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> LEGISLATIVE ASSFMBLY DEBATES 

(OmOML BBPOBT OF THE IIBST SBSBION OF THE SIXTH UBGlBLIkTlVB 
X8SEEDBLT) 


VOLUME 1—1946 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY I 

Monday, 2Ut January, 1946 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House m New 
Delhi, at Eleven of the Clock, being the First Day of the meeting of the Sixth 
Legislative Assembly, pursuant to Section 68-D(2) of the Government of India 
Act, as set out in the Ninth Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935. 


MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
Secretary of the Aif e m bly: Order, (urder The following Message has been 
received from His Excellency the Governor General: 

“/» purauance of the provisions of aub-rule (2) of rale 3 of the Indian Legis¬ 
lative Rules, I, Archibald Percival, Viscount Wavell, hereby appoint Sir Cowasjee 
Jehangtr, Bart , O B E , K C.I E , M L A , to be Chairman of the Legislative 
Assembly with effect from the morning of Monday, the 21sf January, 1946. 

New Delhi; 

The 12th January, 1946. 

(Signed) WAVELL, 

Viceroy and Governor General. 


[Sir Cowasjee Jehangir (Nominated Non-Official) then proceeded from his 
sent in the Chamber and ascending the steps stood before the Chair, where, he 
made the oath of allegiance.] 

Mr. Obaiiman (Sir Cowasjee Jehangir): In order that this, the first meeting 
of the Sixth Legislative Assembly, may be fully constituted. Members will now 
take the oath or make the affirmation of allegiance to the Crown in the manner 
prescribed in the order in which their names are read out by the Secretary. 

[The Chairman then occupied the Chair, and the following Members took 
ihe oath or made the affirmation of allegiance.] 


MEMBERS SWORN: 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU, K.C.S.I (Member for Railways and 
War Transport), 

The Honourable Dr. B. R Ambedkar (Labour Member); 

The Honourable Dr Sir M. Azizul Huque, OI E. (Commerce Member)- 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy (Law Member); * 

The Honourable Sir Ardeshir Dalai, K.O I E (Member for Planning and 
Development); ® 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands, KCB., MBE (Finance Mem¬ 
ber); 

The Honourable Sir John Thome, K C I E , C 8.1 (Home Member); 

The HonouraWe Sir Akbar Hydari, K C.I E., C S.T. (Member for Informn- 
tion and Broadcasting); 

The HOToiireWe Mr. A. A. Wsugh, C 81. 01B. (Member ter Ihduatriee 
and Supplies); 


( 1 ) 



* LEOISLATlVB ASSEMBLY [21ST JaN. 1846 

Shrunati Ammu Swaminadhan, M.L.A. (Madras City Non-Muhammadan 
Urban); 

Sn N Narayanamurthi, M.L.A. (Ganjam ctiw Vizagapatam: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural); 

Sn V Gangaraju, M L A. (Bast Godavari and West Gtodavari cum Kistna. 
Non-Muhammadan Bural); 

Prof N. G Banga, M L.A. (Guntur cum Nellore • Non-Muhammadan 
Bural); 

Sri M Ananthnsayanam Ayyangar, ML.A. (Madras ceded Districts and 
Chittoor Non-Muhammadan Bural); 

Sn V C Vellingiri Gounder, M L A. (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot Non-Muhammadan Rural); 

Sri R Venkatasubba Reddiar, M.L.A (South Arcot cum Chingleput' Non- 
Muhammadan Rural); • 

Sri T V Satakopaohari, M L A. (Tanjore cum Triohinopoly: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural); 

Sri S T Adityan, ML A (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevelly: Non- 


Muhammadan Rural); 

Sri A. Karunakara Menon, ML.A (West Coast and Nilppris Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural); 

Mr Muhammad Rahmat-iillah, M L A (North Madras* Muhammadan); 

Mr M J .Tamal Moideen Saib, M L A (South Madras* Muhammadan); 

Haji Abdus Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth, M L A (West Coast and Nilgiris * 
Muhammadan); 

Mr R C Moms, ML A (Madras* European); 

Sn M K Jinachandran, M L A (Madras* Landholders); 

Sri T A Ramalingam Chettiar, ML A. (Madras* Indian Commerce); 

Dr G V Dcshmukh, M L A (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban), 

Mr M R Masani, M L A (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban); 

Mr Sukhdov Udhowdas, ML A (Sind* Non-Muhammadan Bural); 

Mr G V Mavalankar, M L A. (Bombay Northern Division * Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural); 

Mr Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer, M.L A (Bombay Southern Division 
Muhammadan Rural), 

S]t N V Gadgil, M L A (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural), 

S]t B S Hirav, M L A. (Bombay Central Division* Non-Muhammadan 
Rural), 

Shri D P Karmarkar, M L A (Bombay Southern Division • Non-Muham-* 
mad an Rural), 

Mr M A Jinnah, M L A (Bombay City* Muhammadan Urban), 

Mr Mohammad M Killed ar, M L A. (Bombay Northern Division 
Muhammadan Rural); 

Mr. H G Stokes, OBE , ML A (Bombay* European); 

Mr. Manu Subedar, M L A (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau 
Indian Commerce), 

Sardar N G Vinehoorkar, C B E , M L A. (Giijrat and Deccan Sardars and 
Inamdars Landholders); 

Mr Vadilal Lallubhai, ML A. (Ahmedabad Millowners’ Association* Indian 
Commerce); 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose, ML A (Calcutta* Non-Muhammadan Urban)- 

Mr Nagendran.ith Mukhopadhyay, ML A (Calcutta Suburbs: Non- 
Muhammadan Urban); 

Babu Debendra Lai Khan, ML.A. (Burdwan Division* Non-Muhammadan 
Bural); 



MEMBERS SWORN « 

Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, M L.A. (Presidency Divisior Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural); „ „ , j 

Mr. K C. Neogy, M.L A. (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Bural); 

Sree Satyapnya Banerjee, M.L A. (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural), 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, M L.A (Calcutta and Suburbs. Muhammadan 
Urban), . _ , 

Sir Hassan Suhrawardy, QBE, M L A (Burdwen and Presidency Divi- 
sions Muhammadan Rural), 

Mr Tamizuddin Khan, M L A (Dacca cum Mymensingh Muhammadan 
Rural), ., 

Hajee Chowdhury Mohammad Tsmail Khan, M L A (Bakarganj cum Fand- 
pur Muhammadan Rural); 

Shaikh Rafiiiddin Ahmad Siddiquee, M L A (Chittagong Division Muham¬ 
madan Rural); 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, M L A (Rajahahi Division Muhammadan 
Rural); 

Mr Geoffrey W. Tyson, CIE , ML A (Bengal European); 


Mr G P Lawson, M L.A (Bengal* European); 

Mr M A F Hirtzel, O B E , M L A (Bengal * European); 

S]t Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhury. M L A (Bengal Landholders); 

Mr Ananda Mohan Poddar, M L A (Bengal Mahaian Sabha; Indian Com¬ 
merce) , 

Pandit Balkrishna Sharma, M L.A (Cities of the United Provinces • Non- 
Muhammadan Urban); 

Mr Krishna Chandra Sharma, M L A (Meerut Division Non-Muham- 
mndan Rural), 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal, M L A (Agra Division Non-Muham- 
madan Rural); 

Bjt Seth Damodar Swroop, M L T (Bohilkund and Kumaon Division: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural); 

Pandit Govind Malaviva, ML A (Allahabad and Thansi Divisions* Non- 
Muhammadan Rural); 

Shn Sri Prakasa, M L A (Benares and Ghirakhpur Divisions • Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural), 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Rural); 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh, ML A (Pvznbad Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural), 

Mr Muhammad Ismail Khan, M L A (Cities of the United Provinces * 
Muhammadan Urban), 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, M L A (Meerut Division* Muhammadan 
Rural); 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan, C T E , M L A (Agra Division: Muham¬ 
madan Rural); 

Khan Bahadur Hafiz M Ghazanfarulla, O B E , M L A (Rohilkund md 
Kumaon Divisions* Muhammadan Rural); 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad, C I.E , M L A (United Provinces Southern Divi¬ 
sions • Muhammadan Rural); 

Khan Bahadur Raja Mohammad Amir Ahmad, M L A (Lucknow and 
Fvzabad Divisions* Muhammadan Rural); 

Mr Arthur Cecil Tnskip, C B E , ML A (United Provinces* European); 


Mahamikumar Dr Sir Vijaya Ananda, M L A (United Provinces * Land¬ 
holders); 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava, M L A (Ambala Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan); 

Raizada Hans Raj, ML.A (Jullundur Division* Non-Muhammadan); 
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Diwan Chaman Lall, M L A (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan), 

Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairung, M L.A (East Punjab Muhammadan), 

Maulana Zafar All Khan, M L A (East Central Punjab Muhammadan); 

Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah, M L A (West Central Punjab Muhammadan), 

Nawab Sir Syed iMuhammad Mehr Shah, M L A (North Punjab Muham¬ 
madan) , 

Khan Bahadui Makhdum Al-Haj Syed Sher Shah Jeelani, M L A. (South¬ 
west Punjab Muhammadan), 

Sardar Mangal Singh, M L A (East Punjab Sikh); 

Sardar Sampuran Singh, ML A (West Punjab Sikh), 

Squadron Leader Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia, M L A. (Punjab: Land¬ 
holders) , . 

Shri Satya Narnyan Sinha, M L A (Darbhanga cum Saran Non-Muham¬ 
madan) , 

Mr B B Varma, ISIL A (Mu/affarpur cum Champaran Non-Muham¬ 
madan), 

Sri Bhagirathi Mahapatra, M L A (Cuttack cum Pun Non-Muham¬ 
madan) , 

Sn Jagnnnathdas, M L A (Balasore cum Sambalpur Non-Muhammadan) ; 

Mr Eamayan Prasad, ML A (Patna ciini Shahabad Non-Muhammadan); 

Mr B P Jhunjhunwala, M L A (Bhagalpur, Pumea and the Santhal 
Parganns Non-Muhammadan), 

Babu Ram Narnyan Singh, M L A. (Chota Nagpur Division Non-Muham¬ 
madan), 

Mr Muhammad Naumnn, ML A (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa; 
Muhammadan), 

Choudhury Md Abid Hussain, M L A (Bhagalpur Division Muham¬ 
madan), 

Khan Bahadur Habibur Rahman, M L A (Tirhut Division Muhammadan), 


Mr. Madandhan Singh, M B E , M L A (Bihar and Onssa Landholders); 

Mr P K Salve, ML A (Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan), 

Seth Govind Das, L A (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan), 

Seth Sheodas Daga, M L A (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions- Non- 
Mnhammadan). 

Mr G B Dam, M L A (Central Provinces and Berar Landholders), 

Mr P B Gole, M L A (Berar Non-Muhammadan); 

Mr P. J Griflfiths, CTE, ML A (Assam European), 

Mr M Asaf Ah, M L A (Delhi General), 

Pandit Miikiit Bihari Lai Bhargava. ML A (Ajmer-Merwara General); 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan, M L A (North-West Frontier Province • General), 

Sir George Spenee, KCIE,CST,MLA (Secretary, Legislative Depart¬ 
ment) , 

Sir Giirunath Bewoor, K C T E , M L A (Seeretarv, Posts and Air Depart¬ 
ment) , 

Mr R N Banerj’ee, CST, CTE, ML A (Seeretarv, Commonwealth 
Relations Department). 


Sir Pheroze Kharegat, GTE, M L A (Seeretarv, Agriculture Department); 

^ T , C T.E . M B E . M L A (Government of India 
Nominated Official); 


Mr S H Y Oiilsnani, CTE, MC, MLA 
Department), 


(Secretary, Education 


Mr P Masoii, CTE. O B E 
Official). 


M L A (Government of India Nominated 


Mr H Weighfman. CTE, MLA (Secretary, External Affairs Depart¬ 
ment! : * 



MBMBSBS SWOBN *> 

Mr. L. S. Vaidyauathau, M.L.A (Government of India. Nominated 

Mr. A^°T^*Naqvi, O.B.B., M.L.A. (Government of India Nominated 

Mr. B, R. Sen, C.I B , M.L.A. (Government of India Nominated Official), 
Air H V V. R. lengar, C.I.B., M.L.A (Government of India Nominated 
Official), 

Mr B C. A. Cook, O.B.B., M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official); 

Mr. S C Joshi (Government of India* Nominated Official); 

Mr. E S. A. Krishnamoorthy. ML A (Government of India: Nominated 
Official); • 

Lt -Col Dr J. C Chatterjee, M.L A. (Nominated Non-Official); 

Mr S Gtiruawami, M L A (Nominated Non-Official); 

Rni Bahadur Devendra Mohan Bhattacharya, 0 B.B., M L.A. (Nominated 
Non-Official): 

Chnudhri Sri Chand, ML A (Nominated Non-Official); 

Khan Bahadur Sharbat Khan. C I.E , M L A (Nominated Non-Official); 
Raja Bahadur Ramchandra Mardaraj Deo, M.L.A. (Nominated Non- 
Official) ; 

Captain Sardar Harendra Singh, M L.A (Nominated Non-Official); 

Colonel Kumar Shri HimmatBinhji, C.I B , M.L A. (Nominated Non-Official). 
Ifr. CRiainnan: If any Honourable Member has come late be may come to 
the table and take the oath of allegiance. 

(There was no such Member) 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 
Information promised in reply to a supplementary question to Starred Question 
No 279, ashed by Mr H A Sathar H Essak Sait, on the I2tk August, 
1948 

Damage to Ghulam Mohiuddin Khan’s Gabdbn 
In the Court of D Falahaw, Esquire, ICS, President, Improvement Trust Tribunal, 
Delhi 


Land Acquuitum Cam No. 19 of 1943 
In the award No 277/493 

Reference under section 31(2) of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 
The Governor General in Council 

versus 

Hafiz Ghulam Mohd s/o Abdul Rehman, 2 Misbah Uddm husband, 3 Amir Ah son 
mortgagee, 4 Ahtasham-ul-Haq, mortgagee, heirs of Must Ahmadi Begum, 5 Mst 
Kulsiim Begam d/o Abdul Behman Waqm Sabilullah under the management of Ghulam 
Mohd MutawalU Sayyads of Delhi 

This IB a refei-ence under section 31(2) of the Land Acquiution Act. 

A piece of land situated in Sadhoran Kalan has been acquired on behalf of the Improve¬ 
ment Trust m pursuance of its scheme for an 80 ft West Circular Road A portion of the 
land acquired admittedly belongs to Hafiz Ghulam Mohd etc while the ownership of the 
remaining portion of the land measuring 4 bighas 10 biswas is disputed between Hafiz Ghulam 
Mohd , etc , on the one hand and the Government on the other The position of the 
Government is that the land in dispute forms part of khasra No 207 which belonged to 
the Government and formed a pre-existing road, it being alleged that at some time during 
the past Hafiz Ghulam Mohd etc or their predecessor had encroached on Kh No 207 to 
the extent of the land in dispute On the other hand the position of Hafiz Ghulam Mohd. 
etc to whom I shall refer as the respondents, is that there had been no encroadiment and 
that the land m dispute forms part of khasra No 190 At the instance of the respondents 
Lala Amir Chand, we Tahsildar of Delhi, was appointed as a Local Commissioner to carry 
OTt measurements at the spot and report His report was in favour of the respondents. 
On the other hand the Gkivemment has relied on the evidence of B S L Om Frakash, 
Land Acquisition Collector and Lala Kali Rom, a Tehsildar of the Improvement Trust, who 
Imve stated that they carried out measurements at the spot and came to the conclusion that 
the land in dispute formed part of khasra Na 297 Accordmg to the Shajra Ktshtvm 
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prepared at the time of the Settlement of 1908-9 Kh No 207 oonauted of a long etnp of 
land meaaunng 132 gathas along the north western side and 134 gathas on the south 
eastern boundary its width being variable The only measurements shown are on the 
noith-eastern and south-western sides, the respective measurements being eight and seventeen 

g athas The local commissioner found that these measurements were correct at the spot 
ut he found that the measurements of some of the other khasra numbers in the vicuuty 
•did not tally with those as shown in the Skajra Ktahtwar in which it was clear that at 
some time oi other in the past mistakes had been made In the southern boundary of kh 
No 219 for instance which, was shd|rn as mensuiing 39 gathas there was a difference of 
seven gathas, and in the case of northern boundary of kh No. 209 the figure 49 gathas is 
entered in the field book and shajra, wheie as at the spot the measurement was found to 

he only 39 gathas Moreover in the case of kh No. 199, ».e , the respondents’ land, the 

southern boundary of the portions marked D and C in the map C 2 were shown as 51 gathas 
whereas at the spot it measured only 45 gathas In the circu m sta n ces as there appeared 
to be at the most a difference of two gathas in the width of kh No 207 where the encroach¬ 
ment was al'eved to have token place, and it was evident that the respondents had been 
in possession of the land for a very long time, the Tahsildar came to the conclusion that 
no encrodchmetib was proved to have taken place From the larger scale plan on the file 
it would appear that at its widest point the alleged encroachment was of five gathas or 
41'-3* On the other hand the Government witnesses based their arguments on the fact 
that the south-western corner of kh No 222 and the north eastern corner of kh No 206 
were fixed points for the puipose of taking measurements as there were very old boundary 
walls existing on these {loints At the same time R S L Om Prakaah admitted that 
mistakes had been made legarding the measurements in the past and that he had not « 
measured the southern side of the portions marked C & D of kh No 199, while L Kali 

Bam admitted that he had measured the sonthem sides of C & D and that his measure¬ 

ments did not agree with the measurements in the Revenue records, and he made the farther 
admission that if the measurements in the Shaqra were correct a portion of the path fell 
in khasra No 199 The question is somewhat difficult owing to the mistakes previously 
made in the measurrinents of the boundaries and the fact that some indication of the width 
of kh. No 207 at about its middle point was not previously included m the records, but 
on the whole I am of the opinion that the Government has failed to prove that any 
encroachment has taken place, and I accordingly hold that the respondents are the owners 
of the land in dispute and are entitled to receive whatever compensation is awarded for 
it A date may now he fixed for reference under section 18 of the Land Acquisition Act 
and the parties should be informed The Government will pay the costs of the respondents 
Pleader’s fee Rs 30 

(8d.) D. FALSHAW, 

President, Improvement Trust Tribunal, Delhi. 

Announced 

Dated 15tA March 1945 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 85, asked by Maulvi 
Muhammad Abdul Ohani, on the 3rd November, 1944 
Programme for Postwar Planking and Development 


Strength of Planning Organisation under Central and Provincial Governments (14-4-1945) 
I CXKEBAL GoVXBMMKMT 


Pianning and Derelopment Department 
Honourable Member 
Secretary 

1— Joint Secretary 

2— Deputy Secretaries 

1— Under Secretary 

2— Assistant Secretaries 

1—Adviser on Mineral Development 


1—Industrial Adviser 
1—Assistant to the Industrial Adviser 
5—Deputy Industrial Advisers 
3—Assistant Industrial Advisers 
Home Department 

1—Officer on Special Duty (Reorganisation of Services) 
Education, Health and Lands Department 
3—Deputy Education Advisers 
3—Assistant Education Advisers 
1—Liaison Officer, U. K 
1—Liaison Officer, U S. A 
1—Assistant Secretary j 

1—Dairy Development Adviser to the Govt of India 
1—Fruit Development Adviser to the Govt of India 
1—Fishenes Development Adviser 
,1—Inspector General of Forests (part-time) 


1 

I 

V (Posts sanctioned but not yet filled). 
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STATBMBirrS LAID ON THE TABLE 
Wot Tranajport Dvpartmtnt. 

1—Chief Controller of Boad Transport and Development 
1—Consulting Enmneer (Roads) 

1—Controller of Road Transport 
1—^Assistant Consulting Engineer (Roads) 

1—Ennneer Officer 
Assistant Secretary 


Geological Survey of India 


LahooT DtjpaTtmmt. 

1—Superintending Geologist 
1—Geologist. 

9—Assistant Geologists 
1—Geo-Physicist 
1—^Mining Engineer 

1—Assistant Mining Engineer J 

1—Consulting Engineer for Waterways and Irrigation 
1—Chairman, Central Techmeal Power Board *) 

1—Hydro-Electric Member 
1—Utilisation Member 

fcproi;ct”offiSSo?ado ‘A* ^Central Technical Power Board. 

1—Project Officer—Grade ‘B’ 

1—Project Officer—Grade ‘0’ 

1—Secretary and Treasurer 

Poata and Atr Department, 

1—Officer on Special Duty. 

1—^Engineer Officer > Civil Aviation 

1—Scientific Assistant to the Chief Inspector of Aircraft J 


Information and Broadeaattng Department 

1—Chief Engineer, All-India Radio 
1—Officer on Special Doty, All-India Radio 


Commerce Department. 

1—Joint Secretary 
1—Additional Under Secretary. 


f’iauaee Department. 

1—Additional Secretary 
1—Deputy Secretary. 

1—^Under Secretary, 

Defence Department 
1—^Director. 

3—Assistant Adjutant Generals 
3—Deputy Assistant / ' “ 

9—Staff Captains 
1—Officer Supervisor '' 

9—Service Resettlement Liaison Officers 


b Adjutant Generals. 


Radway Department (Badway Board). 

1—Member Engmeenng (Part-time). 

1—Officer on Special Duty. 

1—Director Bail-Boad Co-ordination 

1—Senbr Deputy Director, Finance, Bul-Boad Co-ordination. 


Food Department. 

1—Officer on Special Duty. 
1—Research Officer 
9—Techmeal Assistants. 


External Afiatra Department. 

Supply Department. 

War Departyeent. 

Induatnee and Ctvtl Supplies Department. 
Department of Commonweeith Bdatione. 


No separate staff for planning 


J 
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II. Pbotimoial Govkbnhemtb. 

Madraa 

1—Commusioner for Poat-wu BeconatructAon (Part-tune) 

1—Secretary to Government 

1—^Deputy Kegutrar of Co-operative Societies, 

1—Assistaat Secretary 
1—Special Officer 
1—Iwad Development Engineer 
1—Assistant Engineer. 

1—Special Officer. 

1—B^rst Class Health Officer 

1— Assistant Surgeon 

2— Entomological Assistants 


1—Reconstruction Commissioner and Secretary to Govt. 

1—Deputy Secretary. 

1—Assistant Secretary (Reconstruction Deptt) 

3—Taluk.i Planning officers 
1—Superintending Xhigmeer 

6—Execnti/e Eiiginec-rs (inclnding Under Secretary) 

15—Deputy Engineers 

1— Special Officer Reconstruction Finuioe 

2 — Special Officers in llomhay Educationid Service 

1— Special Officer for electric grid 

3— Senior Assistant Engineers 

2— Deputy Directors of Agriculture m Class I 

11—Bombay Agricultural Service Officers m Class II 

1— Mechanical and Tran»ort Engineer 

2— Land Iimrovement Officers 
11—Survey Engineers 

6—Dry Farming Officers 
1—^Accounts Officer 

1—Divisional Forest Officer in Class I 

3— Sub-Divisional Forest Officers in Class II. 

1—Assistant Registiar of Co-operative Societies 

Benqal 

1—Commissioner 

1— Secretaiy t 
6—Special Officers 

Vnxttd Provinces 
AgrieviUmd DvparUMnt- 

2— Secretaries to Gkivt (Part-time) 

3— Indian Agricultural Service 

14—P Agricultural Service, Class I 
7G—U.P Agricultural Service, Class II 
1—Ex-cadre post 

Animal Htubandry. 

1—Director, Animal Husbandly Department 
1—Cattle Development Officer, Class I. 

1—Fisheries Development Officer, Class I. 

1—Assistant Fisheries Development Officer, Class II 
1—Poultry Development Officer, Class IT. 

1—Ghee Marketmg Officer, Class II 

ffurei Development 
10—Divisional Superintendents 

Co-operattve Irrigahon. 

1—Special Development Chief Engineer 

PvnjaA 

^ 1—Secretary to Government (Also special staff nnder certain Heads of Departmrats) 
1—Development Cvnmissioner 
Otntrei Provinres and Reror—(8-12-44.) 

1—Post War Reconstruction Commissioner. 

Also 0.8.D8 in Education, P. W and Agricnitnral Developments. 

Assam. 

^ 1—Post War Reconstruction Commiaioner (Part-time). 



STATEMENTS I<AU> ON THE TABLE * 

Norih-Wut j’rqntter Pnmnet, 

1— fiftminwinnar and Secretuy for Post war PUnnmg in the North-Weet Frontier 
Province end Tribal Aieai. 

1— Colonuation Officer. 

2— Ezecntive Engueere 

3— Two Aanetent Engineers (S D Os ) 

I—Assutant Conservator of Forest. 

Onssou - 

1—Secretary to Govt for Post-war Planning and Reconstruction / 

1—Special Engineer 

Stnd. 

1—Development Officer (Part-time) 

BeducAutan. 

^jl^pecial Officer, Post-v^^ar Planning 

3—Special Officers (for Public Health, Education and Poultry). 

Ajmer-ifeneara 

1—Post War Reoonstroction Officer (Part-time) 

Coorff 

1—Part-time Secretary to Post-war Reconstmction (General) Committee 
Ministerial and Inferior staff have not been included 
This information has naturally taken time to collect and is not therefore entirely up-to- 
date and certain additional Officers have no doubt since been appointed for full tune or 
part-time work m connection with post-war development planning 


Information promised tn reply to atipplementanea to Starred Queatton No. 238, 
asked by Mr Manu Subedar, on the lOtfc November 1044 

Bise in Prices of Milk, Meat and Cattle 

Enquiries made from various Provincial Governments and local administrations to show 
that ruial transport in most of tiie places was affected to some extent by shortage of cattle 
but not seriously dislocated except perhaps in a few places A summary of the replies 
received is appended 

It appears from the figures available that the a/nan crop in 1944-45 was 1 75 million 
ions less than that of the bumper crop of 1943-44 This smaller crop u stated to be due not 
to shortage of plough cattle but to unfavourable weather conditions, in particular inade- 
■quate rainfall in September—October 1944 

Summary of the replies received from the Provincial Governments on the ques¬ 
tion whether rural transport in the Provinces has been dislocated by shortage 
of cattle. 

1 Assam.—Rural transport not aenonaly dislocated What has happened is that the 
demand on the existing cattle has increased, especially in areas where military units were 
concentrated 

2 Bengtd .—Adversely affected by general shortage of cattle, but not dislocated 

3 BiAar —Does not seem to be senously dislocated 

4. Bombay. —Not dislocated to any appreciable extent 

5 C P. t Bfrar —Though rural transport has not been senously dislocated it has 
become very expensive owing to the all-round rise in pnees and the difficulty in obtaining 
iron and steel for wheels, tyres, axles, etc 

6 Madras.—Owing to war conditions the demand foi bullock power for road traffic 
purposes has considerably increased This increased demand has been met to some extent 
oy an increase in the number of work bullocks ns well as by the working of more dry 
cows Inspite of this the number of work cattle available is not sufficient to meet the in¬ 
creased demand in full hut has prevented serious dislocation of transport The Madras 
Government estimate that dislocation or reduction in bullock transport amounted to about 
20 per cent to 40 per cent, consequent upon the shortage of cattle and high prices demanded 
for them 

7 N. W. F. P —^Not seriously affected The transport in the hilly tracts is generally 
by mules and pack pomes and in the plams by camels, tomes and tongas 

8 Orissa—Not dislocated in the districts of Loraput, Ganjam and Sambalpur, but 
shortage of cattle felt in the districts of Cuttack, Balasore and Puri where some dislocation 

•of transport has taken place 

9 Puniai.—Not appreciably affected bub due to high prices it has at times been found 
difficult to purchase cattle for the purpose. 

10 fftnd.—Dislocated to some extent • 
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11. Uiuttd Provinces.—From atatistica available it appears that there has been an increase 
in the number of work cattle but this increase has not kept pace with the enormous increase 
m transport due to war conditions. The Provincial Government are not aware of any 
senous shortcommra in rural transport, if there has been any dislocation it is due to the 
prevalence of high prices for bullocks which renders replacement difficult This has to 
some extent been offset by making greater use of male buffaloes for draught work. 


Local Adkinisibations 


. 1 Ajmer-iferivara.—Affected to 40 per cent in Beawar Sub-Division; in other areas not 

\iuch 

2 Bciwhxatan .—No dislocation Villages being situated at long distances from the 
market places transport is mostly by lorries for which special coupons are issued 

3 C'oory.—Dislocated to some extent m South Coorg on account of high prices of cattle 
and shortage of cattle due to cattle mortality 

4 Dtlht —Dislocated to the extent of about 20 per cent 


Informatton promised in reply to Unstarred Question No 48, ashed hy Mr. K. 0. 
Neogy, on the 10th November, 1944 

Exploratory and Prospecting Licences to British and American Firms re 
Potential Oil Besourobs 


(a) The following further information may be added to make the statement up-to date 


ASSAM 


Name of company 

Distnot 1 

M.L. 

or 

P. L. 

Area | 

Penod and 
date of 
commence¬ 
ment 

Royalty 

Surface 

rent 

1. The Assam Oil 
Company, Ltd. 

Lakhimpur 

M.L. 

2 areas of 

each. 

25 yearn 

from let 
January 
1942. 

5% on the 
wellhead 
valne aub- 
jeot to a 

of 0-8-0 per 
40 gal¬ 

lons. 

Rs. 2-1-0 
per acre 
per annum. 

2. Ditto 

Do. . 

M.L. 

^sq. mile 

Ditto 

Ditto . 

Dittov 

3. Ditto 

Do. . 

P. L. 

2-7 sq. 
miles. 

2 years from 
Srd Nov- 
ember 
1943. 

Ditto . 

Re. 1. 


(b) Yes The answer to the second part is in the negative 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 802, asked by Shaikh 
Bafiuddin Ahmad Stddiquee, on the 10th November 1944 

Atrocities by Soldiers in Chittagong District 

(a) end (c). Several oases of the nature referred to by the Hononrable Member have come 
to the notice of Government 

(b) (i) Government are not aware of any such incident having taken place 
(u) Yes, but the facts of the incident are as follows: 

The honse of Abdnl Bahman of Agrabad was looted by abont 12 men, who, it is thought, 
were soldiers,* on the night of 9-lOtn of October 1944 It is estimated ^at cash and 
ornaments to the valne of Re 14,000 and not Rs 25,000 as mentioned in the question, had 
been stolen. One sepoy, named Bhai Lai, from whom some of the stolen property wal 
recovered, was convicted by civil court and sentenced to 5 years' rigorous imprisonment. 

(iii) As regards this incident, there was, no doubt, some lootmir in one part of the 
baxw, but there is no evidence to show that military personnel were involved in it. On 
the other band, a mihtary lorry carrying military personnel was stopped in another part 
of the baxaar while retnhiing from duty a little later, and attacked by civilians They were 
only able to get clear after a Naik had fired two rounds in the air in self defence The 
Naik concerned was tried by the Civil authorities in this connection and was acquitted 

(d) The oolprits as statra in parts (b) (ii) and (iii) above, were awarded punishments 
accordmg to the nature of the offence committed As r^rds the last part of the question, 
deterrent punishments ore inflicted on offenders whose gnilt is proved, and the locu Com¬ 
mander and his officers have taken all possible steps for the maintenance of discipline among 
the tropps nnder them. 
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Information promised in reply to parts (c), (d), (f) and (g) of Starred Question 
No. 306, asked by Mr K C Neogy, on the 13th November 1944 

Beorganisation oe Income-Tax Services 

(c) The reply to the first pait of the question is in the negative The second part does 

°***’(d)^As regards the first part of the question, attention is invited to the proceedings of 
the meeting of the Standing Finance Conunittee held on the 26th January 1927 Aa regaua- 
^e second part, attention is invited to page 90 of the Income-tax Enquiry Report, 1936, 
a copy of which is m the llibiary 

(f) As regards the first part of the question a statement containing the information required 

IS enc]psed The reply to the second part is m the negative . « , 

(g) Yes, 7 new officeis, who do not belong to Bengal, have been posted to the Bengal 
Income-tax Department in supernumeiary posts of Income-tax Officer created for the- 
purpose In Bengal, as in other Income-tax Demrtments, a large niimbei of retiiements is 
expected in the near future almost simultaneously, a large number of officers having been. 
recruited simultaneously round about 1920 With a view to meeting the possible simultane¬ 
ous loss of officers, these supemumeraiy officers have been recruited on the i-esults of the 
competitivo examination conducted by the F P 8 C fur the Indian Audit and Accounts and 
allied Services and by selection from similarly qualified Secrotaiiat Assistants, all selections 
having been made by the F P S C The appointments previously held by these 7 persons 
are as follows 

(1) Statistician, Agricultural Department, Punjab 

(2) Assistant Progress Officer, Textile Commissioner’s Office, Government of India, Ballardi 
Estate, Bombay 

(3) Assistant, Legislative Assembly Department, New Delhi 

(4i Civilian Gazetted Officer, 205, I B O D , 3 Res Base, Honsoa 

|5) Lecturer in History, Demontmoreiicy College, Shahpur, Sadi 

(6) Assistant Controller of Military Accounts, Central Command, Meerut 

(7) Assistant in the Commerce Department, Government of India, New Delhi 

It will however be appreciated that their appointments weie not made on the basis of 
their previous experience of Income-tax Their duties will bo the same as those of other 
Income-tax Officers and it is expected that they will be absorbed in due course, after 
training, as Class II Grade III Income-tax Officers These appointments will not affech 
any substantive rights that the Examiners of the categories mentioned in (C) may have 
But, if, after their training, it is found that they are superior to these Examiners, they 
may be preferred for absorption into the permanent cadre under the reorganised scheme 


Exanunen 

2 with 5 years service m the Department 
1 with 8 years service in the Department. 

10 with 10 years service in the Department 

Ezoffuners offleiattng tu Ineomt-tax Offietrt. 

A with 5 years service in the Department 
1 with 8 years service in the Department 
48 with 10 years service in the Department 


Infoma^ promised in repfy to a supplementary question to Starred QuesHon No. 41Z, 
asked hy Mr. K. C. Neogy, on the 16ih November 1944 

PowzB Alcohol Industby 

The proposal was not agreed to by the Government of India. 

As rega^ the development of power alcohol mdustzy m India an Industrial Panel has beeni 
constituted under the Dmpartment of Planning and Development to submit a report. The 
for the development of the industry will be formulated after the Panel has submitted its 


Information promised in repdy to pasts (a) and (o) of Starred Questwn No. 68, asked: 
by Sir Abdul HaUm Ghuznavi, on the 9th February 1945 

Biob and atta detbbzobatbd nr Goybbnmbnt Godowns 


(a) The total qumtity of rioe and otfa reported to have become unfit for human oonsump. 
tion during the year 1044 is 4,768 tons and their total value is Bs. 16,88,460-9 0. 

(o) anoe the f<^tion of the Fo<^ l^artment the Central Government have sanctioned 
lOO^jtwB^ffooSg™* ®***^'®® ^ construction of storage accommodation for 
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InfonmUum promued tn rejdy to Starred QueaUon No 140, asked by Mr Man^ 
SvJb^r, on the 22th February, 1945 
Employdbs in oxbtadi Contol Oboanizations 


(a) The required information u given below — 

(») 148 

(n) 648 (excluding Ordnance Factories) 

^ (tu) 186 ^ 

^ (tv) 232 

(v) 110 
(VI) 46 
(vtt) 32 
(viu) 216 

Figures against (t) and (vtit) pertain to the Department of Industries & Civil Supplies only, 
while those against (v) and (vi) include figures pertaining to Co nmejce Department also 

(b) By transfer finm other Departments of Government of India or Provincial Governments, 

promotion from within the Department direet recruitment from the trode^ etc ar ’ - 

from Army sen loe 

(«) the duration of war or less period as may bo necessary 


InfornuUson promised in reply to Starred Question No 181, asked by Mr K C Neogy, 
on the 14th February 1945 

Foodstuffs officially declared Unfit fob Human Consumption in Bengal 

(а) Approxi nately 3 2 lakhs mds of foodstufGi stored m Bengal were f mnd to be imfit 
for human oo nsumption upto the end of 1S44 

(б) A quantity of about 1 lakh ma inds was destroyed, 1 6 lakhs n aunds sold to starch 
manufactures in Calcutta and the remaming 0 7 lakh i laimds sold in the distil ts for cattle 
'Mnsumption Inspectors appointed in Calcutta to sec that the quantity sc Id for starch n anu 
faoture was actually usetl for this purpose emd the District Magistrates took steps to ensure 
that foodstuffs sold as am nal food in the districts were not used for hun an consumi tion 


Information promised in repfy to part (a) of Starred Question No 292, asked by Mr T 
S Amnashilingam Ghettvar, on (he 19th February, 1945 
Expenditure on Foreign Evacuees 

■Statement ahovnng the expend t ire incurred on the non Indian evacuees in the var out prov nces 
_ from the aommeneement of uar ipto et d of Ortofer 1944 _ 


Na no of Province 


Amoimt 


Remarks 


1 Madras 

2 Bengal 

3 Bombay 

4 C P A Beror 

6 Bihar 
0 U P 

7 Punjab 

8 Assam 


9 N W F P 

10 bmd 

11 Orissa 

12 Central Areas (A G C R ) 


3 56 729 

4 38 103 rhis expenditure m upto March 1944 
1 06 21 700 Approx 

86 340 
12115 
8 60 782 
646 
8 41 988 

8 920 
32 201 

9 697 

hio transaction luring the period 1942 to 1049 (up to 
the end of Oct ) Figures for the preceding period 
not readily available as expenditure wis not booked 
separately 


___ Toial Re 1 30 66 993 _ 

Information promised in reply to part (o) of Starred Question No Z77 asked by 
Sardar Mongol Singh on lAe 20th February, 1945 
Paucity of Sikhs in Higher Posts of Supply Department 

(a) ITie percentages qf garetted posts in Ordnance Factories on the 3l8t January 1946 
were as foUows o 

Anglo Indians 
Parsees 

Indian Christians 
Sikhs 

N B —^The percentages on the 1st November 1944 as already 
non gazetted staff cariymg pay ftom Re 600 upwards 


1 both gazetted 
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Infonmtion promiaeA in reply to Starred Question Noa. 393, 394 and 395, aaked by 
Sri K. B. Jtnaraja Hegde, an (ha February 1945 
Grant of Pension to oebtain Wobkess of Cordite Factory, Aravankado 

No 393—(a) Six. 

(6) Yes A memorial m the form of copy of resolutions of the lost annual conference of 
the labour Union of the Cordite Factory has bera received 

(c) I understand that s resolution to this effect was passed. 

(d) No Superintendents of Factories have no powers to grant pensions. The Standing 
Instruction No 143 referred to relates to the rules under which special pensions may be granted 
to workmen with over 36 years' service. 

(e) The proposal will be examined on merits 

Discrimination as regards Allowances of Scpervisobs and Chaboemen in 
Cordite Factory, Aravanxadd 

No 394 —(a) (t). Yes. . 

(n) No distinction is made between Anglo-Indian Supervisors and Indian Supervisors nor 
between Anglo-Indian Chaigdmen and Indian Chargetnen, all of whom are entitled to the rates 
of pay anil allowances of the grade in which they are employed irrespective of race 

(h) The rates of pay for Indian and Anglo-Indian Supervisors and Chargemen m the Cordite 
Factory, Aravankadu, are as follows:— 

Supervisors — 

A grade Rs 166 to 200 (Aimual increments of Rs. 6, 7-8-0 or 10 are 

allowed aooording to the quality of 
work of each mdividual.) 

B grade . . Rs 106—6—160 

C grade Rs 01—3—70—6—100 

CMrgemen — 

Old Seale —Rs. 200—10—300, after 6 years 360, for old entrants, t e , for men who entered 
Ordnance Factories service prior to 28th September 1031. 

Remsed Seale —Rs 170—10—260—E B.—40}4 —290 for new entrants (men entering ser¬ 
vice after 27th September 1031). 

(e) Docs not arise. 

Inadequacy of Quabtebb for Workers in Cordete Factory, Aravankadu 

No, 39S —(a) Workmen reoruited ftom the neighbourhood of the factory and already liv ing 
there are usually not provided with quarters and they very rarely ask for acroinmo^tion. Ap¬ 
proximately 1,370 employees live more than two miles away from the factory There is no un¬ 
satisfied demand for quarters from such workmen and about 100 quarters are lying vacant at 
present 

(6) No. Absence without leave upto six days is condoned if, on return to duty, a workman 
gives satisfactory explanation of his absence. 

(o) and (d). Do not arise. 

Informatton promised in reply to Starred Question No. 457, asked by Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali, on the 21st February, 1945 

Malpractices at Elections to Shahdara (Delhi) Municipal Committee 

(а) A general election m the Shcdidara Municipality was held on the 6th January and 
succeeding days 

(б) and (e). Seven perons were arrested by the police on the 6th, 0th, 8th and 9th January 
under the orders of the magistrate who ams Mting as Presiding Officer at the polling station for 
impersonation and were sentenced to imprisonment till the rising of the court 

(d) Two election petitions were preferred to the Deputy Commissioner One of these was 
subsequently withdrawn On the other (beirg a petition by Mr Rattan Lai against the election 
of Chaudhri Hukam Singh) proceedings are still pending A copy of the petition is laid on the 
table 

(e) The election petition does not contain any allegations of misconduct on the port of any 
officials, and tho question of holding on enquiry into the conduct of any officer does not arise. 

Beforo tho Honourable Deputy Commissioner, Delhi 

Rattan Lai S/o L. Nanak Chand Vaish, Businessmen of MohalJa Thakur Dwara, Eloctorol 
Boll No 1123, Ward No 2, Bara Bazar, Shahdara 


Ch. Hukam ^ingh S/o Bharat Singh, Shahdara. Eespondeml 

Election petition of the said Rattan Lai under R 73 of the Shahdara Municipality Electoral 
Rules, 1943 against the return of the said Hukam Singh. 

Sib, 

The petitioner respectfblly sheweth as follows r— 

1. That the petitioner was a candidate for the Mumcipal Election held on 6-1-46 m Shahdara 
or Electoral Warn No. 2. 
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2 Ta-it Ch. Hukim Sia’sfh respondent and one Shato Dutt srore the rival oandidatea for the 
seat. 

3 That Oh Hukasn Singh got 489 votes while your petitioner got 484 and the third candidate 
-Sham Dutt got 327. 

4. That Ch Hukam Singh was thus declared on the said date (6-1-46) 

6. That if there were three more votes for the petitioner, ho would have been elected 

0 That your petitioner contends that the election of Ch. Hukate Singh is mvalid on account 
of the following corrupt practices among others ;— 

(t) That several persons on behalf of Hukam Siiigh with his conniva^e impersonated 
some voters, entered in the Blectoral Roll, who had died before the date of election. 
(**) That Hukam Singh put up several bogus persons to vote in the name of the real voters 
who actually did not or could not go to vote. 

(«*) That 7 boUot papers are missing In all 1,307 ballot papers were issued but only 
1,300 were recovered from the boxes and no paper was rejected or invalidated. 

(iv) That there were about 0 tender ballot papers entered in the Tender Votes list but the 
oorresponding ballot Papers were not rejected. * 

3 of the tender votes were of moles and 6 of females. . 

(e) That there was double voting by at least one Puran Chand whose name appeared twice 
in the Electoral Roll at No. 840 and 841 

Thit in viow of the above corrupt practiom committed by the respondent it is respect¬ 
fully p" ivdd that thu clectioo of the raipondent may bo declared void and your petitioner mi^ be 
declared as duly elected. 

N B —Your petitioner is prepared to furnish surety for expenses, etc., for any amount 
eithir >* ki'i <>* pj'iiiil O' bith as the Diputy Ci-nmissioner may be pleased to direct 

(8d ) Rattan Lai, 

PetUioner. 

Dated thA lUh January J945. Through Tara Chand Mathur, 

B.A. (Hons ) LL B , 
Advocate, DoUu 


Informaiion promised tn rejdy to Starred QiKstion No. 480, asked by Mr Lai Chand 
Na^rai, on the 22nd February, 1945 

AsSOCTATION OV NoK-GaZSTTISD SlTFBBTOB STAFF (IKOOMS-TaX), SiND 


(6) The luiwer to the first part is in the affirmative, the second part does not arise 

( 0 ) Yes. 

(d) The Aisoeiation is required to send copies of all such amendments to the Central 
Board of Revenue in order to secure that the conditions laid down by dovemment in regard to 
the recognition of such associations are not violated, a copy of Government’s Departmental m- 
struotions on the subject is attached 

(e) Yes, but a Government Servants’Association is not a‘Trade Union’and the recognition 
of the fi-mir IS snbiect to lififirent conditions. The Central Board of Revenue have informed 
the Association that they have no objection to the amendment m question It is howesrer open 
to Government not to approve of the election of individual outsiders as office-bearers of 1m 
Association if considered necessary 

(/) Does not onse in view of my reply to part (s) of the question. 


tuHruiUone reiariing the reeognitton by the Central Chvemment at Aaeoekdione of ite emnlomea 
other than AeaooiaUne of Induetrial em^yeee ^ vmpmyeee 

INSTRUCTIONS 

PART (\) — 4«ociations of Gcvdrnmsnt employees serving in the departments of the Gbntml 
Govemmont and m the Chief Commissioners’ Provinoea other than those m the Police and 
Prisons Departments. ' 


1. Government is prepared to accord official recognition to associations of its employees 
■which comply with the conditions set out below. 

2 The assooiation must ordinarily consist of a distinct class of Government employees. 

3. Every Government employee of the same class must be eligible for numbershtp of the 


4. Ordinarily Goyerranmt will not object to persons who ore not in the active service of 
Government being office-holders of the association, but Government reserve the right in parti- 
oular cases to refuse ^gnition to associations of which aU the office-holders are not 
in the aotive service of Government or honourably rethed officers bAW^ n g to the doss 
of Government employees as the assooiation mrmncints 
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8. Rip-^aait^tiois fro’n <iiioh a<i303iations, whether made orally by deputation, or presented 
in writing, may be received by (Sovemment officers notwithstandmg any thing contained in 
the rules relatuxg to the submission of petitions and memorials by Government servants: 

Provided that— 

(a) No representation? or deputation Will be received, except in connection with a matter 
which IS, or raises questions which are, of common interest to the class represented by the asso¬ 
ciation : and 

“(6) Nothing in these instructions affects the discretion of the Governor-General, the Chief 
Commissioner, the Hoad of a department or any other officer of Government to receive or not to 
receive a deputation frokn any association ** 

6, Recognition is accord^ for the purpose of enabling thp ennplosrees of Government to 
eommonioate their needs to Government or to Govomment officers, and it may be withdrawn 
by Government if an association adopts other methods of ventilating those needs 

7 Government may require the regular submission, for its inforknation, of copies of the rules 
of the Association and the annual statement of its accounts and of lists ol its members. 

8 Government may specify the channel through which representations from the association 
shall bi lubmitted and the authority by whom deputations may be received 

9 The officer who is empowered to grant leave to a Govoriiment employee will, so far as is 
possible, grant casual leave to an employee who is a representative of a recognised association 
to .ittend duly constituted meetings of the association The grant of such leave will be subject 
to the exigencies of the service, of which the officer m question shall be the sole judge 

10 (1) In these instructions, unless the context otherwise requires, “Government” means 
the Cintril Givernmsnt and includas a Chief Commissioner or a department of the Central 
Government. 

(2) A depirUnent of the Central Government may issue subsidiary instructions regarding 
the recognition, of usociations of classes of Government empbyees subordinate to it 

(tt) The followmg should be substituted for Part B of the instructions :— 

PART (B).—Associations of omployeos in tho Polico and Prisons Departments m the Chief 
Commissioners* Provinces. 

The instructions in Part (A) shall be applicable to association of employees m tho Pohee 
and Prisons Departments m the Chief Commissionors’ Provinces with the addition of the following 
clauses to instructions 2 and 7 and tho substitution of the following instruction for instruction 
4 and of the following jproviao for proviso (a) to instruction 6 

Instruction 2 —The association shall also consist of such distinct rank or ranks of employee 
as Government may prasoribe: provided that Government may accord recognition to particular 
assonations of sp3cifiad ranks of employees m the Police Department of which specified ranks 
of employees m the Excise Department are also members. 

Instruction 4 —^No person who is not m tho active servici of Government or an honourably 
retired officer belonging to the same class of Government employees shall be an office-holder of 
the association 

Instruction 5 —^Proviso (o) No representation or deputation will bo received on questions 
of diicipliii'i 0 * jf n’omjtion affioting inlividuab ; but representations or deputations may be 
received in connection with a matter which is, or raisos questions which are of common mterest 
to tho class represented by the association 

Instruction 7 —No rule of tho association shall bo valid until it has received the approval 
of Government and Government may from tune to tune require the modification of aruleorpro- 
posed rule m a particular manner. 


Information promised in rejdy to Unstarred QueHians Nos. 18 and 19, ashed by 
Mr. K. C. Neogy, on the 22nd February, 1945 

Appellate Assistant Comhissionebs of Income-tax and Income-tax Officebs 

No. Id.—(a) to (e). Statements containing the information ore enclosed. 



lb 


1 1 

% r 

tMU 

III i* 

IP 

II i* 

U 

h 




to Ss 

III i. 

% 

i" 

p 

h 


LBOISLATIVB A88BIIBLY 

?®?S 2 ^« a 


• •- aas-*- -o- 

3««.. {; ??? 

ss« « 

I I i s 31 i I i s ® ® 

I I I * s I I i I 3 s * 
I ii*’SiSi I 8" 

I ii .Sill i 


[21ST Jan. 1946 


S S 


? " § ? § § I "S " ? 


§ 1 

in 

if 

all 

■=5 1 


!ll 


iJllI 

m - 2IIII 
sssss 


iliflliilili 



ParU (e) to (•). 


17 


STATEMEKTS LAID ON THE TABLE 





s ; s :s 
8 - S 5 
S • S 8 
g • a 8 
8:98 



iilin nil 


























LEOISLATIVB ASSBMBLY 

STATixnrr 11 


[2l8T Jan. 1046 


IrregukuHiet detected in the working of the Houre of Employment Beguloliane during the yeare 
1941-42, 1942-48 and 1948-44 


ITature of irregularity 1941-42 


No exact number of 
inregulantiea has 
been given by the 
C. O. (B) it a R.L. 

_ in the report fot 

Working outetde roetered 1C__... 

Houre. | Occasional oases 261 Occasional cases 170 

Non-Dieplay of roetere and Ditto 645 397 

regulattorie. 

.Violatton of provieton re- Ditto . Habitual eases 206 Habitual eases 151 

lating to pertod of ReH. Occasional oases 154 Ooowional oases 124 


ftifomtaUon promiaed in reply to part (e) of Starred Question No. 643, asked by Mr, 
Ananga Mohan Dam, on 23ih February, 1946 

pLBBicAL Staff of Ckntraij Rbpaboh iNsnnm, KASAincj 

Is) The pay in the new scale was fixed m aocordanoa with the rules. A npresentation was 
to the Director by some clerks for an increase in pay but the request was not grant^ as 
it was not admissible under the rules. 


Informalion promised *n reply to Starred Quesiion No. 661, asked by Mr. K. S. Oupta, 
on the 28th February, 1945 

Ath Subyby by Abohaeolooioal Dxpabtuxrt 

(a) A cortam number of air photographs have been taken for the Arehaeologieal Survey of 
iTid i*^ by R. A. F. photographece under training at various tunes m 1945. 

(5) The answer to the first part is in the negative. The second part does not arise. 

(o) The mogalithio and other sites recently discovered in the Madras area mre discovered 
by ground survey and not by air survey. It is the intention of the Archaeological Survey to 
I loceed with the survey and with the necessary measures of preeervation. 


Informalion promised in reply to a Supplementary question to Starred Question No. 661, 
asi^ by Mr. Manu St&edar, on the 5th March, 1946 

iSiOA Coum^v 

The Factories Act, 1934, does not mply to mica fhetorisB. Thowfae^iw do not satisfy 
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Infonidthri^fdmiaed'iti repttl to UHUdrted QtHatioM l^oa. 49 and 51, tuked by Sardar 
Mangal Singh, on^5(h March, 1945. 

Communal CoMPosmoK of onbtain staff undeb Commonwbaith ' IUblations 
Dbpabtmbnt, 

No. 49 .—Statement showing the number of appointments made in the Department of Com¬ 
monwealth Belations aikd its attached and subordinate offices since 1084 cairying a pay of 
Bs. 100 p. m, and above, and the number of Sikhs, Christians, Domiciled EuropeaDS and 
Anj^o-Indians and Parsis employed therein. (Hie Department pibper and some of its subordinate 
offices came into being <»ily since 1041). 


Nstnre Total No. No. No of No of No DMlgnatlon of 

of ofappoliit- of Indian Bnropeans of fflkhs so 

appointment monte . Slkhe Chrletlane and Anglo- Panle employed 

made Indians 

Uepoffsiesl of CommoHwtaUX SelaUoiu 


Of^etefthoOontniaofltOtoOJIleeriroraon Nose. New JMAf 


03eo of the Central X^uget Offierr, Bottom Boot, Calevtia 


03eo oftho Central Bofogoo Offieot SotMom Bono, Siadrao 


Ojileo oftho Central B^goo Offioor, Wotiom Bono, Bombag 


Offeo oftho ChUfBofngoo AdmMotmtor, Burma Ne/Wpee Orgontoalton, Anam, SMUong 
* 17 '■ 1* **10 ** e •Medloid'bffloar 

Me CMofBofugoo Adaitniitrator, Nunna R^ugoo OrgooHoatim, Bongol, MoMmogonf 


Pblioh Btfugoo Comp, XoUopur 


Polioh ChOdron’t Comp, Jomnogor 


BritM Btoeuoo Comp, Catmhotoro 


Protoeloro of BmigraMo, MadntIBomhag/Caleutta/KoroeM/Mmudapmm sad TstleerOi 

8 .. ' • 8 : ■ 
(part-Ume) mlnlstratton^sr 


OBm of tho High Coamr. for Indio <n AuetraHs 


i>JllooofthoBoprooonlaHooofthoOovt.ofIndiotritktkoaoot ofBuomo,fiimto 


dOoo oftho NeJMNMattw of Oe OOti. of Indio in Cogl», Colombo 


Bigh CommUoUmorfor Indio in FosM 4 /Km 




TUnpomry 






22 


LBOISLATIVB ASBBMBLV [ 21 BT JAM. 1946 

CoionTNAL CoHFOsmov or cxbtaik statt uvdbb Food DsPABTHmn* 

No. SI 

(a) 715 

g! 1 

(<*) 14 

(«) 5 

All appointnuints vrero made on a temporary buis. A list showing the names and desig¬ 
nations of Sikhs as on 31st May, 1045 is laid on the table of the House. 

List of Stkhs holding ijppointments carrying a calory of Re. 100 p. tn. and above in Ihe Food 
Department and aU the offleec under tts adminutrative eoiUtol. 

Assistant Directors—4. 

1. Mr Mohan Singh.A.*D. Storage. 


2. Mr. Mohmdar Singh 

3. Mr. G B Singh . 

4 Mr. Triloohan Singh 

1. Mr. Arjan Singh Jhandu 
1. Mr Ajit Singh 

1. Mr B. S, Lalia 

2. Mr Sarmukh Singh 


1. Kurnal Singh 

1. Rai Bahadur Col. Dina Nath 


1. Mr. N. D. Rikhi 


A. D. Statistics. 

A. D. (Purchase). 

A. D. (Purchase). 

Tech. Officer (Storage). 


Assistant Progress Officer. 
Assistant Progress Officer. 


Junior Analytical Chemist. 
Asstt. Veterinary Officer. 


Regional Food Commiasioner. 
Director of Movements. 


1. Mr. Trllok Singh . 

2. Hr. Oojindar Singh 
8. Mr. Khushal Singh 
4. Mr. Oharan Singh . 

0. Mr. Tirath Singh . 

6. Mr. Atma Singh . 

7. Mr. Jangshir Singh 

8. Mr. Darshan Singh 
0. Mr. Gurbachan Singh 

10. Mr. Jagjit Singh . 

11. Mr. Bhupindar Singh 

12. Mr. Rameahwar Singh 

15. Mr. J. C. Singh . 

14. Mr D S. Bi&hi . 

16. Mr B. S. Bedi 

16. Mr. Kartar Singh I 
17 Mr. Kartar Singh II 
18. Mr. Indar Singh Suri 
10. Mr. Bahit Singh . 

20. Mr. M. 8. Killadari 

21. Mr. Mehtab Singh 

22. Mr. T. S. Malhotra 

23. Mr. Sohan Singh Kohli 

24. Mr. Dayal Singh . 

26. Mr. Amar Singh 
26. Mr. Lai Singh 


AaBtt.-ln>Charge. 

Assistant. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Head Clerk (R. F. 0, U. P.). 
Assistant (S. C. I.’s Offloe). 
Stenogen^her. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sub^Overseer (I/C in D. F. HI). 


I nfyrmation promised in reply to Starred Question No. 718, aslced by Pandit NUahanOia 
Das, on Vte7ik IfarcX, 1946 

PBmiMaH OF MAKIVa SALT BNJOTBD BT COASTAL VlLLAGBBS OF KaKATPUB TbAKA 
(a) Yes, under the Delhi Pact. 

\b) No. Manufacture of salt on a factory basis Iqr a eo-openitivesooietyfiwmed in the ares 
andartbeaegiBoftheProvinoiaiaoveinmeDtliaB,howevar,beenteoentlystartedand asa oonse- 
quence some villages in the KakatpurThana have been brought withm the socqpe of that scheme. 
The Pact therefore oeases to benefit the residents of those villages which fidl within the limits pf 
soeh a factory. 

/e) Yes, subject to the rsstriotion ind ie a t ed in answer to part (b). 





















How m'tny exte'is’O'ii of extatmg How mi’iy extona'O'ia of existing 
faotones hive Oovernment fnotoriea hivo Oovernnient 

Finanoed aid w^'ch aro they Finmoed and whioh are they 


How mioh money 
have Qovercment 
spent on items (a) 
and (6) 


The Bengal Sdk Mills Co. Ltd., 
Murdiidabad. 

Motiullah Biswas, Murshidabad. 
Mohd. Lutfal Haq Biswas, Mur> 
dudabad 

<3ovt. Sawmills, Chalakundi (Ex> 
tension to Herbert Sawmill 
owned by Mr. E. J. Kuruvilla 
of AnamaUies Timber Trust 
Ltd.) 

Extension to Medical Store Depot. 
Factory Madras at Royapuram. 
M/s. Venesta Ltd. Manamng Agents 
M/s Octavius Steel Co., Ltd., 
Calcutta. 

Indian Copper Coipn. Ltd., Ohat- 
dla, B M Bly. 

Tata's Wheel l^ie A Axle Plant, 
Jamshedpur 

M/s Tata Agnoo Ltd, Jamdied- 
pur. 

m/s. McGxegor A Balforda Heat 
Treatment Centre, 11, Chve 
Street, Calcutta. 

Cooper Shiguieering, Satara. 
Britannia Eng. Co., Titagarh. 
India Machinery Co., Dassnagar. 
Jessop A Co, Ltd., Diun Dum. 
Mysore Kirloakar Ltd., Mysore. 
Ammunition Factory, &rkM. 
■Cordite Factory, Aruvankadu. 
Metal A Steel Factory, lahapore. 
■Gun A Shell Factory, Cossipore. 
Bifle Factory, Idiapore. 

Gun Carriage Factory, Jubbnl* 
pore. 

M. I O., Caknitta. 

■Ordnance Factory, Amntaar. 
Ammunition Factc^, Kirkee. 
Metal and Steel Factory, lahapore. 
Cordite Factory, Aruvankadu. 

B. N Railway. 

H. I. Radway. 

B. A A. Radway. 

B. B. A C. 1. Radway. 

G. I. F. Radway. 

B. N. W. Radway. 

Jodhpur Railway. 

N. W. Radway. 

S. I. Radway. 

B. S. Radway. 

General Motors. 

Indian Standard, Wagon. 
Telegraph Workshops, Ahpore, 

A Jubbulpore. 

M. A S. M. R^way. 

H. S. Railway. 

R. K. Radway. 

Acme Manufacturing Co. 
Allumuuum Co. 

Angus EngimT *>^"g Co. 

Allen Berry Co. 

Associated Maaufhctunng Co. 

B. I. B. C. Co. 

Associated Inst., Lahore. 
Britannia Engineering Co. 

Bum A Co. 

Bombay Telephone A Co. 


Bombay Electric A Tramways. 
Braithwaite A Co. 

B. A. Ansari 
Cannaught Iron Works. 

Calcutta, Tramways. 

Gresham Craven. 

G. E. Co. 

Gramaphone Co., Dum Dum. 
Gramaphono Co, Lahore. 

Garlic A Co. 

Godrej A Boyce. 

Guest, Keen Williams, Ltd. 

Golam Hussain. 

Electric Welding Manufacturing 
Co 

Hindustan Bicycle Co. 

H. M. Security Press. 

H. E. H. Nizam's Mint. 

Indian Standard Metal. 

Indian Scientifio Inst 

Indian Sowing Maohme, Lahore. 
Jesaop A Co , Dum Dum. 

Jay Ensmoermg Works. 

J. Hardaker A Co. 

Kumardhubi Engineering Works. 
Khosla A Co. 

Kapur Art, Lahore. 

Keymer, Baghshaw A Co. 
Lawrence A Mayo. 

Master of Mmt, Bombay. 

Metal Box A Co., Calcutta. 

Metal Bos. A Co., Bombay. 
Mcgregor A Balfour. 

Modem machmes. 

Maya Engmeenng Works. 

Malik Elmtno Works, Bombay. 
National Emporium. 

National Radio, Engineering Co. 
Oriental Metal Proamng. 

Port Gommiasionera, cyoutta. 
Port Engmeering Works. 

P. Orr A Sons. 

P. W. D. Workshops, Madras. 
Steel Produots, Ltd. 

Richardson A Cruddas, Bombay. 
Rawalpindi Engineering Works. 
Saxby A Farmer. 

Sarays Sugar Factory. 

Texmsoo. 

Vanesta A Co. 

Wdliam Jacks, Calcutta. 

William Jacks, Bombay 
William Jacks, Mculras. 

William Jacks, Lahore. 

Wolver Hampton Works. 


Amount spent <m 
factories mentioned 
in columnl—about 
846 lakhs. 

Amount qient on 
factories mentioned 
m oolomns 8.4— 
about 4,008 lakhs. 
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Information promised in repltf to parts (a) and (b) of Starred Queeiion No. 760, asked by 
Mr. Hari Sharan Prasad Snwutava, on the 7th March, 1945 
Insistino ok Pboductiok of Ticket at Rbsbbvatiok of Aocommodatiok 

No. 760 —(a) Yes, the Station Supdt. stated that no aoootumodation oould bo reserved 
without details of tickets hold No mention was, however, made of tickets for the journey from 
Amritsar to Delhi having to be bought at Delhi Shahdara, or of their being available at that 
station* 

(b) The reply to the first part is m the a&mative. 

Tickets for a journey from a particular station can bo purchased only at that station. If 
a 1st or 2nd class ticket is required from a station other than that at which the purchaser is 
living, a requisition for the ticket required, giving full particulars, and suificient money to cover 
the cost of tickets, reservation fee and postal chai^oa, should be sent well in advance to the Station 
Master of the station from which the journey is to commence The Station Master will arrange 
for the issue of a ticket, etc , and send the sd’no by registered post. 

In the case of through passengers travelling from foreign railway stations desiring to reserve 
acco nmodation from Junction stations on the North Western Railway, the production of tickets 
with the apphcation for reservation is dispensed with, but ticket numbers have to be mtimatod 
as soon as possible The detailed prodoodure is given m para (tt) of rule 62 of the general rules 
in the N W By. Time and Faro Table, m force from October, 1644, a copy of which is m the 
library of the House. 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 764, asked by Mr. Muhammad 
Nauman, on the 7th March, 1045 

Paucity of Muslims ik Establishment Bbakoh Staff Sections on East Indian 
Railway 

No. 784 —(a) It is not clear what the Honourable Member means by the words “in the same 
way," oooumng in this pewt, but if he is asking why thejvaoaneies were not fiUed on 60 : 60 basis, 
he IS referred to my reply to part (c) of his question No 763. Since the over-all percentage pres> 
oribed for Mushms on the E. 1. Railway has already been attained m its Establishment Branches, 
it 18 no longer necessary to reserve for Mushms 60 per cent, of the vacancies occurring in the 
Establishment Branchm of that Railway. 

(b) The information available in regard to the Establishment Branch of the Howrah Division 
shows that 10 permanent and 40 teimporaiy vacancies occurred during the period referred to. 
While permanent vacancies were filled by four Muslims and six Hindus, the temporary vacancies 
were filled by 17 Mushms and 32 Hindus. 


Information promised in reply to Starred Qnestions Nos. 766, 767 and 768, asked by 
ShaikhRafiuddin AhmadSiddsquee, onthe7ihMarch, 1945 
Appointmbnt of Non-Musums as Commbbcial Inspectobs on Bengal and 
Assam Railway 

No. 706. —(o) (Jovemment understand that the staff, numbering 34 of whom six were Mus* 
lima, appointed as Oommeraial Inspectors, pending selection by the TrafiBo Selection Ckimmittees 
in May, 1644, and January, 1046, were dnwn entirely from among those ottached to the Head* 
quarters o£Boe and were not called from Distnot OfiBcos. These men were promoted temporarily 
as a measure of administrative expediency and on the condition that it ^d not involve the perma* 
nent supersession of semor staff. 

(b) 32 Muslims and 117 non-Mushms were recommended by the District Selection Committees 
and 13 Muslims and 60 non-Mushms were recommended by the Headquarters Office for the posts 
of CcHimeroial Inspectors m connection with the selections held b^ween January, 1644, and 
January, 1646. Ae regards the second portion, the number of non-Mushms temporarily presnoted 
was 28. 


Muslim Employees and Pbomotions to Higheb Posts on Bengal and Assam 
Railway 

No. 767. —(O) Presumably the Honourable Member is referring to the appointment 
Oommeraial Inspectors mentioned m his Question No. 766. From the reply given to that ques* 
tion it will be seen that the facts are not as stated by him m this part of we question. 

(b) In view of the r^Iy to part (a), I do not consider any useful purpose will be served by 
oolleoting the details asked for. r r 


Allowing Unquaufied Candidates to appear fob Selection fob Posts 
OF Tbaoebs, etc., on Bengal and Assam Railway 
by •tanding orders of the nature referred to are traceable as having been issued 

(b) Does not arise. ^ , • 
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Information promised in rej^ fo Starred Que^ione Noe. T7S and 776, asted bjf ffajee 
ChowdAurj/ Muhammad lamail Khan, on the 7th Martin, 1945 

Non-Rboommxnsation of Muslim Staff for Posts of Juriob Pbbsokrbl 
Inspectors, East Indian Railway 

No 775 — (a) If the Honourable Member means that the staff recommended by Lucknow 
and Lillooah Workshopa to the Headquarters Office for selection were not examined by a prelimi¬ 
nary Selection Board the reply IS that no such examination was held Government are informed, 
however, that all eligible non-tochnical staff employed in the Lilleoah and Lucknow Workshops 
were considered by the Deputy Chief Mechanical Engineer, Lillooah and the Works Managers, 
Charbagh and Alambagh Werkshops, irrespective of the oonUnumty to which they belonged and 
that the most suitable men were recomkrended to the Headquarters Office for selection. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 


Non-Rbcommbndation of Muslim Staff for Posts of Junior Personnel 
Inspectors, East Indian Railway 

No 778 —(a) and (c) The attached statement givos the required information. It wiill bo 
observed therefrom that the staff recommended for th<t post of Junior Personnel Inspector 
possessed either practical experience of Establishment work or an adequate knowledge of rules 
and regulations and had acquired loiowloc^ pertaining to labour affairs 

(A) None of the ohgible non-teohnioal Muslim omployeos possossod similar quahfioations 


ParticuJars of employees recommended hy the lAttoodh and Lucknow Workshops for the 
posts of Junior Personnel Inspectors %n Grade Rs 200 (revised) 

Substantive Academic Departmental and 

post Grade qualifications special qualifications Remarks 


Has rendored 24 years* Ho withdrew his 
service of which approxi- name eventually, 
matoly 8 years were 
spent in the Pay Bill 
& EstablisKment Sec¬ 
tions, and Time Office, 
possesses a thorough 
knowledge of rules and 
regulations. 

Ass stant Yard l^O—lA/2—120 Bead upto Has adequate knowledge 


Head Oerk, 200-10-260 Ntl 
Pay Bill (Old El) 
Section 200—10—220 
(Lfflooah). (1038) 

180 (1034). 


Master 

(Lilloocdi). 


Incharge, 
Establish- 
ment Sec. 
(Lucknow 
Loco.). 


(Revised) 


200—10—260 
(Old El). 
200 — 10—220 
(1028). 

180 (1934) 


B Com. 


of rules and regulations 
of the railway. Was in 
daily contact with 
labour staff not only 
in his own office, but 
withthe Wagon Repair 
& C orriage Impair Shops. 


Selected as suitable 
after (i) passing a 
written test re Es¬ 
tablishment rules 
etc and (tt) appear¬ 
ing m interview in 
the Headquarters 
Office. 


Matriculate Worked as inoharge, Es- Not selected, 
tablishment Section in 
the Construction Branch 
of the Engineering 
Department for 2} 
years and thereafter 
as Head Clerk, Es¬ 
tablishment in the 
office of the Works 
Manager (Loco) for 
about 10 Years. 

Qualified in Establish¬ 
ment rules and regula¬ 
tions Acquired re¬ 
quisite knowledge per¬ 
taining to 
affairs. 


Information promised in reply to part (b) of Starred Question No. 787, ashed by Maidvi 
Midiammad Abdid Ohani, on the 7th ^anh, 1946 
Muslims in certain -Posts in Metals Dibeotorate of the Dibsotobatb General, 
Munitions Production, Calcutta 

No.^78r-^) Wthe sikTMHnical Assistants m the Metals Iliieotbmfie, three m graduates in 
IfoysiosandOtherthNeare Arto'Graddates. Mdrab^, *twu*hf thdmhadjpre. 
vioos experienoe of the» manufacture of tin containers and of the wefrtdng Of a Cotttfti Mill. Five 
of the men spent an appreciable time m other duties in the D. O. M. P. iitvOtvidg bJdierieaoe in 
mtMa before being made Techmcal Assistants. The sixth was reoruited direetly as'snbh in the 
light df three years’ praotical excerience. 




InfprmaUon promised in repHy to Starred Queationa Noa. 792 {b) and 793, aihed by 
Mr. Muhammad Nauman, on 7ih March, 1945 
Aim-MnsLiM Athtudb ot Employmxkt Offioxbs (Wobkshops), East 
Ikoxan Railway 

No. 792. —(6) Particulars of some of the representations are given below:— 


Shop Name and Ticket No. Nature of representation 


Lillooah 

Lillooah 

Jamalpur 

Charbagh 

Charbagh 

Alambagh 

Alambogh 


Dll Mohd. 187H. Fitter, 
Millwright Shop. 

Niyajoo, 1033L . 

s 

Dm Mohammad, 3381 Forge 
Shop. 

Mohandnad Russam, 2124 . 
Abdul Wohod, 2669 . 


Mohd. Farooi 
Apprentice, ' 

Shop “ A ”. 

Baqridi, Tempy. Cooly 


Trade 
No 232 


Application for extension of service or 
reappointment. 

Application for 3rd extension of 12 months' 
service 

Application for alteration of his recorded 
age. 

Application for alteration ofpositiononthe 
seniority list. 

Appeal against removal from service and 
re-omployment at Bs. 22 as against old 
pay of Rs. 26. 

App^ against removal from service. 


Appeal against removal from service. 


Muslim Obabobmen in Lillooah Workshop 


No. 793. —(a) The required particulars of Chargemen are as follows:— 


Number permanent 
(induding provisional). 

Category 


Temporiuy against— 


Permanent vacancies Additional 

posts 

Muslims Non-MuMims 

i 

1 

Non-Muslims Muslims Non-Muslims 

Tecfanioslly trained 6 76 

ChargetaMn. 

4 

1 

1 

Non-t echnically 1 2 

trained Chorgenoen 

2 

7 3 

9 


(6) No, though due to the embargo on confirmations, those in temporary employenmt <» 
1st June, 1942, cannot be confirmed. Those eligible have, however, been given the benefits of 
permanent service in accordance with the rules. 

(e) 9 vacancies of techmcally trained Chargdmen occurred in the Lillooah Workshops during 
the period referred to, 8 of which were filled. 


InSofmcMon promiaed in reply to Starred Queationa Noa. 795, 796 and 797, aaked by 
Dr. Habibur Rahman, on the 7th Mar^, 1945 
Bbvbbsiom op Sbniob Muslim Head Tbahs Ezaminbbs at Badabfub 
No 79ik —Only one case occurred during 1944-46 m which a Muslim semor Tram Examiner 
who was appomted to officiate as Head Tram Examiner at Badorpur was reverted to his original 
post op being found unsuitable for the higher post. The next senipr Tram ExamiAr who is a non- 
Muslim on the list was appomted to replace him. Both the employees referred to were given 
officiating pcdmotion m turn in the order m which they stood on the seniority list, and therefore 
it was not considered neceqmiy to hold Selection Committee. 


SuPBBSBaaioM of Muslims at Pbomotion to Posts op Juniob Tbain 
Examinbb nr Badabfub Distbict 
No. 796.^a) and fe) Qoyemm^pli era informed that during the year 1944-46, only one 
... .d by a non-Muslim when promotions to the grade 


MoshmAssistant lYamHBdramtf pas appetseded by a non-Muslim when promotions to the grade 
of Junior Ttain Examiner were nisule. .Stothqi these employees were examined personally by the 
Distnot Meohapioal ^|tli Depegi^ 1944, and theMuilinv Aasistant^ijriain Sxi 


(6) ThscMplF it in\bi 
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Tbaimimo or Nom-Musum FrrTBB Coozjes as Tbaim Examimebs im Badabfub 
District 

No 797. —(a) and (b) Two non-Miubins. one Assistant Fitter and one Fitter C 00 I 7 were 
Bent to Katihar for training as Tram Examiners after being thoroughly tested by the Distnot 
Officer. Mushmssenior to those selected, being lUiterate, were not considered suitable, as Train 
Examiners are required to possess some knowledge of English 

InformtUton promised in reply to part (6) of Starred QtiesUon No. 798, ashed hy Mr, 
Badri Dtdt Pande, on the 7th March, 1945 

Bestbiotiom on Bookimo or Lichi akd Mango Fruits erom MuzArrARPUR 
Railway Station 

No. 798 —(b) Tt has been ascertained that the reasons for the imposition of the restriction on 
the booking of lichies and mangoes were as follows.— 

The Go'^amercial Committee of the Indian Railway Conferened Association m their resolution 
No C /668 mcMlo out a list of articles not to be accepted for booking as parcels. In r^rd to 
articles not included in this list, they preecnbod certain conditions, r g , the maximum weight per 
package not to exceed 2 maunds; the number of packages in one consignment per consignor per 
uy not to exceed 6 Fresh fruits not being included m this list, could be acceptra provided these 
conditions were fulfilled 

The General Manager, OAT. Railway, hss, however, in a circular dated 6 th April, 1946, 
authorised exemption of fWiah fruits from the operation of these conditions and this traffic is now 
being accepted for booking by passenger tram 


Information promised in reply to part (d) of Starred Question No. 812, asked by Mr, 
Manu Subedar, on the 8th March, 1945 
Adult Iatebacy 


No. 812—(d) 


I, Commonwealth Relations Deparfroent 


11. Education, Health and Lands Depart¬ 
ment. 


(t) Archaeological Department . 


(w) Delhi Polytechnic 


(m) ImperiaTLibraiy, Calcutta 


(to) Imperial Record Department 


(o) Office of the Director-General, Indian 
IMical Service. 

(vt) Office of the Public Health Commission¬ 
er with the Government of India. 


(ott) Survey of India 


Peons and daftries are encouraged to learn 
Hindi or Urdu and English in tiieir spare 
time 

The Adult Education Section of the Central 
Advisory Board Library affords educational 
facilities to inferior servants by lending 
books. 

Efforts are made to make the illiterate employees 
pick up a working knowledge of at least one 
Indian language. 

There is an Adult Education Centre at the 
Polyteohmc. Primers, stationery, etc. are 
distributed to the menial servants. The 
instruction work is done by Volunteers from 
among staff and students. 

Members of staff are encouraged to lead books 
by lending them from the Library free of 
charge. 

The inferior staff are permitted to use the facili¬ 
ties afforded by the Library of the Central 
Advisory Board of BUlucation. 

Inthocfficeofthelmpenal Serologist, CalcuttSi, 
inferior servants are being taught by clerks 
of that office. 

At Karachi Air Port, the Assistant Air Port 
Health Officers have instiVoted the inferior 
staff to read nifmbers on airoraft and to ask 
simple questions in English and understand 
the replies. The Madras Port Health De¬ 
partment are now providing primers and 
slates to the inferior staff and regular leasons 
ate given every day for an hour. 

In the case of superior service personnel the 
departmental training given m the lower 
grades has the effect of increasing their liter¬ 
acy. In the case of inferior staff every 
encouragement is given to them to acquire 
and increase literacy in the course of the pro- 
gcamme of thoir duties. 

The inferior staff are encouraged to lecon En giiaii 
by holdmg out to them proqMots of promo- 


(mti) Zoological Survey of India 
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<detwmiiMti(m separately in eaoh area in aooordanoe with facts For the oonvenienoe of the trade, 
liowever, and in order to ensure uniformity throughout the country, CoUeotota were ordmed not 
4o charge betehnuts which were proved to have been harvested before the 1st March, 1944. 

(6) Separate particulars in respect of duty collected on stocks held on the 31st January, 1944, 
in South Kanara are not available 

(e)and(d) Representations wore received, ftom certain areas in the Madras Colleotorate. 
The Gollector was authorised to refund duty collected in those areas where he was satisfied that 
the harvesting of betel-nuts was generally completed before the 1st March. 

(e) No representations have been received in regard to the condition onposed in the orders 
vefisrted to in the reply to parts (e) and (d) of the question 

(/) Orders have been issued as indicated m the reply to parts (e) and (d). 

(g) The Central Excises and Salt Act, 1944, and the Central Excise Rules, 1944, which jpvem 
arooanut taxation, were first published in the Oazetu ot India Extraordinary, dated 28th Febru- 
ary, 1944 
(A) Yes. 


Jnfarmation promised ttt reply to Starred Qitest%on No. 908, naked by Hajee ChowdhUry 
Muhammad Ismatl Khan, on the 120t March, 1945 
Bevbbsion of Muslim District Train Controllxrs (Calodtta), Bengal 
AND Assam Railway 

No. 908 —(a) Government are infiMmed that of 2 officiating District Tram Controllers reverted 
in 1944 on account of incompotoncy, one was a Mushm The following is the position regarding 
■eadi of the quahfloations claimed to be possessed by the Muslim employee :— 

(») He had not passed all departmental examinations, but sufficient to quahfy for the post ha 
4ield. 

(m) He had completed theoretical and practical training only m regard to control duties. 

(«h) He had offiimted as District Tram Controller for about 1| years and not 3 years 
itu) He had been approved for appomtment as District ^ain Controller. 

(6) Does not arise 

(e) The District Train Controller in question was dealt with m aooordanoe with the Discip* 
line R^es and given a fiitt opportunity for submitting his defence. 

Information promiaed in reply to Starred Qtieafion No. 926, tubed by Shrimati 
K. Badha Bai SiMarayan, on the I2Ht March, 1945 
Closing down of the Bailly Munitions Factory, Nagpur 

No. 920—la) Owing to a change in the- production pro^mme, the Faotoiy was closed on 
Ist November, 1944, and the dispersal of the Production Staff caused some of the quarters to 
tieoome vacant. A skeleton staff, however, remamed m occupation of some of the quarters to look 
aflOT the machinery and plant pending receipt of a decision from H. M. G. regarding the future 
•of the Factory. 

(b> There was no avoidable loss of revenue as pending H M. G’s deoision m this matter 
thSiVacant quarters could not be permanently allotted to the railway staff 

(o) 040 units of staff quarters were built m connection with this Faotory. These quarters, 
•exce^ thoM occupied by the skeleton staff, referred to in reply to (a) above, were partly occupied 
hy mlway staff bai the remomder were not, as the staff were apprehensive of the possibility of 
their subsequent ejectment should H. M. O. decide to re-open the Factory 

(d) As it has sinoe been decided not to re-open the Factory, the railway staff have been asked 
to occupy all the quarters available 


Information promiaed in reply to Starred Question No. 962, tubed by Sri K. B. Jinaraja 
Hedge, on the 13th March, 1945 
Prices of Bice, Wheat and Bajra in certain districts. 

No. 962 —(a) A statement is laid on the table of the House 

(6) The di^nties m purchase and selling prices m Dharwar and Bqapur are ohiefiy due to 
tho va^ing cost of transport withm the districts 

(e) In Madras districts. Collectors take steps to find suitable storage aoocrmmodatlon, if 
necessary, by requisitioning. Four Assistant Entomologists have been appomted m the province 
for inspecting grams. 

For the proper care of stored grams m Bombay districts, godown keepers, godown manage^ 
godown Inspectors and district Distribution Supermtendents have been appointed. An Am* 
tant Director of Civil Supplies (Districts) has also fapen appomted whose duty is to inspect the 
go^wnsm the province outside the c^ of Bombay and to advise Collectors regarding the pro* 
per storage of grain. Besides, non-oCB^l Godown Contmittees have been appointed m eaoh 
distnct to inspect godowns and to suggest imnrovement-m storage, wheretw nceessa s y 

(d) There ore Distnct Food Councils in Malabar, Kanam,BelUiry and Nilrins which ordinorl* 
ly meet once a month. In the distnots of Belgaum, Dharwar, Bijapor ahd North S^anora there 
are(l) Distnct Price andSapply Advieory Committees and the gtandiag iConkaitteesi (S) Taluka 
Price and Supply Advlsm Qainmittee for each taluka and (8) Bationing Advisory CoramittM 
for eaebiBtM»&g area. The District Pritie and AdeisorF 'OctdU]attteM>xraet anee a month, 

suid.’thsir standiBgQeirainiUeekmeefegeBiendly'eaoa a .the Tuuln'.PclM.and Bu«^^ 

AdTMasF^oBanitteee ondAkilaittoiAcAdnMMy Caeamm oMoSMly^ssI dnee a monffiT* 



SiaiemerU showing Purchasing and SeUing Prices ofBiee, Wheat and Saj 
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Informationprxmised in reply to a Short Notice Question, asl^byMr. T. S. AtnnaeM- 
1 ^ HI lingam Chettiart on the IZth March 1945 

Cases ov PaanrsEsnsio aed Koabdieo aoaxebt Evbopbae Tsadiko Ooeoebks 


Number of caaea under the Hoaidmg and Profiteering Prevention Ordmanoe d e tecte d against 

Eun^ean Trading Conoems and ohallaned m courts.40 

STATEMENT H 

Number of oases under the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinanoe in whioh an 
offence is suapeoted against European Trading Conoems and in respect of which enquinea axe in 

progress, and have not sret been ohallaned.26. 

STATEMENT HI 

Names of firms convicted and the aentenoea awarded to them. 


8 . No. Nanw Sentence 

(Bohbat Cmoin) 

1 . M/s Balh Brothers.Pmed Rs 201, phta 1 day’s simple imprison* 

ment. 4^ 

2. M/s. Ralli Brothers (2nd case) . . General Manager, Manager and salesman 

^ fined Ra 1 , 000 , Ra. 200 and Ra 100^ res* 

peotively. 

S. M/s Vblkart Brothers .... Pined Rs. 10,000. 

A M/a. J. L Monson, Son A Jones, Ltd. . Pmed Ra. 2,000. 

(CAnouTTA Ceboub) 

5 . M/s. Anglo Swiss Watch Co. . . Prtmietor and salesman fined Ra 200 and 

Ra 100, reipeotively. 

6 . M/a. Prank Rosa and Co.Fined Ra 200 

7. M/a. Frank Rosa and Co. (2nd case) . Fmed Ra. 600. 

P. M/s. Thackers Spink A Co. . . . Manager and salesman fined Ra 600 

Ra. 200, respeotively. 

9. M/a. British Hidian Engr. Stores . . Proprietor and salesman fined Rs 300 

Ra 200, leqpeotively. 

10. M/a. Jubilee Stores.Fmed Ra. 20. 

11. M/s J. Eara.Fmed Ra 600. 

12. Mfa. R. J- Watsons.Fined Ra 200. 

15. M/a R. Qoldberty.Fined Ra. 600. 

(Lahobb Gibcu) 

lA M/a Smith and Campbell .... Sales lady and oadi derk fined Ra 76 and 

Ra 126 reqieotively. 

16. M/s. Kmg and Co. . . Fmed Ra 60. 

16. M/s. K. Macdonald A Sons . . Fmed Rs 1,000. 

17. M/s. Wengers.Fmed Ra 600. 

STATEMENT IV 

Names of firms acquitted on prosecution. 

B.No. Names 

1 . M/s. Asquith and Lords Ltd , Bombay. 

2. M/s. Thaokera, Ltd. 

Nora.—^The above statements are in respect of British India for the period from the 16th 
October 1043, the date of the promulgation of the H. A P. P. Ordinance, to the 31st March 1946. 

Information premised in reply to part (c) of Starred Quezon No. 991, ashed by 
Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh, on the 14fA Mardi 1946 
Officebs ts Tbainino at Staff Colleoe, Quetta 

The remaining 8 offloera domiciled m India came from the following Provinces and States:— 

Punjab.4 Bikaner. 1 

Bombay.1 Kashmir. 1 


Information promised in reply to part (e) of Starred Qriestion No. 1001, ashed by 
Mr. Nam Narayan Singh, on the 14(A March 1945 
Land acquired for Aerodrome near Oata 
(s) The position on the 12th June 1946 was as follows :— 

Zamindars Tenants 
Rs. Rs. 

Amount already paid. 26,184 8 0 1,88,671 14 0 

Amount under duburaement 12,017 10 0 64,693 5 0 

Farther sums due for payment (approximately) 89,000 • 0 24,000 0 (t 


Totals . 1,27,202 2 0 2,12,866 8 0 
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Information prOmiaed in rejiy to Starred Question No. 1032, ttalud by Lada Sham Lad, 
on the IMA March 1945 

DUTtBS OF CONTBOLLHBS ON OESTAXN RAILWAYS 

(а) (•) Seotion Controllera on the three railways named regulate the movement of trams and 
distribution of stodc on the seotions, and obtam information from stations regarding the stook 
pomtion, relief arrangements, ete. On the Q. I. P. Railway, Seotion Controllera also order goods 
trains, while on the North Western Railway they curange trains m eonsultation with D^ty 
ControUen. 

(m) Deputy Controllers generally supervise and guide the Seotioa Contcollera, watch the 
movement of iimortant trains and take over a section m the event of an acmden t . The ordering 
of trams on the East Indian Railway is done by Deputy Controllers. 

(tu) Chief Controllers are reqionsible for the general supervision of the control offloe. 

(б) Yes, on the buBy seotuma of the Bombay and Bhuaaval Diviaums of the G. I. P. Railway, 
where it is necessary to relieve Seotion Controllers of eonsiderable wntmg and other olenoal work. 

( 0 ) On the 0.1. P. and N. W. Railways. 

(d) On the North Western Railway stook is allotted by a special Stock Controller under the 
anpe^ision of the Chief ControUor; on the Q. L P. Railway we Chief Controller, where one is 
vmvided, is responsible for this work, otherwise the Deputy Controller ; and on the Eaat Indian 
Railway, stock is not allotted ^ Controllen. 

(e) Except in the case of Chief Controllers on the Eaat Endian and North Western Railways, 
where they are treated as supervisory staff, the Controllers are olassifled as * continuous ’ workers 
under the Hours of Employment Regulations and work for six to eig^t hours a day m aocordanee 
with requirements. 

Information promised in reply to part (e) of Starred Q;aeiltion No. 1006, asked by 
Mr. Piare LM Kwred, on the 191A March 1945 
Civilian Gazetted Oefioebs 

(e) It IS rogretted that rm reootd of appheationa received nor of apphoationa rejected is k^t. 

Information promised in reply to Starred Questions Nos. 1097, 1098, 1009, 1101 and 
1111 (e), asked by SriK.B Jinaraja Hegde, on the lOfA March 1946 
Excise Duty on Betel Nuts in oebtain Madbas Distbiots 

No. 1007.—(a) and (6). Attention la mvited to the reply to part (a) of question No. 886. 

(e) No duty was collected on betel nut harvested before Ist March 1B44 m the distncts of 
Coimbatore and Nilgins. As regards South Kanara, Malabar, and Coorg, no separate figures are 
available. 

(d) Declarations of stocks of cured nuts mode to the Central Excise Officers on or before 1st 
April, 1044 and the aooounta mamtamed by the ourers, dealers, banks and oo-operative societies 
were taken os the basia for determining whether the beM nuts were cured before Ist Apnl 1944. 

(s) No. But declarations of stocks of betel nuts on Ist Apnl 1044 were obtained from ourers, 
dealera, etc. 

(/) Attention is invited to the rqily to parts (e) and (d) of question No. 886 

Pbe-E^xoise Cebtifioates fob Betel Nut Gbowbbs and Tbadebs in South Kanaba 
Distbiots 

No. 1098^0) Yes. 

( 6 ) Yea. 

Excise Duty on Betel Nuts in South Kanaba Distbiots 

No. 1099 .—(a) Where alter scrutiny it was found that certificates of exemption had been 
erraneously granted the certificates were canoelled and duty amounting to about Ra. 30,000 was 
demanded. These claims are being r eviewed by the Collector m the li^t of the General Orders 
reforr^ to m the r^ly to parts (o) and (d) of question No. 886. 

(e) Approximatety Rs. 4,600. 

(d) Attention is mvited to the repty to ports (e) and (d) of question No. 886 . 

Restbictions on Betel Nut Cuibtvation and Cubino in oebtain Madbas 
Distbiots 

No. 1101 .—Growers cultivating less than ten acres and curers ouriog leas than 100 
are not obli^ to maintam accounts; but the local ofSoers have advised them in their own 
interests, to keep a simple record of their disposals m order to assist them m acoounting for their 
products when making their declarations to the Ebcoise Officer at the end of the curing seosoq, 

Lands hequisitionbd from Ryots at Kumhla, South Kanaba Distbiot 


No. nil. —(a) Rice. 894 msiinds. 

Betel nuts. 860 maunds. 

Cooonuts 
Pqpper 


224,000 numbers. 










The value of the unported drugs purohaaed dunng the period lat November 1048 to the Slat 
Au gimt 1M4 waa Rs 1,17,78,436 approxunately. Due to various difficulties, moludmg the non¬ 
availability of priced invoices m certaui oases, it is not possible to supply figurra showing the value 
of imported drugs during the remainmg period of the financial years 1048-44 and 1044-46. 

Information promiaed tn reply to Starred Questions Nos. 1124,1126 and 1126, aake/i 
by Shavkh BafiuMtn Ahmad Siddiquee, on ^ 20th March 1945 
Cbbtain a Class Muslim Guards rbvertbd to B Class in Howrah Division, 
East Indian Railway 

No 1124 —(a) and {b) Government are informed that only one such Muslim Guard was 
detailed to attend the senior Assistant Station Masters* Refireaher Course m May 1944 and waa 
reverted to Grade II in August 1944. The question of sending such staff for Refresher Courses 
after 46 yeeua, age is being exammed. 

A Class Non-Muslim Guards sent for Refresher Course in Howrah Division, 
East Indian Railway 
No 1125 —(a) It IS not a fact 

(b) Three non-Mualima wore sent for the Refrodier Course dunng the period referred to. 

Certain A Class Muslim Guards reverted to B Class in Howrah Division, 
East Indian Railway 

No. 1126 —(a) and (b) There waa only one Muslim Guard affected, as stated m the reply to 
Starred Question No IIM He joined the E I Railway as a Grade II Guard on the 2ad March 
1922, and was posted to officiate as Grade I Guard from the 9th June 1943 He has not passed 
aU the departmental examinations and the reward of Rs 20 which ho received on one occasion was 
m connection with good work m recovering a bale of goods. He waa reverted to a Grade II 
Guard’s post because he was found unfit to fill the higher post. 

InfofInaUon promised tn reply to part (6) of Starred Question No. 1138, cuked by 
Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon, on the 2)lh Mirch 1945 
Seniority of Muslims recruited in Karachi Division, North Western Railway 
( b) Government understand that due to a 'niHapprehonsion m regard to certain orders, clerks 
in Grade I on the Karachi Division were being sh >wn against permanent posts in accordanoe with 
then seniority reckoned from the date of appouioment and not in order of communal rotation Thu 
resulted m a few temporary Hindu Clerks, Grad^ I, being promoted to G.-u le 11 against long-term 
vacancies and certam Muslim clerks wbo were temporary ugaiost perm uiuit va sancies being only 
posted to officiate m Grade II in normal leave vacancies. The seniority of the staff affected is 
being rofixed m accordance with the correct prooedure and no further action u considered 
necessary 

Information promised tn reply to Starred Question No. 1142, asked by Mr. Muhammad 
Al^n, on the 20th March 1945. 

Block Signalmen on Bengal and Assam Railway 
( o) Appointments to the category of Block Signalmen on the Bengal and Assam Railway 
are taken into account for tho purpose mentioned 
(b) The required information is as follows:— 

1942 1943 

Hindus .... 49 Hindus .... 27 

Muslima .... 3 Muslun ... 1 

Indian Qmatian 1 

-do) Yes,inviewofthetechnioalnatureofthework,theposts of Block Signalmen arc normally 
filled by promoting experienced Switchmen. Such promotions, however, arc treated os direct 
appointmeq,ts for the purpose of adjustment of the communal quotas. 

(d) No: as stated in reply to Shaikh Rtffiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee’s Starred Question 
No. 1127, askod on 20th March 1946, the reservation of communal percentages in direct recruit¬ 
ment is not required to be observed in respect of individual categories but m respect of the rodway 
as a whole. 
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Info/maHon pramiaedin reply to Starred Queatione Noa. 1150 and 1161, tzaked by 
Hajee Chowdhwry Mu^mmad lamail Khan^ on the 2XHh March 1946 
PAuomr OF Muslims in Medical Department Selection Boards, Bengal and 
Assam Railway 

No. 1150. —(a) and ( 6 ). No Selection Boards were held for promotion to the District 
and Assistant Medical Officer grades during the years 1943 and 1944 As regards the posto 
of Assistant Chemists and Laboratory Assistanta (senior and junior) only one selection was held 
on 16th December 1944, and the Selection Board consisted of four Hindus and 1 Muslim. 

(e) A very senior non-Muslim doctor was promoted as District Medical Officer temporarily. 
The only Muslim ^ctor who possesses foreign degrees has also been promoted temporarily as a 
District Medical Officer on the Bengal and Assam Bailway. 


Ignoring Muslim Claims for Clerical Grade Promotions in Medical 
Department, Bengal and Assam Railway 
No 1151 —(a) Government are informed that promotions to Grades * D ‘ E ’ and ' F ’ of 
the clerical cadre of the Medical Department of the B A A. Railway are made on the basis of senior¬ 
ity and without the cusistance of Selection Boards. The promotions referred to were also made in 
accoidanoe with semority except m the case of two Muslims, who though junior m seryioe to oer- 
tam non-Muslima, were temporarily promoted to ‘ D ’ Grade for admmistrative convenience. 

( 6 ) The numbor of non-Muslims promoted to Grades ‘ P ’,* E * and * D ’ is 1, 9 and 6 respect¬ 
ively, and that of Muslima is nW, 1 and 6 respectively. The reply to the latter portion does not 
anae in view of the reply to part (a) 


Information promiaed tn reply to Starred Question No 1164, aaked by Mr. Han Sharon 
Prasad Srivaalava, on the 20th March, 1946 
Restriction on Booking of Green Fruits from Muzaffarpur Railway Station 
T he Honourable Member is referred to the information laid on the table of the House m r^ly 
to part ( 6 ) of Starred Question No 798, asked by Mr. Badri Dutt Pande, m the Legislative 
Assembly on the 7th Much 1946 


Information promiaed in reply to Starred Question No 1163, aaked by Shaikh Rafiuddin 

Ahmad Siddiquee on behalf of Dr. Habibar Rahman, on the 2(W^ Marth 1945 
Paucity of Muslims in Establishment Sections at Chittagong, Bengal and 
Assam Railway 

(а) No There are 10 Muslima m the Establishment Section of the Traffic Department and 
2 m the Administration Department Government are informed that the majority of the existing 
staff m the Establishment Sections of the Departments referred to are employees taken over from 
the late A B Railway Company and that owing to the disturbed conditions m the Chittagong 
area, the BAA. Rauway Admmiatration have had to confine their recruitment to Chittagoim 
Itself and have found it difficult to obtain Muslim recruits against the reservation prescribed 
for them 

( б ) The mformation required is tabulated below : 


Number of staff oommunitywiae 


Name of the Office 

Hmdus 

Muslims 

Anglo- 

Indians 

Other 

Mmonty 

Communities 

Total 

Traffic .... 

21 

10 

1 

1 

83 

Engineering . 

4 




4 

Sic^ .... 
Electrical 

4 

8 




4 

3 

A R. P. 

4 




4 

Administration 

17 

2 

1 

1 

21 


Information promiaed in reply to Starred Queatwna Noa. 1165 [parta[a) to (c)], 1166, 
1167 and 1168, mked by Mr. Muhammad Nauman, on the ^th March 1945 
Promotions to Lower Gazetted Service, East Indian and Bengal Assam 
Railways 

' No. 1165. —(a) The table below gives the required mformation: 


Rftilway TTimlMfl ^ Mushms Christianfl Sikha 


B-AA. 43 6 21 I 1 

B-1. 86 8 87 .. 1 
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(b) The prooeduze for aeleoting senior subordinates to gazetted ranks difibred on railways 
I nor to November 1944. Smoethm, however, a uniform priMeduze is being followed as indioaM 
mBailway Board’s letter No. E44PM12, dated 10th November 1044, a copy of whieh was placed 
on the table of the House m rqply to part (b) of Lala Sham Lall’s Stanred Question No. 1130 
asked on the 20th Mandi 1945. Atoording to this letter, aeleotions are heing made with the help 
of properly oonstituted Boards. Further, railway administrations have been asked to review the 
eases of staff previously approved m aooordanoe with the procedure preaenbed m this letter. 

(e) On the B. ft A. Railway, Selection Committees were not held m all oases prior to July 
1944. The Selection Boards h^ during the period referred to m Part (a) of the question on the 
E. I. Railway included one Muslim OfBcer, whilq on the B. ft A. Railway Selection Committees 
convened after November 1944, were oonstituted m aooordanoe with the Railway Board’s inatruo* 
tiona issued during that month. 


A Class Ottasds on East Indian Railway 

No. 1168. —(a) Of 675 Guards Grade I (the proper olaasifieaAion being Grades I ft II and no 
Clas s e s A ft B ) employed on the East IndiAn ^Oway on Slat December 1944, 113 were Muslims, 
(b) 14, of whom 4 were Miialiins. 

(o) The total number of guards promoted from Grade n to Grade I as on 31st December 1944 
wbs 348, ofwhom78weieMualizns. Separate figures for piomotiona during 1944 are not available^ 
(d) The reply to both parts of the question is m the afOnnative so far as annual r^rta rolat- 
ing to direct recruitment are ooncemed No reports m regard to vacancies filled by promotion 
are required to be subnutted aa the orders regarding reservation of oommunal percentages apply 
only to vacancies open to direct recruitment. 


Appointments to Loweb Gazetted Rank 

No. 1167 —(a) 782 subordinates, of whom 218 were Mualima, were appointed durmg the 
period referred to, and eight subordmatea, three of whom were Muslima, were promoted to the 
Lower Gazetted Service on the O. ft T Railway 

(b) 630 vaofmcioa m the subordinate cadre were advertised. Generally, advertiaomonta are 
inserted m at least six of the following newspapers — 

The Searchlight 
The Indian Nation 
The Cbnatian Layman 
The Statesman 
The Pioneer 
The Leader 

The Itihad, Haq, Maahraque, Aj, Bharat and Gyanshakti. 

(e) Appomtmenta to subordinate services against vacancies referred to m (b) above were made 
through the medium of sdection committees. A major portion of the remaining 252 vacancies 
were reviewed later by a Selection Board 

As regards the Lower Gazetted Service, the vacancies, which were confined to the Accounts 
Department, were filled either by the transfer of suitable persona firom other railways or by seleo- 
tuHia made by the Financial Adviser and Chief Accounts OfiBcer with the approval of the General 
Manager of the Railway. No adection committees were appomtad for filhim Lower Gazetted 
Service vacancies during the jrears in question. In this connection Honourable lumber’s attention 
is invited to Railway Board’s letter No. E. 44PM18, dated 14th November 1944, a copy of which 
^_ . . 

No. 


vited to Radway Board's letter No. E. 44FM12, dated 14th November 1944, a copy of which 
placed on the table of the House is rraly to part (b) of Lala Sham Lall’s Starred Question 
1130 asked on the 80th Maioh 1046. 


rmard 

IlIBwiy y 


(d) and (a). So far os aubordinata staff are ooncemed. the prinoi 
to setting up of aeleotion committees and i ’ ' ' 
vacancies are detailed m the rules for the r 


1 practice adopted in 
img approval lists of candidates fbr 
t and training of subordinate staff os 


contained in Appendix n to the State Railway Eetablidiment Code, Volume I, a copy of wUdh is 
available in the Library of the House. Aa regards the Lower Gazetted Service, the question does 
not arise in view of the reply to put (o). 


Oevtoebs and Subordinates in Food Gontbol Depabtment, Oudh and 
Tibhut Railway 

No. 2155.—(a) 81. 

(b) 21 . 

(e) Partly by direct recruitment and partly by transfer from other departments. 

(d) 18 and 3 respectively. 

(e) In October 1944, posts of Inspectors and Depot Store Keeper were advertised and 6 
Musliins and 2 Hmdus were appomtad after proper selecnim. The latter part does not anse. 

(/) 4 Hindus. 
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Information promised in reply to Starred Questions Nos. 1169, WO and 1171, ashed 
Dewan Ahdvl BasUh Choudhvry, on the 2XHh March, 1946 

Besionsd Muslim Guards not beplaobd by Muslims in Howrah Division 
East Indian Railway 

No. 1169.—{a) and (6). The actual pomtion, ao far as vacancies caused by the resigns* 
tion of persons appointed in temporary vacancies are concerned, is that the existing orders res 
all such vacancies to be treated as fresh vacancies for purposes of communal representa* 

(e) Yes, some vacancies tvere filled by direct reormtment. 

(d) The following table gives the required information t 


Number oi^ 


Number of persons appointed 
against these vacancies 
who are still m service 


(Ifushms) (Non-Mulsuns) 

Grade I . 12. 2 9 

Grade 11 . 64 . 9 38 


Muslim Wireless Operators in Howrah Division, East Indian Railway 

No. 1170. —(a) and (6). The posts of Wireless Operators on the B I Rly. were filled 
by promotion of Signallers already in service and not by direct recruitment. The reser* 
vation of communal percentage therefore did not apply m these cases Fifteen posts of Wireless 
Operators were sanctioned for the Howrah Division during the period refered to, for which 
twenty Signallers were tramed as Wireless Operators Of these two are Muslims, 


Muslim Wireless Operators in Howrah Division, East Indian Railway 

No. 1171. —(a). Yes, but as stated m my reply to the Honourable Member’s question 
No. 1170, reservation of commimal percentage did not apply m making appomtments to Wireless 
Operators posts. 

(6) So, far, only seven non-Mulslims, m accordance with their semonty have been promoted 
and posted as Wirdess Operators on the Howrah Division. Other qualified Signallers, including 
Muslims, will be promotra m their turn. 


Information promised in reply to Unstarred Question No. 94, ashed by Mr. Ananga 
Mohan Dam, on the 20iA March 1946 

Clerks and Sorttno Postmen in Calcutta Post Offices 

(a) 


Clerks Sorting 

postmen 


(i) Bash Bihan Avenue 


9 2 


(ii) Narkildanga 


4 1 


(in) Hasting’s . 
(iv) Garden Reach 


5 

6 1 


(6) and (o). The general principle followed, subject to funds being available, is that 
where post ofiOces have not leas than five clerks m addition to a postmaster, 
the postmaster is an offloer of the the selection grade On this principle, selection grade posts 
are justified for the Bash Bihan Avenue, Hastings and Garden Reach Post Offices, and these 
have since been sanctioned. 
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Information promised in repJy to part (a) of Starred Question No. 1202, asked by 
ShrinuUi K. Badha Bai Subbarayan, on ihe 2l8t Mandi 1946 
Terms fob Women Dogtobs in Centbal Medical and Health Sebvioes 


Statement ebeteing detaOe regarding pay, aOmeaneea, eta., of vioinen doctors and men doctors 
of corresponding rank emploved oa. the staff, on the Cfovemment Oenend Hospitals in 
the Centrally Administered Areas 


Name of Area 

Women 

Men 

DelEi I T 

Bs. 60/- p,m plus messing allowance @ 
Bs. 1/8/- per diem, with free furmished 
quarter free water and electricity upto 
16 umts (House Surgeons) 

Same as for Women (House 
Surgeons). 

Ajmer 

Bs. 200—10—300—16—460 pUu war 

allowance as per scale sanctioned 
by the Government from time to time 
(Assistant Surgeons) 

Bs. 200—10—320—16—600, 
Pints war allowance as per 
scale sanctioned by the Govt, 
from time to time (Asstt. 

Surgeons). 

Coorg. 

(i) 66—7i/2—110—10/2—170 p. m. fAus 
dearness Bs., 12/- p m 
(u) 06—7/2—100—8/2—124—9/2—160 
plus dearness Bs 12/- p.m. (Sub-Asstt. 
Surgeons) 

160—10—200 with rent free quarters. 
(Doctors with licentiate’s quali&ations) 

Same as for womtrs (Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons) 

Baluchistan . 

Bs 66.-3—100 plus general com¬ 
pensatory allowance Bs. 21-14.0 
with rent free quarters 

(Doctors with hcentiate’s 
qualifications) 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 1228, asked by Mr. Aruing 
Mohan Dam, on the 2l8t March 1945 


Deabnbss Allowance to Delhi School Teachebs 
No ms.’^b) No. 

(6) Does not anso. 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question Nos. 1334, 1235 and 1237, 
cuked by Mr. D. K. Lahari Chaudburi, on idte 21st March 1945. 

Eleotbic Connection Applications pbom Western Extension Abea, 
Kabol Baoh, Delhi 

Nte 1234.—{%), (ti), (ut) and (tv) Enqiures have been made The information desired 
is not readily available. Its oolleotion over a long period of four years will involve expenditure 
of time and labour which would not bo commensurate with result 

Bepusal of Electric Connections in Delhi 

No. 1235. —(a) Yes. m view of the expanding needs for operational purposes, sanctioned 
of the eleotncal connection to private houses, had m some cases to be withheld, on account 
of the necessity for the conservation of the electric energy and the material available. 

(6) In these abnormal times some hardship is bound to be caused to some people by such 
measures as have necessarily to be taken to conserve energy and material which are m short supply 
Premises cannot be therefore connected with the supply mams for the reasons that they are eqmp- 
ped with electric installations and mtemalwirmg. Formarriagos and other domestio ceremo¬ 
nies temporary electricity connections are frequently sanctioned to avoid undue to hardships. 
The Gkrvt. have however, recently withdrawn Electricity Control Order m respect of domestio 
oonnections. 

(e) Informal scheme of kerosene oil rationm has been mtroduce.wherem provision has been 
made for the issue of kerosene oil to families livmg m unelectnfied quarters. 


Lack of Street Liohtino in Western Extension Area, Kabol Bagh, Delhi 

No 1237 —(a) This is not true ofthe older portions ofKarol Bagh but m the areas developed 
since 1037 the mumcipal authority concerned (the Delhi Municip^ Committee) has not yet^ 
taken over or brought mto_ use the street lightmg equipment w]^ch was provided by the Delhi" 
Improvement Trust. 

(6) There have been some cases of accidents m the past, but it cannot be assumed that 
all of them were die to the absence of street hghtmg though the wont of illumination 
might have been a contributing cause m some cases 

(e) The want of street hghtmg may have focilited the operations of onmmals to some ex¬ 
tent. But the thefts aromsunlydiue to openness of the neighbourhood which has not been fully 
built up and careless habits of households. 
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(d) By the expreasion “Karol Baeh Road" presuxoably the Hon’ble Member refers to th^ 
Link Road on which lights were provided some tune ago. as the Hon’ble Member has himself 
mentioned. Road No. 34 (Pusa Road) and Block No. 62 of Western Extension Area we e taken 
over recently by the Delhi Municipal Committee for mamtenance No electric bulbii are m 
short supply, the street lighting m Karol Bagh as well as most parts in Delhi and New Delhi 
has been insuflSciont The position will be remedied as soon as the Municipalities are in ■eceiptof 
fresh consignments. 

(s) The various municipal services m the Western Extension Area have not yet be 
over for maintenance by the Delhi Mumcipal Committee because the areas have not 
completely built up It is expected however, that the municipality will shortly take ov 
parts of the area when it may be possible to take over the street lamps and bring them ii 


Information promtaed tn reply to Starred Questions Nos. 1238, 1941 and 1242, 
cuked by Mr Ananga Mohan Dam, on the 2\st Martk 1946 
Permits issued in Delhi to Consumers of Cloth, eto. 


No. 1238.—)8tatsmen< ahouvfig the names of deeders »n whose favour permUsfor eyetee were issued'' 
_ dwnng the month of Fdtruary 194S _ 


Serial 

No. Name of the dealer 

1. Contmental Cycle Co , Jama Masjid, Delhi 
Hem Chond, Jama Masjid, Delhi 
3 Imperial Cycle A Motor Company, Delhi 
*. P. D Kalan, diondm Chowk, D^i 
3. P. D Oupta, Paharganj, Della 
3. E. S. Pearey Lall, Kashmere Gate, Delhi 

7. Shankar Lall & Sons, Delhi 

8 Sordar Cycle tc Motor Company, Delhi 

9 8 M. Alidulla, Scalar Bazar, Delhi 

10. L. N. Gupta, Delhi .... 

11. Miatn Ghisa Smgh, Delhi 

12. Ennaths Cycle Shop, New Delhi 

13. Lcucmi Cycle Stores, New Delhi . 

14. New India Traders, Feuz Bazar, Delhi 

16. Calcutta Cycle Supply Company, Delhi 
16. M. A. Moon, Chondni Chowk, Delhi 
17* Broadway Stores, Delhi 

18. New Delhi Cycle Mart, Delhi 
19 New Popular Cycle M^, Delhi 


No. of 

Stock on 

cycles 

let March, 

issued 

1946 

1 

3 

13 

9 

32 

14 

14 

2 

16 

1 

266 

86 

2 

24 (Hercules) 


3 

io 

1 


3 


9 (Hercules) 

6 

18 

21 

26 

1 

60 


26 


16 


23 


1 


13 


Statement showing the names of dealers in whose favour permits for watches were issued during^ 
February, I94s 


Nome of the dealer 


Serial 

No. 


1. Measrs. Lodhi 6c Company 

2. Messrs. Swastika Watch Compopy 

3. Measra. S M. Rafl . 

4. Mesara. Balkiahen Dos Watch Co. 

6. Mesara. Genewa Watch Company 

6. Meaara Laxmi Norayon 

7. Meaara Cook 6c Calvey 

8. Meaara. Jama Watch Company . 

9. Meaara Imperial Watch Company 

10. Meaara. Jidfor Watch Company . 

11. Regal Watch Company 

12. Messrs. Kanahya Watch Company 

13. Messrs. Duke Watch Company. . 

14. Meaara. Ram Nath and Company 
16. Messrs. G. B. Watch Company . 

16. Meaara. Simon Watch Compaiqr . 

17. Messrs. Fine Watch Company 

18. Messrs. Central Watch Company . 

19. Measra. Mimiddm Watch Company 

20. Meaara. Muron Lall Watch Company 

21. Meaara. Star Watch Company 

22. Meaara. G. 8. --- 


ock m 

Penmts 

Balance 

nd on 

issued 

m hand 

Fob- 

during the 

on lat 

ry, 1946 month of 

March, 


February 

1946 

810 

318 

492 

462 

81 

381 

100 

16 

84 

71 

40 

31 

16 

11 

4 

230 

69 

161 

12 

7 

6 

888 

72 

316 

129 

32 

97 

22 

18 

4 

170 

48 

122 

106 

48 

68 

76 

28 

47 

6 

4 

1 

32 

23 

9 

66 

10 

66 

16 

10 

6 

6 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

12 

1 

11 


Total 


2,786 


844 


1,891 
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JStattmmU ahowing tha mtnua ofdealara in whoaa favour permita for v/ooitten eloth teen iaauad in 
tho month ofFabruury, 1045. 


Total 

Senal Name ofDealera number Bemarka 

No. of 


1. Bfeaara. M B. Idreea and Company 

2. Meaera. M. Idreea Barry and Gompcmy . 
3 Heaara. SohanLal .... 
4. Meaara. Sin Bam .... 

6. Meaara. Sharma Broa.. . 

0. Meaara. Padam Chand Jagdidi Petahad 

7. Meaara. Loke Nath Bam Sann Dam . 

8. Meaara Ohaaali a^ Bona . 

9. Meaara. Siraj and Gonqiany 

10. Meaara. Aamat Broa. .... 

11. Meaara. Bahmat Elahi Mohd, Bilal 

12. Meaara. Karachi Cloth Houae 

13. Meaara. iWftiittTi Broa 

14. Meaara. Perahotam Lai Sunder Ltd 
15 Meaara S. Khalil and Sona 

16. Meaara. Bcuidi Broa. 

17. Meaara. Biaauddm and Sona 

18. Meaara. H. Baahid Ahmed (K.B.) 

19. Meaara. Boy Broa .... 

20. Meaara. Diwan Chand Kanaya Lai 

21. Mesara. Bankir and Company 

22. Meaara. Ba^ Mai ... 

23 Meaara. Qreet Eoatem Storea 

24. Meaara. Jokhi Mall 

25. Meaara Edde .... 

26. Meaara. Phelpa . ... 

27. Meaara. B. Leela Bam and Sona . 

28. Meaara. Style .... 

29. Meaara B^ Perahad and Company . 
Sa Meaara Devi Chand .... 
31. Meaara. S. C. Sharma 

32 Meaara. Textile MiUa Storea 

33. Meaara Mbhd Umer and Sona 

34. Meaara. S Bahman and Company 

36. Meaara. Fair Price Shop, Sadar Bacar . 

36. Meaara. Cheap Jamy .... 

37. Meaara. Hergobind Broa. 

38. Meaara. Nand Lai Har Naram 
89. Meaara. Kapadia and Company 

40. Meaara. Aaaooiated Clothen 

41. Meaara. Glamour .... 

42. Meaara. D. M. C. Co-operative Storea . 

43. Meaara. Loke Nath .... 

44. Meaara. Thakur Dam PennediriDaaa . 

45. Meaara. Sbahabuddin Abdrd Ghafoor . 

46. Meaara. Gaun Shanker 

47. Meaara. Boyal Storea .... 

48. Meana. BbagwanDaaa 

49. Meaara. Gulsan Mai Jhabbo Mai. 

50. Mem. DwarkaNath 

51. M e aara. V. Baj and Company 

52. Meaara. M. S. Ghani and Sona 

53. Meana. Uttama. 

54. MoHra. GirdhanLal . . . . 

56. Meaara. Umrao Sing^ Ahqii Perahad 

56. Meaara. Mohd. Ibrahim M. Siddiq 

57. Meaara. Jagat Naram .... 
.58. Mem Jwala Nath . . 

59. Meaara. Janki Daaa .... 
•60. Meaara. Other Woollen Dealera . 


165 

212 

23 
12 

8 

• 7 

6 

1 

6 

29 

14 

124 

36 

72 

204 

516 (Tweed) 

861 
206 
188 

24 


61 

3 

77 

86 


140 


172 


6 

3 


29 

167 (Tweed) 

7 
38 
17 
3 

7 

8 
6 

36 

17 

21 

11 

16 


4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7 

319 


Totax. 


.* 8,916 
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Lom^Pay^to ^'Tbained^Gbadvates in Hiohbb Secondaby Schools in Delhi 

f^^o. J241. —(a) No. Honours graduates of British or Indian Universities who have got 
administrative or teachmg experience of a specified number of years can become Principals of 
Higher Secondary Schools in Delhi. 

(6) Yes. Because the reqionsibilities of a Pnncipal of a Higher Secondary School are 
obvioudy greater than those of a teacher. 


Appointment of Outside Teaohebs in Delhi Schools 
No. 124F.—(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, but only m oases where residents of Delhi possessing the reqmsite qualifications 
were not available. 


Inff'jrmation promised in r^ply to Starred QuesHons Nos. 1262,1263, 1271, 1272, 
1273 and 1277 (a)(u)f asked by Sri K. B. Jinaraia Hegde, on the 22nd 
ManhlOiS 

Need of Pubuo Bonded Warehouse in Nobth Kanaba Distbiot 

No. 1262 —(a) and (6) —^Thete are several private bonded warehouses m North Eanara Dis¬ 
trict and these adequately meet the requirements of the trade. If at any time the need is fSslt 
for more private braded warehouses or a public bonded warehouse the Collector of Centred 
Excise, Bombay, would be prepared to consider applicationvfor licences from suitable persona. 
The dMlme m the tobacco trade in the South Kanara District cannot, however, be attributed 
to insufficient bonded warehouse accommodation m North Kanara District smee traders in the 
latter District are now bringing tobacco m bond from such large centres as Sangli, Kolhapur, 
Nipani, Ellore and Beswada instead of from the South Kanara District. 


Wettino of Tobacco by Bonded Warehouse Keepers in Mangalore 

No. 1283. —(a) Certain varieties of tobacco warehoused in Mangalore are capable of being 
used both for ohewmg and for the manufacture of snuff. When assessment of such tobacco is 
claimed at the rate for chewing tobacco, which is lower than the rate applicable to aniffi tobacco, 
the warohouse officer requires that it should first be treated with water in order to* render it 
unfit for manufacture into snuff Duty is charged only on the net weight of the tobacco at 
the time of clearance. 

(b) This procedure IS permissible underruleslASand iSSorthoCentralExciseBules 


Access to Water Bbsoubces within Bequisitionbd Lands at Kuubla 
No. 1271. —(o) In the mterest of military security, persons wishing to enter areas 
whieh are deolorod "protected places" to take water for irrigation purposes are required to 
obtam permits. The Revenue Divisional Offlioer was instructed to issue permits in consultation 
with the mihtoiy authorities. 

(b) Compensation will be paid m oases where an mterference with irrigation facihties has 
ocourr^ 


Grievances rv Compensation, etc., of Ocoupibrs of Bequisitionbd Lands 
atKumbla 

No. 1272. —(a) Work m connection with requisitioning began m August, 1944 and the areas 
whioh completely evacuated and handed over to the mihti^ authorities by the 1st February, 
1946. 

(6) and (e) A sum of Rs. 1,07,439/7/6 was paid m cash m advance. Under the instructions 
issued by Qcvernment, Collectors are authoxisM to moke advance payments even where an 
agreement cannot be reached m regard to the amount of compensation. 

(d) Such compensation as may be admissible will be paid by Govemment. 


GHfEVANOES BB COMPENSATION, ETC., OF OOOUPXEBS OF BEQUISITIQNBD LaNDS 
AT KuMBLA 

No. 1273. —(a) and (b) Compensation is a a noa s e d m accordance with the principles laid down 
m section 19 of the Defence of India Act. 

(e) The compensation vanes accorchng to the quality of the land. 

(d) Out of the total compensation of Rs. 1,68,198/2/9 (recurring and non-recuiring) to be 
paid m advance, a sum of Rs. 1,07,439/7/6 has been paid m cash and the balance kept in deposit. 
Stem this it appears that the majonty of occupiers and owners of the landahave accepted the 
compensation offered to them. ' 

(s) An arbitrator has been appomted in one case. Foi other cases arbitrators will be 
appomted whan the OoUsotor rqports that their appomtment is necessary. 
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PowBB OF Government OF Ikdia TO WITHHOLD nr Individual Cases of 
Pensions, bto., of Indian Banks 

No. 1277 (a)(ii) —There were no similar provisions m the 1923 and 1928 editions of the Re¬ 
gulations. The approval of the Secretary of State was obtamed m view of the additional power 
needed to meet the situation at that time 


Information promised vn reply to part (c) of Starred Question No. 1337, asked by 
Sri K B Jinaraja Hegd^, on the 26th March 1945 

Ration per Adult Labourer in certain Areas 
( o) Cardamon Estates too, enjoy this concession. ^ 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 1395, asked by Mr. Bam 
Narayan Singh on the 27th March 1945 

King’s Prerogative to Stop War Compensations, etc., in respect of certain 
Indian Personnel of Indian Forces 

The powers conferred on the Government of India are not derived from any particular 
Royal Warrant but from the inherent power of the Crown to prescribe such conditions as it may 
think fit to govern its gifts and bounties within which category pensions fall. 

In view of what I have stated above, parts (a) —(c) of the Honourable Member's question 
Ho 1396 do not arise, but I might explain that the Government of India now possess rule-makmg 
powers in respect of Indian commissioned officers. Viceroy’s Commissioned officers and Indian 
other ranks of the Indian services King’s commissioned officers of the Indian Army, of whom 
there are a certain number of Indian officers, fall withm the rule-making powers of the Secretary 
of State. 

Part (d) of the question does not arise nor are the sections of the Acts quoted relevant to- 
the issue. 


Information promised in rejdy to Starred Question No. 1419, asked by Hajee 
Chowdhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, on tJ^ 26th March 19^ 

Trayellino Allowance paid to certain Ticket Inspectino Staff on East 
Indian Railway 

(a) and (6) On detailed mvestigation it is learnt that there were only four oases, on the Asan- 
sol and Moradabad Divisions, m which ticket inspocting sts^wero allowed travellmg allowance 
on the basis of the current orders owing to mis-apprehension m some cases and to doubt as to the 
mterpretation of rules m others. Those cases have since been setUed. 


Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 1427, asked by Syed Ohukm- 
Bhik Nairang, on the 26th March, 1945 

Inter-Divisionallt Worked Passenger Trains on North Western Railway- 

(а) Yes, oortam selected through passenger trams are worked by Guards inter-divisionally. 

(б) In the event of a shortage of night-vision failed Guards, who normally work as Luggage ^ 
Guards, semor Guards, Grade II, are sometimes deputed for the purpose. 

(e) No, the trains are ordinarily worked by Grade III, Guards of the Lahore Division and it 
18 only m cases of emergency that semor (and not the most junior) Grade II, Guards are utihsed 
m their place 

(d) The reply is in the negative ; the senior Grade II, Guards of the Delhi Division are diluted 
to work as Luggage Guardsjsnd also mcharge of trains On very rare occasions they may be called 
upon to work long hours. 

(e) No, unless their action mvolves a deliberate breach of disciplme. 

(/) The telegram or the subsequent remmders referred to cannot be traced as having been 
received m the General Manager North Western Railway’s office. In view of the reply given to 
parts (o) and (d), the Administration do not consider further action n 
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Infomaium promised in reply to part (e) of Starred QueOion No. 1434, asked by 
Mr. N. M. Joshi, on ihe2Bth March 1945 

iNSTBCronONS AUTHOBISIMO RAILWAY AdHINISTBATIONS TO BEDUGH AN EmFLOYBH 
TO Lowbb Post 

Government are informed that 60 petitions were filed m respect of alleged illegal reductions 
or deductions from wages during the period referred to and only 3 of these were decided m 
favour of the petitioners. 


Infonmaion promised in reply to Starred QwesMans Nos. 1437 and 1438, askxd by 
Sar^r Sant Singh, on the 28tA March 1946 

Tbaininq fob Section Contbollebs’ Jobs on Xobth Wbstbbn Railway 

No. 1437. —(a), (b) aaid If). The Selection Board at tho Headquarters of the North 
Western Railway, at the time of mterviewmg Station Masters and Assistant Station 
Masters, Grades I to HI, for promotion to Grade IV, also interviews Guards and Yard 
Foremen who have passed the F-1 Course and such commercial staff who were origmally 
drawn from Transportation staff and have had adequate Transportation training and ex¬ 
perience. From all these categories, a list is drawn up of persons considered suitable, 
provisionally, for Section Controllers’ duties The men so selected are given framing 
m a Control Office and are required to appear for a final exammation at the end of the 
course After qualifying m Control duties, the staff are tried in short term vacancies of 
Section Controllers on their respective Divisions, and it is the duty of the Divisions to 
determine the smtability or otherwise of tho staff for promotion as Section Controllers 
For this purpose they may hold such written or oral tests as they consider necessary before 
making final recommendations The staff considered suitable by the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendents, for promotion os Section Controllers are sent before the Headquarters Selection 
Board for final selection. 

(e) and (d) 1 understand that m view of the deterioration of efficiency of Control staff 
on the Karachi Division, the Divisional Superintendent, Karachi, found it expedient to 
convene a Selection Board m November, 1944, preceded by a written tost, to determine 
the fitness of staff for promotion os Section Controllers 

(a) Tho cases of tho 12 candidates who refused to sit for tho written tost, who, it may be 
expkmed, hcul not been considered suitable for promotion by a previous Selection Board held in 
the Divisional Office, Karachi, m August, 1944, were duly considered by the Divisional Superm- 
tendent, Karachi, on the basis of the results obtamed by them at the selection m August, 1944, 
but they wore not recommended os suitable candidates to be considered by tho Headquarters 
Selection Board No penalty such os withholding of promotion, was inflicted on them. The 
lut portion does not arise. 


Fbomotion as Section Contbollebs on Nobth Westebn Railway 

No. 1438 —(a) Selection was made from amongst the staff who were eligible and had qualified 
in Course F-1 oi^ Control. In makmg the selection due consideration was given to various fac¬ 
tors mcluding practical experience, though the latter would not be considered the sole dotermmmg 
factor. 

(6) The statement below given the required information. 

(e) The instructions issued by the Railway Board on the subject of appomtment and trammg 
of Control staff provide for ensuring efficient control arrangements on railways. 


Information promised in reply to part (e) of Starred Question No. 1439, asked by 
Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahrnad, on the 28fA March 1945 

New TOxtebiment be Ticket Checking on Ocdh and Tibhut Railway 

(o) No, although results were not as goods as had been hoped. This scheme was introduced 
AS an experiment with the object of combating the evil of ticketless travel m accordance with a 
suggestion made at a meeting of tiie Central Advisory Council for Railways It was, however, 
withdrawn as it was found that the work done by the Tram Supervisors could by arrangement 
be equally well perfoimed by other existing staff. The question of any loss does ndt arise. 
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Infomation promiaed in rejdy to part (e) of Starred Que^ion No. 1444, asked by 
Qa7n.JI£uhammad Ahmad Kami, cm. the 2Sth March, 1046 
Bbobgitmeet to Posts aed Teleobaphs Acoouetaets* Cadbe 

Statement showing the seah of pay and aetutd pay drawn by the S. A. S. borrowed offloiale 
before and after coming over to the P. AT. Aeeountante' cade 


w of B. A. S. oflhilolB bor- Before tonsftr to the P.M. 
Hi ftom the P. A T. Audit *-- 


a to the P. A T. AoooobUbU* 


Boole of pay Actual Seale of pay Actual 8p1. pay, 

pay pay If any 


1. Hr. 

2. Mr 
8. Mr. 
4 Mr 

5. Mr. 

6. Mr. 

7. Mr. 
8 Mr. 

8. Mr. 

10. Mr. 

11. Mr. 
18. Mr. 
IS. Mr. 

14. Mr. 

15. Mr. 


I 0 Mon^l 

O 0. Mukerjee 
8 X Budia 
E.Ee "- 

M L_. 

BaOhunath 

Tliaghuna' 



808 880—80—500 


104 _ __ — 

176 100—80—810—15—400 
800 880—80—500 
76 160-16—876 

76 160—16—876 
76 160-16—876 
180 180—80—810—16—400 


Information promised in rejdy to part (d) of Starred Question No. 1460, asked by 
Mr. Abdid Qaiyum, on the Wih March 1046 

Abba uedeb Ibbioatioe xe Baluiohistae 
( d) Yes , the amount advanced was Ba. 17,200. 

InformaUon promised in reply to Starred Question No. 1480, ashed by Mr. A. Satya 
Narayana Moorty, on the 29f4 March 1946 

Foodstupps destboted IE Beeoal 

10,012 maimds of foodgrains of the value of Ba. 1,33,747 are reported to have been destroyed 
in Bengal m 1944. 


Information promised in reply to Starred Questions Nos. 1611 (d) and 1612, asked by 
Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde, on the 2nd April, 1945 

MnjTABY PUEISHHEET OP BEDUOXEG TO LOWEB BaEK POB OEBTAIE CoBPS 
No. 1511. —(d) The case referred to in the letter quoted by the Honourable Member m part 
(d) of the question is not coveted by the answers to parts (a) to (o) thereof Subedar Lekb-^j, 
to whose ease the letter relates, was holdmg the substantive rank of Jemadar m the 2/9th Delhi 
Begunent. In 1019 he was attaohed to No. 9 Labour Goips m which he was granted the loca l 
rank of Subedar without pay and allowances of that rank. The grant of local tank does not en- 
titleiheholder thereof to the pay of that rank. Subedar Lekh Bai was not therefoie entitled to 
Ube pension of his local rank, but was discharged on the pensum of his substantive rank of Jema¬ 
dar. There is no case for t^ revision of the orders contained m the letter. 


Bbpusal to bevise CSases tubeed dowe by Atjthobities at Gbeebal 
Headquabtebs 

No. 1612 .—have smce seen a copy of the communication from the Co ntoo lLw, A’hich was 
referred to the Honourable Member m part (b) of his miestion, but I am unable to agree that 
it affbrds an instance of the allegation made in p^ (a) of the question. 

As the Honourable Member must doubtless be aware, a time limit existed for the eonsiden- 
tionof claims ansing out of disabihties alleged to be attributable to the Great War. This date 
was the 1st July, 1932. Officers Gommancung were, however, vested with duoi^on to mvesti- 
gate and forward olaims received for the first time after tibe presoiibed date^ provided they were 
thiit anAnial reaaonB existed justii^ring such a course. 
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This ex-8owar*8 olaim, to which the ControUer'a communication refen, was fimt considered 
and rejected by the authorities at Army Headquarten m 1917. He next appears to have first 
petitioned m January, 1943, about 10| yean after the prescribed date from which claims became 
tune-barred. It is now nearly 28 yean smce the case was rejected in 1917 and Government do 
not, therefore, proposed to take any action m the matter. 

The Honourable Member can rest assured that not only do pension claims receive sympathe 
tic consideration but that m considering such claims. Government mvanably keep before them, 
all the orden bearing on the subject. I would, however, explam that clause 11 of rule 79, Pen¬ 
sion Begns., India, Part III, promulgated by amendment No. 13 of October 1941, relatmg to the 
entertainment of claims and to which particular rule the Honourable Member is probably alluding,, 
lays down a limit to the amount of arrears which may be sanctioned and does not affect the time 
bar prescribed for the consideration of Great War disabihty pension claims 


Infcrmation promised in repfy to Starred QuesHoTti No. 1540 and 1547, asked by Shaikh 
RafiuMn Ahmad Siddiquee, on (he 3rd Aprd 1945 
Ladt Tioxbt Colleoiobs appointed in Aclahabad Division, East Indian 
Railway 

No. 1546. — {a) Four. 

(6) The reply to the first portion is m the affirmative. As regards the latter portion, three 
advertisement were issued durmg 1944. Applications from Muslim ladies were received only in 
response to the last, and of the three ladies who so applied, only one appeared for the mterview. 

( 0 ) The only Muslim lady candidate who appeared before the SelMtion Board was not con¬ 
sidered suitable. 


Appointments made in Orach Shops in Allahabad Division, East Indian 
Railway 

No. 1647. —(a) and (b) The required information is as follows: 



On pay upto Rs. 60 

On pay from Rs. 61 
toRs. 100 

On pay from Rs. 101 
upwards 

Commumty 

By 

By 

By 

By 

By 

By 


direct 

promo- 

direct 

promo* 

direct 

promo- 


recnut- 

tion 

recruit- 

tion 

recruit- 

tion 


ment 


ment 


ment 


THwlitM ... 

10 

3 

1 

18 


2 

Sikha 




1 



Scheduled Castes . 

2 

1 


2 



Hindus 

19 

11 


61 


1 

Total 

. 31 

16 

1 

72 

X 

3 

Grand Total 


46 

73 


3 


( 0 ) No. 


InformaHon promised in reply to Starred QaeO^ No. 1560, asked by Khan Bahadur 
Shaikh Fad-i-Haq Piraeha, on the 3rd April 1945 
Non-Qbant op oebtain Allowanoes to Railway Bookino Clebxs, 

(a) Yes ; on the North Western Railway, Guards, who have not been brought under the 
Honrs of Employment Regulations, ore allowed a full day’s pay, m addition to any mileage 
earned, for one or more journeys commenced or finished on Sundays or on hohdays granted on 
Moonnt of New Year’s Day, Chnstmaa Day, King Emperor’s Birth Day and Good Inday. Book¬ 
ing Clerks are entitled to their penodic rest m accordance with the Hours of Employment Regula- 
tioiis. 

(b) Goods and Parcel Clerks employed m certain transit sheds are allowed transit allowances 
for da]^ during which they perform transit duties. Booking Clerks at junction stations have not 
to work under the same diffloult conditions os Goods and Parcel Clerks domg transit dutiea and 
are not eligible for an allowance. 

(o) Does not arise m view of the reply to (a) and (b) above. 


Information promised in reply to part (c) of Starred Queetion No. 1561, aslud by 
Mr. SatyanarayanaMoorty, <mihe3rd April 1945 
Regent Train Accident near Karachi ’ 

The Sind Government have advised the N. W. Railway Administration that a Mogistenal 
Enquiry into the Jiuigshahi accident will be held. ■ 
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Jnformatum promiaed in repty to Starred Queation No. 1946, aaked by Mr. Kaikuh 
Bihari Lott, on the 4sth April, 1945 

Patbcbnts to Contbaotobs fob Sn.T Cleabanoe at Chandbawai. and Wazibabad, 

DeIiHI 

(a) Yes, ezc^t that the figure for 1943-44 was Rs 19,700 

(b) Owing to increase in the cost of labour and the fact that unusually extensive silt clearance 
works were undertaken in 1944-45, the expenditure for that year was Bs 64,470. 

(o) No. Fresh tenders were called for 

(d) No. Silt is removed when dry as well as while still wot, depending on what is most con¬ 
venient Silt removal is paid for at different rates depending on whether it is wet or dry. 

(e) No. The rate paid during 1944-45 was annas eight per hundred o ft. for dry or semi-dry 
silt and annas twelve per hundred c ft for wet silt for each additional cham 

(/) Does not arise. 


Information promiaed %n reply to Starred Queation No 1627, aaJked by Mr. 8. K. 
Hoomani, on the 4^ April 1946 

Malfbactices by Candidates at Elections to Shahdara Municipal Committee 

A reference is invited to the reply to Question No 457 askod by Mr Muhammad Azhar All 
on the 21at February, 1946 The arrests and convictions were in respect of one of the wards 
(Ward III) only There are recogmsed methods by which a municipal election can be challengod 
and there can be no question of disqualifying any candidate except in accordance with the pres- 
oribod procedure 


Information promiaed in reply to a Supplementary Queatio n o Starred Queation 
No. 1636, aaked by Sir Abdul Hahm Ohuznavi, on the 5th April 1945 

Joint Stock Banks applyino fob Financial Assistance of Reserve Bank 
OF India 

“ Eligible assets ” are assets which are eligible for rediscount and for advances by the Be- 
oerve Bank under the Reserve Bank of India Act and are enumerated m H 17 thereof They do 
not cover all the assets that banks cun possibly furnish but they do mclude all assets which central 
banks are usually authorised to discount or advance agamst 


Information promiaed in reply to Supplementary Queation to Starred Queation 
No 1644, aaked by Mr Sn Prakaaa, on the 5th April 1946 

Detention of Mb Bbu Kishen Chandiwala of Delhi 

SkUement 

1. Newspapers published in Delhi ore not bemg provided to Mr Brij Kishen Chandiwala. 
The question of providmg these to him was token up by the CMef Commissioner, Delhi, with the 
Punjab Government but they expressed themselves unable to allow this special 

Delhi newspapers not bemg on their approved list. 

2. Mr Brij Kishen Chandiwala is m a satisfactory state of health except that he has got four 
focal sores (Dermal Lioshmaniasis) on the right hand and the right fore-arm for which he is getting 
proper treatment 


Information premia^ in reply to Starred Queation No. 1659, aaked by Mr. 8. K. Homan 
on the 5th April, 1946 

Protection of Tbaveluno Public from Habbasment by Police at Jumna 
Bbidob, Delhi 

Government do not think that the public are harrassed If however, any person has a com- 
plamt to make regarding the behaviour of the staff employed for p-hanlrmg passengers and goods at 
Jumna Bridge, it is open to him to represent the matter to the proper authorities If m any 
case the person concerned is m doubt to whom he should moke his complaint—tho staff at the 
Bridge mcludes not only officers of the Delhi Police but members of the Enforcement Staff working 

under the Director of Civil Supplies and officials of the Delhi Mumoipal Committee_the Deputy 

Commissioner of Delhi will always receive complamts and transmit them to the proper quarter 



'STATSMBNTS LAID OS THB rTAViB 49 

Information promued in reply to Starred Question No. 1669, asked by Mr. H. A. Satkar 
H. Essak 8a%t, on the 6th April, 1945 

Coal and Chbomium Minbs in Baluchistan 

(а) Coal IS found and is estimated to be present in considerable quantities at Shahrjg. 

(б) The coal mines are divided mto 11 leases, 7 of which are leased to private companies, 
VIZ. Messrs Mulhek Willayat Hussain, V. B Patel, R. 8. Tikeundas, the Monok Colliery Company, 
K. B Sardar Qhulam Mohammad Khan Tarm. while 2 are managed by the Baluchistan Admmis- 
tration and the remaining 2 ai o vacant The chrome mmos have been leased to Baluchistan 
Chromo Company, Limited, and Messrs B D Patel and Company 

(c) Royalties received from the Coal and Chrome mines diirmg the year 1944-46 amounted 
to Rs 22,279-14-0, while the net proAt from the working of tho Baluchistan Administration’s 
leases during the year 1943-44 wtA Rs 4,140 


Infonnotion promised in reply to parts (b) and (c) of Starred Question No 1672, asked 
by Mr. Lahhand Navalrai, on the 6th April, 1945 

Complaint of Short Weiohments at Railway Grain Shop, Malakwal 

(6) and (c) Qovernmoiit are informed that tho Oram Shop Manager, Cash Memo Clerk and 
one cooly of the Malakwal Grain Shop are under trial under Sections 408/411/414 T P C 


Information promised in reply to parts (b), (c), (<2) and (e) of Starred Question No. 1674, 
asked by 8n K. B. Jinnraja He^, on the 6th April, 1945 

Low Wages of Cooubs at Aravanxadv Cordite Factory 

(b) No Our enquiries show that the wages paid to unskilled workers employed outside the 
faotory are generally lower than the Agures mentioned in the Question. 

(e) ThenumberofcooliesemployedonO-9-Oadayon 7th April 1945 was 736, and consisted 
of 732 men and 4 women with less than six months’ service The number of cooliM employed on 
0-6-0 a day on the same date was 121 comprising 23 boys and 98 women with less than six month’s 
service. All coolies employed at the factory received in addition dearness allowance at the rate 
of Rs. 11 P.K which has since been raised to Rs 14 P.it 

(d) Some coolies working in the Stores section have to shovel coal. For this work they were 
and are supplied with protective clothing. No suspension of the issue of such clothing was or¬ 
dered, but, for a period lost year, issues were prevented as we oould not get the cloth. The practice 
of providing block sorees for women coolies was discontmued when the faotory ceased to employ 
women on handling cool. Now that some women are agam required for this work, proteotivA 
clothing in the form of sorees will be issued to them whm so employed. 

(e) None. It is not ouetomazy for coolies to resign their employment. Normally those 
who wish to cease work at the faotory do so without giving notice and no notion is taken to retain 
them in employment against thw will. 


Information promised in reply to parts (a), (5) and (e) of Starred Question No. 1695, 
asked by Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde, on <Ae 9til April, 1945 

Gbow More Food Contbibution given to IfADBAS Govbbnmbnt 

(a) The amounts spent on the Grow More Food schemes during 1944-46 m the disinots of the 
Nilgiris, BCalabar and South Kanora ore as follows ■— 


Rsl 

The Nilgins.3,753 

Malabar . . . 20,073 

South Konara.10,680 


(b) and (e). No tube wells or surface wells were sunk in these three districts during 1944-46 
out of the ^rant sanctioned by tho Government of India. Nor was any expenditure incurred in 
these distncts on emergency irrigation schemes. 

Information promised in reply to part (a) of Starred Question No. 1696, asked by 
Mr. A. Satyanarayana Moorty, on the A ril, 1945 
Cocoa Beans imported from Ceylon 

Only 61 owts. of Gocoa beans were imported mto India from Oeylon during the months 0/ 
January and February, 1944. , 
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Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 1707, asked by Desean Abd/vd 
BasUb Chowdh/wry (on behalf of Dr. Habibur Rahman), on the Wr April, 1046 

Ban ox Bisbixg at Oxbla by Fbofbssioxals of Villaoii Oxbla 

(o) Professional fishermen ore allowed to fish everywhere except m the protected waters, as 
this would have a harmful effect on fish breedmg and in the last report on the general fish supply. 

(6) Yes Representations have been made by And on behalf of the professional fishermen t° 
various officers. They cannot be allowed to fish m the protected waters for the reasons stated in 
reply to part (a) of the question and hence no further enquiry has been made m the matter. 
The other part of the question does not arise. 


Information promised in reply to Starred Questwms Nos. 1716 (6) and (c)] and 1717 
(a) and (c), asked by Hajee Chowdhury Muhammad Ismail Khan on the tHh April, 

VlBBUSQ AT OXHLA^ 

No. 1716. (b) Yes. nie issue of daily as well as annual permits is now more stnctly regulat* 
ed than before 

(e) The criterion for the grant of annual permits is that their number is not so great as to 
have a harmful effect on fish breeding. The Delhi Anglers Association is consulted only m doubt¬ 
ful oases. Without particulars of the oases m mmd, it is not possible to answer the last part of the 
question. 


Liosnobs fob Fisbxkg AT Oxbla 

No. 1717. (o) According to particulars specified 30 apphcations firmn Oentral Qovemment 
servants ware received of which 19 were accepted and eleven rejected. As regards the latter part 
of the question, the Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to part (e) of his mestion 
No. 1716. The general conditions for the great war renewal of hcences apply equally to Chivem- 
ment servants and to others. 

(e) Ex-Members of the Delhi Anglers Association can apply direct for a permit m the same 
way as anyone else and such apphcations are dealt with on their mente. 
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Information promised in reply to Undarred Questiona Nos. 130 and 140, asked by 
Mr. S. K. Hosmani, on the 9th April, 1946 
Discrimination betwern Europeans and Indians as regards Fishing at Okhla 

No J39 —(a) No There is no racial discninination in connection with this matter. 

(b) No No enquiry is considered necessary as there is no discrimination. 

(e), (d) and (e). No 

Discrimination between Europeans and Indians as regards Fishing at Okhla 

jVo 140 —(a) No 
(b) Does not arise 


Information promised tn reply to Starred Question No. 1747, asked by Mr Tjcdchand 
Navalrai, on the lOth Apnl, 1946 a 

Arrest op Mr J. T. Shahant, etc , at Poona 

(») Ml Shahani and his son wore arrmtoi] on 21st Jnnuiir), 1043 His wife’s brother, 
Mr Malkoni, w'as arrested on 2.^th August, 1943 Tlio arrests won made under rule 120 of the 
Defence of India Rules, 1030, and under the ordeisoftlie Distrul Suporintenderit of Police, 
Poona. 

(b) No An order iiiidei section 239 of the CbnloiiiiienlR Act, 1034, m. > Kei\od on Mrs. 
Shnliani on 26tli March, 1043, directing her to remove herself irum the eontonnient withm seven 
dajs of the receipt thereof She loft the cantonment on the 3Uth March 

(c) Government’s mformuiion is tliat Mr Shnhani does not own a shop or a residential house 
m the ennloi'inmit area Tho shop is rented m tho iiuino of “ Modern Book Stall ” of which Mr. 
Shahani is tho jnoprictor 

(d) Yes 'Ihe shop was placed out of bounds for troops 

(r) After their release from jail Mr Shahoni and his son were not permitted to enter the can¬ 
tonment, as an order uiiclor Section 239 of the cantonments Act was in force against them. The 
ban on Mrs. Shahani, cxcludmg her from the cantonment was, however, removed in October, 1944 
and alio managed the shop with the assistance of her daughter. 

(/) The Area Commander informed the Collectoi of Poonn on tho 18th June, 1945 that he had 
no objection to Mr. Shahani being allowed to return to Poona, provided he gave an assurance 
that ho would conduct his affoira m a manner non-objectionable to the military authorities 

Information promised in reply to Starred Question No. 1760, asked by Mr. Muhammad 
Hussain Choudhury, on the lOth April, 1946 
Inspectors and Head Assistants in Income Tax Department under Punjab 

CoMMISSIONEBSHiP 

(a) and (A) The statement below gives the mformation required: 


Fe^anent Inspectors Permanent Head Assiatanta 


Community 

Or. 

F.A 

or 

LA. 

Mat. 

>Ion- 

Mat. 

Total 

F.A. 
Gr or 

I.A. 

Mat. 

Non. 

Mat. 

Total 

Hmdus 

10 

6 

t 

1 

19 

1 

21 

3 

27 

Muslims . 

12 

2 

1 


10 

... 1 

9 

... 

9 

Sikhs 

1 

... 

2 


2 

... 1 

4 


6 

Others 

. ... 


... 



. 


‘ • 



Iftformatibn promised tn repX^ fo Starred Question No. 1762, asked by Mr. Ananga 
Median Bam, on tM AprH, 1946 


CoMPENSA'noN Monet to Inhabitants of Villages of Axholia and 
Ghunarughat 

(a) A« regards Akhoha 80 per cent, of fidl oompensation was paid in DSoamber, 1044. Aa 
regards Chunarnghat about hau the total amcrant of oompanaation was paid^befbre June, 1940. 
Payment would have liOen conmleted in both the projects, had it not been held up by derequiai- 
tionmg proceedmgs initiated for restoring the lands to the original owners. 

(b) ond (o) Do not arise. 

(d) 1 regret that in tho absence of the name of the mdividual I am unable to answer this 
part of the question < 


Information promised in reply to Starred Questions Nos. 1778 (6), 1779 (6) and 1780 
(c), asked 2^ Mr. N. M. Joahi,onthelMh April, 1946 
Train Clerks recruited through North WE^notN Railway Sxevxob Commission 

.No. 1778. —(b) 76, but the resignations of 60 only were accepted. 
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POINT OF O^^70 JfBpBSl^p^qfiiQVBBTlOH HOUB 

GLBPW OK>N0B19|, WljSTIII^j j^kUWAX- AS.<^ABDS 

No. 1779.—M T3Wi«wypbw of Tmm Qleriu prompt^difitoia CMade ItoQradeU^Qrwtoll 
to Grade III ont^Gram t]CI to Gf<^ IV' v 182, 2Land 2, Mqteotiyefy. 

Shobtaob of Trains Clbbxs on Nobth Wbstebn Bailifay 

No. 1780. —(e) Ko. Tram* Clerks are not normally required to work extra hpors for a long 
period, temporary ahortagee in' tiua oat^{oty being met by utilizing relieving at^ of other 
oategoriea. 


Information promtaed in refly to Starred Question No. 1786, asked by Sardtur Mhngal 
8%ngh, on the lUk Aprtl, 1946 

Edbofban Lady’s High Hakdednbsb at Ambala Cantonment Railway Station 
(a)and{b) lipquines wm made oovenng not only the 24th March (the data o£ the neuie. 
parapaph publia^d m the Zknty Jjit) but from the 13th March to the 24th March but no su^ 
inoident as mentioned could bo traced to have ooouned at Ambala Cantonment station. 


GOVEBNOR GENERAL’S ABSENT TO BILLS 
Secretaiy of tte Aflaemtily: Sir, 1 lay on the table a statement showing the 
Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Indian Legislature durmg the 
Budget Session, 1046, and which have been assented to by His Excellency tl^e 
Governor General under the provision of sub-section (1) of section 68 of the 
Government of India Act, as continued by section 817 of the Government of 
India Act, 1936: 

Statement 

(1) The Indian Tea Control (Amendment) Act, 1946. 

(2) The Code of CriminaL Procedure (Amendment) Act, 1945. 

(3) The Factories (Amendment) Act, 1046. 

(4) The Indian Companies (Amendment) Act, 1946. 

(6) The Indian Merchandise Marks (Amendment) Supplementary Act, 12^15. 

(6) The Repealing and Amending Act, 1945. 

(7) The Indian Army (Amendment) Act, 1945 

(8) The Indian Air Force (Amendment) Act, 1945 

(9) The Indian Patents and Designs (Amendment) Act, 1945 

(10) The Mines Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 1945 

(11) The Aligarh Muslim University (Amendment) Act, 1945 


POINT OF ORDER RE DROPPING OP QUESTION HOUR 
Shrl Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I nse on a point of order. I should like to draw your attention to 
paragraph 31 of the Manual where it is laid down that it is obligatory that the 
first hour should be available for questions; and that provision is not being 
followed today. From the circular that has been issued to us T gather that it is 
not going to be followed for a whole fortnight T think that is going against the 
law In the circular that was sent out to us. it is said that it was not possible 
to do anything until a President is elected When everything else can be done 
without a President, including the issue of circulars, I do not see why this too 
cannot be done I should like to draw your attention to sub-section (3) of section 
22 of the Government of India Act where it is said* 

•• While the oflSoe of Preeident is vacant, the duties of the office shall be peifonned by the 
Deputy President, or, if the office of Deputy President is also vacant, by such member of the 
Obuneil as the Governor General may in his discretion appomt for the purpose,” etc. 

So the provision of the law is very clear, that some one could have functioned 
as President and prevented the deprivation of a valuable right which the 
Members have the right of interpellation,—^for a whole fortnight. I therefore 
tiiink that vou might give your ruling on the subject so that this may not be 
repeated. We may be helpless today but we do not want to be helpless for* 
ever 

IBr. Ohaimmu See. the GOTemmejit li£ember anything to say on this {Mini?. 
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?**!?**rS*- BinthiU (Leader of the House): Sir, it is a 

matter for the Chair to decide, but, I understand, the Chairman cannot decide 
anything out of the Chair. He can caily decide matters in the Chair but cannot 
decide anything outside the Chair. 

Shxl Sri Frakaia: That seems to be a conundrum. The Chairman performs 
all the functions of the President when he is m the Chair. 


Hi. Ohalrmaa: The position is this: 

In Buie (4) on page 119 of the Manual of Business and Procedure, you will 
find tliat— 


"The Deputy President and any CSuurman of the Assembly and any person appomted 
by the Oovemor-Oeneral to preside over the Council m the absence of the President dtaU, 
when presiding over the Assembly or the Council, as the* ease may be^ have the same 
powers as the President when so presiding, and all references to the President m these rules 
shall, m these oiroumstanoes, be deemed to be leferenoee to any such person so presiding." 

When I am presidmg I cannot admit questions; the President only can admit 
questions Therefore questions could not be admitted 

Stall Sil Prakasa: I was pointmg out to seohon 22, sub-section (8), ot Uie 
Government of India Act, according to which the Governor General can in bis 
discretion appoint a person to act as President There is neither a President 
nor a Deputy President at the moment . . 

Sir Oeoirga Spence (Secretary, Legislative Department): May £ say that the 
section which the Honourable Member has just been reading is m Part II of the 
Act which 18 not in force 

Shri SrL Prakasa: If you will kindly read the Manual of Business and Proce¬ 
dure, under the heading ‘The President’, Chapter III at page 7, you will find 
th.nt the Goveiniiient of India Act, 1935, is really m force m this matter 
Sir Ooorgo Spence: Government of India Act, 1935, Ninth Schedule 
Shri Sri Prakasa: Ninth Schedule is part of the Act 
Sir George Spence: Section 22 is not in the Ninth Schedule 
Stan Sri Prakasa: Then what happens? 

Mr. Ohaiiman: I am sorry that the Honourable Member is inconvenienced by 
not having a question hour, but according to the rule 1 have read I am unable to 
adniil questions Until your President is elected, I am afraid you will have to 
have piiticnic ’Ihat is aceoidmg to the rules, and I am very sorry I cannot do 
anythuig to help my Honourable fnend in this matter We all regret at the 
entertaining hour having been deleted from the agenda 

Kataan]kiunar Dr Sir Yilay* An a nda (United Provinces Landholders)- 
Does it mean that you will not admit adjournment motions and so on. 

Mr. Ohairman: It does not mean that 

Sri M. AnanthaSayanam Ayyaogar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 

Non-Muhammadan Bural)- You can now decide about the questions. 

Mr Ohairman: I am presiding as Chairman I have ruled that the-Chairman 
cannot admit these questions I regret it, but you will have to have some 
patience. 

Shri Mohan Lai Sakaena (Lucknow Division- Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
Will you kindly tell us why after the President is elected, the official side wants 
ten more days 

Mr. Ohairman: The President must have time to consider these questions. 
They will be printed and placed before your President when you have elected 
one 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: May I know who is to decide the amount of time the 
President will need? 

Mr. Ohairman: He will decide that himself. 


Star! Sri Prakaaa: The office has already decided this for him. 
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Seth OoviBd Du (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions. Non-Muhammadan): 
The Government of India have got their own Press. They can print the 
questions within two days. 

Mr. Ohalrman: We are following the same procedure as we did in 1035 


PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 

W'liiTB Paper on Central Government’s Policy re Participation of State 
Railways in Road Motor Transport 

The BononxEUe Sir Edward Benfhall (Member for Railways and War Trans¬ 
port) Sir, I lay on the table a copy of the White Paper on the policy of the 
Central Government in respect of the participation of State Railways in Road 
Motor Transport together wUh a statement showing the progress made in the 
formation of Joint Companies in the various parts of India 

I am doing this in fulfilment of the undertaking given in the last Session to 
keep the House informed of progresa in this matter 


“WHITE PAPER” 

The poliey of the Central Oovemment in reepeet of partMpatien of State Ratlwaye in road motor 
tranaport 

1 Obfeete. —(1) The Aim of the pohoy outlined in this Paper is briefly to ensure the beet use 
of the dual moans of rail and road transport each being used to its best inherent advantage, com- 
plementaiy to the other i avoiding, on the one hand, art'ficial reatr etion of the number range 
of road passenger vohiolra, and, on the other, the economic waste aa for instance in the duplication 
of services which is a corollary of competition solely for gain, for which the community must pay 
and which would be apparent not only m possible bankruptcy of road concerns and m depletion 
of railway earnings, but also in slowing up of road and railway development The attainment 
of these objects will be sought by any promising means Working agreements between the road 
and railway interests as to routes, rates and fares will be essential in any case, more especially 
where the road and railway are parallel But experience has shown that adherence to such agree¬ 
ments when the two services are entirely distinct and separate is difficult to ensure and that dis¬ 
putes frequently occur in practice Such agreements are no subst itute for the close co-ordination 
which can be obtained from discussion on common ground in the Board room of a Company. 
The opinion of the Qovernment of India is therefore that the most promising and comprehensive 
method of co-ordination is to bo found m some fusion of (inancial interests, replacing the element 
of gain ns the main incentive in competition by healthy ri\ airy on the basis of service and supple- 
montmg control by Tranqxirt Authorities with those mutual adjustments which naturally follow 
from pooling of financial interest 

(2) The essence of the plan is the some whether both mean:, of transport are privately owned 
as in the United Kingdom or, aa in India, one is owned by the State Were both means owned by 
separate compartments of the State, that is, if Provmcial Governments owned and ran road trans¬ 
port, the need for effective co-oidination would be still greater. 

(3) The method of co-ordination to which this Paper mainly refers is the formation of road 
transport Companies, primarily for passenger traffic, m which tlie existing operators, the Indian 
Government Railway serving the locality, and, where it so wishes, the Provincial Ckivemment 
hold between them a large part of the capital invested m the enterprise. Shares will where margin 
exists be offered for public subscription also. 

2. ConettHUtonal poetiton of t^ Central Oovemment —^Tbe executive authority over motor 
transport is Provincial: and all rood transport Compames, however owned, will be subject to 
control m accordance with the provisions of the Motor Vo^oles Act, by the Authorities m the 
Frovmces constituted m the Provinces under that Act. But the terms on which Indian Govern¬ 
ment Railways negotiate with Provmcial Governments and existmg operators, and subject to 
which Central Government money is invested m theso concerns, are the reqionsibility of the 
Central Government. It is desirable therefore that the Central Government should define its 
Mlicy in these matters. The definition m this Paper is as precise as tho circumstances permit. 
Smee, however, the arrangements made in any particular case must accord with the policy of 
the Provincial Government concerned, and must depend upon negotiations with existmg opera¬ 
tors : there must be elasticity m adopting the general pohey to particular coses. 

Conditions of Pabticifation 


3. ExterU of the entareat of the Central and Provinetal Oovemmenta —^It is not intended that 
Railways should normally hold a dommating mterest m these companies, but if their participa¬ 
tion IS to be effective for example in offsottmg losses of short distanee passengers travelhng by rail, 
and if the railways are to have a due voice m the use of the public money which they have mvested 
the mterest of rculways must be substantial; that is not less than 26 or, normally more than 45 
^ cent. Where the Provmcial Government so desires, or where existing operators and tho public 
do not take up the shares offered, railways may take a larger mterest. Certam Provincial Govern¬ 
ments wish to participate also and will of course themselves mdicate the extent of their mterest. 

4 . Theiaiduaiaatqfexia»ittfcpmaera.—{1) Thebasiaofthesehemeisthereplaoeaieat ofoom- 
pttitkin iw gam matnal oo-operatum. It ia the wish of the Central Oovemment that eixistiiig 
<T<aiteneihaiiU be fitfaty treated in pQiKumoe of the pifliqy of oo-ordination; but it woulddefltet 
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additioq^to bei«g alseoil^fVrlmm^tabK into Hba ftri^ahtwato^^i^H'be^lve 
prior option over the pi^o m talcing riuuea in the new CoqipeniiMi. 

(2) There is general agreement that, aa the provider of paeaengar tranapoci in the foture^ 

the email individual ovroer of one or a few buaea will rarely find a ua^l place ezoept perhaM on 
iaolated mOlMB. The>efoie,*«hethec or not raihraya pertioipath. amal^nation tfChe eacbting 
operatora or their elemination by more efficient ooaoama la inevitable. The opemtor of the paat, 
nmo haa during the war eamedLgoadfmoniBy from the uae of hia vehicle and from the employment 
of himaelf andhiafionily, ipuat reoogniae that m any caae hia future intereat will be that o«a diare* 
holder m a Comamix a^ aa an employee of that Gompany, and that ift in the ftature, there la no 
effective road ran oo-ordination hia Company may fhid ita aarioi^ reduced In aaaeaaing 

what 18 a “ aqpaie deal ’* with the preaent opeeatere. it ig neoeaawy to foeget the i^ta of today 
and to have regard to the oonditiona of the past aiuf the piospeota of the future The genenl 
plan la that aubjeot to the policy of the Ptovinoiel Gkivemment each eziating operator Bhould have^ 
&«t option to mveat mthe shacea of these Cmnpaniea im to an amount ^iproxlmatefy equal to hhi 
eziating or potential aaaeta m the Vdiiolee covered by h^ permit. 

(3) The authorised eapiial of these Companies will have to be determined on long range con* 
aiderationa mcludmg the proportionate holding permitted to the different partiea Out the called 
up capital money at any time will be baaed upon commercial oonaiderationa,offer a oaaefuLaurvey 
of requirementa. If the capital of the existing operatora ia only partly called up their letume 
during the earlier yeara may be email and the question of the proportion of capital to be called 
firom the different partiea might be left to ba decided at the grat general meeting of die Gompany. 

6. AtteumeiU oj a^teif oj extsitng eptraior*. —(1) i;t le the mtentum that the vehiolaa and 
other aaaeta of eatistmg qparatora diomd, wherever they axe suitable, be taken over on oaeh pay¬ 
ment. For the oonvenunoo of ezistmg operatora these payments would ba offint agamat. ^ 
dmn oMital'anbaenbad them. In the event of the aaaeta of any permit holder ezoeading the 
vi^ of the ahaies offend to him (for example if he held aubatantiaf aaaets in a worka^), the 
eaioaas oouldbe oovemd bP the laane of debentuiea in Uen of oadi should the Company so dni^. 

(8) The foBowing aoale of valuation of vehiolaa and other aneta la ^poaed 

( 0 ) FriUefaa.—In the oaaa of a new and unused vehiole, the aotual coat to the owner inoluding 
the oort of ttie body, aubjaet tb a m the ease of the ohaama of the oontroUed pnoe m 

foroe at the tim. b the oaae of other vehiolaa, the nreBentaday oontaoUed pncfe of the bhaaaia 
fbfs the value of the body, new at preeent day pnoea, mi depieoiation at the rate of 26 per cent • 
per anmim on the declinmg valuee firam the date of first regiahntion with a margm of Ra. 800 
either way aa an aUowanoa far the condition o£ the vehiole It weald of ooutae rest with the 
Coinpany to decide whether the vehioles were worth taking over. 

(6) Om pfanfa, fitted would be separately valued. 

(c) ffporeporto and new fymrandfuder would be valued at coat to the owner subjeotto amazi- 
mum of the controlled price obtammg at date of the transaction. 

(d) Oriier assets twen over by the Company would be valued by negotiation. 

(3) In order to help exiatmg operatora and because of the shortage of vriiicles, theOompaniea 
abould normally take over vchi^s with one year’s expectation of useful hfe before sednng new 
ones. In border Ime oases if the operator elects to sell the vehicle in the open market he riiomd be 
pemutted to do so without objection or forfeiting hia option on shares. But on cqierator who 
elects to sell a good vehicle outside the Company at a scarcity jirioe cannot also elect to oomo m as 
a.^hardio]der. 

(4) Ai^ disputes arising out of the valuation of assets as above would be referred to arbit¬ 
ration under the orders of the Provincial Government 


6 The question of “ Goodwill ” —Section 59 (1) of the Motor Vehicles Act provides that a 
permit shall not bo transferred from one person to another, except on the death of permit holder, 
or with the permission of the Transport Authority Themajority of the lules maw by Provincial 
Governirents under that Act contain, it is believed, the further provision that, before sanction¬ 
ing transfer, the Transport Authority may call upon both parties to state what payment or other 
consideration has boon attached to the proposed transfer The object uf these provisions was to 
prevent trading in permits and the Act and rules thereunder do not recognise that a permit haa 
any sale value. At the same time, the proviso to Section 58 (2) gives preference to the renewal 
of an ozisting permit over the grant of a fresh permit to a, diffeiont person. It can be argued 
therefore that a Mrmit carries with it some right of continuance and is therefore of some com¬ 
mercial value On the other hand, by consenting to transfer the pel m^t to the Company the 
holder does not exclude himself from the right conferred by the permit to ply for hire, but lotaina 
it jointly with other shareholders Moreover, the Railways and the Provincial Government, 
where the latter participate financially, bring for different reasons a valuable asset of goodwill to 
the merger. Thus it might also be argued that the claims of the three partus in respect of the 
goodwill which they bring to the businoES might reasonably be considered as oancelling out. Never* 
the less, the CentralJOovemment reoognise that there may, in certain ciroumatancea, be juati- 
fioaAion for some payment to existing operatora aa compensation for distuzbanee of buaineaa. 
The queation whether there is juatifloation for such payment and of its amount knust he deter¬ 
mined by the Provincial Government concerned is toe light of the oomlitionapBevailing m eeeh 
Fi(gnriiM!eaiuiontheoiro\imstanoseofeaoh,oeat. The Central Qovenunentdeafie to dealMaaoB- 
al>fawitVtira,qpmraitoraandyefapcinfiip^pieperedtofaiyeetIUdhrayiff|MSiiyjii5 oonmaiy m 

\ n ii wi a t ii njnp rti ‘ e w q B4 W8>W B ifat. . 
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7. of than option UkpmMo* rtgtiSm —^The policy in bringing A«i«tiw^ 

operatora into ihfiie CoimMiniM ia to give proferanoo to thn old ««toUub^a pscMniB or ooncenw^ 
i.t., mainly thoM in the busineM prior to 1042, or to those who have been operating pce-lMB 
permita transferred to them, in accordance with the original conditions. TfaiNre ace also a few 
newer but regular Bus Contpameo whose claim to the option to take up shares should normally be- 

MOOglilWde 


8 . Ojftr oftharet to the pvbho other tKan eaneting oporatort. —Subject to a reasonable holding 
bMngreBerv^for the railway partioipatlngandvif desired, for the Provmoial Government, shaiea 
2 **^",^^xisting operators, but not taken up, and any other margm in the sham capital, should 
beavailableforpubliosubseriptionsubjectnormaUytoalitaitofsayRs. ff,OOObeiiigheld byany 
one individual, prefezenoa being given to the applicant for a small number of riiaros. 


9» Awniolsrco/Cofl^n»M.--Wherepoeaible,the 


mg Diraotta or Qenwal IKanagers, having rOad transport experience, preferably_ 

1 Directors. Wherever possible, the Managing Director or Generid_ 

wiUta seleotM from expenenced operators ib the area concerned, to whom some additional share 
bolding may be permitted to ensure identity of interests but this should m no case be permittedi 
to SQMeed Iff per cent, except where justified by the number of valid permits held. 

IS. Managing Agenta. — Man ag in g Agencies will not be employed hereafter. Gaaeawheiw 
railway^ or Provincial Governments m conjunction with railways have earned negotiations with 


wmre such promoters are unwilling to mo^fy the arrangement, will be reported by Railway 
Administrations to the Railway Board before agreements are concluded 

Monopoly Queetion, —(1) It is the view of the Control Government that competition! 
on the basis of gam will inevitably result m uneconomic duplication. They think thorefore that 
the new joint Companies must in time have a monojxily of the typo of road transport on tho routes, 
or m the area, covered by their permits. The extent to which the Companies will operate on 
branch os well as on mam routes will depend on the conditions of tho permit imposed by tho 
Trauport ^thorities. In some cases those authorities may consider that, for the present, certain 
or all branch routes should bo operated by different concerns. In other cases they may require 
the Companies to operate the less remunerative routes as well as themain routes. This is a matter 
for evolution and experience. But m any case the jomt Companies should have a monopoly on 
tho routes and of the typo of trofilo (passenger or goods) covered by their permit Tho manage* 
ment of the Companies fay a Board representative of the Province and the Railways, whose main 
intmst IS good service, and of the other shareholders whose main interest may be expected to be 
profit earmng, coupled with real competition on the basis of service will it is believed provide tho 
neoessa^ incentive to efficient operation and to close co*ordmation of services in the interest of 
the public. What it is necessary to avoid is tho dommation of these Companies, or of any other 
road transport concerns, by any single financial interest. Tho proposals in this paper are desigoed 
to prevent that. 


(2) There remains the not unnatural fear that the Companios will with mompolios, beoomq 
m strong u to ignore the public interest, and that the Transport Authorities will bo powerless to 
insist on the provision of better service, since tho only redress under the Motor Vehicles Act is the 
siumnsion or cancellation of permita, which does not help the travelling public As far as tho 
railways puticiratiag are concerned, the intention is thit tho Conmaaies should give optimum 
servi^ Newrtheloss, it is desirable to provideby amendment of tho Motor Vehicles Act that tho 
perg^ should be ^awn in a fuller form giving the Transport Authorities power to levy fines for 
non-p^formonoe of the services specified m or under the provisions of tho permit. In the ultimata, 
resort it would be open to the Transport Authorities to grant additional permits on the 
xop^ to other ooncems, and to refose to renew the permit on next date of renewal. Such non¬ 
performance 18 however mherently improbable. 
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REPORT ON PROGRESS OF RAIL-ROAD CO-ORDINATION 


Madraa — 

Tho Mtwlros Govominent h&va adopted a pohoy of forming tripartite rail-ioad compaiuea m 
the Madras Prosidency and doeiro that all operators should be afforded opportunity to assooiate 
as shareholdors, given priority for suitable employment and appropriate compensation m respect 
to their existing road interests Future development on a zonal basis is visualued, but where 
two or more well-establiahed companies are omrating m the same area mutual exchange of routes 
•18 consiilorMl the appi'opriate solution. The Madras Government propose to participate financially 
to tho same extent as the railways in companies in which a controlling State interest is to he 
acquired, but where substantial road undortakings which havo demonstrated their ability as 
operators are parties to a merger they aro to be peiftnitted the controlling interest, tho Provincial 
'wvernment shareholding being corrospondingly reduced. 

Negotiations have recently been concluded with Meesis T V Sundaram Iyengar & Sons, 
l<td , for tho flotation of a company to operate m the Madura District of the Madras Presidency. 
•Other operators in the area have been mvited to associate and those who have not so far intimat^ 
their dmire to do so will be given further opportunities after the toifipany commences operation. 


TTho agroed shareholding is— 

Madras Government 15 per cent 

Operators ..... 55 „ 

South Indian Rly.30 „ 


'Tho affairs of the coknpany will be managed by a board of diroctoi-s including a managing director. 
Existing staff will be absorbed and suitable employment will be found as far as possible for other 
Operators who associate. 

Further negotiations are being undertaken by both the M S.M.ondS.I Railways, now that 
a basis for association has been established 

Bengal — 

The present Government (as also tho previous Ministry) havo accepted in principle tho dosir* 
nbility of financial participation by railways in rood undertabngs with the object of co-ordinating 
tho activities of the two soi vices in the public interest. Tho Government do nut propose to parti¬ 
cipate financially in such undertakuige although they have reserved tho right to at quire a nominal 
shareholding and desire to bo rcpicsoiitod on the b^ds of directors. Parity of r^roholding as 
between the railways and operators will be tho normal divisuHi. Management by oxistmg suitable 
operators, where available, is favoured and the selection of promoters will bo made by tho Govern¬ 
ment Existing operators will bo given preference for employment m rail-road compames 

Negotiations are proceeding between tho East Indian Railway and tho Asnnsol Bus Syndicate 
for tho formation of a company to operato m West Bengal Practically all tho local bus operators 
aro mombors of the Syndicate, and it is hoped to devise methods to take ep.ro of their financial 
interests 

Nogotmtions arc also being conductod m the Midnaporo area betw'con the B. N. Railway 
and promotors suggested by tho regional transport authority, but these have not reached on 
^dvaiKod stage Other negotiations aro in progress in Bengal between tho B A Railway and 
selected prdmotors for tho fortnation of compames to operate on routes radiating from the Calcutta 
industrial aroa In addition, pjxiposals are under examuiation for tho flotation of o company to 
provide railway collection and delivery services both in Calcutta and adjoining areas 
Bombag — 

The Bombay Government have given ckKe consideration to the proposals for the co-ordina> 
'tion of rood transport and railways m the Prosidency, and havo expressed themselvos stroi^ly in 
flavour of luufiod control and orderly development. The Provmco has been divided into 11 zones 
and promoters acceptable to the majority of tho operators os ascertained by personal contacts 
•have been selected. Shareholdmgs are to be divided between operators (including promotera), 
the Bombay Government and the railways m the ratio of 36 per cent., 36 per cent and 30 per cent 

Assets of oxistmg operators will be taken over on valuation and, m addition, compensation 
to the extent of Rs. 1,000 per permit will be paid to those whose pemuts are acquired. The 
management and staff of new companies will be recruited, as far as poesible, from existing opemtors 
and their emplojroos. 

Permission to issue the required capital has been gven by the Examiner of Capital Issues and 
all 11 companies ore likely to be registered during the month of January 1046. 

HJnited Prot;.neM— 

The United Provinces Government are anxious to soo rood transport fostered m the public 
•interest with a minimum of delay and they accept co-ordination wiw railways on the basis of 
iflnancial fusion, as tho best method of developing rationalised transport as in tho Provinre. Their 
.pohey which has boon notified in a proas communique, favours tho foimation of tripartite compa¬ 
nies with tho sharoholdmg divided between operators (including promoters), the Provincial 
‘Govommont and the Behlways in tho ratio of 4B per cent., 6 per rent, and 46 per cent. Tho new 
companies are to give preference to existing operators and thoir stafls m the matter of employment 
and existing operators will be permitted to invest to tho extent of existmg or TOtentinl mteroste in 
-road transpoi-t up to a maximum of Rs 10,000 jxir stage carnage permit and Ms. 7,600 per public 
•earner permit. An ees-gratia pajrment of Be. 600 has been suggested for operators who do not 
•desire to associate but are prmred to sell their assets and suneader thev permits to the new oom- 
ponies, but the possibihty of extending the compensation payment to all classes of oprators is 
now under review by the FMivmcial Government. The Province has been divided into 7 zones b 
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«aoh of wbioh a separate oompai^ is to operate The promoters awe selected by the Provinoial 
Government on the rocomnunodations of Rogionnl Transport Authorities As far as possible, 
self otions have been fiom suitable existing operators or people ccnnocted vnth transport in the 
Province 

Central Provincea and Brrar- 

Tho Govomment of the Central Porvincei were early to reoognu e the necessity for and the 
desirability of associating road tmd rail services to provide planni^, co-ordinated and regulated 
transport. Negotiations for investing m two companies in this Provuice had reached and advanced 
stage pnor to the Assembly debates in arhich the principles govemmg railvray association were 
discussed. 

The C P Govomment, whilst considering an application m respect to the flotation of a limited 
liabihty company, under the managing agency system, to acquire and develop the assets of an 
oxisting road transport undertaking, had proposed that the two State interests ^ould acquire a 
01 per cent, shareholding divided equally Mtvrcen them, and after negotiations with the prolnoters 
a settlement on this basis was reached The same principle was apphed to another transport 
company already operating m the Province. In the latter company a block of shares which re- 
noained to bo taken up was made available to the railways and an arranmment was concluded m 
terms of which the State interests were to acquire a 51 per croit. shiueholdmg with the expansion 
of the issued capital 

After the Assembly debates the Hon'ble Member for War Transport made a personal vist 
to the summer capital of the Pmvmce to ascertam whether it would be possible to modify the 
proposals to permit of other operators bemg associated and the managing agency system eli¬ 
minated. On the latter point it wqs found to be the considered opinion of the C P Govern¬ 
ment that negotiations with the promoters of the now company had been carried to a pomt 
from which it was not possible to resile . whilst so far as the existing company was concerned 
there could be no possibility of dispensing with the managing agency system unless this was 
voluntarily relinquished On the other hand, the C P Qovomhient supported the proposal 
that opportunity should be providml for other operators to associate as shareholders and em¬ 
ployees The Central Government's proposals for takmg over existing assets at valuation 
and for paying compensation where justifl^ on a basis to be detormined on the merits of each 
case were also approved. The two firms of managing agents were found willing to come to terms 
m respect to all proposals other than relinquishing the managing agencies. 

At a later stage, after the matter of managing agencies had been referred to the Standmg 
Finance Committee, in accordance with the undertaking given by the Hon'ble Member for War 
Transport Department, endeavours were made to curtail the period of offiee of the managing 
agents, but unfortunately without success 

Negotiations are now in progress for the foimation of ii third company to operate m the 
Bilospur-Raipur and Drug districts in the eastern part of the Province The managing agency 
system will not apply to this company. 

Railway invjsi.ments in the two former u jmpjiaioa amount in the aggregate to Rs 2,04,000 
Details of these companies are given :— 


Present Ultimate 
Area of Present Proposed Railway RaUway 
Nome Hd. Qrs. opera- issued issued mvest- mvest- Managing Agenta 

tions capital capital ment ment 


The C. P. Transport Nagpur Northern 76% of (a) Lakhs Lakhs M/s F. M. Chino; 
Servioee, Ltd. C.F. 30 lakhs 30 lakhs. 6'73 7'66 A Co. 

The Provmoial Trans- „ Southern 10 lakhs. (6) 3'47 12'76 The Mechanical 

port Co. (Formerly C.P. 60 lakhs Transport 

Nagpur Omnibus (1942) Ltd. 

Co.) 

(a) Reserved for other operators Rs. 10,80,000. 

(b) Reserved for other operators Rs. 17,60,800. 

Punjab — 

' The Punjab Government whilst acknowledging the necessity for active oo-ordmation be¬ 
tween road transport and railways, believe that this can be achieved without finonoud fusion 
and eontemplate the provmcialisation of road transport in the Punjab. They have, however 
recently mtimated they have no objection to railways acquiring an mterest not exoeedmg 16 
per cent, in road transport undertidsings operatmg exclusively on national highways ninnmg 
•parallel to the N.W. Railway. 

Oriua.— 

The Provincial Government have adopted the pidioy of railway fusion with road undertak¬ 
ings and accept generally the pnnoiples enunciated in the Assembfy. Thqy propose to acquire 
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m 24 per eent. intereet in ooinpaniM%i1iMNi‘iD the Mowinoe, and to permit 26 per cent, to rad- 
woiper tlie haUuaoe being le^ to cqpeMtore (including profiioterB> and the pubhe. All negotla> 
thnasretobeoairiedoatby tbereilwiQfi At the memant aohemee for the formation of thr4e- 
eompaiuea are under active examination. The following are the detailai-^ 

1 . Sambalpur-Meramandeh (paaaenger A goods aemce). 

2. Khurda Road-Berhampur (passenger service). 

3. Koiidupcula>Aniarda Road (passenger A goods service). 

Ataam — 

The Provinoial Oovemment have adopted the principle of rail-road fusion restricted to- 
parallel and feeder routes. The Provincial Gfovemment propose to participate and whilstthegr 
have not defined the share they desire to acquire, they have stated they consider the combined 
holdings ofthe Central and the Province should not exceed 46 per cent., the remainder being left 
to operators and the public The interests of existing operators are to be safeguarded by 
ing to them first option to invest in the shares of the companies to the extent of their exiatinj|^or 
po^tial vehicle assets, and the former are to be taken over at valuation. Preference will b» 
given to suitable existing operators in selecting managers an^ staff for the Companies. 

The B. A. Railway propose to negctiate the formation of three compamos in the AssamTalley 
and one in the Surma Valley as soon as the Assam Government haver eachcd a dceision as to* 
whom the work of promotion is to be entrusted. ^ 

Bihar — • 

The Bihar Govenament have recently fj'ind it possible to reconcile their pokey with that 
of the Central Ooveiwrent. It is not the intention of the Government to participate financially 
m oo'T.panies which may be f'nred, although they desire to be represented on rail-road con pany 
Boi rds. They propose parity of sh^holding between the railways on the one hand and operators 
and genera] pubhe on tM other. Promotion is to be initiated by the railways who are required 
to associate with them m this work as many of the leading operators as possible. Negoitstticna 
aie to be undertaken inimediately a detailed examination of the traffle position has enabled the 
most economic method of administration and operation to be determined. The railmiys will 
adhere to the prineiples of the “ White Paper ** m respect to the employmeut of existiim operators, 
the acquisition of assets on valuation and the payment of compensation for business distnriiancea 
where justified by the merits of mdividual oases. 


This Government have decided on the formation of tripartite com pomes in which they 
propose to take a 16 per cent, shaieholdmg, allowing 38 per cent, to raUways, 38 per cent. tO’ 
operators and 8 per cent, to pubhe subsenbers They also are m agreement with the Centra 
Government’s pohey of protecting existing operators. Negotiations are m progress for the forma, 
tion of a company to operate between Jl^iachi and Hyderabad The fint managing direoto- 
hos been selected by the Provmcial Transport Authorities with the agreement of other operator 
on the route. 

F.P — 

The attitude of the present Qovenurent towards rail-road co-ordination has not yet been 
clearly defined, but there is a proposal afoot for an algamating all the operators in the Province 
mto one company in which the Provincial Government will acquire a share and possibly permit 
a share to the N -W Railway Full consideration will bo given to tho mtorsts of existing opera, 
tors if and when this company is forr ed. 

AHB17DMENT OF INDIAN AiBCBAFT BuLES 
Sir Gimiiath Bewoor (Secretary, Posts and Air Department): Sir I lay on the 
table a copy of the Posts and Air Department Notification No 2fi-V (14)/44., dated 
the 6th December 1944, relating to an amendment of the Indian Aircraft Rules 
1937 under sub-section (3) of section 5 of the Indian Aircraft Act, 1934. 

oovBKiruxirr or iwdia 
DEPARTMENT OP POSTS A AIR 

New Delht, the 6th December, 1944 

NOTIFICATION 

Vo. 26-V (14)/44 —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 and 
Mib-section (2) of section 8 of the Indian Aircraft Act, 1934 (XXII of 1934), the Central Gov¬ 
ernment is pleased to direct that the following further amendment shall be made in the Indian 
Aircraft Rules, 1937, namely .— 

After Part XII of the said rules, the following shall be inserted, namely:— 

"Part XII Emergency Provisions. 133A. The Joint Flying Control Regulations 
for the Royal Air Force and the United States Army Air Force as may from tune to tune be 
dsipviM Igr Ihs South East Asia Air Cmnmand, diw, with effeot from the 1st December, 
MI4 amply than aircraft for the time being in or over British India and shall have efliBoti 
notbithstandiag anything moonsistont the^itb ooatamed m the preceding Parts of these 
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Notification under Dbstbuotive Insobts and Pests Act. 

Sir Phsroie KharegRt t (Secretary, Agriculture Department ) : I lay on the 
table a copy of the Education, Health and Lands Department Notification 
(Agriculture) No F 16-I/46-A, dated the 16th April, 1945, under the proviso to 
Section 4D of the Destructive Insects and Pests Act, 1914 

No F 16 1/45 A 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH A LANDS 
New Delhi, the J6th April, 1945 
NOTIFICATION 
(Aobtoulvubk 

In oxerciso of the powers confarrod by boctions 4A and 4D of the Destructive Insocts and 
Pests Act, 1914 (II of 1914), the Central Government is pleased to direct that with effect from 
the 1st June, 1946, the following further amendments shall be made in tlie notification of the 
Government of India iii the Department of Education, Health and Lands, No F 60 13 (20)/ 
39 A, dated the 20th November, 1940, namely — 

I In the preamble to thi saul iiotiheatioii, and in rule 1 of tlw saul Rules, aftei the words 
“Noith \lcst Fionticr i*io\iiict , llio words "the Provmci of Madias ’ shall be mserted 

II In the Note below the Scliedule anneved to the saul rules, cIuum (d) shall be re-lettered 
as clause (e) and bcfoiu t'uise (e) as so luletlcnd the iullowiiig iliiiso sliall bo inserted 
namely t - 

(d) m the Pros iiu e of Madras, hv tht Entomo t. ^wt to Government of Madras, Coim 
botore, or such other Officer as may be authorised by the Provincial Government 
m this behalf 

bd/ (P M KHAREGAT). 

Additional Secretary to the Government of India. 

Summary of Frooebdings of the Fifth meeting of the Standinq 
Labour CiOHMTrrBB 

The HoiKMURUe Dr. B. B. Amhedker (Labour Member) * I lay on tiie table 
• copy the Summary* of ProoeedingB of the fifth meeting of the Standmg Labour 
Committee held at New Delhi on the 27th June, 1944 

SuiiMAior OF Pboobndenos of trb Sixth Laboitb CbNVBBBNOB 

The HononraUe Dr. B. B. Amhedker (Labour Member); I lay on the table 
a copy of the Summary* of Proceedings of the Sixth Labour Conference betd at 
New Delhi on the ^th and 28th October, J944. 


Tlie l&MMNifitAe tft, k i 


SUXMABT OF FrOGBBPIK^ OF I^KR $IX9CK JKBBnNQ OF TBB STAHOIBO 
LABQUp 

Tlie l&MMNlfitAe IB. k ift. Binwidiar (Labour Member): Sir, 1 lajr on IIm 
taUe a copy of the Summary* of Proceedings of the Sixth meeting d tAmBtandinff 
Labour Ooramittte KeM di N<^ o^O 17th Match, 1(K5. 

M IL (AiBdflMdlHtiBi BfirttW (If^rRS ceded and Chjfetor: 

Non4MbhaihBtadao Bu^): On a poiiit Of infin^atiOn. May I know it Iim 
taken BO longdlo place thcee papers which were ready on Ous of Jnne, 1944 
and on the 27th and 28th of 0^b«r, 1944 on the table of the Houae f Why were 
they not placed in the last Assbmbl^ SeBsion? 

The BonoDtaUe Dr.B.B.AmMDv : I cannot give an answer, but I will 
look into the matter. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Govbbnhbnt of India’s Pabticifation in Qfbbations in Indonbsia and Indo- 
China 

Mr. Chairman : ihavo roopmdanumlxi of adjournment motions, the first 
three of which axe from Prof. Range. They all concern the same stlbj'eot, and 
’ 1 would suggest that be should take up No. 3 for consideration which is the most 
comprehensive. 

Piof. N. O. Banga (Guntur cum JNelloro. Non-Muhammadan Rural): I 
agree to that. _ - _ 

*Nnf. nahgfai., bnfc nnpi«isrhfara.baiiii.plLwll in 

Na. tf D. • 
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Hr. Chainnan : The adjournment motion runs as follows : 

“ That the business of the Ilouse bo odjoumed to discuss a specific urgent matter of pubUo 
importance, namely tho failure of the Government of India to refuse to oo-operate with th^ 
British Government m tlioir violent operations in Indonesia and Indo>China even after the 
war with Japan was over ’* 

Has the Honourable Member got the required sanction of tho Governor- 
General * 

Fro!. N. G. Banga : I have not got it. Sir 

Hr. Chairman : All right, sit down. Notice of a similar adjournment motion 
was given by another Honourable Member (No. 8 on the list) and ho took the 
precaution to get the sanction of the Governor-General. I trust that the Leader 
of the House have no objection to Prof. Banga movmg his adjournment motion 
today which is very similar to the one wliioh has ^oady reoeived the sanction 
of the Governor General 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benfhall (Loader of the House): No objec¬ 
tion 

Hr. Chairman : All right. Has the Honourable Member leave of the House 
to move this adjournment motion ? 

Some HononraUe Hembem s Yes, yes. 

Hr. Chainnan : This adjournment motion will bo taken up today. It is 
12-30 now. We go on wor^g still Quarter Past One. I presume the work on 
the agenda will be finished by lunch time. Usually adjournment motions are 
taken up at Four of the Clock, but the Buies provide that with the concurrence 
of the Government Member who is m charge of the subject, the time can be changed. 
If it IS convement, may we take up this adjournment motion after lunch soon 
after the work on the agenda is finished < That will obviate Honourable Members 
going home and oommg back again If the Honourable Member in charge or the 
Leader of the House has no objection to that course, I suggest that we adopt it. 

The HononraUe Sir Edward Benthall : It will bo quite convement from the 
point of view of Government. 

Hr. H. Asal Ali (Delhi: General). It is not quite certain whore the con¬ 
venience will bo. We have to adjourn brfore lunch We have to come back at 
2-30 Instead of coming back at 2-30 we can come back at 4 If the House feels 
that we should come back after lunch at 2-30, I have no objection To my mmd 
there is no particular convenience so far as the question of coming back is con¬ 
cerned. 

Mr. Chaiimaii : May I pomt out that I cannot definitely say when tho work 
on this agenda may be finished. It may bo finished m quarter of an hour. If 
that is so, we will go on to the adjournment motion immc^ately which will then 
be allotted two hours, and fifteen minutes to each speaker. That is the procedure 
that I suggest. If the House agrees it will be so. 

The HonoaiaUe Sir Edward BenthaU: I would like to be clear. If we 
finish before lunch, we shall take up the adjournment motion at say 2-30 or what¬ 
ever time the Chair appoints. If we do not finish the business of the House till 
after lunch* then we ^all take up this adjournment motion immediatdy after the 
finiahing of the business. 

Hr. Cihainnaii : That is exactly the position. 

The HononraUe Sir Edward Benthall x But we shall not take up this adjourn¬ 
ment motion before lunch ? 

Hr. C h a in nan ? I suggest we may take it up before lunch if the work i 
finished by then. 

The HmioniaUe Sir Edward Benthall : That would be rather inconvenient 
from the point of view of Government. 

Mr. Chairman : If that is the position we shall finish our work and adjourn an 
we dioll come at 2-30 p.h. and continue with the adjournment motion. 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE 
FOR RAILWAYS 


The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Trans¬ 
port) : Sir, I move : 

“ Tliat this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner os may bo approved by the 
Honourable the President, 11 members to serve on tho Standing Finance Committee for Hail- 
vaiya for the unoxpired portion of the current financial year, 1045-40, and for the year com- 
menomg 1st April, 1046 " 

Mir. Chairman : Motion moved * 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner as may bo approved by the 
Honourable the President, 11 members to servo on tho Standmg Finanro Committee for Rail¬ 
ways for tho unexpirod portion of tho current financial year, 1046-46, and for tho year com- 
menemg 1st April 1046 *’ 

Shri Sri Ftakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur, Divisions: Non-Muhammadau 
Rural): Who is the President referred to ? 

Ur. Chairman : President of what ? 

Shri Sri Frakaaa : Tho President is to prescribe the manner of voting. 

Ur. Chairman : I will do so straight away. 

"The question is: 

That this assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner as may be approved by the Hon¬ 
ourable the President, 11 members to serve on the Standing Finanoe Committee for Radways 
for the unexpirod portion of the current financial year, 1946-46and, for the year commencmg 
Ist April, 1946.” 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall : With duo respect I should have moved 
the Honourable the Chau'man.” May I make that amendment now if permit¬ 
ted ? 

Shri Sri Frakaaa : No amendment can bo moved without notice. 

Ur. Chairman : Is thoro any objection! 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
FOR RAILWAYS 

The Hmionrable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Trans¬ 
port) : Sur, I move: 

” That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such noaner as may be approved by the Hon. 
ourable the President, six non-official members to serve on the Cmtral Advisory Council for 
Railways for the unexpired portion of the current financial year, 1946-46, and for the year 
oommenomg Ist April, 1946.” 


Ur. Chairman : The question is: 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m suoh manner as may be approved by the Honour¬ 
able the President, nx non-offioial members to serve on the Central Advisory Council for Rail¬ 
ways for the unexpired portion of the current financial year, 1945-46, and for the year oom- 
menoing 1st April ,1946.’* 

Saxdar Maagal Singh (East Punjab: Sikh): The Chair has not declared the 
decasion of the House. 

Ur. fihaivmnn : Tho “ Ayes ” have it. 

The motion was adopted. 
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The Honourable Sir Archibald Sowlandi (Fmanoo Member): Sir, I move; 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to the elootion, in such manner as may be approved by 
the ('hainnan, of 14 non-oflicinl members to servo on tho Standing Finance Committoo for the 
remamdcr of the financial year, 1945-40, and for tho financial yoar, 1040-47 ” 

Mr. Chairman : Motion moved: 

“ That this Assembly do procood to tho oloction, in such manner as may bo approved by 
the Chairman, of 11 iioii-official mombers to serve ou tho Standing Finance Committee for the 
remainder of tho financial >cur 194.'i-40, aiui for the fmanoial year, 1046-47 ” 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Surburbs . Muliammadan Urban): 
Is this m order to pass a i csolutioii for two financial years or for the balance of 
one financial year and the whole financial year again < 

Mr. Chairman: What is the objection ^ Whore le tho point of order ? 

Mr. Abdur Rahman SiddiQi: I should like to have your guidance on the 
matici as to ivhclhcr wo can go Iroin the Slat March to Ibt April until wo have 
reaohod lliat date Tho now \oai begins then. 

Mr. Chairman: 1 tan .w..iu tlu llonouialilo inombir tluit tlu* .loeoiinls of 
both years will not bo niivotl up The House can ajipiint' of any motion that an 
Honourable .Mcinbtr makes liefoie tho House In tins case Ihe Honourable Member 
desires that eeitain menibeis t»t the House should toim a committee and that oom- 
mitteo should do the w'otk of the present year and the next year ] do not see any 
point of order in that 

Mr. M. Asal Ali (Delhi General) I should like the Honourable Member 
to explain the scope of tho Standing Committee You will remember that once 
upon a time we had rather a comprehensive committi'e and then it was dropped. 
Now that you are resuming the old practice, 1 should like to know what exactly 
■^he scope of this Committee is going to bo. 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Thu scope of the Committee is 
the same as of that which sat m the jiast But it is open to the Committee 
when it meets to suggest amendment which 1 would be very glad to consider 

Mr. M. Asal Ali : Will this Committee cover the entire financial field or will 
it be confined only to block grants or things of that sort 

The Btonoumble Sir Archibald Rowlands: Specific items of expenditure 
will be brought before the Committee. 

Mr.M.Asaf Ali: Willit cover the entire field ? 

The HonouaUe Sir Archibald Bowlanda: Voted field. 

■r.M.AHKAU : Of course. 

Mr Mann tabedar (Indian Herdiants* ChamW and Bureau; Indian Com¬ 
merce) : We cannot have things as they have been in the pMt. We are ihere 
to ohange many things. How are the members of this Committee expected to 
f(dlow the trend of finance if only the voted field is given to us. Now that the 
war is over, why could not the Finance Committee Imvo information on the non- 
'▼oted field cllso ? ^ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands : I thmk this would be much better 
•discussed by the Committee itself after it is appointed. 

Mr. Ml^ Subedar : This House ought to know wW it is doing. Our vote 
is being asked for m support of the measures. We ought to be quite clear al^ut 
what we are going to support. We do not what a wishy-washy Finance Committee 
which sat m the past 1 submit with all respect that it is not possible for any 
to get hold of the whole picture of the finances of India unless all tho non-voted 
items aie also given to us by way of information I agree that our vote may not 
be aslced on these items as it is not provided in the jiresent consititution, but I do 
not see why tho information should bo withheld. 

Sir Molpmmad Yamin K h a n (Agm Division ' Muhammadan Rural): As 
far as I remember an assurance ves given by the late Finance Member last year 
that it wiiribc done so, ss desired by Mr. Manu Subedar. ' 

(W) 
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Ur. Chairman: The question is ... . 

Ur. Mann Subedai: Won’t you permit us to have an explanation from 
the Honourable Member ? 

Mr. Chairman ; I cannot give the explanation. It is for tiie Honourable 
Member . ... 

Sir Mohammad Tamin ifhan : The outgoing Finance Member had given 
the assurance What is desired is this, that the present Finance Member may 
also give the same assurance 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands : I will certainly carry out tho 
assurance given by the previous Finance Member but I should like to see its terms 
before I commit myself , 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : The Honourable Mombor may just as well postpone the 
consider.ition of this motion for the simple reason that wo do not know what wo 
are to vote about. Wo must know what the scope of this committee is going to 
be. If it IS going to be just a sort of eyeaash, we do not want it. We will vote it down. 

Mr. Chai rman : Will tho Honourablu the Fuiani o Memlier consider the pro* 
posal to postpone it till tomonow ^ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands : Ccrt.iinly 

Mr. Chairman Witli tlio permission of the House tins matter will bo taken 
up on the agenda tomorrow 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR ROADS 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railwa 3 rs and War Trans¬ 
port Sir, I beg to move • 

“ That this Assembly do proeeotl to oloct, m such manner as the Honourable tho President 
may direct, oight members to survo on tho Standing Cominittoo Tor Roads which has been 
rnnstitiitoti to advise the Governor General in Council m tho administration of tho Central 
Itoiul Funil and suili other questions relating to roads and toad trafllo as may be referred to 
it during the remaining months of the finimeial year, 1945-40 ” 

Mr. Cihairman : Tho question is . 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner os tho Honourable the Presi- 
<lent may direct, eight members to servo on the Standing Committee tor Roads which 
has boon constituted to advise tho Governor General m Council in the administration of the 
Central Road Fund and such othci questions rolaling to roods and road traffic as may be 
referred to it during tho rein lining months of tho flnancial year, 1045-46.” 

The motion was adopted 


Mr. Chairman : I have to inform Honourable Members that tho followmg 
dates have been fixed for roceivmg nommations and holdmg elections, if necessary, 
in connection with tho following Committees, namely 


Standing Finance Committee for Railways 
Central Advisory Counoil for Railways 
Standmg Committee for Roads 


Date for 
nomination 
22nd January 
24th January 
24th January 


Date for 
election 
24th January 
29tli January 
30th January 


The nominations for tho Stivndmg Finanoo Comtmttoo for Railways will be 
received in tho Notice Office up to 3 F M on tho 22iid January and tho election 
will bo hold between tho hours of 2-30 F M. and .5 p m on tho 24th January 

Tho nommations for the remainmg two Committees will bo received up to 12 
noou on the dates which I have mentioned for tho purjxiso tuid the elections will 
bo held between the hours of 10-30 a m and 1pm 

Tho elections which will be condiiotod m accordanco witli the Regulations for 
holding of elections by means of tho smgle transferable vote, will bo held m the 
Assistant Secretary’s room in tho Council House. * 
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Haji Abdu Sattar Haji Idum Seth (Wost Coast and Nilgiris : Muhammadan) * 
May I just pomt out with regard to the first Committoo, viz ., tho Standmg Fmanco 
Committeo for Bailways, tho olootion is posted for tho 24th and tliat happens to bo 
the day on which the Honourable the President of the Assembly is to ^ elected 
I thmk it would bo very inconvenient for tho members to hav'e this election also 
on tho same day and I suggest that tho date should bo changed 

Mr. Chairman : The election of tho President will bo over in the mommg 
and after that Honourable Members can vote but T would certainly like tho House 
to consider tho point N 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I support the Honourable Member’s suggestion that the 
election of this committee shoidd bo postponed to another date Tho Presidential 
election might take some time. * 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benihall : Prom the point of view of tho Govern¬ 
ment wo have specially asked that this election may bo put on early in order to 
get the committee constituted at tho oarhost date possible There is quite a largo 
amount of busmoss before the Standmg Fmanco Committeo for Railways which we 
have to get througb, if possible, before the Railway Budget There was no session 
of tho Assembly and therefore no session of the Standmg Finance Committee in the 
autumn. Wo have not been able to get through the usual business between the 
two Budget sessions, and therefore want to get this Committee constituted as early 
as possible I think I am right in saymg that on the 25th and 26th the House is not 
sitting and on the 28th. 

lb. M. Aaal Ali : Tho voting can take place even on a day when tho House is 
not sittmg 

lb. Chairman : Will it be convenient to have the voting on a date when the 
House IS not sittmg ^ I thmk there may be difference of opmion on this point. 

Sir Mohammad Yamiu Khan : It will suit better than the election of the com¬ 
mittee on the same day when tho election of the President takes place. 

Mr. Chairman : 2dth is a holiday but the House is not sitting on the 26th. 
Will that moot tho convenience of tho Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall : That will meet the convenience of the 
Government but it should bo held as soon as jiossible. 

lb. Chairman : If the House is not sittmg the Honourable Members will 
have to come hero for the votmg 

Mr. M. Aiaf Ali : Will it make much difibience if w'o have it on tho 28th ^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall : We want to got down with the ivork 
of this Committee at the earliest possible moment There is a very largo 
volume of work and there have boon persistent complaints in tho post that wo have 
not given time to digest the very largo volume of papers that is put before it I 
thuik that will be supported by members of past committees I do suggest that 
wo try to gam those three days Otherwise tho Committee will .... 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan : So far as my party is concerned wo are agree¬ 
able if the hours of tho election are so arranged that after the election of the Presi¬ 
dent wo should start this election for this Committee but tho two elections should 
not go on simultaneously. 

Mr. Chairman : That, I think, has been provided for by the time I have rea*^ 
out—that it will be clearly understood that the election will not take place unt^ 
the now President is in the Chair You will not ask Honourable Members to 
vote during the Presidential election on the 24th ? 

The Hononrable Sir Edward Benthall: I think it is for you, Sir, to fix the time- 

Mir. Chairman : I have fixed 2-30 to 5 f. m. and I presume that the new Pre¬ 
sident will be elected by 2-30 P M. 

Sir mfthftfriTwiu! Yamin ; That will suit us. 

Mr. Chairman : Then the time will remain as I have fixed. 




WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 
The HoDOurahle Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member) * Sir, I mtroduco the 
Bill further to amend the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923. 

INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Bcmonrable Dr. Sir M. Asizul Huque (Commerce Member). Sir, I introduce 
the Bill further to amend the Insurance Act, 1938 

COD^ OP CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL 
The Hbnonrable Sir Aecdca Roy (Law Member) Sir, I mtroduce the Bill fur¬ 
ther to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 

PROFESSIONS'tax LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) Su*, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Professions Tax Limitation Act, 1941. 
Mr. Chaimutn : The question is 

“ That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Profeaaions Tax Limitation Act, 
1941." 

The motion was adopted 

The Hononiable Sir Archibald Rowlands : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

PROVIDENT FUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL 
The Hdnonrable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Fmaiioe Member). Sir, I move for 
leave to mtroduce a Bill further to amend the Provident Funds Act, 1925 
Mr Cihainnan : The question is 

" That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provident Funds Act. 
1926 " 

The motion was adopted 

The Hbnonrable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Sir, I mtroduce the Bill 

INDIAN OILSEEDS COM\nTTEE BILL 
Sir Pheroze Khaiegat (Secretary, Agriculture Department) Sir, I move for 
leave to mtroduce a Bill to provide for the creation of a fund to be expended by a 
Committee specially constituted for the improvement and development of the 
cultivation and marketing of oilseeds and of the production, manufacture 
and marketmg of oilseed products 
Mr. Chairman : The question is'* 

" That leave be granted to mtroduce a Bill to provide for the creation of a fund to be ex- 
jiended by a Committee specially constituted for the improvement and development of the culti¬ 
vation and marketing of oilseeds and of the production, manufacture and marketmg of oilseed 
products." 

The motion was adopted 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: Sir, I mtroduce the Bill. 

PHARMACY BILL I 

Mr. S. H. Y. Onlsnam (Secretary, Education Deportment): Sir, I move for 
leave to mtroduco a Bill to regulate the profession of pharmacy. 

Mr. Chairman : The question is: 

“ That leave be granted to mtroduoe a Bill to regulate the profession of pharmacy." 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. S. H. T. Onlanam : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

Mr. filinivinnn ; That finishes the agenda: we shall meet again at 2-30 p-U. 
to discuss the adjournment motion. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Luni^ till Half Past Two of the dock. , 

(67) 
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The Assembly re-assemblod after Lunoh at Half Past Tvro of the Clock, Mr* 
Chairman (Sir Cowasjoe Jehangir) in the Chan 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Govebnment of Ikdia’s ParticiFation in Operations in Indonesia and 
Indo-China 

Prat N G Banga (Guntur cum Nollore* Non-Muhammadan Rural) * Mr Chair¬ 
man, I move that the business of the House be adjourned to discuss a specific 
urgent matter of public importance, namely, the failure of the Government 
of India to refuse to co-operate with the British Government in their violent opera¬ 
tions in Indonesia and Tndo-Chma even after the war with Japan was over 

Sir, there was a time when this country was dragged into a war, an unwanted 
war, without this Legislature being consulted They said that wo are faced with a 
terrible emergency and that they h^ no time to convene this House and consult it In¬ 
deed, some of them even said that they had no necessity whatsoever, oonstitiitional or 
otherwise, to consult this House befoi o they committ.^ this country to that war That 
was a war, as it was said by the British, between the Fascists and the Democrats but 
today there is another war on It is also a world war but it is an unspoken war and an 
undeclared war This is a war between the Haves on the one side and the Have-Nots 
on the other Teh Have-Nots are trying their best all the world over to get some justice 
for themselves They are trving to free themselves and once again this Governra'iiit 
has plunged this country in this war without consulting this Txigislatiire Sir, re- 
peat^ly demands have been made in this House that the Indian troops should not 
be taken abroad for warfare for the use of British Imperialism and not so long ago 
a definite assurance was given by this Government that Indian troops would not 
be taken outside India for military operations without consulting this House In 
fact, it was because Indian troops were takmi outside India some time in 1039 
that my party had decided to boycott the sessions of this Assembly as a protest 
against that undemocratic action by this Government and this time our troops are 
being used in a most unholy manner in the most disgraceful and disgusting war that 
is going on there in Indonesia 

Why are our troops taken over there * So far the Government of India have 
not come out with any sort of explanation It was only the British Government 
who made a statement They said that they had some moral obligations towards 
the Dutch Government, mind you, not towards the Indonesian peoples and tliat 
they had to go in there in order to release a few thousands of prisoners of war who 
were taken there by the Japanese in their war camps So far as this country is 
concerned, oven this Government cannot lay claim to any sort of moral obligations 
of theirs towards the Dutch Government, not to speak of the peoples of Indonesia 
and for the prisoners of war to be released, is it necessary for the Government of 
India to send their troops and keep them m Indonesia for more than three months 
in order to release them ^ 

How many of those prisoners of war were Indians * If it is s iid—it does not 
matter whether they are Indians or not, they are innocent people, men, women 
and children who arc kept there as prisoners of war in unjustified detention by the 
Japanese and it is the humanitarian duty of this Government to go to the rescue 
of these people and to aid the British in releasing them, then why is it that the 
United States of America troops are not there in Indonesia in these unholy opera¬ 
tions ^ It must be because the United States of America is not at all satisfied 
about the bona fides of Great Britain in sending her troops If it is not found 
necessary by the United States of America, which is strong in her resources in men 
and money, to go to Indonesia and to fight on the side of the Dutch or on behalf 
of the Dutch or for tlie sake of the Dutch against the Indonesian peoples, why should 
it be considered neceSary for India to send her troops at all to this country * 

The truth of the matter is that the British Government is anxious to prop up 
Dutch Imperialism in Indonesia also French Imperialism in Indo-China The 
peoples of these countries are up in arms against the return of these Imperialists 
The British Government wants ■ to reinstate these Imperialists—^hated and 
unwanted as they are —and the Indian Government has only decided to toe the line 
with British Imperialism in order to play the game of the Imperialists It is an 
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unholy thing indeed for the Indian Government to have done this, because we 
in our own country are slaves and our troops are being taken over to these countries 
m order to keep those peoples in continued enslavement. This is not the first time 
that the Government of India has dono this sort of thing But why is it that the 
Government of India has not refused to allow their troops to be sent to those coun¬ 
tries m order to put down the democratic rights of those peoples * Is it because 
of any sort of constitutional disability ^ Yes, for all outward purposes they are 
supposed to be only a slave government of British Imperialism Quite 
true But they have put up a sort ot show that they have the right and the power 
to declare war on behalf of India against the Axis powers independently of 
British Imperialism and if they had done so in the past, why is it that at least now 
the Government of India has not tried to lefuse to co-operate with British Imperia¬ 
lism « 

Then, again, where is 4he question of emergency at all. The war with Japan 
was over some time in August and there is no necessity oven for thi. slave govern¬ 
ment to have continued to use our troops against the struggle for freedom of other 
peoples And why should our troops be ustvl against tlie other peoples * For 
w'hat purpose ? Is there any natioiud or intc^inational justification for this ? No¬ 
thing whatsoever We have been trying to bung about good relations between 
this country and the otb'r Asiatic countries Li^ader after leader of our people 
have been trying to establish As*atic co-operation and comradeship Of course, 
it IS not to the taste or tile intcicsts of the B'ltiih Gov'orniuont that there should 
bo this comiadcsliqi and Asiatic Federation Thoj have already queered the pitch 
in Biirnia by having taken our troops there, by having defeated their king and des¬ 
troyed their independence and afterwards by having established their own Imperia¬ 
lism toi several decades and naturally the Burmese do not have any great love for 
our people And it was scon to the bitter experience of Indians how bitterly the 
Burmaiis wore disliking the Indians when poor Indians had to trek their way over 
that weary road from Buima to India on the triumph of Japanese We are 
trying to establish good relations with Indonesians and Indo-Chinese Indonesian 
leaders have invited Pandit Jawahar Lall Nehru to go over there Pandit Nehru 
has offered to go there, but it was this Government which refused the passport or 
even permission for him to go out to that country in order to help these people to 
find peace os well as freedom in their own country The British Govei nment has 
been saying that the free republic government of Indonesia has not gamed 
effective control over the extremists, but why is it, it has not allowed Pandit Nehru 
to go there in order to bring peace between the extremists and the moderates and 
help them to establish their own freedom and release these people ? 

It 18 not even as though the Indonesian leaders are unwilling to release those 
prisoners of w’ar They themselves have offered to release these people But 
that did not satisfy the British Government The British Government had other 
motives and therefore it has stuck to that place 

Then, Sir, is it the humanitarian tiung to destroy towns after towns with the 
latest war materials as well as war machinery and create blood baths and broad¬ 
cast carnage all over Indo-China in order to release a few prisoners of war ? The 
British Government was hurt, the Izzat of the British Government was hurt when 
a military General was murdered by some it responsible or some patriotic Indo¬ 
nesian The British Government did not like it It must wreak its vengeance 
on those people, it must teach them a lesson and show to them, however weak 
they may bo as a result of this war, that they were still strong and that they had the 
most murderous machinery of war in their hands and they would destroy these 
people and teach them a lesson. Is their temper different from that wretched temper 
displayed by General Dyer at Amritsar ? They gave them an ultimatum 
of 24 hours and then they released their carnage on people who were generally non¬ 
violent and who were unarmed Their process of warfare was to kill people, des¬ 
troy towns and destroy men, women and children They made such a hullabaloo when 
Hitler was bombing over London and they began to shed crocodile tears over the 
death of a few chi^cns and the destruction of a few kitchens. But here in Indo¬ 
nesia they were raining bombs of death on unarmed masses and unarmed women. 
Did they shed tears over them 1 Are they repentant or ashamed of themselve 
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fOT what they have been doing in Indonesia ? In all these things Indiana are taken 
in, and what for ? In order to strengthen the British Imperialism I wish to warn 
this Government that unless it makes up its mind immediately to withdraw all 
Indian troops, it will stand self-condemned before the bar of world public opinion. 
Every country in the world is ashamed of its own inability to prevent this Govern¬ 
ment and British Government from playing this International debauchery. | 
appeal to this House to pass this adjournment motion and censure this Govern¬ 
ment and teach it a lesson in international humanity. 

Hr. Chairman : Motion moved : 

That the Assembly do now adjourn.** 

Hr. P. Mason (Government of India ■ Nominated Official) Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, I hope the House will be kind to mo today for two reasons In the first place, 
because this is the first time 1 have had the honour to address it and 1 am sure I 
shall need the indulgence of Honourable Members and secondly because I have some 
points to lay before them which may be of interest and help to clear up misconcep¬ 
tion,—and undoubtedly this is a subject on which there is a good de^ of miscon¬ 
ception 

Sir, I would ask the House to cast their minds back to August of 1945 At 
that time the Allied Governments and the Allied military staffs were all consider¬ 
ing how best they could win the war Nobody knew that the Japanese were on 
the point of collapsing At that time the plans which were being made were 
naturally very secret but I can now toll you what they wore Burma had just 
been conquered, by the help of Indian troops very largely, and the next step was 
to be the conquest of Malaya. That, of course, the Japanese did not know and it 
was, in fact, one of our strong pomts that they did not know where wo would strike 
next After that the proposal was that gradually by a series of war-like operations 
General MacArthur should take over those territories which used to be under the 
Dutch flag which were then in Japanese occupation I used the word gradually 
and I said by a series of war-like operations and that is rather important In the 
end, things turned out quite diffeieiitly The Japanese collapsed suddenlv and we 
had to conquer not gradully and not by a senes of operations but simultaneously 
all those countries And that explains what might seem a paiadoxieal fact that 
we actually needed more troops and more ships for a jieaceful occupation than wo 
should have needed for that senes of opciations which had been contemplated 
before 

At the same time, while this was beii^; plaimed, discussions were in progress 
for the transfer of these territories that we are talking about from the command 
of Geneial MacArthur to the command of Admiral Mountliatten And 1 would 
like to emphasise that that transfer was not a transfer from an American Command 
to a British Command but from one Allied Command to another Allied Command 
Admiral Mountbatten is the Supreme Allied Commander in South-East Asia and 
General MacArthur is also a Supreme Allied Commander Both of them have under 
their command troops of all nations,—^British, Chinese, French, Dutch and Indian— 
and both of them are subject to the orders of what is frequently referred to as the 
Allied High Command, that is to say, the Combined Chiefs of Stall in Washington 
And when these territories were eventually conveyed from one Command to the 
other, it was done simply because it was the most convenient way of carrying out 
our objects 

The objects with which the occupation of Java was undertaken came from the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff They were not British objects but Allied, they were 
objects to which no one at the time could have taken exception They were, in 
the first place, to rescue the Allied prisoners of war and internees and I should add 
that among these prisoners of war and internees, whose number was some 200,000, 
were included Indians and Indonesians os well as Dutch and other Allied nations 
and secondly to disarm Japanese troops, 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muliammadan) How many were 
Indians ? • 

Mr. P. HaMNi : I am afraid I do not know. Those were the two objects with 
which the Allied troops were moving forward I should like to emphasise that there 
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Mreie no special decisions taken for that movement forward, because in any war 
it naturally follows that the moment victory is achieved, the armies which have 
been fighting move forward to occupy the territory of the defeated. This happens 
automatically. Now, at that time had the Grovernment of India protested, had 
yro said, we are not going to allow our troops to go forward and that the rest of the 
Allies could go and occupy those territories, I do not know. 

Mr. M. Asal Ali (Delhi. General): Did the Honouiable Member say that the 
Government of India protested « 

Mr. P. Muon : No, Sir, 1 said had we protested,— if we had protested,—! 
think we should have heen subject to very serious criticism at that time. 
I suggest we should have been told that Indian troops are good enough to fight and 
have fought better than any one else and are they not go^ enough to 
go forward and occupy the territory of the defeated * T think that would have been 
said against us. That howcwor is merely an opinion We should certainly have 
been accused, and rightly too, of lack of humanity in leaving these largo numbers 
of people defenceless At any rate there was no question of attempting to consult 
any legislature, I am sure, in any country m the world There was no question ot 
consulting any legislature on t>uch a matter m any of the other Allied countries; 
the armies simply moved forward as fast as possible 

It was with these two objects we went into Java at that time and I think there 
could have been no objection to that But when we went into Java, wo found there a 
very different situation from what wo expe».ted I should like here to draw the 
attention of the House* to some dates which I think are very significant On the 
7th August, the Japanese in Java declared the independence of the Indonesian 
Republic , on the 8th August, Tokyo announced that Japan was ready to accept 
Allied terms On the 16th the arrangements that I was speaking about, the transfer 
of command from General MacArthiir to I^ord Louis Mountbatten, were completed, 
but it was not till the 20th September that the first Allied troops arrived in Java. 
They arrived in veiy small strength and it was not for another ten days or a fort- 
night that wo had there any strength really worth the name There are a number of 
deductions to bo drawn from these dates, I mentioned I think every one would 
draw the first deduction, that is from the proximity of the first two dates, that is, 
7th, declaration of Indonesian Republic and 8th, Japanese surrender I do not 
see how any reasonable man can fail to draw the deduction that tho declaration of 
independence of tho Indonesian Republic w'as a last act by the Japanese intended 
to cause as much embarrassment os they could to tho Allies. The next signi¬ 
ficant date 18 the transfer from ono Alli^ command to another, and tho last one is 
the actual arrival of troops. That delay of nearly two months was duo to our lack 
of ships, due to tho fact that wo had to occupy these countries simultaneously, 
as I explained before and that delay was u^ by the Japanese to very go^ 
advantage They distributed weapons and modern equipment to every one they 
could persuade to accept them They set up bands of young men rather on the 
model of the Nazi Youth movements, but with this difference that these bands 
had no discipline as the Nazis had, and they supplied arms and oqupiment to these 
bands and that was the reason why wc found the situation quite different from what 
wo had expected Our troops had moved in with these two military obj'ects and 
no other object. Tho question of to whom we should hand over when those ob¬ 
jects were achieved had never been raised or considered. But when we got there, 
wo found these bands dominating the countryside, looting peaceful inhabitants, 
massacring prisoners of war and their own people also, and the situation was such 
that we could not get into the interior to rescue prisoners of war, nor could we 
reach oven many of tho Japanese troops There are largo numbers, some 30,000 
Japanese troops in East Java alone, whom we are not able to reach. It became 
clear at a very early stage that the Indonesian leaders were not m a position to 
control these bands At first Dr Soekarno and later Dr Sharir were quite unable 
to control them Now Dr Sharir is helping us to control them 

As a result of this altered situation, it became apparent that tho original mill 
tary problem with which we had gone into Java has split itself into two problems 
military and political. The political problem was nbt primarily ours, it was 
primarily that of the Dutch and Indonesians. All we could do was to act as an 
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intermediary to hdp either party to reach a settlement and all that we could do 
was to promote such conditions as would best help peaceful discussions to tako 
place. 

The military problem had become one of disarming tliese lawless bands of ter¬ 
rorists in order to make it possible to reach the prisoners of war and to reach the 
Japanese Now, Sir, I should like to emphasise that that military problem of 
disarming these bands ivould liave had to be done by some one, if it had not been 
done by ourselves. As I said before, Dr Shaiir is most anxious tliat we should e.iriy 
it out and in fact his Indonesian peace piesorvation corps or what is locally 
known as TKR is helping us to do this at present I should also like to emphasise 
that from the bcgiimmg Admit al Moiiutbatteii’s orders to the troops were abso¬ 
lutely definite on tw'o points, first that there should be no leprisals whatever foi the 
excesses that were committecl by tei rousts,—and some of.tliem are of the most shock¬ 
ing descri])tion,—that there should be no reprisals, and secondly th.it only thi^ mini¬ 
mum foice iiecessaiy was to be used when foice became iiecessarj’’ As an example 
of that, bombs have nevei been dropped and air action has novel been taken with¬ 
out giving w’aining to the iiihalntaiits and the mhabittints have alw.iys been 
given an oppoitunity to get away 

The niilitai'} task that ivas set, of eaiiying out these two objects, has not vet 
been compleh'd, because as 1 s,ud tlu*ie are still laige nniiibers of Japanese in the 
interior of thi^ eoiiiiti} and there arc still laige numbers, unknown numbers, of 
prisoners of wai in tlio inteiioi whom wo have not yet been able to leach The 
position is one wliioh I do not think any of us like, and when I sav any, I mean 
neither the Government of India nor His Majesty’s Government noi the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States The recent deoUration of policy by tlie United States 
might w’ell ha^o come from His Majesty’s Government oi from this Govoinincnt 
(Interruption ) 1 am not giving w'ay We do not like the position, but we aio there 
as a result of the fact that India has emerged victorious fiom a gieat w'ar, as a 
great power and it is because of hei grwtness that she finds herself in this position. 
We do not, as I say, like this position We all w'ant to got oui troops away .is quickly 
as we can There is no difference m policy in tins matfei As soon as the 
militaiy’ objects are completc*d, the tioops will bo withdiawn 

Sir, I have tried to explain the sequence of event's and the me.ins by which w'o 
found ourselves in Indonesia It was not a sudden decision to send out troops out of 
the countiy It was the natural consequence of vietoiy, a militaiy task wiiieii I 
venture to suggest it would have been haimful to have refused 1 hope, there¬ 
fore, that in spite of the fact that we do not like the position, tlu* iiouso will .ill agiee 
that there has never been any stage at wdiich the Goveiiiinent of India could honour¬ 
ably have said “ w'c wish to w'lthdraw and leave other people to do this task w'liich 
18 necessary in the interests of world security ” 

Diwan Chaman Lall : 8ir, 1 come batk to this House after an absence of 15 
years to find my very great regret that the complexion of this House, particularly 
as far as the Treasury Benches are concerned, remains exactly the same as it was 
in the past My Honourable friend Mr, Mason, I believe he is the War Secretary, 
has given iis an explanation of which the Government of Iiuba and every man res¬ 
ponsible ought to be thoroughly ashamed What does my Honourable friend 
plead * He says that they went mto Indonesia for the purposo of rescuing pri¬ 
soners of war and of disarming the Jajis May I ask my Honourable friend whether 
it is not a fact that the moment they went into Indonesia the first thing they did 
was to utilise the Japanese troops in order to suppress the Indonesians them¬ 
selves ^ My Honourable friend sh^es his head He has given us some facts of 
which ho does not apparentlv know the details Let me give him some of these details 

g p which will convince him that what I am saying is absolutely correct. Is 

it not a fact that m the month of September when the Allies landed 
in Indonesia the first thing that happened when they landed was that they imme¬ 
diately demanded the re.storation of law and order through the Japanese military 
force ? Is that a fact ^ Will my Honourable friend deny that < 

Mr. P. Mkson : I shook my head not to deny that we used Japanese troops 
but to deny that they were used to suppress the Indonesians. 
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Diwan Chaman Lall: Were they used for a picnic ? It means they were 
used not for the purpose for which they were used but they were used merely be¬ 
cause they happened to be there and were merely cooling their heels and you did 
not know what they ought to be doing What an absurd argument. It is not 
only an absurd argument but from the factual point of vie w it is a false argument. 
Is it a fact—^I ask my Honourable friend again—^that these troops were utilised for 
tlic purpose of mopping up the Indonesian nationalists ^ Is it a tact that the Japa¬ 
nese were actually armed, instead of being disarmed, with this \ery object lo view 
and that they went into action and swooped down upon the Indonesians i My 
Honourable friend has not seen all the facts, he h.is not read even the literalure 
on the subject, ho has not seen any of the reports connected ivith thi'> But lie 
can take it from me that cveiy Indonesian in this country and outside knows jier- 
fcctly well that the moment British troops wont in ami I am sorr\ to sa\ that 
Indian troops weic also jiart and paieel of that contingent—the firsu thing they 
did was to ask that the Japanese military authorities iii charge should he utilised 
for the purjiOHO ot sujipressing the liidoneo'in r>ationalist rnoM-nient And this 
ha|ipened immediately they landed I here what aetn.illy happened was this 

The Japanese battalion in Batavia n-s an^siilt of this was reinforceil and,—I am quot¬ 
ing the actual words ol the order, —“ asked to deal with poss.ble disorders Indo¬ 
nesian nationalists” Dots my Honouiable tr’( nd know this < This order was 
p.isseil The Japune-ie tnxips wen loinlorcod aiul they wue asked—accoiding to 
the exact terms of the Older--to deal wit* possibli* disiaders by Indonesian 
nationalists Now nij Honourable friend Knows perfectly w. 11 that when the 
General in charge— 1 believe his name is 8ir Philip Ohristison—niy Honourable 
friend will correct me if I am wiong . ... 

An Hononiable Member * Was he Philip drunk or Philip sober ^ 

Diwan Chaman Lall He probably was sober but there arc otlier Philqis 
who are not, some of them are drunk witli power Tins Sir Philip Christison said 
that the object of going to Batavia was (t) to rescue the prisoners and (ii) to dis¬ 
arm the Japanese troops Immediately he issues this statement he staits utilising 
the Japanese troojis m order to wage war against the Indonesians At the same 
time he said, ” We have no interest in the internal politics ot this countiy ” Be¬ 
fore that the Dutch Colonial Minister Professor Logemann had made ^ very impor¬ 
tant declaration He had said, We jiledge our word not to uphold ♦^hc capitalist 
and imperialist empire , The word of Holland that a free Indonesia will 

be built must be believed ” This is what the Colonial Minister had said But the 
moment a third man comes m and makes this declaration that he is not going to 
interfere in the internal ixilitics of the country he is superseded hv Admiral Lord 
Mountbatten who made a declaration belying all that had been said, because it was 
he under whose orders Japanese troops were being utilised agamst the Indonesians 
About the landing of these troops he said that they would remain there until such 
time—not when the capitalist and imperialist regime disappears—but until such 
time ns the lawful Government of the Netherlands East Indies (an imperialist and 
capitalist government, by the way) is once again functioning. 

The whole object and policy behind it was not to disarm the Japanese w'ho 
were being utilised and given arms in order to fight the Indonesians, but the w'hole 
object was to re-establish the Dutch Government m these colonics, to re-estabhsh 
the power of the Dutch capitalist and imperialist nation My Honourable friend 
belongs to another impel lalist and capitalist nation , he knows all about how to 
suppress nationalist movements, as they have been suppressed in my own 
country, he knows how to sympathise with others, equally situated, w'ho aie want¬ 
ing to suppress the nationalist movement in Batavia The whole object has been 
to try and bring about a state of affairs, even with the assistance of the hated Japa¬ 
nese against whom you fought the war to utilise oven these Japanese for the pur¬ 
pose of suppressing the nationalist movement in Indonesia I do not think there 
could be anything more shameful and disgraceful in the history of this country 
and in the actions of this Government than to permit Indian troops to be utilised 
for this purpose. It is a shameful thmg. I as a Funjabce shudder when I mention 
the fact that it was a Funjabee regiment that was utilised by my Honourable friend 
over there for the purpose of suppressing the Indonesians and who were actually 
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let loose upon the Indonesian nationalists \irho were wounded and murdered and 
forty of whom were arrested. I am afraid my Honourable friend’s information is 
very incorrect and incomplete It is only another instance of the utter inefficiency 
of my Honourable friends sittmg there on those Benches. Their left hand does 
-not know what their right hand does. 

Now, Sir, I may at this stage—since my Honourable friend does not know what 
Indonesia stands for—remind him of one thing I know perfectly well why their 
sympathies he with Queen Wilhelmma of the Netherlands, and the Government she 
stands for When Lord Mountbatten says he wants to re-establish the old Govern¬ 
ment, what does he mean ^ The old Government in Indonesia means the same state 
of affairs as we have in India We have got two Indias here,Indian India and the Prin¬ 
ces’ India. Tliere also they have some In^ncsian rulers and the territory which belongs 
to the Dutch There they have a Governor General as'we have, unfortunately, a 
Governor General in this country. The Governor General there has four or five 
hand-picked advisers like the Jee-Hitzoors who sit on and adorn those Benches The 
sj stem is exactly like what prevails m this country and that is what Lord Mount- 
batten with the assistance of the Indian troops and the Japanese troops is wanting 
to re-establish in Indonesia And he does not stop even at the utilisation of the Air 
force for murdering and butchering innocent m omen and children My Honourable 
friend says that due warning is given What sort of warning does he give * The 
buzzing of the aeroplane that passes over a village and destroys it or the warning that 
they gave to Hiroshima and Nagasaki ^ Is that the warning that my Honourable 
friends are giving * I think it ih a most disgraceful chapter that Indian troops 
should be utilised for this purpose and that my Honourable friend over there should 
stand up to justify action of this nature I^et me remind my Honourable friend of 
some thing which happened not verj long ago , I think even his memorv is sharp 
enough to remember this recent instance I^es he rememlx*r such a thing as the 
Atlantic Charter * I notice that ho is quite silent, he does not shake his head now. 
Does he remember the Teheran Conference ? Does he reinemln'r what haptuMied at 
the Teheran Conference * Let me remmd him At that conference it was said, a 
declaration was made by Mr Winston Churchill, l?y the three jiowers, to the effect 
that they were now determined to end tyranny, slavery and oppression and wherever 
they found these things they were prepared to end them. Is my Honourable friend 
helping to end tyranny and oppression by being a party and makmg India a party 
to that tyranny and the oppression of a brotherly nation, a nation which originally 
was inhabited by the citizens of this country and later on came to be conquered by 
the oo-religionists of my Honourable friend the Quaid-c-Azam, a nation which has 
ties both of religion and culture with us 1 Are we going to allow our troops without 
the permission of the people, knowmg the feeling of the country against such action, 
to be utilised as butchers and murderers and for suppressing the liberties of other 
people 2 I think it is a most disgraceful state of affairs. My friend should have 
come here in sackcloth and ashes, m a repentant mood, and said, “ It was not my job; 
I am sorry to say it was donr by Lord Louis Mountbatten who happened to be the 
Commander at that time and he utilised these troops without the permission of the 
•Government of India ” But there was a time when the Government of India should 
have protested against such action ; they could have joined us m saying that India 
will not be a butcher of little nations round about, that India stands for the freedom 
of all nations But my Honourable friends, as I said, have not changed The years 
go by and they remain exactly where they are They do not change their complexion, 
they do not change their habits, because it is a deep-rooted evil They have learnt 
to suppress the people of India They know how to utilize their machinery for the 
purpose of oppressing the people of India and keeping them in slavery They are 
helping others to do exactly the same thing, because they think the possibility is 
that if Indonesia is free—the same thing is happening in Indo-China—^the result would 
be that all these nations would rise up as one and get rid of the domination of the 
Western Pouers, the capitalist powers of the West, and put an end to imperialism 
in the East and in the Far East 

Most remarkable of all the arguments that my Honourable friend has raised on 
the floor of the House reminds me of an article on the 10th of January which was 
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published ii| one of the local newspapers, the paper which usually reflects the opinions 
of my Honourable friends sitting on the Treasury Benches—^the Statesman — and 
the argument that the Statesman raised about this matter was this: 

The reason why freedom was guaranteed by Japan to Indonesia was that In¬ 
donesia might then become a bulwark for Japan when Japan later on in the years 
to come rises up and becomes a great power again, and Indonesia may bo able to 
give commercially fair terms to Japan when Jaiian rises up again. I am afraid such 
arguments are not arguments which are advanced by responsible editors 
or responsible men although they appeared in editorials but these 
are mere arguments for the purpose of throwing dust in the eyes of the public in order 
that the real issue should be forgotten 

And what is the real issue * The real issue is this that we are determined now 
to see that Indian troops are never again utilized for the purpose of robbing others 
of their liberty, and we are determined to see that the Government of India gives us a 
guarantee that the last Indian soldier remainmg on Indonesian soil or in Indo-Chma. 
18 brought back to his own country and is not made the policeman or the hangman of 
other people's freedom I submit that my Honourable friends should apply their 
minds to that particular issue and give us a guarantee that m future this sort of 
thing will not happen for a single day or for a single moment, aid our Indian troops 
will not be utilized for this purpose My Honoui able friend sitting on my right in 
one of his speeches in Bombay said that one of the most dnngerous things that you 
have to face if you are going on in this f.vshion, ill he u colour war 

Mr. Chainiiaii : Honourable Member’s time is up. Please wind up your year 
speech. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Is that what my Honourable friends arc leading us to ? 

Do you want a colour war, or do jou want to do the right thing by all thC'O 
countries and withdraw your troops * You have no business to be there 
Dr Soekamo is not a pro-Jap who does not want tlio liberty of his nation He was 
the man who was imprisoned for four years by the Dutch Government, he was the 
man who was kept in internment since 1936 He is the man wlio is fighting for the 
liberty of his country and you arc the people who are trying to deny that liberty 
I submit the time has come when you should give a guarantee to this House that at 
tlie earliest possible moment every soldier w'lll be withdrawn from these territories 
and Indian troops will never again be utilized for the scandalous and nefarious 
purpose for which they have been sent to other lands. 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddifli (Calcutta and Suburbs * Muhammadan Urban)' 
Mr Chairman, a maiden speech deserves the indulgence of the House and if I commit 
any faults I hope I shall be forgiven. 

Sir, I have heard many speeches in my time but none so unconvincing as that 
of the spokesman on behalf of the Government It is surprising he did not read 
the adjournment motion that was put before the House He tried to put up a 
camouflage before us and forgot Indo-Chma altogether Supposing I were to admit 
that all his arguments were correct in relation to Indonesia, he had perhaps no defence 
to put up in regard to Indo-Chma. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the behaviour of the Government of India, which I consider 
18 a subordinate Government of the British Government m Great Bntian, is dis¬ 
graceful to the last degree To use the Indian soldiers for the purposes which my 
Honourable friend from Lahore has described is to use them as mercenary marauders 
Not only as an Asiatic but even as Muslim, I would advise gentlemen who act as 
the men on the spot of the Government at Home, to realise that the ivar has left 
even some of the bigger States very iveak, and put them on the downward path If 
they have any sense, then Great Britain has to seek new alliances and friendships. 
Conung to terms with America on the one side and Russia on the other and to go 
about the world trying to cnish under their heels the liberties of smaller nations 
and especially of Muslim nations in the world, is something that might hurt the 
British Empire irretrievably 

Mr Chairman, Sir, why did'they use Indian solidciw in Indonesia * All the 
arguments used in justification of the behaviour, whether of the Indian Commander- 
in-Chief or of the folks m England, go to prove that the division of the world after 
the war, which we are told hM ended—although it is not going to end m India till 
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about the Ist of April—is still the mam object. We are still at war ; all the rules of 
the war are still m existence. Of course, in some places cannons are not bemg fired, 
but in some places in Indonesia and m Indo-China they arc using every weapon of 
war, and I shall not be surprised that if Dr Abdur Rahim Soekamo refuses to listen 
to them they might even bring about lus downfall by an atomic bomb, because the 
mentality left by the* war is ‘ damn the whole world ; we must secure {lossession of 
every source of w'ealtli, we must possess every means of making ourselves i ich ’ The 
manner ni which OiMier.il MacArthur is behaving in Tokyo is as disgraceful as Lord 
Louis Mountbatten’s behavoiir in Indo-Cniiin 

Many .irgumcnt'' have beni used. Mr Chairman, but one rather important has 
been left out In ease the Indonesians become frc*e, in case the Indo-French 
people in Annam and Cambodia become free, our friends hero and m England arc 
mortallv afraid that th<‘ conflagration will sjitead fiirtlwr It might go to Malaya, 
it misrht come to Burma, and who knows “ Ahimm jmrtno dhtirma ” may not be our 
polio\ when th.it time comes 

iSir, 3'ou will peiluips uiulerstaiwl me better when I s,iv .. ..^ . 

biiddhtht" It is at moments like tlu< tlifit wisdom runs awa\ Tlic'^e colonial 
people posses^-iiig poweis, as the\ aie ealleil, with then possessions, played false to 
the possessed The3 ran <awa\’ at the first sight of tlie sjiectro Sir, that is cow- 
aidiei' to the last woid The\ laii awav and left these unarmed people to the tender 
ineicies of the Japanese, whose eiindties and atiocities .iie being broadcast every 
da3’^ from everv broadcasting station m the British Empire and of the victoiious 
pow'crs Sir, it is not right It is not fan Theiefoie I ask whether tlie> have any 
sense of demociac3 left in them. Queen Wilhelmina is supposed to have made a 
public declaration while she happened to be in London That declaration is perhaps 
forgotten Whether she has forgotten it or the wiseacres in Whitehall have forced 
her to do it I <lo not know But it ma3' bo that the Indonesians toda3' may not 
succeed I am satisfied in my own mind that Queen Wilhelmina and her Van 
Mooks and otliei officials, if thev do not leave Java and Sumatra they will have to 
drown tlumselves m that portion of Indonesia It is not possible now to listen to 
arguments of that t3’pe that have been inflicted on this House by the spokesman of 
the Government We oan see through them Where is the use of using nii argument 
that does riot convince < As my friend from Inhere has explained, we remain un¬ 
convinced The utti'ianoes made 113' I^oid Louis IMountbatten or General Christenson 
or any of the other Generals or officers whether m Indonesia or Indo-Freneh China, 
vtz , “ Wo have nothing to do with the local politics of the countiy ” “ We have 

come to save our own nationals and our white fiiends ” and all talks of saving 
Indians and Indonesian pri^-onurs arc to my mind all moonshine 

Mr Ch<iirman, Sir, we understand these arguments They have been placed 
before us for donkeys’ ears Whenever there is a case there are two sides to it and 
the Government always runs away with its felse arguments and tells us, ‘ Listen to 
it or we shall bludgeon you into it’. That situation lias now come. Sir, could 
I appeal to Honourable Members sitting theie who have peihaps the ear of the great 
“ i^Iarshal ” Viceroy of tlus country that there is something like the honour of the 
soldier My brothers have been umhI hi a war which was not of my making They 
could have been used to better purpose Ooukl His Excellency the Governor 
General and could His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief save us the disgrace of 
acting as their henchmen, of acting as their agents 111 trying to crush the liberties of 
2)eople ? I do not mind if Queen WiUielmina and her Genemls come and crush the 
Indonesians That will be their own business But to go and crush them with 
Indian troops is something else There may bo some Australians or English troops 
there too, but I do not know But the division of the world by the three, whether 
at Teheran, or Moscow or Cairo or Quebec or Casablanca, was very clear to us. 
America w'as given China and Japan, Great Britain retamed India, and Russia perhaps 
the rest of the world They will not interfere with each other’s business Talking 
of Joint Allied Combined Chiefs of Staff—nothing of tho sort I It is a piece of big 
humbug The Englishman cannot enter Japan nor can ho enter tho conquered 
territories of Budapest. Therefore, Sir, this is the Englishman’s baby which he is 
asking the Indian to carry. He should be ashamed of himself and in our shame he 
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should not feel proud and he should not fell like a slave driver who can send a Gurkha 
or a Sikh or a hfuslim to these parts of the world. Sir, can we even at this late hour 
induce our friends to our left to behave in a maancr which will be in keeping, in 
dignity at least with the principles enunciated by these great conquering victorious 
nations ? I wonder what would have happened to victory had that atomic bomb 
not been there I 

Sir, it IS now too late in the day to work under a camouflage Let them come 
out openly and freely because what they are doing in Indonesia can be seen in a sort 
of reflex action in Iran ‘ I wont get out because Russia does not get out ’ and 
secretly Russia is being asked to remain where she is. So that ‘ I remain where I 
am ’ The same trouble ejm be soon in Egypt, m Palestine, in Syria, and in the 
whole of North Africa. I scratch the back of the Frenchmf'n and he scratches my 
back because I happen to bo part of the British Empire Therefore, it is a dirty 
game of the conquering powers to suppress libcMties not only in Asiatic countries 
but perhaps in the countries of Eurpoe In some plans thej' have commercial 
interests. In some places they have ]iolitical and eeononiie interests and in some 
countries they have purety racial interests The white man must rule supreme and 
the white man insists that his pre stige must he k(‘pt high and above tliat of other 
people. Sir, I do not think that poliev shall have an eternal character to it It 
may or may not succeed but so far as this llous** and the rein esentatives of India, 
Muslim or Hindu, are concerned, it shall be our duty to see that that policy is brpken 
to pieces. 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban) ‘ Though 
this is my first appearance in this House, I consider it my duty to raise my voice 
of protest, not only on behalf of the Cbngress Party m this House, but on behalf of 
the wider Indian public outside this House, against the atrocities that are being 
committed and are being perpetuated by the Government of India outside India 
borders. I call it atrocities deliberately—^a word which the Government of India 
seem to bo fond of when talking about others. Of course, they have not the eyes 
to SCO the atrocities they commit They have not the cars to hear the portt‘sts that 
are being levelled against them and against their conduct from far aid near. The 
British Government, whose agent the Government of India is today, talked and 
talked again and again of their moral obligation towards the Dutch—moral obli¬ 
gation of one Western exploiter towards another in order to perpetuate colonial 
domination over the subject countries of the East • I was startled to hear the 
Honourable Member who spoke on behalf of the Government of India earlier this 
afternoon talking of terrorism The representative of a Government and an ad¬ 
ministration which IS based on terrorism talks of terrorism of others * Let us not 
be deceived by the smooth promises which the so-called democracies held out to us 
from the year 1939 onwards We were told both during the first World War and 
also m the course of the second World War which has just ended that, if Indians 
fought m the fields of France or in the deserts of Mesopotamia or m the rocky height 
of Sicily, they would bo achievmg freedom for India. Those words will not deceive 
us any longer. We know what the British Government has been fighting for since 
the year 1939. We know what the Dutch Government has boon fighting for ever 
smee the year 1939. And we know what the Government of India has been fighting 
for with the use of Indian troops ever since the second World War ended last year. 
They have been fighting not only for perpetuating their own domination over India 
but also to perpetuate the domination of French imperialists, Dutch imperialists 
and American imperialists— the whole gang and brood of imperialists occupying 
portions of these eastern countries. May I ask the Government, what is the moral 
obligation the Government of India have m this matter ^ If thp Government of 
India feel that they have any moral obligation, their moral obligation is to the people 
of India ; and the people of India have declared with one voice their sympathy with 
and for the people of these countries m the East. 

Then, Sir, a further thmg has been said by my Honourable friend, Diwan Chaman 
Lall. He said that what is now bemg enacted forms one of the most disgraceful 
chapters m Indian history. I entirely agree. Of course, that is not our history. 
The real Indian histoiy is different, because it records that India has never willingly 
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dipped her hands in her neijihbour’s blood. Indift to day does not want to dip her 
hands in her neighbour’s bloods It is the inijierialists repn*sented by the British 
Imperialistic Governnicnt in England and their agents in India including the Govern¬ 
ment of India, who have compelled India to dip her hands in her neighbour's blood ; 
and v/e m tins House, whether on this side of the House or those to my left, both the 
party which I represent and the party which my Honourable friend, Mr. Mahomed 
All Jinnah, represents, we demand that every single Indian soldier and every 
single Indian seaman be withdrawn from Indonesia and Indo -China If the Govern¬ 
ment of India feel—I know', Sir, they arc not feeling it today but they are bound to 
feel it tomorrow, thej' will bo compelled to feel it tomorrow — if the Government of 
India feel that they have to represent the people of thiB"country, I warn them, as to 
what their real moral obligation is, and to whom it is and ask them to discharge 
their moral obligation by withdrawing the last Indian soldier and the last Indian 
seaman from Indonesia and Indo-China 

Sir, I do not want to detain the House longer today, but, before I resume my 
seat, I desire to warn the Government of India, who are today in alliance with British 
Imperialists, French Imperialists, Dutch Imperialists and American Imperialists— 

I desire to warn the Government of India that they stand before the bar of history 
that all their present pomp, their present glitter and the circumstance of their present 
proud position, all those will avail them not; tliat their words will be critically 
examined and their acts as critically judged; and that, if they refuse to listen to the 
voice of this House, history will record against them its most awful censure. I 
desire to warn them that the East is coming to its own, that the East will come to 
its owai. Let them read the signs of the times and behave accordingly. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban) Mr Chairman 
the real issue that appears to be before the House is this * What has the Government 
of India done with regard to the situation that has developed in Indonesia both 
from the point of view of military and political objectives. Sir, I expected even 
from the military department, the War Department, if you like, of the Government 
of India, which is represented by the Honourable Member who spoke, to give us some 
intelligent account of what the Government of India has done I understood that 
the object and the obligation of the various nations was that thej^ must go—^they 
have won the war, Japan has collapsed— they must go to the rescue of the prisoners 
of the various countries that were there That is that And their next business 
was to disarm the Japanese and see that they weic promptly removed from Indonesia. 
Now if that was the object, namely, to rescue war prisoners and to see the Japanese 
off from Indonesia, I should have thought that either the Dutch forces or the Govern¬ 
ment, whichever was responsible there, would have easily managed that, because 
even according to the Honourable Member’s own statement, the Indonesians were 
independent There was constituted government, there was a Republic, a Ministry. 

I should have thought that any member of the United Nations, to start with the 
Dutch, would have at once said “ We are very glad that you have got your fre^om 
and liberty. We are very glad that the Japanese have given you this freedom and 
independence. We bless you and we bless your republic and we wont now only one 
thing and that is, secure the war prisoners and see that the Japanese ore liquidated 
as quickly as possible and taken back wherever they should be Was that ever 
suggested by the Dutch authorities 1 Was that ever suggested by the British when 
they went there and was it refused ? I am really shocked when I Wr the Honour* 
able Member saymg that India must play a very great part, as she has played in the 
world war—fought as well and better than anybody else— and therefore it is be* 
fittmg our dignity and our honour that our troops should be sent there to do what— 
to destroy the independence, the freedom and liberty of the republic that was 
estabhsh^ there. You justify it with a great amount of falsc^iood which you have 
spread. Why not admit it if you can 1 And if you cannot, why do you not keep 
quiet ? Why do you not keep quiet instead of commg here wi^ a speech of this 
character, which is full of falrohoods, from top to bottom 1 There is not one 
word in that statement of facts, which is true— not one word. Why do you not 
admit that the policy is not yours, because what con you do ? You can have no 
poliqy. Why do you not keep quiet or frankly admit it ! We know and the world 
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knows, except the Honourable Mcmliers and the criminals who arc persecuting awH' 
prosecuting this disgraceful policy in Indonesia. The policy is clear. The Dutch 
want to re-establish the imperialistic Dutch domination, to bleed the Indonesians 
for another unlimited period, having done so already for 1.50 to 2(X) years and the 
British policy, which is quite obvious, is to share in partnership to bleed and exploit 
the Indonesians by n>-establishing the Dutch Imperial domination there That is 
the view that I think any intelligent man must take, m spite of the camouflage, 
in spite of the confusing reports, in spite of the manouevres and machinations, in 
spite of the statements of Birtish statesmen Even Members of Parliament are 
rebelling against this dishonesty and camouflage that is being prat'tised there to 
hide the real issue But you go on as usual If my words can go to the Bintish 
nation, I say that every jplnglishman who has got any sphered of honour ought to 
shudder at being a party to the operations that are being carried on there brutally. 
They say “ We have done nothing ”. I suppose the reports coming from there 
are censored, but even the reports that are eommg are revealing. You say “ No 
reprisals ” You keep saying “ No reprisals ” You make declarations saying 
“ No reprisals But what are your actions * Your hands ar- covered with blood 
and brutality. I do not know whether it is possible for the British nation to put 
pressure upon Parliament I do not know whether the collective conscience of 
Parliament would rebel, as it ought to, in the ranu* of justice, in the name of freedom 
in the name of humanity and in the name of the solemn declarations that the nations 
have made from time to time that they stand for democracy But whatever that ’ 
may bo, so far as the Government of India is concerned, I am sorry to say that the! 
representative ^f the War Department has thrown no light as to what they haveff 
done. Honourable Members here sitting. Members of the Executive Council perhaps 
will enlighten us, apart from the mihtary operations, on the political aspect of the 
issue What has this great Executive Council of the Governor General done* 
Have they any opinions * Did they collectively put their heads together ? Have 
^hoy expressed their opinion anywhere, to anybody, oellectively or mdividually* 

An Honoaiable Member : They never do. 

Mr. M A. Jinnah : Has the Viceroy and Governor General discussed thia 
matter with you or not * If so, what was the result of it and what conclusion 
did you come to and what views have you expressed to His Majesty’s Government ? 

I know you have no power But are we not entitled to know that you, as the Govern¬ 
ment of India, the Executve Council of the Governor Geneial, owe a duty to this 
countiy, and you are under a moral obligation and it is your business to see that 
the feelings and sentiments and opinions of the people of this country are at least 
represent^ to His Majesty’s Government truly and faithfully * What have you 
done * Sir, I read in the newspaper a few weeks ago that His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor General has made representations to His Majesty’s Government that 
Indian troops should not be utilised in Indonesia. Is that true * It has not been 
contradicted yet. Is it true * Why do you not say ‘ yes , we have made repre¬ 
sentations and we shall persist that it is the feeling of the people of India that Indian 
troops should not be employed there ’* Unless that is mode clear on the floor of 
this House, that you have made representations, or if not, that you will make repre¬ 
sentations at once unless you give me an undertaking on the floor of this House that 
you will do it—and you know that there is universal feeling throughout India 
that it is a disgrace and a slur upon the honour of our soldiers who are called upon to 
flght for what, agamst those who have been struggling for their freedom and mde- 
pendence—^therefore, unlses you give me an undertaking that you will make the 
strongest representations to His l^jesty’s Government and do your best to see that 
Indian troops are immediately withdrawn, I shall persist that this motion should 
be adopted as a censure upon the Government of India. 

Smne HononnUe Members : The question may now be put. 

The Hbnonrable Sir Edward Benthall : (Leader of the House): I am grateful 
to my Honourable friend, Mr. Phihp Mason, Phihp the Sober, for his clear and able 
maiden speech and of the other maiden speeches to which we have bstened, I can* 
onty say—" Some maidens I” 



80 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY f21ST JAN 1046 

[Sir Edward Benthall] 

Mr M^n has made perfectly clear that the objects for which British and 
Indian troops were sent to Indonesia and Indo-China were the evacuation of the 
Japanese troops and the rescue of the Allied prisoners and internees. These were 
the objects assigned by the Allied High Command—these and no more ITiis follow¬ 
ed as one of the inescapable consequences of the termination of hostilities so suddenly. 
To suggest that the Government of India should have objected at that juncture to 
the use of Indian troops for those purposes and that they should have resiled from 
their duties as one of the Allied Nations charged Avith rcstormg order in a shattered 
world at that moment is unreasonable Since the task was assigned to an Allied 
Force containing Indian troops, honour necessitated its fiiliilment and I venture to 
suggest that we should rightly have been ctmMii-ed if we Jiad not allowed our troops 
to go and apprehend the Japanese and to succour our own pri‘>onera of war The 
conscience of the Government of India in that matter is perfectly clear. 

An Honourable Member Is there any conscience t 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall H<wing entciiKl these countries 
at the instance of the Allied Nations, we find ourselves now 
unexpectediv m a position of great delicacy It is a position which is 
as distasteful to the Government of India as it is to His Majesty’s 
Government {An Honourable Member “Then why don’t you quit the place *’’) 
or to any other of the Governments of the Allied Nations So far as the Government 
of India IS concerned, Ate are anxious to sec the Indian troops withdrawn from these 
countries just as soon as our obligations there can be fulfilUsl or the troops can bo 
honourably Avithdrawn or replaced {An Honourable Member . “ After the domi¬ 

nation 18 complete *’’) The Government of India does not lag behind public opinion 
in this matter 

Diwan Cham an Lall : May 1 mterrupt ? 

Mr. Chaimian : Does the Honourable the Loader of tho Houso wish to givo nay? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall : No Sir. 

(Interruptions) 

An Honourable Member : Until tho dommation is complete, you cannot A\ith- 
draw * 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall : If there are further interruptions 
Sir, perhaps I may bo given a httlo more time. 1 Avas saying that tho Government 
•of India does not lag behind public opinion m this matter 

Diwan Chaman Lall : What happens to your honour then t 

Mr. Chairman : Tho Honourable Member has only fifteen minutes. 

An Honourable Member : He is talking of honour ' 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I put a question ? 

Mr. Chairman : It is no use The Honourable Member will not answer any 
'question (Interruptions) Tho Honourable Member does not give way You 
can only put questions if tho Honourable Memboi is prepared to give way. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall ; The adjournment motion before tho 
House refers to the violent operations of tho British So far as tho troojis there are 
concerned, the operations are in no way intended to be violent and the instructions 
to the troops are, generally speaking, not to fire unless they are fired upon and our 
object IS to maintain so far as possible peace non-violently. The troops there have 
shoAvn the most magnificent discipline and rcstramt and their actions in that respect 
have bixm superb. All rumours to the contiary are completely unfounded. They 
have shown an impartiality which, as I shall show you in a minute, has been thorough¬ 
ly appreciated by the Indonesians themselves and they have had occasion to suppress 
Dutch-employed Indonesians who have been guilty of attempting reprisals. 

A pomt has been marie that Japanese troops have been used to suppress In¬ 
donesians That I'i completely incorrect Tho Jajianese troops have been used in 
static jobs to protect the lives of internees who are being attacked by bands of terrorist 
,in Indonesia. My friend, Mr. Cliaman Lall, referred to monstrous tyranny. That 
* IS pfecisely what the Japanese were used for— to prevent the monstrous tyranny 
of terrorists endeavouring to kill the mtemces (Interruption). 
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Ae regards the political aspects of this question, I desire to face right up to the 
&cts. In the course of the war, before the present complications were ever thou gh t 
of by any one, the Allied Nations mode routine arrangements for the military ad¬ 
ministration of civil affairs in temtories recaptureil fiom the Germans and the Japa¬ 
nese. It was at that time naturally understood that in the ordinary course the 
administration would be handed back to the lawful government as soon as the mili¬ 
tary admmistration was no longer necessary In the meantmie a new situation 
has arisen and the natural aspirations of the Indonesian lusipleH have come to the 
surface. The position in Indonesia is m a state of flux and is st J1 in a state of great 
disorder. The task of the occupational forces is now impartially to maintain the 
degree of law and order necessary not only to fulfil the military objects but also, as 
It has turned out, to allow rccgotiations between the Indonesians and tlic Netherlands 
Government to take place, negotiations which the Indonesians themselves have 
recognised to be necessary ivith the Netherlands Government 

Sir Unhammad Tamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Uural) - Which 
IS tho lawful Government you recognise 1 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bentfaall : The lawful Govoniment was at that 
time the Dutch Government 

Sir Mohammad Yamin 10»»n : When you wont there ^ 

The Honoorable Sir Edward Benthall : I have very little time loft It was 
the Dutch Government and now a new Mtiiation has arisen Dr Sluinar himself, 
the leader of the Indonesian Nationalists, speaking at a Tress Conference on 26th 
December last emphasized th«it the .VUicd Forctss in Java wen* carrying out duties 
imposed upon them by tho United Nations and ho ealkd upon tho Indonosians to 
play their part in helping to fulfil these tasks. Since tlien moderate elements of 
tho Indonesian Nationalist Movement liavo lieen eo-operating cffieiently with the 
Allied Forces m rounding up the Japanese and in safoguanling the prisoners of wor 
and intorncos. Tho Mayor of Rattivia has written to General Chrcstison, tho loe^l 
Allied Commander, deploring tho violence and disorders vrhich won* going on m 
Batavia and offering the co-operation of his police force* and also theT K. R , that is 
tho Indonesian Preservation Corps, to put an end to tho disorders Political tran¬ 
quillity is necessary if the military objects of apprehending the Japanese, of whom 
4 fk are still 30,000 m Indone.sia, and of rescuing the balance of tho 

■*’ prisoners of war and intcmces are to be cffccteti In order to assist in 
reaching a political settlement the British Government has, as you must have noticed 
in the newspapers, sent a Special Ambassador, Sir Aicliibald Clark Kerr, who will 
use his special knowledge and experience to help the parties to arrive at a helpful 
solution. 

Hr. M. A. Jinnah : Has it ever boon made clear. . 

The Honoiiiahle Sir Edward Benthall; I am very sorry but I cannot give 
way. 

Hr. H. A. Jinnah : It is a most extraordinary thmg . 

Hr. nhaimift u : The HonourahJo Member does not wish to give in 

Hr. H. A. Jinnah ; It is tho most extraordinary thing and I protest against 
it that tiio Leader of the House should not allow me to put one single question dunng 
tho course of his speech. This is unheard of. 

The Honofiirable Sir Edward Benthall : I am porfoctly willing to hoar the quos- 
tiim if I am given extra tone. 

Nawabaada Iiiagnat All inian (Meerut Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
If he does not do tlmt, we shall not hear him 

Hr. flhn.imin.n ; With the consent of the House, I propose to give the Honourable 
''he Leader of the House five mmutes extra if he wiU answer one or two questions. 





82 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[21st Jam. 1046 

lEr. M. A. Jinnah : I only wanted to understand clearly whether it has ever 
been made clear to Dr. Soakamo or the Prime Mmister of the Republic that the 
Dutch Government and the British Government are willing to negotiate and come 
to a settlement with them on the basis of their independence and freedom being 

The Hbnoiualde Sir Edward Benihall : I am not fully informed on that point- 
I have no moro information than the Honourable Members have in the papers 

Ur. M. A. Jinnah : Then, do not use our Indian troops 

The Hononrable Sir Edward Benthall : From what I have said, from the quo - 
tations that I have made from Dr. Shahriar’s own statements, it is quite clear that 
the British and Indian troops are not there to suppress the Indonesian independence- 
They are not there for that purpose On the contrary, their impartial attitude is 
welcomed by the Indonesian leaders at the present moment. That is a perfectly 
correct statement To withdraw prematurely and to wash our hands of the res¬ 
ponsibility could do nothing to help and much to prejudice the chances of a peaceful 
settlement. I just ask Honourable Members to consider the consequences if we 
walked out of the country at this moment 

Sir, one of my Honourable friends opposite—I think Professor Ranga—observed 
tliat the United States of America and the world was against the policy which is 
being followed m Indonesia at the present time. I will quote you extracts from the 
recent communique of the United States Government on the subject: 

“The United States recognise that the prunary responsibility for arriving at agreement 
lies with (he Netherlands Authorities, as representatives of the territorial sovereign, and the 
Indonesian leaden Such a settlement can be attained only through a realistic, 

broad minded and co.oiierativo approach on the part of all concerned and a will to leconoilo 
differences by peaceful means Extremist or irresponsible action ^or failure to present and 
• ffiMidtw specific proposals can load only to a disastrous situation.” 

That exprosBion of opinion by the United States Government is exactly in line 
with the views of the Government of India. It recognises the moral obligations to 
both sides. I appeal to this House to consider this question with the moderation 
and balance demanded of India’s high place m International affairs The use of 
Indian troops in Indonesia is distasteful to the country and distasteful to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, but it does at least give us a right to mtervene on the side of moderation. 
Nevertheless, 1 assure the House and the world outside once again that the Govern¬ 
ment of India’s desire is to see the troops withdrawn at the earliest possible moment 
consistent with our obligations. In the case of Indo-China, in answer to one speaker 
opposite, the troops have, in fact, either been withdrawn or will bo withdrawn in 
the course of the next few days. In the circumstances. Sir, I suggest that the best 
course really is to await the result of the n^tiations which arc now going on between 
the Indonesians and the Dutch with no compulsion On either side because the suc¬ 
cessful outcome of these negotiations will be the quickest way of getting Indian 
troops out of Indonesia. 

SevtiniX ’HonouaYAa BUmhan i The quoatVon he now put. 

Hi. eShairmaa: 'The question is: 

“That the question be now put” 

The motion was adopted. 

Hr. Chainnan : 'The Honourable Mover has the r^t to repfy. Does ho 
wish to exercise that right 1 

Pt6L N. 0. Banga: ^To. 

Hr. Ch a in naa : 1 therefore put the question; the question is: 

“ Tliat the Aasembly do now adjourn.” 

The motion was adopted. 

• . The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the dock on Tuesday, the 

Jaanaxy, 1946. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Tueaday, 22nd January, 1946 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr Chairman (Sir Cowasjee Jehangir) in the Chair. 

MEMBKB SWOKN. 

Mr. Gaun Shankar Saran Singh, M.LA. (Gaya cum Monghr. Non- 
Muhammadan) 

MOTIONS FOB ADJOUBNMENT 
Trials of Indian National Army Officers 
Hr. Ohalimaa: As I said yesterday, we have received a large number of 
adjournment motions The next one is from Prof Bonga which runs as 
follows 

"That the businesa of the House he niljourned to (hscuiu a Bpet^iPic and urgent mattei of 
recent public importance, namely, the institution of the trial of suiue of the Indian National 
Army officers after the cmeigcncy of war is over and befoit ascertaining the opinion of the 
House " 

I find that in the second liallot a Besohition has been drawn, No 1, by 
Pandit Govind Maluviya, which is substantially the same as this adjournment 
motion I should like to know from the Honourable the Leader of the House 
whether he has any proposal to make 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) I may point 
out that the Honourable Mover of this adjournment motion does not appear 
fo be present in tlie House 

Mr, Chairman: Somebody from his party uill answer for him 
Mr. M. Asal Ali (Delhi General) This is a motion of the Party and any 
one of us can answer for it. 

Mr. Chairman: ^Vlll the Honourable the Leader of the House state the 
position of the Covemment^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The Government would have no 
objection at .ill io tins adjournment motion bemg moved today on the under¬ 
standing that the iJesolution is not moved subsequently But if that under¬ 
taking 18 not given, the Chair would be perfectly correct m ruling this out 
of order 

Mr. Chairman: The Besolution has been tabled bv Pandit Govmd Mulavija. 
Is the Ifonoui.ible Member present here to give that undertaking? 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Before an answer is sought, T siiould just like to shy one 
woid As a nifitter of fact, it is a \cry delicate and difficult quosiiou Pei- 
soiially T ani not, \er\ anxious that this should bo dealt with in an adjoum- 
nient motion You eannot go into the subjcel tiiovoughly T do not think 
the OovemTuent vvd\ he aVAo to place their case before us in as effective a 
manner ns tbcv siiould and so far as w'e are concerned, we have got to s.iy 
a great deal abor^ it. I should certainly prefer, I speak subject to what my 
Leader might so T should prefer a day set apart for a fuller discussion 
Mr. Ohairmai': Don’t speak subject to anything 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: I shouM certainly like to have a day set apart for a full 
dress debate on the subject The difficulty is this This adjournment motion 
deals only with one aspect of the question, whereas the Besohition is more 
comprehensive But it may or may not be reached 

Mr. Obamaaa: You have simply got to say whether you want the adjourn¬ 
ment motion or the Besoluticm. 

Hr. M. All: I want a whole day set apart for the Besolution. But I 
do not want that my non-offielal day should be out into. 

( 88 ) 
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Mr. Ohairman: The position is this The Honourable the Leader of the 
House has given two alternatives to yon, the option of either moving the 
adjournment inutiou or the Itesoliitioii As ii matter of fact this adjournment 
motion is out of order because a Itesohitioii on the same subject is on the 
agenda I iim trying to meet your convenience Please answer which would 
you like, the Ileso’ution or the adjournment motion 

Mr. M. Asaf All: We wrould prefer the Itesolution Hut the difficulty is 
that the liesolution may not be reached, it is low down on the list 
Mr. Ohairmaii: The Itesohition is the first in the list for 4th February 
Shri Mohan Lai Sakaena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhaniinudan liural). It 
is quite possible that the Hesolution moved on Slat January might bo continued 
on 4th February and in that case this llesolution about 1 N A , might not be 
reached on that day. 

Mr. Ohairman: You have got to take your chance of moving it on 4th 
February. Tt is the first in the list and it is quite likely it will be moved. 
Take your choice 1 am prepared to meet the wishes of the House 

Sardar Mangal Singh (East Punjab Sikh) Tins Hesolntion might not be 
reached at all , 

Mr. Ohairman: It is the first on the list and it will be discussed on %th 
February. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: The Hesolution which will be moved on 31st January 
might be taken over to the 4th February and this Hesolution might not be 
reached at all 

.\Cr. Ohtirman: There is very little chance of that Kindly consult anc 
let me know. 

Mr. M. Aaaf Aii: I think it will be fair cither to have a whole day set 
apart for this Ttesolution and it must be debated—we must know that it is 
going to be taken up or we move the adjournment motion and take our chance 
on the 4th February 

Mr. Ohalimaa: If I admit the adjournment motion it must be clearly on 
the understanding that this Hesolution wnll not be moved 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: (West Punjab Non-Miihamiinidan) Sir, on a point of 
order, the adjournment motion is perfectly in order todaj and so is the Reso¬ 
lution The rules say that it will not be in order if there is a Resolution 
previonslv appointed The words are "previously appointed" And if notice- 
of the adjournment motion was given previous to the Resolution the question 
of "previously appointed" does not arise The question of its being barred out 
would arise on the point of whether the one was prior or the other was prior. 
Priority of time is essential in regard to this If this was given earlier it iff 
in order and it does not bar our discuRsion of the ud)oumment motion, even 
though later on a Resolution hag been tabled and lias been ballotted for utuI a 
day has been appointed I therefore submit that we would be within our 
rights from the purely constitutional point of view in moving our ndiournracnt 
motion today as well as the Resolution later on whieh has alroadv been tabled! 
and ballotted for and for which a day has been appointed 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, 
Rule 12 (iv) is clear on this, namely,— 

"Tho motion mint not anticipate a matter which has been* previonslv appointed for- 
consideration, or with reference to which a notice of motion has been previously given ’’ 

Dr. Sir Zia Vddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions* Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, we should like to know whether it will be discussed in the 
form of an adjournment motion or in the form of a Resolution and w'hether 
it will bo on an official or a non-official day But we shoidd discuss only once. 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gkirakbpur Divisions* Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) The simple question seems to he whether Government are prepared to 
allot an official day for the discussion of this subject. 
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Mr. Oliairman: The position, so far as 1 am concerned, is this. There is- 
an adjournment motion and there is a Besolution, on substantially the same 
subject Therefore, according to the rules, if the subject is on the agenda and. 
IS to be discussed, no adjournment motion can be moved But the Honourable 
Leader of the House has given the Mover of the adjournment motion as well as 
of the Resolution the option of moving one or the other If you are not prepared 
to take a clioice between them I will have to give a ruling 

Seth Ooiviiid Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions. Non-Muhammadan): 
A third thing is also possible, namely, the Leader of the House can give one 
full day for discussion in respect of the Resolution and the adjournment 
motion I should like to know whether he is prepared to give us one day for 
this ^ 

An EcmoiiraUA Member: An official day or a non-official day? 

Seth Ctovlnd Das: Any day would do 

The HonourabLe Sir Edwi^ BenthaU: In view of the fact that it stands 
No 1 on the agenda for the 4th February, it is quite unnecessary to give a day. 

Mr. Ohalrman: I think we have discussed it sufficiently now If the Con* 
gress Party or the Leader of the Opposition desires to have it in the form of 
a Resolution it is quite possible to do so. If no undertaking is given that the 
Resolution will not be moved if the adjournment motion is admitted, I will 
understand what to do. 

Shii Sarat CRiandra Bon (Calcutta* Non-Muhammadan Urban)* Do I under¬ 
stand you to say that I have to exercise my option here and now? 

Mr. Ohairmaa: Yes, I have to give my ruling and I want to meet your 
convenience As Leader of the Opposition I want to have your views one way 
or the other 

Shri Sarat Ohandra Bon: After listening to the discussion I may tell you 
that I am m favour of moving an adjournment motion. 

Mr. Ohairman: Is there an undertakmg given that the Resolution will not 
be moved? 

Shri Sarat Ohandra Bon: That is a matter which, I submit with great 
respect, docs not arise now If by reason of moving the adjournment motion 
the Resolution drops, then, of course, you will give your decision accordingly. 

Mr. Chairman: No, that must be understanding, otherwise I must rule 
the adjournment motion out of order 

Shri Medum Lai Sakaena: Before you rule it out of order I wish to make one- 
submission If I send notice of an adjournment motion, another Member 
may send notice of a Resolution simply to defeat my purpose 

Mr. Ohairmui: He can, that is possible 

Shii Sarat Ohandra Bose: Is it your view that though the Resolution has- 
been tabled subsequently, it has the effect of defeating the adjournment 
motion? 

Mr. Ohalrman: That is so 

Shri Sarat Ohandra Bose: My decision is that we shall move the adjourn¬ 
ment motion 

Mr. Ohairmaa: Then do you give an undertaking to the effect required? 

laiirl Sarat Ohandra Bose: No I regret it is not possible for me to give any 
unilerfmking of the kind you ask for 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Sir, I rise to a point of order The point of order 
that I raised before seems to have been lost sight of m the subsequent discus¬ 
sion According to Rule 12(iv) on page 124 of the Manual 

Mr. Ohalrman: I have heard that point of order and I think we have dis¬ 
cussed it long enough I personally have gone out of my way to try and meet 
the convenience of Honourable Members Ordinarily I would have ruled it out 
of order straightaway, but after this discussion and no undertakmg being given 
1 must rule the adjournment motion out of order. 
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Police Fmixo on Students in (Calcutta and other Cities 

Mr. Oliairman: The next adjournment motion of \^hich notice has been 
received stands in the nnnie of Muliatajkuiiuir Dr Sir Vijayn Anunda, who 
wishes to discuss .i definite matter of urgent public importance, iinniely, the 
recent indisermiinate .iiid une.illed-for firing resorted to by the jioliee on inno¬ 
cent students m Calcutta in paiticular and in several cities ah over the country 
in general 

What has the TTonourahlc Member got to say about this’ I would like to 
hear hnn Inst 

Maiiarajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Anaada fUnited Provinces Tjsndholders) As 
we all know the bring lesorted to by the Police on innocent students is such a 
niattei that 1 would like this TTouso to discuss it on an jjdjonrnnieiit motion So 
iiianv lues were lost and Oovernment have not done anything to compensate the 
families It is a niattei of gioal vital importance and T would*very mueh like 
fills House to discuss it 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (Horae Member) I am aware of tbe im¬ 
portance of the matter so far as it relates to Calcutta, but what has happened 
in “other cities all over the country” I do not know T suhmit, Sir, thaf il is 
piirelv a malter of provincial eoneem The action was presiimablv taken under 
Chapter IX of the (’iiminnl Procedure Code which confers certain powers on 
Magistrates and Police for the dispersal of unl.uvfiil afescniblies Those Magis¬ 
trates and Police are entirely under the oiders of the Provincial Government 
and T submit that the Governor General in Conned has no concern in this matter 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May T ask mv ITonour.iblc fiiend whether the military 
were also called in uid whether an\ actum was taken hv fli(> tnililan’ If il is 
so, then it would he the responsihilify of the (iovemor Cn ni>ral in (’ouneil 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: No, Sir I refe»red to Chajiter IX of 
the Grimmal Procedure Code which eonfeis powers on the local authoiities to 
call in the nnlitai'y m aid of the civil power Tf the nnlitarv was called ni> it 
was by the local civil authority which is entirely under the ei>n<'’ril of the Piovin- 
eial Go\ eminent 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I submit that tbe nnMau aie not undei the 
control of the Piovincial Government They mav have 1>« en called in in aid of 
the civil (lower in the jirovince, hut they are controlled hv the Governor General 
in Council, and therefore the lesponsibihty of the Goveinoi General in Council 
arises 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: Might T add a rc'maik on that. Sir? If 
my Honourable friend stresses the part taken by the imlitaiy, may T say that 
there is no mention whatever in this adjournment motion of any military forces 
w’hatevcr 

Seth Oovind Das: Docs the Honourable Member deny the fact that military 
was called in’ There may not have been any mention of that m the adjourn¬ 
ment motion, but does he deny the fact that the military was called in’ 

Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vi]aya Ananda: The Honourable tbe Home Member 
said that it w'as a provincial matter T submit that this is an all-India matter 
because it involves not only one type of students, but all types of students— 
Hindus, Muslims and others—and in yiew of the fact that there is Section 93 
Government in Bengal, how' are the people to ventilate their grievances? How 
are they to say that the Government should stop this cruel way of firing on 
students? 

Seth Oovind Dai: My question is still unanswered 

Mr. Ohaizman: I think we have discussed it sufficiently 

Bard*? Mangal Sin^: I want to know whether the action waa iaken nnAar 
the Defence of India Bulea or under Section 144. How waa the proeeBaSon 
, (bapned? If action waa taken under tbe Defense of India Bulee, then the molfon 
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is quite in order Will the Honourable the Home Member inform the Houso 
about this? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: 1 have no information about this except 
what appeared in the ni-wspapers, and if I make an assertion or denial I might 
be wrong My objection is that it is entirely a matter for the local authorities 
Mr. Ohairman: Following the previous rulings on this point, I must rule it 
out of order. 


Shooting of I N A Prisovkiis 

Mr. Ohairman: The next adjournment mol ion is by Mr Sartya Naraynn 
Sinha, namely this AaSbmbly do now adjourn to discuss an urgent matter of 
public importance, namely the shooting of many I N A prisoners in the 
different detention eamps of Ihis country 

An Honourable Member: Mr Smli.i is not x»ici,ent m tho House 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan (kreerul Division Miihainmad.in Rniril) Tf tho 
llonourable Member is not piesent in thi Ifo ise, then 1 submit the motion 
cannot he taken up 

Mr. Chairman: The point is «hit ihr .cijOdinrnent motion is not going to be 
IfiUeii up iinmcdiaielv If it is in order, it will la taken up some tinii' l.itcr in 
consultation with the Leader of the House, and therefore if the 1 fonoiir.ible 
Menibei is not present it is not his f.uilt 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan: But how do you know that the llonourable 
Member wants to move it** 

(By this time Shn Sntva Narayau Sinha had come ) 

Mr. Chairman: 1 have jnst read out adjonrnnieut motion No 0 sttindiiig in 
your name It is i.ither vague Has the Honourable Member any thing to say 
about it ^ What me the facts*’ 

Shn Satya Narayan Sinha (Dathhanga dim Satan Xon-Miihai miadan) T 
want to move this .idjoiinnnmit motion^ HMieie has been shooting in C.deutl.i 
and other places 

Mr, Chairman: There ninsl he a iKdimte point M hat li.is (Toveinnieiit 
Ml mher to s.iy in this eonneetion*’ 

Mr. P. Mason irroveinnieut of India 'N’oininnted Official) T think Hint the 
facts aio reallv i at her dilToienf fiom those that one might siqipose fioni this 
vvoidiiig Theii‘ have been no ‘•hootings in many taiups .dl ovei tlu' (ouiitrv 
Tlieio have been two instances In one e.K« a nia’i was trvmg to iv-e.ipe fiom 

II camp through the h.nhed vviie He was ihifii-nged hv the seiiliv He did 
not answer, but eontinued to trv U> I'-eape l!«. was ch.illciigi \ i,.iiM l.i.l he 
continued to tiy to escape, .md .iftei the llnid i h.dlenge the seiiti> hod .iiul 
wounded him He is now in hosp.lnl .md .i'- • ion as he is out of hospital, a court 
of ('iiquiry will he lu Id and tin* ai.ilti’i v'dl hi liillv empiiied iiitn The oideis 
to tho sentry weri' however th.it he shoiilil act in that W'ay, and the --'nlrv acted 

III .lecoidanee with the iiidcs 1 suggest that that is not a gi.ive iii dter of 
public unpoitance, and it a'so in a wav suit ,mJu e because it is to he e.iouiu'l 
into by a Court of eiiquirv 

The second e.ise, vvliidi has hecni »*'|)oiled m the press, haiipened at Nilguiij 
That W'as a sorinus inculcMit in which a number of people vveic k'lled On that 
a court of enquiry h.is been held and as a ipsiilt of that court, two offieeis are to 
be eourt-martialled 1 suggest that that is not a subject for debate because 
anything that is said in this House would, T think, prejudice those officers in 
their defence 

Mr. Chairman: I take it that there were tw’o cases only both of which l^avo • 
been explained The second one is >fuh juilu e 
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Dlwan Ohaman Lall: May I say a word in this connection If a court of 
enquiry has been held and if a Court Martial has not proceeded on the basis of 
th" court of enquiry, the matter is not stub fUihce It would be absurd to say 
that the matter is 'tub jitthic, and it would be equally absunl to s.iy that it 
would prejudice the case of officers who arc to be court-innrtiallcd My Honour¬ 
able friend IS aware of Ihc jirecedent in this very TToiise when actually a case 
was proceeded with in a Court of T^aw, namely the Meenit Conspirai v Trial, and 
althouf'h the case had been handed over to the Court and arrests had been made, 
yet this House allowed an adjournment motion which wn«? discussed on the 
floor of the House 

Mr. Ohainnan (Sir Cowasjec Jehangir) On the facts plated liefoie ns, T am 
afraid I must lulc this out of ordei 

Demand of Security from Nation Heii\i.d of Lucknow 
Mr. Ohainnan: The nevt adjournment motion is from Mahnrai Kuinai Dr 
Sir Vijnva Ananda Ho Mihmits that “the action of the Ooveriinient of the 
United Provinees in demandin}; a seeiiritv from the Nalio'inl Urrn’il of Lucknow 
so soon after the lesumptioii of its nubhcation is h\ any showing aihitiaiv .ind 
high-handed and cuts at the root of the fieedom of the Press m the toniit'y’’ 

He thinks it is appropiiafc that the ffouse should take g uji and depiee.ite 
and censure in no uncertain terms (he ad ion of the local (bu eminent As the 
matter is one of urgent puhlie impoitanee lie anpe.ils to the Honsi’ to judge tho 
issue on its merits He believes tbat tins affects India’s (let iloin so closely 
tb.it Ibe House cannot afford to let it iin-s without a word of ccndeinnation 

7 lUii afraid the adjourntucul motion is not piopeilx woided Ibit it does not 
mattei 1 see this was done in Tjiickiiow Will the ITonoiiiable the Home 
^remher place the facts before the llou'-e*’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: I .nn afi.ud T cannot “place the fuels’’ 
r know no more about it than the Houmnahle \To\i i Vition bis inesiiniably 
lieen i.dfeii imdei the J’m'ss 7*3incigdie\ Poweis \et and the only initliorifv that 
has jiower under that Act .s the Pioviiu ..il ^IO^eTnnlent 
Mr. Ohairman: The sanu* point ns behiie** 

The Honourable Sir John Thomee TIk' saini' point as hefoie 

Mr. Ohairman: following prcMous lubngs, 1 must uile this out of ordei 

Use of Ivdivv Troops in Indonfsiv \\d iNno-Ciiiw 
Mr. Chairman: 7 lime received .1 iioiiei finm Sim Mobaii Lai Sak'-caia who 
wishc's ic move the adjnnrninent of the hiisnuss of (he fTmise on the fiisi day 
of the foitlicorning session of (he AsseiiiMv to eeinsidcT nn nigeiit niatte-r of 
jiiilil 1 nil], irlaiie e, 7'U , to e ensure flu Unxeiiniiimt of Indn foi peimdliu the 
use ol fneliim troops in Tiufonesia and Indo-tMim.i to siippuss the national gov¬ 
ernments there and to le-estnldish the niineiKihst hold of the Hiiire[ieari pow'crs. 
This has been elisemssed yes(erd.i\ and it is finished 

li’oaeED 17eAT,T7 VTIONS 1 MIER NATIONAL SAVINGS DrIVU 
Mt. Chairman: The m-vt motion is m the name of Bahu Rarn Naraynn Singh 
who wishes to adjourn the business of the Assembly for the pm pose of dis¬ 
cussing a definite matter of urgent jmhhe niipoilance, viz , the elelih 1 ite failure 
of the (iovcmmenfc of Tndia in not stopping the forced nsahzation, by official 
agency, of money from the general piihiie m tho name of National Savings drive 
even though, as a result of the constant rtnd conntrv-wide agitation against it, 
the very House gave a clear verdict against it during its last session 

From the very fact of the wording of the adjournment motion, it is out of 
order It was discussed in this Honourable House 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh (Choto Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan): 
My point is that this realization has been going on in spite of the decision of 
the House nt its last Session 
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Diwan Ohamaii Lall: It is a matter of urgent public importance 
Mr. Ohainnan: It is not. It has been discussed thoroughly m this House 
mwan Ohamaii Lall: May I make a request? These nmiterb involve not 
only inatteis of principle but of grave iu>portance to the House and wh»*n you 
die in u mood to rule a particular motion out of order, you may be pleased 
to lieui us 

Mr. Chairmaa: 1 am always prepared to hear you 

Diwaa Ohamaa Lall: lu regard to this matter, there arc certain things 
about wliieli we must satisfy you It must be of public iinportancc it must 
be a epcciho matter it must be of recent origin Those are the points on 
which we have to satisfy you and if we do so then obviously a motion, if the 
other things arc satisfactory, must be ruled in order and not out of oidei 
The motion before you ts a motion winch relates to a specific matter It is 
a motion which is of public importance and it is a motion whicli is of recent 
origin, namely, since the passing of the iirevions resolution on Ihe floor of this 
House, eeitain things have happened which wo were unable to bring to the 
imtue of this Jlouse until today Th.it is what gives it imporlance from the 

point of view of its recent origin 1 submit »vhcn we have satisfied you that 
it 18 a matter of public importance, of re« ent origin and a spec ific matter, I 
c.innot see how it can ho ruled out of oider nii-rcly bee-iuse a resolution relat¬ 
ing to something similar was debated on the door of file House We are not 
di’hating that resolution We are debating something which has happened, 
since it w’as passed 

Mr. Ohairman: I have understood you The position is perfectly clear This 
very resolution was discussed at great length in this Honourable House and 
the onl> contention is that the same soit of thing is happening ag.iin Well 
fli.u IS not a matter of urgent public importance T must rule it out of older 

SlONINO OF lillhTTON WOODS FlVVNCKL A(.RKl.MI'\r 
Mr. Ohairman: The next adjournment motion is from Sardar MaH'ral Singh 
who S.IVS that on the opening or anv subsequent day of the coming Session he 
wishes to mo\o that the business of tho House be adjourned for the puiiiose of 
discussiiii.' .1 detinite and urgent matter of public importance, viz tho sending 
of anthoris<ition by the (lovernmont of India to India’s Agent Ocnoral in 
IT S A to sign the Bretton Woods Financial Agreement, without any previous 
reference to this Assembly as promised bv the Government spokesman during 
the last Budget Session 

W\dl a day has been allotted to discuss the Bretton W’^oods \gicement and 
the Honourable tho Finance Member has already notified ifc 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merelmnts' Chamber and Bureau Indian Com 
iiioree) Theie aie two issues .nvohed One is that this (Joverniiient decided 
that India • liouln join Whether on the merits of the case it W'as w ise or proper 
is one content ion for wdiieh they may be censured and that is covered by the 
lesolution which you mention which Government .are bringing up But the 
other thing which has been made clear on an adjouininent motion, on which 
1 nave nnself given notice, is that even if this House ullimntel\ agrees that 
the action taken was .ill right so fur as it was desirable for India to be an 
original member of the Bretton Woods Fund and Bank, ev en then it w'as ivrong 
for this Government to disregard the undertaking to this House not to have 
called an earlier Session, not to have waited till after this House met and in 
the absence of the people and at the back of the representatives of tho people 
to have taken that action It was an affront to the privileges of this House 
that this irresponsible Government should go behind our back There are 
therefore two aspects and we are entitled to condemn them for one or the 
other or for both 

Mr. Ohairman: You can condemn Government under both aspects during 
the discussion but under Rule 4 paragraph 48 of the Manual, J cannot rule 
that anything that anticipates a matter previously fixed for consideration is in 
oi^er. I rule it out of order. 
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Bejection of Bailvaymen's Fbdbbatiom Demands rs Betbbnchmbnt 

Mr. Ohairman: The next adjournment motion is also in the name of Sardar 
Maugal Singh who wishes to disfuiss a matter of urgent public imp(»tance, 
VIZ , the rejection by the Bailway Board of the demands of the Bailwaymen’s 
Federation regardmg retrenchment of the Bailway personnel. 

1 would like the Honourable Member in charge of Baiiways to give me his 
opinion. 

The Konoorable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Baiiways and War Trans¬ 
port) 1 would like to know whether the Honourable Mover is going to move 
this It seems to me that it is not a matter of such urgent public importance 
as to require an adjournment of the House in view«of the fact that the whole 
subject will come up m the course of the Bailway Budget m the very near 
future 

Mr. Ohairman: Does the Honourable Member press for moving it? 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Yes, I do. 

E[r. Oha^man: He does press it But 1 would like to know more facts 
before I give rny decision h'rom the statement made by the Honourable the 
Bailway Member I cannot lule it is out of ouler I take it that retrenchment 
has taken place since then It is perfectly true that Ifpnourable Members 
will have an opportunity of discussing this matter at the Bailway Budget, but 
as a matter of fact the House will have an opportunity of discussing every¬ 
thing during the Session in one Budget or the other 

Sir Mohammad Tamln Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Bural) This 
matter will not be the only matter which will be debated for two days On 
the general discussion there will be so many things on the railway budget that 
this null ter will not find even five minutes 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have no paiticular objection to the 
mottcr being discussed 

EDr. Ohairman: I admit this adjournment motion Now when should it bo 
taken up? 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Frankly speaking, I was not expecting mv motion to 
come up Howeier, I submit that it «ihou]d be taken up at 4 o’clock or after 
lunch 

Mr. (Sialrman: It is the Leader of the House, who under the rules has to 
express an opmion in the matter Ordinaidy it would come up at 4 o’clock 
which might be inconvenient to the House since there is very little business 
to be done I therefore suggest 2-30 p.m. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; Anything to meet the Honourable 
Member’s convenience I 

Mr. Ohairman: The adjournment motion will be taken up at 2-30 p.m. and, 
as every Honourable Member knows, will last for two hours and each speaker 
will get fifteen minutes 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE—confd. 

Mr. Ohairman: The next item on the list of business is the further consi¬ 
deration of the election of the Standing Finance Committee which we post¬ 
poned till today Would the Honourable the Finance Member like to make a 
statement? 

The Honourable Sb Archibald Rowlanda (Finance Member) Before I move 
the motion, I think ft would be convenient for the House if I said a word 
or two on the discussion that took place yesterday on the same motion I 
have looked up the debate, to which reference was made by Sir Mohammad 
Tamm Khan, and I have acquainted myself with the assurances which were 
pven by my predecessor on that occasion Briefly the assurances were these* 
tha^ he would be willing to discuss with the members of the Standing Finance 
Committee the possibili^ of extending the scope of the Committee with a view 
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to bringing into consideration not merely all specified and particular demanda 
for new expenditure put forth by the spending departments, but to cover such 
questions as the system of financial control, the system of contracts m the 
Supply Department, bribery and ci^uption and waste and he said that he 
would be prepared to have discussions on those subjects, whether they related 
to voted expenditure or non-voted expenditure But he did not give any 
undertaking to submit any specific proposal of non-voted expenditure to me 
committee He discussed the question with the Committee during me 
session and some useful work was done if this Committee is appointed I 
will certainly carry on on the linos of my predecessor’s ubsurance in this 
regard After all, as Finance Menibei I am the last person to seek to clip 
the wings of the Standing Finance Committee As I think Sir Zia Uddm 
Ahmad said on the last nceasion, when it was debated, the StenJing Finance 
Committee is the second line of defence of the Finiinee Member and I need 
quite a lot of defence in some of the spending departments 

Prof. N. O. Banga (Cnutui cum Nellore Ntin-Mulianim.'idmi Rural) May I 
ask the Honourable Member whether he proposes to lielp this Committee to 
have its own mm-oflieuil President and what is the position in England— 
whether it is the (’hanoollor of the Exchequer who presides over this (Jominit- 
lee or wlieflier one of the non official inei ibct^ of that Committee is allowed 
to become its chan man? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlands: There is no sueh Committee in 
Fingland 

Frol. H. O, Banga: \Mu\t does he piopose to do here m tins country? On 
previous oeensions our late-lamented friend Mr Sutyamurthi pressed it very hard 
on Government the advisabihtv of allowing this committee to h.i\e its own 
elected non-official ohainnan I wculd hke to know thu attitude of the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member in legard to this matter 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlands: Siienkmg from the point of view 
of niv own co11\enience T would w'clconie it I doubt, however whether it 
w’ould be as useful as it is now But, us I said, speaking fioin the point of 
view of my ow'n coinenionce, nothing would please me better 

Dr. Sir Zhi Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural) The Standing Finance Committee is on a dilTcient footing Irom 
the Standing Finance Committee for Railways Thu Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee for Railways was created under the Convention of 1024 and general 
Finance Commitfoe by the executive action of the Governor Geiiernl in Council 
As Sir Malcolm Hailey pointed out in 1921—[ will pist quote Ins words—“it 
(the Standing Finance Committee) is in pursuance of a decision at which wo 
ourselves have arrived and which we ladieve will be uf .ulvantagc to us ainl the 
Assembly’’ As to its functions, this has been the subject of discussion over 
since the Standing Finance Committee was first estahli'-hod in the year 1921 
Sir Malcolm Hnilev who moved for the establishment of the Committee gave 
three distinct objects and powers of the Standing Finance Committpc These 
powers were enlarged in the following year, when they were put m the form 
of a resolution to this IToiise T have alwnvs thought from mv experience of 
several years that this Standing Finance Committee examined all the proposals 
of the spending departments But during the time of one of the predecessors 
of the Honourable Member the procedure became entirely different It was 
this that whenevel* any proposal was put before the Committee bv any 
department, then the Finance Member instead of leaving it for examination 
by the Standing Finance Committee (which ns I enPed at that time was his 
second line of defence) he himself became a party to the proposal and argued 
with the Standing Finance Committee, as though the proposals were his own 
He took the plaee of the departments themselves This T objected to at that 
time But I believe that the Standing Finance Committee is really an advisory 
Committee as pointed out bv Sir Malcolm Hailey to the Assembly The idea- 
was that when proposals come up for discussion some committee shofild * 
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examine all this material before it is placed before the Assembly This is the 
position which fias been accepted But the difficulty which will now arise is 
entirely of a different nature Durmg wartime a number of proposals came 
to us nhich we did not have the opportunity to eXumme in detail and when 
wo were assured that they were necessary for the successful prosecution of 
the war, wc accepted the proposals aud the House also accepted them Now 
that the war is over the posit’on is different Proposals for expenditure in the 
name of reconstruction will come m and we will have to make our rocommenda- 
tions on them without knowing whether the Assembly will accept the policy 
If expenditure is in pursuance of new pohc^, which the Assembly had never 
('xatnincd before, then the members of the Standing Finance (Committee will 
be in a difficult position But taking up a definite example, I hear that there 
IS such a thing as a Policy Oommiltce winch the Assemblv docs not know of 
The proposals of the Policy Committee ha\e not been examined by us The 
departments vvhich initiated these new' ])olicies wrll come forward with definite 
proposals of cxpenditino and the Standing Finance Committee will be in 
difficult position They would be at a loss to know whether they should or 
should not recommend ,i ^el\ big expenditure on a certain item and indirectly 
secure the consent on a new' policv This is a thmg which I think requires the 
consideration of the Honouraiile the Finance Member 

Mr. Ohairm&n: May I diaw the Honouiable Member’s attention to the fact 
tli.it we lannot h.iie a deb.ite on the hnances of this country on this motion 
The point is wliothcr the SUuuhiig Finance t’ommiltee should ho appointed or 
not—whetliei it is advih.ible to apitomt it or not That is the point 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: The point w'e are discussing is the linu lioii of 
the Finance Comniittoe 

Sir Mohammad Yamm Khan (Agia Division Muhannnadan Hiii.il) The 
point IS whether voted items only or iion-\oted ileins also may I'ome iiefoic the 
'Committee 

Mr. Chairman: The Honourable Member may continue 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad: The (io^clnment have initiated a Policy Com¬ 
mittee and whenever new items of expenditure cnine in, the Finance Cominitlee 
shou'd have tlie opportiinitv to examine not only the question of cxpcnditnro 
but also the matter of policy, whether the policy is correct and they shou’d 
be .ihle to tell the Legislative Assembly whether they do or do not .igrcc with 
the jiolicy Therefore in this regard the powers of the eommittot should be 
extended, not only to discuss whether a partieiilar item of expenditure is 
justified or not but also whether the policy under whicli the item m brought 
before the committee should or should not be recommended to the Assembly 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Offieial) Sir, as an old mem¬ 
ber of the Standing Finance Committee, who has been on it for several sessions 
T feel that the- question before the House, as to whether the Committee should 
he elected or not, c.in quite conveniently bo answered by the fact that this 
Standing Finance Committee has done a great deal of useful work I admit. 
Sir, that it has had its limitations, that there are a number of subjects which 
can come before it which have not come to it and that in many cases the 
opinion of the Committee has been regarded as almost taken for granted. But 
I feel that wc are entering into a new era with an Assembly which is more 
virile than the last and which consists of representatives who are strong and 
who have strongly formed opinions, so that they will be able to bring on the 
Hunourab’e the Finance Member hirjiself and his department a very gre^.deal 
of presaure, pressure which tne Honourable Member, although he may be very 
stalwart, will not be able to resist If we forego this privilege as it is now, 
with all its limitations, I think we shall he foregoing a right which belongs 
to this House and which can he made a strong weapon f^ the good of the 
country and for the upkeep of the privileges of this House. 
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A question has been raised by an Honourable Member opposite as to 
■ivhetlier the Chairman should be a non-official or whether, as now, he should 
be the Finance Member 1 have no particular opinion as to who the chairman 
should oe, but 1 do definitely teel that as the order of things stands now, it 
IS very necessary that the Fmance Member should be present there in some 
Lup.iiMty or other (An Hontyiirahle Member "He is sure to be there" ) I am 
coming to that The first point is this that as things now stand the Fmance 
Member has charge of the finances of this country and he is m charge of the 
spending departments After all, we have to recognise the fact that under 
the present constitution the Standing Finance Committee is an advisory com- 
imttce and it is not an executive committee It has no power to order expendi¬ 
ture Who that comes, it will bo another matter, but so long as the function 
of the c.immittec is advfeory, it seems to me that it is reallv meant as a re¬ 
presentation from this House to watch over the proposals made by the Finance 
Deiiarlinont and also to restrict expenditure where necessary The members 
of the Committee are ab’e to give to this House their opinion as to whether 
the Finance Department has been true to its stewardship, whether it has been 
discharging its obligations and its duties in the best interests of the country 
That heuif( so, T feel that the time has not come at present to have a non- 
oflicMnl c liairmnn, because the person iri charge of the finances should bo there 
to ret*ei\e advice, and, I may perhaps add to a certain extent guidance 
from the members of this committee Sir, 1 snpiKirt the proposal that the 
House should proceed to elect the Standing Finance Committee and that at 
the present time it is not necessary to press the second point 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ (/humber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir, I would most earnestly request you not to regard this as a futile 
debate This is an issue of the iinvileges of this House, it is an issue m 
which what is involved is the manner in wdiich Members of tins House cun 
hist undeistand the affairs of this country and cany out the oftrepeated 
demand that non-officiul Indians will be associated After all this is being done 
under the 1919 constitution and this does not go very much further than 
pure'v iibsociution, but even in this associatioii, are we not entitled to make 
suggest 1011 ) us I did last time? Tn response to that suggestion, 1 evoked from 
the then Finance Meniber a very full assutuuce winch we got 1 would there¬ 
fore 1 espei tfully submit to you to bear with us and not to regard this as a 
futile debate None of us is taking up this point merely as a dilatory or 
obstiuotsve measure We want to bo clear as to the functions winch f regard 
as the most important constitutional function of this House It is a question 
ovei w'hich this House has show’ii itsrelf extremely sensitive, right from Match, 
1922 mid later in 1928, and as you desire that we should all be brief, I will 
not go into it—otherwise I would prove to this Hou'ie that tins is not a new' 
subject This is a subject on w'hich Members of this House of all parties have 
been extremely keen What is it that we want after all? My first suggestion 
was that we want full information—the whole picture We wimt full informa¬ 
tion on the voted as well us the non-voted subjects, we do not want a page in 
the accounts of Tndia in which is put down 437 crores and then u line is drawn 
and Ihcn this 437 crores is taken as the total I I say this is an affront to 
the representatives of the people It is true that under the old constitution 
we are not called upon to vote on it, and even if w'e vote agamst it, no notice 
18 taken of it.^ But I say that the Gov^iment have taken an undue and unfair 
advantage against the non-official Members of this House all these vears in not 
ffisclosing the particulars of the non-voted items It is true that the constitu¬ 
tion gives you the protection that on certain topics you need not come to 
us for our^ vote, but the constitution never gave you the permission—in fact 
I cannot imagine^ any constitution which entitles the executive to withhold 
reiewnt and full information from the representatives of the people with regai^ 
to the monies collected from taxes and revenues and spent awav No consti¬ 
tution in the world you can claim will give you this power, which, as I say, 
has been purely an abuse of power by this irresponsible executive in the J>ash, 
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We are entitled<^nd 1 raise this point specifically—to the fullest infonuatioa 
on every noii-voted item, the fullest mformation on every new proposal with, 
regard to non-voted items, the fullest information regarding pohey, as my 
honourable friend Dr. Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad mentioned. In fact, the last 
Finance Member did say and did give an undertaking that he will ignore the 
differences between voted and non-voted expenditure and he was prepared not 
to emphasise this difference I welcome the assurance which the Finance 
Member lias given us this Tnoriiing us far as it goes, and us he tried to be 
very brief, I assume that he has not exhausted all the items covered by his 
assurance I assume that ho will carry out verbulim what his predecessor has 
said • 

May I point out one more thing/ Sir Jeremy haismnn said with regard to 
this subject that it hus taken a somewhat flexible form the function of the 
Standing Finance Oonnnittee hus been enlarged during the lust year and it has 
taken a soincwhab flexible form in other words, this is one of the living orga¬ 
nisms attaching to this body—a question of the privileges of this Asseinb'y, 
and it li.is been flexible as the last Finance Member said We want it to be 
nioie flexible, we want this Finance Member to give us an assurance that he 
will also not emphasise and not take notice of the difference between voted 
and iioii-vot.ed, and give as complete information on the non-voted heads as is 
given with regard to the voted heads 

I do not want to make a tlneat, but 1 do wiy and I submit it with all 
humility and purely in the parliamentary spiiit and not as a political issue— 

I do say that if jou do not give us full iiifunnation of what vou aie going to 
spend money upon and what you have been spending money upon, how' da 
you expect us to vote supplies? Why should we vote uuy supplies to vou 
at all? ICow do you expect us to co-operate with you and give us the autho¬ 
rity which, ns representatives of the people we possess, to collect monies from 
this country? Why should we not drive jou, ns we have done in the past 
over and over again, to collect by ordmance in spite of us^ And, if it is the 
desire of Government that wo should eo-operato, whv should wo oo-opornte 
unless we get this assurance, which is, I submit, the right of an elected 
assornbh Ft is the right of the elected represcntatixes to have the fiillost 
infoiillation placed befoio them I trust the Finance Member wi'l revise the 
assurance given to us and will give us a full assurance, as I om now, asking 

Sir Mohammad Tamm Khan: Sir, 1 am glad that the Honouiuble Fiimiice 
Member has read out to a cortum extent the .issunmce given by his predecessor 
in office on a cut motion mo\ed by my parl\ We have been watching for a 
long time that the expenditure w'as going up by leaps and bounds, the matter 
which oarne up hefoie the Finance Committee was the appointment of certain 
olorical staff, w'hieh amounted only to a few thousand rupees, while lakhs of 
rupees were spent on .the officers who were imported from outside or were 
foieigners in this countrv who could not get jobs elsewhere 

Then if the salary became non-voted, no vote of the House could bo taken 

_ We knew our difficulties that the money could not be voted here' 

hut there was no bar to those matters being examined by the 
Finance Committee The Finance Committee could examine the expenditure and 
say whether a particular person should bo appointed on a particular ]6b or not. 
It is not for the Government to appoint officers and then come before the 
Finance Committee or-the House and say—so much is required for the clerical 
staff This is what we have been seeing in connection with the Supply Depart¬ 
ment There our accounts have been going up very high There was no control. 
For this purpose a retrenchment committee was suggested by us but it was not 
acceptable to the Honourable the Finance Member on the ground that it will put 
a high pressure on the highly over worked persopnel of the Finance Departmoit 
’ but’he gave this assurance to this House—rthat although he may not appoint a 
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vetrenohment committee he will examine every item before the Finance Com¬ 
mittee and he will deal with the matter quickly. We have not come to normal 
conditions yet and it is time therefore that the Finance Committee who are the 
representatives of this House should sit quietly in a small place and examine 
each and every item and see whether it is essential for the administration of 
the country or not I do not think that the (Government should be allowed a 
free hand to say this—that on a particular post a person should be brought whose 
salary is ncm-voted. 

Many times we have seen that a person is carrying ordinarily a salary of 
Bs 1,500 or something like that and at once he is brought to a place which 
carries double the salary. Then the Government says—^because this mtm's 
salary is non-voted therefore he must come‘up and occupy the position and we 
liave got no voice to say whether a man on lesser pay could be brought in this 
post or not This is going on under the guise of non-voted heads. I think a 
great deal of expenditure has been increased and we want to put a stop.to this 
matter and T think the Honourable the Finance Member should give explana¬ 
tion to the Finance Committee on each and every item—^whether a person whose 
salary is non-voted should be brought to a particular place or not and why not a 
person whose salary is votablc We saw a great anomaly last time The 
salary of the Chief Commissioner for Bailways who has just retired, was votable 
while the salary of his subordinates was non-votable We coufd say whether a 
particular man should he turned out or not We could say that a man’s salary 
could be reduced We found that the Chief Commissioner’s salary was votable 
but we could not touch any member of the Bailway Board or even the Secretary 
of the Bailway Board All these anomalies are there and I think they should 
be removed and a practice must be adopted by the Finance Member by which 
one day there will be no difference between voted and non-voted grants I 
think this ought to be the function of the Finance Committee and if we receive 
an assurance on this point, we are prepared to have this Standing T^inance 
Committee 

Mr. M. ABaf All (Delhi General) When T raised this question yesterday, 

I really did not want a full dress debate on tho subject I wanted the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member to mako up his mind about the functions, powers and 
the procedure which the Standing Finance Committee should adopt and follow. 
Tho history of the Standing Finance Committee, as Sir Zia TJddin Ahmed point¬ 
ed* out, is a very sorry one You, Sir, as an old member of the House, remem¬ 
ber that the Standing Finance Committee came into existence in 1^2 It’s 
, objects were to scmtmise all proposals for new votable expenditure in all depart¬ 
ments of the Government of India, to sanction allotments out of lump sum 
grants, to suggest retrenchments and economy in expenditure and generally to 
assist the Finance Department of the Government of India by advising on such 
cases as may be referred to it by the Government This was the original plan 
which Sir Malcolm Hailey had in view and which in 1922, was expected to bd 
put into .operation Later in 1928 it appears that this proposal was not consi¬ 
dered praotioable and therefore certain amendments were proposed by the Gov¬ 
ernment which did not seem to satis^ the House at that time. Still the Stand¬ 
ing Finance Committee came into existence and continued to function. I need 
ilbt go into the entire history and point out the various changes which were made 
from time to time but I remember quite distinctly that in 1987 or perhaps in 
1988—I am speaking from memory—^we had a big quarrel with Sir James Qrigg 
over the whole thing and at that time Sir James Grigg did something which was 
not very’creditable. He actually dropped the whole idea and the Standing 
Finance Committee ceased to exist. The annual motion for the Standing 
Finance Committee was never brought up. The trouble arose more or less in 
this way. I remember as a memhw of the Standby Committee that the pro¬ 
posals which used to be put before m related to spec&o new items. Sometimes 
these items covered a few lakhs, sometimes not more than 12 lakhs out of orares 
«nd erores. Sir James Otigg felt a little annexed that we took a lot of time end 
we criticised the polieiet behind the items but the zeaion why we eritblwl^ihq * 
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policies were quite clear. An item by itself may be a very small one but it may 
involve a pobcy which may eventually brmg about a tremendous amount of 
expenditure. Take the All India Badio I believe the original grant that was- 
brought before us for examination did not go beyond a few lakhs but what is- 
happening today? It may easily be running into crores Similarly Civil Avia¬ 
tion. The original grant for this was about 80 lakhs at that time relating to 
landing grounds and so on and now it is running mto crores There may bo 
policies behmd even small items which may eventually burden the country with, 
tremendous expenditure It is not therefore merely a question of the few items 
that are brought before us for examination We must go fully into the whole 
system and we should be in a position to offer such advice as we think is neces¬ 
sary. Of course, eventually everything will come before the House and the 
House will either vote for or against it; vote the whole thing down or otherwise. 
I quite realise that the object of the Standing Finance Committee, as explained 
by the Honourable the Finance Member, is that he should have a nucleus in tii& 
House and familiarise this nucleus with the policies behind ?he expenditure 
which the Oovemment is going to incur and create, as he says, his second Una 
of defence. I do not know which his ffist line of defence is going to be. 

The Hooonrable Sir Archibald Bowlanda: The Finance Department itself. 

Mr. X. Aaaf All: I take it, the final line of defence will always be the Gover¬ 
nor General’s veto Now, why go on with it’ Let us devote our attention to 
this question here and now m the House Why not give to the Standing Finance 
Committee as much power as possible’ Give this Standing Finance Committee 
some scope for work, so that finally it should be the voice of the House which 
must guide your policies. Then, you will have no trouble. But if the Standing 
Finance Committee’s power is going to be confined to a few items of expenditure 
here and there and for the Finance Member is going to tell them either tfr 
accept or reject his proposal and he finally sticks to his guns, then you know 
what the result is going to be. But if you really want effective working of the 
Standing Finance Committee, its powers and functions should be as wide aa 
possible They should really cover the entire field. I entirely agree with my 
Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedar that not only votable expenditure but 
even non-votable expenditure should come before the Committee. We should 
be able to examine everything We know ^\here our powers are limited The 
constitution is limited, but surely this constitution is going to be scrapped as 
quickly as possible. If you i\ish to anticipate a bit, why not begin to act from 
now onwards Deal with tins House as if it were a responsible House and not * 
deal with this side of the House as an irresponsible section of the House After 
all, it is our voice that is going to count. Therefore, why not treat us as such? 

Now, the Honourable the Finance Member may easily ask us What is it 
that you are going to propose’ I do not w'lsh to propose anything m particular. 

I am only placing before you certain suggestions and I am leaving it to you tOi 
think these matters out I believe Sir James Grigg had some kind of a model in 
view. He was thinking m terms of the practice in the House of Commons. 

I suggest that the Honourable the Finance Member may look mto that question 
carefully and see if he cannot model the Standing Finance Committee along; 
those lines I do not remember the exact details at present, but if he will be so> 
good as to look into the whole question from this point of view, I am perfectly 
certain that the purview of the Standing Finance Committee will become co¬ 
equal with the Finance Department I am not suggesting that they will lay 
down the whole policy and you will accept it, but their advice should be accepted' 
by you as far as possible. • 

Xr. Ohalnnaii: The question is. 

Xr. Xfoni Snbedar: May I know. Sir, whether thp finance Member is going 
to enlarge this assurance as requested from tills side pf the House or whether he- 
is,going to remain content Y^ith the very meagre and unsatisfoctory eiqiressioiii 
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Jtx. Ohaliman: Does the Honourable the Finance Member want to address 
the House ? 

Diwvi Ohaman Lall (West. Punjab Non-Muhammadan). May 1 add a few 
words to what mv Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedar has said? Tt is a very 
important matter. I realise that the Honourable the Finance Member has 
given the same assurancei I take it, as was given by his predecessor. But 
what the House wants to know now before it begins to participate in the 
election of the Standing Finance Committee is whether the Honourable the 
Finance Member is going to throw open almost every item of expenditure that- 
comes before the Finance Department for scrutiny by the Standing Finance 
Committee? I myself had been a member of the Standing Fmance Committee 
and had no difficulty generally in the olden days. But we are in a different 
mood at the present moment And what we would like is tiiat the Honourable* 
the Fmance Member should also turn over a new leaf. Let him give an assur¬ 
ance to the House that every item of expenditure that comes before the Finance- 
Department will be thrown open to the Standing Finance Committee for it» 
scrutiny, so that proper check can be had of the items of expenditure proposed!' 
by the Standing Finance Committee There is no other method. The method* 
of the House of Commons is an entirely different one. There the whole House* 
resolves itself mto a Committee and goes into various items of expenditure. 
The only method that we have here is the Standing Finance Committee and no* 
other except the limited method we have on the floor of the House when the 
Finance Bill comes up and the Budget is presented I would suggest to the 
Honourable Member to take that into consideration in view of the new period 
that is before us and to let the House have an assurance that everything that 
the Finance Department wants in the way of expenditure will be placed before- 
the Standing Finance Committee for its proper scrutiny. 

The HQnonraUe Sir Archibeld BowlandE: Sir, I am more anxious than* 
anybody else to have all the help I can and all the co-operation I can of the 
Members of this House in dealing with this year’s budget I will give the 
assurance that, so far as it is practicable and so far as it lies within my own* 
authority, there will be no discriminatiori between the discussion of non-votable 
and votuble items But the assurance that is sought of me is so wide that I do* 
not know what it is going to lend to. It is quite impracticable for a Committee 
to examine every item of expenditure that is examine in detail by scores of 
officers every day That is not done at home in the United Kingdom and it- 
cannot be done here I nm thinking of my successor. I do not want to 
hamstring him with a procedure which I know to be impracticable. I am think¬ 
ing more of my successor and of others who will come in the course of the next 
few months I will very willingly consult the Members of tbe Standing 
Finance Committee as to the extent to which we can work out a procedure 
along with the lines which the Honourable Members have in mind. Beyond 
that, I do not think it will be fair to my Department or to the Committee itself 
or to my successor to go. 

ICr. Ohsinnan: The question is: 

"That'this Auembly do proceed to the election, in such manner as may be approved by 
the Chairman, of 14 non-omcial members to serve on the Standing Finance Committee for 
the remainder of the financial year 1945-46 and for the financial year 1946-47.** 

The motion was adopted. 

ELECTION OP MEMBERS TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
The Honourable Sir Archibeld Bowlaade (Finance Member): Sir, I move: 
"That the non-oliicial members of the Asseitbly do proceed to elect, in the manner 
required under Role 51 of the Indian Legislative Rules, eight Members to be members of 
the Committee on Public Accounts,** 

Kr. Ohairman: The question is* 

“That the non-official members of the Assembly do proceed to elect, in the 
required under Rule 51 of the Indian Legislative Rules, eight Mer-*-— ■*- — 

the Coismittee on Public Accounts ’* 

The motion was adopted. 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR WAR 
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member fof Railways and War Trans¬ 
port)' Sir I move: 

"That this AsBembly do proceed to elect, in anch manner as the Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, eight non-oiiicial membera to serve on a Standing Committee to advise on 
subjects with which the Department of War Transport is concerned, other than those wiAin 
the purview of the Standing Committee for Boads, for the period comprising the unezpired 
portion of the current financial year and the whole of the next financial year 1946-47.” 

Mr. OhainnaiL: The question is: 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner ae the Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, eight non-official membera to serve on a Standing Committee to advise, on 
subjects with which the Department of War Transport is concerned, other than those within 
the purview of the Standing Committee for Roads, for the pefiod comprismg the unexpired 
portion of the current financial year and the whole of the next financial year 194647.” 

The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT 

The HonouxaUe Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member)* Sir, I move 
"That thu Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner aa the Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, ten non-official Members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 
subjects, with which the Labour Department is concerned, for tno remaining period of the 
current financial year and for 1946-47 ” 

Mr. ObaiimMi: The question is: 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in snch manner as the Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, ten non-official Members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 
subjects, with which the Labour Department is concerned, for tne remaining period of the 
current financial year and for 194647 ” 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR POSTS 
AND AIR DEPARTMENT 

Sir Guronath Bewoor (Sect clary. Posts and Aur Department) Sir, I move 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect in such manner as the IIonourabl(< the Chairman 
may direct, five non official members to advise on subjects dealt with in the Department 
of Posts and Air during the uncxpircd portion of the year 1945-46 and the whole of the year 
1946-47 

Mr. Obalrmaa: The question is: 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elec.t, in such manner as the Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, five non-official members to advise on subjects dealt with in the Department 
of^Mts and Air during the unexpired jraition of the year 1945-46 and the whole of the year 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR COMMON¬ 
WEALTH RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Mr. B. B. Baiier]ee (Secretary, Commonwealth Relations Department) Sir, 
I move 

"That this AaaembW do proceed to elect, in such manner sa the Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, ten non-official membera to serve on the Standing Committee for Commonwealth 
Beiationa Department during the nnenired portion of the current financiiJ year and the 
whole of the next financial year 194647” 

Mr. Ohalzman: The question is: 

"That this Assembly do proceea to elect in inch manner as Che Honourable the Chairman 
may direct, ten non-official membera to serve on the Standing Committee for Ccunmonwealtik 
Relatione Departmmt during the unenired portion of the current financial year and the 
whole of the next financial year 194647.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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ELECTION OF MBIUBEBS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOB AGRIOUL- 
TUBE DEPARTMENT 

Sir Fheroie Khuegat (Secretary, Agriculture Department)* Sur, I move: 
“That this Anembly do proceed to elmt, in such manner as the Honourable the Chaiiman 
may direct ten non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on subjects 
m the Department of Agnoulture for the unezpired portion of the current financial year and 
for the next financial year '* 

]&. Obalrman: The question is 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honouiabic the Chairman 
may direct ten non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on subjects 
in the Department of Agriculture for the unexpired portion of the current financial year and 
for the next financial year ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO GOVERNING BODY OF INDIAN 
RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION 
Mr. S. B. 7. Oulfliam (Secretary, Education Department) Sir, I move 
“That the members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be 
approied by the Honourable the Chairman, tuo persons from among their numbers to Sit 
on the Governing Body of the Tndian Research Fund Association “ 

Mr. Ohairman: The question is 

“That the members of this Assembly do [iroceed to rlcct, in such manner as may bsr 
appioved by the Honourable the Chairman, peisons from among tliiir numbers to ait 
on the Governing Body of tho Indian Research Fund Asaociation '* 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Ohalrmaa: I have to inform TIonournble Members that the following 
dates have been fixed for receiving nommations and holding elections, if neces¬ 
sary m connection with the following Committees* namely* 


Date for nomination 


Date for election 


Standing Finance Committee . 

Committoe on Public Accounts . 

Standiim Committee for the Department of 
War Transport. 

Standing Committoo for the Labour De¬ 
partment. 

Standing Committee for the Department of 
Posts and Air. 

Standing Committee for the Commonwealth 
Belatious Department. 

Standing Committee for the Department of 
Agriculture 

Governing Body of the Lidian Reeenroh 
Fund Amoiation. 


24th January . 
24th January . 
24th January . 
28th January . 
28th January . 
28th January . 
29th January . 
29th January . 


29th January 
30th January. 
31st Janunry 
Slst January. 
1st February. 
Ist February. 
4th Fobniaiy. 
4th February. 


Tho nominations for all the eight Committees will be received m the Notice 
Office upto 12 Noon on the dates mentioned for the purpose. Tho elections, 
which will be conducted m accordance with the Regulations for the holding of 
elections by means of the single transferable vote, will bo held in the Assistant 
Secretary’s room m tho Council House, between the hours of 10-30 a m and 

1 p M 

Tho Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, lU^. 
Ohairman (Sir Cowasjee Jehangir) in the Chair. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Rejection of Railwaymen’s Federation Demands re Retrenchment 

Sazdar Kangal Singh (East Punjab* gikh) Sir, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. Before I proceed to speak on this motion I wish to refer to a 
news paragraph in today's Hmduaian Ttmea in which the position of my party 
has been completely misrepresented It says* 

“'Whatever their professions durins the elections, the tvo Akali members, Sardar Mangal 
Sutgh and Sardar Sampuran Smgh, have been given back seats on the Government side of 
the House “ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Trans¬ 
port) Sir, has this any connection with the adjournment motion? 

Mr. Ohainnaa: What is the Honourable Member’s reason for making 
allusion to this? 

Sardar Mangal Singh: When I speak I think it is my right to make the 
position of myself and my party clear in this House This is a complete mis¬ 
representation of our position We are sitting on the Opposition Benches I am 
not responsible for the fact that we are given seats in this part of the House. 
We are sitting on the Opposition Benches but here the mischievous insinuation 
is that we fought the elections on different issues but having come here we have 
joined the Government side. 

Mr. Ohairman: I think the House has understood the position that you want 
to make clear It is clear that while moving the adjournment motion you are 
certainly not a member of Government or sitting on the Government Benches 
And there are no Government Benches m this House, it is a circular House, not 
like the House of Commons where you are divided T think it is clearly under¬ 
stood by all that you are not sitting on the Government Benches You are in 
a portion of the House where you have been given accommodation and not on 
the Government Benches I think you might now proceed to the adjournment 
motion 

Sbrl Sri Frakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Can we take it as your ruling that there are no Government Benches in 
this House? 

Mr. Chairman: There is no clean division here as in the House of Commons; 
it IS a circular House 

An Honourable Member: Is it a very unclean division? 

Mr. Ohairman: I hope Honourable Members will come to the unclean division 
very soon 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Thank you. Sir you have made the position clear. 
1 would not have mentioned this but for the fact that the press representative 
who has the privilege of coming here has made this statement I hope he will 
rectify the mistake Our position is that m all political matters wc are with 
the Congress, in matters pertaining to our community we will take our decisions 
from the Akah party 1 think the press representative concerned has done a 
great injustice to us by mentioning that we have now joined the Government 
Benches 

Sir, on the motion before the House T shall mention only the salient facts of 
the case and leave the details to my other friends who are better able to deal 
with the subject The position is that the Government’s retrenchment plans 
affected about three lakhs of men, out of which 70,000 wdll go to the army 
demobilised personnel and the rest will be temporary staff which will be retrench¬ 
ed in due couisp As ngnmst this decision the Railwaymen’s Federation have 
presented their demands They were finally classified in their meeting held on 
the 3rd October and they framed sixteen demands which were presented to ihe 
Railway Board. The principal of them arc (i) reduction of the hours of work. 
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1 may inform the House that the International Labour Office has recommended 
40 hours per week m order to absorb the surplus staff in all countries. Thd 
Bailwaymen’s Federation have been \ery moderate; they have asked for 42 
hours. That is the principal demand and if that is accepted the need for 
further retrenchment will be very much reduced. Demand No (ii) was that 
work done through the contractors should be taken over by the department 
itself so that the profits may go to the department and the department may be 
able to employ more men in their factories. No (lii) was that the schemes of 
manufacture of locomotives and stock may be taken in hand immediately. 
No. (iv) IS the reopening of the lines which were stopped during the war and 
further construction of the railway lines which are intended in connection with 
the post-war plans of the Railway Department These are the principal demands 
and to my mind they ar^ quite reasonable. These demands were presented to 
the Railway Board who considered them and rejected all of them straightaway 
Then the Railwaymen’s Federation did not go away and make preparations for a 
strike; they wanted to settle this question by amicable and peaceful means. 
Then when they were rejected by my Honourable friend, Sir Edward Bcnthnll, 
they went to the Labour Department whom they asked to appoint an adjudicator 
to settle the points at issue The Labour Department instead of deciding the 
points said they neither accepted nor rejected them hut suggested another 
meeting between the representatives of the R-iilwaymen’s Federation and the 
Railway Board I am told, Sir, that this meeting was held on the 6th of 
December, and in this meeting again the Railway Board did not modify their 
previous attitude The intention of the representatives of the Railu'oymen's 
Federation to settle this question by negotiation is further shown bv the fact 
that they reduced their demands or rather boiled down their demands to three 
points These were discussed on the 5th of December at the meeting held 
between the Railway Board and the Railwaymen’s Federation The leaders of 
the Railwaymen’s Federation submitted those three points for the consideration 
of the Railway Board* 

(i) Suspension of retrenchment schemes; 

(ii) Implementation of the posl-war reconstruction schemes; and 

(ill) Revision of the scales of pay. 

The whole dispute was reduced or boiled down to three points, but the Railway 
Board took up a bureaucratic attitude and they said no to all these demands. 

After 5th December the Railwaymeii’s Federation again went to my fnend, 
Dr Ambedkar, the Honourable Member for Labour Department. They again 
applied that an adjudicator should be appointed to settle this dispute I under¬ 
stand that the Labour Department is still sleeping or rather, if I may say so, 
the Honourable Member is still fiddling while these poor railwaymen are being 
retrenched day by day I submit the position is this If the Labour Department 
or the Government of India or any Honourable Member from the Government 
Benches will get up now and assure this Honourable House that an adjudicator 
will be appointed immediately to settle these points, then I am in a position to 
withdraw the motion, but if, ns has been done already, they go on rejecting the 
demands or putting off tho evil day, then I am sorry. Sir, that I will press the 
motion to a division to censure the attitude of the Railway Department and the 
Labour Department which they have taken up in this matter The demands of 
the Railwaymen’s Federation are quite reasonable and they are supported by 
the public opinion in the country A few weeks ago, Maiilana Abul Kalam Azad 
Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, and Sardor Vallabhbhai Patel have all issued public 
statements that Government should accept the demands of the railwaymen for 
the appointment of an adjudicator to settle the points. 

Mr. ahairman: The Honourable Member has one and a half minute more 

« Mangal Singh: I will put it to the Honourable the Railway Member. 

If their position is right, if their position is reasonable, if their case is bound 
why is he afraid of gomg to the court of adjudication? That is the whole point! 
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House to censure the Government on this point. Sir, I move. 

Ifa. Ohainaui: Motion moved, 

that the Aueinbl^ do now adjourn ” 


Mr. S. QurUBWami (Nominated Non-OlBeial); Mr. Chuinuau, JSir. lu th 
first place 1 should like to ask the indulgence of tlie House for luy first moideu 
speech in anj legislature when 1 have to speak on u subject with which 1 am 
vitally connected in my capacity as the General Secretary of the All-lndia Kail- 
wuymen’s Federation. 


Sir, 1 rise tu support the iiiotiou so ably moved Saidar Alaugal Smgh. 

lu doing so t lij.ve to make certain things quite clear It was not left to me 
to drutt the niotiun in the terms m whudi it ivus drulted because the domands- 
of the Federation are indivisible They do not constitute demands relutmg to 
retrenchment separately, thej do not constitute ouly demands relating to other 
burning mutters on which v\e leel very stiough Theretore, for the iiitonnation 
of this House 1 am bound to state that the position of the All-ludia llailvvad¬ 
men’s Federation is that for two and a hall years we have been negotiating 
and negotiating, beggmg, pleading menioiuhsuig, asking the help of the Labour 
Department, invoking the public opinion, to support our demands lor revision 
of dearness allowance on the basis on which the llau Committoc appointed by 
the Government of India gave a direction and to levise the scales of pay that 
are in e-\isteuco and as a prehunimry measuiu to abolish this so-called new 
scales of pay that were introduced m 1U31 

Uj) io September 194.) the x>n*^>tioti of tho Federation was th.it we were 
pressing on these two vital issues, namely, denial ot justice by the Kailwa) 
Board m regard tu the prmiaiv demands for revision of scales of pa\, 
and dearness allowance, not on the basis on which we asked, 

but on the basis of the findnigs of a committee appointed this Government 
and not iinplcinentod by them Well, the war ended The All-lndia liailw.iy- 
men’b Fodeiation co-operated m tlie war elfoit and they lound themselves faced 
with a new' situation, namely, that this postponement of the question of revi¬ 
sion ol scales of pa> was a device and u manoeuvie to get themselves into a 
position where they will tind sutpius laboui and will be able to whittle down the 
demands of the w orkers What else > in the first place, a mood ol compla¬ 
cency was sought to he cieated hv saving that there was no retrenchment T 
admit, Bir, that there has not jet been very large scolo rotrcnclimeut, but there 
has been letrenchment Todav 3,20,000 workers out of 8,48,000 men aro 
treated .is untouchables, classified as ‘temporary men’ who are denied the privi¬ 
leges which llie peimanent men enjoy, and are liable to be discharged as and 
when it ple.iscs the department which is rejiresentod by Sir Edward Benthall 
Tliev h!iv(‘ ('icated a easte system in this temporary class There is what is 
known as ‘B’ category in which men are recruited against so called permanent 
vacancu'S Their nuinhers aro increasing It is stated to be of the order of 
100,000 out of which 70,000 will be reserved for ex-servicemen Even if tho 
traffic does not go duw-n, if it continues at the present dimensions, the position 
is that the Railwav Board have committed themselves to a policy of displac¬ 
ing these 70,000 men who are now classified as ‘B’ They say, they need not 
necessarily go, wo will take them into another category which is known ns 
category 'C”, recruited for temporary purposes The position of tho All- 
Tndia Bailwav'tnen’s Federation is this* We arc not against giving emjiloyinent 
to ex-scrvicemen They deserve to be helped, but we are not prepared to 
accept the position tlnit one man who is .already employed should go in order 
to make loom for an ov-servicemnn because this O-nvemment is bankrupt and 
unable to provide more employment for the people who have fought for them 
That is the position which T want to make perfectly clear T am not making 
any irresponsible statement I would draw the attention of the Members of 
this House to a document which the International Labour Office prepared for 
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the recent conference which met at Paris a few months ago. They have said 
that if you try to put ex-servicemen m the place of those who are already m 
service, you are creating A social antagonism which is undesirable for the 
country. The solving of the problem of employment for ex-servicemen should 
not be at the cost of those in employ On page 111 it is said 

"Job competition between demobilieed soldiers or repatriated persons and displaced war 
workers would foster unreal social antagonisms and tend to destroy the nnity of puipose 
with which the empli^ent adjustment of the transition period should be approached ” 
They also provide that in respect of those who might become unemployed 
it IS the obligation of the StatQ to see that they are maintained during the 
period of their absorption in the iJ 08 t-#ar reconstruction During the war we 
thought we were going to^get a new era m India. We are now faced with the 
prosjiect of an indeterminate iiiiniber to be retrenched They will not say how 
ni.in.v are to be letrenched They say that they will start it bit by bit 

And what aie the terms to the discharged? The Finance Department must 
be hist cciibured for the way they have given their directions to the other 
Depuitinents They have said for men on daily rated employment, that they 
should be given one day's pay for every mouth’s service and for monthly rated 
men 20 dayi* pay as bonus for every completed year of service as the measure of 
bonus for retieiu Iiiiibiit We do not ac.jept thib proposition. We say it is the 
obligation of the State to maintain the unemployed We have given a sixteen 
pointed prograinine by which this so-called surplus can be reduced In a full 
year 30/35,1)00 norninl vacancies oecvir We do not mind if the future vacan¬ 
cies are thiown open for giving employment to 70,000 ex-servicemen but we 
protest against the discharge of any man in service to make room for these 
70,000 although w'e are equally interested in their welfare. 

Then tliere is the question of the revision of pay Sir Edward Bcnthall in 
one of his Budget speeches gave high tribute to the railwuymen for the 
services rendered during the war and said that immediately after the cessation 
of liustilities there would be a revision of pav That question has been delayed 
and dclavcd Not only that, we said that at least ns a token of your bona 
fidcs abolish the new wretched scales of jiay which wcio based with lefercme 
to 1031 without consultation of organised labour and in the teeth of opposition. 
Therefore the jioisition of the Eailwayrnen’s Federation is this that we have 
suggested eonstnictive alternatives by which this retrenchment could bo avoid¬ 
ed Theie are thousands of men who are treated as essentially intermittent 
workers who aie asked to work 84 hours per week There are thousands of 
men who do not get their weekly rest days As regards the demand for a 40- 
hour week, let me iioint out that in Lilloonh the standard working week, long 
before the Intern.itional labour organisation came into existence, was 42 If 
that standard was extended to other workshops and other branches of Eailway 
work many thousands could be employed without retrenchment They say we 
are very sorry for the retrenehed We are following the directions of the 
Finance Department and giving them the discharged personnel terms This 
won’t do T rise on behalf of the Federation which I represent to protest 
against the policy of the Finance Department, against the policy of the Labour 
Department, and against the policy of the Eailway Board m dealing with this 
question Tliey have a joint responsibility to do justice to the workers We 
have been i''atient We do not want to threaten a strike We know the conse¬ 
quences of a general strike We know our obligations to society for efficient 
transport We have done our duty during the worst period of the war and 
also during the famine in this country We are not sorry for what we did but 
what W’e ask is let us accept the principle of settling our differences by arbi¬ 
tration and negotiations and where negotiations fail bv fhe appointment of an 
adjudication authority That is the least that we have asked If it is showm 
by the arguments of the Member opposite that we are in the wrong, we are 
not afraid to abide bv the findings of that adjudication Whnt more can _ we 
Bay than this that we shall subject ourselves to the verdict of public opinion, 
to the verdict of an impartial enquiry and not to the arbitrary decision o^ a 
Oovemment which is undoubtedly irresponsible. 
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[Mr. S. Guruswami] 

Therefore, 1 do not wuut to take any more of your time except to say this 
that the demands of the Federation do not pertam only to retrenchment but 
also to tha question of revision of wages and the abolition of the now scales 
of pay Some General Manageib have been good enough to say that the new 
scales of pay should be dropped They even suggested a bonus of three months’ 
pay to be given 1 do not know what the Government is going to do with 
regard to that Whatever it is, the position of the Federation is that w’e have 
negotiated and negotiated We have tried to get on We want no strike but 
it IS the attitude of the Government which is creating a position of despair. 
We appeal to the representatives of public opinion assembled here to give a 
clear verdict on the adjournment motion and avoid ;lhe danger of an adjourn¬ 
ment of the business of the Itailways by a general strike or any other strike 
With these words, 1 thank you, Sir, for the response you have given me 

Mr. MuhElilinad Naiiman (1‘atn.i .md Cliota Xagpm cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) Mr (’haiiman, Sii, while 1 h.ive nothing to sav against tlie demands 
that have been made by the llai'wci\mcirs Federation, I have onl> to kiv that 
thev aie onlv similar to the ni.mifesto ibsued bv organisation ot the Congress 
It looks so nice, full of good promises, but when it comes to facts, tlie .inthors 
will have to think over how they have to escape Now, Sir, I have only to 
inform this House what this Had wav men’s Federation h.is done and how thev 
have been behaving with the Mnssalinans The IhnlwaMnen’s Fedcr.ition's 
position IS that of the Congress, which somehow’ or other claims a icpiesontative 
capacity of all the nationals living in this countr\ whereas h\ methods ’ nown 
and unknown thev have nhvavs tried to suppress and subdue tlie rights and 
piivilegcs of Muslim employees of Ihiihvavs all over and all thnnigh I would 
like to know' whellier the Secretary, Air 8 Gimisw’ami. who was \or\ vocal m 
tlie Honse for the first time today has the courage to tell me wliethc i he ever 
supported the claims of the Mussahuans to 33 1/3 pei cent share in the Haihvavs 
services m India 

Mr. S. Ouruswaml: I mav state foi the information of the Honourable 
Member that some of our affiliated unions have supjxirted his el.iim and w'e are 
not interested in those who arc not emplovees of the railways But once they 
are emplovees of the railways we are here to support every Mussalmnn and 
we are prepared, to go on a general strike if one Mussalmnn is retrenched 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: I agree that may theoretically be true m the 
like manner the Congress has been proclaimmg trusteeship for Musluns I know 
^uu have some Mussulmans in your fold iii the same manner as the Coiigiess 
organisation has a few, and I would now seek the indulgence of the House to 
give me an opportunity to ventilate the feelings of the Muslim nation without 
interrujitions T earned on the conversations and negotiations with those 
m charge of jouit labour unions a few years ago and none of them were pre¬ 
pared to concede to the demands of the Muslim representation of 33 1/3 per 
cent in Railways. 

Mr. S. Guruswami: On a point of information I must state that no negotia¬ 
tions took place with the All-Tndia Federation in regard to the- denmiid stated 
bv the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: I am not giving way It was done with tha 
Bengal Assam Railway Union This was done with your President of other 
Federating Unions and no one at any stage was prepared to concede to include 
in the list of demands the Muslim demand of 33 1/8 per cent share in the 
Railway services and that thev should be made up here and now 
(At this stage Mi Guriisw ami rose in lus seat) 

Mr. Qhalrmaa: Order, order 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: They were not even willing to concede to the 
resolution of 1984 of the Home Department which gave Mussalmans 25 per 
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cent representation 1 know that the Federation has been opposing the ques' 
lion of hxing a quota in the promotions to keep down t^e Mussalmans because 
they have a bigger slice for the other nationals of this country in view 

Now, Sir, we do not form the Government as yet and we have every 
sympathy for such demands which might be made on the present Government 

3 p u regard to retrenchment, or with regard to the openmg of new 

lines or witli regard to lindmg new works for their employees and 
cerluiiily it is an obligation of a State to maintain tho unemployed and to keep 
the workers satisfied by providing such conditions of service as would bo neces¬ 
sary and us would be {lossible I think my friends here do reahse that no 
Government in the woild cun manitam an army which it raised during war 
time and no railway in the world can maintain those employees whom they 
recruited for icrtam cnttigeneics dunng the war conditions That is a position 
which my friends should appreciate fully Of course that aspect hus nothing, 
to do with me as we do not form tho Government 

T h.ive been having sonic negotiations durmg my stay in Calcutta for one 
month with ill tho Gcneial Managers of the railways and I had to point out 
that the Muslin k were only anxious that ihcir quota should be made up here 
and now and this w'as an issue which invoked a certain amount of resentment 
on the part ol tlie Heii«.il and A‘>«»ani Itailwu^ Union and other labour unions, 
vvincli arc bi i.uhcs of Ibulwa;^men’s Federation The Honourable Member for 
the War Traiispoit happens to he a representative of Government here and 
he can tell .\ou that what hus happened actually is that dunng the emergency 
ot war thif'ugh m'lnipulation of non-Mushm officers the Muslim quota wa&_ 
dom> awa\ with in the name of efficiency and urgency What now we the 
inetnhers of the Muslim League plead for is that when retrenchment has to 
come up our quota should be made up here and now and on that line T have 
had negotiations with the different General Managers of railways in India I 
have wrilten a letter to the Honourable Member m charge and I had to stress 
that whatever might have been said m the jiast here is a time when the Muslim 
quota should he made uji at once To illustrate it more fully I would say 
this Supposing tho Bengal and Assam Bailway for their normal work 
emploved fiO.OOO men before the war Durmg war time their number actually 
has swelled up to a lakh and 20,000 For their normal work again this Bailway 
administration plans to maiiitain about 90,000 peop’e Our quota on the B. 
and A Bailwav is 15 per cent and if thev propose to have 90,000 on that line, 
thev have’ got to show 45 pei cent to the Muslims here and now, that is the 
Muslim personnel must be nearly 41,000 

The Honourable Member who spoke last, Mr S Guruswnim, said that he 
was not going to e.ill a strike In fact for whose sake he hud to abandon tho 
idea of a strike T w\ss the man who gave the lead that Muslim employees 
cannot be camp followers of a Hindu organisation that we cannot bear the 
rtt'+iidc of llailwaymcii’s Federation any more If he has got the aspiration 
to call for a general strike, there will be war against the administration, and 
also against the Muslims and we will see what Bailvvavrnen’s Federation can 
do It was mv lead that lias cooled down Mr Guruswamv and brought him 
and his friends to their senses and he has now come forward with this adjourn¬ 
ment motion in this House to gain cheap popularity for his organisation As 
I said in the earlier stages that I have full sympathy with the demands of 
better conditions of service for all Eailway people if we are the Government 
or when we form the Government, as the Qaide Azam has always said Pakistan 
means freedom for both the Hindus and the Mussalmans, we never mean 
freedom for the Muslimi^ alone, then we will certainly improve condition of ser¬ 
vice as much as we can and if we can extort out of this bureaucratic govern¬ 
ment any concession here and now I would be certainlv happy provided wo 
Muslims share it At the same time, I want to sav that if there is anv honesty 
in this organisation of Bailwav men’s Federation, thev ought to look to the 
demands of the Muslims and net insist on the issue that theirs is a joint union 
of the railway employees and the All-India Bailway Muslim Employee’s I^eagu? 
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should not be recognised on the plea of this Muslim organisation being a com¬ 
munal union. He has gone to the Laboinr Department but he has never pressed 
that department that the other organisation of Muslims should be recognised 
m the same manner as his llailwaymen’s Federation It he has done anything 
he has tried to say that Muslim organisation should not be given recognition by 
Goveriinient and Itailway authorities. 

Coming to the question of retrenchment, once ogam, 1 must confess that 1 
am not m a position to say what actually the proposal of the Uoveriiiiieut is 
but I was told by many General Managers that they liave no programme so far 
of retrenchment on a very big scale. Of course the Honourable Member in 
charge will be the best man to teU this House what, he has to sa) 1 only 
impressed upon the General Managers that so far as the Muslims me Loneerned 
we want that our quota in llailway services and different Railways sliould be 
made up here and now We have been beguiled for many dectidcs .inJ we 
were told that the quota w'hs meant for recruitment m the first instmii e Now 
here is an opportunity when the wrongs done niny be mode good to my 
nationals If there is any honesty of purpose behind mv Honouiablc friend Mr. 
Guruswumy and his friends in the Congress group 1 hope he would (onu* forward 
and support me m my demand We do not want to encroach on the lights 
of other people We do not want any more than oiir legitiiiuite and proper 
share and if my Honourable friend and his friends are prepared to support us 
in that, T have no doubt in my mind that in all such things w'hich are meant 
for the good of all the employees concerned, we will certainly be a party to 
them With these remaiks, I resume my seat 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member) Mr Cliairmun, m 
the morning when this adjournment motion was admitted I did not think that 
the Labour Department would have to come into this debate in older to cxp'iiin 
its position Rut when the debate opened I found that two of the speakers who 
have supported the motion have come down somewhat heavily on the Tj.iboiir 
Department Their charge was that although the dispute has bt'en going on for 
some considerable time, the Labour Department has not played the p.nt which 
it 18 expected to ploy m this dispute Sir, T admit that tlie L.il)onr Depart¬ 
ment has a considerable amount of responsibility in this matter Tt is a depart¬ 
ment which has been established in order to see that the working clnssps do 
get their dues and if the Labour Department can bo found to have failed in 
its diitv, it would undoubtedly be deserving of the censure that is moved Rut 
I am soriv to say, Sir, that rny Honourable friend, Sardar Mangiil Singh,— 
who in the first instance alluded to the responsibility of the Labour Department 
and said in a somewhat, if I may say so, slighting manner, that the Labour 
Member vus either sleeping or fiddling—^was completely unaware of the facts 
of the situation and has certainly not informed himself of what the Labour 
Department has done in this matter I think it would therefore be desirable 
that :^should place before this House some very relevant facts with regard to 
this matter 

First time when the Labour Department came to know that there was such 
a dispute between the Railwaymen’s Federation and the Railway Roaid was 
on the .5th October, 1945, when a letter was sent by an official of the Indian 
Railwaynien’s Federation forwarding a number of resolutions that had been 
passed at a session of the Railwoymen’s Federation After that'-letter a second 
letter was received bv the Labour Department on the 10th October, 1945 In 
that letter a request was made that the Labour Department should move and 
appoint an adjudicator in order to decide upon the terms mentioned in the 
resolution Now, Sir, it will be admitted that before any such grave step as 
that of the appointment of an adjudicator is taken, it is the duty of the Labour 
Department to bring the two parties together and to induce them to meet m a 
formal manner, discuss the various outstanding questions, reduce their 
differences as far ns they possibly can and agree to each other’s demands. 
■Thai duty, I am glad to say, the Labour Department immediately performed 
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aud they induced the Itailway Department to meet the representatives of the 
Indian Itailwaymen’s Federation and to discuss points of dispute Honourable 
Members might be aware that after the discussion had taken place between the 
litiilway Department and the Indian liailwaymen's Federation a communique 
^va8 issued by the liailway Department stating that a meeting had taken place 
,'ind certain matters which were matters of dispute were discussed between the 
two parties Now that thmg happened as late as the 5th of December, when 
this communique was issued Certainly from the 5th of December up to today 
it cannot be said that an unduly long delay has happened or an unduly long 
delay lias been brought about or that there has been any dilatonness on the 
part of the Labour Department tliat they did not move in this matter as soon 
as they ought to have done 

But there is one other point to which I would like to draw the attention of 
the House. It cannot be said—and I think Mr Guruswami ought to be in 
possession of this fact—that the negotiations have not been concluded Nego¬ 
tiations are still going on and I may tell the House that it has been agreed 
between the Bailway Department and the Federation of Indian Eailwaymen 
that a small committee of the Indian Bailwa^men’s Federation be appointed 
m order to carry on further negotiations with the Railway Department The 
date ti\cd for that meeting is towards the end of January 1946 The end of 
January 1946 has not yet come There is still lime foi negotiation . . 

Shn Sri Frakaaa: ‘Towards the end* has come 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Yes, but that is a matter which 1 
am afraid 1 cannot accept 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Fimjab Non-Muhammadan) May 1 mteirupt 
my honourable friend for a mmute? Is it a fact that the demand foi the 
appointment of an adjudicator has been definitely turned down by the 
Government^ 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: 1 am coming to that The point I 
was making was this that there can be no question of the appointment of an 
adjudicator unless the Labour Department is fully satisfied that the last attempt 
for a mutual settlement between the two parties has failed, and what 1 am 
pointing out to my honourable friend is this that an opportunity still exists, 
an opportunity is still provided, and it is for the Railwaymen’s Federation to 
inform the liaiKvay Department what will be the exact date on which thc\ will 
meet the Railway Department 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask my honourable friend once again whether it 
IS a fact that the Government have denied to the Railwaymen’s Federation .my 
information regarding the number of people that they have decided to retiench, 
and secondly, whether they have refused to appoint an adjudicator, and thirdly 
whether they are still continuing to ictrench men? I think about 10,000 h.ive 
already been retrenched Wheie then is there the further question of negotia¬ 
tion when the Government has taken up this point of view’ 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I think my honourable friend forgot, 
when I got up to mterveiic in this debate, that I said T would confine myself 
to the question of adjudication The rest of the question ns to how main will 
be retrenched, whether they will be letrenched, if retrenched how thov will be 
dealt with, all that is a matter which I am sure will be dealt with bv my 
honourable colleague who will reply after T have finished As I said, I am 
only discharging the responsibility that falls on the Labour Department The 
point that 1 was making was that unless and until the Labour Department is 
satisfied that there is no further room for settlement, it woii’d be impossible, 
it would be unfair and quite contrarv to established procedure for the Labour 
Department to intervene and say “We shall appoint an adjudicator’’ The 
point I was making, therefore, is this that this motion, at any rate that part> 
of the speech of my honourable friend who accused the Labour Department of 
not having stepped in at the right moment, is certainly too premature, and J 
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tlank if be will bear lu iiiiud the tacts 1 have disclosed, he would himself 
voluntarily withdraw the statemeut that he made that the Babour Mutiiber was 
iiddlmg 1 ceituiiily was not 

Then let me come to the other side of the question It is true that under 
the Deleiice ot India Act the Governnient does possess the power to uppoint an 
arbitrator undei rule 81 ot the Deteiice ot India Act. But 1 think it is only 
fair to luention that although this is an emergency legislation, we aie not 
altogether piecluded fiom obseivmg such canons of judicial cousidei<ition trom 
exercising the powers that w'u possess under rule 81, that is, arbitration h'or 
the purposes ut arbitration w'e must have a dispute m existence As 1 have 
said, at the present iiioiiicut theie is no dispute, the mutter is uiidei consi¬ 
deration Secondly, betoie any adjudication is made, we must lie satislied 
that the dispute lehites to terms and conditions of employment for instance^ 
that tho dispute relates to houis of woik, to wages, and to points of that 
kind What is tlie point that is ut ilispute between the ilailway Depaitment 
and the Indian liailwavnien s h'ederation ’ 1 am sorry to say that the Itail- 

waymen’s Fedeiation lias certainly not conducted its case in the way m which 
it ought to have conducted it They cerhimly have gone and done a gieat 
deal of harm to theinse'ves The point 1 would like to make in tins connec¬ 
tion IS this what IS the point on wdiicli the Ihiilvv.iymen’s Federation la 
stressing all through ^ Is it a point that lelatcs to hours of labour ' Is it a 
point that lehites to wagi's’ I say dehmtely that the points of disjnitt do not 
relate to either of those two points It is quite tiue that the Jluilwaymcn’s 
Federation has passed a nimihor of nsolutions man\ of which refer to hours 
of work and to condnions ol labour But wo have got lu make a distinction 
between what are called fundamental points of dispute and points which are 
merely tagged on If one were to examine tho resolution that h.is hi*oii passed 
by tho itailwavnion’b Iodeiation, we hnd that the giuvaiiieii of thoir eomplamb 
IS that the lailways shall not leduce n single workman Qucslioiis relating to 
hours of labour and questions relating to wages are just tagged on—they are 
not the points of difference In older to substantiate what T .im saving, llie- 
fundamental point of dispute between the railways and tho Indian Federation 
of llailwaviiicn is the q* estion of rotroiuhment, tho question is as to how manv 
poisons will be eiiiplovod and how* many will be dischaigcd T \»oiild like to 
point out one or two otliei cm unistaiues 

The first is this as I said, in then letter of the fith oi Octohei 1U4.’), they 
hud put foiwuiJ some littocn oi fouiteen demands A eonloicncc was airunged 
between the Labour Department and the President of the Indian Kailwaymcn’a 
Federation, Mr Oiri, in older to assess and hnd out what exactly weie the 
points which they regarded os fuiidameutal, and I should like to tell the House 
that although there were fifteen resolutions, only three points were placed 
before the Labour Department for consideration The rest of them were 
regarded by the Itailwavincn's Federation as matters of no consequence .Again 
when a formal meeting was brought about between the Hailwaynieii s Federa¬ 
tion and the Bailwav Department, even the throe points that were raised 
before the Tjobour Department were dropped, and the only point that was 
taken up was the question of retrenchment With all respect to the geiit’emen 
w'ho have spoken and to the President of the 'Rnilwaymen’s Federation, I 
must confess my utter inabilitv to understand how, for instance, n question 
as to how many people should bo emploved bv a particular denartnient, can 
be treated as a justiciable dispute I am waiting, as I said, for the President 
of the Eailwaymen’s Federation to evolve out of the negotiations with the 
Enilway Department some point which might be regarded as justiciable, so 
that the Labour Department mav find it is worth while to intervene and to 
persuade that an adj'udicntion be made Sir, I think that a censure motion » 
not deserved. 

The HOnonntble Sir Edward BentliaU: I should like to sav, at the outset, 
that the Railway Department does fullv appreciate the anxiety of the workora 
Ip the Railways who apprehend that they may come under discharge and I 
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'wcluouae the opportunity oucu again of giving bome information to t’he House 
oil this subject But hrsc 1 thuik 1 should draw the attention ot the House 
to tile terms of the adjournment motion before the House They are the 
ujeelion by the liailway Board ’—it has nothing to do with the Labour Depart¬ 
ment though I am very glad to have had theur position very clearly explained— 
of the demands of the Bailwayineu’s Federation regardmg retienchment ol the 
i.iilway personnel ” A great deal oi whut bus been said m the earlier speeches 
1 elated to post-war scales of pa^ 1 was leluctant to inteirupt a inaideu speecii 
but 1 think a very great deal that has been said today has been irrelevant to the 
subject of the adjournment motion The second speaker, Mr Gurubuami, 
rufeiTud to the different ciasbcs uudei which railwa^meu arc clussihed—the 
diffeieiit categories. Thci^ are in our mmdb thice categories at the inonieni. 
\ou might call them A, B aiul 0 A is the peimancnt men in permanent rail 
wa^ posts and they leall^ hardly come seriously into this discussion Then 
there is the class of tempoiarv men m permanent posts, class B Now the 
Ooveinnient ot India—not the liailwa^t Department alone but the Governineiit 
oi India as a whole—gave an iitidei taking at an eiulj stage of the war that 7U 
pel cent of permanent vacancies would he iC'^erved for ex-service men alter the 


war That is a definite undcitaking b> (loveinment which we h.ive to eiidea- 
Miiir to fulfil Aliy service man who his had, I tlunk, six months service in 
tlie aimy can claim to be coiiKidered undei the terms of this uiideitaking and *-0 
far as the liailways are conceiued, I think the nunibei of temporiirv men m 
pcini.nient posts is likely to be about TO.OiR) But I mn-t point out that there 
have been iii the course of the war no less than 1,50,000 railway men m the 
Defence of India I'nits Thov are classified as lailwavmen and a pioportion of 
them will, of course, qualify foi filling up the 70,000 posts, so that to that 
extent railvvavmen will benefit But the dcmobihiiation of the army will, of 
j^ourse, bo spread over a very consideiable period and the displaecnient of the 
will therofoie he coriesjxnuliiigK slow This class of men m the 

r. cotogorv should have every chince of emplovmcnt either in permanent posts 
Ol ill teiuporarv posts or in new work and it is m the latter, m creating new 
woik m which wo have placed gicat hopes 1 shall refer to that .igain in a 
minute Then, lustlv, there is the thud "ategoiy of tc'iiiporary men m tempo- 
rar\ posts On the liailvvavs vou must nlw’nvs have a largo number of tempo- 
rar\ men emplovcd, men who sre emploved tempoiaulv for various leasons 
It may be that tliev are emploved on a section of the railway where there are 
seasonal demands and whore \ou cannot keep a number of men idle when the 
Myisonal demands are not there Thev mav again be emploved on specific lobs 
which come to an end when the work ceases The man wdio takes on the lob 
Know'S, of course, that he is temporal v and again, in war time in particular, 
here are posts on the liailwavs cieated tor work for other departments Tn 
•is 20.000 men on munitions alone It 

d»n„ .V!v * * railwav work Tt is pnrolv war time work for other 

of wS fo**’ '1 increase of traffic and the large increase 

DorTrv^Jf. on, we have had a large number of tem- 

f traffic fa Is off and wc cannot create wmrk to take its nlace it 

^found Tiit”for ?hftime"‘b"" T*?”* work’^can^^^^ 

f.nr rwell and n T . ^ a ^^olding up 

0 mer When oot found it necessarv to dispense with a large numbe? 


irh^ the general position in which we find ourselves Now, 

BoJil ‘I*® “Object of the adjournment mofion-the rejection bv the Railway 

regarding retrenchment As my 
-labour Member, has pointed out, the AU-India Rail- 
vmen s Federation s demand is that not one single man shall be retrenched' * 
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from the railways A few minutes ago you heard an Honourable Member, 
Mr. Guruswami, stand up and say—^if a single Mussalman is retrenched we will 
brmg the railwaymen out on strike I thmk my Honourable friend was really 
rather earned away in the heat of the moment It is not reasonable to expect 
that the Bailway Department or any other department of Government or any 
employer can give a permanent undeitaking that not one smgle man shall be 
retrenched when there is no work What employer on these benches could give 
such an undertaking as regards his own employees? And yet, that is the issue 
on which It IS sought, to adjourn the House 

Now, the Hallway Board have been ver\ s\mpathetic to the demanda of 
the railwayman We do appreciate the problem, we^ave discussed it carefully 
with them and we are prepared to go on discus'sing it From the end of the 
war to the end of November, 8,377 men have been dischnigcd out of 14,273 
posts which have been scheduled us smplns Now, most of these 8,377 men 
were munition workers discharged after the end of the war when it was no 
longer necessary to carry on munition work or aeioplano repairs m the railway 
workshops 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan lliiral) They 
were employed only during the war’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall I think the largest number affected 
was employed at Golden Bock workshops in Southern India where they weie 
domg aeroplane repairs 

I will show you what we have been able to achieve so far in our go-slow 
policy In November 1,696 po<!t8 were surplus Of this, we succeeded in 
absorbing 1,339, so that in November 357 only were discharged out of a force of 
860,000 raihvavrricn In Dcccrnbei 2 464 posts were declared surplus and we 
have succeeded in absorbing 2 068 so that only 406 men in the w'hole of India 
were discharged in spite of the situation anting out of the end of tho yvar 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan: Wliat is the basis of these discharges^ 

The HOttoiirable Sir Edward Benthall: Absence of work You cannot keep 
them if there is absolutely nothing for them to do 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan: In this line particularly- or in the factorv’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The two things are really synoiiy- 
mouB I should like to say this that my Honourable friend Mr Giuuswumi, 
when he was speaking, said that if his schemes were adopted, unemployment 
or discharges can be icduced That means they will not be eliminated alto¬ 
gether Therefore, what he said was not in accord with the undertaking winch 
he gave to my Honourable friend ^Ir Nauman In fact, my friend knows in 
his mmd, ns he lias indeed said, that this is an extremely difficult problem yvhich 
can only be handled bv the most careful co-operation between the railways and 
their men 

I have no time to go into details—^I should have an opportunity in a month’s 
time—but wo are endeavouring to adopt many what we call alleviations to 
assist the railwavmen to find extia w-oik Revcial of the 16 points which the 
Honour.ible Afover. Sardnr Afamrfil Rni'rh put fnrw'ard have been adopted and 
in any ease they arc all h.iving most c.ucful nttenliou T repeat that we aie 
folloyynng this qne<5tion with the clo<?pst svmpathA Mr Nauman referred to a 
point upon whu-h he has written me That will have cln-se consideration My 
Honourable friend Mr Gnrnswnmi recoimises how difficult the position is and 
I am eertain that in his heart too he reeocnises that it is a position which cannot 
be solved bv direct action in the wav of strikes or anything like that which 
will only create less employment The only wav to solve this is bv pursuing 
the line which we have been pursuing and bv getting together in a co-operative 
spirit I welcome Mr Guruswami's arrival in Delhi because he will keep us in 
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close touch and help us jointly to solve this problem What I have said will, I 
hope, go a long way to meet my Honourable friend, the Mover He has asked 
£or*^adjudication, but 1 think he will really appreciate that the point at issue 
on the adjournment motion is whether or not a single man should bo retrenched 
I think my Honourable fiiend must candidly admit that that is not really a 
point for adjudication I hope he will do so and ask the leave of the House to- 
withdraw the motion for adjournment 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Bural) May I ask, Sir, one question'-' la it not a fact that a large 
number of new works are being opened and a very large number of these 
persons who are being retrenched have got a very great chance of employment 
At least two General Managers have told me that there is great likelihood for 
their employment They have said that nearly every person will be re-ernploye^d- 
and they will give them first priority 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: If 1 might have leave to replv, I 
Bay Yes The Jlailwaymen’s Federation has said 250,000 men are under sen¬ 
tence of death Others liavo said 02(5 000 men and the figures keep on growing 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall That is your figure. 

The HonouraUe Sir Edward BenthMl: I have buid that that figure bears no 
rcscmbluuce to tlie facts The liailway men’s Fedeiation have asked us how many 
men are going to be dispensed w'lth We cannot make a guess All I can say 
IS that we are doing uur best, on the one hand, to go slow wnth disbanding 
railwa>men and, on the other hand to create woik We are going ahead, with 
the rnaxinium activity, to cicato work, us 1 said in my speech and I hope to bo 
able to say more about that when we come on to the Eailwny Budget I do- 
think that what wo are doing and ate tijing to do w'lll go a long way to create- 
a great deal of employment 

Pandit Ba Um s hn a Sharma (Cities of the United Provinces Non-Muham- 
mndun Urban) Sir, on behalf of my Pait\ T nse to support the adjournment 
motion which the llonournble Member Saidai Mnngnl Singh has moved regard¬ 
ing the rotrenchmoiit policy wilh regaid to lailwaynien by the Goveinmeiit of 
India Before I piocced with the actual retionchuicnt policy and demobilisation 
policy in general 1 yyoukl I'ke to sa\ n tey\ voids about the rutthug and roaring 
spcecli that T have heaid fiom Mi \auman He bns aeciised the seconder of 
the’ motion by saving that his speech was iiioie like a Congiess manifesto, 
thereby tbiowing an umc’al and false hint that the Congress talks tall but docs 
not do anything, to achieye its objective Well, Sir, I do not know if the 
Honourable Member has, for the last tw'entv-five years, stopped reading even 
the current history of this land Had he kept his mind and his eves open, he 
would have seen that the Party of which 1 am one of the insignificant members 
IS not a Party which delights m throwing diatnbes and escape the con¬ 
sequences That way we are not clever We say what we do and we do what 
we soy Therefore, it was rather ungracious on his part to sav that wre. the 
members of the Congress Party, indulge m all sorts of tall talks and do nothing 
for achieving our aim 

Ml. Mubaxnmad Naumaii: 1 was referring to that organisation mostly 

Pandit B&lkrlslina Sharma: But you leferred to the Congress manifesto also. 
Perhaps you did it in your zeal 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: No, I meant it The story of congres’^ manifesto 
18 no different 

Pandit Balkrlshna Sharma; Perhaps he meant it 

Mr. iffuhammad Nauman: We have sufficient experience of that m the 
years gone by 

Pandit Balhriahna Sharma: I am not giving way , 
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inv Mubammad ITaumaa: If the Honourable Member makes fimgs at us, 
he must be prepared for retorts. 

Mr. Ohairman: The Himourablc Member is not giving way. 

Pandit Shaxma: This question of retrenchment is an age old 

.question VVe have seen that retrenchments begin to take place after every 
world war VVe witnessed the scourge of unemployment visitmg 
Europe attei the lust world war After this war also, we 
have seen United States seized with strike lever and oven though the Honour¬ 
able the Labour Member has been good enough to give us a picture that the 
Labour Department has not been sleepmg, yet 1 can say that we are here not 
assembled to discuss things department by department Here we are holding 
the whole Government responsible for wTiat thev arc domg m this matter Take 
for mstance the question of demobilisation of the army If 1 urn correctly 
informed, by 31st May 1946, 8,13,937 men are to be demobbed Then agan 
war work and ordnance factories are going to retrench 2,34,(XK) men The 
Indian Navy will retrench about 10,000 men The surplus recruits who have 
already been ictrcnhccd amount to about 1,30,000 and railway retrenchment 
will come to about 3 lakhs 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No 

Pandit Balknahna Sharma: Is it two lakhs? I am ready to come down by 
one lakh So that by the end of May, we will have in this country about 14 
to 15 lakhs of men uueinplo\ed ♦ Now, Sir, whatever the Ijabour Department 
might have done m order to bring togethei the Kailwaymen’s Federation and 
the Hallway Department, and I give ciedit to the Honourable Dr Ambedkur for 
his efforts in this diie(,tioii, yet the question lemuiiib whether the Government 
did ever take into considciutioii this very glaring fact that in about six montbs’ 
tune, they will be relreiichiiig 14 to 15 lakhs me*i and it is their duty as Govern¬ 
ment, which thev have been euphcmistKally calliiig as Goveriiineiit established 
by law m Dritish India, to provide for the ernpiovmeiit of these men who are 
being letrenched, whether by wav of demobilisation or by way of retrenchment 
in various factories. That is the question I do not talk about this that or the 
other Department Have they taken into consideration this question, have 
they any plan, have thev anv scheme which would absorb those men? We 
have heard much about munv planning committees and commissions and we were 
told only tins morning, that perhaps the Finance Deportment will commit us to 
many such schemes over which this House does not get any opportumtv to 
ponder 

Now', Sir, my objection to this lack of Policy is that instead of creating a 
machineiy for employing these men, what the Government have done is that 
they have created some employment exchange bureaus Now, Sir, these 
einplovment exchanges are not going to create employment in the countrv 
The only way in which employment can be created in the countrv is bv start¬ 
ing new industries, bv giving a fillip to those indu'-tries wliich have suffered a 
terrible strain during the war and thus alone can this problem of eniplovment be 
mot But employment exchanges have been created instead What does the 
Government of India's Labour Adviser, Dr J C Jack, say about these employ¬ 
ment exchanges? He says* 

"If employment cxetiAnges »re to provide adequate placing facilities, must be able 
to secure the support both of the workers and the employers If they are merely to provide 
placing machinery, what guarantee is there they will be used by the parties for whom they 
are intended^ The success of employment exchanges in Great Britain was bound up with 
the administration of. unemployment insurance, which was compulsory for the persons affected 
and which enabled a complete industrial record of each insured person to be maintained 
Wilhont some corresponding arrangement, I am sceptical about tno snccess of employment 
exchanges m India '* , 

Now, Sir; this is the only machmerv which the Government of India have 
created and about it, the Govermnent of India’s Labour Adviser has expressed 
liifi doubts 
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Therefore, Sir, the question before us is whether these men who are to be 
fetrenched ^11 find employment Another question is whther the Govem- 
[neiit is seriously intendmg to provide some berth to these men. The Railway- 
nicii’s Federation has placed certain suggestions before the Government and 1 
feel-confident that if those suggestions are accepted, there will be no need to 
retrench 2 to 3 lakhs of men which the Railway Department is mtending to do. 
For instance, reduction of hours of work, extension of workshop production, 
manufacture of locomotives m the country, re-openmg of lines which were closed 
during the war and construction of railway lines to suit the needs of the coun¬ 
try—if all this programme is taken up, there will be no need to retrench those 
men Therefore, I feel that m the absence of anv such undertaking from the 
Government, the House is perfectly justified in passing this motion which is 
before us. 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ghatterjee (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, I have been 
listening with an open mind to the speeches that hove been made on this sub¬ 
ject, a subject m which I am deeply interested Until recently I have been 
Chairman of the National Labour Tribunal here and I have haj something to do 
with such things Now, Sir, although T do support a great deal of what my 
Honourable fnend who spoke last said and do consider that this is just the 
time when the question of employment ot all those who will come out ot war 
emergency jobs ought to be kept in mind, vet. Sir, I feel, verv much embar¬ 
rassed For, I have not been able to understand quite clearlv what is the 
exact issue on which this motion has been moved You remember, Mr Chair¬ 
man, that when you gave permission for this motion to be moved, the Honour¬ 
able Mover, on his own confession, was rather taken by surprise He was not 
ready and probablv he was not clear what was the particular stick with which 
he wanted to beat the Government today, and therefore he asked that if he 
must bent the Government, he might have a little time to sharpen his stick 
or to find at any rate a stronger stick to beat the Government with 

An Honourable Member: Stick or sword? 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. 3. 0. Obattez]ee: Let it be a sword However, Sir, even though he 
jiindo that eloquent speech—and my Honourable fnend is very eloquent—I 
have not been able yet to understand what is the particular issue on which we 
are asked to censure the Government today He first started bv saymg that 
if he got an undertaking from the Railway Member that there would be adju¬ 
dication he would withdraw his motion. I hope I am not misrepresenting bun 
Now, Sir, when the Honourable the Railway Member spoke he said that the 
issue was one of retrenchment, and my Honourable friend did not contradict 
him Therefore what are we asked to censure Government for? Is it on the 
question of adjudication or is it on the question of retrenchment of every 
single man? That is a point which is not made clear, so it is very 
difficult to vote upon, one does not know whether the issue is adjudication or 
retrenchment It is verv unfortunate that mv Honourable friend Mr Nauman 
intervened on quite a different issue He said the issue was that if a single 
Muslim worker <»i the railway were retrenched he will bring them out on strike 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: No, T did not say that That was said by Mr 
Guniswami T said I want mv quota to be made up here and now I said 
no administration can maintain a huge establishment as in war time 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohattsrjee: I stand corrected But what I wanted to 
snv was that to my mind there is no difference between a Hindu worker or s 
Muslim worker or a worker belongmg to the sclieduled classes I feel that thf 
interests of nil workers ore one and the same. Whether it is a question oi 
wages or a question of retrenchment it seems to me that the tuo things .are a« 
elcor as they' should be, ond the very amusing erv of "Hmdii Pnni” or "Mnsliir 

'ha at the railway stations is to mv mind just ns much a misnomer .as tf 
^me and say here that there is such a thing ns a Muslim worker as apart from n 
Hindu worker or a Hindu as nnnrt from a Sikh worker That issue was unfor¬ 
tunate But the point which I wish to make is this; if I am asked to give my 



114 


[22nd Jan 194& 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
[Lt.-Col. Dr J C Chatterjee] 
vote and censure Government on the question of retrenchment I find it difficult 
to do so because it is not onl,> Go\eminent that has to be consideied in thia 
matter, ^sowhere m the world is it possible tor any employer to keep men lor 
whom there is no work If any such pioposition were accepted it would mean 
bankruptcy for the employer, and if Governmeut were to accept the principle 
ill this form it would also mean bankiuptcy tor Government And it is not 
only Government that is concerned m this matter, there is also the taxpayer 
to be taken into account Does my Honourable fnend thmk that taxation 
should continue at the same level as it is today or even be made higher on an 
ever rising scales’ la my Honourable friend prepared to accept the propc^ition 
that this country should go on being taxed to the utmost and therefore industry 
and good livmg oi what 1 might call decent living sllould be destroyed because 
we must maintam an army of men idle and without work because somebodv 
says that if a single worker is turned out the whole railway will bo brought out 
on strikeThat to my mind is an indefensible proposition, you cannot go on 
taxing the country merely because you will not agree to the retrcnclmienl of a 
single individual, particularly when the eniei^enoy for which they were employed 
no longer exists 

Then there is another point and I should like to lay emphasis on it This 
Government lightly or w'loiigly gave an uiideitaking here and all ovei the coun¬ 
try—it was made publicly and there was a great deal of propaganda about it, 
and I think lightly too—that when these men who went to fight their country's- 
battles came back, a ceitain peiceiltuge of posts would be lesoived foi them 
My Honourable friend the Transport Arcinher saitl that was 70 pei cent It 
that IS the figure is it honest or is it right on the part of Goveriimuit that they 
should go back on that undertaking? T bofie many of them did not go merely 
because of that undertaking but went with'a liighei motive But whatever it 
may bo, there is such a thing as the written and spoken word, a guarantee 
which IS given to peojile who according to then lights went to serve their countr\ 
or went to serve the cause which thev I'onsidcicd right and for which they shed 
their blood Now, Sir, if the question of retention of some men stands in tho 
wav of that undertaking T think it is not quite i orrocl and it is not honourable 
I repeat that if this undertaking wcie to he broken it would he imtnoial on the- 
part of this Government Now what is the leiiicds ’ I lully agree that the 
Government of un\ civilised and inodein countr\ nie lespoiisihle for finding 
erriplovnient for the nationals of that eonntiy Thai is a pioposition which had 
been accepted in Great ihitain and the I iiited States and other advanced coun¬ 
tries, that if a man is unable to find ernplo\ment when he is willing to work the 
country at least gives him a dole, and 1 think that this Government cannot 
escape tlieir lesponsihilily to provide reasonable employment for the nationals 
of this countr\ who are walling to work T hope every effort will b(> made in 
that direction, and as far ns I understand from what the Labour Arember and 
the llailwav Member said, they on their part are making sneh efforts T do not 
know how far that is collect or how far their efforts are effective or whether 
they are going to fulfil their pledges in this respect But I do sav with all the 
emphasis at my command that it is absolutely nccessarv thot men should not 
be allowed to starve merely because work cannot be found for them T said 
before that T have something to do with employment exchanges T am sonv 
to sav that at the moment we are unable in these employment exchanges to 
find men for the demands which come to ns from all kinds of emplovcrs T 
admit that this is merely a temporarv ‘-tate of affairs, lhat a time w'lll eniMc 
when the number of men out of work will he far in excess of the demands <hat 
these employment crxchanges are getting Yet at the same time experience m 
other oountnes has shown that cmplo\mont exchanges are verx useful for 
bringing the employers and employees together Tn this con¬ 
nection T would also like to point out that no Government in any eonnlrv can 
be responsible for the employment of the entire manhood or w’omanhood of that 
country, and that it is very largely the duty of loaders of industries that will 
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spring up. I hope they wiU apiing up quicUy ,and will provide wider employ* 
ment, but no country and no Government can find employment all the men 
who are able to work unless the coutry as such is rapidly industrialised. Employ¬ 
ment will come not so much from Government, although it ought to come m 
a measure, greater than at present, but from the new industries which are 
coming into being. 

Sir, I do not wish to weary you any further but I should like to say this, 
that if I am unable to vote for this adjournment it is because 1 do not under¬ 
stand the issues clearly, nor do 1 feel that the time has come to censure Govem- 
inent on this particular issue as their policy has not yet been fully tried and 
their misdeeds or good deeds have not yet had time to be tested and proved so 
that they may be censured on this particular motion. 

Dr. Sir Zta TTddin Ahimwl; Sir, I am reminded of a story which I need not 
relate hare but the conclusion of which is that a kmg cwdered a noose to be 
made and then tried to find out a culprit m the shape of one whose neck would 
fit into that noose and who could then be hanged. So the gallows was pre¬ 
pared first and the culprit was sought afterwards. The same is the case with 
this adjournment motion. The censure ^ould be settled first and then we 
will determine the issue on which to censure Government. The Honourable 
Mover of this motion brought forward only one issue, viz., the Federation 
demanded the appointment of an adjudicator which the Bailway Board refused. 
If we begin to have an adjournment motion on this kind of issue, I am sure, 
the Muslim League Party will have ten motions every day on such issues 
because our demands are turned down definitely by Government every day. If I 
remember correctly, the Honourable the Labour Member said clearly that this 
question is under active consideration of the Labour Department. 

4 r.it. judice, if I may use that phraseology, and to bring a 

motion of adjournment on an issue which is still under consideration, is, I 
think, not desirable We should wait and see what the decision of the Labour 
Department is I thought that after the speech of the Labour Member, the 
Honourable Mover will withdraw his motion 

But this issue was altered altogether by my Honourable friend representing 
the Federation He said that no person should be retrenched. That was not 
the issue m the motion of adjournment The issue has became entirely different, 
and we have to find out not a person whose neck is about six inches in circum¬ 
ference but we have to try and find out a neck which has got about one foot 
circumference so that this noose—this porticular motion of adjournment—^may 
fit him I In this particular case I have great sympathy with the Honourable 
the representative of the Federation, but at the same tijno I believe his demand 
18 irrelevant m this motion My Honourable fnend, Mr Muhammad Nauman, 
who holds similar position as regards Muslim railway employees, drew the atten¬ 
tion of the Assembly to the difficulties which the Muslim railway employees 
have to face and which never receive the sympathetic consideration of the 
Federation, and on account of this they were forced in 1930 to establish a 
Federation of their own and they have ^en fighting all the time to represent 
their cases before the Government, and the Federation have always opposed 
them on the ground that they have got no right to approach the Government 
in that manner. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: They say our Federation should not have recogni¬ 
tion 

Dr. Sir Zla TTddin Ahmad: This argument had some force ten years ago, 
but after the establishment of the Muslim Federation this argument has got 
no force. At any rate, he has changed the issue altogether. I have great 
sympathy with him i because my attention was also drawn to the retrenchment 
of railway employees. I had an occasion to approach two General Managers 
and also the Chief Commissioner of Hallways and mentioned this particular 
thing All the three persons told me that they have got plans of expansion, 
that there is every likelihood that a very large number of these persons who 
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are retrenched will get re-employment and priority will be given to those who 
have been in service before. But my Honourable friend, Pandit Balkrishna 
Sharma, extended the issue still further and I am in very great sympathy with 
him also and 1 would like to extend the issue still further He wants to extend 
the scope to employees in all the departments of the Government I go still 
further I say that it is the duty of the Government to find employment for all, 
whether they are or have been in service or not. Of course the time will come 
to discuss this question and I will discuss it at great length when the question of 
planning and reconstruction comes up before us. I will discuss the whole ques¬ 
tion of finding employment for all, and on this minor issue of whether an 
adjudicator should or should not have been appointed by the Labour Depart¬ 
ment, I would not like to raise a bigger issue But as this question has been 
raised by previous speakers, I will also take this opportunity to express my 
views on this particular question. I think in respect of every planning scheme 
which we undertake in future, we should see that two principles are adopted, 
on these two principles alone T will consider future planning. Mr Chairman, 
you don’t mind if I am irrelevant because the previous speakers were also 
irrelevant? 

Mr. Chalnnan: Go on, go on 

Dr. Sir Zia XTddin Ahmad: Whatever planning is suggested, it should be 
judged on two fundamental principles The first is ‘Food for all’, and the 
second is ‘Employment for all’ We will have an occasion to discuss th s when 
the reports of the Planning and Policy Committees—I do not know what it is; 
1 hear it W'ns published m the newspapeza* but unfortunately I never read news¬ 
papers, I have never heard of tins Policv Committee—come bqfore us Wh.it- 
ever policy we may follow for the future develojiment of India, these two funda¬ 
mental principles must be observed namely, Food for all and work for all 

An HonouraUe Member: Clothes for all 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: A suggestion has been made that I should include 
‘Clothes for all’ I accept the amendment 

Seth Govlnd Daa (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non-Muhammadan): 
Good houses for all 

Dr. Sir Zia Dddin Ahmad; I accept this—also You can go on extending 

this list 

Seth Oovind Das: Good treatment for all 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Suggestions are coming one after another I 
leave that to the subsequent speakers to extend tho scope of this motion of 
adjournment still further by adding nil these 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: Do not forget ‘Education for all’ 

Dr. Sir 'Zia Uddin Ahmad: All right, but my Honourable friend is too late 
to remind mo because he has already missed the bus. 

As regards ‘Food for all’, we have got a very big problem to face. Our 
population is increasing by 1 per cent, every year, so we must have some method 
by means of which at least 1 per cent more food every year is produced, and 
this can bo done either by bringing more land under cultivation or by followmg 
improved methods of cultivation so that we may get more food from the same 
acreage Whenever any proposal comes before this House from the Agriculture 
Department, this is the principle on which I will judge the efficiency of that 
scheme, namely, they increase the food by 1 per cent every year or I should 
say per cent, to keep some margm. 

The second thing is ‘work for all’ I know that a number of schemes will be 
coming before us and we will have to discuss them one by one, but this is the 
mly principle on which we will judge the efficiency of every scheme, namely, 
gii^en the resources at our disposal, I will see how many people it can employ. 
Supposing we have got a proposal costing one crore of rupees. I will ask how 
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many persons can be employed. If it employs 20 persons, I will say no. If it 
employs 2,000 persons, I will say yea. TMs will be my criterion for the accept¬ 
ance of any scheme that comes before us Of course there will be some excep¬ 
tions, for example there are certain industries—^key industries, for instance— 
which will not produce great employment, but by the production that they will 
make, it will place India m a position to employ more men later on So these 
are the points we shall have to consider when we approve any scheme—that 
there should be employment for all, and food for all. My friend reminded me 
that I should still further expand and mclude housing, education and every- 
thmg else 

Shzi Sri Fiakasa: Wliut about the Hindmtan Times for uir> 

Dr. Sir Zia Dddin Ahmad: You take “Hindustan" and give me the time, 
the fourth dimension of Binstem. 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: You read that paper at least You said so at Jhansi 

Dr. Sir Zia Dddin Ahmad: Not oven for money For this thing I have a 
definite suggestion which T will also propound in detail when the opportunity 
comes I say that whenever a question of any company or anvthing is concerned, 
we should not onlv consider the quc««tion of the f>mployer of labour, the question 
of the capitalist, the question of the shareholders, but we must also consider the 
question of fhe workmen who produce good dividends But sometimes the 
dividend is increased up to 200 per cent Then the workmen must work for a 
much longer period in order to give that particular profit to the shareholders 
which is not correct and thciefore that is a thing which we will have to stop in 
order to gue a fair amount of comfort to the labourer At the present moment, 
with the policv wc have, I think it is not the right thing I will tell my friend, 
Ihe Tiabour Member that in his efforts for the piotection of labour ho is catching 
the wrong end of the stick He is doing things that gives him very great 
ad\prtisciiient but truly speaking be ought to have done it from a different angle 
and the w’ork which he ought to take up is that he should have a rule that no 
coinp.inv should be able to pay a dividend of more than six per cent interest, 
sav double the bank rate of interest T say double ihe interest because it coin¬ 
cides with TTindu opinion Whatever profit comes in it must be distributed not 
only among the shareholders but among the workmen and those people responsi¬ 
ble for the production of their wealth If the workmen arc convinced that wlitSt- 
cver w’ork thev do they wull also share in the profit, there will be neither strike 
nor demands for leas hours of work If I know that T am doing the w'ork and 
the w’hole profit will come to me, then I shall be pleased to do the work, other¬ 
wise it becomes indentured labour and naturally the Legislature will see that 
this indentured labour is not misused 

Mr. Ohairman: You have two minutes left 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Then the demand for an adjudicator will not 
arise Why should they want one? They say that their labour is in the nature 
of indentured labour They have to do the work of which they do not get the 
true value including the profits and the advantages thereof and therefore they 
resort to a strike But if they get the full value of their labour and it is not 
of the nature of indentured labour, then probably there will be no strike and no 
demand. 

So I have really spoken on an issue which is absolutely irrelevant but my 
only submission is that every speaker went on enlarging the issue. 

Mr. Chairman: Does any other gentleman wish to address the House ? Mr 
Turner. 

Mr. A. 0. Turner (Government of India* Nominated Official)- I wish to draw 
the attention of the House to the narrow issue before it. It is simply that if a 
single Hallway employee is to be retrenched, no matter how short his length of 
service. Government should be censured for it. I can only say that that seems 
to me a very unreasonable proposition. I was present at the meeting with tfie 
rcnrcsentatives of railway labour on December 5, and it was put to them that 
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this particular demand was palpably unreasonable. As has already been stated, 
the Bailway Board and all railway administrations are doing their utmost to 
secure the re-absorbtion of anyone who may become surplus m his present job. 
But there will be occasions when it will be impossible to retain a certain man on 
a certain railway or in his present post. For example, the Bengal Assam Rail¬ 
way had a very large expansion in temporary staff during the war. Now Uie 
work that the B. A Railway Administration had to carry out during the 
war IS rapidly decreasing and they naturally cannot, when peace time conditions 
are resumed, continue to employ the vast number that they have hitherto 
employed Would il be a reasonable proposition to spend the money of the 
taxpayers of India to keep men idle in any part of the country? It may happen 
that on a particular railway there will be an excess As far as is possible 
what will be done will be to offer them work, may be in other areas But 
should these men elect to remain near their homes, would it be reasonable that 
the taxpayers' money should be spent to keep these men idle near their homes 
because they will not consent to accept employment a little farther away from 
their homes or of a different type from their present work? I submit that that 
would be very unreasonable and in fact the Government would not be discharg¬ 
ing their duties to the taxpaying public, if they were to accept such a proposition 

We have very large schemes by which we hope to employ surplus labour 
I have no doubt that most of the Honourable Members have read from time to 
time of the large schemes which we have under consideration There are many 
new construction works which are now under survey Engineering and traffic 
surveys are being conducted in regard to, I think, some thirty-six new lines. 
All these works will employ a great deal ot labour. We have many other pro¬ 
jects but I must -not anticipate the budget 

Another point is that the matter is not of such immediate urgency because 
the door is still definitely open At the time of our discussions with the repre¬ 
sentatives of railway labour on the 5th December, it was put to them that wo 
should continue as before to take the greatest interest in this matter and we 
said that we would welcome an arrangement whereby a small committee repre¬ 
senting railway labour would be formed which would continue to keep in touch 
with the Railway Board and discuss the progress of these matters from time to 
time These matters are still under close examination by all General Managers 
of railways and they are themselves already taking action As we have heard 
from the Honourable Member for War Transport they are still taking action to 
reabsorb such eniplovees as have become siirjilus on their lines Wo are hoping 
m due time to have the privilege of meting the newly formed committee and 
discussing the matter still further with a view to eliminating to the greatest 
extent possible any hardship that may be occasioned by reason of having to dis¬ 
charge men But the matter does not end there The other side of the House 
has looked at the picture from a wider perspective, viz , the whole problem of 
post-war unemployment in India Tlie railway sphere of employment is admit¬ 
tedly a very large one but it does not embrace even the whole Governmental 
sphere and there will, I imagine, be very many more men involved in regard to 
private concenis The whole. Sir, constitutes a verv large problem though it 
may be irrelevant to the immediate issue before the House The whole problem 
is, however, receiving the very closest attention of Government and the Railways 
will continue to do their part In view of the nature of the proposition I would 
ask my Honourable friend whether he would not on reconsideration, like to 
withdraw his motion, because I think, if I may say so, that it is a little prema¬ 
ture and I think a little patience <m his part will see many of the difficulties 
solved 

Prof. K. G. Baaga (Guntur ettm Nellore: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I 
am not at all satisfied with the position taken up by the Govemmpnt. They 
have not gpven us t^e assurance that they have explored and they do propose 
to explore and utilise every possible opportunity of preventing • retrenchment 
before they actually launched upon retrenchment on the railways. They have 
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already begun I am told, to discharge several thousands of people from a number 
of semi-mihtary workshops for the manufacture of aeroplanes and also their 
component parts They have not told us why these people have been discharged 
before they actually have completed all the processes of negotiations with the 
Bailway administration and th^y came to the conclusion that it was absolutely 
necessary There is no guarantee that if we allow the governincnt to have its 
own way it would really give full satisfaction not only to labour but also to tho 
taxpayer The taxpayer certainly does not wish to bo forced to pay higher 
railway rates than what they are paying but at the same time they do not want 
to see thousands and even tens of thousands of labour to be thrown on tho 
unemployment market, so that it becomes easier for European businessmen and 
concerns to lower the geperal level of wages of our industrial labour and make 
higher piolits foi themselves We are not also quite sure how if and when 
any kind of retrenchment comes to be made the (lovernment is going to dis¬ 
tinguish between one section and another section of railwaymen, between one 
race and another race of milwaymon, between people of one jirovmce and another 
province Wc do not wish to leave so much of discretion to this Government, 
because this Government has not won that much of trust from us 

Then, Sir the raihvaymon ask for adjiiduation of this particular business. 
My Honourable friend Dr Ambedkai says that there is no case for this He 
used the words “justiciable dispute*' HoweAer he may put it, I would like 
him to place himself liefore an impartial thud paitv and I would like the 
Government also to have the eourage to place their case before a third party 
just as the Railwayrncn’s Federation is prepared to When the Railwaymen's 
Federation has got the courage to come forward and make this challenge to the 
Kaihvay Board, why is it that the Railway Board and the Railway Member are 
not prepared to accept it, unless they have something up their sleeves which 
they do not want us to know at present and which they wish to conceal for 
sometime longer. 

The Ilonounible Member said that we should not take up this question of 
adjournment just now, because he was going to give plenty of time to discuss 
this matter at tho time of the introduction of the Railway Budget He is going 
to prepare his Railway Budget On what basis? On the basis of some sort 
of rctronchinent that he must bo putting m He prepares the whole Budget 
on that basis, springs it before us as a sort of fait accompU and puts us m the 
unenviable position of simply throwing out the whole Budget We do not want 
that position We would like him here and now to take a warning from us and 
know what our point of view is m regard to this matter, so that he may grow 
wiser in preparing tho Budget and bring before us a more acceptable Budget 
than would otherwise be the case 

Q'hen there is tho question of hours of labour. My Honourable friend Dr. 
Ainbedkar was making much point about the fact that the President of the 
Railwaymen's Federation was not so very kcqn on this They have been and are 
keen on it but are you prepared to negotiate with them on this matter also? 
The Government says, provided you are not gomg to press for 'no retrenchment’ 
slogan Why should there be any retrenchment, I ask, as long as you can possi* 
bly prevent it? There should certainly be a time lag between the time when 
you open an already closed railway Ime and when it begms to work in full 
swing. During this time lag necessarily you have to carry these people on work¬ 
ing. It is much better that the state should keep these people in employment 
than that they should be thrown on the unemployment market and are you 
willing to do that? .You have not given us any assurance m that direction. 

The Honouable Sir Edward BenthaU: May I ask whether the Honourable 
Member's party agrees that the railways should not retrench one man, whether 
they agree with the Railwaymen’s Federation? 

Prof. E. O. Baaga: My answer is this. My party agrees to this position, 
that the whole question should be placed before an adjudicator. ^ Before him the 
Government will place all their facts and the Railwaymen’s Federation will also • 
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place all their facts Then let him give his judgment We are prepared to abide 
by that judgment Situated as we are, without the book before us, we are un¬ 
able to say what we are going to do. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: If the Honourable Member were on 
the Government Benches, would he agree in a matter of retrenchment to abide 
by the decision of an outside body altogether, thereby abrogating his duty as 
Government? 

Frol. E. O. Banga: It is a beautiful argument There used to be a gentle¬ 
man called Sir Begmald Maxwell who used to talk about rights of Government 
hut that tunc is long past He did not allow us to get into touch with our own 
people until the Government was satisfied that there Vas no more threat to 
peace and tranquillity What has happened? All oiu- people had to be released 
unconditionally and they had to be negotiated with by the Government There¬ 
fore my party will be [irejiiirod to abide by the decision of the adjudicator We 
challenge the Government to place their case before him Till then we shall 
keep an open mind in regard to this m.atter and we are not going to say that 
the Government is doing the right thing 

An Honourable Member: We shall retrench you all I 
The Assembly then adjoiiiiied till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, the 
'23rd January, 1946 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleyen 
of the Clock, ]^^r. Chairman (Sir Cowasjee Jehangir) in the Chair. 

MEMBERS SWORN 

Nawab Siddique Ali Khan, M L.A. (Central Provinces and Berar: 
Muhammadan); 

Mr T Chapman-Mortimer, M L A (Nominated Non-Oflioial), 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola IJaroon, M L A (Smd Muhammadan Rural). 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE 
Objkcts on wiiini Aviation share of Petrol Tax Fund was expended 
Sir Ctunmath Bewocur (Secretary, Posts and Air Department) Sir, 1 lay on 
the table a statement showing the objects on which the Aviation share of the 
Petrol Tax Fund was expended during 1944-45: 


SkUemerU 

Objrots 
(i) CLUBS 

Granta-m-aid to Ftying Clubs in India 
Finsnoial Assistance to Indian Gliding Association 
(11) EXPEBBCENTAL 
Atrerajt 


'Exmamxmn 

(Rupees) 


77.069 

S.000 


Operation and maintenonoe of the Wind Tunnel at the Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore for carrying on certain tests on 
aircraft .4,776 
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MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Onairmaii: Now we come to adjournment motions agam There is a 
motion in the name of Sardar Mangal Singh about the Bretton Woods Agree¬ 
ment, which IS barred 

Expenditure on British Parliamentary Delegation to India 

Mr. OtaAimum: The next one also comes from Sardar Mangal Singh about 
the “willingness of the Government of India to foot the bill of the British 
Parliamentary Delegation to India”. 

What are the facts? Will any Honourable Member of the Government tell 
us the facts? 

The EiEioiirahle Sir Archibald Bowlanda (Finance Member): The answer to 
that IS that it is mc(»:rect. His Majesty's Government are paying all the 
expenses of the Delegation All that the Government of India is domg is 
providmg them with some office facilities and an officer to conduct them on 
their tours. 

Mr. Qhalrmaii: As the facts are incorrect I rule it out of order. 

Mr. Ohalrmaa: Then there is one about Bretton Woods again, from Mr. 
Manu Subedar It is out of order—^it is covered by previous rulmgs 

( 121 ) A * 
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Inaction, re Deletion of Sections 111 to 121 or Goveenmbnt of India Act 

Mr. Ohairmaa: Then we come to Mr Menu Subedar’s adjournment motion 
to censure “the failure of Government to make any progress in regard to the 
deletion from the Government of India Act of sections 111 to 121 (both inclu¬ 
sive) m spite of the overwhelming opinion in all sections of the population on 
this subject passed by the House on 4th April 1945“ 

This involves legislation which cannot take place in this House and therefore 
under the rules cannot be discussed, as stated in ruling No. 43 of the Selec¬ 
tion of llulings (Mr Manu Subedar rose to speak ) I am not giving a ruling 
till I hear the Honourable Member The ruling says that the Govennnent of 
India 18 not competent to legislate, under the rules therefore it cannot be 
discussed on an adjournment motion. Again there cjinnot bo any urgency as 
defined by rulings, w’hen this Honourable House discussed this question at 
great length, and the Honourable Member, Mr Manu Subedar, took a very 
prominent part in that discussion in the last session of this Assembly Under 
these circumstances I cannot see how it is m order, but I am quite prepared 
to hoar the Honourable Member, ]V£r Manu Subedar, if he can put forward 
anything else 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian IVIerchants* Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir, when tins resolution was mtroduced m the last session, it was 
held m order All that we were making was a recommendation to the Govern¬ 
ment of India to take steps to get these sections deleted T agree that these 
sections could not be deleted and no legislation on tho subject can be passed, 
by this House the legislation on this subject can onl^y come from Parliament; 
but it IS for tins Government to take such steps, within their limited scope, 
as they can, and the Government of India accepted the resolution and promised 
to take certam steps and tho further promised that they 

will report what stops they have taken, whut conversations took place 

with His Mojesty’s Govennnent, what piogress was made No such reports 
have been given to us It is a vear now 1 do not know how much time you 
would give me, otherwise I would read out all the undertakings given by them 
and their breach Many undertakings were given, T have got them verbatim 
from Sir Ardeshir Dalai and from Sir Edward Benthall These undertakings 
were given, and the last woid on the subject comes from the mouth of His 
Excellency the Viceroy—^the words must have been put there bv some unwise 
councillor of his—that nothing can be done with regard to these sections till a 
treaty is formulated between the two countries In other words, ihe entire 
undertaking, as it was given to us m this House, has been foiled and nullified. 
The urgency of this motion arises m this way, that this is the first occasion 

when we meet when I can brmg up this matter before the House, and I 

therefore submit that this Assembly should be permitted to censure this Gov¬ 
ernment for not having effected what they promised to effect, for not having 
carried out the undertakings which they gave and for not having reported pro¬ 
gress no paper has been circulated to us as to what the mission of Sir Ardeshir 
Dalai did and what the special officer did under him in the person of Sir .Tercmy 
Baisman No particulais have been given to the House,and it is therefore in 
disregard of the powers and privileges of this House and * therefore we want to 
censure this Government 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan llural)^ 
This subject was discussed in April 1045 and while on this question of urgency, 
will it not be more correct to say that this House is different from the Houso 
of 1945 and that January 1946 is different from April 1945? 

Mr. Ohairmaa: There is a difference between a Besolution and an adjourn¬ 
ment motion The arguments of the Honourable Member were for a Besolution. 
I have got to rule on an adjournment motion. While having the fullest 
sympathy with the Honourable Member in the cause he is pleading, I have got 
to give a ruling according to the previous rulings but I would like to hear the 
Honourable Member of Government as to what he has to say im the points 
raised by Mr. Manu Subedar with regard to urgency 
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Tbe Honouiabls Sir Azdeslilr Oalsl (Member for Planning and Development): 

I have no desire to minimise the importance of this question You have very 
correctly pointed out that this involves legislation in another sphere and 
therefore it cannot be admitted under iJie clause regarding urgency. The points 
raised by Mr Manu Subedar refer to the merits of the question which can 
e.asily be discussed in a Resolution or in any other manner that the Honourable 
Member desires It is not that Government have not taken any action on the 
Resolution that was passed in the Assembly last April. Action has been 
taken As a matter of fact, action has still further been taken and if the 
Honourable Member desires further information on the subject as to what is 
being done, he can put down a Resolution or discuss it in any other manner 
and we will be very pleased to give him information I think it is due to 
the House that the information should be given 

Mr. M. Aaal All (Delhi General) I shall deal with the question of urgency. 
It is admitted that a Resolution was passed in this House to the effect that 
certain provisions of the Government of India Act ought to be repealed by Par¬ 
liament and this Government would take steps to see that that was done. 
Whatever Sir Ardeshir Dalai has said today seems to point to some action 
having been taken Sir Ardeshir has not said a word to enlighten us as to 
what is the nature of that action All that we know about it is that whatever 
action was taken by the Government has resulted m the resignation of Sir 
Ardeshir Dalai If that is all that has been done by the Government and if 
that is the result of the steps that have been taken by the Government, I think 
we arc perfectly within our rights in saying that a contingency has arisen when 
we should censure the Government for not having taken those steps which 
should have gone to the implementation of that Resolution So, the urgency is 
there The Honoiimhie Member has had to resign Is there no urgency about 
it? Are we not aware of the fact that he has actually tendered his resigna¬ 
tion after having taken certain steps It is obvious that those steps have fallen 
flat Has the Government ever offered any explanation to us? They have not. 
T think therefore we are nerfectly within our rights to censure the Govern¬ 
ment for not taking effective steps to implement the Resolution which was 
passed by this House and today we are not prepared to hear any lame excuses 
about it 

Mr. Ohairman: I think the Honourable Member for Government remarked 
that there is no urgency about this Besides that, according to the rules, an 
adjournment motion cannot be moved where it involves legislation which is not 
within the competence of this House I must, I am afraid, rule this out of 
order 

Dlwaa Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Mr Chairman, I 
have heard every word of the discussion If you have not t«ken the final plunge 
in ruling this out of order, may I say a word in regard to this matter. What 
is it that wo want to discuss? There was a certain undertaking given by the 
Oovemnient in regard to this matter We arc now not asking the House to 
implement the passing of any legislation which we are not competent to pass 
All that we are saying is this—that an undertaking was given The Viceroy's 
speech puts an end to that undertaking This is the first time that we come 
before the House to draw the attention of the House to a breach of that 
undertaking That undertaking is serious enough The breach is much more 
serious than the undertaking itself and surety what other occasion could we 
have had to bring this matter before this House, which is of such an urgent 
nature where an undertaking given by the Government is broken. Surely this 
18 a matter serious enough ' ^ 

Mr. Ohalmum: We have had enough discussion on this matter 

Mr. Manu Subedai: May I read out the undertaking of Sir Ardeshir Dalai 
and Sir Edward Benthall? They have broken this imdertaken. 

Mr. ObBlrman: I have got to give a ruling according to previous rulinga 
about adjournment motions. All your arguments are quite valid about the 
Besolution but no adjournment motion can be moved on a question whia^ 
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involves legislation which is not within the competence of this House That is 
one of the reasons for ruling out this adjournment motion It is quite clearly 
laid down and therefore I very much regret that I have to rule it out of order. 
I rule it out of order 


Bussian Aoobbsbion against Persia 

Mr. Chairman: The next one is from Mr. Ahmed E H. Jaffer He wishes 
to discuss 

*(a) Tho recent action of a military nature on the part of the Government of USSR 
against the sovereignty, integrity and independence of a neighbouring and friendly state 
of Persia, whereby the very existence of that State is in a deadly peril, 

(bj the amazing ineptitute of the Government of India (hsplayed by its amazing failure 
to take any action of any kind with regard to the want on and unprovoked aggression 
agiinst the neighbouring and friendly state, and 

(c) by this failure to take any action against the Government of USSR, the present 
Government of India has completely lost the confidence of this Assembly and the people 
of India in general and the 100 million Mnssalmans of India in particular * 

The Governor General has withheld his consent to this motion The motion 
cannot be moved 

Mr. Ahmed Ehrahlm Haroom Jaflw (Bombay Southern Division Muham¬ 
madan Bural) It IS a matter of regret 

Mr. Chairman: You canno< argue this The motion has been disallowed by 
the Governor General I have no further power in regard to the motion, nor 
the House 


Mr. Chairman: The next one i.» No 17 from Diwan Ohaman Lall, about 
the use of Indian troops m Indonesia This has already been discussed 

Diwan Chaman lAll: Would the Government desire to have a second dis¬ 
cussion on this matter? 

Mr. Chairman. Even if the Gkivemment desire it, I could not allow it 

Deaths of I N.A Men in Montgomery Jail 
Mr. Chairman: I come now to No 18 This is also from Diwan Chaman 
Da’l He wishes to discuss the death of three I N A men in Montgomery 
Jail as a result of assaults upon them by the Jail authorities while they were 
in custody under orders of the Central Government 

A definite allegation has been made by Mr Chaman Lall that three I N A. 
men were assaulted by the jail authorities I would like to have some informa¬ 
tion on this from the Government 

Mr. F. Mason (Government of India Nominated Offieial) * I am afraid that 
the motion 18 based on information which is incorrect I myself was very puzzled 
when I first saw the motion, because I have heard nothing of this incident nor 
had any one m Delhi T have made inquiries and I find that no such case 
has occurred There has been no case of three I N A men dying in Montgo¬ 
mery Jail I believe I do know the incident to which the Honourable Member 
has referred but I can assure bim that it was a purely provincial matter. It 
has nothing whatever to do with the I N A or the Central Government 

Mr. Chairman: I want this to be made perfectly clear Is your statement 
to the effect that the I N A men were not concerned m any affair in Montgo¬ 
mery jail which resulted in their deaths? 

Mr. P. Mason: -Yes, Sir 

Diwan Chaman Lall: May I say one word m regard to this matter? I am 
Indeed very surprised that my Honourable friend should say that he was puzzled 
when he got notice of this adjournment motion and that he had not heard 
about it nor had anybody else in Delhi It is apparent Jhat my Honourable 
fi^iend or his department do not read the newspapers It is quite apparent that 
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they are unaware of the facts connected with these matters which appear not 
only in the provincial press but, 1 believe, m the Delhi press also. A report 
was published in the press givmg the names of the three I.N A. men who, 
amongst others, had been assaulted m the Montgomery jail on the 19th of 
October 1945 Thereupon, after the elections, 1 gave notice of an adjourn¬ 
ment motion. The news that appeared m' the press was not contradicted by 
anybody It is only after the news bad appeared m the press and 1 had given 
notice of an adjournment motion regarding this matter, and it was days after¬ 
wards, that the Provincial Government issued a rejoinder to the effect that 
press report is not correct But to this day the Government of India have not 
issued any statement on the subject. . . . 

Mr. Ohairmsn: Has th^ Provincial Government issued a rejoinder that that 
IS incorrect? 

Dlwan Ohamaa Lall: Yes, they said that they made an inquiry and they 
found that it was not correct But I am challenging all that Before my 
motion IB ruled out of order, 1 want my Honourable friend to teM this House 
what 18 the source of his information, what are the inquiries that he has made, 
how has he satisfied himself that these are not the three T N A men and 
that their deaths did not take place on the 19th October in Montgomery jail? 

Mr. P. Mason: I have information regarding the I N A men and no I N A 
man died in the Montgomery jail I did, however, go a step further and 

inquired from the Provincial Gkivemmeni whether any incident had 

taken place They explained to me that an incident had taken place but it 
had nothing to do with the I N A men Any further question on the matter 
should be addressed to the Provincial Government 

Diwaa Ohaman I«a]l: May I ask my Honourable friend whether it is a fact 
that there were I N. A men detained in the Montgomery jail on the 19th 

OctoberIs it a fact that an assault did take place on the detenus on the 

10th October? Is not his information only the false and lying information 
uhich might have been given by the Provincial Government or has he any 
independent information regarding this matter? 

lb. Ohairman: I take it that the Honourable Member (Mr. Mason) makes 
a definite statement that no I N A men were concerned in any assault in 
Montgomery jail 

Mr. F. Mason: That IS correct. 

Mr. Ohaixmaa: Then, 1 must rule it out of order on the definite statement 
made by the representative of the Department 

Diwaa Ohamaa Lall: What is that definite statement? 

Mr. Ohairman: I have repeated the definite statement three times to make 
things certain I do not want to do anything uncertain. I want to be as fair 
as I can. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Do I take it that his denial is that all his information 
consists of this, tliat he has made an inquiry from the Provincial Government. 
Has he any mdependent source of information? 

Mr. Ooairman: He takes full responsibility for the statement he makes in 
this House. I must accept his statement 


Scaling down of Great Britain's Sterling Debt to India 
Mr. Ohairman: The next adjournment motion also stands in the name of 
Diwan Chaman Lall It runs thus "The announcement that the grant of a 
loan by America to Great Britain is hkely to lead to a scaling down of the 
sterling debt being owed by Great Bntain to India ” 

Where is this official statement that the sterling debt is being scaled down? 
Diwan Ohaman Lall: You will find generally in the press that statements 
have been made to this effect. I believe there is a clause also that the 
British Government will undertake to come to some sort of terms regarding the 
reduction of the sterling debts. 
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Mr. Ohalrman: You must be definite m your statement. What is the definite 
statement you are makmg? 

Diwan Obaiiiaii Lall: The definite statement is this that it is part and parcel 
of the loan agreement 

The Honottrable Sir Archibald Bowlaada: I do not think Diwan Chaman Lall 
IS correct In the first place, 1 want to pomt out that this is an agreemeuu 
between the United Kingdom and the United States of America India was 
not a party to it and is not bound m any way by it There is nothing in the 
agreement which says that it is a condition of the loan that the sterling debt 
owed by Great Britain to India should be scaled down, and we have made it 
perfectly clear to His Majesty’s Government that we«are not in any way bound 
by any arrangements 

Mr. Ohaiimaa: This motion is based on rumours 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I draw your attention to a statement? Here is 
a statement which must have come to my Honourable friend’s notice which 
was issued by Sir Chunilal B Mehta immediately this announcement was 
made 

Mr. Ohairman: But he is not a member of this House 

Diwan Ohaman ZAU: I am coming to the point itself He says 

“The total debt of Britain la taken at 14,000 million dollars including that of Canada 
According to the scheme the sterling area countries and Canada would have to write of 
their dues from Britain from 14,000 million dollars to 7,600 million dollars and would 
have to further provide 3,000 million dollars in their own currencies to iinanci* Britain 
for imports fiom them during the next five years 

I take it that my Honourable friend does not challenge that statement Is 
it or IS it not a fact that the 14,000 million dollars being owed by Great 
Britain would have to be sealed down to a sum of 7,500 million dollars? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlanda: Nothing of the sort 

iDlwan Ohaman Iiall: India would have to bear a part of this reduction 

The Himourable Sir Archibald Bowlanda: India is entirely free to take 
whatever line it likes vis-a-vt9 the United Kingdom and I have made this 
perfectly clear to His Majesty’s Government 

Mr. Manu Subedar: His Majesty’s Government has given an undertaking 
that they will reduce their sterlmg liabihties. It is part of the specific terms 
which the United Kingdom Government have agreed to, and the apprehension 

IS 

Mr. Ohairman: That is the apprehension in India, I admit, but the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member has denied it 

Mr. Manu Subedar: So, we need not apprehend that there will be any 
scaling down 

Mr. Ohairman: He did not say that 


YABN SOARCITY FOR MADRAS FRESIDBNOY HaNDLOOM WEAVERS 


Mr. Ohairman: The next adjournment motion is m the name of Prof. Banga 
and runs thus. “The artificial creation and intensification of unemployment and 
under-employment of weavers due to yam scarcity for handloom weavers of 
Madras Presidency, caused by Government’s action m increasing the export of 
yam from Madras Presidency’’. 

Will the Honourable Member tell me when the Madras Government 
increased the export of yarn? 

Ptol. H. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadon Bural) It was 
increased in September 1945, but I speak subject to correction It is open to 
the Honourable Member there to tell us when it happened. The consequences 


arg there. 


I )i 
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Mr. Ohalrman: 1 see that notice of a liesolution has been given and it has 
drawn the first place on the 31st January. The resolution stands in the name 
of Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang and it runs thus* 

“This ABsemhly rpcomnicncls to the Governor General in Council to pass emergency 
ordinance compelling cotton textile mills to release at least one-third of the yam manu¬ 
factured ljy thtm for the use of handlooms '* 

There is some connection between the two, but I am not prepared to say 
that it completely covers it I have read it for the first time Now, I take 
your adjournment motion, as it stands, and where is the urgency? 

Prof. N. O'. Bangs: The urgency is m the creation of unemployment 
Mr, Ohairman: That is not urgent. Unemployment has been there for a 
long time ' 

Prof. N. O. Bangs: it has been artificially created m the Province of Madras 
by the measures taken by Government in exporting yam out of Madras presi¬ 
dency and this has created acute short supply of yarn for the weavers who are 
already there Thus unemployment has beep specially created now 

Mr Chairman: Your point, I take it, is that due to this export of yam, 
the, position has become much worse It was had enough, but it has become 
much worse now and you want to censure the Guv emrneut for having exported 
yarn out of Madras presidency Is that the point? 

Prof. N. O'. Bangs: Yes, Sir 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Euque (Commerce Member) Exported 
w'hereto'^ Out of India from Madras Presidency? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh (Member for Industries and Supplies): 
As you have pointed out, Sir, the whole question of allocation of yam from 
cotton mills to handlooms in the vanous provinces in India, including the 
Madias presidency, is likely to come up for discussion on the Resolution which 
occupies the first place on Slst January Our information is that there is no 
decicaso in oinplovment in Madias presidency from previous years Figures 
and full details will be given to the House in the debate on that Resolution 

The Ghairmau: The whole matter will be dibcussed on Slst January 
Prof. N. O. Banga: My subniibsiou is this We arc not in lull possession of 
the tacts in regard to that Resolution It is open to my Honourable friend 
to get up and say that even as it is the Indian mills are able to supply over 

33^ per cent and even more of the total yarn produced by them to hand- 

loom weaveis and theiefore this question does not arise at all. Unless we know 
the fu’i facts in regard to the Resolution tabled by my Honourable fnend Syed 

Ghulum Rhik Nairang, it is not possible for us to be satisfied. 

Mr. Chairman: Is the Honourable Member Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang pre¬ 
pared to give an undertaking that he will move his Resolution? 

Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang (East Punjab: Muhammadan) I will certainly 
move it. 

Mr. Ohaizman: Then 1 rule this adjournment motion out of order. 

Prof. H. O. Banga: But that does not cover the subject matter of my motion. 
Mr. Ohairman: I have already given you, Prof. Ranga, a good deal of lati¬ 
tude. Let me proceed to the next motion. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: 1 have not been heard at all. Where Is the latitude? 

Mr. Ohairman: On the filst January you will have your full say. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: But on something else. 

Mr. Ohairman: On this very thing That Resolution gives you much wider 
scope to have your full say. 

Mr. Ohairman: The next motion relating to Bretton Woods Contexenoe la 
barred. 
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Food Faiqnb in South India Distbiots 
Hr. OhaliHiaii: The next motion is in the name of Prof. Banga. This 
relates to the “failiure of Government to prevent the growing extreme scarcity 
of foodgrains and the consequent widespread black-marketing and the spread of 
food famine in the districts of Ghittoor, Anantapur, Cuddappah and parts of 
Eumool and Nellore of Bayalaseema”. 

I presume you want to draw the attention of the House to the very serious 
conditions prevailing in this part of India with regard to food problems 

Plot. N. O. Banga: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. M. B. Masani (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban)' Sir, before 
you call upon the Honourable Member m charge of this subject to deal with this 
matter, may I draw your attention to a similar motion standing m my name 
lower down in the list, No 36 or 87, I thmk That deals with the same situa¬ 
tion created both m the districts referred to m this motion of Prof Banga as 
well as the entire southern and western parts of India I believe, Sir, that if 
that motion were admitted, my Honourable friend Prof Banga would not mind 
. incorporating bis motion in that Both of them might stand together 

Mr. Ohairman: If this is admitted, then you will have to have your say on 
this 

Mr. M. B. Masani: What I am submittmg is, Sir, that since my proposition 
is much wideri subject to my Honourable friend Prof Banga’s consent, perhaps 
my motion can take the place of his 

Ifr. Ohairman: We have not yet reached your motion 
Mr. M. B. Masani: That IS why T am drawing your attention to it. If 
Prof Banga does not press his adjournment motion, then we can deal with it 
now 

Mr. Chairman: T can give no undertaking. 

Prof. B. O. Banga: 1 do not mind if you keep it in suspense until you find 
it possible. Sir, to admit the other one. Then I need not move mine 

Mr. Ohairman: I cannot give any undertaking Either discuss this adjourn¬ 
ment motion straightaway or you will withdraw it We will do our best when 
Mr Masani's motion is reached and see if it is in order to be admitted. 

Sxl T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar (Madras* Indian Commerce); It can come in 
as an amendment to this 

Mr. Ohairman: That cannot be done. 

Mr. M. B. Masani: In that case, may I take it that even if Prof. Banga’s 
motion is admitted, mine will not be debarred 

Mr. Ohairman: It will be precluded. If it deals with the same subject, you 
cannot deal with it again. If Prof. Banga withdraws his and let yours come on, 
then you can discuss it But let us hear what the Government Member has 
got to say. 

Mr. B. B. Sen (Government of India Nominated Official). There ore several 
adjournment motions on the subject of food. The suggestion has been made 
and discussed whether instead of having these various adjournment Tnotions 
dealing with various aspects of food problem, it will not be better to have a full 
dress food debate dealing with the food situation in India as a whole If this 
suggestion should be put forward, 1 believe the Honourable the Leader of the 
House will be able to set apart days for its discussion. 

Mr. Ohairman: Is this an undertaking on the part of the Government to set 
aside days for food debate? 

The EonouraUe Sir Edward BenihaU (Leader of the House)* If it is the 
desire of the House, the Government will be pleased to set aside two days for 
discussion of the food situation 

Mr. Ohairman: In view of this, I suggest that all these adjournment motieng' 
relating to food should be withdrawn. 
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Mr. M. B, Masaoi: A two days debate would be much more satisfactory.. 
But before you call on us to withdraw our motions, would it not be proper to 
have definite dates suggested for discussion of this subject, in view of the extreme 
urgency of the problem? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I make this definite suggestion It 
13 hoped that the Bretton Woods debate will conclude on 29th January If that 
is so, then it would be possible to hold the food debate on Wednesday, the 80th 
January and Friday, the Ist February On the Slat January, there will be non- 
official Eesolutions. But if the House wishes to discuss the food question for 
two consecutive days, 30tli and 31st January, it would be possible to move the 
Governor General to alter the Resolution day from the 3l8t January to 1st 
February But I think it vvould be quite convenient to have the food debate on. 
Wednesday, the 30th January and Friday, the let February. 

Syed Ohulam Bhlk Nairaag: Before any decision is taken on the points 
suggested by the Honourable the Leader of the House, allow me to point out 
that it will be most inconvenient for me to have my Resolution which is already 
set down for 3l8t January shifted to 1st February as suggested by the Honour¬ 
able the Lender of the House 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I suggest then that the debate should 
take place on 30th January and let February. 

Mr. M. B. Maaani: What would happen m case the Bretton Woods debate 
extends longer than one day ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I think we should be able to cover 
this food subject in two full days. 

Mr. Ohalrnum: The undertaking is very satisfactory I take it that Honour¬ 
able Members having accepted this undertaking will withdraw their adjournment 
motions with regard to this important subject of food. 

Prof. E. O. Banga: I withdraw 

Mr. M. Aaal AU: Sir, can adj'oumment motiona be withdrawn like this with¬ 
out the sanction of the House? 

Mr. Ohairman: I ruled them out of order but, if it is so desired, I shall ask 
the House whether the Honourable Members have leave to withdraw them. 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aziiul Huque: Sir, that will be setting up a new 
precedent This motion of adjournment has not been moved and so the House 
IS not in possession of it An adjournment motion is not in order until you rule 
it in order and then •the Mover moves it, and it is*bnly then that the House is in 
possession of it and can give leave for its being withdrawn. I hope my Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Mavalonkar will support me m this. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor. 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Twenty-five persons have to signify their assent 
first 

Mr. Ohairman: I see there is a rule here and I am not prepared to interpret 
that rule immediately I will take the advice of Honourable Members here and 
will leave it as it is until the next occasion arises and the President decides the 
point 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City Muhammadan’Urban): Qir, I think it is 
rather an important matter and a n regj^ ent should not be created which will 
perhaps recoil on us later on You^iymg to ascertain from the ^over and the 
Leader of the House or Governmmt whether this motion should be admitted 
by you or not, and you have not yet given your ruling that this motion has been 
admitted by you and no question of withdrawal therefore arises If you had 
given your ruling apd the motion then had been moved, this question might 
have arisen. Bm you have not yet admitted the motion. 

Mr. Ohairmui: We will come to a compromise before admitting the motion. 
So there it stands No sanction of the House is required. 
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LBOISLATIVE ASSEaiBLY 

Trbatmbnt to I. N a Detenus. 

Mr. Ohalnnan: The next motion stands in the name of Shri Mohan Lai 
Saksena who wants “to discuss and censure the Government for the treatment 
meted out to the I N A men in detention camps” 

T think the TTonourahle Member should be a little more definite What are 
these detention camps and what is this treatment romplained of? 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
Sir, you may have read reports in the papers that there have been complaints 
about ill-treatment in all 1. N A camps,—^Nilgaii], Bahadurgarhi Jubbulpore, 
and all the rest of them 

Mr. Ohainnan: The Bahadurgarh camp matter is coining up very soon; it is 
on the agenda 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: I did not know it was coming When I sent in 
my notice there had been complaints from all camps 

Mr. Ohalrman: It is mdefimte 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: No, Sir, it is quite definite, I submit 

Mr. Chairman: Diwan Chaman Lall has a motion on the agenda about the 
Bahadurgarh camp, and this is definite If the Honourable Member Mr. 
Saktiena can give me one or two camps I can ask the Honourable Member for 
Government to reply 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: I can give an mstonce from Lucknow itself The 
whole question is about the policy of Government, the instructions given by 
Goverinnont and how far they are carried out Yesterday I read a report that 
certain I N A men have been brought to a camp in Bengal and they had no 
food for days together 

Mr. Chairman: This is rather wide, I wish you could confine it to particular 
camps so that we could discuss the matter pioperly This may be considered 
favourably when we come to the motion on Bahadurgarh camp, but the Honour¬ 
able Member must give one or two camps lor the Member of Government to 
give an answer 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: There are so many camps and we cannot bring all 
of them into an adjournment motion. It is a question of pohey of Government 
m regard to the treatment of these men 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, the policy—^if that is the intention of the Honourable 
Member—^is that I N A men are m exactly the same position as members of 
the Indian aniiy who are in detention until their cases are inquired into. They 
are treated while in detention m exactly the same way as other sepoys or other 
ranks or officers of the Indian army who are m detention. That means that 
from the point of view of food, clothing, accommodation and all other extemiJs 
of life, except freedom of movement, they are treated in the same way as servmg 
ranks of the same rank as their own If there are specific instances which the 
Honourable Member wishes to bring that is a different matter, but that is the 
general policy And I should like to mention the fact that there have been 
a very large number of rumours which have appeared in the press. 1 have 
seen several—and 1 think we have contradicted all that we have seen—which 
«re entirely without foundation; so that it is very difficult to answer these 
unless the Honourable Member is a httle more specific. 

Mr. Ohalnmn.: I think the Honourable Member should be more specific in 
an adjournment motion, and this is rather vague. There is one motion coming 
up which pins the discussion down to a certain camp and there is nothmg to 
stop Honourable Members from bringing m other camps. But I cannot allow a 
motion which is so vague because it will not lead to a proper discussum. 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Sir, I regret I was not listenmg to what xny Honourable 
' inend Mr. Mason was saying. There are altogether three or foiur camps about 
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\vhich complaints have been received and the press has taken this matter up. 
Leaving aside all other camps 1 am at the moment concerned with the Bahadur* 
garh camp. 

Mr. Obaiimaa: That is coming up. 

Mr. M. Asal All: In so far as that camp is concerned, Government invited 
certain press reporters to go and visit it and these press reporters had facilities of 
interviewing these prisoners They received certain complaints which were 
ventilated in the press and they are before every one. Similarly take the 
Nilganj camp The Honourable Member himself admitted the other day th. L 
there was shooting there and the facts of that case are tragic I know a certain 
inquiry has taken place there and certain results have been reached, but they 
Rre most unsatisfactory Similarly complaints have been received about other 
camps When the motion refers to this ill-treatment it naturally refers to the 
ill-treatment in these different camps It is not a roving inquiry. All that we 
wish to say is that the treatment meted out in these three or four camps is 
such that in our opinion Government ought to be censured It is a definite and 
a specific matter 

Mr. Ohalrman: I think it will meet the purpose of the Honourable Member 
if we get to the adjournment motion to be moved b> Biwan Chaman Lall m which 
he mentions a specific camp, and I am sure the Chair then will not disallow a 
reference to other camps to illustrate what is meant That will be a much more 
satisfactory method of doing it 


Non-Belease of Detenus under Ordinance No. 3 of 1044 
Mr. Ohalrmaa: The next motion also stands in the name of Shri Mohan Lai 
Saksena who wishes “to censure Government for not releasing the detenus 
detained under Ordinance No 3 of 1944” 

Where is the urgency of this when they have been detained for a long time? 

S|t. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Eural) 
There is detention every day and every day it is urgent 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Sir, as you know, in England immediately the war 
was over detenus were released We were told that this Ordinance was framed 
on tho model of the English Ordinance We hoped that immediately on the 
termination of the war these detenus m India would be released or in any case 
that the orders would not be renewed But in January they were duo to be 
released and they have still not been released, and it appears that fresh orders 
hove been issued for their detention. My submission is thot Government should 
be censured for that, there is no emergency now and they should not be detained. 

The Honourable Six John Thorne (Home Member). I have a preliminary 
point to make If you. Sir, do not accept that, perhaps you will give me an 
opportunity to make a further submission. My preliminary point is that this is 
a matter which is covered by a Besolution which appears on tiie paper as No. 1 
for the 4th February next, and if I correctly understood your ruling of yesterday 
on a similar point, this adjournment motion is out of order. 

Mr. Ohalrman: What is your point? 

The Hononxable Sir John Thorne: My point is that included in the Besolu¬ 
tion, which appears on the paper as No. 1 for February the 4th, is a recommenda¬ 
tion to release immediately all other political prisoners under detention or in 
imprisonment. That clearly includes the prisoners who are under detention 
under Ordinance IH. 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Mr Chairman The two points are entirely different I 
do not understand how Sir John Thome can say that one point is covered by the 
other. Here we seek to censure the Government for not releasing the detenus, 
and eveiy day that passes and certain persons continue to be detained, the 
urgency increases. The other Besolution deals with a positive matter, m that 
we ask the Government to release all the political prisoners. The two things are , 
•enturely different* one is negative and the other is positive. 
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Sri K. Ananthaaayanam Ayyaagu: May I know when notice of the adjourn¬ 
ment motion was given, for under Buie 12, sub-clause (iv), it is stated definitely 
that an adjournment motion is barred only if a previous notice of motion haa 
been given 

Mr. Ohalrmao: It is previous to the adjournment motion being considered 
m the House, I know that What other pomt have you got to make? 

The H<mourabla Sir John Thome: I wish to make it quite clear that I have 
not the slightest desire to evade any discussion on the detenus Eeld under 
Ordinance 3 and if I had an^ such desire, I am quite sure that desire would be 
very successfully frustrated. 

The point winch I was xnoposing to makci if your ruling on my preliminary 
pomt 18 that the motion is m order, is this The censure motion is for not 
releasing the detenus detained under Ordinance 3 1 can speak only for the 

detenus who are held under orders of the Central Government or under orders of 
an administration which is suiiordinate to the Central Government We have 
released the greater number of prisoners who fall within those categories At 
the present moment there are only three prisoners held under orders of the 
Central Government and only one prisoner held under orders of n subordinate 
administration My point is that while, as I say, I have neither the desire nor 
the hope of evading any discussion of the cases of these four persons,—there are 
only four persons, we have released the greater number of other prisoners—the 
question of their continued detention is a matter to which I devote my attention 
not only once in six months, as wo are required to do, but daily, and I may say 
almost hourly when it is brought to my notice by Members of the House But 
I do suggest that to hold a discussion which may range over two hours over the 
case of these four people, the circumstances of which will certamly come under 
frequent discussion at later stages, would be rather an abuse of the procedure of 
an adjournment motion. 

Mr. M. Asaf All: This again, if I may say a word, is an entirely inconsistent 
' statement The Honourable Member seems to think that we are thinking only 
of the four persons who are detained by subordinate governments or by the 
order of the Central Government But that is not the pomt Who declared war 
emergency in India? The Governor General, your Government, the Central 
Government It was in connection with that emergency that all the other 
detenus have been detained by Provincial Governments Therefore it is for you 
now to say when this emergency has ceased to exist that all these detenus 
should be released. 

There is another point? Who initiated the first step? The initial step was 
taken by the orders of the Central Government and of the Governor General and 
if these people are being detained elsewhere on account of this emergency, it is 
your duty to see that all of them are released, and if you don't discharge your 
duty, it IS our duty to censure you. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall; May I take up the point regarding these four men? 
As a detenu detamed under orders of my Honourable friend, I have some know¬ 
ledge of this matter and of my Honourable friend trying to pass the baby on to 
the Provincial Government and the Provincial Government trying to pass the 
baby on to him the legitimacy of the baby is seriously m question. It has not 
been admitted yet by any Provmcial Government, particularly the Punjab 
Govemmontf that it was their duty and not the duty of the Honourable the 
Home Member in detammg these men We do not know Every time we have 
asked the Provincial Government the reply is that ^e detoition is actually undqr 
orders of the Government of India But apart from that what happens to 
detenus detained by Section 93 Governments Are they subordinates to my 
Honourable friend or are they not subordinate to my Honourable friend. 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: No, Sir. 
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Dtwui Cnumia Lall: Constitutionally it is true that they may still claim tO 
be autonomous Provincial Gkivemments, but is it not a fact that orders emanated 
originally from Delhi in regard to these matters ? Is it not a fact that in almost 
every case the files come up to my Honourable fnend? Does he or does he not 
deal with them? Has he in the past not dealt with them? My Honourable 
friend has dealt with the case of every detenu, and he knows it ... . 

Mr. cnuirmaa: It is not the point. I do not want to go into the question on 
merits. We are now going into the question of emergency. 

Dlwaa Ohaman Lall: I am coming to that. I went into the merits because 
my Honourable friend did so first 

I submit the war is over There was a particular Ordinance issued When 
that emergency 410 longev exists, I submit there is no necessity now for him to 
go on detaining people who had been detained under that Ordinance Not only 
that. I think it is an extraordinary proposition to place before this House that 
an emergency does not exist Every single second that a man is being detained* 
the emergency is there The honour of this country is involved. What happen¬ 
ed to my Honourable friend’s own country? What did they do there? Did 
they keep them in detention? They withdrew Begulation 18B Did they or 
did they not withdraw it? What happens here? These subordmate individuals, 
who are subordinate to their own Homo Government, they are a little more loyal 
than the Home Government They did not withdraw this The emergency 
continues Action is being taken daily and there is no matter more important 
than this from the "urgency point of view than to censure this Government for 
continuing to use powers which they should be ashamed to use, putting men in 
jail, detaining them without trial—^merely because a gentleman like Sir John 
Thome thinks they should be detained. 

Shri Sxl Frakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions: Non-Muhammadau 
Rural)’ He is a thorn in our side I 

Mr. Ohalrmaa: What is your answer to the resolution to be moved by Pandit 
Govind Malaviya? 

Beth Ckvind Daa (Central'Provinces Hmdi Divisions Non-Muhammadan): 
These are two different thmgs. 

Mr. Ohairman: Under the rules if it is covered by a resolution of which 
previous notice is given it cannot be allowed. 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall: Which is the resolution? Will you read it? 

Mr. Ohairman: Pandit Govind Malaviya has drawn first place m the ballot 
for the 4th February, 1946 He will move that 

“In view of the umvereal expression of public opinion throughout the country in the 
matter, this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to give up the 
trials of the officeis of the Indian National Army and to release immediately all men and 
officers of the Indian National Army as well as all other political prisoners under 
or imprisonment *’ 

I must be consistent in the rulmgs 

Shrl Mohaa Lai Sakaena: The Governor General has passed an Ordmance and 
that Ordmance is there and so long as it is there these persons can be detamed 
and the moment that Ordinance is withdrawn they will be released automatically. 
We censure the Government for not withdrawing the Ordmance although the 
emergency does not exist now. . 

Mr. Ohaiimaa: But you cannot move an adjournment motion on a matter 
of which notice has been given by a previous resolution. 

Bhxl Sant Obandn Bose (Calcutta; Non-Muhammadan Urban)- May I 
know which rule you are referring to? 

Mr. Obaimum: Page 19, Buie 48(iv): 
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Shri Sarat Olumdra Bose: May I draw attention to the words “previously 
appointed for consideration"? I submit plain English words have plain English 
meanings Wc ^^ou]d like to know what is the meaning you attach to the words 
“previously apponited for consideration" 

Mr. Ohalrman: It is this If any notice is given before the adjournment 
motion IS brought before this House by the President, t a , on the very day it is 
received, then this rule applies 

Shil Sarat Ohaadra Bose: I am sorry to press the matter again But I 
would draw your attention again to the words “a matter which has been pre¬ 
viously appointed for consideration". 

Mr. Ohalrman: I can only go on rulings previously given by Presidents and 
it has been so held I do not want to weary the Hou^e by re^mg out a large 
number of rulings but here they are and this is the way m which it has been 
interpreted up till now, vtz , if a notice has been previously received previous 
to the day on which the adjournment motion is considered in this House 

My honourable friend must remember that under ordinary circumstances 
adjournment motions are considered on the very day they are received It 
happens that this is the very first Session and the adjournment motions have 
been received sometime ago Generally they are received on the same day and 
the President considers them in the House and they are discussed on the very 
same day 

Stall Sarat Otaandra Boae: Was the motion for the adj'oumment of the 
House received in the usual course previous to the resolution to which you are 
referring? 

Mr. Ohalrman: That I cannot tell you Yes> it is so The date of the 
adjournment motion is 3rd January and the notice of the resolution was received 
here on the 19th January 

Stazi Sarat Chandra Bose: The date you have just mentioned, viz , 8rd 

January, is the date on which the notice of the adj'ournment of the House was 
received Therefore on the date the notice of the adjournment motion was 
received, it did not anticipate “a matter which had been previously appomted 
for consideration". 

Mr. Ohalrman: That is the point which was raised the last time. 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Boy (Law Member) I should like to point out 
to you that if you look at Buie 48 on page 19, you will see that the opening 
words are “The right to move an adjournment for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance shall be subject to the following 
restrictions", i e , the right to move is subject to the following restrictions. 
Sub-clause (iv), which gives you some of the restrictions, says “the motion must 
not anticipate a matter which has been previously appointed for consideration or 
w'lth reference to which a notice of motion has been previously given". 

Mr. Chairman: Previous to what? 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Boy: Previous to the right to move an adjourn¬ 
ment of the House. That, will be consistent with the previous rulings. 

Mr. Chairman: T assure the Honourable House that these rulings have been 
given before and I cannot upset a ruling 

Prof. N. G-. Bmga: You cannot upset a ruling. But it is to be interpreted. 

Mr. M. Asal All: I am not concerned with what your ruling may be with the 
particular interpretation of the rule. You may hold it one way or the other. I 
am concerned with the substance of the two motions. What is the substance? 
The Bubstwee of the adj'ournment motion is the censure of the Government for 
continuing to detain these people. The substance of the other motion is to 
call upon the Government to release them. The two things are entirely different. 
In one case we say you should never have done it. In the other case we say 
you should do it. Cannot you see that these things are so different that you 
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have to deal with them differently. We are deahng with the negative aide by a 
censure motion and with the positive side by a resolution. 

Sbri Sarat Ohandxa Boae: On the point of order which I raised, I desire to 
reply to the Honourable the Law Member. It is true that the opening words 
ate “The right to move an adjournment for the purpose of discussing . . ’ 

but that right is subject to restnctions and clause (iv) relates to the period of 
time when the motion is given and refers also to the other matter which has 
been previously appointed My interpretation of the words “previously appomt- 
ed for coniderution” is supported by the words that follow, viz , “or with refer¬ 
ence to which a notice of motion has been previously given' . “Previously 
given” does not mSan the same thing as “previously appointed for considera¬ 
tion” So I again stress the point of order which I made “The motion must 
not anticipate a matter wbach has been previously appointed for consideration ” 
If I have understood you rightly, you are relying on the words “a matter which 
has been previously appointed' But if you take the whole of the sentence, 
the words “previously appointed for consideration”, obviously mean somethmg 
very different from the words “previously given” Having regard to the dates 
given to you by the Secretary the notice of the adjournment motion was receiv¬ 
ed long before the resolution was received by the (^ce 

The H(»iaiiiable Sir Asoka Boy: I can only say that you have got to decide 
the question with reference to the time when you have to consider whether the 
gentleman who intends to move an adjournment of the House has the right to 
mo\c the adjournment motion or not I think the interpretation is quite clear 
and IS consistent with the previous rulings on the subject 

Shxi Sarat Ohandra Boae: I have heard, it several times this morning that 
there were certain previous rulings We have not heard which rulmg is refer¬ 
red to either by the Honourable the Law Member or by you, Mr. Chairman 

Pandit Ckivlnd Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, the resolution which stands m my name calls upon the Govern- 
mont to release these prisoners If that were to be an accomplished fact, the 
basis for this adjournment motion would collapse. But, as we stand now, this 
adjournment motion seeks to discuss a matter of definite urgent public import¬ 
ance namely the detention of these men in the camps. My resolution asks for 
another thing, the release of these men So long as the release does not take 
place, no question of time or of previous notice, etc., can have any relevancy 
Even if my resolution were timed for this very day, I would submit. Sir, that 
the release of these men is a different matter, which is meant to set right a 
wrong which is now existing. That wrong, until the men axe actually released 
would continue I submit, even if the resolution were moved and discussed, 
and passed, that wrong would still continue till they were actually released. 
And therefore I submit that this motion is meant to discuss that specific ques¬ 
tion of urgent importance, namelv the detention of so many people in the jails 
of this country without trial The resolution has nothmg to do with the ad- 
joiiniiiient motion and whether that resolution is moved or whether it is not 
reached that day owing to the previous day’s resolution being still before the 
House, IS irrelevant to the consideration as to whether this motion should be 
taken up or not 

Hr Ohalrmaii: I see your point The resolution is totally different from 
the adjournment motion, that is your i>omt. I am inclined to hold this motion 
in order and we will appoint a time for its discussion. It is quarter past twelve 
now. Will 2-30 p.m. today suit the convenience of the Honouftihle Member? 

The Bonouxable Sir John Thome: Yes, Sir. 

Hr. Oheiimaa: Then 2-30 p.m. today, as it suits the convenience of the 
Honourable Member- 

Kr. Abdor Kahmaa SIddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan tTrEan): 

May I request the Department through you to circulate a copy of the actual 
wording of the moSon wl^h will be moved separately to every member? 



136 LEOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY [23BD JaN. 1946 

Hr ghaimum; It has not been the practice of this Honourable House to 
circulate adjournment motions to Members. 

Kr. Abdur Bahman Siddlqi: It is difficult to understand on what points a 
certain speaker is speaking imless you know what he is talking about As to 
the procedure of this House . . . 

Mr. Ohaiimaai: When an adjournment motion is received on a certain day, 
it comes before the President the same day He reads it out There is no 
time to circulate it That is the procedure I have much sympathy with the 
Honourable Member, having been an Honourable Member of this House for 
a very long time myself and I know that we do suffer certain inconveniences 
not knowmg the exact wording of these adjournment motions 

Pandit Ooivlnd Malaviya: Between 2-30 p m and 4-30 p u there is plenty 
of time 

Mr. Ohalxmaa: The discussion will be limited to two hours as usual and the 
time allowed fbr each Honourable Member will be fifteen minutes. 

ELECTION OF MEMBEKS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOB 
LEGISLATIVE DEPABTMENT 

The Hionourable Sir Aaoka Boy (Law Member) Sir, I move 

“That this Aaaembly do proceed to elect in au^ manner aa the Chairman may direct 

five non-unicial niembera to aerve on the Standing Committee to advise on subjects in the 

Legislative Department for the unexpired portion of the correal financul year and the 
huancial year 1946-47 “ 

Mr. Ohalrman: Motion moved: 

“That thia Aaumbly do proceed to elect m such manner as the Chairman may direct 

five non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on aubjecta in the 

Legialative Department lot the nnexpvred portion of the (.nrrent hnanciat year and the 
nnanoial year 1946-47 ’’ 

Prof. B. O. Bonga (Guntur cum Nellore Non>Muhammadan Rural) Sir 
1 would like to know from the Honourable Member whether this Committee 
has met at all since it was elected last year, what was the kind of agenda 
that was placed before it, what was the ad^ce that was sought from it and what 
are the functions of this Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Aadia Boy: I think the Honourable Member is aware 
that the Legislative Department never had any Standing Committee at all and 
,it was only last year, in the last session of tlU last Assembly, that there was 
an amendment of the Standing Orders at the instance of my Honourable fnend, 
Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth and by the amendment of the Standing 
Orders for the first time a Standing Committee was to be constituted for the 
Legislative Department The election of members to the Standing Committee 
took place on the 2()th March, 1945 Since, then, as Honourable Members are 
aware, there has been no session at all of this House and there was no work 
on which the Legislative Department had to consult the Standing Committee 

As for the duties of the Standing Committee, if my Honourable friend will 
look at the amended Standing Order which come into existence at the instance 
of my friend Mr Ishaq Seth, he will see what the duties of the Standmg Com¬ 
mittee are and he will find that with regard to the Legislative Department 
there is very little scope for the members of the Standing Committee to do 
anything In f^ct we agreed to the Standmg Committee out of deference to 
the House. As I, told you there never used to he any Standing Committee to 
advise the Legislative Department Mr Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, I believe, 
was elected as a member of the Standmg Committee. 

Sri M. AnaolhaBayanam Ayyaagar (Madras ceded Distriots and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I have been a figurehead I was not consulted 
.even on a smgle matter. 

The Bouowable Sir Aaoka Boy: As I told you, there was no meeting of the 
(Committee at all. 
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Sil X. iLBRnttuuMyaiuuii Ayyaafu: My Honourable friend, the Law Mem¬ 
ber, is such a good friend of mine that 1 did not want to quarrel with him. 1 
therefore suggested to my friend Mr. Banga all the objections that I wanted to 
raise But inasmuch as the Honourable Member has referred to my name, 1 
must say that there is a lot of scope. A number of Bills have been introduced 
ill the Assembly which might have been referred- to us hxe the propoaed Bills 
perfectly all right? You can pick a hundred and one holes in them. Anything 
can be done Why sliould we not refer them to this committee? What is this 
legislature for other than introducing Bills and Besolutions? Why are they 
not referred to it? I therefore suggest that there is ample scope for it. When¬ 
ever a Bill comes before the Assembly let it be referred to this Committee. 
The subject matter may belong to a particular department, but the law relates 
to the Legislative Department. 

The Honourable Sir iuKilca Boy: May 1 point out what has been set out m 
the Standing Order? The following are the matters that would come before the 
Standing Committee: all Bills given notice of bv non-official Members of the 
legislature, iind legislative proposals which the department concerned intends 
to undertake and on which the Member in charge of the department concerned 
desires the advice of the committee. Until then, there is hardly anything that 
the Standing Ccmmiittee of the Legislative Department has to do. 

Shrl flarat Ohandra Bdae (Calcuttor* Non-Muharnmadan Urban) Mr. Chair¬ 
man, possiblv the Honourable Law Member made a slight mistake. In men¬ 
tioning the name of Mr Ananthasayanam Ayyangar I think the Honourable 
Lnw Member made a slight mistake in thinking that he was eternally asleep. 
T aoiild disabuse him of ^at impression, as a matter of fact, Mr Ananthasaya- 
n.un Ayyangar is eternally awake. 

The Bkmonrable Sir Asoka Boy^ I am very much obliged to my honourable 
friend the Leader of the Opposition I happen to know Mr. Ananthasayanam 
Ayvnngar rather well in fact, I think I know him better than my Honourable 
friend ihe Leader of the Opposition and I have no reason to think that he is 
c\er asleep 

Mr. Ohainnan: The question is 

“Thiit this Asseinblv do piocced to elect in mich manner aa the Chairman may 
direct five non-official inembeis to servo on the Standing Committee to adviee on 
Miilijeits 111 the Legislatixe Ilepaitment foi the iinexpired poition of the current financial 
year and the financial year 1946-47 ” 

'J’he motion was adopted 

Fi.KCTrON OF MEMBEBS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOB FOOD 
DEPARTMENT 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Loader of the House) Sir, on beb.ilf 
of Mr B R Sen, who has been called away for a meeting, 1 move 

“That thia Assemhlv do proceed to elect in such manner as the Hoiioiiia*<Ie the 
Pieaident may dirert 10 non-official memliera to aeive on the Standing Coinmitti'p to 
ad vine on the subjects in the Department of Food for the unexpired portion of the 
financial year 1945-46 and for the financial year 1946-47 ” 

Mr. Ohainnan: Motion moved 

* That this Assemhlv do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direeft 10 non-official memliera to nerve on ~ the Standing Conimittoe to 
advise on the subjects m the Department of Food for the unexpired portion of the 
financial year 1945-46 and for the financial year 194647.” 

Piol. H. O. Banga (Guntur enm Nellore Non-Muhnmmndan Rural). Sir. 
this IS rather strange that my Honourable friend the Leader of the House should 
have made himself respbnsible for making this motion. I do not know whether 
he is also as well tutored as to the worl; that tiiis committee is supposed to have 
done during the time since it was appointed last year, to be able to give us satis¬ 
factory infoni^ation. I want to know whether this new all-India'food policy that 
the Government of India has decided up<»i and published was ever suWitted to 
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thib comiiiittec and whether this committee agreed to it and, if so, in what fornu 
I would like also to know \ihether this coninnttee is being consulted as to the 
food position that prevails m the country from tune to time 

Mr. AMui Rahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadun Urban): 
Mr Chairman, being new to this House I wiiiit to understand one thing iiii 
some committees the Government tecommeiuled ti\e ineinhers, in others eight, 
m a third committee they are suggestmg ten, and in one coininittee there were 
14 members Is there any special justification for this gradation? I should! 
like to understand why not five for all, oi eight for nil or ten for nil committees 
and so on In the interests of new comers the Go\eriuneut might teil them why 
these things are done in this way 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: As regards *the first question, the 
policy was put up before the committee and discussed, but the particular papei 
w'liich has been circulated to Honourable Members was not put up because it 
represents a policy which was only foiinulnted wdtliin the last few days 

With regard to the second speaker, the question of the nnniber of members 
on each of these committees w.as tlu‘ subject of eonsideiable discyission and 
negotiation—T think in the last session of the Asseinhlv—and a general ngrec- 
riieiit was reached between the parties on the mniihers It was discussed on 
the Hoor of the fJotise and also, I think, between the leaders and whips ot 
parties and general agreement was reached that these iiumbeis were desirable 
Prof. E. O Banga: What about my other question, whether the food position 
in the country is being review’ed from time to time and if so. how a as tb" 
coninuttee consulted about it? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The food position has been roMewed 
but we are only just now setting up the new committee I shall put the point 
before the Honourable the Food Member 

Shrl Sri Prakaaa (TJenares and Gorakhpur Uixisions Non-Muliainmnd.m 
Bural) T should like to know, Sii, why you as Chairman ore niithnnsed ti> 
prescribe the method of election in the first motion, while m this motion the- 
matter has to be postponed tiU the President is elected 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: T am afraid T am responsible for Mint 
I rend out the word ‘President’ It would be eorreot to snv “Clinirmnn” 

Mr. Ohalrman: The question is 

"That thia Aswmblv do proceed to ilert in mirli m.innor as the Chairm.-iu mi diiect 
10 non-ofRcial mrmhers to servo on the Staiiduii; Cntnirnttpo to adMso on tho snbjocN in 
the Denaitment of Food for the nnexpiied poition of the finanrinl veai 1945 46 and foi th«- 
financial year 1946-47 ’’ 

The motion was adopted 


ELFiCTIOM OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR PBANNTNlT 
AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) Sir. Tli& 
Honourable Member for Planning and Development has been called away to it 
meeting; and on his behalf I move: 

"That thiB Aaaembly do proceed to elect, in such manner aa mav lie annroved l>v the 
Honourable the Cheinnen, ten non-ofRcial mnnbers to serve on the Standing; Committee for 
the Department of Planning and Development for the vest of the current finnne al year 
and the whole of the next flnanaal year, 1946-47 " 

Mr. dhalrmaa: Motion moved: 


Thai this Ammhly do proceed to elect, in such manner as mav be approved hv ther 
Hononrable the ^airman, ten non-offlcial members to serve on the Standing Committee for tha 
Departinent of Planning and Development for the rest of the current financial year and 
the whole of the next finanmal vear, 1946-47" -v- ^ u 


Itou Snbadar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau* Indian Com¬ 
merce)* Sir. last .year I had roised an issue as to whether the committee of the 
House will have precedence and greater importance than the so-called Policy 
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Coiniiiittee and the Itecoustructiou Committee on which hand-picked nominee^ 
of the Government are fitting; and it was the privilege of elected Members of 
this House to be fully associated and fully informed with regard to the various 
stages of the suhemes and plans made by the Planning Committee; and the 
Jloiioiirable Member in charge of Plonnmg had given a very definite undertaking. 
T find that meetings of the {Standing Committee of the Planning and Development 
Department have not been frequently called and that vaiious papers which were 
given to the Policy Committee and the Beconstruction Committee have not 
been given to members of that committee, and I feel that the Member for Plan¬ 
ning who is not in his seat ought to have given some kind of undertaking to thia 
Hniise with regard to the functioning of this committee, which, I believe, would 
be one of the most important committees during the forthcoming year. I do 
not know whether the Ticader of the House who has undertaken to move this 
motion on his behalf will give such an undertaking to us 

The Htmovralde Sir Edward Benthall: If the Honourable Member wishes an 
authoritative answer, T must clearly suggest that this motion be held over till 
the Honourable Member is present. I cannot speak on his behalf. 

Mr. Ohalrman: Is it the desire of the House that this motion should be 
brouglit up tomorrow? 

Honoruable Members: Yes 
Mr. Ohairmaa: All right 

ET.ECTION OP MEMBERS TO INDIAN COCONUT COMMITTEE 
Sir Phexoie B3iaregat (Secretary, Agriculture Department). Sir, I move' 

"ThHl in |iiii8uniieo of Cl.iuao (jj) of Section 4 of the Indian Coi.o'taut Committee Act, 
W44 tliu elected Membera of this Auembly do proceed to elect in such manner as th» 
Honourable the Chairman may direcft, two membera from among themseUea to be Tnembers 
of the Indian Coconut Committee *' 

Mr. Ohairmaa: The question is 

**! of Clause (g) of Section 4 of the Indian Coconut Committee Act, 

1044, the elected Memhera of thie Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the? 
Honournhle the Chairman may direct, two members from among themsches to he membens 
of the Indian Coconut Committee*' 

Tile motion was adopted 

EliUGTlON OF MEMBERS TO CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD OF 
HEALTH 

Mr,^. H. Y. OaUmam (Secretary, Education Department) Sir, I move 
“1 hat the Members of thie Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be 
approved by the Honourable the Chairman, two persons from their number to bo membem 
of the Centra! Advisory Board of HeaRh " 

Mr. Ohairmaa; The question is; 

‘That tho Members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as mav be- 
prove.! by the HonouraWe the Chwrman, two persons from their number to be membera 
the Central Advisory Board of HeaRh " 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Ohairmatt: I have to inform Honourable Members that the following 

dates have been fixed for receiving nominations and holding elections, if 
nacessaiy, in connection with the following Committees, namely— 

• Date for 
election 

• 5th February. 

• 6th Fehmaiy 

7th Fbfiniaiy 

• 8th Febmaiy. 

■ a . 


Date for 
nomination 

Staging Committee for the Legislative 29th January 
iMpaitinent. 

®*“*J8Committee for the Department 29th January 

LadOui Coooaut Committee . . 80th January 

Central Advisory Board of Health 30th January 
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The nominations for all the four Committees will be received in the Notice 
Office upto 12 Noon on the dates mentioned for the purpose. The elections, 
which will be conducted m accordance with the Begulations for the holding of 
olectioiis by means of the single transferable vote, will bo held in the Assistant 
Secretary’s room m the Council House, between the hours of 10<3() \ m and 1 
PM 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR 
RAILWAYS 

Mr. Ohsirman: I have to inform the Assembly that upto .3 pm on Tuesday, 
the 22nd January, 1946, the time fixed for receiving noiiimationa for the Stand¬ 
ing Finance Committee for Railways for the unexpired portion of the current 
financial year 194.5*46 and for the year commencing 1st April, 1946, twelve 
Tiomiiiaticns were received Subsequently one candidate withdrew his candida¬ 
ture As the number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacan¬ 
cies, 1 declare the following mcml^rs to be dulv elected 1 Mr M A F 
Hirtzel, 2 Pandit Balkrishna Sharma, 3 Shn Satya Narayan Sinha, 4 Sjt 
Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Choiidhury, 5 Sri M Ananthasayanam Ayynngar, 
6 Mr P K Salve, 7 Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan, 8 Mr. Muhammad 
Nauman, 9 Hajee Chowdbury Mohammad Ismail Khan, 10 Lt -Col Dr J C 
Chatterjee, and 11 Rai Bahadur D M Bbattaebaryva 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 


The Assemblv re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
iVIr Chairman (Sir Cowasjee Jehangir) in the Chair 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Non-Release of Detenus under Ordinance No 3 ok 1944 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Sir, I move that the business of the House be adjourned to censure the (Tovern- 
ment for not releasing the detenus, detained under Ordinance No 3 of 1944 

I may remind the douse that this Ordinance was passed when doubts were 
raised by various High Courts regarding the validity of Rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules When this Ordinance was enacted, all those detained under 
Rule 26. D I R , were presumed to have been detained under the provisions of 
this Ordinance Now, at the very outset I may point out that this measure was 
an emergency measure It was not a penal enactment. This was made clear in 
the preamble of the Ordinance and it was also made clear in the speech of Sir 
Reginald Maxwell that it was not a penal measure but only an emergency 
measure It was on the 15th of March 1944 that in this very House Sir Reginald 
Maxwell said * 

"N'ow, I want to rpiniiul the Houee that the Defence of India Act was not piiinanlT, 
a penal enactment It was, as its Preamble saxs, 'an Act to provide for special measuni 
1o ensure the public safety and interest and the defence of British India and the tnA 
of certain offences’ and anv one who reads the Act con see that a great portion of it deals 
only with the creation of those powers which are necessary for any Oovemmeni to exercise 
in war tune Of coarse, the enforcement of those powers neqaires the prescription of certain 
penalties hut the ohjert of the Act is different It is not a penal enactment It is 
designed for quite e different parpoee.” 

Therefore, it is clear that this Ordinance was not a penal enactment; if was 
■only an emergency measure. This is also clew from the provUdons of the 
Defence of India Act. Seetbn 1 of the Defence of Lidis Act si^: 

“This seeftion shaU come into force at once and the remaining provisions of this Asl 
ehall oome into force in such arees ... . It shall be enforced daring the eonlinvanco 

«f the present war and for n period of dz mouUis tbennfter.*' 



* MOTION VOK AOJOUKNMKNT 141 

It IB true, the wor has not been officially declared to hove ended, but there 
IS no doubt that the wor ended bix months ago It was popularly believed that, 
ub 111 England, those detamed in India will also be released Although six 
mouths have elapsed since the war ended, orders have been passed for their 
detention Again, in the grounds that were supplied to the detenus, it was also 
mentioned that it was only because of the war that they were being detained. 
In the United Provinces, we were supplied with printed grounds of detention 
and they may be divided into five categoiies I will read out one oi two to 
inform the House that their detention was only in connection with the war. 

"Ill pursnanre of section 7 of the Restriction anil Detention Onlnitincc, 1944 (No III 
of 1944), you aie vifoiined that the grouniis loi vour detention were that 

you wine an office holder and u prominent and actuc member of the oraaniaatioii which 
passe 1 th" leaolntion of August 8, 1942, sanctioning a mass movement which was calculated 
to impede the successful prosecution of the wai ’’ 

Another runs like this * 

‘ In pursuance of section 7 of the Reatnclioii and Detention Ordinanc , 1944 (No HI 
of 1944). jou ate informed that the giounds foi youi detention were that 

voii weie taking an actiie pait in the mnss moiemeiit sanctioned by the Congiess m the 
resolution of August 8, 1942, which was cahnlatcd to impede (he siicresatul piosecutiou of 
till war ’’ 

Another one said 

' That you were actually suppoiting and helping the iindei gioiind oigamsatioii of the 
I 11 .IS 8 ino\ement sanctioned *by the Resolution of the Tungress and calculated to impede 
till Wai ’ 

Su, it is quite obvious now from what 1 have read out from the grounds that 
those detentions were in connection with the war As a matter of fact, if the 
(loienmient had been a responsible government or a popular government, they 
would not have detamed so many persons That not being the case, it was 
hoped at least that when the emergency was over, they will be released 

Whiit do we find now? In the United Provinces 60 poisons are still under 
cletontion and several of them arc those who were not free when the war broke 
out They wore already serving various sentences and when their sentences 
expiicd, orders of detention were served on them Although the war has ended, 
th(\> are still under detention 

Another case is that of the Lahore conspiracy prisoners They have been in 
jail for over 17 years When the war broke out, they were serving their original 
sentences and now the> are being detained even after the war is over Although 
they were the prisoners of the Punjab (lovernment, the United Provinces Gov¬ 
ernment have thought m December or Januarv to detain them under this Ordi¬ 
nance No. Ill of 1944 

My submission is this. If there is any definite charge against any one of 
these persons who are detained, then os hos been urged again and again both ia 
the press and from the platfonn, they should be brought before regular courts of 
law, but nothing has been done. These ordeis are renewed after six months. 
Sir lieginald Maxwell had assured the Council of State that this provision limit¬ 
ing the period of detention was, in a way, much better than the coiTCspondmg 
provision m British rules 

Now, how these orders ore extended? Persons are informed of the grounda 
of detention and then they send their replies, which are not considered It is 
only on the report of a single C. I. D officer or some subordinate police official 
that they are being detained and they are not given even the details of the 
grounds wider which they have been 'detained The grounds that I have read 
out to the House show that they are of a general character. It says, for in¬ 
stance, that you are a member of such and such organisation the object of which 
is such and ffiich. It gives no definite facts. A person can say that he is not a 
member of suoh and such organisation There is no opportunity given to them 
to show that those ehai^ges are false. 

This morning the Honourable the Home Member raised this point that there 
were only four detenus so far as the Qovemtn«»if 
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admimstrations of the Government of India were concerned. I hold the Govern¬ 
ment of India responsible for all those who are detained in India, whether m 
Bengal, the Punjab or the U P because if these oidinances were withdrawn and 
rejiealed, these detenus will be automatically releaM’d So, Sir, as the Honour¬ 
able Sir lleginald Maxwell has a<«8ured the House that this was not a penal 
'eijuctmeiit, that this was only an vmergeucy measiiie, 1 submit that as the war 
has ended, and the emergency has ended, it was the (lutv of this Governnient to 
liave repealed the ordinance and to leave to the Piovnieial Government to find 
out their own ways and means to detain them, if necessary, or try them, or 
restrict their liberties if they chose But to have .irined them with this measure 
and then to disown responsibility for the detent on such a laige number of 
peisons, I think that is not correct both Isietunlly and morally Moreover, I 
know that directives arc being issued bv the Goverument of India to the various 
Piovinciul Go\eriimeiits from time to time At one lime. Sir Begin.dd M.iwvell 
had the audacity to say before this House that Congress leaders who had been 
detained would not be allowed to come out uuleps they give an assurance that 
they would not behave as they behaved lu the past It was said thev would not 
be allowed to come back to public life All sorts of things were said agamst 
them But we know that in spite of Maxwells aud others they have come back, 
not only come back to public life, they have conn* back with a definite mandate 
to this House on the Quit India Resolution 

During the last three yeais no subject h.is engaged the attention of tlia 
public more than the detention of such a hugi number ot jiersons without tn.il 
1 tliiiik if anj impartial tribunal were to «N.uiime tlu* whole question, it would 
■conic to the (uiiclustou that in most eases the detention was whollv unjustified 
As 1 s.nd ill the case of those who weie not liec* when the waj brolci* out, tliey 
weie alreadj '«eiMng ^alious sentences and then sentences expned onlv while 
the w.ir was still on and still they have been detained T w.int to know on wli.it 
ground If they hud been allowed ficedom tor some time, there might have 
been some justification that theio was a likelihood oi a possibility of tfieii lom- 
iiiitting some act w'hich might prejudu i.dly afieit the etlicient pioseeutiun of 
war That was not so Now, Sir, in the case of these Lahore conspiracy prison- 
ei** they ha\e been in jiiil for neaiK 17 \eais now Kven an ordinaiv conxict 
■01 a felon sentenced to transportation loi life would have been released mueh 
e.iilier But in the case of these patiiots although they have served their 
sentences, still the Ijocal Government h.ne thought fit to order detention after 
the war has been over. 

Tn conclusion, I submit to the House that the dav of i-eckonmg of Hoiioiii- 
.ible Menibeis opposite is not far off The Goveinmont might gc on detaining us 
without trial, they might do as they pl<*.ise Thee might exeuise the weight of 
flieir noinmiited block to thwart the wishes of the elected representatives of the 
country, but the day is not far off wdien thev will have to regret the course they 
hii\o been following My submission is that the wisest policy will be to with¬ 
draw this ordinance and to release the‘-e detenus If however the Govertiment 
think they have sufficient material against them, then let them prosecute the 
detenus in a court of law I am suie these detenus will be prepared to suffer 
the consequences, if they are found guiltc With these words, I move the House 
do now adjourn 

Mr. Ohaiman: Motion moved 

“That the Asaambly do now adjourn ’’ 

Sree Saty^rlya .Bailee (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions Non- 
Muhamrnadan Rural) Sir, T rise to accord my wholehearted support to the 
adjournment motion which has just now been so ably moved by my Honourable 
friend, Mr Saksena If, Sir, there is one matter more than any other which is 
agitating the minds of the people of this country, and I may add, also the 
Government though from a different angle, it is the question of the further deten¬ 
tion of the persons detained without trial This question h^s been engaging the 
attention oi the Congress since the days of the arrest and detention of the Natoo 
brnthprs Since 1897. when as a result of the Band murder the Natoo brothers 
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were arrested and detained, the Congress has been fighting for this cause. It 
IS Sir, a matter of curious coincidence that I, us a member of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly delivered my lust speech there on a simil^ inotiou tabled 
ly myself, namely, the release of security prisoners in Beiigtn This is my 
maiden speech here today and the subject matter relates to the same question 
Shortly after 1 delivered the speech on the floor of the Bengal Absembl^, I fell 
a victim to the Defence of India Act and Itules made thereunder, a “lawless 
law” us has been described by an eminent jurist of the land, a standing reproach 
to this (.iuNeiiiiiieiit and a biot on the statute book, a law which is a negation 
of liberty, for the inomteuaiice and fiiitheiance of which all (Jo\eiiiiiients aie 
snjipobcd to exist Today 1 am appearing before this to plead for the 

same cause viz , the discontinuance of further detention of my comrades m 
freedom battle May I hope, that just as 1 was spirited away shortly after the 
dehveiy of that speech, the Honourable the Home Member will go the oiher 
way round and see his way to release my comrades m detention in jail? 

Sir, the legal aspect of detention lias received very serious attention of the 
country at large liule 26 of the Defence of India Uules under which all the 
detenus were detained—they were called security prisoners—liad been declared 
ultra vires. Then came the Validating Ordinance winch was again questioned 
111 a court of law. Then to cover all came Ordinance No III of 1044 to validate 
all illegalities and irregularities committed by the arbitrary and irresponsible 
executive of the land The Defence of India Act and the rules there- 
undei tor which Ordinance 111 of 1044 has been substituted have 
been, as my Honourable friend has just reminded the House, 
an enieigency measure. The emergency of war came and went but the Defence 
of Indui Act and the rules go on for ever, as if for the defence of the British 
Eiiipiic ill India It is a crying shame on the part of this Government that even 
alter the war has ended the powers that be have been continuing the provisions 
of the Defence of India Act and the rules made thereunder and Ordinance III of 
1044 What IS really the offence for which my comrades in freedombattle 
ha\c been detained*^ Is it simply because they love their countiy? Is it simply 
because they form that heroic bund of patriotic men ivbo cun with heads erect 
su>, ‘ Give me liberty or give me death”? Is it because they want for them¬ 
selves to brcHlhe an atmosphere of freedom and also to create that atmosphere 
for dll their countrymen? Sir, 1 know of many cases in which the Government 
of the day have not played the game. 1 refer to the cases of the Chittagong 
Ainiourv Itaid prisoners. Their activities in the Chittagong Armoury Raid which 
took place on the fateful 16th April 1930 have created history in the freedom’s 
buttle of the couutiy They during their mcureeration became wedded to the 
communist way of thought and the\ declared horn behind the piisoii bars that 
the war which was fought by Great Britain w’as n people’s .war, a war whlcfi wras 
destined to bring freedom to the people of the land, and therefore thev asked 
their countrymen to unconditionally support the war efforts of Government. 
This fact was taken advantage of by Government and they printed and broad¬ 
cast pamphlets quoting their point of view You will be astonished to know. Sir, 
that not one of the Chittagong Armoury Raid prisoners has been released, 
though it was as a result of their opinion that many of the icvolutionnnes decid¬ 
ed to support the war which in their view was a people’s vpar but which in the 
view of Congress was an imperialist war to the very core It is said that the 
Government of India, save m a very few cases, have no rcspon«ibility in the 
matter, but I cannot conceive how the Government of India can Hbsolve them¬ 
selves of their responsibility with regarf to those who are detained linger their 
orders or under orders of the Provincial Governments if thev do not repeal this 
Ordinance III of 1044. That Ordinance has given power to the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments to arrest and detain people without inal. So long as that flrdinonce is on 
the statute book Government cannot divest itself of its respwisibility I know and 
I am constrained to say. Sir, that my appeal and whatever I say will fall on 
deaf ears of Government and I am reminded of the memorable words of Burke, 
uttered on a memorable occasion, ‘'Patience is exhausted, reason is fatigued, 
OTierienoe has given judgment but obstinacy is not yet conquered”. Sir, I have 
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Several HonouraUe Memben: We want to hear the Government case now. 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (Home Member) Sir, 1 expect my Honour* 
able friends want mu to present a turgdi to them rather than to present the 
Government cusu, but still I do not wish to hang back when they want to hear 
W'hut 1 have to suy I must decline the invitation of my Honourable friend the 
Mover to take any responsiblity for persous dutuiiicd under ordeis of the Pro¬ 
vincial Governments. The Ordinance confers powers of detention both on the 
Central Government and on the Provmcial Governments and m practice those 
powers have been separately used and enforced 1 do not want to be mi'.- 
understood about that There has of course been consultation between the 
Central Government and the Provincial Governments ns to the policy undei 
this Oidinance That consultation is necessary, it is of the first importance 
to the Central Government to have the advice of the Pnniiicial Governinoiits on 
all matters relating to public order, and there are cases when it is equally of 
iisu to Provincial Guveiinnuntb to be told by the Cciitiiil LiiAcriiment what the' 
propose to do in respect of the areas immediately mulei then control That 
consultation took place at various stages and it took place immediately the war 
ended I quite agree with Mr Saksena that the end of the war ])roduced u new 
situation It certainlv produced a new situation, that was recognised imine- 
diateh at the Centre and the Provinces were consulted as to the effect that the 
new situation should have on the policy hitherto followed under Ordinance TH 
Now, Sir, the pohev agreed on between the Centie and the Provinces was to 
release persons detained under Ordinance III as qincklv as was reasonahlv and 
safely possible That was a policy agreed soon after the end of the win, and 
I can claim that that is the policy that has been followed m the succeeding 
months I hope T have made it clear that f do not t.ike the rcsponsibihtv for 
the adiiiinistration of the Governors* provinces, but I have figures from those 
provinces which I will quote in support of my case that w’e have proceeded aa 
quickly as was reasonably and safely to be expected with the release of detimis. 

Now', Sii, in the Governors’ provinces m August 1946 when the war ended 
the iiiimher of persons detained under Ordinance HI was 0,816 That number 
has now' fallen—^niy latest figures aie, I think, for the 16th January—to 8,109 

Several Honourable Members: Shame' 

The Honourable Sir J(dm Thome: My Honourable friends cry "Shame" 

Prof. H. G. Bangs (Guntur cvm Ncllore Non-Muharnmndan Tlurnl) It is 
worse than shame, it is a disgrace 

The Hononrable Sir John Thome: May I explain a little what that figure 
represents? 3,109 is the total figure Of those by far the greater number— 
over two-third—are Hurs detained bv the Government of Sind. Well, Sir, the 
Hurs are not my business, and I have not made a special study of their doings. 
But it is common knowledge that for years, and especially of recent years, t^s 
faction in Smd has pursued a course of lawless and extreme violence—murder, 
dacoity, maltreatment of all kinds, finally the derailment of passenger train, 
those are all to the credit of the Hurs 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) Why don’t you tiy 
them? 

The HhnofraUe Sir John Thome; Not only have they committed those crimes 
but they have created situations, I understand, in which it was impossible to 
get a conviction against any Hur Witnesses were intimidated and witnesses 
were murdered. That has been going on for many years. 

Saidar Matigal Slnjpk (East Funiab: Bikh): What is the number of Hurs 
detained? 

TIm Homonrable Sir John Thone: The number of Hurs detained at the 
present moment is 2,606. But what I wish to point out is that not only are 
|hey not my business, but they are not the business of this House I myself 
ahall not be a party to any decision or vote of this House which amounts to a 
vote of censure on the Sind Government for their treatment of the Hurs or a 
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deriiAtid that they shall immediately release the Hors whom they are now detain¬ 
ing (Fnterruption ) So nueh for the Provincial Governments. 

For the Central Government, the corresponding figures are very modest In 
August 1945 there weie 22 persona detained under the "orders of the Central 
Government At the ^ireaent day there are three In the Chief Commissioner's 
Provinces, which, of course, are geneially, with the exception of Baluchistan, 
under the control of the Governor General in Council, the number in Augusir 
1945 «as 17, and the number is now one Let me repeat those figures, gentle¬ 
men, bec.iuse thev are figures for which I am responsible 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Does this number include Jai Prakash Namin’ 

The Honourable Sir J(An Thome: Certainly, it docs The number was 22' 
in August 1945 under orders issued by the Central Government The number is 
thiee now The number in Chief Coniiiiissioner’s Provinces in August 1945 was 
17, and the number is now one (Interruption ) 

Diwaa Ohaman Lall: Who are these three’ 

The HonouraUe Sir John Thome: Mav I ask that I may not be interrupted 
as T have verv shoil time at my disposal If my Honourable friends would 
wait, thev will know everything 

An HtmouraUe Member: The Honourable Member may have five minuses 
more 

Mr. Ohaixman: Will the Honomable Mtunbers just listen 
Diwan Ohaman Lallj Mi Chninnnn, it is a very important niattei 
Mr. Ghaiiman: But 1 cannot oxteiul the Honourable Member's time 
Diwan Ohaman Lall: We do not want extension of the time We want the 
information 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: The total for British India m Jun'e 194& 
was 14,5()0 As I have said, m August 1946 that total dropped The total for 
tho whole of British India, including the portions for which T am responsible, 
was rt,8.»r> and on the J5th of Januttrv of this veai the total is 3,113 

Maulana Zalar All Khan (East Central Punjab' Muhammadan)* Are they 
ordinary cninuials or patriots? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I was not proposing to conceal from this 
House what as a matter of fact every Member of this House knows already, 
namely, the names of the four persons detained under orders either of the Cen¬ 
tral Government or of f'luef Commissioners Their names are 
Jni Prakash Nnrnin, 

Bam Manohar Lohia, 

Sardnr Sardul Singh Caveeshar, and 
Krishna Nair 

In the last few days I have myself seen each of those four persons. I con¬ 
versed freely with them I should like here and now to say that I am indebted 
to them for very full and frank discussion and the courtesy with which they 
received someone whom they may not have been expected to regard with very 
great affection, and generally for the light I received from them on the questions- 
which I have to consider in regard to detenus 

Prat. H. D. Banga: They did net look dangerous. 

The BomonraUe Sir J<dm Thome: As regards our discussions I should prefer 
not to go into what was said in any great detail. I would prefer to wait They 
spoke frankly to me; I spoke frankly to them. I should perhaps be taking an 
advantage of them if I said what they said to me when they cannot say what 
I said to them. But I questioned them in particular on their attitude to 
violence as a political method and as to their views on the present political 
situation. I received from them very interesting answers to the questions I put 
on those subjects, and I have no doubt that they gave me their confidence- 
They made no secret of their views, and I hkve no reason to suppose that they 
set out to mislead me. 
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Mr. H. Asat All (Delhi • General) Are they to be detained for their views ? 
Is that the principle of the Government’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: As regards the present position of these 
four persons, it is that the orders under nhieh they are at present detained liave 
still some months to go I think June and Julv are the months in which those 
orders would, unless jircMoiisly c.incelled, expire I do not propose to stand 
on those dates It was only a few days since 1 saw these gentlemen and the 
matter which I am now considering is whether there is any good reason in respect 
'Of any of them for anticipating the dates which would terminate the orders under 
which thev are at pre^sent detained One thing I will say on that, and that is 
that I should not feel ni.^self justified m forming a decision without consulting 
certain Provincial Go\ernments T do not think T need give reasons for that 
Biiefly, the reasons are that at any rate three of theses persons are residents of 
areas which are not under the direct administration of the Government of India, 
and it IS light and proper that the Govemnienls of those areas should give their 
views on the question of release of these persons 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadun 
Eural) Did you consult these Governments when you detained them’ 

The Htmourable Sir John Thome: But I wish to make this quite clear—that 
the responsibility is that of the Government of India The Goveniinent of 
India will not take shelter under the Provincial Governments any more than we 
expect Provincial Governments to take shelter under the Government of Tndi.i 
The responsibility is heie 1 am aware of the weight of it and T would a^k 
this House to give the Government and myself, in particular, credit for giving 
vciv earnest consideration to the questions which have now to he considiTed 
Mr. Kriahna Ohandra Sharma (Ateenit Division Non-Muharnniadan Bural) 

I suppoit the motion on three grounds, ii.uuely— 

That the law under which peojde were arrested and detained was a had law 
It v\as a law against the cannons of justice and fundamentals of eriminiil 
jurisprudence 

That the law, bad us it was, was abused 

That it is unnecessarv and without anv justification to keep the people niidei 
detention aftei tlie emergeiicv, if there was any, has ceased to exist 

The law under which these people weio arrested and detained was inle 26 
made under Defence of Indi.i This lulc empowered the Government to detuii 
innocent people in prison without trial That was a bad law It was dtclai.d 
iilthi vires of the powers ot the Goveiiioi Geiierul by tlie highest tnlmmil c>f tlie 
land Now, m fairness and justjee—if a subject people can expect justice from 
a foieign rule—the Government should have released the detenus after iiilo 26 
was decl.ired invalid. But what did the Government do? The Governor Gencial 
issued an ordinance 14 of 1943 validating orders of detention made under rule 
26 of Defence of India Act This is shocking to sense ot justice ft is arhitrnvy 
and unjust It is tantamount to this f. Governor General made a law. That 
law was bad T arrested and detained you Mr X under that bad law Now, 
though the law no longer existb I still onler you, to be detained Mr X becaus ■ 
I have the Sovereign power This is, I submit, a crime against law The 
history of criminal statutes has no parallel to this. Such a monstrous thing is 
unknown m law Thus tlio iniioceut people were deprived of their libeity with¬ 
out any reason wluitsoever and the tragedv is that some of them are still rotting 
■behind the prison Ivirs Considering the jail conditions in this country, it 
me.ins they are being killed by inches. 

Then again, the old obnoxious law has been repeated in Ordinance III of 1944, 
validating detention orders passed under the no-law rule 26 Things have 
•changed The world is changing But this mighty Govemnaent will not 
change Right and wrong are conceptions foreign to its way of thinking. 

That was not enough Even that bad law was imored. The law was 
4 ibused If a bad law can be abused, the police constable rule was the result. 
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Any one could be sent Jail and rot there only if it pleased a police constable 
to point out his fingure at him The misfortune of people was utilised by the 
police to make their fortune I know of a case in which certain very big people 
nho fontributoil huge sums to the War Funds, somehow, displeased the local 
‘,uh-liispectoi>—tlic'.e big people, faultlessly loyal though they were, were sent to 
prison and detained there They made representations to the local Government. 
The District Magistrate visited the Jail They told their story to him “Oh, You 
liave been disloyal to your people”, was the jocular remark by this District 
Magistrate After the long correspondence between certain big jieople on 
behalf of these unfortunate detenus and the Government these people were 
released But again the .iiigry police officer stepped in and these unfortunate 
big loval subjects of ITis Majestv weie sent again to their old prison barracks. 
When the District Mngisfriitc again visited the Jail and was approached in the 
connection he replied “Well iny friends, I am helpless It is the police constable 
that rules It is the police that are responsible If I intervene, my action 
would be suspected and I might be shifted to the postal department”. Sir, it is 
said bv an eminent English Judge “It is a hard thing to oppress law, to ojjpress 
people” Here law has been murdered to murder people. 

Tlie Honourable Member lias said “only a h'w persons are detained” You 
have no business to curtail the libertv of e\en one single individual It is no 
siigumeiit to say that the number is dwindling It is a continuous wrong I sub¬ 
mit these pi'rsons should not h.iM* been arrested and detained, uudei the cir- 
euiiistances thov h.ive h<*en detained Tt is futile to sav that there are had 
rejiorts against them Where did the leports come from? Fiom the Police 
I’onst.iblc lleporls can he against anjhod\. and anvli^iU eiin he accused of 
anvthiiig under this rule If \ou have anything against these detenus, uhv not 
piosccutc them in a <ouit of law*^ Their case would be decided liv a counadeiit 
couit of justice Let them have a judicial trial If anv of them has committed 
tlic crime alleged against him he wall rightlv suffer the deprivation of Ins hlierty 
and undergo the puuishmeut provided hv l.iw’ But to keep people under deten¬ 
tion foi indefinite period on police leports is sometlnng unknown in nii\ cixilised 
couiitM It IS not pcrmissahlo in law and is outrageous to the sense of justice 

'Diih continuous detention in prison as I said before is again,st sense of justice 
mid hiiinamtv It has no sanction in morals or in l.iu As I subuutli'd \ou can 
curtail the liberty of the individual for two reasons For the safety of the State, 
and for the protection of an individual and property \ow in regard to the safety 
of the State, T submit the War is over and no emergenev exists This mighty 
Government need have no fear from a mimher of unarmed men Those peisons 
me not resourceful enough to raise an armed revolt against the State This 
powerful Government has existed .igainst our wishes and despite our will to the 
contrary Tf we could throw it off, we would have done it long ago Tt is 
ridiculous to suggest that any danger would be expected from the persons under 
detention, either to the State, or to the individual There is no Indian so 
debased who will suggest anv j’listification of the detention of these iniioceiit 
persons So, I submit theie is no reason whv these people should he detained. 
They should never have been detained and the sooner they are released the 
better it is for all 

Mr. Abdur Bahmaa Sld^l (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) 
Sir, T do not desire to detain the House long but after listening to tlie speech 
of the Honourable the Homo Member T was w'ondering whether T was sitting in 
a place where policies or decisions of the rulers of India were being explmiied 
Mr Chairman, after the action of the Commnnder-in-Chief in thr matter of the 
Indian National Army I consider that the Home Department of the Govemment 
of India have no legs to stand upon If these I N A men could be liberated so 
easily, no argument on earth can convince me of the fact that the Goveinnicnt v>f 
India is really acting legally and reasonably for the safety of British India by 
detaining these four men. 
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[Mr Abdur Bahman Siddiqi.] 

Sir, the Honourable the Home Member anted credit from us for the very 
generous mnniier in which he has biought down 22 to 3 and 17 to 1 J am 
ready to acknowledge that kindness I wonder why he stopped at u mere four 
and not rediieed it to ml Had he done that there would hiue been no adjoinii- 
meril and our tune would have been used to a better purpose Hut, Sir, when 
a Crovemment of India man tries to throw the responsibility on a Local Gov¬ 
ernment, the Local Government people say “We are helpless in this matter \ 
telephone message has come direct from Delhi to the Governor and, therefore, 
Wfc have got to obey our masters in Delhi” This has not happened once, it has 
not hjjipencd twice hut it has happened dozens of tunes When the G verii- 
inent of India, whether it be in Delhi, whether it he iii Patna or whether it be in 
any other place in India uses the telephone and commands these Local Govern¬ 
ments to behave ns coiiiinandod. Mr Ghaiminn. I shall not he convinced of the 
fact that there is anything m the nature of PioMiieml Antonnmy When f go 
to the Governor in inv Province he sends me to Delhi and w'hen I come to Delhi 
I receive the tvpe of answer that was given tod.iv by the TIoiiic Member 

Sir, his w'hole case falls to the ground, when he unfortmi.itely introilueed the 
Hiirs in his arithmetic Special tribunals were set up and nrinv orders to pound 
those peojile into atoms were issued in a manner which the Smd Government 
dare not take up Sir, men, women and children were pounded hv aeroplanes, 
armies suirounded these poor Huis It is so easy to give a dog a bad name and 
then to kick it Are the Huis not human beings? Are the Hurs not people 
who deserve kindK tieatinent at the hands of Government? Even if the 
Local Government niisheha\cd m (his matter it was the duty, not iierhnps of 
the present Horae Member but of his predecessors, to see that the Sind Govern¬ 
ment did not perpetrate mhumamties of a type w'hich only the war-inentnlity 
could generate Mr Chairman, m spite of atom bombing in Jajian and in spile 
of peace talks that we hear so much about, the Hurs are being treated not m a 
human manner Sir, whole tribes and whole people are going to be translated 
from Smd I do not know in w’hieh part of India,—where this terrible hand of 
the Government of India will allow them to live in peace and quiet. 

An Honourable Member: In the Andamans 

Hr. Abdur Bahman Slddiqui: Sir the word "Hur” means one who is free 
or a lover of freedom These iieople, Sir, have suffered at the hands of the 
British Government in Smd for vears which need really a good counting At 
one time there was B.ichnl and Bnchnl was called Bachal Badshah and he made 
the police and the army m Smd dance a good deal. Ultimately he was caught 
and hanged. Are the Hurs really u people with traces of insanity or madness in 
their makeup? Why do they behave as they have done? Because, Sir, the 
iron hand of the Government and its agents have made life impossible for them. 
The Fir of Fagaro was supposed to be their religious head and he too was not 
allowed to take care of his flocks and the result was that he had to pay the 
extreme penalty I am not here standmg to defend the Fir or any of his agents 
but I do appeal to the Honourable the Home Member to show a bit of mercy, 
a bit of kindness and where he will consider the cases of these four men who have 
perhaps given him some reasons, some cause to reconsider their cases, may I 
appeal to him on behalf of these poor Hurs, whom he wrill not go to see? 

He will perhaps send a tapedar or a sub-inspector of x>oIice who will, with 
the mighty arm of the Government behind him, kick (hese poor people If he 
can send a committee of this House to go and talk to these Hurs, I am abso¬ 
lutely certain that all the nonsense being published about these Hurs will be 
proved to he real, true and utter nonsense. Ordinary samindars— haria as 
they are called in Sind—is* the tapedar who allows water from the canal to gb 
into the fields, it is he who makes the poor agriculturist commit even murder 
because it is a question of Bs. 5 or Bs 10 which he cannot afford; and if he 
does not pay the amount, his lands are not watered and he 
may have to die for want of food. It is these smaller things in the lires of 
these agriculturists which make them do things in a manner which may not 
be acceptable to the Honourable Home Member and his Department*. I have, 
tnerefore, to appeal to the Department, which has tried in these last few 
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^ays to gam the confidence ot the four gentlemen whose names were given. 
June and July may be anticipated, as he said 1 hope when he goes back 
home today, he will issue an order allowing not only these four but all the 
.others in the rest of India includmg the Hurs'to be let free. If they commit 
liny crime, if they commit any offence under the Indian Penal Code, let the 
ordinary lai\ of the land take its course The Honourable Member from 
llengal talked of the Natu Brothers and the others who were detained under 
that terrible piece of legislation—Regulation HI, and its many offsprings 
inter on in the shape of these ordinances and these terrible la^^s 1 hope they 
will all go on the 1st of April, if not earlier, but you will readily understand 
that a member of ^he Bengal Legislative Assembly who might liave been 
.minister for the Hdine Depaitinent m Bengal was spirited away w'lthin twenty 
lour hours of Ins becoiningu that minister Thdt, Sir, to my knowledge, was 
arnniged on the telephone If 1 am asked, how did you know, 1 shall deny 
the information But I stand before you and declare that w'herever the Oov- 
ernnicnt of India wants a thing done, it can get it done, and the Hoiioimible 
4he Home Member, 1 hope, will see to it that every Indian kept in prison, kept 
111 custody without the law coming into it, shall be freed and then let them 
go to court and even if the court sends them to jail, I hope they will imitate 
the policy of the Commander in Chief and let them go home 

Mr. M. B. Xanuii (Bombay City. Non-Muhammudan Urban) I am afraid. 
Sir, that, m rising to address this House for the first time on the spur of the 
moment, I am being guilty of au indiscretion. I hope the House will be kind 
.to me 

At the outset, I would like to associate myself with much of what has 
iulleu from the lips of the Honourable Member who spoke before me—ail of 
It, in fact, 1 refer m particular to his remarks about the Hurs. I am glad 
that he has takeu exception to the Home Member’s attitude of regarding the 
Hurs as outside the pule of Indian humanity The Home Member thought it 
light to say that the Hurs are not our business—^not the business of the Gov- 
icinmeut of India, nor the businebs of this House As far as 1 am awar^, the 
Huis are Indians, and eveiy Indian is our business, and therefore I am sure 
ithis House will not accept any proposition which attempts to separate from 
the main body of this niffion a section which, if they me ruthless on the one 
hand, are brave on the other, which, if they are backw'nrd m their methods 
and m their education, have yet shown qualities of couiage, resistance and 
xlctennination of which w'e are proud 

Turning to the narrower issue of the four gentlemeu who are the prisoners 
'of the Central CTOveminent, I have the honour to be acijuamted with all of 
them If I do not refer to all of them today, but only to one of them m 
detail to show w'hat kind of men are being kept without trial, it is because the 
-lierson to whom attention will be drawn by me stands as a symbol m a way 
of all that IS finest m this nation,—^I refer to Jai Brakash Naram. The 
Honourable the Home Member mentioned that in the course of his friendly and 
frank discussion with these four persons, he questioned them ns to their atti¬ 
tude to violence. It strikes me at the outset that the claims of the Honour¬ 
able Member to question anyone aboui violence are themselves open to ques¬ 
tion. Honourable Members on the Treasury Benches represent a system whose 
hands are literally soaked in blood. They have come very recently out of the 
most futile and b’oody war that this universe has ever seen They have 
indulged in mass slaughter on both sides. Does it lie in their mouths to ques¬ 
tion any one as to whether he believes in violence or not? If Jai Prakash 
'Narain were to believe that resort to force is the only wav in which to free 
his country, then certainly it does not lie in^he mouth of the Honourable 
Member to question that right of his to resort to force. Mahatma Oandhi may 
have that right. Those who believe in and preach and praoHse non-videnoe 
may have that right. But those whose whole career as an empire, as a 
nation, is rooted in force and violence certainly have no right to ask that ques¬ 
tion. Some years ago, in connection with Jai Prakash Narain himself, 
Mahatma Oandhi hi^ oeeasion to say that whose her^ are Clive and 
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[Mr M. li. Musam.] 

Warreu Uastingb, you Have held nut to }Oung men throughout the world these 
itiudeU to follow If today uiiy Indians turn to the example of Clive uud the 
methods of Clive, it is }uu who are resixmsihle and nobody else 

Let me, if the Honourable Home Member will give me five minutes’ atten* 
ton, try to tell him wJi.it imid of .1 man they are holding 111 prison. His 
putiiotism IS known to every one in tins countiy; but whul is not so much 
known is his milduebs, Ins geiitleiiess and his kindliness Jui rrukiish Naraiu 
would not hurt u fiy it he could help it, and I say this on the basis of more 
than ten jeais ot the closest acquaintance and triendship and of working with 
him ui common toi many years ui that tiiiio Uis sterling chuructci and, his 
intellectual integrity are also known to those wlip have come to know him. 
One point I would speciull) make is this if there is one man in this country 
who stands today for a democratic transition to u socialist order 
of society in India, it is Jui Piakash X.tr.iin You gentlemen, whose 
principal Gov erniiieut m Loiuloii train) claims to be socialist, ore 
guilty of cieating u sitiinlton, un ironical situation, where, with a 
socialist govetnuieiit m otfice and England, von keep in prison 

lieic without trial the very man who m this countiy would tr) to lead thia 
nation, .IcniocMt'C ill\ and huinanitaiiunly, towards tlie objective of socialism 
Jai Prak.isli Xaiain s socialism is not the so-called soi'iuhsni of tiie Kussiun 
Government or the Soviet rmon It is not a soci.ilism which is piepared to- 
indulge m ruthless and liloodv methods If the llonouiab’e the Home Member 
will pcimit me, 1 shall present him with Jai Prakash Xarams Picture of a 
‘Free India,” w’hi< h was jmbhshed at the time of the Ranigarh session of the 
Indian Xntioiial Coiigiess That picture envisages a democratic toiin of society 
in India whcie all classes would be allowed to exist, where no violence will be 
done even to the exjiloiteis and the vested intiresls, wheie the masses of the 
people wil' come into their own bv i)ea<*eful, democratic and non-violent 
methods Mahatma Gandhi gave his blessing to that picture on the ground 
that, along with him, Jai Pinknsh Naraiii .ilso contemplated non-violent sixjial 
changes This is the man who, by implication, it has been suggested to us^ 
IS guiltv of violent methods The ironv of the situation is quite cle.n It 
IS based on the nnoinnlv of n socialist Government in Britain keeping Roci.ihst 
leaders in India behind piison bais If Jui Prnkash Xarain ik dangerous, then 
fioiiie of us on this side of the House are dangerous also 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Everv one of us 

Mr. M. B. Masanl: And, Sir, what is more Everv vouiig Indian who feels 
for his countrv, who resents the poveitv and the dcgr.idution 111 which our iimsses 
tixhiv are living is also a veiv dangerous man I make bold to say that if Jai 
Praknsh Nnrniii, Ram Mimohar T^aihia, Sardnr Sardul Singh Gnveeshar and Krish- 
nan Nair were released, their mellowed leaderehip will have a wholesome effect ort 
thousands and thousands of hot-headed, imjietuoiiB and impatient voung men 
wlio, if the) arc not released, will be even more dangerous in their time 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Sir, T rise to supiiort the motion before the House I 
congratulate the previous speaker on his very brilliant speech and the capable- 
manner in which lie has put the case I do not propose to take up much time 
of this Honourable House I wish to refer to one or two points for the 
attention of-the Government of India. The Honourable the Home Member 
has given us some light about the figures of the prisoners who are being detained 
in jail In 194.^, the mirnber was over 14,000 By November 1945 it oaine 
down to about 7,000 and now if we exclude the Hurs the number is less than 
600 Out of this, the Government of India prisoners are only 4 When w’e 
knew that Ordinance No HI is being issued, we thought that within the next 
six months most of the prisoners would be released but by experience we found 
that the six months period was only » hoax, because after six months the orders 
were renewed as a matter of course and what difference does it make whether 
you detain a person for four years by passing an (»der at one time or you detain 
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him for four ^euru by pussing 8 similar orders lu this uiuuner the Govern- 
meiit of India have been uuntiuuuig, foi the lust tuo jeurs and more, many 
piisoners m juil Of the four persons, I should like particularly to point out 
llie ease ot one person whom I know very close'} for a long time Sardar 
Surdul 8ingh Cti\eusiiui was airesteil ui the begmiimg of 1U42 and it is now 
lour years siuue he is kept in detention. We have been making uompluints 
to the rrovmciul (joveinmciit and to the (iovernment of India that he is 
being kept in u very unhealthy place He is suffering from rheumatism and 
he IS being kept ut Dhurmsula where cold and ruins have aggravated the 
trouble 1 personally know that many non-officiul visitors, and also the Dis- 
tiict Magistrates of that place have lecommeiided to the Punjab Uu\ernnient 
tliat Sardar Suidul Siugh ^Cuveesltin should be transferred from that place 
Not only that Two Civi' Surgeons ot this district hu\e successively recom¬ 
mended to the I’liiijub Government that the climate of that [ilucc dues not 
suit Sardar Sardul Singh's health and that he should be removed from that 
place One (mviI snigcun has recommended that he should be given diuthernml 
treatment which is not available at Dhurmsalu In spite of the recommenda¬ 
tions and repicsentatioiis of the {leisniis concerned, the Punjab Government 
did not move and when we apjiroached the Punjab Government they said—’ 
we are helpless, he is a prisoner of the Government of India I entirely 
siijiport the remiiiks made by mv Huiiounible Ineiul Mr Siddiqui that vve 
have to iiin between laihore and Delhi and we do not get any satisfactory 
answer either ut Lahoio or .it De’hi I most emphatically jirotest against 
this attitude of the (Iovernment of India and the Punjab Government Wheni 
we go to the Puiijuli (iovernment, we are told—‘von must go to the Govein- 
iiieiil of India’ When we eoinc here, the ITonouriible the Home Membei 
savs— Although 1 accept full responsihilitv, I have to consult the Pioviiicial 
(loveimiieut' Now, a luimbei of iicwspapeis have openlv and repeatedlv said 
that the Ptinjah (iovernment is willing to lelease him I have personal know¬ 
ledge of that and I have had peisonul talks with the Piemier of the Punj.ib 
that he does not want to stand m the way of his release but it is the (rov- 
eininenl of India which is stand'iig in the wav When we come heie and 

f.ne the eu'prit, the Home Member, he says I muv he able to issue the 
01 dels hut I liuve to consult the (lovernnieid of the Punjab 1 most strongly 
I'lotest against this shilly-shallying and tins sort of attitude on the pai^'ol the* 
Goveimnent of India 

I wish to make mention of two more facts One is that ^so fur as the 
(iovernment of India prisoners are concerned, is it not the dntv of the Gov- 
eiiiment of fnclia to see that their prisoners ore properly fed ond are suit.iblv 
kept 111 a proper place The Government of India soy—‘our responsibility is 
to issue onlers for the arrests and after that nobodv knows vvhut happens to 
them' I jnit it to the Honourable the Home Member—does he know that of 
these four persons Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar and Mr Jni Praknsh Nannii 
were kept m the Lahore Fort. And whot is that place? It is neither ii 
judicial lock up nor a police lock up. There are no rules which govern the* 
eondiiet of the Pohee officials or which govern the day to day life of the 
prisoners there We have been trying to find out the rules of the* Lahore Fort 
and vve hove not been able to know' so far I hope the Honourable the 
Home Member will look into this matter Those persons who hove come out 
of the Lahore Fort have given harrowing details of persecution and third degree 
methods adopted there. We have recently heard the stories of tvvb young men* 
belonging to the families of the Leader of the Opposition These young moD 
narrated harrowing details of physical persecution and third degree methods 
used bv the Punjab police I put it to the Honourable the Home Member 
whether it is not his duty to see that those prisoners are kept nt least accord¬ 
ing to some standard of human living. They do not care. When we point 
out any difficulty to the Government of Indio, they refer us to the Punjab* 
Government ' 

I do not know to what place Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar has been sent 
from Delhi. H he has been sent back to Dharmsala, I would request the* 
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Honourable the Home Member to look mto the papers and the hie of that 
j>lace And if he does not find it possible to issue orders for Ins release imme¬ 
diately, at least he should be transferred from that place to u place where he 
.could be properly treated iiiedicully. I know personally that lie is suffering 
from a serious disease If his disease is not attended to immediately, it may 
he dangerous for him afterwards. About the release, the Home Member has 
ver> kindly said, if I understood him rightly, that the orders issued noy/' will 
jiot be renewed in the case of these four prisoners I hope I am correct 

The HonouraUe Sir John Thome: 1 did not say that. 

Sardar ICangal Singh: I am glad that the Home Member has cleared the 
^omt , 

The Eononrable Sir John Th(»ne: On a point of personal explanation The 
.question was whether I had said that The answer is that 1 did not say that 
1 am not entitled to speak again 

Sardar Singh: I understood him to say that the orders issued now 

juay be anti-dated but wi'l not be prolonged I am glad that impression has. 
been removed. So, it is ]ust possible that these four piisouers including 
Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar, Jai Frakash Naram, Dr Kam Manohar Lohia 
and Mr Krishna Nair, may'be kept even beyond June and July. If that is 
the position, then the Government of India deserve very strong censure not 
only today but every day till the last prisoner comes out of jail. This Govern¬ 
ment cannot understand the sentiments and feelings of the Indians when they 
continue to keep most of their leaders in jail indefinitely I put it to the 
Honourable the Home Member that all the leaders of the Forward Block, 
including my Honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition and others, have 
been released and I want to know particularly why Sardar Sardul Singh 
Caveeshar has been selected for this discriminatory treatment I know Sardar 
Sardul Singh Caveeshar personally He is verv well respected and intellec¬ 
tually he is a very great man He has written several books He was a 

member of the Congress Working Committee, which is the highest honour for 
anv Indian and at the time of his arrest he w'as the acting Resident of the 
Forward Block He is greatlv respected by the people of rnv province and 
T hope the siiine is the <*iise a^l over the countrv Anv tune iliiiing which 
Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar is kept m jail is bound to embitter the feelings 
of the peojile against the Government I would request the Honourable the 
Home Mcmbei to review' their cases nnd to issue orders uniiiediatel\ What 

reason can there be to detain Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar any further’ If 

he comes out, will the British Empire fall or w'lll the Heavens come down** 
The Government of India’s attitude is entirely revengeful and vindictive in 
keepimr that eminent gentleman any longer in jail Sir, T support the motion 
Shri Sarat Chandra Boae (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban) • Sir, shortly 
after the enactment of the Defence of India Act and the promulgation of the 
rules thereunder, speaking from my place as the Leader of the Opposition in the 
Bengal Ijegislative Assembly, 1 said that the Defence of India Act and the rules 
made thereunder were not made for the defence of India’s freedom but were 
made for the perpetuation of India’s slavery. Events that have followed one 
after another in quick succession since the year 1939 have, I venture to say, 
j'ustified my remarks to the full The same remarks apply with equal force to 
the ill-bom tfnd, shall I say, the ill-bred successor of the Defence of India 
Hules; I mean the Bestriction and Detention Ordinance of 1948 

Let UR examine for one moment what has been and is being done. The 
Federal Court decides 'that a particular rule of the Defence of India Buies is 
illegal nnd ultra vire» But the perpetuation of India’s slavery demands that 
the same rule in another form should be promulgated, and in oomes the Bestrio- 
tion and Detention Ordinance. The Calcutta High Court declares that a parti¬ 
cular rule of the Defence of Indi^ules is illegal and ultra vireB and that certain 
detentions under that rule cannot possibly be supported. At onee, the — day 
•or the next, order is served on the prisohen, whose release isHrected by the 
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Calcutta High Court, under that rusty, old Hegulatiou, Begulation HI of 1818. 
That IS why 1 say today that whether it is the Defence of India Hules or whether 
it 18 the Hestnctiou and Detention Ordinance of 1948, all such and similar rules 
and ordinances were made and continue to be enforced in order that India’s 
ivery might bo perpetuated. Take, for instance, the oases of thiee well-known 
patriots of India—Sardar 8ardul Singh Ouveobhai, Satyuranjan Hakshi and Joi 
I’rakash Narain, to mention only three out of a host of others. What civilized 
government in the world con possibly think of keeping such persons in detention? 
If they had been guilty of any criuies, they ought to have been put up before 
the com Is of law 

It was said at the iiiigu these rules and ordmances wore promulgated that 
they weie meant for the duration of the war and six months thereafter The 
war has come and gone but the detentions continue and one does not know how 
long they will continue The same relentless policy is being pursued foi the last 
SIX years If, in response to the notice which was given by my Honourable 
friend Air iSaksena, the Honourable the Home Member had got up m this House 
and said, "AVell, the Government of India are prepared to release these men”, 
such an action would have had some grace Bui flic Government of India seem 
doteimined to fill the cup of bitterness to the full Let tliem do it, let them do 
it, lot them do it We urc piepared for it We know that as long as a single 
man like Sardar Saidnl Suigh Caveeshar, Satyuianjan Baksbi or Jai Prakash 
Nuram is m jail, the place of every honest and patriotic son of India is m jail. 
As long as they are m jail, the Government which is represented on the Benches 
in front ol me, stands convicted of cnine, of crime against human society, of 
ciiino against law and of crime against justice I know the Government speaks 
of law and order, but it is their law and their order. I know—and I heard the 
Honouiable the Home Member saying so few moments ago—that their policy is 
to release pnsoners us soon as possible, as soon as it is consistent with public 
safety Public safety, as described by the Honourable the Home Member or the 
Government whom he represents, is not the safety of India, it is the safety of 
llie imperialist Government which is dominating India. That is not pubho 
safety. Take a plebiscite, if you like, today. 1 challenge you to do it. The 
pubhc safety of India will demand that each aud every person who is now in 
jail should be released That is the pubho safety for which we stand, not the 
safety of that diabolical imperialism known as British impenalism compounded 
of hypocrisy and cruelty, which denies the ordinary elementary rights of man 
Public safety, forsooth I I challenge the Government of India to put this matter 
before tlie public of India aud take their verdict. Will they do it? Have they 
the courage to do it? The Government have a rusty old weapon m their 
armoury, and when the courts decide one way, when they decide that a parti¬ 
cular ordtuance is illegal or a particular rule is illegal, the rusty old weapon 
comes in very handy. 

Then, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member said there was co nsultation 
between the provmces and the Centre. 1 admit I never had experience of 
executive administration. But I know, I have some idea of the sort of consul¬ 
tation that goes on. It only affords an apology either to the provinces or {b the 
'Centre, it only affords on excuse either to the provinces or to the Centre, as the 
case may be. If you ask a question in a Provincial Assembly, in comes the 
answer that it is a matter for the Central Government. When you ask a Himilar 
question in the Central Assembly at Delhi, comes the answer, "Well, the person 
is m the custody of the Provincial Government, the Punjab Government, the 
Bengal Government, etc., etc., and it is a matter left to them". That is why 1 
say these consultations only afford some excuse either to the Central lloyeinment 
'Or to the Provincial Government as the case may be But the detention conti¬ 
nues. These so-called consultations, shall I say, ore consultations between 
fellow criminals,—^between those who have been an^who still are guilty, as I 
said, of crimes against law, orunes i^ainst justice, crimes against human sooiety. 
Well, Sir, consultations go on merrily between fellow criminals and the result 
is what we know today. Then, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member, said— 
-whether he meant it or not. T nanTiAf oav—— -* i-- ' 
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[blui Saiat Chundia liobe]* 
he suid iiiudvcrteutly but ho did make tho admission that these people ore 
detained for their views Well, Sir, it reminded me of souiethiiig whitl* 1 had 
read when I was still within iny teens 1 read something about Italy under 
Austrian domination I retneniber reudiug that when Austiian domination was 
in force, eveiy ^ouiig iiiuii, who was silent and serious, was considered to be 
dangerous by the Austrian Governinent^nd was locked up in prison Here the 
Government of India detain people for their views or supposed views The 
Austiian Government ol course went a little further Here the Goveinnient me 
W'isor than Govciinnunls weie in those days—Govciiiincnls which detained young 
men who w'ere silent and serious for not giving evpression to their views I 
have not the least doiihf however, that by .nul bv when vou w’lll not find even the 
excuse lor ‘.jMing flint ihe views of pii^onors me ilangeioiis yon will also adopt 
the Austiian model and detain men ^omig and old who are silent and serious 
for not giving expression to their views 

Shn Sri Frakasa: Even though I was not serious they detained me 

Shri Sarat Ohandra Boae: One admisbiou the Honourable tho Home Mem* 
bei made this alteriiooii and tliat was that the lesponsihihty lay with the Gov¬ 
ernment ot India Sir, I am extremely beholden to the’Goveinnient of India 
for fhe opportunity they gave me for lour long years to leiid hooks and news¬ 
papers, ot coui'-e not sent In (iovemineiit but eitlier purchased l)\ me oi sent by 
my people, exeept those which weio withheld by them on the giomul that my 
education liacl been on wtong lines, and that it was up to them to try and 
educate me on the light lines even m iny lifly-fiilh veur—I am extremely be¬ 
holden to the Government for the opiioilunity they gave me lo read some iiooks 
and newspapers I road often and oiten that when it eame to the question of 
responsibility, the Centic thicw the lesiionsibihtv on Ihe piovinecs oi the pro¬ 
vinces eonccined threw Ihe icsponsibility on the Gentre However, one matter 
lias ben cleared up this afternoon h\ the Honom.ible the Home Member—that the 
responsibility rests with the Government of India So, the position today is 
clear and I am thankful to the Honourable the Home Member for clearing up the 
position even at this late stage We know, therefore, that what 1ms been done 
up till today and what is being done today is in accordance with tho policy of 
the Government of India and it is that policy which }i.is inspired the Provincial 
Governments as well What is that policy? Tt is the policy of detention without 
trial, tho policy of British imperialism for the last 200 years, the same policy 
which has continued, at any rate, ever since 1818 T nsk the Government of India 
to reflect as to whether that is the policy they are minded to pursue still I ask 
them to reflect and to give ns an answer hero and now, whether tfiey are pre¬ 
pared to abandon the naked imperialism of Winston Churchill ^I tell them that 
we know and we feel that it is the same old imperialism that is in force today, 
only in a parson’s cloak That will not and cannot satisfy India The Govern¬ 
ment ought to have learnt that lesson by now If we have learnt one lesson 
after these six years, it is this,—that the so-called democracies are myths, that 
the war which was fought, was a war between two rival Eoscisms, that whether 
it was Germany and Itafy' on the one hand or British and America on the other, 
it was u war between two rival Fascisms, it was an attempt to fashify the whole 
earth, only with this difference that the one set had Adolf Hitler as their Fuhrer 
and the other set* had 1 loosevelt, or Churchill or his successor Clement Attlee as 
theirs ^ ^ 

Several Honouralfle Members: The question may now be put 
Mr. Obairman: The question is* 

* i'hat the quettion be now put ” 

The motion was adopted 
Mr. Obairman: The question is: 

'•'J’hat the Asaembly do now* nr.journ ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 24th 
January, 1046. 
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xuL,,‘iBHemul 7 met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Elever. 
of the Clock. 


MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Secietaiy of the Asaemhly: The followmg. Message has been received froir 
His Excellency the Governor General: 

“Order 

WUvieas Sir Cowasjueehangtr, Bart , G B E , K C I E , M.Li A., has 
resignfd the office of Chairman of the Legislative Assembly; 

Now, therefoic, in puisuancc of the prov^ions of Snb-rule (2) of Rule 3 of 
the Indian Legislative Rules, I, Archibald Peictval, Viscount Wavell, hereby 
appoint Lt -Colonel Di J C Chatterjee, M L A., to be Chairman of the Legis¬ 
lative A’tsembly with effect from the morning of Thursday, the 24th January, 
1946 

(Signed) WAVELL, 
Viceroy and Governor-General 

Nkw Delhi, 

The 23rd Januauj, 1940 


[Lt -C’dl Dr .r C Chatterjoe (Xonunated Non-Official) then occupied the Chair] 

Mr. Ohairman (Lt Col Dr J C Chatterjee) Honourable Members desir¬ 
ing to take the oath or make the affirmation of allegiance to the Crown will 
do so now 111 the manner prescribed 

MEMBERS SWORN* 

Sn Keimoth Grant Mitchell, C J E , M L A (Go\erumeut of India Nomi- 
cated Official), 

R.ija Sir Saijid Ahmad Ah Khan Alvi. M L z\. . (Nominated Non-Official) 

Mr. Ohairman: I will first take up the adjournment motions 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) May I know as 
to when Sir Kenneth Mitchell was nominated? Was he nominated this 
morning? 

Mr. Ohairman: I have no information Will the Leader of the House say 
when Sir Kenneth Mitchell was nominated? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) He was 
nominated this mornmg in place of another official. 

Frol. H. G. Banga (Gunturemu Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural). When 
was it gazetted? Is it not necessary that it should be done before? 

TEe Hmionrahle Sir Edward Benthall': No, Sir 

Oiwan Ohaman Lall: That was done in order to swell the number of votes 
on the other side. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: It was done in anticipation of a 
debate this afternoon. 

Prof. E. G. Banga: Is he not nominated in place of Mr Krishnamoorthi? 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan): 
When did Mr. Krishnamoorthi resign? 

The BDnonraUe Sir Edward Benthall: Yesterday. , 

Shzl Sarat Ohandxm Bose (Calcutta: Non-Muhunmadan Urban): May I 
know whether he was forced to resign? , 

( IM) 
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Diwan Ohaman Lall: Ma 3 ' 1 also enquire whether you have auy intimation 
>10 far that Mr Krishnamoortlii has resigned his seat in the Legislative 
Asspinbh, and whether you ha\e been infurined that the \aeancy has been 
filled up‘^ Further, whether the Jfonourablo Member is entitled to take his 
oath before the nomination is ga/ettod^ 

Mr. Ohairman: I ha\e not been informed, but I do not think the question 
anses. 

Prof. N. a. Banga: Why not? 

Mr. Chairman: It is not necessary that the Ohairmaii should be informed 
•of the nomination of any particular Member 
Prof. H. O. Banga: Was the office infoimed’ 

Sir George Spence (Secretary, Legislative Department) Copies ol the noti¬ 
fications have been sent to the office of the Legislative Assembly in the 
ordinary course 

Prof. H. G» Banga: Wc are not able to follow \ou 

Mr. Chairman: I do not think the llou^e would like me to 211 ‘olong a dis¬ 
cussion of this kind Nomination is a ni'ttci foi tliL Governoi General and 
as we have just been infoimcd, the iieces>6ar\ iire’nninnries have been given 
effect to, and T think 1 + is futile to pursue this mutter 

Seth Govind Das: }.!' Kn4inauiooithi has lesigiied because Government 
have not full faith in him 

Mr. Cnairman: I ha\e no information whatsoever I do not think that this 
matter aiiscs I will now take up the adjournment motions 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That suggestion is completely 
inaccurate 

Prof. K. G. Banga: Onl^ they have iiioie faith in a white man 
MOTION FOW ADJOUUNMENT 

I'lILURK TO OVIIRY ll Assi UAVtE JC TtAIT-llo^I) OO-OBDINATION SCHEME 

Mr. Ohairman: I will now take uji the adjouriuncut motions The first 
motion that is before me todav is by the Honourable Mr Mohan Lnl Baksena 
W'ho save tliat “1 hcrebv give notice of my intention to ask for leave to make 
a motion for the adjournment of the business of the T.egis'afive Assembly for 
the purpose of discussing .1 definite in.itter of urgent public importnnee, namely, 
to censuie the Government for not c.irrving out the assurance given by the 
Horipiirable the War Transport Meinbei. Sir Edward Benthall, to the Legislativa 
Asseniblv on 12th April, 191a, in executing the rail road co-ordimition Scheme”. 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiql (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban)* 
]\fay I rise to a point of ordci The agenda paper mentions only two items 
one, taking of oath and the other, election of President. Where are these 
adiournment motions’ 

Mr. Chairman: Under Sfandine Order 21 thev are taken up aiitomatifally. 
It 18 not necessary to have them entered on the agenda 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiql: Even on an important day like todiv’ 

Mr. Chairman: I have given my ruling 

I have nlrcadv rend out the adjouinnient motion sent m by tlje Honour¬ 
able Mr Mohan La’ Saksena I would like to hear him on the question. 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
As Honourable Members arc aware. Sir Fdwnrd Benthall made a speech on 
the 12th of April lOd.*) before this House, he gave definite assurances, and 
on the basis of that a demand of 82 lakhs which had been formerly voted down 
wras granted T^ut after that in my province as well as in other provinces, 
the assurances have not been carried out Neither have the bus-owners been 
consulted, and in the matter of appointment of promoters most of them have- 
not been taken from amongst them; outsiders were imported Either they 



MOTION FOU ApjOURNMENT 157 

were granted fresh permits or those persons have been appointed promoters 
who had nothing to do with the motor trade Then, Sur, dominant portion of 
the share capital was allotted to the liailways and m my province the share 
capital al'otted to operators was only 34 per cent Another thing is that the 
representatives of the people were not consulted especially in those provinces 
where Section 93 regime works, we know that these authorities have worked 
the scheme in their own way irrespective of the convenience of the public or 
the interests of the bus-owners. 

Then one thing more The Honourable Member had given an assurance 
that this scheme would not be pushed through, and that it would be worked 
over a number of years and it required {latience, consultation and co-ordina¬ 
tion But nothing has been done. On the contrary an Ordinance was enacted 
on the 1st September 1945 to arm the Executive with ^wers so that these 
operators may be coerced into ]oining these companies ^en again assurance 
was given that capitalists would not be allowed to come in, but we find that 
capit.'dists have been allowed to come in not only as promoters but they have 
been allowed to take 15 per cent of the share capital. They are to take 16 per 
cent, Local OovernmcMil 5 per cent and railwa-ys 45 per cent 

These are the points which I place before the House and this is urgent 
because notices have been given to the operators terminating their permits- 
and b\ the 15th or IGth February this scheme is going to be started. 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions. Muham- 
niadnu Hindi) Ou n point of order A speech ought to be allowed only at the 
time when the motion has been admitted 

Mr. Chairman: Will the Honourable Member be brief? 

Shn Mohan. Lai Saksena: I have given the reasons that this scheme is being 
rushed and forced and the interests of the bus-owners are being sacrificed 
Mr. Chairman: Wi'l the Honourable Member in charge explain the position? 
Tne Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU (Member for liailways and War 
Transport). The Honourable Mover is correct that I gave certain assurances 
and 1 giuo an uiidertaking that 1 would keep the House informed of pro¬ 
gress. Ill pursuance of that uudertakmg I placed on the table a white paper 
and a progress report to show what the Government had done smee. I mam- 
tam that there has been no change of policy and no deviation from our 
undeitaking Must of the points which my honourable friend has mentioned 
are matters for the Provincial Government withm whose sphere road transport 
comis, vu , consultation with the, bus-owners and the question of promoters 
in particular As regards the predominant share of the railways the position 
is ps v\p have said in the white paper and on the floor of the House As 
regards the Ordinance, it reduces tho chances of coercion. That is a statement 
of fact and I have no qualms about any failure to adhere to what we said I 
did give the House an assurance that we would welcome an opportunity for 
discussion I am perfectly willing, if the House wishes, that we should dis¬ 
cuss it this afternoon or at any other opportunity that may occur later, 

Mr. Chairman: In view of what the Honourable Member in charge has said, 
does the honourable mover of this adiournment still desire to press it? 

Shrl Mohan Lai Sa&aena: Yes, Sir. If the Honourable Member allows a 
discussion on the white paper, then I nm prepared to withdraw it 

The Honourable Sir Edward' BenthaU: I think it should be discussed either 
on the odjournment motion or on the discussion on the Bailway Budget. 

Shii Median Lai Saksena: The Bailway Budget will come oS very late. As 
I have informed the House the scheme is going to be enforced by the 15tb 
February We want an opportunity before that 

Sir Mohammad Tamln Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Bural). I think 
a date should be allotted before the Bailway Budget because that Budget has 
many other things mixed up with it and this is o big question. We should 
be allowed one full day. 
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TAe Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: \Ve have a very busy programme la 
jhis SoBsiou I place m>seli oiitirel} m the haiiils of the House as to when 
we discuss it, but J do not think we can allot a day 

Mr. Obairman: In view of the fact that the Honouiablc Member has no 
serious objection to its being taken up todaj, is it jour wish to press the motion? 
Shri Mohan LM Saksena: Yes 

Mr. Chairman: 1 consider that this motion is m order and I admit it. 1 
am unable, as the House will appicciate, to iix a tune .is we have more 
impoitaut business The time had better bo fixed bj the President when he 
has taken his seal, which, I think, will be after lunch lod.ix If it is con¬ 
venient to the House, J will admit the motion but I will not fix the time 
when we shall discuss it • , 


ELKtlTlON OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT DEPAltTMENT 

Mr. Chairman: The next item is the fuithei consideration of the following 
motion moved l)\ the Honuni.iMe Sii Edw.inl Benthail on the 23rd January, 
1040. 1)/^ 

“lI'iTt tliii do pioteed to elect, in ^such inaimci as inaj be aiiproveil by the 

Hoiioiii ible tlio C'haiiiiMii ten non olhc’al members lo serve on tbe Si.iiulnig Committee for 
the Depaitinvnt of Planning .ind Develuiiinent lot the test ol the ciiitenl rnia'uial year 
and the who'e of the novt hnaiici.il >e.u, 1946 47” 

The Honourable Sir Ardeshir Dalai (Member foi Pluniiiiig and Develop¬ 
ment) I regret 1 w.is not picsent at the House jcsteid.iy when the Hoiiour- 
oblo the Jjcader of the House moved this motion beiause I w.is culled 4 way 
to a \er\ iinpoitunt cor.nmltee on winch nieinburs iium all over India were 
summoned i understand that my honouiablc fiieiid, Mr Maim tiubedar, 
raised some queries in connection w‘ith this motion, which 1 shall be veiy happy 
to answer todaj' He seems to be undei u seiious imsupprchcnsiou regarding 
the duties and functions of the Pohej- Committees and he seems to think that 
the standing Coniimttec of this House is placed iii a pasition of subordination 
to the Pohev Coininittees As a matter of fact it is nothing of the sort The 
General Policy Coinmitteo and the industries Policy Committee meet¬ 
ings wore summoned in October 194o This Standing Committee of 
niy Depaituient was constituted last April and its iiieclmg was summoned 
befoie the House arose m April Between April and August I was out of 
India After T returned another meeting of the Standing Oomimttec was 
suminoned in September, although it was onlj a few days before the Assembly 
was (lisso’vcd So it is not correct on the part of niy hoiidurable friend to 
snj that the meetings were not summoned frequently On the other hand 
there has been only one meeting of the Policy Committee suminoned during 
the \car The Policy Committee does not, as my honourable friend seems 
to think, plan or advise us on the matter of planning in such a detailed manner 
as he imagines The policy of the Government with regard to planning and 
development is placed before the Policy Committee and there is a general 
discussion on the subject at the Committee All the proceedings of the 
Policv.Committees aie open to the Members of this House and they are 
speeificnlly sent to the Members of the Standing Committee. As a matter 
of fact no Member of the Standing Committee has raised any objection on this 
ground I hope, therefore, that my honourable friend .... 

Mr. Mftnu ffubedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Tndian 
Commerce) What about reconstruction? 

The Honourable Star ArdetaUr Dalai: That is a Committee of the Cabinet 
itself It is a Committee of the Executive Government 

Mr. Mann Subedar: The Provincial members and States’ members are there. 

Tbe Honourable Sir Ardediir Dalai: No, not on the Beconstruotion Com¬ 
mittee That is again a misapprehension. I hope, therefore, that my honour¬ 
able friend is satisfied with tlds explanation. 
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JiSi. Mann Subedar: What about the curcuiatiou ot puperb? 1 understand 
that papers were uot given to tlie Members of the Standing Advisory Com¬ 
mittee tor the Planning Department which were given to the llecoristruction 
(’uininitteo as wel' us to ilie Policy Coinmiltee We want full tiroulation. 

It IS a question of tlie dignity of this Hou>e This ought to be the paramount 
and the last body advising tins GoveiMiiient before tliey take action My 
subniibsion is that the papers submitted to the Ileconstruetion Committee and 
to tlie Policy Committee haie not been given to the Menihcib of the Standing 
Advisory Coniimtlee 

Tha Honourable Sir Ardeahir Dalai: papcis of tins kind were submitted 

to the Policv (,'oininiltire at all Tlui Ileconstruetion Committee of which the 
ilonouiuble "Member is talking is soiiiftbiiig entnel^ dittcreiit It is the Exe¬ 
cutive I'oiniiiittee of the Cabinet and uaturalK jiaiieis are .submitted to it all 
of wliieli laiiiiufbe suliiiiitled lo the Standing Coiiiniiltee under tlie ru'es as 
laid down and disciib&ed onh (he olliei day and passed Thirefoie there is 
nothin;,' on uhieh 1 can sol* ilul the Konoiirable Meinber can Ji.i\l> a grievance. 

Prof. N. 0. Banga (Gunt n (an Neiom 'xon-Muiiamm i lan lluialj \iheii 
this Slaiiding Coiiiniitlec makes its ix.eo'iiiiioii i<ili»’us to tne Govcininont, the 
Govcuimi'iit should be piepated to niUnni toe iiiembeis ol ihe iStanding Com¬ 
mittee whtit <ietiun li.is been lakta on iiuy ot the lixumnicndations or all the 
lecommcndntions ot that Coninutleo In lu( t there wcie tw'o meetings of that 
eomnnttcc so l.ir as 1 leincmbA and m iet.a.d to the second iiieetiiig 1 do not 
kiioa whethci the piocccdings ol that meeung have been communicated lo all 
the nicmbcis oi th<it comiinttuc uud L do uot know' when those proceedings are 
going to be comiiiumcatcd and it the' have been coininunicuted already, I 
have not received them M\ suggestion is tluil in regard to every one of the 
suggestions iimdc’ this Coimnittcc, the action taken by Governineut or 
proposed to be taken liy Govcinmcnt might also be cominimicated to the 
mcijibeis of tlie Coiniuittee 

Sii M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madias ceded Districts and (;hittoor' 
Nmi-Muhaiiimndaii liurul) And Meinl>eis of ihe House « 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddm Ahmad (United Provinces Southein Divisions. Muham¬ 
madan llural) Sir, thoie arc some impoitant questions of policy on which, I 
beheve, the opinion of "the House ought to be taken before any expenditure 
IS incurred 1 take only one illustiation, that is, the question of air service. 

I undeistund that nir seivice m India is under contemplation They have to 
decide vihether it should be run by the Government like the Railways 
or whetlier it should be handed over to certain companies If they are 
to be lumded over to certain companies, on what conditions Before any 
expenditure is sanctioned on this particular question, I think the Finance Com¬ 
mittee will be Ill great difficulty w'hether to vote or not on this issue before 
taking the opinion of the House Therefore it seems desirable that on any 
question of ])olicy which involves large expenditure the opinion of the House 
should he taken "before any expenditure is incurred. 

Mr. Ohalrman: The question is 

“That this Assemblv do pioceed to elect, in such manner as may be apptoved. bv the 
Honourable the Chainnan, ten non-oflitial roernWra to seivo on the Standing Committee for 
the Department of PlnnniiiR and Development for the rest of the curient financial year 
and the whole of the next financial vear, 1946-47 ’’ • 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Qhalrman: I have to inform Honourable Members that for the purpose 
of election of Members to the Standuig Committee for the Planning and Deve¬ 
lopment Department, the Notice Office will be open to receive nominations 
npto 12 noon on Wednesday, the 30th January, and that the election, if neces¬ 
sary, will be held on Thursday, the 7th February. The election, which will 
he conducted in accordance with the Regulations for holding of elections by 
means of the single transferable vote, wiU be held in the Assistant Secretary’s 
room in the Council House, between the hours of 10-80 a.h. and 1 p.m. 
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Mr. Oli&irxnaii: In uccordauce with the provisions of rule 5A of^khe rnHian 
Legislative Pules, the House will now proceed to elect a President by ballot. 
In coiiipliunce with the provisions of sub-rule (3) of that rule, 1 have to 
announce to Honourable Members that two nomination papers duly filled in 
have been received on behalf of Mr G. V. Mavalankar and one nomination- 
paper duly filled m has been received on behalf of Sir Cowasjee Jehangir 
I lie names of the proposers and seconders of Mr. Mavalankar are as- 
follows. 


Froposers .... 

Seconders .... 

The iiniiies of the proposer and 
follows 


fShn Sarat Chandra Bose 
\llr. Kanu Sub^r 
r Shri Satya Narayan Sinha. 
l,Shri Sn Parkasa. 

seconder ot Sir Cowasjee Jehangir are as- 


Proposer.Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan. 


Seconder . • . . . Syed Qhulain Bhik Nairang. 


Hunuurdblc Members wiU now come up to the table and take the ballot 
papfis from (ho Secretary in the order in w-hich I call their names To 
presei\e the 'Secrecy of the ballot, I would mvite Honourable Alembers, on 
taking the ballot papers to proceed to the sm.ill room behind the Chair, record 
their votes at the table in th.it room, fold the pupei-s, return to the Secretary’s 
table bj the left of the Chau and drop (he voting papers in the bal'ot box on 
the Secret.iry s table 

Oiwan Oiiamaa Lall (West Punjab Noii-Muhatnmad.m) Sir, I would like 
to liiiow whether aii\ time has been fixed for closing the election We know 
when the election begins but when docs it closeDocs it go on throughout the 
dai and does it continue on the succeeding day also‘> No notice has been 
gnen to us that the election will be c'osed at a particular time I would like 
to know wh.it the position of the Go> eminent is in regard to the continuance 
of the election 

Hr. Chairman: The answer to the Honour.ible Member's query is that we 
proceed now <md wc go on till the election is finished 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: How' can the election be hmsliod unless wc know how 
long the election will go on Voting may go on for the whole day and voting 
iiid.v (oritmue ’atcr on too You do not s.iy when the voting is to close. You 
have gi\en no time for the voting to close How can you say that the elec¬ 
tion will go on’’ The election may go on for a whole month like this I 
want to know what the actual position is ui regaid to this matter 

Mr. Chairman: Surely the Honourable Member has been in this House on 
many occasions The actual position is that Honourable Members will come 
up as 1 call out their names and 1 have described the procedure which they 
w'lll adopt and surely my Honourable friend knows as a practical man that 
this is the best possible thing to do and the voting will now take place as it 
hns taken place on so many occasions before and I do not see any reoson why 
It sliould contiiiue another di^ 

Mr. M. Asai All (Delhi General). Sir, 1 would like to say one word. You 
say you will call out the names and pursue the procedure you hove outlined 
But those who are riot present m the House may turn up later on in the 
day and they have a right to be here mad they have a right to vote. You 
have got to* say when you are going to close the election. Otherwise the 
election goes on and on and on. 

Mr. Chairman: I think that is a perfectly clear issue If there is a certain 
business before the House and due notace has been given, it is the duty of 
Honourable Members to be present at the time. If an Honourable Member 
( 100 ) 
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•does not come when he hag to put a question, he misses his opportunity of 
asking the question or if it is a resolution and the Honourable Member who 
has given notic-e of it is not present he loses his opportunity Exactly the 
same procedure will now be adopted Honourable Members may come up 
-when they are Ciillcd and if an Honourable Member is not present in the House 
when his name is called f very much regret that he will lose his opportunity 
of casting his vote 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: If I want some time to make up my mind, is there 
any rule to prevent me from having it? 

Mr. Ohainnan: The Honomable Member is, I know, a man of decision and 
I am sure he \iill make up his mind without much time I have given my 
ruling The election will now piocecd 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: The ruling only re’utes to the fact that when you 
call the name of any member and he does not happen to be present in his 
seat, he forfeits Ins right to take part in the ballot 

Mr. Ohauman: Unless of couise he comes in before the ballot box is closed 
The ballot will be dosed when the last of the names has been caUed out 
Diwan Ohaman Lall: Granted, but the rule does not relate to the fact that 
once an Honourable Member has taken the ballot paper he may take the rest of 
the day to make up his mind whethei to east his vote or not 

Mr. Ohainnan: If an Honourable Member cannot make up his mind at the 
Tight moment, I regret it it. his inisfortyne *1 will not allow any further discus¬ 
sion, but Honourable Members w'lll appreciate the fact that I am not prepared 
to depart from the practice which has been followed for so long a period and 
which to niy mind is perfectly clear I shall call out the names of Honourable 
Members and they will kindly record their vote as I have directed. 

Mr. M. Aaal Ali: On a point of order I reserve to myself the right to 
protest against this eleetion at any time and take objection to it on the ground 
W'liich I have raised today on the floor of the House 

Mr. Ohalrman: If that is the Honourable Member’s wish, he con do as ho 
likes, but T have now laid down the procedure that will be followed, and that is 
the procedme which has always been followed m this House 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: On a point of order, innv T know whether it is not a 
fact that the procedure regarding this election is not to be chosen by you or by 
any rules made by you? The proeoduro is laid down in the rules .You cannot 
alter the procedure laid down m the rules, and the point raised by my honour¬ 
able friend IS this is there an\ rule under which ^ou are going to proceed now 
and lay down that if on Honourable Member does not happen to be in his seat 
he shall forfeit his right to a ballot, secoiidly, w'hether it is within your right to 
ask an Honourable Member to cast his vote and hand in the paper immediately 
he receives the ballot paper 

Mr. Ohairman: I am not making any new rule I quite understand the 
point you have raised. I am merely carrying out what has been established 
here by practice and what any one, taking a commonsense view of ^ihis matter. 
wUl do 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Coinmon sense is very uncommon in this House. 

Mr, Ohairman: I quite agree Order, order. 

[The names of Honourable Members were then called out by the Chairman.] 
(As the Ballot was proceeding) ' • 

Shri Mohan Lai SakSena (Lucknow Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural)• 
oir. on a point of order ... 

Mr. Ohairman: No point of order can now be allowed I wiU not allow any 
turther interruption. ^ 

(Ballot continuing) 

Mr. Ohairman: The Honourable Sir Ardeshir Dalai 

T ^**^*v!*^***** Sir Ardedilr Dalai (Member for Planning and Development): 

1 00 not wish to record my vote. Sir. - , 
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, (Bnllot contniuing) 

Mr. Ohsinxiftii: Col. Himuiatsmhji. 

Ool, Eumftr Shii Himmatsiiihji (Nominated Noii<OiScial): Sir, with your 
permibSion, I do not wish lo vote. 

(ihe Ballot w'as concluded and the Votes wiere than counted by the Chairman.) 

Mr. Chairinan: The lesult of the \oting is that Mr. U-. V Mayalankar has 
secured 66 votes and Sir Cowasjoe Joliaugir has secured 63 votes. T, therefore, 
declare Mr G V. Mavalankar to bo duly elected by the Legislative Assembly 
as. its President All that is necessary now is to secure the a]>proval of His 
Excellency the Governor General lequitcj by sub-section (1) of section 630 of 
the Govorunient of India Act, as set out in the Ninth Schedule to the Govern¬ 
ment oi India Act, 1935 In older that the lequisitc Approval may be obtained 
and (oinimniK ited to the llou^e, the Ho.ise uill u-.isseinhle .it n.ilf past two 
of the Clock to-day, until wliieh time the House stands .idjourned 

The Assembly then adjourned tor Lunch till Halt P.i'-t Two of the Clock 


The Asseinbl> ie-a<!<!cinbled alter Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr Chan man (Lt -Col Hr J C Chattel jee) m the Chair 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

hvimiE ro cmuu otr Assi uvNcr /r R\ii-Ro\d Co-ohdin vhon Sci.kme 

Mr. M. Asal Ah (Delhi Cendral) Mr Chuiunan, you admitted an adjourn¬ 
ment motion this iiioiiimg I now move that that adjouinmeiit motion may 
stand ovci, till the 39th mstaiu I hope the Goveinineiit will agiec to, my 
motion 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways aud War Trans¬ 
port) I am 111 jicrtcct agreemeiit but I just question whether that is not a 
matter tor the President when he takes the Chair 

Sri M. ij:anihasayanam Ayyangar (Madias ceded Distiwts and Clnttooi 
Non-Muli.imniadan Ruial) It is a mattei foi whoever is in the Chair when the 
motion IS ingdc 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am perfectly agreeable on behalf 
of Govcininent to take up the adjouriiiiient motion on the next day, that is, 
Tuesday 

Mr. Ohalrman: That being so, 1 waive the uigency and agree that the 
adjournment motion be taken on the 29th at such time as the Honourable the 
President may direct. 

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT—confd. 

Mr. Ghairman: I have received a Message from His Excellency the Grover- 
nor General. The Message is as follows: 

“In pursuance of the provisions of suh-ssetton (1) of section 680 of the 
Government of India Act, as set out in the Ninth Schedule to the Government 
of India Act, 1936, I, Archibald Percival, Viscount Wavell, hereby signify that 
I approve the election by tAe Legislative Assemfbly of Mr. GanesH Vasudeo 
Mavalanknr as President of the said Assembly. 

(Sd.) WAVELL, 

Governor General." 


New Delhi; 

‘The 23rd January, 1946 
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Before 1 ask the Honourable Mr. Mavalankar to take the Chair, 1 would very 
much like to say just a few words to congratulate him most warmly on his elec- 
lu the exulted office of the Fresident of the Legislative Assemhlv of In<li.i 
It ih un office which any man may be proud of and we feel that not only Mr. 
jVl.ividunkar has great reason to be proud of the choice of this House but also 
the House itself cun well be proud that :i man of hib undoubted ability, 
eiiiiueiice and high-mmdedness has been elected to this high office Mr. 
Mavalankar has not been in this House for very long, but that does not show 
that he is in any way a stranger to us. He comes to this House to occupy the 
exalted office of its President with a great record of work behind him, a record 
of eiiimenoe and of distinction A leading member of the bar of the Bombay 
High Court where he has distinguished himself for many years and in many 
ways, he'has also distinguished himself by his work as President of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly of Bombay, of which he had been President since 1937 That 
fits him, I am sure all Honourable Members will agree, to occupy this exalted 
position with tho experience and eminence which such nn office requires from 
its occupant 

While we congratulate him most whole-heartedly, I am vure Honourable 
Members will agree that the duties on which Mr Mavalankar is now about to 
enter are by no means a bed of roses, particularly at this time when our country 
stands at a critical period, he will have to exercise great patience, and of course 
undoubted judgment, but I also say great patience because once he occupies this 
exalted Chair he becomes the custodian of the rights of this House, not of one 
party or of another, but of every party and of every section. and from what I 
have heard of his work and his eminence, I feel sure that in his hands the 
interests of this House, its dignity and its position are fully secured, that every 
Member to whatever party he may belong or whatever his position in the House, 
we may look up to him for impartial judgment and as the protector of the 
rights of every individual member of tbis'House. 

If 1 could venture to take a peep into the mind of Mr. Mavalankar, I feel 
that at this time he has not quite the same feeling of elation aud joyiulness 
which his colleagues here feel and will no doubt express, but that at this time 
he must be feeling how great is the burden, how heavy the responsibility which 
he now undertakes I feel that at this time we ought to pledge to him our 
support because he has been elected President of the whole House and as far as 
1 can say I can assure him that such support will be forthcoming from every 
section of the House who have now elected him to be their Pre»dont 1 also 
feel that at this time he has the support of his countrymen, but he also ought 
to have their good wishes, their co-operation and above all their prayers that in 
this great work which he is now entermg upon he may receive all the strength, 
the wisdom and the guidance which only comes from Providence on high, and 
with these words I welcome the Honourable Mr Mavalankar to the Chair and 
ask him to occupy it 

[Thereupon Mr Chairman (Lt.-Col Dr J. C Chatterjee) vacated the Chaur, 
which was then occupied by Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V 
Mavalankar).] 

Hie Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) Sir, it is my 
privilege as Leader of this House to offer you the warm congratulations of Gov¬ 
ernment on your election and confirmation to your high office. No one has 
doubts of your eminent' qualifications for the arduous and responsible task which 
has fallen to you. As the Chairman has said, you come to this House witli a 
very high reputation on account of your distinguished secord as President of the 
Bombay Legislative Assembly Sir, you will enter on your duties today with 
goodwiU from all sides as the acclamation has shown and you will, I have no- 
doubt at all, cany the confidence of all parties in fulfilling the task with impar¬ 
tiality and faimesB to all parties aqd every individual in the House. Sir, I wish 
to assure you of Government’s loyal and firm support in upholding the dignity 
of the Chair and. Sir, I cordially wish you every success. 
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Slui Sant Ohaiidn Bom (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. PreBident, m my capacity as Leader of the Opposition and also on behalf of 
the Congress Party in this ^sembly, and, if I may add, on my own behalf as 
well, 1 offer you our heartfelt congratulations on your elevation to the Chair. It 
IS true, Sir, that you are new to this particubr Chair; but you bring with you 
experience of smular duties in the Presidency of Bombay and you bring with 
you reputation for understandmg and wisdom, fairness and impartiality. Your 
services to the country have been manifold. You have borne the cross with 
great courage and determmation and of the many services you have rendered to 
the country for the last two decades or more, to my mmd, there is nothing more 
conspicuous than the life you have led. You bring before us an example of a hfe 
lived for the attamment of the highest idesds—mtel)ectual, political aud spintual. 
I have no doubt, Sur, that you will uphold the great traditions which were 
created by one who was your predecessor m the same Chair—, I ineun the late 
Shree Vithalbhai Patel 

The constituency which has called upon you to enter upon your duties m 
this Assembly, had the unique honour and privilege of calhng upon two worthy 
sons of India in the past—Shri Vithalbhai Patel and Shree Bhulabhai Desai. 
We are proud of you. Sir, and, if I may add, we are proud that it has been given 
to us, the Congress Party, to put in the Chair a person whose reputation for 
honesty, integrity and independence can hardly be surpassed On this occasion 
I cannot for jet,—and 1 hope the House will not take it amiss—that attempts 
were made to break the convention which had been created several years ago; 
aud 1 would like to congratulate the House on its re-establishing the convention. 
I shall not detain you or the House any more. Sir, I congratulate you once 
more and I congratulate the House once more 

*Nawabiada Liaquat All Khan (Meerut Division Muhammadan Bural) 
Mr. President, on behalf of the Muslim League Party I offer you congratulations 
on your election to the high and responsible office of the President of this 
Assembly. Now, Sir, that you have been elected to this office, we hope and 
trust that you will not be influenced m any way by your party affiliations and 
that vou will net in an impartial nnd ]U‘5t manner ns the custodian of the rights 
and privileges of every section of this Honourable House 

Sir, the Honourable Leader of the Congress Party has mentioned or referred 
to some convention 1 think that it would have been much better if the 
Honourable Member had explained as to what he meant by *'well estabhshed 
convention” We who proposed the name of Sir Cowasjee Jehangir for this 
office did so, because we felt that it should not be the right, the sole right, of 
only the Hindus and Muslims, to occupy this high office We felt that the 
other minorities also should have an opportunity, if there was a suitable, a cap¬ 
able nnd a distinguished Member of this House for. 

Diwan Ghaman Lall (West Punjab: Non-Muhammadan): And a Nominated 
Member 1 

Nawabxada Liaquat All Khan; My Honourable friend says *‘a Nominated 
Member” Unfortunately the Parsee community has no door of its own to enter 
this Honourable House. 

An Honourable Member: What about Mr. Masoni? 

Nawabiada Idaquat All Kh a n ; My Honourable friend refers to Mr. Masani. 
Mr Masani has entered this House through the votes of those Honourable 
Members here and he is not here as the representative of the Parsee community. 

Dr. O. ▼. DedunuUi (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): How did 
Sir Cowasjee Jehangir oome to this House last time? 

Nawabiada Liaquat All Khan: Sir, I note that the Honourable Membera of 
the Congress Party have scanty regaM for any other community except thdr 
own, the Sndus. 

Several HonooraUa Memben: Question! 
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NawabMuU Liaqnat iii Sum: I am sorry, Mr. President, I had no intentioii 
.on this occasion at least to refer to any such matter but my Honourable friends 
.on my right have provoked me to say so. 

Several Honouiabls Memben: Oh I 

Kawalnada IJaqnat All Khan: I can assure them that the more the provoca¬ 
tion the greater wUl be my stand for the rights of the Mushms and the other 
jnmcrities. 

To you, tiir, I offer on behalf of my party all good wishes in the discharge 
of the onerous and responsible duties on winch you have entered and 1 wi^ 
to dssure you that my party will be, as it has always been, anxious to co-operate 
with you m mamtaimijg the privileges and the dignity of this Honourable 
House. 

Mr. P. J. Gxiffitha (Assam European): It is in no conventional sense that 1 
rise on behalf of the European Group to offer you our smeere and whole-hearted 
congratulations on your election to Ihis great office to assure you of our unquali¬ 
fied and ungrudgmg support and to affirm our behef that you will guide the 
affairs of this House with wisdom and impartiality. Wo m this Group come 
from a country whose pride it is to ha\e given bath to the Parhamentary tradi¬ 
tion and we reahee to the full that the President of this Honourable House, as 
IS the case with the Speaker of the House of Commons, is the focal pomt of 
that Parliamentary tradition It follows that m so far as we mamtain your 
dignity we mamtain oui own, m so far as we offer to you unquestionmg 
obedience so far we teach the pubhe at large to accept without question the 
decisions of the Legislature In every respect the more honour we give to you, 
the more honour wo show to the Legislature itself and the more firmly we 
establish the Parliamentary tradition m this country It follows from these 
considerations that now that you. Sir, have been elected to your high office, 
you have become the representative not of a section or of a party but of the 
whole House and you are therefore entitled to expect from every party and every 
individual of this House complete and unwavermg support in the discharge of 
your duties On behalf of this Group, I give ,'ou the fullest promise that that 
support will be forthcoming and we, for our part, have no doubt whatsoever 
that in return for, that support from all parties, you will protect them all alike, 
impartially and without regard to their different shades of pohtical opinion 

My last word is this It is our earnest hope that under your wise guidance 
the dignity of this House may be enhanced, that its powers may be extended 
and that before your term of office is finished this House, winch is now a 
subordinate legislature, may bo translated into a fully sovereign body In the 
meantime it will be our aim to give you every assistance in the fulfilment of 
those difficult and responsible duties which you have taken upon yourself. 

Kahanlkoinai Dr. ,81i Vljaya Ansada (United Provinces- Landholders): 

1 congratulate myself and the whole coimt^ on your occupymg that Chair. 
May I say that India is greatly honoured. It is my earnest prayer that you 
Mull estabhsh Indian ixaditicxis and Indian conventions and scrap all those of 
the past. The rules made by a Government that does not represent the will 
of the people should and must be scrapped. In establishing new conventions 
and su^ other privileges, I pray that you will not exclude thw discussion (rf 
provinces where section 93 has become obnoxious I trust that we, the un¬ 
attached Members who ore in the role of dhobi ka Kutta, ttrill get as good an 
innings from your hands as the other parties in this House. 

Mr. FrMident (The Honourable Mr. Q. V- Mavalankar) I do not propose to 
say many words. I really feel overwhelmed at the very kind wor^ that have 
been said about me and I do feel the weight of the expectations about me I am 
thankful to the House for the great honour they have -done me and for t^ oonfi- 
draoe they have reposed in me. The burden oast on me is very heavy but I h(^e 
l^t I shall be able to shoulder it with the oo-operatkm and good will of all 
of the House. The rights and privileges of Members will always be my first * 
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concern and 1 shall try my beat to so conduct myself as to maintain the best 
traditions of deiuocuitic iiisututions 1 do not think I need say aiiythiiiif 
further Honourable Members, I thank you very heartily again 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS 

The Honooiable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) With your 
permission Sir, I would like to make a short statement about the business of 
the House next week When the question of the food debate was considered 
yesterday, some Honourable Members expressed the view that one day would 
not be suliicient for the discussion of Bretton Woods ' The discussion on the 
Bretton Woods Agreement has been put down for Tuesday the 29th In order 
to meet that point of view, I am suggesting for the consideration of the House 
that it might be possible to meet at 2-30 p m on Mnndav, following His Excellency 
the Governor Gencrars address in the morning, and that the Bretton Woods 
motion may be put dow’ii for the afternoon of the 28th and continued on the 29th 
There would, of course, be an adjournment motion which has been adjourned 
from today and which would be taken presumably at 4 p if on the 28th There¬ 
fore there would be an hour and a half’s discussion on Bretton Woods on Monday 
the 28th and it will be continued the next day 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merch.ants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) Does it leave enough time for proposing amendments to the Bretton 
Woods Resolution’ 

Mr President The Honourable the Lender of the House must give time for 
the amendments to be proposed 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: As the disciission will be carried on 
to the next dnv, T think that would give adequate time 

Mr. President: Is that arrangement acceptable to the House? As the 
ChehUim holiday is being observed tomorrow', there will be no meeting of the 
Assemblv tomorrow’ I fix a meeting of the Assembly at 2-30 p M on Monday 
following the Governor General’s address in the morning 

The Honoorable Sir Edward Benthall: Mav I just be clear on one point I 
under«>tood that w’hen Dr Chatterjee w’lis in the Chair the adjournment motion 
would he taken on the next dnv of busincs** I am quite w'llhng to hove the 
adjournment motion on the 29th 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi General) We want the adjournment motion to be 
postponed to the 29th 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That is suitable to Government 

Mr. President: I think it was made clear when the Honourable Member’s 
statemrnt was made The adjouminent motion will be taken up on Tuesday 
the 29th instant at 4 f m 

The Assembly then adjourned till Half Past Two of the Clock on Monday 
the 28th January, 1946 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Monday, 28th January, 1946 


ills EXCELLENCY THE GOVEBNOB GENEBAL’S ADDBESS TO THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

His Excelloncv the Governor General, having arrived m procession with the 
Honournhle the President of the Legislative Assembly, took his seat on' the 
Jlais at Eleven of the Clock 

Hls ExceUenc^ the Gov^or Oeneial: I have not come here to make any 
novel or striking political announcement, but simply to meet the newly-chosen 
representatives of India—those of you who are here, and to speak to you a 
few w'ords of welcome and encouragement 

The intentions of His Majesty’s Government have, I think, been made suffi¬ 
ciently cletnr They have a determination to establish a new Executive Council 
formed from the political lenders, and to bring about a Constitution Making 
Body or Convention as soon as possible 1 cannot ^nter into any details at the 
moment of the methods by which these bodies will bo formed and how the diffi¬ 
culties, of which we are all fully conscious, will be surmounted Nor do I think 
it wiso to try to set a date or dates for steps to Indiui's freedom. I can only 
assure joii that they have a prioritv label both in Delhi and Whitehall I ask 
you for vour cooperation and goodwill in our great task. 

In this session you have already debated on adjournment motions some of 
the piessing questions of the day Proposals for legislation will be pu^before 
30 U by Government spokesmen These include some important measures which 
arc the result of most careful deliberation, and which I think will, if passed by 
the Legislature, advance the credit and welfare of India I do not speak with 
auA intention of influencing your votes It may be that you will think it right, 
some of you, to vote against the Government on almost every issue and tc> inflict 
the maximum number of defeats If you believe that this is your political duty 
I have nothing to snv, I mny think that it will be a short-sighted policy to 
prevent or delay legislation that is likely to be of real benefit to India; but that 
is for you to decide 

I do claim, however, that you should not, in the course of the debates in 
this House during this session, say anything which may reduce the chances of 
mv forming a political Executive Council, affect odveireely the prospect of a 
■settlement on the mam constitutional issues, or increase the bitterness already 
abroad in the country Enough, and more than enough, animosity has been 
caused during the elections to the Central Assembly; and the Provincial elec¬ 
tions are likelv to have the same effect It would be a great help to me, and 
I think to the leaders of your parties, if moderation could Be studied in all 
speeches here during this session. 

I hope and believe that the period of destructive work m the Assembly is 
near an end If I am successful in forming a new Executive Council with the 
support of the principal parties, you will have a very great deal of most important 
constructive work to put in at your next sessimi LegisUrtion by ordinance is 
not at all to my taste and I very much hope that you will then relieve me of 
the necessity to use my powers, even though it may involve long sittings to get 
through all the proposals put before you. 

I think the Parliamentary Delegation have received a very general welcome 
to India and that they have impressed those who have met them with their 
earnestness and sincerity, and of the general desire in Great Britain to achieve 
a lasting and peaceful settlement I am sure that they have made it quite 
clear Chat their purpose is not to delay the programme of His Maj'esty’s Gbvem- 
ment, but to inform themselves, and thus their parties, of present conditions 
And opinions in Tndia ., 
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At the moment all our minds are mevitably concentrated on the great 
political issues shortly to be decided Some of you mav altemate between 
ardent hopes and chiiling feats I for my part am firmlv optimistic, believing 
m an old and homely proverb “Where there’s a will there’s a way ” 

But while the political issues are discussed, the administration of India has 
to go on, the people have to be fed, clothed and housed m the best way that our 
resources permit, law and oi*der have to be maintained, plans for development 
must be prepared, vital decisions affecting India's whole economic future have 
to be taken llj much maligned colleagues have scived India well and have 
had her true interests at heart, I believe that any ngw' Government is likely to 
adopt many of their ideas They are aiTT’without exception, readv and willing 
to hand over their responsibilities at the earliest moment to their successors, 
to whom they will wish good fortune and godspeed in their difficult but vital 
task. 

Gentlemen, it only remains for me to give you my good wishes foi your work 
Ill this momentous Assembly On you rests a great responsibihtv for the free¬ 
dom and greatness of India I would say this to you^n conclusion and say it 
with all the conviction at m\ command that in all gieut constitutional changes 
success has been achieved only by a spirit of mutual understanding and conces¬ 
sion between the parties concerned 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Half 
Past Two of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr. G V Mavalankarr) 
in the Chair 


MEMBERS SWOBN 

Dr B K Madan, ML A , (Government of India Nominated Official), and 

Hony Lt -Commander Aftab Ah (Nominated Noii-Otliciol) 

ELECTION OP THE DEPUTY PIIESIDENT 

Mr, Frealdeiit: In pursuanec of order 5 of the Standing Orders of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, I have to announce that I propose to fix Tuesday, the 5tb 
February, 1946, as the date for the election to the office of Deputy President 
of this House 

Fach member wishing to propose another member as a candidate for elec¬ 
tion will ascertain that the candidate is willing to serve if elected, and will hand 
to me not later than 12 noon on Friday, the Ist February, a notice, showing 
the name of the candidate, signed by the proposmg member himself and by 
some other member as seconder 

As soon as possible after the notices have been handed in I propose to read 
out the names of the candidates, together with their proposers and seconders, 
and if there is more than one candidate, to take the ballot on Tuesday, the 5th 
February, 1946 

The Secretary will issue a circular informing Honourable Members of the 
method by which the ballot shall be held 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PBOCEDUKE (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy (Law Member)’ Sir, I move for leave to intro¬ 
duce II Bill further to amend the Code of Cnminnl Procedure, 1898, (Second 
Amendment) 

Mr. President: The question is' 

‘‘That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to .amend the Code of Cnmiaalt 
Procedure, 1898, (Second Amendment) '* 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Roy: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 



MOTION RE BRETTON WOODS OONERRENOB AGREEMENTS 

Mr. President: As regards the motion which stands in the name of the 
Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands, 1 would like to make clear the procedure 
whicli I propose to follow. lA order that the House may be in possession of 
the whole matter, 1 would call upon the Mover as well as those who have tabled 
the amendments just to move the motion and the amendments without any 
speeches That will place the House formally in possession of the whole busi¬ 
ness including the amendments Then, the Honourable Mover will say what- 
evei he has to say in support of his motion. Afterwards, the other members 
willf of course, take part in the discussion Movers of amendments will follow 
and the debate will proceed 

We have for this purpose about six hours in all, 15 mmutes more or less. 
Tt would be better if we not a very hard and fast time-hmit but some kind of 
time-limit for speeches I would propose about 30 to 40 mmutes ^or the Mover 
of the motion and the Leaders of Parties and about 20 minutes for oth^r speakers. 
T think that will be very reasonable and fair, but if Honourable Members hove 
to suggest anything else, I shall be glad to consider the point 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com¬ 
merce) May I submit, Sir, that this is a very important subject and in order 
to enable at least the principal speakeis from each party, I would request you 
to make half an hour for ordinary apeakers as has been done in this House 
before 

Mr, President: When I said Leaders of Parties, what I really meant was 
principal speakers on behalf of the paity It is not that I shall gi\e 40 minutes 
only to the Leaders of Parties, but whosoever is appointed by the party to speak 
on that motion or amendment would have ample time That is what I mean 
Hajl Abdus Sattai Haji Ishaq Seth (West Coast and Nilgins Muhammadan) 
Sir, with regard to the first part of your statement, it has been the practice in 
this House to allow all the amendments to be moved one after another without 
<3j)ceches But with regard to the Mover himself, the practice has been that 
ho should move his motion and then make hig speech That will help other 
Members to decide whether they should move a particular amendment or not. 
For instance, hero there are certain amendments to censure the Government 
for having done certain things If he makes it clear m his speech that the Gov¬ 
ernment does not deserve a censure, then probably some of the amendments 
may not be moved Therefore, I suggest that the better course will be for the 
Mover to move his motion and make his speech also. Afterwards, all the 
amendements can be moved and the House can proceed with then discussion 
Mr. President: I may say that I had considered that point of view 
My point of view was a little different with reference to this mutter It is 
true that the ameiidmeiita are before the House and it would be proper, to my 
mind, that the House should be in possession of them ond there should be no 
discussion or debate on a motion or amendment which is not formally before 
the House Instead of the Mover of the motion anticipating the amendments 
and speaking on them, it is better that he should know from the beginning as 
to what the amendments before the House are. 

It is still possible that some of the amendments may not be moved, at the 
beginning, by agreement of parties In that case, the time taken up by the 
Mover of the Motion for arguing matters or giving replies to amendments, simply 
because they are on the agenda, would be saved and the position will be more 
regular because the House will be formally in possession of all these amend¬ 
ments In view of the other difficulty pointed out by Honoufable Members, I 
would suggest that in case it is afterwards found that a particular amendment 
need not be there, it can be easily withdrawn. 

Sefh Tusnl Abdoola Haxoon (Sind* Muhammadan Rural): I submit that 
once an amendment is moved, then it becomes the property of the House and 
it will be for the House to decide whether an amendment should be withdrawn 
or not. For instance, I have an amendment on this subject and when the 
Mover makes his speech, I will decide whether my amendment should stand or 
( 169 ) A 2 
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should be withdrawn. In that light, I do submit to the Chair whether it would 
not be possible for the Mover to move his resolution nnd make a speech and 
leave it to those persons who hai/e tabled amendments to decide whether they 
want to move the amendments or not. 

Shaikh Hafluddin Ahmad Siddlquee (Chittagong Division* Muhammadan 
Rural) * Technically speakmg, if I move a Motion in the House, then I have 
albo my right to speak on that motion If I do not do it, then I shall be speak* 
ing twice in the House, and therefore if there is a substantive motion, no am¬ 
endment can be moved until the Mover has explained to us what he means 
May I therefore respectfully suggest that there is room for some revision 
of the prpeedure which you have laid down. • 

Mr. P. J. CMffltha (Assam European) The suggestion of my Honourable 
friend Mr Ishhaq Seth would bo very convenient If we can hear the Govern¬ 
ment ease, then Honourable Members can decide whether to move amendments 
or not and the debate would bo more realistic T would support the suggestion 
that the Mover should speak on his resolution after moving it 

Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Rural) That has been the practice in this House 

Diwaa Ohaman LaU (West Punjab* Non-Muhammadan) We have no ob¬ 
jection to the proposition that has been made, namely, that the Honour.ible 
Finance Member should move his Motion and also make a speech, and then 
others who have tabled amendments should decide afterw'ards whether to move 
them or not If that is the feelmg of the House, we have no objection to it 

Mr. President: If that is the general feeling in the House, I have no objec¬ 
tion. I have explained to the House the reasons which prompted me to suggest 
that course Now*, looking to the desire of the House and also the previous 
practice we will continue in the old manner T have no objection 


The Hononrable Sir Archibald Bowlands (Finance Member) Sir, I move 

‘•That thia Hout,p welcomes the pioposalb ioi betting up an Inteln.ition il Monet.iiv Kiiiid 
jnd an Iiitei'n'itional Hank foi leconstinotion .uid development .is oet out m the Kiinl \it 
of the Bietton Woods Conleieme and also \velroiiio<. the .ution taken bv the (bueinment 
of India in adheiing to the Agret-ments as an Oiiginal Memlier ” 

Sir, in moving this Resolution, I seek the indulgence of the House, and I 
know r shall not seek it m vam For me, this is rather a high ordeal, for this 
is the first occasion m the whole of my life that I have been called upon to 
make anything that may be dignified by the name of ‘speech’ Having spent 
most of my career in the public service in the United Kingdom, where bureau¬ 
crats are very occasionally seen, but never heard, it is a little hard to be thrust 
into this forum of debate, w'here as I know from observations when I was out in 
India in 1937-89, the standard of oratory and skill in controversy are very high, 
standards which as we have seen m the last few days are fully maintained I 
remember listening with pleasure to the many debates in those days and admir- 
^ the skill of such people as Mr Bhulabhai Desai, whose absence from this 
House I pereonally regret, and Mr Satyamurti whose mastery of language, 
coupled with his passionate devotion to any cause he espoused made him the 
most formidable debater But, Sir, I can claim to have none of those qualities 
and I apologise t 9 the House in advance for my inadequacy as a debater. I 
will do my best. 


Tn mo™ this Resolution, as an alternative to the several adjournment 
motions that were put down, my object was to widen,the scope of the debate so 
as to focus the attention of the House to what I regard as the most important 
feature in it, that is to say, whether this House is prepared to annul and revoke 
toe action taken by the Government in committing India to be a member of the 
Bretton Woods Agreement I want to be perfeotiy clear. The issue before the 
House, from the Government point of view, is whether or not India has now to 
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withdraw from the Bretton Woods arrangements I have already, on more than 
one occasion, m answer to questions ond otherwise made it clear that that is 
eKiiclly what the Government is going to do B will abide by the decision of 
the House But my Motion, if you look at it, also covers the points that are 
bought to be raised by my Honourable friend Mr Manu Siibedar m his 
funendinent, namely, whether it was in the interest of India to adhere to the 
J’und and the Bank as an original member 

Let inc take the second point drst, although as I have said, I myself-regard 
it as of much less importance than the first point It is true that my 
predecessor, in answer to a question on the floor of this House, gave 
a pledge that, once the United Kingdom and the United States had 
declared their attitude *to the Bretton Woods Agreement, he would 
bring the matter before this House, before the question of adherence 
of India to the arrangement arose Now, Sir, the circumstances under which 
that pledge was given are very different from the circumstances imder which 
(io\ernment found itself when it had to make up its mind whether to commit 
India to the Fund and the Bank, and that was that a decision had to be taken 
before 81st December of last year Every original member of the Fund had 
lo declare its attitude and deposit certain docummts before 31st December 
and there was no opportunity to consult this House before that decision was 
taken As yon will observe, that pledge was, once the attitude of the United 
States and the United Kingdom had been revealed, at that stage the Govern¬ 
ment would bring the matter before the House Circumstances, as I said, had 
changed completely in that thi8‘*¥ro'hfe waft^dissolved on 1st October It would 
not have been possible or profitable or practicable to discuss the question of 
India’s attitude to these Institutions before the attitude of the United King¬ 
dom bad been revealed To break a pledge, of course, is a serious matter, but 
there are circumstances under which a breach of pledge is justified If, for 
example, my Honourable friend Mr Sinha undertook, on the let January of 
this year, to pay me Ha 10,000 in legal tender notes of one thousand rupees on 
1st February, then if the circumstances had arisen which would have nrevent- 
<‘d him from carrymg out that pledge, I would not regard it as dishonourable on 
his jiarf The Government did its best to carry out the spirit, if not the letter, 
of thr> pledge in that it consulted those interests, or the representatives of thpse 
interests, whom it thought were the most affected, immediately affected by the 
decision I also gave an undertaking in the letters which I addressed to those 
bodies that, if the decision of the House—^I promised to bring this matter before 
the House as soon as possible—^was m the negative, then the Government 
would not hesitate to withdraw from the Fund and the Bank There is no 
technical difficulty whatsoever in so withdrawing All that needs to be done 
IS to write a letter to Washington giving notice of withdrawal and it takes effect 
from the date of receipt of letter If it is accepted by the House that it is in 
India’s interest to adhere to the Agreement, then the point at issue is whether 
there was any particular advantage in joining the Fund and the Bank before 
81st December and thus become an original member of these two Institutions 
I submit that there are distinct advantages In ^e first place we knew the 
conditions on which we join it, they are fully and clearly set out in the Agree¬ 
ments themselves. A member who applies for membership after the Slat De- 
'’Ginbcr 1945 can only join on such conditions as the Fund and the Bank may 
urescribe, and they may well be less favourable than those on which we have 
accepted membership. Secondly, by adhering as an original * member India 
was certain of a seat on the executive directorate as an elected member and 
would thus be in a position to guide, from the very beginning, all policies which 
'Mil determine the working of the Fund and the Bank in future. I do not 
pretend to have the gift of prophecy, but as matters have turned out, owing to 
the fact that the Union of Soviet Bepublics have not joined as an original mem¬ 
ber, India becomes one of the big five of the Fund and the Bank, and, as such, 
becomes an appointed Director and not an elected Director and also bag the 
privilege of holding a part of the resources of the Fund and the Bank in this 
country. As I say, I do not claim any credit for that myself. Thirdly, by 
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adhering as an original member India has undoubtedly enhanced her ever-grow¬ 
ing international status and prestige Fmally, by her action India has avoided 
the risk of raismg resentment in the United States where the Administration 
warmly support the Agreement, and India will have a great deal to do with the 
United States in the future 

The action of Government in committing India as an original member of 
these two institutions was warmly welcomed by the economic press of this 
country 1 submit, therefore, that, on the assumption that the House agrees 
that it is to India’s advantage to become a member of these two institutions, 
the action of Government was entirely warranted Indeed, I have no doubt 
that if Government had not adhered, another motidn of adjournment would 
have been put down censuring Government for not doing so It would have 
been alleged that this irresponsible Government does not hesitate to break 
pledges when it pleases it to do so but is prepared to take its stand on the san¬ 
ctity of a pledge when it is not in its interest to break it- I, therefore, proceed¬ 
ed on the principle that whatever you do is likely to be wrong and so you might 
as \vell do it quickly 

I now turn to the Agreement itself I do not propose to go into any detail 
on what are rather complicated articles since the papers which 1 have circulat¬ 
ed, particularly this short one, set out concisely, and I hope, clearly, what the 
Agreements are all about If Members have not read these documents carefully 
1 hope that, before they come finally to vote, they will do so Secondly, judg¬ 
ing by the number of adjournment motions put down, a large number of Mem¬ 
bers wish to speak Thirdly, if one of the amendments that have been put 
down 18 accepted, namely, to refer the question to a committee of the House 
before the House makes up its mind about it, there will be a further opportun¬ 
ity both m the committee and later on the floor of the House to go into the 
matter in greater detail For obvious reasons I cannot accept that portion of the 
amendments that seems to bring censure on Government because, as T have 
sought to show, the action that Government took was entirerly justified, but as 
to the other parts of the amendments and as to one single amendment, namely, 
the suggestion that the question should be referred to a committee before final 
decision is taken, I myself think that it is advantageous in a matter of this sort, 
wheie the details are highly technical m certain cases, to have the matter 
thraslied out by selected Members of the House before the matter is finally dis- 
jiosed of on the floor of the House. I am, therefore, prepared to accept on 
behalf of Government Mr Haroon’s amendment which seeks to set up a com¬ 
mittee of nine members elected by the House I would make two suggestions 
to him One is that unless it is inherent in the amendment—^I do not know 
enough about procedure to know that—that there should be a member of the 
European group, which contains several members who are able to make valu¬ 
able contributions to the consideration of this question Secondly, I would 
much prefer the period given to the committee, namely, up to the 1st March, 
to bfc considerably shortened I think it would be possible for the committee 
to get through its work in a much shorter time and it would certainly be to the 
convenience of Government Dr Madan who took the oath today, has to get 
back to join the Tariff Board as soon as possible He was, as you know, the 
Secretary to the Indian delegaticm to Bretton Woods 

Now, Sir, what does this rather formidable document containing the Arti¬ 
cles of Agreement add up to? In a sentence, the two institutions seek to 
achieve in the monetary field an increase in intematimal trade and, through 
that, the prosperity of all the countries of the world Economically all nations 
live in a single world, and no country can prosper if it lives in a state of econo¬ 
mic isolation The Fund seeks to achieve its ohjec6ve first by introducing 
order and stability, but not rigidity, into international exchange; secondly, by 
facilitating multi-lateral payments in respect of currehi transactions; thirdly, 
by providing a supplementary source foreign exchange to tide over a tempo¬ 
rary lack of balance in a country's intemaUcmal payments, thus enabling the 
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country concerned to resist the temptation of mdulging in competitive exchange 
depreciation,—a feature which was very prominent m the mter-war period 
and wrought havoc with international trade The part the Bank will play is to 
facilitate the niovument of capital to countries either devastated by war or 
countries with undeveloped resources, m order to raise their standa^ of hfe. 
India, if she is to achieve her full potentialities within a reasonable time, will, 
in my judgment, require large loans from abroad, and here is the means of 
obtaining them without the risk of domination of Indian industry by foreign 
capital 

1 do not pretend that these Agreements are perfect in all then: detail, no¬ 
body would expect an agreement which was hammered out by 44 nations to 
satisfy everybody And ipdeed the Agreements have not been without their 
critics. I think three principal objections can be raised against the Agree¬ 
ments First, it may be argued that the Agreement was premature because it 
can only work effectively if it is buttressed by adequate international arrange¬ 
ments m the sphere of trade policy This criticism is, 1 think, entirely valid, 
to the extent that it is true that this Agreement does require such international 
trade arrangements and is in no way a ^ubstitiite for them But international 
agreements cannot all be negotiated at the same time and v/e have got to make 
a start somewhere There is a gencial concensus of opinion that the A^ee- 
inent must be followed by a trade agreement; and, as you know, the United 
States of America has recently tabled proposals for the expansion of world trade 
and employment and an international conference will be held in the early sum¬ 
mer this year to consider and debate them And India has received and ac¬ 
cepted an invitation to take part in those discussions Secondly, it may be 
argued, and indeed has been argued, that the Agreement will not work in the 
sense that the funds provided m it are inadequate This is an important argu¬ 
ment, but it must first of all be borne in mind that the funds provided for in 
the Agreements are not intended to be the sole or even the main source of 
foreign exchange for debtor countries It is an entire misreading of the Agree¬ 
ment and of the purpose of the International Fund to make any such assump¬ 
tion In the iiiain> countries must rely for normal supplies of foreign exchange 
upon exports and rendering services and, of course, on investment markets as 
tliey liave done in tlie past It does not follow from this, however, that a sup¬ 
plementary source, such as is provided by the International Fund, is not only 
helpful hut desirable; in practice the only currency likely to be scarce is the 
United States dollar. 

And when the unworkability of the Fund proposals are talked of, what is 

g ^ ^ really meant is that the Fund has only a limited amount of dollars at 
its disposal The Agreement does, however, provide means by which 
the supply can be increased The Agreement provides for a rationing of the 
currency that becomes "scarce”—^in this case the dollar I admit it is not a very 
satisfactory waj of denluig with the issue, but only time can really show 
whether the size of the Fund is adequate or not Much must turn upon the 
agreements reached between the nations in the near future on questions of 
tariffs, particularly United States tariff and trade policy, and upon the level 
of American spending upon such things as travel in foreign countries But it 
is not an argument against the Fund that under certain circumstances in the 
future, the present supplies of credit may prove insufficient. 

Lastly,—and this is one of the most important objections used against the 
Fund—there are those who contend thai the benefits from the Fund do not 
compensate for the loss of monetary sovereignty which it involves I am afraid 
that many who argue in this way are guilty of the logical fallacy of thinking 
that what may be good for a sinf^e country, if all other countries behave in a 
different way, will be equally good for the same country if all other countries 
act in the same way The benefit which a single country may derive from 
retaining unlimited monetary sovereignty may be considerable, provided all 
other countries accept limitation, because other countries may then be able 
to retaliate in full But the benefits may quite easily vanish altogether if all 
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countries act on the principle of unlimited monetary sovereignty all the evils 
which this Agreement \ias designed to remedy might easily reappear in full 
measure and no one would benefit. 

This Agreement affords India the opportunity, at a moment of grave import 
to the whole ^\o^ld, of taking full part iii a new organisation of great signifi¬ 
cance and thus of assisting to shape the future course of world monetary 
history It is not merely that by not joining the Fund and the Bank India 
runs the risk that decisions ma> be taken which are not to hei interest or 
thot b> non-adherence she ^\ould be debarred from the benefits of these new 
organisations These are important considerations, but to iny mind they are 
not the decisive ones The decisive reason is that India is now by far the 
strongest and economically best organised country iiv Asia and should feel that 
economic leadership of the East is her proved prerogative 

Mr. President: Motion moved 

“That this House welcomes the proposals for setting up an International Monetary Fund 
and an International Bank for reconstruction and development .’is set out in the Final Act 
of the Bietton Woods Conference and also welcomes the action taken by the Government 
of India in adhering to the Agreements as an Orginal Member ” 

Amendments may now be mo^ed. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Sir, I move 

"That for the original motion the following be substituted 

'That this House condemns the action taken by the Goveruincnb of India and the steps 
> taken by them to signify the assent of India to join as member of the Iiiterii.itional 
Monetary Fund and International Bank as set out in the Final Act of tho Bretton Woods 
Confeience, ui disregard of the assuiances given to this House and to the public of India, 
that such action will not be taken till full information was given to the country at large 
and till the assent of this \88embly was secured. 

That in order to determine what steps should be now taken, an od hoc committee consisting 
of three nominees of the Congress Party, two nominees of the Muslim League Party, and 
two nominees of the Government should be appomted to go into this question and report at 
an early date to this House ’ “ 

Mr. Preadent: Amendment moved 

“That for the original motion the following be siilistitiited 

‘That this House condemns the action taken by the Government of India end the steps 
taken by them to signify the assent of India to join as inembei of the International 
Monetary Fund and International Bank ns set out iii the Final Act of the Bretton Woods 
Conference, in disregard of the assurances given to this House and to the public of India, 
that such action will not be taken till full information was given to the country at large 
and till the assent of this .\8semlily was secured. 

That in order to determine what steps should be now taken, an ad hoc committee consisting 
of three nominees of the Congress Party, two nominees of the Muslim League Party, and 
two nominees of the Government should be appointed to go into this question and report at 
an early date to this House ’ ’’ 

Mr. OeoHrey W. Tyson (Bengal European). Sir, I beg to move. 

“That m the second paragiaph of the amendment moved by Mr Manu Subedar after 
the words ‘two nominees of the Muslim League Party’, the words ‘one nnmin aA of the 
European Group’, be inserted ’’ 

Mr. President: Amendment to the amendment moved 

“That m the second paragraph of the amendment moved by Mr Manu Subedar after 
the words ‘two nominees of the Muslim League Party’, the words ‘one nominee of the 
• European Group*, be mserted ’’ 

Sri M. Anaattusayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor. 
Non-Muhamniadaa Bural): Sir, may I submit that we do not propose to move 
the other two amendments on the consolidated list, namely No. 8 standing in 
the names of Mr. Manu Subedar and Mr. N V Gadgil, nnd No. 4 standing in 
the name of Mr Venkatasubba Beddiar. Q|it we have given notice of two 
further amendments—one by Prof Banga and the other by me—to the amend¬ 
ment of Mr Manu Subedar We delivered these to the Notice Office, and 
they would have been circulated to the Members. In any case they are so 
small that while we read them, members can take all that in their mind. 
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Mr. Frasident: I think the procedure suggested is that first we exhaust all 
the amendments that are already circulated to the Members and then we 
shall take up ut the end the other amendments to the amendment moved by 
Mr Mann Subedar That will be proper so that the House may be in posses* 
Sion of the whole thing. 

Mr. Muhammad Nanman (Fatnn and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham* 
madan) Mr Ayyangar’s amendment has not been circulated to us 

Mr. President: We \m 11 sec to that later on First the Honourable Mr. 
Yusuf Haroon will move his amendment 

Seth Tusuf Abdodbk Haroim: Sir, I move 

"That for the original motion the following be substituted 

‘That this House recommends to the Governor General m Council thjt .i committee 
consisting of 9 members to bn elected by this House be constituted to examine the proposals 
for setting up .in Tnternational Monetary Fnnd and an International Bank for reconstruc¬ 
tion and development as set out m the Final Act of the Bretton Wood Conference and to> 
report before fiist of March, 1946 what action would be in the highest mteiest of India' ’’ 

Mr. President: Amendment moved 

"That for the original motion the fullouing be nihstituted 

‘That this House recommends to the Governor Udioral in Council that a committee 
consisting of 9 members to be elected by this Honse be constituted to examine the proposala 
for setting up an International Monetary Fund and an Inteinational Bank for reconstruc¬ 
tion and development as set out in the Pinal Act of the Bretton Woods Conference and to. 
report before first of March, 1946 what action would be in the highest interest of India’ ** 

Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division- Non-Muhammadan 
Bural). These also have not been circulated to us 


Mr. President: We will consider that point of circulation later on 


Haji Abdiia Sattor Ba]i Ishaq Seth: Sir, I move- 

"That in the amendment move<l by Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon. after the word 'Con¬ 
ference', the following words he inserted 

‘and the action taken by the Goveinment of India in adheiing to the agreements as an 
original member without securing the approval of this House' " 


Mr. President: Amendment to the amendment moved 

"That in the amendment moved by Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon, after the word ‘Con* 
ference’, the following words be inserted 

and the action taken by the Government of India iii adheiing to the agreements as an 
original member without securing the approval of this House' ” 

What is the other amendment which the Honourable Menieber (Prof Nv G. 
Eanga) wanted to move? 


Prof. K. O. Sanga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Bural). It is 
in substitution of clause 2 of Mr. Manu Subedar's amendment, and I move 

"That for the second paragraph of the amendment moved by Mr Manu Subedar the 
following words be substituted, namely ' ' ‘’““euar me 

‘leterimue wliat steps should now be taken, a Committee of this House 
tolS?? fio?se“” ^ ^ queatiou and report at an early date 


Mr. President: Amendment to the amendment moved- 

coniiwtfne'of“n‘!nl » Committee of this House 

So™"'” ^ and report at an early date 


I take it that there are no further amendments now 
Sri M. An a nthas a y anam Ayyangar: One more Sir, I move 

be JJ?]. naidy”** N G Ranga the following worda 

br K 's t ■“ 

This 18 consequent. I have already given notice of it to the office. 
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Mr. P. J. Oriffltlis: I have not the least wish to object to the substance 
of these ainendnients but we have m the past got ourselves into a very bad 
tangle with this kind of short notice and by votnig on anieiudmentB which 
Mere not circulated to the House Would it not be satisfactory for them to 
be circulated and then dealt with? 

Mr. President: They will be circulated in due course before Honourable 
Members are called upon to \ote on them 
Amendment to the ainendineiu moved 

"That at tho end of the dinendmeiit moved by Piof N G IbiiiKa the following worda 
be added, namely 

'ami pending coiisideiatioii by thia Assembly of such repoit no furthei action be taken 
by this Goveriiim lit in lesjiect of the said Fund oi B.ink’" 

So Honourable Members have now all the amendnients before them. Mi 
Manu Subedar 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In spite ot his modesty, 1 thmk the Finance Mcinbei 
made a very clear statement but I am disappointed with it It is a very short 
statement because tlieie is very little to say. They have accomplished what 
they wanted to accomplish The United Kingdom has got what It was out 
to get This countiy has been left in the lurch. Therefore, 1 am somewhat 
disappointed But 1 do not expect him to state our standpoint. 1 speak 
entirely impersonally 1 feel that these Finance Members who are sent down 
to us from the United Kingdom—my honourable friend is one of the permanent 
Under Secretaries at the India Office and a very distinguished member of the 
Home Civil Service—with the best will m the world find it impossible^ for 
them physically and psychologically to sense correctly the feehngs and aspira¬ 
tions and problems of the Indian people 

Sir, 1 will place before this House a very short resume of the origm of 
this Fluid and Bunk The House will lemeinber that there were two plans, 
one by Lord Keynes and one by Mr. White of America creating two new 
schemes for monetary arrangement They mvolved the creation of the bancour 
and uuitas i e , new mteruational units Though these plans were sent across 
the Atlantic several times to each ot the interested parties they never came 
to any conclusion and ultimately after prolonged discussion was born the Bank 
and Fund idea, which is partly from the Ainericau plan and partly from the 
British It IS a compromise Even then, Sir, may I point out that America 
was most anxious to limit her obligations in respect of the Fund to 2,750 
million dollars They could not be j^ersuaded to create a fund that would be 
really useful for the purpose They created a very limited Fund May I point 
■out that in the United Kingdom itself there were divergent opinions ns regards 
the utility of this and tliey had a most heated debate in tho middle of December 
last when quite a considerable number of emment British statesmen in Par¬ 
liament clearly advised that it was not m the interests of the United Kingdom 
to take up either the Anglo-American Monetary Agreement or the membership 
of this Bank and Fund They gave the reason that this Bank and Fund 
practically bring buck the gold standard ns they knew it after the last war 
and they were not prepared to come m 

May I give a few dates which will open the eyes of this House On the 
6 th December the Anglo-American Agreement was signed in New York On 
the 13th December the British Parliament passed both the Anglo-American 
Loan Agreemcni; as well as the Fund and the Bank Agreement On the 24th 
December the Government of India issued an Ordinance seeking the adherence 
of India to this Agreement and taking all the necessary powers and makmg 
.a'l the consequential legislative changes Sir, it was after the 6th December 
that the Honourable the Finance Member approached privately and confiden¬ 
tially some commercial people and tried to find out what would be the view 
taken of Gwemment’s action in case they joined this as an original member. 
Sir, I feel wat there has been an unseemly huzry to involve this country into 
committaient to these two institutions which involve an enormous amount of 
•contribution, something like Be. 250 croree. I think there has been some 
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iondslide somewhere eveu ui the oihcial opinion itself because it was no less 
a person than the ITinance Member of India, his predecessor, who when he 
went to the liretton Woods Conference and when he returned from there, said 
beveru! times, and 1 have his quotations that India would have no interest in 
this Fund and Bank if the principal problem which was worrying India, namely 
the return of the sterling balances which have been accumulated in the United 
Kingdom, was not solved 

Now, Sir, what has happened is this. The United Kmgdom very badly 
wanted money to curry on with her current operations and to set her house 
in order The United Kingdom got this money by the Anglo-American loan 
and they swallowed this Bunk and Fund, because they wanted this money 
and they gut it. India wanted the solution of the sterling balances problem 
and India did not get it Still pursuant to a deciee from London our Gov¬ 
ernment a fully London-controlled Government, took action by themselves and 
joined it Sir, I do not want to ascribe motives As 1 said, {here is nothing 
personal about this [But I do feel that we are bemg hitched to the chariot 
wheel of the United Kingdom entirely for the convenience ot the United King¬ 
dom. India’s experience in financial matters and m dcahngs, where the 
mterestb of India and England were in conflict, has been most unfortunate 
and it IS not possible for us to shut our e^es to any action which is being 
taken Why is this action being hurried, when H E the Viceroy declared 
tins morning that it is a mutter of few months when responsible Government 
will be established here, when a new Executive Council is coming into being 
iieic, which will be responsible to the people? Does it make all that difference, 
the matter of a few months? 

Let 1110 deal with the advantages of onginal membership which w'ere point¬ 
ed out As in every club, the original members are original members, but 
the new member comes in hubjeet to the rules to be made If a new member 
IS eligible as an original member, could ^ou imagine that that new' member 
would not be eligible to enter later? 

Sir, it 18 said that India's international status would improve if we joined 
What is the international status of u country which has no status .it home? 
W'hat IS India s status iti the international fields Let me put to >ou. Sir, 
India's experience with regard to international matters It has been most 
unfortunate Let me give one or two illustrationb Take the question of 
UNBltA This House was persuaded to join the UNBRA They said we 
must join this organisation, that we must keep in the forefront with the other 
United Nations and that we must join every international organisatioii. We 
joined with a pa}nieiit of 8 croies of lupees After that joining there was an 
acute famine in this country Three million people died according to official 
figures After that there was no medicine men died of malaria, cholera and 
plague No medicine was supplied to us Medicine was supplied to Greece 
and Oisechoslovakm and Poland and to all other countries but the suffering of 
India passed unnoticed This Government did not even approach the UNREA 
authorities for any help And, Sir, to add insult to injury, a delegation from 
the UNRRA came to this country and took away from here all sorts of things 
with our own money. Sir, all these things are needed very badly by our own 
people. This is the way we go to the UNRRA and now the U K Government 
has recently taken a decision that one per cent more of the revenue of a 
country will be the contribution from each member country of the UNRRA 
and I hope the Honourable the Finance Member will not luvve the cheek to 
ask this House to contribute something more to this international organisation, 
that we contribute it in the form of commodities which our own people need, 
■BO that they can be taken awav from here for relief of people elsewhere, as if 
the sufferings of our own people did not matter 

Take the other organisation, the UNO the United Nations Organisation 
Sir, T heard the speech of the Prime Minister of England, Mr Attlee, on the 
radio As each sentence was rblled out I applied it to the affairs of mv country 
and I found insinceritv and hypocrisy in every sentence of his as I applied 
it to this country. That is the place of India in the international organisa- 
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tion. Little Holland got elected to the Directorship of the Security Council. 
Peru, a South Amencuu Uepubhu got elected to this Council but India is 
nowhere India is relegated to the social and economic held, with our 
reprcseiituti\e Sir Itaniuci\\umi Mudaiiurl “Social what is our place socially 
in the woild or even iii the British Empiie itself? We have the acute trouble 
in South Africa which is coming before this House very soon Vyiiat is our 
place in this world, in the intuiiiatioual held? Our place m our own country 
IS not very dehmtely established and I look with veiy great suspicion on o\ery 
effort to drag this country into these mleruatioiiul organisations Take the 
lust conference from w'hicli my friend Mr Iyengar has returned Did this 
country not suffer more in men and in material damage one way or the other 
and in disease on account of the war than any otlier country in the w'orld? 
And yet the amount of reparations that this country has got from the total 
which IS coming from Germany is the magniliceut sum of 2 per cent and our 
Government are now tellmg us that this is an extraordinary achievement for 
India that we got as the share of India 2 per cent of the reparation payment 
which IS coming to the United Nations This is the feeling with w'hich w© 
approach these interiiutional shows so far as sentiment is concerned But so 
far as the question of material damage is concerned 1 say that the first and 
the last question which worries us is that of the sterling balances Until 
this question is decided it is not possible for us to be a paity to the risking 
of one more rupee over these international shows, over these iamaahaii into 
which India is dragged as the henchman of Britain—a position which India 
does nut want m any international organisation India would like of her own 
right to go to these interiiatiouul organisations and play a role worthy of her 
It IS no use teMing us “You aie the leaders of the economic life of Asia . 
It IS no uso, as the War Secretary told us the other (hiy> that India is one of 
the great Allied Powers which share the victoiy over enemy countiies AH 
these wordy functions do not cany us very far What we w'ant is a complete 
solution of the sterling bnlaiiccs problem I want to place befoie this House 
the fact that it was the view of this Government, of the othcml as w’ell as 
the non-official members to the Bretton Woods Uonference, of the h<ind-picked 
team who were members of the lleconstruction Committee and the Policy Com¬ 
mittee, w'ho were brought up here and feted and feasted, even these hunchinen 
of yours put it down as one of the essential conditions before India joined the 
Bretton Woods Bank and Fund that the whole question of sterling balances 
slioiild be settled My friend Sir Cowasjeo Jehangir w'lll remember last year, 
at the time of the budget, how he and I were in complete agreement On 
my interruption he agreed w’lth me that the negotiation should be taken up 
here and now It was the Finance Member who opposed that sterling nego¬ 
tiation should be taken up with His Majesty’s Government immediately If, 
Sir, you had not put any time limit I would have read copious extracts which 
I have got here from Sir Jeremy Raisman, from Mr Shroff, from vanous 
newspapers with reference to my friend’s suggestion that the Indian press 
welcomed the step taken by Government I can show him dozens of cuttings in 
which it is clearly stated that they do not welcome it Let me read a portion 
of a cutting from the Davm, the daily newspaper in Delhi, which according 
to me and my lights, has taken the most sensible outlook on this subject 
Dealing with this subject in a headline which is called "Unwelcome Plan" the 
Dawn says 

"No amount of whitewaahmg by the Government of India can disguise the fact that 
India which is subservieat to Britain both politically and economically le being forcibly 
dragged into a financial agreement which le unwelcome to her . . ‘Fortunately, 

however, there is a provision in the plan that India is not to be permanently committed 
to it and that ehe could withdraw from it without any previous notice Sooner or later 
the newly elected Assembly will have to decide to stay or get away from it ’’ 

Economic opinion throughout this country is not in favour of joining this 
fund On the contrary there have been many dissentient voices and all those 
people who understood, who had the courage not to be involved and inveigled 
m official propaganda which is sent round from one end of the country to the 
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other, those who hud the courage to look at it from the purely Indian stand¬ 
point have always urged, not m a spirit of isolationism but Ih a spirit of 
smpreliension, tliat India may not be involved, that the already shattered 
oconorny of this country may not be further shattered^ and that with some 
„r our assets already imprisoned m the United Kingdom—that we may not 
.idd anv more uncertain assets to them T read from Sir Jeremy Eaisman 

"In tlio nbspnee of n Batiafactory solution of this problem (rtawfZi/, //»c proWem of 
ftf-rliny balmcen^, the prospects of India’s willingness to adhere to the scheme would bo 
LonsideiHliIy prejudiced'* 

"Refeiring to Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas’ suggestion that India should not participate 
in anv international plan until a scheme for the liquidation of sterling balances had been 
drawn up. (the Chairmsn said^ that) this was a matter which would require a gt eat deal 
of dis<u<ssion, and it was not possible for the XJ K to proceed with the formulation of 
sueh a scheme unilaterallv In his opinion the criteria to apply to the scheme wai 

whether it would facilitate or hamper the solution of the problem of sterling balances 
It was clear that His Afnjesty’s Government thought that thev couM rp.Mh in agreement 
as to the piinciples on which such balances would be treated and they wt .e further preparec 
and able to accept in full the obligations of forming the fund ’’ 

Mr A D Shroff speaking at the confereuce on July 7, 1944 suggested* 

"I should like to make it clear that so far ai. In lia ■> concerned public opinion am 
feeling on this question have not only been unanimous hut extremely strong, and unlesi 
some method is devised to facilitate the solution of what is an extremely important matte 
for IIS the ultimate attitude of our country towards the International Monetary Fuiic 
which is proposed to he established will be largely influenced hy the decision of the Con 
ference on this question ’’ 

Sir, on the issue of steiling balances 1 will say only u few words Thi 
sterling bulauces arc not a loan by ua to the United Kmgdoiu. They are i 
coiiipulboiy levy, taken in the form of goods and services which were badl, 
needed in our country, taken away at a time when they were very seriousl] 
icquirod They were taken away at controlled prices, prices at which mos 
of us ton’d not get those goods, end it is extraordinary that there are certau 
w'ctioiib lu the United Kingdom who have not the decency and the sm^ erity t 
acknowledge this, and who are already talking one way or the other of -jcaliii, 
clown, (leu)iiig payment, attenuating or otherwise cutting dow'ii these amounts 
'riicv .no doing so on two grounds one is that we have overcharged England 
On that, the rarliaincntniy committee has already given a finding, and tha 
IS that tlicbc iiiatciials were secured at very reasonable prices and in mos 
cases clie.iper than tliey could have been secured m the Uiuted Kmgdoz 
itself The other ground which is given out is that "We cannot afford to pay 
w'e have got the W'lll but not the ability to pay” This ground is altogethe 
futile Aly fiicnd. Sir Cowasjee Jehnngir, may remember how dollars an 
dol'ar seciiritios were reciuisitioned—I had to sell off mv dollar securities i 
order to give away the dollars to His Majesty’s Government who were oollec 
mg dollars compulsorily from all British subjects If that w'as so, may I as 
why tile considerable assets of British nationals in this country, now standir 
at a somewhat inflated value should not be mobilised and used to solve tl 
U K’s sterling debt problem? I hope my friend Sir Theodore Gregory will agn 
with me—but I estimate their worth at something like 1,200 to 1,300 crore 
I estimate this as the assets of the British people Do not make a mistaki 
I am not suggesting that the Government of India should touch any one < 
these assets. I am making a suggestion to His Majesty’s Government that 
vou have the sinceritv, if you hove the will to pay, here is youi; power to pa, 
All the categories of British assets in this country may or may not be mobilisi 
immediately hv His Majesty’s Government for being sold in rupees here ai 
the corresponding sterling being pven to the British nationals so that o 
inflation problem also gets reduced and the reduction of tiie sterling balano 
problem a’so is eased I suggest this because if there is a will to pay ai 
the honesty and the sincerity to carry out the obligations which were incurrei 
then this is the proper method 

Whom are we to believe in this matter? We Jhad on the sterling^ Jssi 
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not c'lioose to take the opportunity today to 
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repeat those assurances. The 


I share his entiio conflden(.e that those delits \iil1 be honoiiied " 

Then he goes on to say wIilmi and how 

Lord Keynes speaking in July 1944 m that Bretton Woods Conference 
said 

‘Wo are grateful to those Allies, paiticnlaily to our Indian fiiends, who put their 
lesouroes at out disposal without stint and themselves suffered from in i\at ion as a result 
Our ofloit would ha\e been gravely, perhaps, ciitically, emb.iitassed it they had held back 
from helping ns so wholeheaitedlv and on so great a stale .. Ne\eit1ielpss a settlement 
of the^e debts must bo. in our clear .and settled judgment, a inattoi between those diioctiv 
com Cl lied When the end is leached and we oan see onr wav into the day-light wo shall 
take it up without any delay to settle honourably what was boiinui.ibly and generously 
given ” 

Sir, ten months hove elapsed after the war stopped and they arc still 
caiiPing delay iii settling honourably what was honour.ihly and generously 
given This is the spokesman of the United Kingdom and this ig the ropresen- 
tatne of the United Kingdom—^His Excellency the Viccroj .\ni I to believe 
these words or am I to believe the words of Chuichill, when he said 

“Egypt would have been ravished and pill.aged bv Italian and Geimaii ainiie'* She 
would have been subjected to the hoirors and indignities of invasion and siibjcition, h.id 
we not defended her bv oui life blood and stiong light aim Is there to be no rcionsuleia- 
tion of that^ Arc we not entitled to saj “Here is onr counter charge, we ha\ing defended 
you from the Axis powers^’ The same applies to the Goveinmeiit of India I speciallv 
referied to these matters in the cabinet in 1942 when I saw with disniiietudo these immense 
debts mounting against us ” 

The cat is lot out of the bag by Mr Churchill iii that debate m the House 
of Coniiiious 111 December 1945 What is this? Since 1942 His Majesty’s- 
Oovemmeut know that these debts were ueoumulatmg, and since 1942 with a 
deal aiiie)e-penHe and u mnlnjule intention m their minds—they knew the^ 
would not be willing to pay back these debts This was the position News¬ 
paper after newspaper m the United Kingdom—even the Mnncheeter (Jmrduin, 
that distinguished paper and vniious other papers have all descended to the 
filthy device and the falthy pioeess of attackmg the economy of this country, 
the convenience of its populations, the objects and aspirations of the varioua 
parties m this country—a'l leading up to the single issue as to how' to evade, 
how not to pay, how’ to pay ns little as possible and how' to diddle and 
befool the people of this country with regard to the payment of these sterling 
debts Am 1 to belie\c Lord Keynes and His Excellency Lord Wavell? Or 
am I to believe Mr ChurchilP When my honourable friend Diwnn Chaman 
Lall moicd the motion of adjournment three days ago about the Anglo- 
American loan and agreement, the Honourable Eiiiancc Member said we had 
nothing to do with this and India was not bound by clause X of that agreement 
That IS clause 10 of that Agreement which clearly provides for three categories 
of sterling debts, including the last category in whdeh there is going to be a 

settlement ^on war accounts They can give it one name after the other_ 

some ingenious name Anything will do so long as you don’t pay India fullv 
and properly An honourable debt is not being honourably repaid It will 
redound to the permanent, dishonour of England and it will bo one of the 
darkest chapters in the annals of Indo-British relations, if one pound out of 
the sterling balances is denied to^ us If any attempt is made to scale it 
down, vou will have a situation in this country which you cannot imagine 
You will have bitterness against Britain of an order which you have never seen 
before and which you have not even imagined 

This IS the great problem which, is worrying us and we feel that so long 
as a solution of this problem does not come we cannot go into this agree¬ 
ment Now, Sir, as time is pressing, aB T will say is this The Govern¬ 
ment’s own publication says that various secondary measures would be neces¬ 
sary and Sir Chintamani Deshmukh has clearly said that close consideration 
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should start with regard to controls of commodities, uiid with regard to 
exchanges Various materials would have to be prepared We have a par 
\alue to be declared under this ugreeiiieiit That par value has to be expicssed 
111 gold, because gold payiiients would have to be made or received on the 
par ^ulue 1 want to know whether the Fmaiicc Department here has gone 
into any of these materials Doubtless it will all come out iii the Coiuimttee, 
1 hope Ha\e they got the rriuterials ready Take the issue of ludatioa 
itsell My Honourable Iiieud is suipassiiig all his predecessors’ aehicveuieuts 
and he has now achieved lust week <in addition to the note issue of this 
country of 13 81 crores—m one week That number 13 is very intortunate 
May 1 s.iy that it you go on usmg the piiriting press and issuing notes, yon 
will be creating a seriou^ situation in this couiitiy Your rupee has not gut 
any piovidentiul dispensation Will it not go the same way as the rouble, 
tlie fianc and the mark after the last war? {An Honourable Member "Why 
not'^ 'J Have you thought of the distress and the misery which your rising 
inieos and your further issues involve tor the people of this country The 
Honourable Member has not told us but may 1 s.iy, subject to any contradic¬ 
tion which he chooses to put, that fiom Casablanca to Hongkong, tor the 
East and the West, even today Indian conimoilities are being taken away for 
the Allied (Jovernmenta, for their troops, tor tlie other Governments for their 
civil use and various outside countiies, liitha is being denuded of comniodities 
and goods which she nerds badly 8ir, the Finance Department of the Gov- 
enmient of India is adding today to these sterling balances whose return from 
all accounts m the English newspapers is problematical What kind of wise 
liiiaiiee is this, when you go on adding to a loan which others are seeking already 
to whittle down*' If the United Kingdom publicists declare tod.iy that they 
will not be td)lu to return to America, what chance have we of enforcing or 
securing the leturii of our sterling balances? England Eis not got money to 
j).iv to India but she gave away 16 million for Greece and an additional ten 
million loan only yesterday to Greece In other words we leel that m our 
relations with the Uliited Kingdom we are not treated with that fairness, that 
dcceiiOYi that honesty and th.it mtegiity which should subsist m the dealings 
between one country and another Therefore wo arc suspicious, w’o are appre¬ 
hensive, with regard to every measure which is brought before ns of this kind 

Now, Sir, I will read only one sentence trom Mr ^lorganthau in the closing 
conference at Bretton Woods He said “These pioposals now must ba 
submitted to the legislatures and the peoples of the participating nations Thev 
w'lll pass upon what has been accomplished here ’’ 

These proposals were not submitted to the peoples and the Legislatures of 
this country According to Article XX of the Fund, adhcienco to this is to ho 
signilied according to the law of the coiinti \ and what is the lawless law, .as my 
friend said the other day’ What is the law of this country—the ordinance 
We can do nothing in a reasonable and proper manner Wo must do evervthmg 
by ordinanee It is an ciitirelv usatisfactorv situation and I ask how' long it 
can go on 

Now Sir, Mr Morgaiitliau s.ud fuither that tins monetary agreement is but 
one step, of course, in the broad programme of intemationul action necessary 
for shaping a free future The Iloiioiii.ible the Finance Alembei w.is worried 
ns to the feeling m America through the action of this House with regard to 
the Fund and the Bank. He need not worry. The Amencffn people know 
very well what we are fighting for A free future for whom’ Thev are \v*>ll 
informed They know what we think about tins They know that we are only 
standing out for our just rights nnd that w'e arc for cettmg the control and 
direction of our economic affairs m our own hands What is this free future 
which Mr. Morganthau spokai’ How can there be a free future when our status 
inside is so low, when our status in the Empire is not satisfactory jpid when there 
IS an irremovable and irresponsible executive which is only concerned with passing 
laws and taking measures as directed from the United Kingdom? They are the 
masters and this is a subordinate branch of the administration. How can we 
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have any confidence in tins (Joven'inent It is not m a spirit of isolatiomsm 
that some of us feel very diffident with regard to India joining this huiia. 
India has never been an aggiessive nation Thciefoie India will welcome, evei\v 
hind of eo-operation between one nation and another and we shall pla\ our part, 
nn honourable part, .is and when it ib possible m the futine It is not m a spirit 
of sulking oi of isolationism or aii\ selfish caltulation to do mjury to others 
that we want to stand aside for the piesent A situation has arisen which Sir 
Theodore Gregory pointed out ni a \erv able nieinorandum which he had made 
which T am afr.iid the Finance ^Icinbei has misquoted That memorandum 
said that if anv couutr\ stood out when the lest of the world joined the Fund 
or the Bunk that country would be m a definitely adviftitageous position That 
position has been reached It was icached between the 6th December 
and the ‘24th December and \et the Finance Member, for 

reasons which I cannot envisage, did not take the advice wdiich was tendeied by 
his ow’ii adviscis Sir, I feel that inanv problems would have to be gone 
through—the whole economic policy ol this countrv with regard to tariffs tr.ulc, 
price levels, emplovment, post-war development and so on Where is the 
post-war development’ Th.it department h.is gone phut I do not know how 
its broken pieces will be picked There are ^o nianv uncertainties, before we 
can settle what is our par of exchange in gold and whiit sort of .ictioii we propose 
or envisage to take Foi example, in the next 90 davs, the Honourable Member 
would have to tell the authorities of the Fund where we stand in the matter 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlands; No, f^ir 

Mr. Manu Subedar: You will have to get vour par v.ilue determined by 
representation and consultation with them 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Not just now 

Mr. Manu Subedar: We understand each other If vou want to do nnx* 
thing at all in the next 90 davs, theie .ne leitaui things which have got to be 
done Tins is ,ui issue which needs veiv dose examination This is an issue 
which, I assure you, none of us .nc a])pu).i( lung puiclv in a politidil sense 
We want to do the right thing for our countrv We want her to plav a big and 
proper role but we do not want ir to he ihnggcd to the ehaiiotwheel of the 
United Kingdom We do not want to take anv share iner(*lv in it for the con¬ 
venience of the United Kingdom Aceoiding to Article XT. section 1, theie 
are certain disabilities of niembers if thev leiii.iin non-inembers If we remain 
non-membeis it is inconvenient foi tlie United Kingdom Therefore, we are 
dragged in It is not that our advantage nr our standpoint is eonsidered I 
feel that we ought to have this matter and all connected points thoroughlv gone 
into and we will all keep .an open mind At the present moment 1 feel that 
India ought not to join it, but if I .am convinced flint it would be m the highest 
interests of India after a cIopc examination, T shall not stand ohstinat dv 
against the action t.aken and we shall continue ns members 


Mr. OooBrey W. Tyson: Mr President, Sir, along with other Members I 
feel some difficsultv in going through the network of amendments to amendments 
gat have been tabled and moved todav and I do feel that if my old and 
Honourable friend Mr Manu Subedar h.'id decided to move his third amend¬ 
ment, it would not have been necessary for me to move my amendment to his 
Amendment No l^on behalf of the European Group In referring to that I 
would like to make it clear on behalf of mysdf and mv colleagues that we do 
Mt join m the chorus of condemnation and censure which has been levelled on 
Government for joining the Fund We consider that confronted with the eii- 
cumstances which faced them at the time, they took the only possible action 
TO manner and at the right moment. And I agree with the Honour- 
Member that if thev had sat still and done nothing about it 
♦L*. *^® Assembly to he summoned, they would have been equallv 

.better^from the Benches opposite, and I think probably with 
thrsame advanced this afternoon. At 

the same time, whilst referring to the amendments, I would like to say that 
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welcome the urneiMment which has been tabled in the name of Mr Yusuf 
Harooii because a committee, us Mr Siibedar hna pointed out, g.ves the House 
uij opportuiiit;y to toiibider llie tfchiiicul .ispectb in an atmosphuie, perhaps 
more detached than is possible lieie, of a matter which is, in any 'ase 
exceedingly complex and on which, in any case, Members drawn from all parts 
of the House will have diflicultv in airiviiig at the best and most correct decision. 

1 should also like to sav while speaking on the amendments and before coming 
to the subject of the Fund itself, that we ns a Group, whilst recognising that 
the problems uiisnig out of the Fund are of picdommaiitly Indian co icem, 
claim the light to be associated with the other Members of this House in forming 
the Committee which will consuW the agieements lelating to the Fund We 
do that not because we ffdliere to some kind of iiumeinal calculation, but 
because we feel that even from Mr Subedar’s point of view we have something 
sincertj and valuable to contribute Iti this maltei we have even if it is c-nly 
a limited one, nonetheless a community of interests with our .nany colleagues 
here And I .mi ouiio picpnieJ to bun th.it fiom .1 puieK Indian po nt of view 
there ina\ have been some sins of omission i>, to inocedure But I think that 
placed JIB the Government of Tndi.i wa«. withnd the Legislature sitting, wth 
the date diawinj.' neai for the fin.nl ai.mlieatioa of adhereiiee to the Fund, and 
with the Fund itself the subject of debate m both the British and American 
Legislatures, it had no option but to take thi* step it did b\ executive action 
b\ giving its conspnt and taking the approxal ol the Legislature afterwards I 
w’lll sa\, Sir, th.il we heheve, and the fact is obvious, that m this matter Indian 
iiitc'iests should predominate A*il 1 would hke to add and to underline if I 
miu s.i\ so tli.it we also hold that when India goes into the Fund, she must 
wield not mpi(l\ foim.il powei hut the le.ility of power, and that this power 
must and should be wielded In Indians and tor Indians We do not differ from 
m\ Honoiiiuhle friend Mr Subcdai at all on th.it matter And having sftid 
that, I think 1 .am entitled to add th.it if that po.ut of view is ac» opted, 'is I 
feel it IS on this side of the House a he.iw itspons'hihty rests on toe House 
hefoie it !ightl\ thiows awav the opportunitx ot participating in a oon nletely 
soisiPign and indeperdent e.npneity in one of the first of the great International 
O'g.iim.ttions to he sot tip after the w.ir Although, whilst we w’elcome the 
idea of refciring Sir Aichib<ild Bowlands’ piopoMis to a speii.il Commi+tco of 
the House, we also hope and would like to sa\ now that W’C hope that when 
the Committees npoit comes hack, the House will consider it in the temper 
and at the level which a matter ot this magnitude should command 1 me’' 
tioued the woid 'sovereign'.just nowr If I weic to tiaiisfei it to another field, 
it looks to me, as one who in his ordinarv woik has to make perhaps specialised 
and enforced stiidv of these matteis tlial liidi.i is now' being given her first 
opportunitv to assert and to exercise real inonetaiv sovercigntv It is true th.it 
111 doing so she will, ns it were, put a portion of it into commission m the Fund 
along with the other nations, but the fact is that if she goes mto the Fund, if 
the House endorses the action which has been taken and we go into the Fund on 
the terms conitnuiiicated bv Sir Archibald Rowlonds'today, India will be, what¬ 
ever vou ni.iv sav m theoiv, m fact, exercising finaneial and monetary 
sovereignty of a \crv real and effective kind 

I have alwavs understood that one of the chief complaints of my Honourable 
friends on the other side has been that the rupee, as the svmbol of the Indian 
financial machinerv, is in some w'nv subordinate to the pound Let me sav 
this, that by going into the Fund you go in on terms which are in no sense 
subordinate to sterling and m no sense subordinate to the authorities who control 
^erling In fact, the rejection of the Fund proposals would, it seems to me, 
be the quickest way of returning to some kind of monetary dependence I 
realise, when we come to think of this in its broader and most far reaching 
4 p.m. that the real crux of the criticism which can be levelled at 

' ‘ the Fund Agreement on a very cursory reading is that it does not 
make it very clear how convertibility of India’s verv considerable sterling 
assets is to be attained We have all had the documents which were circulated 
With the Honourable the Finance Member's Motion which we are discussing 
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this afternoon Speakin" for mjBclf, I know and I think that any other fair 
minded person would agree on a perusal of them that India s ease for coiv 
vertibility of lici sterling balances was argued with great cogency, eloi]ucncB and 
persistence bv our lute Finance Member who was the Chairman of the Delega¬ 
tion winch went to Jlretton Woods I doubt ver\ much whether the ease could 
have been put at a better level or more clearly or with more real svmpathy, if 
I may say so to mv Honourable friend Mr Manu Siibedar, with more real 
sympathy for the Indian point of view Similarly one of India’s delegate-, a 
^stmguishcd businessman and an Economist of some standing coming from 
Mr Suhedar’s city, Mr A D Shroff put the inattgr in language which T think 
is worth repetition on this occasion He said , 

“Wo plead for the assistance of the Fund spriMd o\er a period of veais to secure 
maltihiteril eruueitihilitv of at least <i |ioition of our forcif'ii halaiues I sav tlnS hocause 
with the long ^'uiuliitg relatioaship between India and the United Kingdom .ind the 
traditional lorniPouinl tics hetw'een the two countries I take it that a large portion of 
our sterling halnnies will tiKiinately he ntilised in obt<uiiiiig capital goodts from the United 
Kingdom I appieiitite aiiu vciy greatly sympathise with the diffirulties of the United 
Kingdom now and in the e.irl> ]iost-war period owing to the iinfoitunate loss of valuable 
foreign in\estineiits and. due to other difficulties, it is not likely that the United Kingdom 
will he in a position to reaih a stage of free convertibility for sterling at an eaily date 
Wo theiefore want conversion at least of a portion of our balances into other foreign 
currencies ” 

That w'as a point of view which was argued and repeatedly put forward, as 
I said, with considerable skill by the members of the Indian Delegation at 
various stages of the Tonferenee The United States and the United Kingdom 
points of view’ w'err that m any case, if you take the total of war indebtedness, 
it amounted to a sum considerably in excess of the respective quotas which 
weie to constitute the capital of the Fund, and if the Fund attempted to deal 
With the convertibility of the whole of these debts, it would verv quickly become 
water-logged and it would break down and fail to perform its real short term 
functions Tjord Keviies, on behalf of the United Kingdom Delegation, indicated 
in words, part of w’hieh my Honourable friend Mr Manu Subedar has quoted 
that the earliest possible opportunity would be taken to deal with the question 
of sterling indebtedness directly between the parties concerned The Honour¬ 
able the Finance ^Member, I think, has verv wisely circulated along with the 
other papers in connection with his resolution the terms of the Financial Agree¬ 
ment between the Governments of the United Kingdom and United Startes Mv 
lloiionrable friend Mr Manu Subedar referred to Article X which deals with 
this subject under the heading of ‘Accumulated sterling balances’ Here is set 
forth in brief detail a proposal which does go, at least some way, towards meet¬ 
ing the demands for convertibility of part of the sterling balances; and if the 
Anglo-American loan is ratified by both legislatures, that part of the balances 
which IS mentioned in Article X, section 1, para, (a) is to come up for negotia¬ 
tion and discussion within twelve months of signing fEe agreement 1 suggesi 
that the nexus between the Fund and the balances, which Mr Manu Subedai 
quite rightly on a literal interpretation of the terms of'the Fund had deolarec 
to be excluded from the Fund—suggest. Sir, that the nexus whicl 
honours the British promise is to be found in the connection with Article 7 
which T have just quoted Now, Sir, when this goes to a committee, these am 
other details will be, I hope, taken up and discussed at some considerable lengti 
no doubt. I should like to say that we, ns a Group, ourselves agree with thi 
proposal of the Honourable the Finance Member that a shorter period of timi 
may well be taken for the committee to present this report. 

I may also say in conclusion that we also feel that the House would b 
foolish to take any action today, or indeed later on, which would prejudice India’ 
undoubtedly strong position in her initial membership of the international mom 
tary fund, and would be foolish to take any other action which would prejudic 
undoubtedly her equally strong bargaining position in respect of her sterlin 
balances If I may quote here a homely adage which applies equally to finance 
to politics and to surgery we would be yery foolish to cut off our nose in ordi 
to spite our face. 
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Bri Ananthagayanam Ayyangar: Sir, it is surprising to me ihat the Govern¬ 
ment should tr;y to persist m a mistake which they inadvcitently committed 
The llntish Government itself was forced to enter into this Monetary Fund and 
the 13ank much against its will After the war, when England was reduced 
from .1 creditor counlry to a debtor couiitrv, the sterling balances due to Common¬ 
wealth countries increased enormously and England was obliged to rehabilitate 
itself by sookini, the help of United States, because nothing more could be ex¬ 
pected from In^a and other countries By that time, though India was not 
ru\agod by the onrush of enemy hoides, yet she had been reduced to misery 
and starvation by the iiiisiule of the British in tin's country More damage has 
been done* during the w'ar in this country not hy the enemy hordes, but by 
hunger and starvation due to the inaction of Government and their neglect to 
take action in proper time fiundieds of millions of people have died on account 
of hunger We were leduccd to the position of indenting for food from foreign 
countries to which we have oursehes been sending food till the other day 
India, which from time iminemoiial has been clo+hmg the rest of the world, 
India where peoplu had not know'n what it was to be naked had been re^duced 
to tl'.e position of living on the bouniies of othvjrs to clothe themselves * Thart 
18 the situation to which we wcie le luced during the war, and therefore now 
inslr.id of being able to export we •« ve been forced to import consumption 
goods That is the position to which we have bfen reduced It is true that 
diiriMi.' tins period froii’ being a debtor country to England we have become a 
crcdiToi countn , a thousand and odd millions are due to us from the United 
Kingdom 'I’lic United Kingdom biinilarlv owes ubont 400 millionh to Eg^pt. 
and siinilai imllions to Aubtiahe and Laiiada and other countries in the Biitish 
Co.i'iiio’iwc.dth It tiled mrious dev ices, one device was to have a dollar pool 
while the legitimate dolhirs tli.rt wire due to us m exchange for our goods which 
vv<>r«' I'Minitcd to Ainonea wore pooled not foi our benefit hut for the benefit 
of the I'mtod Kingdom. But all these devices did not avail her, and ultimately 
slie was oiiliged to seek the aid of the United States of America as she sought 
the aid of that countrv duinig the wsi way of Icnd-lease The United States 
wanted to dictate its own toims, it was waiting for an opportuni^v to bo the 
eonliollei of the economic and financial destinies of thp v^ole world It was 
envious of Biitam, London was ruling the maikets of the wofid, sterling Vi'as 
luliiig ev c»i V w hero Sterling sold .rs gokl itself, and now it became suborduiato 
to the dolliii 'riiiit IS the jindo with which America today stalks over the rest 
of tlio world and England of which we have been biitcllites is revolving round 
and louiul the sun of Ainonca We have been obliged to link our rupee woth 
stciling, and now uufortunatclv we have to link it with the dollar That is the 
position to which we haver been reduced If you onlj read the debate of the 
House of Commons after the loan was sought to be entered into", many of the 
Copborvativo members, to which party my friends here belong . . 

Mr. T. Ohapman-Mortimer (Nominated Non-Official) No, no 

Sri M. Anantbasayanam Ayyangac; When did you chimgc overnight into the 
Labour Party? I shall be glad to hear that mv Honourable friends have be¬ 
come socialists,—not in their own countrv, much less here. I will say tEat these 
peo})le do not know what their friends The capitalists m England are anxious 
to avoid They do uot want the loan on such terms nor do they want to enter 
into this Agreement. They merely wanted the loan free and in order to get 
on as much as possible once again to exploit the rest of the countries of this 
Commonwealth But America wanted to have a freer field foe exploitation, 
wanted not only China but after this War wanted India also. We have mste^ 
of one master onlv changed masters Now let us look at the position. All 
honour to Sir Jeremy Baisman, though he was an Englishman. As head of the 
delegation he went to England and to America and tried to pla^ our ewe much 
better than the other persons who went along with him. He dH say that this 
. matter.ought to be included there; from a debtor country we have become a 
creditor country; we have large outstanding assets and we should be aUowed 
to draw upon them and some arrangement should be made for lep^mg tho^ 
in fiitiiM affAF thA war in over there is no guarantee that we will have expart 

B 2 
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surpluses and that our bulaiices of trade will be in our favour From a purely 
agricultural country we must develop into an industrial country, otherwise our 
standard of living can never increase. We have aril along been told that from 
time immemorial God has made us live completelv like Adam and Eve as they 
originally started ut the time of the Creation They forget that this country 
was one of the most industHalised countries before m.rchincs were invented. 
Wo produced various things which were objects of ple.i'snre and adorned the 
palaces of kings and queens m \arious other countiies of the world Hut un- 
foituiietely after the machine age came we also got into the hands of these con¬ 
querors They did not allow us to progress; they killed our industries, tmd 
ultim.iteh they ha\c also invented stones about our ancumts, th.it we have all 
along been living on our agriculture and have had nothing to do with industry 
And thus they spread false propaganda to the rest of the world Thc\ have got 
on and they have also told our children that wre can li\e onh mi tin- soil and 
nothing more is good for us In those eircumstances it was revealed duiing 
the course of tins war that we are neither agriculturists nor industii.ilists, that is 
the unhappy position m w'liich we arc And therefore after the wai to reh.ihihtate 
oursi'lves w”e are entitled to draw upon the sterling balances Sir Jeremy 
llaisnian rigjitly jiiit to tins conference that this should he made a in.ijor issue 
and m some way it should be settled and we should bo allowed to draw' upon this 
and bring capital goods, and if we are not allowed that we should he allow'ed to 
get dollars so that we may bring capital goods from the linited States Tins 
suggestion was brushed aside unceremoniously T should like (o read the njiort 
of the Indian delegation to the United States, submitted to us bv S.r Jeremy 
Haisman and others I can understand the United States ti eating the suggestion 
badlv but the United Kingdom joined hands absolutely behind our back and 
stabbed us Its deputy here wants us to iike it coolly and says he has done it 
all m our interest and if he had not done so we w'ould have criticised him and 
moved an adjournment motion I w'ould have prevented my Honourable fncuds 
not to embark on an adjournment motion of that kind if he did no( wish it. 
But [ will trv *^0 show, m the time allow'ed to mo, how m the pieseiit circum¬ 
stances it IS not advisable and not at all advantageous to this country to enter 
into the so-called Monetary Fund India is poor but India has never withheld 
charity There are stories about our kings who have shed then blood to feed 
hungry falcons and pigeons I live m that memory and m that tradition I 
should like to sacrifice mvself for the rest of the world, but unfortunatelv T have 
noli, even a drop of blood to shed That is my position and therefore let me 
go again to this report Thev wanted to increase and amplify the object of the 
Fund so .ss to include these two things (i) to assist in the full utilisation of 
resources of economically undeveloped countries and (u) to promote and facilitate 
the settlement of abnormal indebtedness arising out of the wm Let us take 
stock of what one country can bear We are not merciless, we are not persona 
who want blood for Wood or a pound of flesh for the money w'o have given. I 
will give a programme of England liquidatmg the sterling balances My Honour¬ 
able friends here like Mr Chnpman-Mortimer have all got a lot of assets Let 
them transfer it to Indian hands; there is no difiiculty. 

Mr. T. Chapman-Mortimer: Sir, I do not like to interrupt my Honourable 
friend but I should like to ask a question apropos what he has just said Is he 
referring to my rupee assets, such as they are, or to my sterling assets? There 
is a difference and.I want to know what he means. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Bural): One thousand-rupee notes! 

Sd M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: l mean all the property that my friend 
has, moveable and immoveable; and if there is any other category of property 
let him give it away for sterling debts Property has value m every form. 
His country can draw upon all the property of its nationals. Let that country 
withdraw with one hand from its nationals and give it away with the other to> 
India There are a hundred thousand devices if there is an intention to pay» 
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As every one knows, the objects of every association at the inception are so 
gnind that ultimately they may iiot be able to carry out those objects That 
conference was niggardly and it is at the instance of the United Kingdom that 
the objects could not be enlarged They refused to do so. Let alone the 
manner in which they were able to execute it ultimately, they were terribly 
afraid even in the beginning The United States was not so From the manner 
m which objection was taken by the United States leprcseiitative it appears 
that they took technical objection to the scope. He merely said that there was 
no use enlarging the scope of it, it was a human institution and a lot of energy 
might be required to carry these programmes through; and therefore this is the 
only kind of objection that he raised 

"Ihe dcL-gate of the United States then explained the attitude of the United States 
on that question Tho explanation was brief . it was peitectl^ cleai to them, he said, that 
the Kuiid had alieady as much to do as any homan iiislitutioii Luuld uiideitike and to 
ask it to do uioie would strain its lesoutcea beyond capacity ” 

It is normal that whenever a man starts with a small fund oi a small insti¬ 
tution, if some other innn sa>s you add this aim also us one of the objects oi 
this institution, he shuddeis at it, because he comes with a pailnuLii idea 
llo thinks it may involve vaiiouv other dithcultics Thtiefore, ,1 is lur the 
man who .approaches to tell him that it is after all not so difhcult and it is for 
him to brmg him round and say that this is one of the things on which the 
Juture peace and happiness of tho woild depends, and therotoie don t leave halt 
of it imfin.shed In that way, I am sure the United States of America could 
li.ixo been easily mdnood, but for the fact that the Iniiod Iviiigd m lepieseii- 
latuo was not iinxious to got into this matter. He caneellel .t with one stroke 
of the pen The report says 

"I’lna qi]r«tiun \\a«, iii mlw of the United Kingdom Govciiimeiit piinimilv one tor 
(.pttlonieiit Itetwecn the creditor .ind the dcbtoi ” 

Leave me alone he said and leave me alone my Iloiiouiable truiul says who 
is to deal with me here It 1 ooniplaiu to hmi ouside, I Know th.il 1 w 11 uiid 
myself lu Amrouti juil. This is the way they have treated us 

Tho BrettGu Woods Confeieiice took place so early as July 1044 My 
Honourable friend objects to the hrst portion ot this ilesolution Mi Mauu 
Subedar’a auieudment consists oi two portions the hrst pouion condemns the 
action of the Government lor not havuig consulted this house and loi not having 
reported to tins House so that it could decide whether it v.as piofit.ibie for this 
country to adhere to the agreements The second point is that this is a matter 
of such vital importance, as the Honourable the Finance Member himself 
admits, that the entire lesources of the Assembly, the intelligence of all the 
Members here, and their experience, should be utilized for the purpose of ascer¬ 
taining if It IS profitable to continue us members ot that Fund, oi not That 
is tme, he liiniself admits Tho thud is suspending furtiiei operation or fur¬ 
ther participation which is ancillary till the sub-comnuttee reports on it. He 
whj.'cts to the first portion of it, namely, our condemnation of this Government 
1 say, wordR are not enough to condemn this Government—I am not coudemn- 
mg my Honourable friend; he made such a beautiful speech I was wonder¬ 
ing if he had not gone to Bretton Wo^s he would have made much better 
than even Sir Jeremy Baisman because he admitted how a number of objec¬ 
tions that have*been raised to this monetary fund and its usefulness to India 
at this present stage in its development and so soon after the war when all its 
resources are locked up in the United Kingdom, are right. He agrees with us 
though of course situated as he «8 he cannot w^alk into mv lobby or this side 
of the House and protest against the manner in which the Government has 
treated us as badly as they have done. The only difference is one of colour. 
Ihe other difference is he is a paid servant and 1 am an unpaid servant 

The Conference concluded as early as July, 1944. One of the definite terms 
c^that conference 18 that until the 1st of May, 1045 this Agreement shall not 
De entered into They knew what they were doing. Thev also said that the 
peoples on whose behalf the representatives came there should be consnlteff 
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with respect to each aud evei> clause butoie this is signed. Let not one sn^le 
child say that over our heads our lupreseiitutives entered into such an oueious 
transaction ^vhlch has placed all these ubhgutioiis on us It is ior that purpoac 
that one long ^eai was given to us Weie \ou sleeping duruig lUut >Lai. 
1 am not talking about ^ou, 1 am talking about tho Government, Govuiumeiit 
as a whole, as a corporate body, I am not talking about uu} individual member 
Does not this Goieiiiinent ilesei\c the eiiiMuc ’ What were the,v doing all 
this year—^froin the 1st ot July, 1014 to tho 1st of Ma^, 1045 Who was 
BUindi’ We could ha\e been lunsulttd da\ in and ilii\ out, e\ci\ ineiubci v,t 
the public could lui\o been consulted Al\ lli mairable it.eiul sa^s, wc consulted 
some sections ot mercantile community 1 will oul^ su^ lot mj Honourable 
friend look to his left—there is another culle.igue of las—bus he satisfied that 
colleague*'* I reter to Sir Aidoshir Dalai. Ho was under u delusion. Ho went 
to America aud has conic back disiliusione 1. Possibly within a moiitii ho 
wojM gi\e up the pl.ue where he is Mtting now Whom else did lu (oii's-ilt’’ 
He says he bus consulted some merchants Tlie^ will have to obey the Gov¬ 
ernment, otherwise ihoie aie n JUinibei of coiitiuls—still contiols li.ive not iiim 
lenioved in this eoiintix—aixl evei\ otiu i Kiiul it pussiiit in.i\ lie e\eitcd ill 
them The^ would li.ue been |jeiseculcd What is the woitli ol the opinions 
of fins ineicantilo cunmiumt\ 1 will qunti onl\ one instaiu u the great n i- 
nonnst. Dr Lokanatban, who wrote someth.ug in September m one way, in 
December be wrote ib another waj 1 am not accusing him What could he 
do? Assembly is the only bodj which is m a position to tell you whnt is 
right aud what ib wioug W’ho elbo is there to tell you that this IHind ib wrong. 
■Jlou ought to have consulted us The Assembly was dissolved, but the Asseni- 
bl\ euuld iiaie lu'eii (.<ille<l once ag.iin as tiu' Septiunbei Ki‘smon (oiild li.iic 
boon held, in September we expected that theie would be a Sesbion and as 
a mattei oi i.ut tbeie weie a numbci ot Dills, \ei\ iinpoit.mt Dills.—llie In-iu- 
rance Act, the Dank Bill, Oilseeds Bill, etc—wliich were ready for bcMiig 
p.is-cil IJiit tlic Go\eiiiinent was not willing to place this matter bctoie the 
Asscnibh The\ weie oiil\ waiting to ‘•cc wliat <ab«lgi.im would come limn 
Whitehall so that they may take action on this immediately. Tho United 
Kin''doiii intcroil into this AgrcoTiicnt on the (Ub of Dicctnber On tlie I Ith 
of December discussion took place m the House of Commons, and on the 24th 
tile Oidinance was issued 

^ro jou the Binance Member rebponsiblc to us? Tho Government is a mor- 
ker\ \\i‘ lia\L come heie^ lest others should pome and join bands with \ou 
Wo iicner believed we can*change you We arc only waiting to see that we 
and the •.'eiitleniei; on our left sliould get towthei T w luld nnu h rather lia\e 
tho Mughal Empire re-established in this country than see this Government 
eontniue lon.'cn V.e new suth-red iind-i Arnghnl* Eii’lpire SiowK 'ou 
are bleeding us, \ou have bled ns Therefore npnri from the manner in which 
this Fund is going to be used, the first thing that 1 would Ra,v is I protest, I 
condemn you in strong words Words arc not stiong for not having consulted 
us, for having insulted us Therefore, I appeal to all sections of th s House 
to vote for the first section of the amendment concerned. 1 am a sufficiently 
good lawyer to know, as you also know it, Sir, that no evidence ig-^xieceBsary 
wh( re a matter is admitted So fur ns the «peond portion is coneernod, in so 
far it is going to a committee, I would like to make one or two observations 

Will this Fund be useful? Is it likely to be useful? Wbat is it that we 
are in need of? We arc in need of capital goods for which delegation after dide- 
gation went to America. First of oil we expected that England would be able 
to give us something, but England is unable to give us anything for a long time 
to come Therefore wo will be oblised to borrow from America We can ioin- 
this Fund up to a particular limit—ISO crores is our subscription 
to this Fund But the machinerv that we require is worth 
manv millions. A number of hangers on are there; evervbody is looking 
to America for releasing some dollars so that something may he 
purchased in America. I have calculated the amount of oontribution so far as 
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India is concerned It comes to 400 out of H80f), that incaiib 1/22 If all *he 
dollars are to be distributed nmons the \anou8 countries, 1/22 will come to 
about 31 nullion dollais a ,>ear At the rate ot Ml million dollars a \ear we may • 
be able to get in four years on instalments. What am i to got? One part of 
a machinery, imother later on and possibly by then that may not be fit for use. 

It may even become out of date That is my expectation. Instead of depen¬ 
ding on the Fund the only course is to borrow from America. But if all of us 
run after Ainciican (iiircnc\, it mav become scarce Therefore we are thrown 
upon our own resources. The Article says, once a currency is scarce, if another 
coimtrv w.ints to purchase, come niomj, get gold Hut where is the gold^ 

Prof. N. O. Banga: ^)nlv in Ameiica 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam A3ryaiigar: I would like to remind Members of the 
Assembly that as early as 1986-37, 1 gave notice of a Bill in this Assembly that 
except for unavoidable payments gold from this country should not be exported. 
His J'l\celleiic\ the Governoi Oeiiei.il lefused sanction EvideiitK he lliought 
that until the last drop of gold goes away from this country there is no safety 
for this eountry Gold was imported for 75 yea’w We have had a favourable 
tra«le Ixl.mce ot Rs 51 ciores a venr unt’' it rose to thu p-ak n 1929 of a ,U)0 
crores Then the slump came in 1934. It eame down to Rs .3 crores There¬ 
after the war eame Now it is no know'ing in what wav we are Sterling 
b.ilanee<! Iiiue aecumulated 1 .im not prepaicd to believe these figures Di iing 
all these years when we have had a favourable balance of trade we accumulated 
gold up to Hs 07.5 oioies ni 75 \cms But duimg four \ears, fiom 1031--'ll 
Rs 320 doles worth of gold were «cnt awa\ from this coimtrv \Vc ciied ‘.id 
cried inside and outside this Assembly that it was all distress gold Paper 
money was being circulated freely and persons unable to pay revenue sold away 
then wcddiii'' iinys and then toiuerted them into gold So what wa^ oaiiKd 
in 76 vears was melted away m the course of four or five years Once .igain 
if there is a breakdown, because of scarcity of currency, and there is a run on 
the dollars, wo arc thrown back on our own resources - Have we sufiVunt 
gold? Even now we have not gold One of the Articles says that 25 per cent, 
of OUT contribution must be in gold or 10 per cent of our reserve, whichever is 
less It IS a disgrace that wo cannot give 25 ]>d* cent of the gold The ci-’in- 
try has been accused by all my European friends w'ho have rings on their fin¬ 
gers that our ladies were weanng gold ornaments. B^t that is making better 
use of it than hurving it between some mountains in the United States of 
America, our people knew better. 

According to the ancient history of our country, I believe those institutions 
were designed for a better and more enduring jpurpose than the new'' experi¬ 
ments being made by the other side, though I am not prepared to embark on 
this new experiiiient Therefore, Sir, with very great hesitation, if it weie 
open to me I would oppose our continuance in the fund straight away but I am 
prepared to be convinced and converted. Therefore I am agreeable to the 
. course that a Committee may bo appointed to look into this matter. Fending 
disposal of that, no further transaction should be entered into Do not say 
this has become a fait acrotnph Do not plead transfer to the Reserve Bank of 
India of Funds already. If Russia which practically won the war for us refuses 
to join am I not to think why T ought not to join’ There,are two versions 
here. The United Kingdom and the United States are hand* in glove with each 
other. Thev say this fund is very good for you The USSR says the fund 
is bad, and they do not join. Have I really no freedom of choice? Why not 
give me time to consider the position? 

Mr. Abdui Babmui Siddlql (Calcutta and Suburbs* Muhammadan Urban); 
We are giving you time I 

Sri M. AnanthMi^aiiain Ayyangar: My honourable friend savs he is giving, 
me^ time. ^ I wish I were under his rule I Let him go into the lobby with me 



[28tii Jan. 1946 


J90 LBOISLATl\ K MIIL\ 

[Sn M Auiiuthasayunaiii Ayyungsir] 

Sir, 1 have i'leat pleasure in supporfing the amendment of niv friend, I’rof 
Banga that in respect, of restricting the choice, nine rnenibeis of the Committee 
may be appointed and the House may choose such eminent persons as are fit 
lo have a place on that Committee I further added a rider, that pending dis¬ 
posal of this, time may be given, but I request all Members of this House to 
go into the lobby with me to condemn the previous Government for having 
taken action over our heads 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi: On a point .it oulcr The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber said he was speaking on the amendment of I’rof Bangs But Prof Banga 
has not yet spoken • 

Prof. N. G>. Banga: I have mo\cd it 

Mr. Ab dur B ^man Siddiqi: I understoixl that \oii gii\e the r.^ht to mo^p 
and then also to speak. I am new to this Assembly and I should like to be 
guided by you 

Mr. President: So .im T' But it u.is an .■mendment to .in amendment 
The uhole subject uas before this House It is no point of order 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi: I undcistood \ou to tell us in the heginnni!' 
that tliose who move amendments and amendments to .imendments and riders 
to those very amendments and so on would be given the right to speak first. 

Mr. President: He is a’so a mover of one of the .iiiiLMnlnients 

Mr. Abdar Bahman Siddiqi: 1 do not quite tollou yoiii directioub mid I 
should like to be guided turther Are nioveib ot .iiuemlnieiitb and amendments 
to aiuciidnients, etc to bpcak tiist and then the maltci will be open to the 
House 01 can .in\bod.\ stand up and speak' 

(Intel luptions) 

Ml*. President: (Jrdei, order The prete<leme oi those who wish to bpeak 
ib in the li.iiidb of the President I was ttying to bee it those who had moved 
tile aiiieiidijients wore tiving to catch the President s eve Alter having given 
oppoiiuinties U) other inoveis of ainendiuents, I was just waiting if Seth 
Abdoola H.iioon, wished to speak But 1 found no attempt on his part. 
Furtliei it is not a question really of an\ older m whifli inoveis of amend- 
inents <iiul of aiiiindiiieiits to aineudmeiils will speak He will get an oppor¬ 
tunity ot spe.iking befoie other Mendieib speak Mi* Avyuiigar being one of 
the nuMis to an anieiidmeiit to .in aiiienilinint, was given .m oppoitunity 
when he tiled to catch the President’s eve Seth Abdoola Hnroon 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Seth Abdoola Haioon asked me to speak. 

Mr. President: There is no point now m discussing this any further Mr 
Haroon 


Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: I have already moved an iimendinent I 
would like to speak to-niou*ow As far as inv speech is concerned .... 

Mr. President: T may lemind the Honourable Member that once a Member 
IS. called upon to speak he loses his right if he does iidt speak 


Seth Yusuf AlidooU Haroon: As far as I am concerned, I have listened 
with patience to the amendment and speech made bv my honourable friend, 
Afr Mnmi bubed.-ir He shouM have been a little bit more charitable in his 
speech by con.pliirienting those members who had gone to the Bretton Woods 
Oonference He has not told us as to what action he would like this Assembly 
to take He has not placed before us any criticism He has criticised the 
report very well but he has not given us any concrete suggestion as to what 
he wished this House to do I may remmd him that if this Government had 
not signed the Agreement or had not agreed to be o party to this Conference 
•we would have lost the chance of being a member of the Executive Committee 
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und would have lost the seat that was offered to us. Here 1 may ask the 
Honourable Member that we have got this scat because the Soviet Union did 
not agree to jom this Monetary Conference. What will be our fate if the 
Soviet Union w'ere to come back and jom this Conference? Will we then be 
given an opportunity of being elected to the Executive Committee? 

I thid that India is the sixth country on the list of contributions, which are 
the highest. 1 do not know why efforts were not made to get India an extra 
aeat over this Executive Council, because those who have contributed to this 
fund or will contnbute are nowhere m nearness to India's contribution, which 
amounts to something like 400 million dollars. The next contribution is 825 
million dollars given by* Canada. 1 wish the Finance Member had explained 
to this House that this seat which has been secured on the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of this Fund is a permanent seat and if Russia were to come back this 
seat will not be lost to us. The Finance Member should have also explained 
his attitude Mr Subedar is therefore justified in his orgument when he said 
that tins House was not consulted. If the House was to be dissolved, the 
Honourable Member could have called an informal meeting of the Finance 
Committee of the House, which is a very small committee and they could have 
been summoned m the early part of September We have such instances 
before us When the Reserve Bank Bill was brought a special session of the 
House was called Such other instances we have got and there could be no 
excuse on the part of Government to say that because of lack of time or 
because of the elections it was not possible to consult the House After all 
what IS the autliority of this House? We have no rights If we are to pass a 
resolntion or a certain bill, it is in the hands of my Honourable friend to veto 
it or throw it out But at least when assurances are given to the House, it 
IS the duty of the Government to keep up that promise and consult the 
Members on this side. 

The commercial papers of this country—the majority of them have welcomed 
this proposal. 1 for my part am not against the proposal placed before us. 
But there are certain things on which certainly some sort of guidance or 
advice should have been asked from this House. They would have been able 
to inform the Government of the feeling m this country. The gold value of 
the rupee is being fixed w'lthout consultation This is a very important point 
w'hich has never struck the Honourable the Finance Member. I know that 
it is in the interests of his Government and the Government of the United 
Kingdom that on this issue Indian opinion should not be sought But after 
all when you have to fix the value of the rupee in gold and when our sterlmg 
balances are not being repaid, my friends on this side are justified in condemn¬ 
ing the Government Can w'e expect from this Government that m fixing the 
value of the rupee they will take the Members of this House into confidence 
or that the Committee which w’lll be appointed by this House will be taken 
into their confidence and when the scheme for the fixation is drawn up they^ 
will be told the plans? The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman had told us 
that no agreement will be drawn up until the question of the sterling balances 
was settled I nm sorry that the Honourable Member who has taken charge 
of the portfolio has not yet agreed to look into that or informed us as to 
whnt he projioscd to do about it Is he going to give us or get an assuronce 
from the United Kingdom that this will be freed ns soon as possible’ We are 
not told in this booklet which has been supplied to us that the Indian capital 
in sterling balances will be repaid in this transaction period The Government 
has said that this will be only for the consumnb'e goods or it will come into 
effect after the Agreement is signed. But are we to believe that the sterling 
balances question will be dealt with bv the Honourable Member simultaneouslv 
with the United Kingdom after this agreement has been agreed upon by this 
House’ If we are given these assurances and in the committee if all the facts 
ore placed before us and if we are taken reolly into confidence and we are told 
whnt OTe the plans of the Government, we misht. thinV r.iTo» *v*" 
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thebe facts m condemning the Government and we feel that an opportunity 
must be given to the Goveniiiieiit to explain to the House the whole situa¬ 
tion, and after that ue will be able to formulate our opinion and position as 
to whni action ^hould be taken 

Prof. IT. O. Ranga: Mr Trcsideut, Sir, 1 am not hesitant as my friend 
Ml Abdoola Haroon about this question ot condemning this Government 1 
have no hesitation whatsoever in asking this House to join us in condemning 
this Go\eriinient I cun understand the attitude of the European Member 
who said that we should not condemn because the G6vernnient after all had 
no choice but to issue an otdiiiaiice and get this thmg done. That is because 
my honourable fiiend and the inembeis ot his party have thuven under the 
ordinance rule Xatural’y they cannot take exception to that. Hut we do 
take exception to'the Fiiiniice Member’s action m resorting to ordinance rule. 
The iloiiourab'c the Emunce Member wanted us to keep out politics I want 
him to understand that after all politics is not a thing that can be separated 
from economics: this International Monetary Fund and the World Bank also 
w'ould not have been thought of if it had not been for the new politics that has 
tonieJOLbe the rule as a result of the last war and is there no polities in it, 
wheniWe help of this bank the United States of America and the United 
Kiug^m wish to halt the economic development of other countries? 
Is it not one of their objectives to see that only those 
countries are allowed to develop onlv those industries or industrial con¬ 
cerns, whose development will not be m any way injurious or harmful to- 
the corresponding industries or concerns of England and America? I have got 
the text and words placed before me by the Honourable Member himself, 
through the Notice Office They have themselves stated that whenever any 
particular proposal comes up before this International Bank for loans to be 
made by it for investment or development of any industry in any country, 
they will have to take care to see that the development of that industry m 
that country is not only feasible, practicable and profitable, financial indus¬ 
trial proposition but will also be in the interests of nP the members con¬ 
cerned 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: All of them 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Y'es, but who are the members who count there besides 
the Umlcd States and the United Kingdom? Soviet liussia has gone out and 
therefore they must be very happy now China is only a sort of coat tail, 
and India is used to come in as another slave. Therefore these two countries 
will be controlling Our delegates m that conference have made it clear also 
that they wanted to take care to see that these advanced countries alone would 
not be able to have the necessary power to control the industrial and economic 
development of the so-called backward countries As far as poor India is 
concerned, politics comes in this way My honourable friend shakes his head: 
unfortunately it was not he who made this possible—it was somebody else 
over whom he has no control at all. 

The second thing is this politics comes in here, that this country is not 
free - if this country had been free, she would have been allotted an indepen¬ 
dent seat in her own right on the executive committee; and it was also point¬ 
ed out by Mr. Shroff, after he had left America and come over to India, that 
one important United States official had told him that the United States had 
strong objection to allowing any country within the British Empire to have a 
second vote, m addition to that of the United Kingdom. Therefore I put the 
question to my honourable friend. Sir Jeremy. Baisman, in those days, as to 
whv he did not recommend to the British Government to quit India, so that 
India would be able to have an independent vote on this monetary fund in 
n# flniiTCia ha nniiM nnf oivA nn nnnwpri— ^thst is where noliticB 



MOTION re BBETTON WOODS CONFKtENCE AGREEMENTS 193 

Now, I am told that His Excellency had said this morning on behalf of 
England that withm two years India is going to be a self-governing country . 

An Honourable Member: Two months. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Very well—withm two mouths. If it is going to be* 
withm two mouths that we will be free, why has not this Finance Member 
chosen to wait before he gave his assent to this Fund and this Bank? Evi¬ 
dently, they either do not believe that India is gomg to be free within two 
mouths or they wanted to take tune by the forelock and get India committed 
to this Fund even before free India could be given any chance of discussing 
the good and bad feature of this particular proposal Look at the way in- 
which free countries are behaving The U.S S E. has already refused and this 
has been referred to by my friend Mr Abdoola Haroon But what about 
Australia? 1 am told that Australia also has chosen to be out of this busi¬ 
ness Is Australia richer than us? She is poorer and weaker than us she 
certainly is not a big power, she has not got as much population or material 
resources even It is possible for her to think of keeping out of the Fund, 
why IS it not possib'e for us also to keep out of this^ Is it because we will 
be in greater need of boirowing foreign capital than Australia^ My Honourable 
friend said that if India does not become an original member there will bo 
very many disadvantages. He does not tell us what those disadvantages are 
that we will be faced with. I am sure tha]| this Fund as well as this Bank 
will any day be very happy to welcome India, if only India wanted to get iui 
after she is free Supposing tomorrow Australia or Bussia offered to get mto 
this Bank and Fund, would they not be welcomed* with open arms? Even on 
this Bretton Woods Conference when the Bussian representative said that he 
was willing to increase the total amount of contribution or quota of their 
country, the President concerned with that particular section congratulated 
him and congratulated the whole conference and expressed his gratitude to 
Soviet Bussia. If that is the position in regard to Soviet Bussia, between, 
whose politics and the politics of America as well as England there is no love 
lost, then certainly this Fund as well as the Bank w'lU be very happy indeed* 
if later on India were to make up her mind to come into this. But my 
honourable friend is not prepared to give us this liberty to consult our own 
convenience That is where the real trouble comes in and the gravamen of 
this charge hes in this. That is wdiy I say that politics are implicit in these 
particular proposals 

Coining to the economic side, what is it that India expects to gam from 
this fund.* We w'ant to develop our mdustri<il resources To what extent will 
it be possible to borrow mone\ from this Fund or Bank'* The Honouiable 
Member wanted us to rend this very short thing. Unfortunately he is too brief 
111 his pamphlet as he is in his speech, with the result that we are not able 
to know very much about his attitude or the attitude of the Government. He 
says that we will be able to borrow up to 49 crores in any one year Is that 
correct? India has planned, if we are to trust to the Bombay planners or 
oven the Indian National Planning Committee or even the Qandhian planners, 
to spend more than 2,000 crores per annum, in some years even 4,000 crores: 
we want to spend all this money on our industrial and capital development 
Will it be possible for us to borrow this money from America or England? 
England is already a bankrupt country America, ns my £[onourable fricn*', 
Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar has already shown how impossible it will be 
for America to lend all this money, because every country in the world will 
bo asking America to lend money; and naturally American credit will have to- 
be rationed out as between those countries, and India will get only 1/21 share 
So, this 41 crores can only be a flea bite If India is to develop her capital 
resources and industrial planning, then she has got to depend on her own 
resources. . . . 

TIm BoooimUt Sir AreUtald Bonflaads: I do not want to interrupt 

. T Xl.i-1-_ • . , . - - — ^ ‘ 
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Prof. N. O.^Banga: The Fund is available for current purposes and in any 
.particular year we can borrow up to 4X crores. That is not more than we can 
possibly supply to other countries by way of commodities and gam credit from 
them. She can borrow only 41 crores, that is not going to be enough 
Therefore this Fund is practically useless. On the other hand India has always 
‘had a favourable balance of trade . 

Mr. President: It is five o’clock now, and if the Honourable Member wishes 
to continue, he can do so tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
29th January, 1046 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 2Qth January, 1046 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr. O. V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 

MEMBEB SWORN: 

Dr John Sargent, M A., C.I E , M L A (Government of India: Nominated 
Official) ^ 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Cloth and Yabk Positiok. 

Sri M. Anaathasayanam Ayyangaz: Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
iries and Supplies be pleased to state: 

(a) the quantity of yam produced by mills in India (i) during the year 1044 
to 1045, and (ii) from April to December 1045; 

(b) the quantity of yam utilised by mills for the production of cloth and the 
quantity distributed for handlooms, 

(c) the quantity of yarn exported from the country during the above periods; 

(d) the quantity of yam imported mto the country during the above periods; 

(c) the number of varieties of cloth produced by mills during the above 

periods, 

(f) the quantity of cloth produced by mills and handlooms during the same 
periods, and 

(g) the number of yards of cloth available per head? 

The Honourable Ur. A. A. Waugh: (a) (i) 1,622 million lbs. 

(ii) 1,211 million lbs 

(b) Mills, 1,152 million lbs., handlooms, including powerlooms and hosiery, 
470 million lbs 

(c) 1944- 6-3 million lbs. 

1045 5-0 million lbs 

The allocation for the first half of 1946 is less than 0>7 million lbs. 

(d) Practically nil. 

(e) The main varieties produced were. Dhoties, Sanes, Longcloth, Sheetings, 
Cheddars, Chhintz, Shirtings, Voiles, Mulls, Drills, Twills, Tussores, Towels; 
and the Textile Industry (Control of Production) Order, 1045, compels milla to 
utilize 60 per cent of their production on these varieties. 

(f) In 1944 and 1945, production was at the rate of: 

Mills —4,700 million yards per annum; 

Handlooms and powerlooms —1,500 million yards per annum (approximately). 

(g) A little over 13^ yards per head, on the average. 

Sri M. Anaathawyanam i^ya^ar: What proportion of yam produced in the 
mills in India was available for distribution for handlooms during the year 1944- 
45 and from April to December 1945? * 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wan^: I think the Honourable Member will 
find the answer in my reply to part (b) of his question. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: In view of the fact that the number of handlooms has 
grown during the war, how does the Gkivemment account for the reduction in 
the quota of yam made available for handlooms as a whole? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I do not think there has been a reduction 
u the tota^ aggregate. 


/ IQK 
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Seth Oovind Dae: Is it not a fact that the cloth available per head in India 
is less than the scale available in any other country in the world? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No 

Seth Oovind Dae: Will the Honourable Member name the countries in which 
it is less than in India? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: The United Kingdom. 

Seth Oovind Dae: May I know . . . 

Dr. Sir Zia Ud^ Ahmad: Is it not the lowest or the second lowest m the 
world? 

Mr. Preeident: Order, order Let thn Honourable Member finish his ques¬ 
tion , 

Seth Oovind Das: Is it not a fact that the cloth made available per head in 
the provinces is not available to the consumers? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: If the Honourable Member means that 
there is a difference in quotas from province to province, that is the case 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: May I ask if the cloth quota per head for India ia 
second lowest m the world, if not the lowest? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: It is certainly not the lowest. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Then it is the second lowest 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Are not the mills producing 600 varieties 
of cloth? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: There are many varieties. Under tho 
Textile Control Order the mills have to produce the varieties which are most in 
demand by the population 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
50 per cent of the handlooms are without employment m this country? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No, Sir. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know why, though we are able to 
provide only 13} yards per head, there is so much export of yam to other 
countries, which is 6 3 million dunng 1944-45 and from April to lipcember 1946 
5 9 Whv 18 this export allowed to continue in spite of our deficiency in cloth? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wau^: I have already pointed out m my reply 
that the quuntitv allowed for the first half of 1946 is only 0 7 million lbs 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Will my Honourable friend give the counts of 
those yams which are released for the use of handlooms? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I shall endeavour to supply the Honour¬ 
able Member with the information I have not got it with me 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Have any attempts been made to restrict 
the export of yarn from this country so as to provide larger quantities of yarn to 
the handlooms? Have any special measures been taken this year? 

The HraouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: Yes, Sir 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What measures have been adopted? 
What IS the percentage of restriction? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: The export of yam has been brought 
down 298 tons for the first half of 1946, for Nepal, Afghanistan, and the Persian 
Gulf 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: What steps are the Government taking to pro¬ 
duce more yarn in this country? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wan^: We are endeavouring by all means in 
our power to obtain more textile machinery, and we have under consideration 
steps to produce textile machinery, if p<»sible in Ordinance factories as well as 
a temporary measure. 
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Dr. Sir Zia TTddiii Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the Government are giving 
preference to^the import of machinery for the production of doth and not for 
the production of yam? 

The Himourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No, Sir. 

Seth Oovind Daa: Is it a fact that wherever there is a rationing of cloth, 
oven in those places the consumers are not getting as much cloth as is rationed 
for them? 

The Eoaourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No. Sir; not as far as I am aware. 

Sri M. Ananthaeayanam^Ayyangar: May 1 ask if any attempts were made 
by the Government during ttie period of reference 1944-45 and up to December 
1945 to induce the mills to produce less varieties so that larger quantities of 
yam may be released for handlooms? 

The EononraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: Attempts were made and the amount of 
yam available for handlooms is increasing. 

Prof. V. O. Banga: In spite of all these things, is it not a fact that a very 
large percentage of handloom weavers are today unemployed^ 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: That is correct; but there is a very large 
increase in the number of handloom weavers. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Has the Government compared the figures of the 
export of yam from this country before Ihe war and the figures of the export of 
yarn from this country during the war and what is the position? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I will endeavour to supply the Honour- 
able Member the information he has asked for I have not got it with me here 

Mr. Muhammad Kauman: Was there any export of yam from this country 
before the war or not? 

The Himourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I am unable to answer this question at 
short notice. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: This is a very pertment question to the issue. If 
the Government does not 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will not argue He can only puir 
tho question 

Mr. Muhammad Bauman: I only ask wbat was the total export of yam from 
this country before the war? 

Mr. Preiddent: I think that question has been replied. The Honourabld 
Member wants notice. 

Seth iSovind Das: Does the Honourable Member know that in Jubbulpore the 
consumers ore not gettmg as much cloth as has been rationed for that place? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No> Sir, I have no information 

Seth GosFlnd Das: Will the Honourable Member make mquiries about it? 

The HraouraUe Mr. A. A. Wnugh: Certainly, Sir. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Has the Honourable Member any machinery 
for collecting data regarding the unemployed and under-employed handlooms? 

The Hononrabls Mr. A. A. Waugh: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Sasanka BhUiar Saiqrsl: Has the Honourable Member in his possession 
any information showing the percentage of unemployed handlooms? 

Ihe Bonowablo MDr. A. A. Waugh: 1 oan coUaet the information: I can 
get it. 
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Fsivileoes to Army men of non-Asiatic Domicile 

Diwan Ohamaa Lai: Will the War Secretary please state* 

(a) whether instructiona contained in Army Instructions (India) Nos. 271 
and 306 of 1944, and 901 of 1941 contain schemes of leave which are open only 
to those of non-Asiatic domicile and whether non-Asiatic domicile has been made 
a term of eligibility resulting in anomalies adversely affecting Indian officers; 

(b) whether three months’ leave in India m lieu of leave scheme STIFF 
intended for the recuperation of officers is denied to officers of Asiatic domicile 
on the ground that Indian officers are not so much affected by serving in tropical 
jungles and by the strain of modern war, and 

(c) whether non-Asiatic domicile has been made a qualifying condition Iot 
other privileges such as admission to service in the Home and Colonial Civil 
Services? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) and (b) Sir, the consideration is the period of absence 
from the country of domicile The Army Instructions (India), to which the 
Honouiublc Member refers contain !^chemcs of leave which are open only to 
officers of non-Asiatic domicile who have had more than 6 years continuous 
service outside their country of domicile If an officer is eligible for leave out 
of India after fi\o years continuous service away from his country of domicile, 
and does not wi**!! to go to the U K , he may in special cases be eligible for 
leave in India in hen of 61 days leave out of India 

Officers of Asiatic domicile serving out of India are eligible for War Leave 
to India every year Further, on their return to India from overseas for duty, 
they receive Special War Leave up to 56 days 

It may be added that officers of non-Asiatic domicile can in no circumstances 
get annual War Leave to their country of domicile; and that Bntish personnel 
serving in the United Kingdom and officers of Asiatic domicile serving in India 
arc alike in that they are eligible only for their annual leave of 28 days 

(c) The Honourable Member w'lll appreciate that the Government of India are 
not concerned in framing the regulations for the Home Civil Service or the 
Colonial Civil Services They merely publish the regulations framed in the 
United Kingdom for the benefit of those eligible In the case of the Home Civil 
Service, there are no limitations as to domicile In the case of the Colonial 
Civil Services, a non-Asiatic domicile is required 

Mr. Maau Subedar: Do I gather that m practice and m effect on account of 
the scheme which tlic Honourable Member has read out there is a discrimination 
against Indian officers serving in India? 

Mr. F. Mason: There is a distinction rather than a discrimination I think, 
on the wliole, the Indian officer is very much better off. When he is in his own 
country, he is in the same position as a Bntish officer in England He gets 28 
days leave a year If he is out of his own country, he is eligible to come back to 
his own country and to have 28 days’ leave every year. 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Is it not a fact that an Indian officer serving in India 
finds that he is worse off in the matter of leave and other privileges which ore 
denied to him? 

Mr. P. Mason: That, Sm is a matter of surmise, I think, rather than an 
actual fact. 

• Diwan Chamcm Lall: May I ask whether it is not a fact that after five years’ 
stay in, let us say, Malaya, an Indian officer is not entitled to the same leave 
privileges as a British officer? - 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, I do not think you will find there are any cases of Indian 
officers who have been five years away from their country of domicile without 
returning to India If there are such cases, I shallJbe glad to inquire. 

Diwan Ohamaa I«U: May I ask my Honourable friend to give me reply to 
my question? My question is whether it is Aot a fact that a discrimination does 
actually exist in the rules and that a "Mian officer who stays out in Malaya 
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for five years is not hi the same category as a British officer staying out in 
Mahiye for five years and he is not entitled to the privileges of the British 
officer? '' 

]Cr. P. Mason: I repeat that the Indian officer in these circumstances would 
be better off because during those five years he is eligible for leave every year. 
If any cases had happened in which leave was not given for five years, they would 
be exceptional cases and I do not think there are any of that nature 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall: May 1 ask my Honourable friend if he is not aware of 
the cases of those Indian officers who have been in Malaya and who h.i\e net 
been on their leave in India? Will he give me an answer to the question whether 
it IS not a fact that in the rules there is this discrimination between the two'’ 

• 

Mr. P. Maaon: I repeat that I do not think there is any discrimination 
Circumstances are different and therefore the rules are different. It appears to 
me that the rules are on the whole, more favourable for Indians 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan: May 1 ask if there is no such case of an Indian 
officer who has been m Malaya since 1939 up to the end of the war*’ 

Mr. P. Maaon: I believe not, Sir 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I inform the Honourable Member that one 
Dr. Capt Akhtar Hussain of Arrah has been in Malaya for a period of over five 
years, and there must be many others like him May I know if the Honourable 
Member will collect figures of those who have not been granted leave because 
of these rules? 

Mr. P. Maaon: It is not a question, but it is a •statement 

Mr. Mu h a mm ad Nauman: Is the Honourable Member aware or not that one 
Capt Akhtar Hussain, IMS, of Arrah has been continually in Malaya and 
Burma and other places for a period of over five years and that he has not been 
given those privileges because of these rules? 

Mr. P Mason: I was not aware of that fact I will make enquiries If anv- 
thing can be done, I will be glad to do so 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall: May I know whether it is a fact that Indian officers arc 
not entitled to three- months leave as British officers are for the purpose of re¬ 
cuperation because of the strenuousuess of jungle life ond the strain of modern 
war? 

Mr. P. Maaon: It is u fact that they are not eligible for three months leave 
because the rules are entirely different It is not a question, as I explained in 
the begiiiiiing, of jungle waifare It is a question of length of period away 
fiom one’s country 

Mr. Maau Subedar: Will the Government give an assurance, in view of what 
has been mentioned hero to alter these rulQs so as to remove the discrimination'’ 

Mr P. Mason: I do not admit it is discrimination 1 will examine the pos¬ 
sibility m the light of facts which the Honourable Member placed before the 
House 

Prof. N. O. Banga; The Honourable Member said there was no discrimina¬ 
tion, but that tliere was a distinction Will the Honourable Member remove 
this distufhtion also? 

Mr, P. Mason; I do not think it wouM be very welcome to Indian officers if 
this was removed. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I ask, if the Honourable Member finds that 
there are such oases (rf hardships among Indian officers, will he be pleased to 
revise the rules? 

revi^a^" ^****^* ^ ^ examine the question and see if the rules require 



AIR DEPARTMENT. 

Mr Freddent: I have to inform the Assembly that up to 12 noon on Monday, 
the 28th January, 1946, the time fixed for receivmg uommations for the Standmg 
Committee for the Department of Posts and Air, five nommatious were received. 
As the number of candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, 1 declare the 
following Members to be duly elected* (1) Mr M A F Hirtzel, (2) Colonel 
Kumar Shri Himniatsinhji, (3) Pandit Mukut Bihari Lnl Bhargava, (4) Sjt Seth 
Damodar Swaroop, and (5) Mr. Ahmed Ebrahiin Ilaroon Jnffer 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR WAR 
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly **ihat up to 12 noon on 
Thursday, the 24th January, which was the tune fixed for receiving nominations 
for the Standing Comiiiitteo for the Department of War Transport, only seven 
nominations were received As the Standing Committee will consist of eight 
members and only seven have been nominated, I declare Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel, 
Sardar Sampuran Singh, Shri D P Karmarkar, Sri M K Jinnchandran, Sri 
M Ananthasayanam Ay>angar, Maulvi Abdul Ilamid Shah and Choiidhurv Md 
Abid Hussain, who were duly nominated, as elected to the Committee and I 
appoint a further period up to 12 noon on Friday, the let February, within which 
nominations forr the eighth vacancy only will be received The election, if 
necessary, will be held in the Assistant Secretary’s room in the Council House, 
on Fridav, the 8th February, between the hours of 10-30 a m and 1pm 

Mr. M. Asal Ali (Delhi General) This is the first time that such a thing 
has happened. 

Mr. President: Yes, nominatoiiis of seven when eight .iic required, not that 
the declaiation has happened for the first time 


DIOTION RE BRETTON WOODS CONFERENCE AOREEMENTS—coa/d 


Mr. President: The House will now resume further cnnsidcraticn of the 
following motion moved by the Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands 

“Tliat this House welcomes the proposals for settinfr up an International Monetarv Fund 
.nnd .in International Bank for reconstimtion and de\elopmcnt as set out in the Final Act 
■of the Ilretton Woods Conference and also wiflcomes tho action taken by the (Government 
of Indi.o in adhering to the Agreements as an original .Member ” 

Tins involves further consideration also of the amendments that were moved 

Prof.^W. Q-. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Mnhanimadan Rural) Mr. 
President, Sir, yesterday when I was saying that by getting into this B\ind as 
well as the Bank, the other countries will have a chance of arresting the indus- 
trit-il progress of India, the Honourable the Finance Member waved his head and 
then I told him that I have the authority of the literature that was circulated 
bv himself for making that assertion that it will be possible for Anglo-Americans 
to consider whether India should be allowed to develop any one particular in- 
dustrv or not with the help of foreign capital Sir, I wish to draw his attention 
and the attention of the House to Clause 5, Article IIT of the International Bank 
Act Here it is stated 


“In making or guaranteeing the loan tho Bank shall pay due regard to the prospects of 
the norrowor, ftud if the borrower ib not 0 ^felnbe^ that the gnarantor will be in a position 
to meet its obligations nnder the loan 

Then comes the most important thing* 


"That the Bank shall act prudently in the interests both of the particnlar Momber i 
•whose territory the Bank is located and of the members as a whole ’* 


( 200 ) 
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Well, Sir, there was one other point that 1 was trying to make; that the 
Oovemment cannot expect us to keep politics out of this matter and cannot 
expect us to consider tins entirely as an economic proposition and nothing more. 
Sir, 1 have the authority of Mr Morganthau Junior himself for stating so. Here 
js on article which he has written m Foreign Affairs, an important journal of 
America. 

“Any monopoly of financial co-operalion u indiapensablo for the maintenance of economic 
Btainlit^ and economic atability m piactice la indcepeiihable to maintenance of political stabi¬ 
lity ” 

I hope, Sir, that as I go on making my pomts in the short time available to 
me. the Honourable the finance Member will not try to contradict me m what 
1 say, because I have got similar books before me to strengthen the pomt that 
X make. 

My additional point is this. India has already got one halter round her neck 
and that is Great Britam and her sterlmg ratio and also this Empire Dollar 
Pool in addition to that India is now invited to get into the second halter of 
United States and her politico-economic suzerainty. America is now m the 
same position m which England used to be durmg the latter part of the last 
century when it was in the interest of England to smg paeans of mteruational 
co-operation and international free trade and therefore she used to be a great 
champion of Bright and Cobden theory of international co-operation. Similarly, 
the same America was not then so very enthusiastio about international trade 
Why go so far? Even when there was the World Economic Conference held ir. 
London over which I suppose Mr. Bamsay Macdonald presided, America did 
nut wish to take part m it. Mr. Boosevelt sent a message saying that America 
had better concern herself with her own mtemal problems and not allow the 
rest of the world to mterfere m her internal economy. But things have changed 
after this war As a result of this war, America today has become a creditor 
country, not only m herself but for many other countries in the world She is 
now in a position to lend money. She is the creditor country for the whole 
world That is why they have the temerity to say—as America goes, so does the 
rest of the v^orld Naturally they expect India also to follow her in her example 
to provide full employment for the rest of the world or for her own people. It 
really means providing full employment for her own people. Mr. Morgonthau 
/iimself and his colleagues also have stated that unless they supported this 
Monetary Fund, it would not be possible for them to maintain their labour 
siuidards of full employment in America and also full employment for their own 
industries. Otherwise they were afraid that India and China wilXi their terrific 
population figures would be able to undercut them in every market, would be 
able to compete with them more favourably and make it impossible for them to 
mail'tain and continue this financial hegemony of theirs over the rest of the 
viorld. 

Why is the United States of America so very keen on getting into it? She 
finds it advantageous for herself. Here ore the two articles written lu this 
Foreign Affairs itself by their own responsible officers to prove how this 
Fund IS advantageous to America. I do not grudge that; I want the Finance 
Member also to prove that this Fund as well as the Bank will be advantageous 
to India. So far no case has been made out in that direction. And what is it 
that wc stand to gain as a result of this? Without giving any positive answer 
we were told that if we do not go into it we will incur the displeasure of 
America In what way? 

India had a favourable balance of trade before the war. Is it seriously con¬ 
tended that India is likely to be faced with an adverse balance of trade now, this 
year and the next year? And if India is going to have a fiivourable balance of 
tra^e where is the fear for India of any kind of displeasure from America? In 
fact. Sir, India’s economic position is certainly stronger than that of many 
other^ countries. We are not thinking of exporting our oil-seeds, we are not 
thi nkin g of exporting our cotton. The only tUnff that we have got to e:i 9 ort 
end will export is jute with regard to which the demand feenn the rest of tiia 
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world is very strong indeed So for as jute is oonoemed, the rest of the world 
has to purchase it and we will be able to convert that money into whatever 
capital goods we wish to import into our own country. India is soon going to 
reach the same position which the United States had reached during the last 
century. We want to develop our own mdustries and for that purpose we want 
the protection of tariff barriers. We may possibly want exchange restrictions 
also But here is the Fund as well as the Bank intended to prevent India from 
developing her tariff walls when necessary and to the extent that they are 
necessary, and also to prevent India from utilising exchange manipulations. 

Then, Sir, there is the question of parity, that is, at what rate are we to deal 
with the rest of the world? One and six was there a few weeks ago; the Gov¬ 
ernment of India had accepted it. What right had'they to accept it? Have 
they satisfied themselves that this present exchange rate is really beneficial to 
India? The learned editor of the Eastern Economist has put a poser to 
Government Let them appoint an expert committee to go into this matter and 
to satisfy themselves that the present existing exchange ratio is really good for 
Ub Indeed English economists as well as American economists have been 
advising their respective Governments that “hot money*’ ought not to bo taken 
Ub the proper standard, that sufficient tune should be given to the various pros¬ 
pective members of these two institutions after the end of the war for their 
exchange rates to stabilise themselves properly and for their currency circula¬ 
tion also to be stabilised, so that a more stable par value can be fixed. 

India IB thmkmg of industrial expansion, but accordmg to this Monetary 
Fund we are allowed to change this exchange ratio only by 10 per cent. If we 
wish to go beyond that we have got to seek the permission of all these people. 
Sixty and odd nations are to be there. If it is profitable to them and advanta¬ 
geous to them also, specially the Anglo-Amencans, they will allow us to change 
our exchange ratio here, otherwise they will not And who are thei^ people? 
They are like the two well-fed babies In thot well-known book “Pride and 
Prejudice’* you read of two damsels who used to eat at home quietly and then 
go to a dinner where they 'would just nibble at the food and then pretend thali 
they were not hungry and as if it was the fashion not to eat too much Similarly 
the Anglo-Americans do not need much of industrial expansion and they cannot 
develop industrially any more Because America is unable to have any more 
development in the way of industrial expansion to any great extent, she is 
thmkmg of exporting her capital goods as well as her capital to all other countries. 
She IB going to take the place that has been vacated only recently by England. 
And England is unable to develop her own industrial resources because she has 
reached the point of saturation Now they want India also to be in the same 
position. They are afraid that India and China would be able to make such 
giant strides in the near future in the way of industrial and economic develop¬ 
ment that it will be impossible for them to recapture these eastern and oriental 
markets 

And that is where the real catch comes m Some of our economists warned 
this Government not to get into this but still Government went m, and now 
they want to entangle us m it. Because it is to the interest of Anglo-Americans 
that India should get into it and India should be tacked on to their arrange¬ 
ments. There was even a suggestion that the United States and En gland had 
better go into a sort of sectional arrangement instead of bringing these institu¬ 
tions for the whole world; but they themselves thought that it would be more 
profitable for them to bnng in other countries, specially China and Inidia, 
because China and India are in a position to embark on more industrial progress 
and unless they controlled the industrial development of Tndia and China it 
would not be possible for them to take the fullest possible advantage of the 
victory in war. 

What u the present position ? Bussia is out of it. These two countries alone 
wish to divide &e rest oi the world, all their markets, as betwixt themselves. 
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And m order to do that they must see that there are no competitors. The pros* 
pective competitors are only China and India, and therefore India and China are 
diagged into this. They are talkmg about harmony of mterests between 
advanced and backward countries. How can there be this harmony? We are 
like a lame person and we must have crutches first m order to be able to walk 
along with the others Even then we will not be able to walk along, 
with the others m the same tempo. Naturally wo need what are known 
as Panama locks in order that we may be able to co-operate with other countries. 
We are not in a position to go into the embrace of these people because they are 
stronger, more powerful and have greater resources How is it possible for us 
to walk along with them? 

Then American experts talk about their own farmerb and their own mterests; 
they want to export thei^ wheat to other countries. They would like to sell 
it at such rates as would be profitable to themselves. If we in India are able 
to develop our own wheat production to such an extent that we are able to 
depend on our own wheat produce and not depend on them, then there will be 
lebS of a market for these people. And naturally they want us to go into this 
so that it will be possible for them to control us. 

8ir. I wish to state that India is likely to get all unthinkingly mto a kind o£ 
unwarranted partnership in the new world imperialism that these Anglo-Amen- 
cans are developing Through their Security Council and their U._^N. O. they 
are trying to gain political control. Through this Monetary Fund and the Bank 
they are trying to get economic control. Supposmg any one of these debtor 
countries is not able to repay the debts because there is some sort of a social 
revolution or a political revolution m it. then it will be open to this particular 
Bank and the Governors thereof and also the Fund to make a complaint to it 
that they are not able to collect their own assete, and then this U. N 0 begins 
to say, “Here ib an appeal coming from the Monetary Fund All of you gentle¬ 
men put your money there Therefore give us authority to interfere in their 
own affairs” And they begin to interfere Of course you have stated, m order 
to satisfy the U S S 11 , that irrespective of social and economic conditions 
prevailing in any one country these advances are to be made and collected. 
But how are you to do it? Has not the United States been able to establish an 
invisible imperialist hold over South America? Is she not trying to get the same 
hold over China? And is she not trying to get it over India also? 

In a very expansive mood reminiscent of the international co-operation of 
the 19th century America is now talking in very big and liberal terms It suits 
her and it pays her to talk in those terms because she is today in a very expansive 
mood Just us a gentleman, who has had a good dinner and is having a nice 
smoke m his drawing room, is in an expansive mood and begins to talk of the 
virtues of his own wife, so also is America now talking of this great world and 
world co-operotion and all the rest of it Sir, w'e have had enough of it We 
cannot go into these things m a blindfold manner 

T charge the Government with guilt for having done these things without 
taking the country into its confidence I charge the Government also not only 
for their gross dereliction of duty but also their culpable determination to keep 
this House in ignorance The Honourable Member is supposed to be an expert 
in regard to finances Why is it that he was so very brief’ Was it because it 
was his maiden speech ? Certainly he is not a maiden, he docs not look so 
green! He is a seatoned warrior so far as English interests arc concerned, and 
quite possibly he was so very brief in the interest of Gredt Britain The 
Honourable the President was good Enough to assure him that if he wanted more 
time, he would be prepared to give him. but he did not want to take the oppor¬ 
tunity. Either he does not know enough in which case he had no authority to 
issue this Ordmance or he knows too much and he does not want this House 
to know all tUSi Therefore, Sir, 1 cannot ahstam from recommending to thia 
House to condemn this Government for having committed this country to these- 
two unwanted things without taking the country into their confidence gain* 
ing the confidence of the country. 
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Dr. Sir Zia TTddln Alunad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham* 
madan Bural) The Honoiusble the Puiatice Member began his speech with 
modestv I always thoiiglit that attempts to oiatorv, or seeking 
populaiity are not tlie vutues but the tlisiiiialifications of a Finance 
Member The successful Finance Member is a person who looks 
after the interest of the people of India and not only of the 
rmgs of capitalists, and he jealously guards the finances of the country. For 
what I know and 1 ha\e seen of him, T aii( sure that he will fulfil our expecta¬ 
tions and will act on the nd\ice of ^fr T\son that the Funds which we are 
discussing will be used b\ the Indians for the use of the Indians 

During the debate a number of subsidiary questions were discussed which 
are rather important and if I have time T will take •them up after I have dis¬ 
cussed the mam issues Those important subsidiarv questions are (i) why 
was the Legislature not taken into confidence a little earlier, (ii) our sterling 
balances, (lii) exchange, the price level, or in other words the purchasing power 
of the rupee; and (iv) the position of gold which includes its high price, and the 
wav in which it is purchased and sold T will take up these questions after I 
have disposed of the main issues 

The first thing which we have to discuss is,—^is it or is it not to the benefit 
of India to join the Intemationl Monetary Fund and International Bank^ I 
ask one question and my observations will depend upon the answer to my 
'question My question is, do we want to establish our business relations 
with every country in the world or hmit our transactions to few countries? Or, 
in other w'ords, do we w’ant to purchase any article that we want in any part 
of the world at the cheapest possible rates? I am sure that the answer to these 
questions will be in the affirmative M\ Honourable friends, Prof llanga and 
Mr ^lanu Subedar are not here, but I am siiro thev will not disagree with me 
that we should have the lihort\ to purchase any article m anv part of the 
world at the cheapest possible rates This is one principle on which we all 
agree Now, let us see how it can be done 

Before the Great War our balances with over\ eoimtrv were adjusted by 
gold The balance of trade was nhva,\8 met b% toehnienlK what we call 
‘treasure. ’ The balance of trade between nil countries was eqimlired by 
the transfer of gold in the proper direction In this matter gold played the 
part of international sovereign bank, and later Oin, after the Great War, the 
currciic\ of every country expanded and gold was not sufficient to adjust the 
h.ilfi’ res of trade of each country Whatcier gold was left was locked up by 
hr life and Amencn and very little f,old was left for cnmniercial transaction 
to adjust the balances between two countries A new situ.ition arose and when 
we found that gold could not serve the purpose which it served till the begin¬ 
ning of the Great War, we had no alternative, but to say goodbye to gold, and 
to dethrone the gold from the position of sovereignty wrhich it occupied Lord 
Kevnes, who was mv contemporarv m Cambridge, said at that time that 'it 
IS a rehc of barbarous davs’—those were his words 

Then, how are w’e going to balance the trades between different ('ountries? 
After that we devised a ssstem which we i*nll ‘managed currency’, which is 
really barter system, t e each country should establish a separate account with 
every other country in the world. Whatever I purchase, we must buv from 
the other For the time being, we used what we called ‘foreign credits’ in place 
of gold and unfavourable balance of trade was met by foreign credits It 
means that we did not adjust accounts by import of treasure, but kept favourable 
^rtion as reserve to be utilised to meet our unfavourable balances But 
Germany was the first country which dispensed with the foreign credits as well 
as the use of gold altogether, and she opened banking accopints with every 
country^ she had to deal with It means this. supposing a person applies for 
a permit to export a certam article to Argentine, he will be asked by the 
Beserve Bank, before he is given a permit or an exchange in Argentine Currency, 
to find out somebody in Argentine to purchase from India an article of equiva¬ 
lent value. The result of this was that merchants were jjut to great difficulties, 
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because before they could not buy anything until they produce a buyer m the 
other country from this side so that the two balances may equalize. In the 
absence of gold and in the regime of this ‘managed currency’ this position is 
inevitable In any case, this arrangement can work all right when we have 
only two countries to deal with, but supposmg vou have got a multilateral 
transaction, t e. supposing there are about three hundred countries and each 
country is trading with every other country—my Honourable friend is a 
mathematician and he will be able to tell the number of combinations 
It will be 44,850—and these offices will he necessary to adjust the accounts of 
balances of trade of every country What happens very often is that though 
we mav have no credit to pav to Argentine, but we may have a credit in France 
■SO that we want to transfer our credit from France to Argentine m order to 
pay for the goods we purchased from Argentine But then who will do it? 
Will the Argentine Government do it? WMl the French Government do it’ 
Or, will the Indian Government do it? Who will do it’ In the case of multi¬ 
lateral trade, financing is impossible In the absence of gold, this 
‘managed currency’ leads us to a verv difficult position and the 
■only possibility is that we establish a clearing house—some kind of a 
Bank which mav take the assets and liabilities of everv country and adjust the 
accounts^ This arran^ment to m\ mind, in the absence of gold is inevitable 
Jf trade is to be carried on in a smooth manner That is the position, and 
what really will happen is this—Quoting liord Keynes words—“In anv adjust¬ 
ment of the balance of ultimate ^rnde, gold acted as an autocratic ruler” That 
IS when we establish the balance accounts of different countries on account of 
the trade, there should be some measure bv means of which tbev could be 
adjusted and gold alone could be that measure So in that case gold is now 
placed m the position of the constitutional monarch, and not an autocratic 
sovereign, the position which it occupied before the Great War Now it is 
constitutional monarch or the President of a demooraev The ministrv to carry 
on the affairs of democracy of trade ivith gold as its president is International 
Rank So this is the position with which we have to face Lord Keynes called 
gold a constitutional monarch or you may call it the President of the Republic 
But that position is the position to wrhieh w'c have been redvfced and unless we 
have arrangement of this kind I do not visualise in my mind how the inter¬ 
national trade can he carried on T wdsh somebodv who does not like tins hank 
would tell us on the floor of the House how 300 countries with 44,850 ledgers 
can carry on trade with each other in their respective currencies unless there is 
a central clearing house for adjustment of the aeeounts 

XT Ananthasayanam Ayyaagar (M.ulias Ceded Districts and Chittoor: 

Non-Muhammadan Rural) How have thev been going on till now ? 


Dr. Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad: Till 1914 gold served the purpose. After the 
Great War Foreign credits or reserves in England and America when this 
managed currency started evervono combined accounts with other countries 
Now difficultv has arisen because of enormous expansion of trade all round and 
the expansion of currencies without metallic reserves 




Dr. Sir Zla Fddln Ahmad: Only to Umited extent It is the last resort She 
loKnd cntCnT Sovereign till 1914 She was dethroned in 

preM i. that on international bank jo neoeasarr to atop the 
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indirectly smce it gives rise to gamblers and speculators and they make the posi* 
tion still worse This position was mentioned by Sadi and he discussed th& 
philosophy of such collapse. He said 

"font idam dazd-e-yak digar and, Keh dor dfnenash yah johar and, Ohun azwe ba-dard dwarad^ 
rotgdr, Dtgar cuw-M rd rah mdnad qqrdr.** 

This means that whenever you have troubles in any part of your body, then 
the other organs of your body cannot remain at rest. They are bound to suffer if 
there is pain anywhere and similar is the case with countries I emphasize 
that the only safeguard for stopping the breakdown of the currency of any 
country is some central bank of this kind But if we oppose intemotional bank 
then some other method ought to bo devised by means of which this situation 
may be avoided 

My third point is that we will require some loan for our future developments. 
I have got before me the fifteen years’ plan of Bombay They have suggested 
that for the development of this country we require Bs 1,000 crorcs I do not 
agree altogether with their arguments but we do require money for the future 
development of India Every department is ready with large schemes. All 
kinds of pressure are put on the Finance Member I do not know if the revenue 
of India will bo able to meet all these demands He will have to fall back on 
loan for capital expenditure, preferably a long-term loan so that we may be able 
to pay it back by instalments If you produce any scheme of reconstruction fbr 
India, capital expenditure would be needed and the capital expenditure cannot 
be rrieet by the revenue of the country You will have to take a loan and the 
loan which you cannot pay immediately It hiust be a long-term loan How will 
it bo possible for India to get such loans? Theoretically it may be all right but 
I do not see any other way in which it can be done T am sure that this Bank 
will always come forward to help in this particular manner In this connection 
I may also mention that our Indian Delegation is responsible for the addition of 
clause 2 to the objects of the association, and it was done with this view, namely, 
that we should be able to have long-term loans for the development of our country 
This suggestion of the Indian Delegation was accepted by the Conference So 
the possibility of taking long-term loans has already been provided and clause 2 
has been added to the objects of the mtornational fund at the suggestion of the 
Indian Delegation 

Now, several members have expressed their apprehensions Suppose these 
apprehensions come out to be true and the Bank fails to satisfy our demands. 
Then the simple resolution of Prof Ranga, if accepted by the House, will bo 
sufficient to withdraw us altogether fioin this organisation So it is not that we 
are binding the future generations for ever, but we are just trying an experiment 
which r am siiie will be successful and if by chance we find that it is not work¬ 
ing then a simple resolution of the Legislature will absolve us of all obligationn 
So we need not be apprehensive 

As regards the opinions of other personages, I have got before me the opmions 
of the Policy Committee which accepted it in principle Of course this Com¬ 
mittee IS inoip fortunate than the Standing Finance Committee of this Legisla¬ 
ture because it had the benefit of discussing the whole of this international 
monetary policy before we had any opportunity to do so 

So the points *I wish to make in support of this idea are (1) it is the only 
method by which we can equalise the balance of trade between the yanous 
countries (2) it will stop the breakdown of the currency of any country, and (3) 
it "will encourage future development and reconstruction by having the loan on a 
long-term contract 

I consulted the economic and commercial staff of my University and discussed 
the matter in very great detail with them. Some important suggestions were 
made but in prmciple they were of the opinion that for the development of 
industry all round this would prove exceedingly useful. So. I think the general 
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opinion is in favour of this. The objections which have been raised against this 
were objections on a* subsidiary issue which I now take up. 

The first question was that this House was not consulted I think we all 
agree that earlier opportunity ought to have been provided to take this House 
into confidence. But 1 notice that the Government alone is not responsible. 
19 V Policy Committee is also responsible for this The British 

12 Noom. Government, the U K. Government, has given its consent. This 
Committee said once in 1044 and repeated second time in 1945 that India should 
wait till England has j'oined the International Monetary Fund. England gave her 
consent on the 13th December On the 13th of December, 1945, neither this 
House nor the Finance Committee was m existence and therefore they had no 
alternative but to issue an ordinance They must give their consent to be 
an original member before the 31st December, 1945. Although it is a good plea 
but it cannot absolve the Government from their responsibility for not consult¬ 
ing us earlier or at least in not calling for a special session in the month of 
September But unfortunately so many things happened this year that the 
intention of the Government could not be materialised 

Now I come to the sterling balances Whatever the issue about sterling 
balances may be and in whatever way joii discuss it, this particular problem of 
International Bank cannot obstruct or stand in the way of the settlement of the 
question of the sterling balances It is quite an independent problem. The 
problem of the sterling balances vrill remain in its place irrespective of any 
decision on the International Bank But since we are discussing all the issues, 
—England has also discussed the whole position—^therefore we would also like to 
discuss the question of sterling balances In this connection I would like to 
refer to the report of the Policy Committee Twice they said that a Committee 
should go to England and discuss the question with the Government of the 
United Kingdom and as Mr Manu Subedar pointed out, this question wag also 
discussed when England began to discuss the position of her international trade. 
While England was discussing the question of the financial agreement with the 
United States the question of the sterling balances was also raised as irentioned 
ill sections 10(1) (a), (b), (o). The United Kingdom and the United States alone 
cannot settle this question It was suggested by our Policy Committee that a 
small committee from India ought to ^ to the United Kingdom and settle this 
particular question, we have no doubt of their great sympathy for all the troubles 
that w'c had during the war, because this money was spent in a manner in which 
we have been lienefited There is no doubt about that, but at the same time 
India is a poor country and cannot afford to give chanty to a country which is 
far richer than ours Therefore the contribution to Engiand is no act of chanty 
but at the same time this ought to be discussed in a friendly spirit. I entirely 
approve of the suggestion that has been made that a small committee should go 
to England and settle the question with the Government of the United Kingdom. 
But at the same time this question is very different from the question of the 
International Bank My own opinion is—I do not know whether Mr. Manu 
Subedar will agree with me—that this International Bank will help us in settling 
this question of the sterling balances 

lb. lEanu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau* Indian Com¬ 
merce) Why did not Sir Jeremy Eaisman discuss this question at the Bretton 
Woods Conference? 

Dr. Sir Zia TTddin Ahmad; I am not responsible for Sir Jeremy Raisman. 
The fact that this is mentioned in the agreement between the United Kingdom 
and the United States clearly shows without any reference to us that this 
International Bank will in a way help us in the settlement of the problem and 
will not stand in the way of it. So I have great sympathy for this balance of 
trade, though I do not agree with the solution which my friend has suggested. 
It was rather an interesting suggestion; take all the rupee belongings of foreign 
people (non-Indian residents in India), give them sterling in exchange. This 
reminded me oi a proposal which was once made in this country, at which I 
laughed at that time just as I am laurhiuv at thia particidar proposal. If was 
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argued that agricultural indebtedness is a great curse to India and couia 

not progress till rural indebtedness was wiped off It was suggested that we 
usurp all the belongings and assets of all the millionaires who own more than 
10 lakhs and pay the agricultural debts with this money which you collect from 
people who have no right to own more than they should This suggestion is 
of the same nature as the proposal of my Honourable friend Mr Manu Subedar 
for the payment of the sterling balances 

Commg to the third issue which was also discussed on the floor of the House, 
viz , the question of exchange In 1934 when the Reserve Bank Bill was under 
consideration I was strongly of opinion that the rate of exchange should be 1/4 
and not 1/6 to the rupee and w’e lost only by two \otes, because at that time 1/4 
was really the true value of the rupee But the position in 1946 is different from 
the position in 19.*J4. Everybo«ly knows that a lower exchange helps export and 
a higher exchange helps import Devaluation ahvays helps exports and if the 
rate is raised it helps the imports At present we have not got much of com¬ 
modities to export We have not got enough for our own use If there ia 
nothing to export whv do we demand a low'er exchange value for the rupee from 
1/6 to 1/4 Another thing which I want to point out is the value of exchange 
does not effect the economic jiosition so much as the change in the exchange 
value from time to time That really affetes trade and encourages gambling 
In order to avoid gambling it is very desirable that the exchange problem should 
not be treated in a light hearted manner and should not be changed from time 
to time Once it is fixed, it should remain fixed for a considerable time, because 
the moment people begin to know that there will be some kind of play on thia 
exchange, then the speculators wmU come forward and disturb monetary equi¬ 
librium Mv friend Sir Cow'asjee Jehangir will excuse me when I sav that the 
Boinbnv people are experts in gambling I have never seen people of any town 
so proud in gambling, whenever a gambling house is opened in any remote part 
of India, you will find two-thirds of the people come from Bombay You find a 
small boy of ten opening a shop for gambling and all the boys go there to- 
gamble Therefore this gambling ought to be eradicated and I have tabled a 
resolution that all these stock exchanges and cotton exchanges and bullion 
exchangeb ought to be abolished Until all these arc abolished, the gambling- 
mentalitv cannot disappear from Hiia country and we cannot have stability of any 
currency or stability m trade 

Tliere are a number of other problems which we have been pressing, one was: 
raised bv my friend Mr Avyangar about the export of gold I have always- 
supported him when he moved an embargo on what was-callcd distress gold, but 
we continued to export the gold and the government did not agree with us I’pra- 
tosted several times on the floor of the House ns to why gold is sold at such very 
high prices when the world parity is so low I am not sure what the figures arn 

todav—perhajis the Honourable Finance Member will correct me_I think the 

world parity is about Rs 38 a tola, while the Reserve Bank's price and the 
market rate is over Es 100 a tola We will discuss this later on in the commit¬ 
tee stage, but I am sure this can be checked by the influence of this International 
Bank, because they have put down the parity of gold m terms of the currency of 
each country, and that will be the market value of gold and it will help to fix its 
price in every couq,try All these subsidiary things raised on the floor of this: 
House will be of practical help and we may get a solution for all these problems- 
from this International Bank, 

I propped a resolution jn 1931 about the stabilisation of prices and I have* 
been pressing Sir George Schuster and his successors—Sir James Qrigg and Sir 
Jeremy Raisman—that they should follow the MaomuBen Report The repoHn 
said that the first concern of every finance member should be to stabilise prices 
and to fix the purchasing power of the rupee. If the purchasing power is not 
fixed the value of your managed currency will always be fluctuating. Mr 
Ayyangar also pointed out in his speech that you must fix the value of sold iir 
terma of your currency: the same thing applies to silver because we are a 
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bimetallio country both silver and gold ore legal tender. But Sir Jeremy 
Baisman was very keen on one point alone and that was the fixation of the bank 
rate of interest. It did serve some purpose But the common people in this 
country have no interest m banks 99*9 per cent of the people do not have a. 
banking account only 001 per cent, of the people have some kind of bank 
accouirt and they have no interest whatever in the bank rate of interest. But 
everybody is interested in the purchasing power of the rupee, and that was not 
done by any Finance Member I hope it will be taken up now and with the 
help of all our friends on my right this problem will be taken up and the purchas* 
ing power of the managed currency called rupee will be fixed. 

Onb more point It was pointed out by some members that llussia had. 
withdrawn from the fund, that there must be some good reasons for her with¬ 
drawal. and why should w-e not follow the noble example of Russia and withdiaw 
ourselves? The position of Russia is very different from our position Russia 
IS following a policy of absorption I do not want to discuss the method which 
Russia adopts in absorbing country after country—I will probably discuss that 
on some other occasion. but the method she is adopting is such that no country 
will be able to face it one tnetho<l is to break down the monetary policy of the 
country which she wants to absorb The breaking down of the monetary policy 
of the country ^ho wants to absorb is one of the fundamental policies of Russia, 
and with this view, Ru'«sia cannot afford to join this International Monetary 
Bank or Fund who^u object is to stabilise currency Therefore Russia wil^ 
its present policy has absolutely no place m the International Bank and it 
ought to have been foreseen Her methods are different from the methods of 
every other country Therefore there is no point m asking us to follow the 
Russian example I know- of a number of very good reasons for Russia's with¬ 
drawal, but we cannot follow the Russian example 

Sil M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyaagar: What about Australia, Dr ? 

Dr. Sir Zia Dddin Ahmad: I support the appointment of the committee 
specially for this reason, that it will give us an opportunity to discuss the sub¬ 
sidiary questions and we iii.iy have some better suggestions for the solution of 
these problems They will not affect the mam issue 

As regards the time of report, the resolution only puts down the higher limit, 
but from this it does not follow that we cannot report earlier 1 am of the 
opinion that the eorher we settle this question the belter for this country U itli 
tliese words, I sujqjort the motion moved by the Muslim League Party. 

S]t. N. V. Gadgil (Bonibav Ceiitiul Division Xoii-Muhammadun Rural): 
Sir, it seems that the old adage lias been soinewliut modilied Brevity is the 
soul of wit Xow’ it seems to be the soul of dijiloinae^—I do not jet say, 
of duplicitv. The Honourable Finance Member was very brief He told us 
111 his spee< h that so far as the sterling balances were concerned there would 
be no reduction Possibly he is aware tlmt the FiUgUsh uew’spapers have 
been all along agitating and ui fact praying for scaling down these balances. 
It is verv good to say that this question is bound to be considered—and even 
in the communique that was issued along with the Ordinance on the 24th 
December 1945 it has been stated. 

“The financial agreement recently concluded lietween the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America provides for the multilateral convertihilitv of current sterling receipts withim 
a \ear, which iniolves the automatic dissolution of the Dollar Pool. It also contemplates 
that the United Kingdom will negotiate at an early date for a settlement of sterling balances 
on the basis that a portion of the balances will be released immediately in free currency and 
another portion funded over a period of years from 1951, the fnnding instalments being avail¬ 
able for current transactions in any currency area. Though the actual details of such releases 
can only be determined after negotiation, there is no reason to suppose that satisfactory agree- 
nicnts will not be secured by agreement ” 

It W’as all right on the 24th of December, 1945 But we want to know 
what has the Government done between that date and now. The whole atti¬ 
tude of this House and in fact of the whole country depends upon the satis¬ 
factory solution of this problem of sterling balances. It is not fw the first'. 
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the House to do two things 'First of all, it asks the House to support and 
welcome the Bretton Woods Agreements. Secondly, it asks us to support 
Government’s action m deciding, as they did decide, to adhere to the Agree* 
ment—India being an Original Member Now, Sir, I do not want to go mto 
details of the Agreement on this occasion because it is quite clear that that is 
a matter mto which the coming Committee will look very carefully But I 
want to make a few general observations arising mainly out of the amendments 
before the House We have heard a good deal in more than one speech—and 
it appears also in some of the amendments—namely, of the question of good 
faith The suggestion is that there has been a departure from good faith on 
the part either of the present Fmance Member or of his predecessor or, as 
the case may be, of both Now, Sir, this is a matter on which we are going 
to hear a good deal not only in India but in all countries of the world during 
these coming years Never was a greater need for goodwill and good faith 
than at the present time. The enemies of the people in every country and 
the enemies of freedom m every country seek to keep men of goodwill apart 
and they will seek by every means in their power to raise suspicion and doubt 
in matters of good faith Wherever policy reaches the "high point of decision 
and two rival groups are coming to an agreement for the first time, then you 
will get these charges of breach of faith and so on So, I would earnestly 
suggest that this House should try to consider this matter in as detached a 
manner as possible and seek to come to their decision on the basis that there 
is good faith in all quarters I myself am quite satisfied, having studied very 
carefully what the Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman, said, that his successor 
has not broken faith with this House The matter also has relevance to 
Bretton Woods itself. Anyone who has studied these plans carefully will, I 
am sure, be convinced that these proposals—^the so-called Bretton Woods pro¬ 
posals—have been reached, or formulated, by men of goodwill in all countries 
They have tried very hard to reach some kind of an agreement which would 
be fair to everybody. Their purpose is two-fold First of all, thev have 
tried to make proposals which will enable all countries of the world to tide 
over five or six very critical and difficult years Secondly, they have sought 
by their agreement to pave the way for an ultimate solution which will 
bring greater happiness and greater prosperity to all countries of the world 

Those who remember those fateful years, 1918 to 1923, will, T am sure, 
if they think of the matter carefully, agree that what was done at Bretton 
Woods is an attempt of the most determined and grave kind to get awnv from 
the conditions which led to such chaos and misery in the years 1918 to 1923 

The second point which has emerged from this debate and which is apparent 
also from the amendments before the House is, roiighlv. this Wp in India 
should be quite prepared to adhere to Bretton Woods if on’v wo could be 
sure that we are not being dragged along at the chariot-wheel of Great Britain. 
Now, Sir, T have no doubt at all that those who talk in those terms are 
thinking of the ratio—sterling-rupee parity But they have also suggested in 
this connection that their position is comparable to that of Russia Well, Sir. 
there^ is no connection whatsoever between India’s position todav and that of 
Russia. In the first place Russia is not very interested in foreign trade In 
the second place, she is ouite prepared to do what my Honourable friends on 
my right are not‘prepared to do, namelv, sell gold Russia has no idea, as 
mv Honourable friends of the Congress Partv have, that there is something 
sacred or that there is sanclitv about gold They know quite well that gold 
is a comrot^itv and at certain times, it may suit a country to sell gold in 
large quantities at other times, it may suit a country to buv gold in large 
nunntities There is nothing immutable about it What is good today may 
be bad tomorrow Russia knows that quite well She has enormous quan¬ 
tities of gold and she wishes to buv capital goods from other countries, and 
^e is prepared to pav for these capital goods in gold The argument of mv 
Honourable friends opposite therefore does not carry any weight. India, on 
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the other hand needs foreign trade. The Honourable Member, Prof. Banga, 
claimed that India desired to increase her foreign trade, especially m the Far 
East He also alleged that the whole plan pf Bretton Woods was a plot on 
the part of England and America to prevent India from expanding her foreign 
trade 1 suggest to hmi that this is exactly contrary to real facts. 

Prof. N. O-. Banga: Oh I Ohl 

Mr. T. Canyman-MOTtimer: What I oh I oh I; if India really wants to expand 
her foreign trade by sellmg her goods abroad, she must buy, she must be 
equally sure that she is not going to have hw plans upset by having her 
exchange upset first in this direction, and then in the other and so on. That 
entirely overlooks the facts of the position in which India is today. If she 
wants to expand her foreign^ trade, if she wants to have nothing to do with 
Bretton Woods, if she wants to have nothmg to do with the present ratio, 
that ratio la not going down, it ia going up; it is Is. 6d., it might go up to 
2ah. or even more—in the last war, it went up to 2ah. lOd., I suggest you 
would put it up by your proposals. I am at present suggesting that the 
present ratio of Is. Qd., for reasons so lucidly and brilliantly eiqilained by the 
Honourable Member Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad, is the right ratio, and therefore 
the arguments put forward by my Honourable friends opposite are quite 
wrong If ]ute is not exported, whether as a manufactured article or as a 
raw article, what is going to happen to those who grow jute and who can, 
from the nature of the case, grow nothing else I ask Honourable Members 
opposite to consider that The same applies to cotton, hides and so on. 

Sri M. AnantfiESEyaiuun Ayyangar: That is the old jargon 

Mr. T. Ohapmam-Marttmer: I am quifie ccmvinced for these reasons that it 
IS in our interest, speaking as representatives of India. . . . 

Sri M. Ananthaflayanam Ayyangar: You are a representative of India? 

Mr. T. Ohapmaa-Mortimer : In this House, I am a representative of India. 
It IS in the interest of this House, as a body, as a whole, to support these 
proposals There is no question whatever of our bemg tied to the United 
Kingdom If we decide later on, that we do not want to' have anything to 
do with Bretton Woods, very well, let us agree to throw the whole thmg 
overboard The Honourable the Finance Member has made it perfectly clear 
that be will, for his part, take action and India would then withdraw from the 
whole scheme I suggest that is not what we want I suggest that it is not 
what the Honourable Members opposite know to be in the real interest of the 
people 

Now, Sir, the third general observation is this. The question of sterling 
balances has been raised by more than one Honourable Member, and quite 
rightly. There is an intimate link between the questicm of sterling balances 
and the whole problem arising out of Bretton Woods. When I say there is 
an intimate link, please do not think that I mean that the two problems are 
not quite distinct and quite separate. The problem of sterling balances is just 
as distinct from the problem which we are now debating ns the United - 
Kingdom Agreement with USA. in regard to settlement of war debts is 
distinct from Bretton Woods All that Bretton Woods seeks to do is to put 
us all in a position of knowing the basis upon which in future we must build, 
the basis upon which we must make an agreement with the United Kingdom over 
this verv question of sterling balances. Further the question of sterling balances 
is really one of transfer, it is not an ordinary problem as between a debtor 
and a creditor. There are so many millions 'sterling owed to tndia T have 
never heard a single person in London—and I have talked to a lot of people, 
bankers and others since I was last here,—^I have never heard a single person 
suggest that this debt should be repudiated. 

Sri M. AnaBtitaaayanam Ayyangar: Do it, do not say so 

Mi^ T. Ohapman-Mortlmer: If you want England to pav her debt, the 
correct way for you is to allow her to do so in the only own way she can. 
There is no doubt whatever that given the circumstances and the opportunity, 

* B 2 ‘ 
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examined and how they were examined. We are not in a position to say exactly 
whether the export capacity of India was fully examined and m what light,— 
export of raw materials or of finished goods,—and in that way what our position 
would be in regard to exchange. As Sir Zia Uddin pointed out, how really it 
will function as a clcanng-house, is a matter of great importance. Supposmg 
India exported to certam countries from whom nothmg can come by way of 
imports and the trade balance is against that member country, then according 
to this Agreement tlie member’s fund will be made available, but to what extent 
it does not say very clearly Again, another thing which is most important in 
this connection is that India is in a position to export certain raw materials which 
she can do without looking into her trade balance being compensated by her im¬ 
ports For instance, in jute she holds the world’s monopoly of export of jute 
and jute fabncs, and in that way it is not necessary that she should be compell¬ 
ed to make up her trade balances by imports from other countries for the export 
of jute that she makes to those countries The question is not very clearly 
solved as to what would be India’s position if she stands as an exporting country 
for jute and does not want to import anything as she might have developed her 
own industries to an extent that she may require no consumers goods from other 
countries I will illustrate my point by saying that India is in a position in 
which by developing her own industries she can be an exporter of finished goods 
as well Whether that would be a position m which the quota funds will be able 
to transfer credits to the member Governments to keep her channels of credits 
Ilow into this oountrj' to make up the trade balance or it will he restricted to a 
certain percentage which is to be got through the funds at disposal This is to 
be examined thoroughly to see whether it will be in our interests or not to be a 
party to this organisation 

Now, I w'lll just refer to a point raised by my Honourable friend, Mr Chap- 
man-Mortimer, who spoke just before me, m connection with the export of jute, 
jute fabrics, hides and other things He asked what shall wo do 
* with these things if we were not to export them to other countries 

I do not want to go into details of the question of export of those particular 
commodities, but I may say that other countries of the world are more anxious 
to import jute and jute fabrics from us than we are prepared to export to them 
We can make good use of our own raw materials; we can utilize them for our 
own purpose, and we also know that other countries cannot find out a substi¬ 
tute as cheap and good as the jute fabric, and they will have to starve, and 
stop many of their trading channels because of this The position with regard 
to hides is this. The exporters of the East India tanned kips, who are in the 
position of suppliers of the most important and cheap commodity for United 
Kingdom find themselves in a very peculiar position, because consumers and 
businessmen in America and England have on the one hand restneted the 
values of these kips by putting a ceiling price, and on the other hand they are 
forcing East-India Kips exporters to sell to United Kingdom only as by creating 
a bonus system the whole kips trade from India has been reduced to a sort of 
gambling The U K Board do not tell you exactly what the bonus would be; 
they only say that if certain quantities of hides are made available to the United 
Kingdom during a stipulated period, they would declare some bonus which may 
be contribution from the Boai^ of l^ades. Our East-Indian kips which we used 
to send to tho United Kingdom are more valuable today and can fetch a higher 
price in this country than the United Kingdom can pay, but all sorts of baits are 
being thrown to see that we export them Position about goat skins is also 
similar. United States of America have lately found out different methods of 
restricting the trade profits of this country through established combines and 
trusts ^e U. K G C , for instance, is one of them in regard to which hun¬ 
dreds of questions have been put in this House but no satisfactory reply has ever 
been received from this Government These trusts and combines are more or 
less semi-Govemment otganisations of those countries The United States of 
America, ttiich is in great need of Indian goat Ains as they caimot get goat skin 
from Persia^ Mombasa, or China—the countries which produce Mna of g^ 
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quality—is trying to coerce us to accept a price which they would dictate to us. 
They can afford to do this because of the unfortunate position in which we are 
placed, namely, war rupee is linked to 18 pence whereas dollar is free exchange. 
By putting the dollar at a higher value, U S A is robbing this country at a 
price lower than the pre-war level This is the position which probably my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Chapman-Mortimer, who is a businessman, will appre¬ 
ciate better than anybody else, as "Exchange” jugglery and intricacies cannot 
« be imagined by all others. 

What we feel is this In connection with this Bretton Woods Conference, 
India will be a member, and there is an Agreement,—that is all right—^but shall 
we have an effective voice? As was once said, treaties are a scrap of paper and 
it binds those to whose<iinterest it may be Unless there is a sanction behind 
treaty, we cannot maintain it The question is, even if the Agreement is good 
enough, and we enter into it m good faith, shall we be able to make use of it to 
oui advantage? That is the position which we have got to examine whether 
\\e h.t\e a sanction for that, whether we have our own mdependent fiscal policy 
in this country, whether our economic structure can be planned by ourselves and 
to our advantage, and whether under the Agreement any benefit will accrue to 
this country although it is just a chariot wheel of H. Mi 6 of England. 
Tlu'se are the points which have to be examined in great detail What I would 
like to impress upon the House is that with regard to this Agreement there is no 
question of condemning one or the other, but we have to find out whether we 
can 1 rally make use of those clauses which appear to be for the good of this 
country, and whether for realizing the benefits under those clauses we will have 
the support of other Member country of the Organization, or whether it will be 
only a question of dictation by the United States of America and the United 
Kingiloni nho are. in the position of managing directors or chiefs who will use this 
.\grornient to their own advantage Probably other members will not have as 
effective n voice ns the U S .V will have, and next to that comes the United 
Kingdom, who are the founders and builders of this clearing house 

I would rather not make any detailed comments m regard to our sterling 
balance^ except to say that I would be happy to see if people in England do 
appreciate what Mr Chapmnn-Mortimer has said, namely, that they have no 
desire to go back upon their promises and that thev have eveiy sincere wish to‘ 
repay the debt to us and soon The question is how it can be done’ Eor that 
England wants us to give them the necessary facilities, and if we do so, probably 
thev would be prepared to repay the debt earlier The question is that we 
have already given United Kingdom the facilities at a time when they were 
struggling between life and death To ask us again for favours in the repay¬ 
ment of debt is something which I cannot understand Does not my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr Ghapman-Mortimer, and His Majesty’s Government in 
England, realize that we, nt our own cost, exported distress stock of grain and 
otlier goods on their account nt a time when we ourselves needed them most? 
It would be too much to expect further favours from us We would request 
them, if for nothing else at least for their sense of gratitude and obligation to 
us, they should repay the debt as soon as they can, and m the way in which we 
desire them to repay the same It is our choice to tell the debtors country 
exactly how the payments should be made If we want that the payment 
should be made by exporting high-class machinery for developing our own indus¬ 
try in this countiy, they should carefully consider the proposition instead of 
feeling that we are tiying to coerce them which we should rfot do at this time. 
My Honourable friend, Mr Chapman-Mortimer, said that the value of British 
assets m this country, even if they were seized in exchange for sterling assets, 
would not come to 1800 millions sterling I will not deal with that question I 
am not in a position to know what is the value of British assets in this country, 
but in any case it would be more feasible for us to have repayment of our debt 
by importing capital machinery goods. Personally, I think it will be far better 
to^ import high class machinery for the development of our own industry than 
seize the British assets here. 

With these few remarks I resume my seat 
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ICr. E. 0. Neogy (Daucu Division Non-Hituhaninindan Rural) While I 
am very glad to find inv Honourable friend, IVfr Chapinan-Mortiiner back in 
this Hoiiise, Jilthough as a iioinin.ited member this time, 1 must express my 
disappointineiit tli.it he did not stand up foi the nghts of the previous House 
of which he and I were members My Honourable friend thinks that there h.is 
been no breach of unv undcit.ikiiig cithei on the part of the present Fmance 
Member or of his predeeessoi M\ giiov.mee is that m\ Honouiable friend, 
the Finance Member, took a very narrow vieu of the undertaking that uas 
given b\ his predece'^sor It is true th.it Sii Jeremy Ruisman gave the 
undertaking to give this House .i chance of considering these proposals after 
the attitude of the T S A and the I’nitod Kingdom hud been known definitelv 
or, in other words, after tho<5p two gieal laiweis had agreed to abide bv the 
decisions .irii^ed at .it th.it confeionce at Bretton Woods 

Sir, I should like to remind the House of the pioceduic that was followed 
ill the consideration of this question, foi inst.ince, in Great Britain In May, 
1943 on the eve of the Bretton Woods Conference, the two Houses of Paili.i- 
ment were not ineieK consulted b\ His Majest\‘s Governnient as reg.irds the 
undeihing principles of this scheme which h.id already been prepared bv certain 
expelts of the different eouiitiies of the world, but actually a resolution was 
passed bv the Houses of Parlument to the effect that “the prmciples provide 
a suitable foundation”—refeinng to a statement of those principles c'icul.itcd 
as a command p.iper—that they ‘provide a suitable foundation tm fiulhei 
internatjoual consultation with a view to improved inonetniv co-opei.ition after 
the war” This resolution w.is .idopted bv both the Houses .ind it was as a 
soit of .in .‘lutboiisation to tin Biuish delegation to Hietton Woods to consider 
the scheme m all its del.nls 

Sir, we find that in India similmlv in Afav 1043 the Goveinment consulted, 
not tins House but a bodv of their own oicafidn, .1 (’omnnttee called the Gener.il 
Policy Committee of the Rcconstiiution (‘ommitteo of Council Tlicv placed 
a similar paper before that Committee and had .1 geneiiil discussion of the 
principles emhodied in that paper Sir, T ask m\ Honour.ible fiiend, Afr 
Chapman-Mortiniei, w'bcther he would not have liked a similar procedure to 
what was follow'cd in England to have been follow ml in India as well * Then, 
Sir, when the Bretton Woods Confeience had npoited, W'hcn wp h.id the r fin.il 
Act befoie us. what did the Govoniment of India do' In spite of the oft ox 
pressed desire bv individual members of the pievious House that thev should 
very much like to have an oppoitunitv of eoiisidering this verv important scheme, 
the Governnient postponed the proposal from day to dav, hut thc\ had the 
courtesy of placing the proposals again before that Policy Committee in October 
1944 Now, Sir, in Eebmaiy, 194.5, when n question was asked in this House, 
the Honourable the Einnnce Alomber said that it was no use discussing these 
questions before 

(Being 1-1.5 p.m. the Honourable Member was .about to resume his seat) 

Mr. President: The Honoui-able Member mnv finish his sentence 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: before England and America had decided to join th’s 

scheme and he said “I am going to give this House an opportunity of dis¬ 
cussing the measure after the adherence of the two great countries is made 
knowTi ’’ That is' more or less the substance of the undertaking 


AIOTTON FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Failure to carry out Assubaece re Rail Road Co-ordination Scheme 

Mt. President: The* House mav now adjourn till after lunch I may remind 
Honourable Members that there is on adjournment motion today which will' 
come on for discussion at 4 p.m. as usual. 
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Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi Central) Mav I say a word about the adjournment 
motion? Unfoitunntclv the Honourable Member m wlio<<e name it stands is 
absent at present Hut, if tlic Goveininent arc prepared now to give us a 
guarantee that they sot aside u dav for n discussion of the matter, or if they 
are prepared to appoint a ('ominittce to go into the whole affair, we inav re¬ 
consider our position That is a suggestion for the Government and they can 
let us Know when the House reassembles 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil (Hornbav Central Division yon-Muhammadan Hiiral) 

As usual the Treusury Denches are emptv ! 

Mir. President: The Honouinble the Finaiico Member will convey it to hs 
(‘ol leagues » 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howland^ (Finanee Membei) I uni not quite 
clear what Afr Asaf All wishes to be convex ed 

Mr. M. Asaf All: If tin* Government are prepared to go into the whole 
question of rail-road eo-ordination then it is possible for us to reconsider our 
])osilioii If they do not, thtii ihe adjournment motion w'lll be mox'ed 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: l will lonvey Hint 
Mr. President: So just (‘n<|iiirc bi foic we le .>bseml)i(‘ at J-3U p.m. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 

'Pile Asseinblv ie-iiJ"8einbltd after Luneb at Half Post Two of the ('loi*k, Mr 
Piesulciit (The Hoiiouiable Mr G V Maxtilankni) in the (.’hair 

Mr. President: Hefore the Honourable ^lembei levumes his speech let us 
have the position t lein about the adjouininent motion 1 do not know whether 
the Honourable Sn Aiclnbald Howlands cominiinicated the proposals made to 
the Hoiiouiahle Hallway Member 

The HemouraUe Sir Archibald Rowlands: CeitainU, about a minute ago 
Mr. President: Wliat is the position > 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bentha'l (Member foi Hallways and War 
Transpoit) So far as the Government is eoneemed, the position is this that 
we aie veiy willing to have this question discussed in committee as we know 
th.it it IS .1 very suitable matter to discuss in lonmuttce I understand that it 
is the details of (Joverniiicnt’s action in fulfilling the polii y yyhich is in question 
hut yye have not been able to agree in the yei.y short time at mv disposal siiiee 
the Hniioiii.ible Member made the suggestion exactly hoyy that Committee 
should be set up M\ difficulty is this The Standing Finance Committee for 
Raihv.iys is also seized of this subject, because it has been discussing the que*-- 
tion of Ihe grants for 1940-47 and I under8t.m'l that it is unable to come to 
decisions on eeitam aspects of the question, ainhoyv until the debate takes 
place this afternoon They yyish to hear what happens m the course of the 
deh.ite here before making up their minds on the recommendations that they 
will make to the Government Naturally, Sir, it seems to me that the proper 
body to consider these questions yyoiild be the Stonding Finance Committee for 
Hallways I am prepared to consider another bodv but the point is that yve 
yyill then have two committees of the House examining the same question and 
it IS quite possible thev mav arrive nt tw’o different conclusions yyhich would 
^eate difficulties I would bo glad to come to an arrangement with mi 
Honourable friends opposite but that is rav difficnltv 

Mr. President: The present position is that we are going to take up the 
ndjoumment motion at 4 o’clock this afternoon, unless parties come to some 
agreement bv the time this debate ends Tn the meanwhile, parties may carry 
on their negotiations, and nt the end of this particular motion. T mnv be in¬ 
formed ns^ to whether any agreement hjas been arrived nt Tn the absence of 
any such information, I take it that, at 4 o’clock we proceed with the adiourn- 
ment motion. 
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MY. M. Asal All: May I intervene for a moment? As a matter of fact we 
wanted to save another hour for this debate If the motion for adjournrnent is 
to be taken at 4 o’clock it means that we lose one hour as far as this debate 
IS concerned Therefore unless njjreement is reached before half past three, 
the adjournment motion will have to be taken up 1 therefore suggest that if 
the Honourable the Lender of the House can be spared for a few minutes I 
would ask the Honourable Members who are interested in the subject to have 
a consultation with him and thev can come to some sort of agreement and then 
if ive save an hour we can carry on the debate nght up to 5 o’clock 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyaagar (hfadras ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Miihammadon llural) I was a member of the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee for Hallways and this subject came up 

Mr. Fresideiit: We are taking up the time that is at the disposal of *'he 
House 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Su, the addition of some more meinbcis 
on the Standing Finance Committee for Railways 

Mr. President: Older, older The matter is finished The Honoiiiable 
member, Mr Neogy. 


MOTION BE RllETTON WOODS CONFERENCE AGREEMENTS—conW 

Mr. K 0. Neogy (Dacca Division. Nou-Muhammadaii Rural; X'lic Honour¬ 
able the Fmauce Member put forward the claim that the spiiit oi the pledge 
which was given by his pr^ecessor, had been observed What he meant was 
that certain commercial bodies in this country had been consulted as regards 
the merits of the Bretton Woods Scheme. Sir, the pioof of this latest inter 
national puddmg is to be m the amount of human happmess, in the ultimate 
analysis, that is promoted by the operation of the scheme That, at least, I 
take it, is the claim of the authors of this scheme Sir, it is not the happmesa 
of the commercial community that le involved m this question If my Huiiou'*- 
able friend thinks that he has done his duty by consulting the commercial bodies 
while Ignoring the elected representatives of the country, he is, 1 am afraid, 
awfully mistaken about the position that the Ijegislature occupies with refcienci 
to a question of this character Sir, I should like to know from my ITonoiirable 
friend whether he made any representations either to Ills Majesty’s (lovernment 
or to any authority in connection with the Bretton Wood'< sclierne, to the effect 
that the Legislature was not in being, at least the Central Assembly was not iii 
bemg, and therefore it wuold be difficult for Government to make up their mind 
one wav or another on the merits of the scheme, particularly m view of the 
understanding which the Government had given to the predecessor of this House 
Such a representation would be the least that the Government should have made 
to the proper quarters 

Sir, in this connection I am reminded of a complaint which no less a person 
than Mr Churchill made, while speaking on the Bretton Woods motion in the 
House of Commons on the 13th December, 1945 He said that he wanted about 
two months time and he pointed out that there was no special sanctity attached 
to the 31st December and that if proper representations had been made an exten¬ 
sion of time could easily have been granted by the proper authorities I am 
merely giving the substance of the complaint that he made May I borrow some 
of the words used by Mr Churchill on that occasion and say, “Why should we 
not have said, these matters must be laid before the legislature and the legisla¬ 
ture will require a considerable time in which to consider them m the light of 
maturing public opinion’’ Mr Churchill thought that in view of the importance 
of the subject, m view of the great mterest which the United States of America 
was taking in this question, there would be no difiiculty in securing an extension 
of time, whether that needed an amendment of the Final Act itself or not. Sir, 
my Honourable friend has assumed that the 31st December is so sacrosanct in 
character that he could not afford even to make a representation of this character. 
This attitude, I take it> was particularly induced by the fact that there is an 
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one-man legislature functioning, not far from here, where my Honourable 
f friend was sure that he could get the necessary legislative measure passed He 
had no use for this House It is that assurance that led the Government to 
ignore the Legislature. What would have happened supposing we had not 
signified our adherence to the scheme by the Slst December? My Honourable 
friend has drawn the attention of the House to the small blue pamphlet which 
he has circulated entitled “India and the Bretton Woods Agreement”, wherein, 
after summarising the principal provisions of the agreement, are enumerated 
the benefits of membership Tf, for instance, Britain had decided against join¬ 
ing this new organisation, we would perhaps have had a similar pamphlet The 
same cover would perhaps have served the purpose of that pamphlet. Only 
after summarising all Aie provisions, we would have been told what are the 
benefits of keeping out of this organisation My honourable friend’s department 
contains very competent officers who can be depended upon to argue^ the case 
either way. 

Reference was made by my honourable friend to my left to a report which 
was actually made to the Government by no less a person than their Economic 
Adviser, Sir Theodore Gregory, wherein in one place at least he seems to have 
maintained that it would have been to the advantage of India to keep aloof 
from these international organisations seeking to regulate international fiscal 
policy This is what Sir Theodore Gregory said in para 23 of that memorandum 
of 1944 

"If the rest of the world were pledged to fix exchange rates whilst India were not, there 
would ho some obvious advantages to be attached to a purely autonomous currency " 

We now know that most of the countries of the world, with the only excep¬ 
tion of Russia among the great nations, have already adhered to this; therefore, 
I take it that this condition is fulfilled Assuming India keeps out of the 
scheme, or signifies her withdrawal, or «siipposing the Government had decided 
not to participate at that particular hour when the decision was taken, what 
would be the position’ There would be some obvious advantages, according to 
Sir Theodore Gregory, to be attached to a purely autonomous currency Apart 
from that, my honourable friend was apprehensive that if we were to make up 
our mind at a later stage to join the scheme, the conditions might not have been 
equally advantageous There, again, I am afraid iny honourable friend is un¬ 
necessarily frightened by a bogey For one thing, we know how very anxious 
Britain herself is to see all the various units of the Empire to adhere to this 
scheme in her own interests I will give a quotation from the speech of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on this particular point, which he made in the 
House of Commons on the 12th December. 1945 The point raised was as 
regards the facilities which Britain might have, or might not have, in varying 
the rate of the dollar exchange after she adhered to such a scheme In replying 
to this point, he said—(I am quoting the exact words)— 

“Let it never bo forKotten that when we speak of getting the consent of the fund’’— 
{hfrnv^e the ronfent of the. fund uovld be required to a vartation in the rate of the exchange 
bei/ond a particular figure) —"we ana going to be there We are not nobodies in this woild. 
The United Kingdom will he represented in all these discussions so will the dominions; the 
Empire will be there in full force, and according to the quotas which determine the voting 
powei the total voting power of the British Commonwealth in the fund is almost equal to 
the \oting power of the United States They are over 27 per cent and we have I think, 
Jietween us over 25 per cent of which the United Kingdom has over 13 per cent" ’ 

It does not seem as if Britain is very indifferent to qr joining the fund. 
After all India has the largest voting power in the Empire, next only to that 
•of Great Britain It would therefore not he a matter of indifference to Great 
Britain, and if we were to vary this language, we could have said it would be to 
the interest of the whole Empire to see that the terms on which India would 
have to be admitted to the Fund at a later date would not be in any way dis¬ 
advantageous to her. Now, supposing we were to hold out for a little while, it 
would have given us a very favourable bargaining counter. We could have 
^egotiated with Great Britain on the greater assurance of getting our just dues 
iKMn her in regard to the sterling balances, and in regard to the convertibility of • 
sterling into dollar. We have thrown away a very g^ chance in that matter. 
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E talked about the position of Britain in this matter What about the United ' 
States of America 9 Ap.irt from her sentimental attachment to the scheme of 
which she is the principal sponsor, she is looking forward to a greater and 
greater \olunie of trarle and commerce wnth the rest of the world, and she among 
other nations is casting longing glances at our raw materials When we find 
expressions legarding accessibility to the law materials of the w'orld on equal 
terms .is one of the olijectives of the Atlantic Charter, we know what they have 
in MOW IS the aitides that »e normally export to the other countries How 
could they do without raw materials? Therefore, even the influence of the 
United States would be t.isl in our favour, had we decided to hold out for a 
little while, while cairying on negotiations in regard to all the various details 

AIv honourable fiiend has roterred to the tiude agreement in this connection,— 
this yellow pa])ei entitled “Proposals for expansion of world trade and employ¬ 
ment” My honourable fiicnd, it I c.iught him aright, thought, that such a 
trade agreement must follow the Bretton Woods Agreement In the Houses 
of Parliament, the three jiroposals were linked up together in the resolution that 
was passed—first, the Bretton Worlds Agreement, second, the Anglo-American 
Loan Agreement, and tliird, these very propos.sls to which my honourable 
friend h.is verv iightlv refeired to as being almost a necessary corollary to the 
Bretton Woods Agreement So f.sr as this paper i<- eoncerned, it mav he said that 
after .ill tliev are mere pioposnls, and they have not yet been adopted But yet 
from the very fact that this forms part of the resolution which has been adopted 
by the British Parliament, and also the fact that the Honourable Member took 
care to circulate this paper to us in connection with this debate, and also 
because of his owm admission that trade agreements of this churncter must 
necessarily follow an agreement on the lines of the Bretton Woods Agreement, 
how can w'e ignore the possibility of at least the major features of these pro¬ 
posals being adopted at the conference, the international conference that is going 
to meet next summer in Amenca? 

Ill this connection, T .sm reminded of the observations made by the London 
“Economist’' There the editor says 

“It may be baicl that many of thu consequences depend upon the form in which the 
piiiKiples of commeicial polity, now nierely pioposals, enicigc as a binding concentioii from 
next snmmei’s international conference Formally, as Ministcis have explained, Giwat 
lliitain IS not bound bt any of these pioposals, but it would be vciy innocent to be misled 
bv those assnianc'es ” 

Then the paper goes on to express its fear that Britain is likely to be committed 
to most of those piinciples whether the proposals arc adopted formally or not 
Now, 111 this connection I am reminded of a discussion that took place about a 
year ago in the previous Legislative Assembly, relating to certain features of 
the Atlanlio Ch.irter dealing with the economic set up of the post-war world. 
The House will remember that India is not a party to the Lend-Lease Agree¬ 
ment India has never formally executed any lend-lease agreement In defence 
of this action, my honourable friend’s predecessor, Sir Jeremy Baisman, argued 
like this The reason why we chose not to formally agree to the lend-lease 
agreement is that there are certain phrases there which are virtual echoes from 
the clauses of the Atlantic Charter to which I have referred, certain phrases 
there which might jn course of time be taken to limit India’s liberty of action m 
the matter of her own economic policy I shall give an extract from Sir Jeremy 
Bnisman’s statement on this subject This is what he said on the 26th March, 
1945- 

‘My Honourable friend, Mr Neogy, bae pointed ont that altbongh Great Britain signed 
that agreement, they did not consider themselves as being aatomaticany preclnded from, say, 
the continuance of imperial preferential tariffs thereby.” 

There is a subsidiary agreement by way of an exchange of letters, I under¬ 
stand, between Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt in which an assurance was 
obtained that the Atlantic^Charter and the lend-lease agreement did not preclude 
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England from the jjnvilege of continuing imperial preference Sir Jeremy 
Baisman continues : 

“That iR true They have made it clear that that ir their view of the matter But 
the Government of India found it difficult to obtain Bufficient categorical indication of wna. 
the position -would be " 

I t alffl it that the position would be with reference to India’s future fiscal 
policy, that if India were to agree to those clauses it presupposed the levelling 
down af tariffs and also the discriminatory tariffs and the coming into existence 
of a sort of free trade in place of protection Sir Jeremy continues 

“Theiefoie they decided that it waa better, ainco they did not think it absolutely essen¬ 
tial to execute a foimal agieement in order to secure what eatli side desired m the matter 
of leciprocai aid, thm came to the not unnatural conclusion that it was better to keep 
clear of any phraseology whfch might aftciwards be thrown up against India in connection 
with post-war fiscal policies Aftei all, India has always put forward the argument 

in regard to infant industries and the peculiar position of backward countries It might 
well be that a foimula which might be haimless to other countries would have been 
embarrassing, if it had been subscribed to by the Government of India ” 

Now let US turn to the principal features of these trade proposals I turn 
to page 7 The Heading is “Purposes ’* What are the purposes of this pro¬ 
posed International trade agreement^ Now, purposes 3 and 4 ore directly rele¬ 
vant to the point that I am making (3) runs as follows The purpose of the 
organisation should be “to facilitate access of all members on equal terms to 
the trade and raw materials of the world which ore needed for their economic 
prosperity” (4) “In general to promote national and international action for 
the expansion of the production, exchange and consumption of goods, for the 
reduction of tariffs and other trade barriers and so on ” Do I take it that the 
precinition which the Government of India took, under the guidance of Sir 
Jeremy Baisman, has been given the go-by by my Honourable friend, the present 
Fmnncc Member in regard to this matter What, in his opinion, should be 
India's attitude towards these “purposes”? That is a point on which I should 
like to hear him categorically. 

I should like now to come to the question of the sterling bal.Tnce8 The 
connection between the sterling balances and the Bretton Woods Agreement 
has been admitted practically on all sides of the House, and I therefore make 
no apology to return to this subject It has already been said that am attempt 
was made to link up the question of our sterling balances with the very scheme 
adopted at Bretton W'oods Conference and the attempt made by our delegation 
failed in that behalf The clause m the Anglo-American Loan Agreement which 
18 relevant to the subject is No 10 which requires (a) balances to be released 
at once and convertible to any currency for current transactions; (b) balances 
to be similarly released by instalments over a period of years beginning in 1955; 
and (c) balances to be adjusted as a contribution to the settlement of war and 
post-war indebtedness and so on This clause has already been quoted by pre¬ 
vious speakers In the Press communique, the Christmas communique, which 
explained Government’s action in regard to the Bretton Woods Agreement, the 
last paragraph summarises these clauses. That paragraph has also been read 
out to the House by my honourable friend, Mr Gadgil It ig very striking that 
whereas the substance of (a) and (b) have been given there, (c) does not find 
any mention in the communique. I should like to know from my Honourable 
friend the Fmotice Member as to whether this represents a decision which the 
Government India have taken to exclude clause (c), so far as India is con¬ 
cerned. • 

The HonouraUe Sir Archibald Bowlaada (Finance Member) No 
Hr. K. 0 Neogy: Then do I take it that it was a clever ruse on the part of 
the scribe who is responsible for the composition of this communique to keep 
■out of the public view the most important gub-claruse of this clause in the Anglo- 
Amenoan Loan Agreement? Why was it that clause (c) does not find any 
mention? Does this represent the evidence of good faith on the part of the 
Government of Lidia? I thought I would be able to congratulate the Honour¬ 
able Member for having taken a decision already in this very crucial matter- 
1 was theref(»re very much djsappointed to find my honourable friend getting 
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up and saying that the press communique is misleading. That is virtually what 
his mterruption means 

I do not think I shall be justified m taking up any more of the time of the 
House. 1 want to emphasize once again a point that was made'by my honour¬ 
able friend to my left that the British assets in India, whatever they may be 
worth, should be liquidated in the first instance before we undertake any 
negotiation with Great Britain m regard to sterling balances, and that my 
honourable fnend should be in a position to assure the House that in the course 
of his recent visits to England he has satisfied himself that the balances to be 
released under clause (a) would be sufficient for all our immediate needs, and 
that the balances to be similarly released under clause fb) would similarly suffice 
to meet our future requirements On these two points, I think, the House is 
entitled to a categorical assurance from my honourable friend. 

As regards clause (c), I should like to refer to the statement made by l^e 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the House of Commons. He explains 
* clause number 10 of the Loan Agreement in the following words* 

“We propose to ask each of the Governments concerned to ducnaa and settle with ns on 
the broad basts, which will, of course, vary with the circumstances of each case, that part 
of the accumulated balances diall be set free' forthwith and the balance shall be 

adjusted, perhaps, in some cases, adjusted downwards “ 

I do not know whether there was any possibility of the adjustment taking 
place upwards in some other cases, but this is what the Chancelbr says, and I 
will repeat it. 

“The balance shall bo adjusted, perhaps, in some eases, adjusted downwards, as a contri¬ 
bution by the sterling area countries to a reasonable settlement of this war debt problem. 
It IS on those lines that we intend to proceed." 

Now, Sir, I should like to know whether my honourable friend is going to 
put forward a claim that the adj'ustment, so far as India is concerned, should 
be in the upward direction 

Sir Oowasjee Jehanglr (Nominated Non-Official)* Sir, I thmk the wmd has 
been taken out of the sails of Honourable Members of this House by the very 
reasonable agreement arrived at between the Treasury Benches and the Opposi¬ 
tion to have an ad hoc Committee to consider this most ii^ortant matter. 
Therefore, to go into the merits of the question jusJ now would, in my humble 
opinion, be fruitless, as I presume that the result of this agreement will be that 
the Committee’s report will be before this House and it will be followed by a 
full-dress debate But one cannot help saying at this stage that the questions 
of the availability of dollar exchange for this country and as to how our sterling 
debt problem is to be settled are the most important questions and I trust that 
when we debate this matter after the Committee’s report has been presented, 
light will be thrown on these two most important issues. 

Now, Sir, there is a very homely saying that one cannot keep his cake and 
eat it. At the some time, there are always exceptions to the rule amd I would 
respectfully urge that one of the excepidons to that rule is shown by the action 
of the Fmance Member in having accepted the Bretton Woods settlement with¬ 
out consulting the House in the first instance There are very few Legislatures, 

I should think, who are in this happy position If the Committee and the 
House finally agree to accept the Bretton Woods settlement and become a 
partner, well, if anv benefits are to accrue for havmg been an Original Member, 
those benefits will be gamed On. the other hand, if the House comes to the 
conclusion that we should not join, it can do so without any material loss to 
this country Therefore, I think I am justified in saying that this is one of the 
exceptions to the general rule, that we can not keep our cake and eat it at the 
same time If that is the position and if I am correct in my interpretation of 
that position, we are in a very happy position indeed. We shall have time to 
consider the report and I trust that the Committee will thrash out the matter 
in all its aspects and we shall, let us hope, come to the right conclusions when 
that discussion takes place If we are in that happy position and if we are 
placed in that happy position by any action that has been taken, I cannot see 
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any reason for censure. True it may be that an assurance was given that this 
House would be consulted before any final action was taken But, as has been 
explained m this House, this matter was placed before a Committee called the 
Policy Committee. I see there is some amount of prejudice against that Com¬ 
mittee. 1 do not see why There were many emment and independent Indians 
wiio were members of that Committee and they freely expressed their opmion. 
And I do not think I am betrarymg any secrets when I say that the Committee 
came to the conclusion, the only conclusion that anybody could come to, that 
this country could not commit itself until they ^ew the position the United 
States and Oreat Britain, for, if those two countnes did not come in, this scheme 
could never come into force at all. What was the use of trying to commit our 
country when it was not <^rtain whether the scheme could ever come into 
force? Therefore, it was not possible to come to a decision or to consider the 
miTtter fairly until it was known what was the decision of the United States 
and the United Kingdom It was (xily known late in December and therefore 
it appears very difficult for the Assembly to have been consulted. As to 
whether attempts were made to get time to consider this matter, after the 
United Kingdom made up their mind, is soinethmg on which perhaps the 
Honourable the Finance Member will explaih himself I am not m a position 
to say anything just now But if any advantages were to acerue by a decision 
before the 31st December, those advantages have been obtained without any 
detriment to the interests of this country and without i nf r in gin g the power of 
this House to give a final verdict in this matter. 

Mr. Atadur Rahm a n Slddlql (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr President, Sir, I wish the House had not gone into the details of the 
Bretton Woods Agreement. We should have accepted the challenge of the 
Honourabte the Finance Member to give weleome to the two aspects of his 
resolution Instead of putting forward these amendments and amendments 
to amendments which you allowed, I wish we had without any hesitation of 
arricTe pen«de in our mind thrown out the resolution ns proposed by the Honour- 
able the Finance Member 

Proposing of a Committee, Sir, leads me to the view that the proposers feel 
that there is something in this Bretton Woods show, in this Intemationai Fund 
and in this international arrangement which our masters in company with their 
colleagues have decided to inflict on us Sir, I had the privilege to be present 
at the consultation held when the confidential letter of the Honourable the 
Finance Member came to Calcutta. Every one talked of sterling balances as 
if they were a legacy left to the millionaries and multi-millionaries of India 
without paying the slightest attention to the man in the street, to the average 
Indian citizen who had denied himself many things and created these sterlmg 
balances. Sir, what will happen to the sterling balances is not the point which 
I am making this afternoon. I am sorry nobody m the House has yet told us 
whv all these ecstacies about joining this wonderful organisation as an original 
or as a non-original member, particularly when our position at the Bretton 
Woods Conference was considered as yery humiliating for this country. Sir, t 
cannot ^ouchsnfe for the authenticitv of the information given to me in New 
York and in Washington by men placed in very high positions that India a cre¬ 
ditor to the creditor nation of the world, in spite of its drowning in the Fjmpire 
Dollar Pool was not given a seat on the permanent Council because Lord 
Keynes told Mr. Morgenthau that if you insist on India coming on the Council, 
these Indians will insist on prioritv being given to sterling debts I shall not 
be able to say, no to them and therefore your debts will occupy a secondary 
position until I have paid India. Therefore the argument was supplied to Mr. 
Mnrgonthaii bv the representatives of Great Britain that if vou say that we 
cannot give two votes to the British Empire, we can easily brush aside India. 
The same mentailitv. Sir, was observed in. the Aviation Conference at Chicago. 
India had to beg for a seat, and Cuba and Norway agreed to withdraw in order 
to pve a seat t^ndia. 

San Franeisoo, Sir, is known to every body and now, we are going to an 
organisation from where we were literally kicked out because Russia has very 
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graciously agreed to get out, not to give us a seat, but because Bussia has de- 
•cided not to join Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member gave us many 
reasons why joining the organisation would lead to a sort of exaltation of this 
country in the eyes of the nations of the world It is rather u late idea, espe¬ 
cially m the minds of representatives of the Government of India Sir, I am 
not anxious to hold the present Finance Member responsible for the manner in 
which we have been treated Perhaps Ins predecessor left instructions for him, 
but I do hold that the dates, 6th, l3th and so on could have been previously 
arranged to bring us down to our knees and to tell us that if you do not sign the 
papers through that very interesting signing agency, Sir Girja Shaiiker Bajpai, 
i^e man who signed the Indo-Burmese Agreement,^ and if he does not go and 
sign them in the State Department, India will cease to be India I am satis¬ 
fied in my own mind that if we had kept out the heavens would not have fallen 
on us. Sir whether it is America, or whether it is Great Britain,—^this country 
with its 400 million people, w'lth its raw materials and the gigantic market it 
is,—America and Great Britain and all the nations of the world would come 
and lick our shoes and seek markets here With that strong position I do not 
see why we should hanker after a seat in this wounderful world organisation 
which IS not going to do any good to the world 

Sir, there was once the Dawes plan, there was once an International Bank, 
and there were many other schemes after the last war I am satisfied that 
this w’ounderful Bank and Fund will go the way the other International Bank 
and the Dawes Plan went We were told about a British country gentleman 
with a bnar pipe in his mouth, Mr Baldwin, now Earl Baldwin had to settle 
the Anglo-American debt. Was it paid? There were other settlements about 
debts Did France, did Germany, did any of the countries pay their debts? 
We need not worry about the sterling debts One day we shall be asked to 
make a generous gesture for the sake of the suffering world, for the sake of the 
high honour we attained as members of the mighty British Empire and so on 
and so forth I hope my Indian colleagues in this House will not recommend 
a committee to consider whether we should forgive the debt to Great Britain. 
My position today is, give me back my money, every pie of it and then I shall 
consider the proposition whether T should join the Fund. Sir, money draws 
money, soniotimcs for the advantage of man, and sometimes to his disadvan¬ 
tage If this 1,200 million sterling debt goes the other way, it might draw 
with it all the contributions we may be called upon to make I would there¬ 
fore request the House through you. Sir, whether it is possible for these gentle¬ 
men who have proposed the amendments for a committee to withdraw them 
and to give a direct answer to the welcomes wanted from us m a manner which 
will serve our country best 

Sir, I have spent many vears in the public life of our country and I knov 
that whenever you want to shelve something you have just to propose a com¬ 
mittee and the thing is finished for ever. We have not yet decided by what 
date the report will be made, we have not yet decided about the formation of 
the committee,—^whether there will be three Congressmen and two Muslim 
Leaguers and five Government and non-Govemment members, and so on, 
Why bother about all this? Let us once and for all say that we are not satis¬ 
fied I know. Sir, that under our extinordinary laws decisions of this House 
may be thwarted, any opinion given by us could be thrown away by the won¬ 
derful methods'in which we are ruled today Let them do it. I consider my- 
eelf as in that good old Urdu adage, **Mochika moehi” Whether I decide‘One 
way or the other I do not possess the power to see that my decisions ahall go 
through they will -decide ns and when and in what manner tliev like it Sir, 
you will find a trace of pessimism in the way I am placing my case before 
you. I am afraid that the older I grow the more pessimistic I become, for th^ 
simple reason that these debates and these legalisms which we throw from 
one side of the Chamber to the other lead us nowhere If London decides that 
India shall be in this organisation we shall be there and friends will be found 
to recommend the formation of committees. If London decides that TtuliA 
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shall not be allowed to do this that or the other, I am satisfied In my own 
mind that we shall not be able to do anything, ^ke a very ordinazy case. I 
want to purchase something in America and they do not grant me omwertibi* 
lity of the rupee into dollar, I must go through London, purchase sterling our- 
reiicy and then have it converted into the American currency. Is that the 
way in which this great country is going to be treated Whether we are free, 
vvhether we are able to control our owm destinies, my own point of view is that 
' if we are going to dodge the Resolution as proposed by the Honourable the 
Finance Member by proposing a committee, whether for bargaining purposes 
or for gaining time or for trying to control the policies of that cnrganisalaoD, we 
shall be playing into the hands of people m London and their agents here. Let 
us say therefore that we do not want to join the organisation and if they push 
us into it the responsibility ^s theirs To accept responsibility by going into 
a committee and then to gat up again in this House and shout as we have 
shouted now for two days that we do not accept responsibility is not the right 
way to deal with the question Let us throw the whole responsibility on 
eminent which today is not ours and let us in or ow'n way, if possible, do the 
best we can for our country, foi our industries and for our people. 

Shri Sarat Ohandra Bose (t'alcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban); Mr. 
President, I desire at this stage to say a few words on the subject before the 
Hous(', namely, the Resolution moved by the Honourable the Finance Member, 
the amendment nin\ed bv mv Honourable and learned friend, Mr. Manu 
Subed.u, as further arneiuled by in\ Honourable friends, Prof. Banga and Sri 
Ananthiisa>unam Ayyangar, and to sum up the debate on behalf of the Opposi¬ 
tion Sir, T h.ive listcmed most closely and carefully to the speech that the 
Honourable the Finance Member made yesterday, and at the end of his speech 
T began to wonder whether be was at all minded to treat this House with the 
consideration and the courtesy it deserved He moved the Resolution, he spoke 
on It, but be did not s.iv one word on the most relevant issues that arose out of 
it, lunnelv, release from the Dollar Pool and payment of our sterling balances. 
Tt was not long ago that he considered those two matters to be extremely im* 
portant It w as on the 6tli December 1946 that, writing to the Chairman of the 
Federation of Indian (Minmbers of Commerce and Industry, he said: 

"My own personal ^lew la atrons;)v that it wotld be in India’s intereata to become ea 
original membor ’’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Sir, on a point of order, the 

Honourable Member is reading from a confidential letter 

Mr. President: What is this letter? 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose: I have in my hands copy of a letter addressed by 
the Honourable the Finance Member to the Chairman of the Federation <rf 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: Will the Honourable Member read 
the first sentence of that letter*’ I have no objection to the letter being read, 
but I am merely taking a point w hether it is in order to quote from a confidential 
letter. 

Mr. President: I behevo the Honourable Member, Mr Siddiqui, who spoke 
last referred to that letter and gave out its contents, though he did not read 
the letter itself 

The StoaouTable Sir Archibald Rowlands: I do not know whether he referred 
to it or not I am raising a point of order and asking whether it is in order for 
an Honourablf:* Member of this Housie to quote from a letter written by a 
Member of Government and marked ‘‘Pnvate and Confidential”. 

Btwaa Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan)*^ Sir, on a point of 
order, can my Honourable friend quote any rule or standing order regarding 
quotation from a eonfidentinl letter’ If ray Honourable friend'has written to 
an (organisation and asked that organisation to consult its members, where does 
the question of confidential nature arise? 
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Mr. Fresident: Whatever it may be, the correspondence is between two 
parties and one Honourable Member has already disclosed that letter. I do 
not think the point of order arises 

Shrl Swat Ohandra Bose: I can well understand, Sir, that it will be most 
disconcerting to the Honourable the Finance Member if I were to quote portions 
of his letter. 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlanda: No, Sir, he can go on 

Shrl Sarat Chandra Bose: On the 6th December 1945, this is what he said 
m his letter to the Cli.urman of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Industiy 

"My own perfional view la Btron^lv that it would be in India'e intercsta to bocoiwa an 
original nieinbor, but th.it befoie aiiiiottnring hci adhereiiee wc ahould obtain aeauranrea from 
Hia MajV’aty’a Goienimcnt th.it wc ahull lie relcaacd from the Dollar Pool and that an adequate 
proportion of our aterling baldncea ahould he conicitcd into free exchange, inriiiding dollara ” 

That was the attitude of the Honourable the Finance Member on the 6th of 
December 1945 That i\as exactly the attitude of bis predecessor in office. Sir 
Jeremy Raisman May I ask, Sir, what baa happened between the 6th of 
December 1945 and tod.iy’ Why this mysterious and enigmatic silence about 
release from the Dollar Pool and about the repayment of India’s sterling 
balances? Questions which were considered relevant in 1944, questions which 
were considered relevant m 194.5 are completely ignored by the Honourable the 
Finance Member today 

Sir, T shall take the House back to the year 1944. if I may, for a moment 
Sir Jeremy Raisman, ns Honourable Members are aware, was a member of the 
Indian Delegation and mniiediately on his arrival at New York it was decided by 
the whole of the Indian Delegation that Sir .Jeremy Raisman and Sir riimtaman 
Deshnuikh should go to Atlant’c Cit\ with \iew’ to ensuring that the questions 
m which India was paitieul.irly interested, specially the sterling balances, were 
'ncluded in the Draft Agend.i of the Conference—T mean the Brett on Wood.^ 
Conference Now, let us examine wrhat happened after tli.it Time after time 
icmbers of the Indian Delegation attempted to raise the subject of release from 
the Dollar Pool and repayment of India's sterling balances Time after time 
that attempt was frustrated I wish to draw the attention of the House to 
certain, facts and certain events wdneh happened in the year 1944 The Indian 
Delegation proposed the addition of a new purpose in the statement of purposes 
of the International Monetary Fund, namely, "to promote and facilitate the 
settlement of abnoininl iiidebtediiess arising out of the war” The proposal 
came up for consideration in Committee No T, of the Conference and, in fact, 
it was Sir .Teremy Raisman himself who opened the discussion. Says the 
Report of the Indian Delegation 

“The importance attached to this quuation in India was ao great that it determined 
largely the public interest in, and attitude towards, the international monetary proposals 
India expected to embark, after the war, on a programme of considerable industrial develop¬ 
ment and looked to the availability of her large sterling balances for the import of capital 
equipment in the immediate post war years when the United Kingdom would be largely 
engaged m internal rehabilitation and reconstruction ” 

Sir^ the proposal of the Indian Delegation came up before Committee No I, 
and the Conference, hut of course, it failed to obtain support from other delegates 
^ particularly the delegates of the United Kingdom and of the United States of 
America Ml* A D Shroff, who was a member of the Indian Delegation, press¬ 
ed'-the ibatter hard He, as the Report says, proceeded to point out that 
"Public opinion and feeling on this question in India was unanimous and ex¬ 
tremely strong and unless some method were devised to facilitate the solution of 
what- was an extremely important matter for us. the ultimate attitude of India 
.towards the International Monetary Fund would be largely influenced by the 
•deaisipn of the Conference on this question" He added that we could not be 
asked .-to wait indefinitely till the United Kingdom had reached a stage when 
sterling would be freely convertible into other currencies He demanded that 
there should be conversion at least of a portion of our sterling balances ?nto other 
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foreign currencies Sir, I find from the Report of the Indian Delegation that the 
United Kingdom delegate remarked that “in the opinion of the Government of 
the United Kingdom, sterling obligations were to be respected ui accordance 
with—murk the words—m accordance with the long tradition of British interna¬ 
tional finance” Tradition of British international finance, forsooth 1 The 
tradition of British international finance vte-a-viH India is a tradition of love 
Jove of the tiger for the lamb, love of the vulture towards its prey I 

Now, Sir, proceeding further I have to remind the House that the Indian 
Delegation attempted to place before the appropriate Committee and the Con¬ 
ference a new revised amendment to the purpose of the Fund The amendment 
also met with the same fate us Sir Jeremy llaisman’s proposal to which I have 
already referred The amendment that was moved by a member of the Indian 
Delegation Wtis not even seconded by any of the delegates present at the 
Conference, and so it dropped In this connection. Sir, I shall make no apology 
for quoting a few words from the speech at tlie same Conference by Mr A. D 
Shroff, a gentleman, who, if ho eris at alb errs on the side of moderation. He 
said 

“I am \«ry aoiiy to Hay tlial the iiianmi in vihuh the proi»i3al of tht Indian Delegation 
was receiwil by thin C'umiuitleu and the >L‘iy Ltibii.il fatlnon in ahich it was dispow^ of 
haio L.iUried seiious disappointment to this sid, of ihe Cointnittee “ 

And he added further 


"What 1 ask for is a miiltilatcml settlemont ot a portion of oiir balantes If the Con¬ 
ference IS prepaied to ac-cept Uu ptintiple of our amendment, then I see no difficulty at 
all 111 evolving a concrete ioimula by which the two puiposes set out in our amendment 
can be met The purposes set out m our amendment are two To wcure multilateral con- 
leitibihtj for a reasonable poition of our balanccH, .ind, secondly, to devise a formula bo as 
not to place undue strain on the rcsouices of the Fund 

/inn*"*' Ji"*' 1 *'**'^*' to ignoie a country of the 

si/e of India with 400 million poj nlalion and with natural reaourres, though not fuUv 
dcvelopecl, yet not incompaiable to the nitiual resources of some of the bigrat powers on 
SlrcIlVlhjFund”' -ntiibution to the strcn'gSTeni^rg o”th: 

The Indian delegation placed India’s point of view with all the strength that 
Its members could command but it met witli the same fate as nil proposals made 
in thf- true interests of India, have met m the past, are meeting in the present 
and may meet for some time more m the future ^ present 

“‘f It was aaid, uid I find 

that quoted m the irord of the second incctinR of the Ooneral Policy Committoa 
which waa hold 111 Boii,b.ij on the 4tli and StU May 1944. that "m the 
of a aatiafootOTy aolution of this problem, the prospects ot India’s wiCmew 
^ this sclieme would be considerably prejudiced” But, of comse 
the delegates of the United Kingdom and the delegates of the United States 
of America were adamant and the result was that the Indian delegation had to 
return to India without any of their demands being accepted by the Conference. 

I ask again, why this mysterious and enigmatic silence on the part of the 
hiiianco Member on the question of the release from the dollar pool^a^ renav 
ment of our sterling balances? If His Majesty’s Government and their 
aiid mpresentotives m this House say that it is not poTs^L for Ss 
Goveriimeiit to repay even a portion of our sterhng balances if fhnw 

fMSht/.rouiMeri 

be‘*in iii^Hn "nevertheless the settlement of these debte musb 

a famP f subtle judgment a matter between those directly concerned”-- 

a famihar likeness to what was said in the past on other subjects affecti^India 
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When India's position was discussed at the Peace Conference after the first 
World War, it "was said'that it was a matter between Bngluiid and India and the 
World Peace Conference had nothing whatever to do with it Similarly today it 
IS said that, if it is a question of payment of our steilmg balances by England, 
•'well, that it is a matter between "those diiectly concerned—between EngLiiiJ 
Tmtift, —and the United Nations Monetary and Pinancial tJonferenee had 
nothmg whatever to do with it’ The last sentence of Lord Keynes is richer 
still. This IS what he said: 

••■When the end u reached and we can see our way into the daylight, wc shall take it up 
without any delay, to settle honouiably what was honouiilily and K^neroubly (riven” 

The fact is. Sir, that it was not given at all. It was seized by brute force. 


Frol. N. O. Baaga: Hear, hear 


Shxi Sarat Ohaadra Bose: And we on this side of the House have hardly any 
expectations that Gieut Britain, as fur as this matter is concerned, will ever 
be honest or generous 

FlOf. N. O-. Banga: They do not say that they are going to be generous 
They only talk of honour. 

Sliri Sarat diaadra Boaa: The truth of the matter is that the Churchillion 
policy still holds the ground, i.e , ‘We hold what we have”. 

Sir, the Gkivernmeiit of India tmdcrtook again and again nut to make any 
commitments until opportunity for discussion had been afforded to Uie Legis- 
latuie. 1 examined closely the speech ot the Jbionouruble tlie Fuiuaice Member 
and 1 attempted m vain to hnd any satisfactory answer to the question as to 
why the Legislature had not been consulted and why there'was this unseemly 
hurry to draw India into the folds of the United Nations Monetary Fund The 
Honourable the Finance Member said yesterday that theie was advantage m 
becoming an ongmal luemboi He did nut venture to dilate on those ad- 
vantages, but when he spoke of those advantages 1 recalled to uniid what was 
said Mter the first World War, n<unely, that there were great advantages m 
India becoming an original membei ot the Lo.i^uu ot Nations lndi.i knows now 
what advantages she has derived from becoming uu original Member of the 
League of Nations. She was a slave country then, she is a slave country still, 
though 1 am more than ever convinced she will not lomain a slave country for 
long. 

Several HonoHrabie Hembera: Hear, hear. 

Shzl Sarat Otiaiidra Bose: l say. Sir, after the greatest cousideraticxi 1 could 
bring to bear on this subject, that there w'cre no over>ridmg advantages at all 
in becoming an Original Member of this Monetary Fund What could be 
achieved by becoming an ongmal member could certainly bo achieved by be¬ 
coming a member subsequently after taking the vote of this Legislature, if this 
Legislature sanctioned it 

When 1 read the report of the Indian delegation and the connected papers 
that the Oovernment were pleased to circulate among the Members of the 
House, 1 felt that the attitude of the Government of India in this matter could 
be summed up m these words Large promises, smooth excuses, circumstantial, 
falsehoods, political chicanery and economic jugglery These have been and still 
are the weapons, offensive and defensive, of the Government of India It is true 
that those weapons have become somewhat blunt today; but I realise, and the 
country realises, that it still remains for us to break those weapons into pieces. 
And we shall do it 

I am well aware that it is necessary for all nations, including India, to bring 
about world peace and world Economic order. I recognise that they are big 
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queBtions: questions which have assumed even greater importance after the 
second World War But 1 shall say on behalf of the party which 1 have the 
honour to represent in this House and on behalf of the larger party outside 
this House which also 1 have the honour to represent, that India demands, 
and rightly demands, a seat of honour at the international table India 
refuses and will always refuse to be a beggar standmg and waiting for the 
crumbs that might fall from the international table. 

Frol. n. O-. Sanga: Hear, hear. 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose: She will not allow herself any more to be suffocated 
between predatoi^ British imperialism on the one hand and gigantic American 
commercial imperialism dii the other We shall take our stand on our honour 
and dignity. We shall not look to this side or that. Our course is clear; our 
road IS straight. 

Sir, 1 have done, but, before 1 conclude, I desire io make an appeal to this 
House to rise to its full stature, to condemn the action of the Government of 
India in committing this couiit^ as they have done, to support the amend¬ 
ments of my Honourable friends. Mr. Manu Subcdar, Prof lUmga and Mr. 
Anauthasayonam Ayyaiigar, to have the matter exammed in the Tight of the 
bupreiiie interests of Lidia and to give the right and correct lead to the country. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Failure to carry out Assurance re Rail-Road Coordination Scueme —contd 

Mr. President: Before we proceed I should like to have the position clear 
regarding the adjournment motion. How has it been decided? 

Mr. M. Asaf All: An agreement seems to have been reached between the 
Leader of the House and the Member in whose name the adjournmt^at motion 
stood and that agreement is again subject to further modification. Perhaps 
it has been agreed that the Leader of the House would not mmd if a Committee 
of the House is appointed—^perhaps an ad hoc committee—and the func¬ 
tions of this committee will be explained later on if necessity 
arises. But so far as the terms of reference of this committee are concerned, 
they are still subject to negotiation between the Leader of the House and the 
Leader of the Opposition and the I^eader or Deputy Leader or representative 
of the Muslim League party and I hope that the Leader of the House will make 
a statement on the subject and if I am wrong, he will correct me. 

The Hoaonrahla Sir Edward Benthall: I understand the position to be 
this If I agreed on behalf of Government to an ad hoc committee, to discuss 
the progress report on road-rail co-ordination, which I laid on the table on the 
first day of this Session, the Honourable the Mover of the adjournment motion 
will then agree not to move this adjournment motion. I was in favour, when 
1 spoke before, of the Standing Finance Committee for Railways ^th 

this matter but I now agree to a special ad hoc committee with reference to 
this matter. On this understanding I believe the Mover will not move his 
adjournment motion and I think the other Parties are idso in agreement 
with tJiis. 

As regards the composition of the Committee, we have not yet had time to 
settle that matter with the leaders and if the principle is agreed to, I trust that 
the leader, deputy leader or representatives of parties will be good enough to 
meet me in my room afterwards to settle the details of tiie composition of this 
committee. 

Mr. M. Aflal AU: Is it not a fact that it was agreed that the terms of 
mferenoe of this Committee would also be the su^cot of further adjustment? 
It is not merely a question of considering the progress report but perhaps we 
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can go u little furtlier and exainuie the policies behind it. However, that is a 
matter which can be nugotiuted between the Leader of the House and the others 
who ore interested in this question For the moment an ad hoc committee of 
the House hus been agreed to and os regards composition, etc. We will talk 
about these things in the lobby and come to some settlement If that is agreed 
to I do not tliiiik the Mover will care to move the adjournment motson. 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division. Non-Muhammadan Hural): 1 
had a talk with the lluiiouiable the J.<euder of the House. 

Mr. President: 1 want to make iny position clear as to how I aiQ interested 
111 this Unless some decision is come to within four nunutes from now, 1 
must proceed with the adjournment motion There are two courses open. One 
would be that the present debate may be carried over to tomorrow, if the 
adjourinnent motion is to be taken up now and the Finance Member should 
have the time that he wants for the purpose of replymg to all that has been said 
on ail sides of the House I am prepared to suspend the present busmess to 
take up the adjournment motion The other alternative, to my mind, would be 
to agiee to postpone the udjourmneiit motion till tomorrow. We may take it 
up tomorrow just us we decided to take it up today after ciHisultatiou. I should 
like to know from the Leader of the House whart he has to say. 1 am entirely 
in the hands of the House on that question. 

Shri Sarat Ohandia Bose (Calcutta. Noii-Muhammadeu Urban) Bur, I agree 
with the suggestion made by you that the adjournment motion may be ttrken 
up tomorrow aud today the Bretton Woods debate may conclude. 

pandit Ckivmd Malaviya (Allahabad aud Jhansi Divisions Non-Muhaonmedau 
liural) Sir, may 1 submit for your consideration os well as for the considera¬ 
tion of our leadei's that an cudjournnieiit motion on the Bombay firmg stands 
ii> my name which is a matter of great and urgent importance. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will help me, I hope, because time is 
luiming agamst. 

Shri Sri Frakasa (Benurcs and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
iiural) Put the hands of the clock bock, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: 1 am agreeable either to the adjourn¬ 
ment of the udjouined udjouriinient motirai till tomorrow or to the appointment 
of an ad hoc committee As regards the terms I think the terms to be discussed 
should be those contained in the adjournment motion. But if the Honourable 
Member opposite wishes to discuss a wider scope for this committee later, 1 
think it would be possible to consider that at the proposed meeting. 

Mr. PreBident: So the position, as I understand, is tins* that the adjourn¬ 
ment motion IS adjourned till tomorrow. That is the position today. In the 
meanwhile, negotiations may bo carried on. If the parties are able to agree, 
well and good If not, we take the adjournment motion tomorrow. 


MOTION BE BRETTON WOODS CONFERENCE AGREEMENTS—confd. 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Boudande: Sir, in view of the fact that Gov¬ 
ernment have accepted that a Committee should be set up to examme the 
subject matter of this debate and m view of the fact, as I judged &om the 
two amendments put down by both parties, that the committee is generally 
acceptable to the House, I do not propose today to deal in any detail with the 
many teebmeal points that have been raised in the oourse of this debate. The 
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debate has been extremely useful m having focussed the attention of the 
House on the points which womed some of the Members and those points, 
1 think, can better be dealt with, on the technical aspects anyhow, m the 
comnuttee which is proposed. 1 have no doubt that 1 may again be accused 
of brevity, as 1 was accused of brevity m my opening speech, and 1 have given 
the reasons why 1 decided to be bnef But I deny Prof Banga’s sott 
impeachment (if any impeachment of my fnend directed against the (lovemment 
can be regarded as soft). Anyhow, I deny the impeachment that I was revealing 
my Ignorance of the agreement, that I was trying to conceal some of the secrets 
from the House, which I did not want them to know Nevertheless, there 
are a number of matters with which, T think, it would be for the convenience 
of the House and for tl\p Committee that follows it, if I dealt I do not wish 
to take the point that has been raised by one Honourable Member, namely, 
^ whether the action of the Oovemment, being purely formal,—^was 
or was not a breach of the pledge given, by my predecessor I 
accept fully that it is a breach of the pledge given by inv predecessor Legahsti- 
colly, it mav bo argued from the wording that it really did not amount to a 
breach, hut I accept it was a breach, and T tried to evpiain in my opening 
speech whv the Government thought it necessary to prorced to adhere to 
Brotton Woods in disregard, if vou like, of the ])ledtro given by my pre¬ 
decessor. The point w’as very well explained by Sir Cowasjee Jehangir and 
I do not want to add to what he has said 

The next thing that was alleged was that the deeision of the Government 
was dictated by Whitehall There seems to be a popular idea m the minds of 
rny friends opposite that all that wo do in Delhi is to sit at the end of a tele¬ 
phone or telegraph wire or at the dak box, receiving our orders from Whitehall 
Nothing can bo further from the truth Whitehall did not dictate, m the 
slightest degree, the decision of this Government to adhere to Bretton Woods 
(An Honourable Member ‘'Too good to believe I”) Muv be, but so long as I 
am in my seat I am not taking orders from Whitehall or from anybody 
Perhaps I will be told next that mv Demonetisation Ordinance was dictated 
by Whitehall I 

It was alleged that one of the reasons for this dictation was because of th(* 
value of the export trade of Great Britain to India The boot however is on 
the other foot The proportion of exports to the United Kingdom in relation 
to the total export trade of India is well o\cr 33 per cent The total per- 
centtige of the United Kingdom exports to India is under 7 per cent So 
if there is any advantnre in the tiade argument, it is in favour of India and 
not of the United Kingdom 

I am afraid that some of my friends opposite have failed to see the wood 
for the trees and have brought in a number of questions that are not strictly 
relevant to the matter under discussion. I do accept, howevei, that the ques¬ 
tion of the sterling balances, as pointed out in the brilliant speech, if I mey 
sav so, of Dr Sir Zia Uddin, is a connected question There is a connectinii 
between them but they are really separate issues It was claimed that India 
should not hsve iidherpd to the Bratton Woods Aprepment, bpcnuse therebv 
it lo^f ajinrgaining counter I personally do not think that the fact that India 
has adhered to Bretton Woods will have the slightest effect on the course of 
those negotiations The use of a threat of that sort is not going to do anybody 
any good Anyhow, if it were the case that it was a good bargaining counter, 
the threat to withdraw which we are enabled to do bv giving immediate notice 
is an equally good bargaining counter. There is no particluar point in our 
giving a bargaining counter away m advance if it is really to be used in the 
negotiations on sterling balances. 

The next point is that withdrawal from the Bretton Woods now would 
constitute a blow to British prestige T think there is no validity in that argu- 
men! at all. If tiie prestige of the United Kingdom were to be affected in any 
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way. It would be to eiihauce it, because here would be an example to people 
who believe that this country is ruled from Whitehall, m that it has abstained 
trom overrulmg the verdict of the Legislature If there is any question of 
prestige mvolved, the result would be an enhanced prestige and not a diminished 
one. VVhen we go to these negotiations on sterling balances, India is perfectly 
free to take any line it hkes, including a demand for part of the balances to be 
liquidated through the compulsory acqmsition of British assets in India. There 
IS nothing at all to prevent them from raising that issue and having it fully 
discussed 

1 think it was iiiy friend Mr Gadgil who wanted to know what had happened 
about taking up this question of sterling balances, whether we hod done any¬ 
thing about it 1 do not deny that I have had at least some seuii-oilicial 
correspondence with Whitehall In niy judgment it is very much better to 
postpone discussmg this question of sterling balances until we see whetlier, as 
a result of the elections, another Government m succession to this will emerge 
That is the kind of govemmoiit which, I think, would be better equipped to 
hiuidle this question of sterling balances If, unhappily, that event is too long 
delayed, and 1 am called upon to take part m such negotiations, I give a pledge, 
and renew the pledge I have already given, that I am prepared to associate 
with the official delegation non-officials, mcliiding representatives acceptable to 
the parties in this House ^ 

Ihe next question that was raised was the question of the par of exchange. 
There was a suggestion by, I think, Prof Ifanga that there was a limitatioi 
on the cHjiaoity of India to exercise the right which it would have under this 
Agreement, to vary its par of exchange because it was linked to sterling. In 
point of fact, the Agreement implied a break of that link * it compels it in certain 
cases India is perfectly free not to change its par of exchange even if the 
United Kingdom were to find it necessary to vary its par of exchange at its 
own instance, up to 10 per cent, and with the consent of the Fund 10 per cent 
or even more India would be free to change her par of exchange without it 
having any effect on the par of exchange of sterling In point of fact, if India 
remains a member of the Bretton Woods Agreement, an amendment to the 
Keserve Bank Act well bo undertaken bv Government, breaking away from the 
exchange of about 1» M So. so far from imposing any limitation on India’s 
monetary sovereignty, it removes such limitations as may be set upon it at the 
present time 

The next thing said was that this involves a return to the gold standard, 
which has proved so ruinous iii the inter-war period It is true that gold is 
going to take a part in the operations of the Fund and Bank, but it is going 
to take a relatively minor part Anyhow, it is not taking any such part as 
would represent a return to the gold standard. Ilie features of the old gold 
standard were, first, its fixity and, later, its automatic operation In the 
arrangements proposed, while stability and order are introduced into inter¬ 
national exchange, there are provisions for varying the exchange, provisions for 
varving the gold value of all the currencies participating In any case, those 
features cannot be regarded as the old gold standard; and I do not wish that 
my word only be taken aa authority for it, there is the authority of Dr Dalton, 
that distinguished economist,—^whose ippinihn Iwas shared by two previous 
Chancellors of the-Exchequer, in spite of the attempts of Mr Boothby in the 
House of Commons to dispute it, which attempts failed utterly Even Mr. 
Boothby had to admit the claims of Dr Dalton. 

Mr Neogv in his usually convincing speech wanted to know what the position 
of India was in relation to the trade discussions to which India has been invited 
in the summer of this year India is as free to take whatever line she likes in 
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relation to these trade negotiations as she is free to take whatever line she bkes 
in relation to the sterling balances She can use her own judgment, she can 
refuse to reduce her tariff walls to a pomt where her own nascent industries 
would be threatened After all, America herself built up her prosperity by high 
tariff walls, and 1 see no difficulty in persuading America that, in the peculiar 
position ill which India finds herself, a similar procedure will have to be followed 
by her After all, it will only be following America’s own example. I think 
all we are aiming at is that there should bo no discriminatory tariff position, 
and not that there should be no tariff walls. 

I tliink that covers mpst of the points that I wanted to make, except that 
I think it IS only fair to deal with the point raised by the Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion in his speech just before he sat down He wanted to know what had 
happened between the date I wrote a personal confidential letter to the throe 
trad‘d associations and the date on w'faich we adhered to Bretton Woods I 
circulated the papers regarding the United States and the United Kingdom 
Loan Agreement If he had read that, ho would have noticed that in paragraph 
7 the United Kingdom undertook to make arrangements which involve the 
breaking up of tho ]3ollar Pool and «!Ocondly it undertook to enter into negotia¬ 
tions with India and other sterling debtor countries with a view to converting 
a percentage of the accumulated sterling balances into freely convertibility 
currencies 

Tliat bungs mu back to a jioint raised by Mr. K C. Neogy as to whether 
we arc going to make a claim under (a) and (b) of 10(i) of this Agreement It 
IS my intention to base our muumum claim on the best estimate of what India 
needs in the first five years, and, in the meanwhile, investigations and inquiries 
are being pursued vigorously to that end and the results will be available to 
mystlf, if I have to lead tho delegation, or to my successor if, as I think, he 
will be called upon to undertake it Sir, I think that is all I have to say 

Mr. President: We ho^’o before us the motion of the Honourable Member 
and two principal amendments There are three amendments to one amend¬ 
ment and one amendment to another amendment. I will first dispose of the 
amendments to amendments. 

First, I put to the House amendment No. 6 in the name of Mr. Ayyangar. 

Mr. Manu Subedai: I accept it- 

Mr. President: It has to be put to the House. 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gkirakhpur Divisions. Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) What w'ould be tho result^ Suppose we pass this amendment It is 
really p.irt of another amendment If we reject that amendment, what will bo 
the position? I think tho main amendment must be taken first. If we accei't 
that, then this can be added on to that later. 

Mr. President: The position is not as the Honourable Member suggests. 
This IS an amendment to an amendment If the House accepts any of these 
two amendments, then I shall have to put to the House the amended amend¬ 
ment If the House rejects that, then the original amendment will be put. 

The question is: 

"That at the end of the amendment moved by Prof. N. G Banga the following words 
be added, namely ■ 

‘and pending consideration by thia Auembly of snch Report no further action be taken 
by this Ghivemment m respect of the said Fund or Bank'.'* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. President: 1 now put to the House Prof. N. G. Bangs ’s amende^ 
ame:)dment: The question is: 

“That for the second paragraph of the amendment moved by Mr. Mann Subedor the 
foUovring words be substituted, namely: 

‘That m order to determine what steps should now be taken, a Committee of this 
House consistmg of 9 members be elected to go into this question and report at an early 
date to this House, 

‘and pending consideration by this Assembly of such Report no farther action be taken 
by this Government m respect of the said Fund or Bank’ ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: 1 now put to the House the am/inded amendment 

The amendment of Mr. Manu Subedar, as now amended, will read as 
follows • 

“That for the original Motion the following be substituted ■ r 

‘That, this House condemns the action taken by the Government of India and the steps 
taken by them to signify the assent of India to join as member of the International Mone- 
taiy Fund and International Bank as set out in the Final Act of the Bretton Woods Gon> 
ference, m disregard of the assurances given to this House and to the public of India, that 
such action will not be taken till full information was given to the country at large and 
till the assent of this Assembly was secured; 

That m order to determine what steps should now be taken, a committee of this House 
consisting of 9 members be elected to go into this question and report at an early date to 
this House, 

and pending consideration by this Assembly of such Report no further action be taken 
by this Government m respect of the said Fund or Bank’ ’* 

I forgot to mention to the House Amendment No 2 by Mr. Tyson which 
does not survive Therefore I do not put it to the House. 

1 propose to have the vote of the House on this in three parts. The first 
part is the first paragraph of the amendment of Mr. Manu Subedar. 

The question is that the first paragraph of this amended amendment be 
adopted. 

The Assembly divided: 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Wednesday, 80ih January, 1946 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House^ at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the 
Chair. 

ELECTION OP MEMBERS TO STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that the following non-official 
members have been elected to serve on the Standing Finance Committee for 
remainder of the financiaj year 1945-46 and for the financial year 1946-47 (1) 

Lt -Col Dr J C Chatterjee, (2) Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad, (3) Sjt. N V. 
Gadgil, (4) Mr B P Jhunjhunwala, (5) Diwan Chaman Lall, (6) Mr P B. 
Gole, (7) Sn T V Satakopachari, (8) Haja Bahadur of Khallikote, (9) Mr. 
Muhammad Ismail Khan, (10) Mr Manu Siibedar, (11) Mr Geoffrey W Tyson, 
(12) Mr Leslie Gwilt, (13) Mr Abdur Bahman Siddiqi, and (14) Haji Abdus 
Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL FOB 
RAILWAYS 

Mr. President: I have also to inform the Assembly that the following non¬ 
official members have been elected to serve on tho Central Advisory Council for 
Railways for the unexpired portion of the current financial year, 1945-46 and for 
the year commencing 1st April, 1946 (1) Shnmati Ammu Swaminadhan, (2) 
Mr S Guruswami, (3) Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah, (4) Shn Sn Prakasa, (5) 
Mr. H G Stokes, and (6) Sri Jagannathdas 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO GOVERNING BODY OF INDIAN RE¬ 
SEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION 

Mr. President: I have to further inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on 
Tuesday, the 29th January, 1946, the time fixed ioe receiving nomii ations for 
election of members to sit on the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund 
Association two nominations were received As the number of nommations is 
equal to the number of vacancies, I declare Sir Hassan Suhrawardy and Shn 
Sri Prakasa to be duly elected. 

DECLARATIONS OF EXEMPTION UNDER REGISTRATION OF 
FOREIGNERS ACT 

Tile Honourable Sir John Thome (Home Member): Sir, I lay on the table 
a copy each of the following Declarations of Exemption issued under the Regis¬ 
tration of Foreigners Act, 1939; 

(i) No l/10/45-Poll(E), dated the 20th March 1945, 

(ii) No l/13/45-Poll(E), dated the 20th March 1945, 

(iii) No l/18/4d-Poll(E), dated the 26th April 1945, 

(iv) No l/18/45-Poll(E). dated the 30th May 1945, 

(v) No D 41/45-Poll(E), dated the 23rd October 1945, and 

(vi) No. D. 167/46-Poll(E), dated the 8th November 1945 

No 1/18/46-Poll (B) 

HOME DEPARTMENT 
Simla, the 2Dth March, 1945 
Declaration of ExempHtm 

In exercue of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Reaistrstion of Foreifrners Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1936), the Central Oovemment is pleased to declare that the provisions of the 
Registration of Foreimrs Bales, 1639, except mle 8 and soch of the provisions of roles 4, 
14, 16 and 16 as opfAy to, or in relation to, panseogers and vwitora who are not Foreigners, 

• • ' > . > ■ ( 239 ) A 
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shall' not apply to, or m relation to Mr Claude Marcus Cannon, U S citizen, for so long 
as he IS employed as Assistant Business Manager, United States Foreign Economio 
Administration m India 

A W LOVATT, 

Under Stey to the Oovt. of India. 


No 1/18/45-Poll (E) 

oovernhent or jndia 
HOME DEPARTMENT 
Simla, the 20th March, 1845 
Declaration of Exemption 

In c>’ctrciBe of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Ulgistuition of ForeigncTS Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government u pleased to declare that the provisions of the 
Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939. except iiile 8 and siicii nl the provisions of rules 4, 
14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and Msitois who are not Foreigners, 
shall not apply to, or in relation to Miss Janet D Corwin, a U S national, for so long as 
she IS emplnyed with the Regional Director foi the Far East, the Rockefeller Foundation 
Delhi 

A W LOVATT, 

Under Secy to the Govt, of India 


No 1/18/45-Poil (E) 

GOVrANHCMr OF INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 
Simla, the 26tA April, 1945 
Declaration of Exemption 

In cMieise of the powers conferred hy section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1938), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the provisions of the 
Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939. except lule 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 
14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, passengeia and visitors who are not Foreigners, 
shall not apply to, or in relation to— 

(i) Rev Father Michael D Lyons, an employee of the USA Foieign Economic 
Administration 

tii) Mr Ernest Llewellyn Curry, Port Engmeer, United States War Shipping Administra¬ 
tion. 

(ill) Mr Jasper R Marlowe, United States Foreign Economic Administration, China 
Mission, New Delhi 

for so long as they remain in their present posts 

A W LOVATT, 

Under Stcy to the Govt, of India 


No 1/18/45-Poll (E) 

OOVliRNMaNT OF INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 
Simla, the 30th May, 1945 
Dectaration of Exemption 

Tn exercise of the powers conferred bv section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that tiie provisions of the 
Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939. except mie 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 
14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not Foreigners, 
shall not apply to, or in relation to— 

(i) Mr James K Bnnker Pori Operations Assidtaiii, Calcutta, an employee of the 
United States War Shippyig Administration, 

(ii) Mr Horatio B Hawkins, United States Foreign Economic Administration, New Delhi, 

( 111 ) Mr John Martin Cates Rwsrnltment and Manning Representative of United States 
War Shipping Admmistration in Bombay, 
for BO long as they remain in their present posts. 


A. W. LOVATT, 

ErnJer Segp. to Me Oetvi, of Mia. 
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GOVCBHKXNT OV INDIA 

HOMX: DEPARTMENT 


New Deiht, the 2Sird October, 1945 
Declaration of Exemption 

In exerciae of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Qovemment is pleased to declare that the provisions of the 
Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except inle 8 and such of the provisions of rules 4, 
14 15 and 16 as appfy to, or in relation to, passengers and visitors who are not Foreigners, 
shall not apply to or in relation to, Mr Morion R Creasy, United Slates citizen, for so 
long as he remains in India in connection with the work of advising the Government of 
India on the development of Chemical Industries 

AW LOVATT, 

• Under Secy to the €fov€. of India 


No D-167/45-Poll (E ) (US) 

OOVFRNMFNT of INDIA 

HOME DEPARTMENT 
New Delhi, the 8tA Notembtr, 1945 
Deelaratian of Exemption 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners Act, 
1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is )iledsed to declare that the provisions of the 
Regmtiation of FuicignBrs Rules, 1939, except rule B and such of the provisions of rules 4, 
14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in rdatmn to p.i<iacniiers and visitors who are not Foreigners, 
^h.ill not apply to or in relation to Mr. 0. V. Coee, who is in India in connection with 
the work of advising the Government of India on the post-war development of the machinery 
and engineering industries 

A W LOVATT, 

Under Secy to the Govt, of India 


IvrOTIONS FOH ADJOT^ENMENT 


Fmm KK TO <’\uin orr \ssrR\\rF re Eml tto\D (’o ordination Schbmb —contd 


Mr. Fresidfliit: Mav T know how the position btunda with regard to the 
.i(l)oiirninent motion’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Arcniber for Enilways and War Trans¬ 
port) Sir, I held n meeting with the representatives of Parties this morning and 
on tho understanding tliat the adjournment motion will be withdrawn, we agreed 
to tile appointment of a Committee Whether I should move for the appoint¬ 
ment of a Committee today or whether it should bo on the next day for official 
business is a matter for yon. Sir, to decide 

Shri Mohan Lai Sakaena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Bural) 
Are you permitting the motion to be moved today, Sir? If so, I have to make a 
statement 

Mr. President: Is the motion ready? 

The Eononrable Sir Edward Banthall: With your permission, I move it 
straightaway. 

Mr. Preildent: Tea. 

The Honourable sir Edward BenthaU: Provided the Honourable Member 
withdraws his adjournment motion. 

Shri Mohan Lai Sakeena: On the understanding that this motion is moved, 
I Will withdraw the adjournment motion. 


Election of Members to Committee re Road-Bail Co-ordination Scheme 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, I move: 

_thw Honm do proceed to elect, in euch manner aa tho Honourable the President 

ina> direct, seven Members to serve on a Committee to examine the proffresa made in carrying 
the pnnoiplea of road rail co-ordination acheme approved by tbialSonae on 12th April, 
1945, ao^ to wport io the Boom within fourteen dayaT'^ 

A3 
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Kr. President: Motion moved: 

“That thiB House do proceed to elect, m such mumer as the Honourable the Preudeai 
may direct, seven Members to serve on a Committee to examine the progrm made in canyum 
out the piinciples of road-rail oo-ordmation scheme approved by tnu House on 12th Apnl, 
1945, and to report to ^e House within fourteen days." 

Shri Moban Lai Sakaena: Before you put the Motion finally to the House, 1 
wish to say a few words 

Mr. President: On the adjournment motion? 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: The motion is now before the House and I am 
entitled to sny u few words on it 

Mr. President: Js it necessary at nll^ , 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Onssa. Muham¬ 
madan) It is an agreed motion 

Mr. President: I am (nitting it to the Honourable Member, that if the 
motion IS an agreed motion, is it necessary for him to say anything? 

Shri Mtdian Lai Saksena: I wanted a certain clause to be put there. This 
clause was 

“that in the meantime the Government of India should not co-operate m the promotion or 
execution of provincial road rail transport Bchemes *' 

But the Honourable Member did not accept it, and I agreed to the motion aa 
it is worded on the understanding that mstructions will be issued by the Honour¬ 
able Member for Railways and War Transport accordingly Accordingly we 
did not insist on its mclusion in the motion. I only wanted this point to be 
made clear 

Mr. President: If the Honourable the Leader of the House has given any 
such assurance as is alleged, he may state it on the floor of the House 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: The agreed motion, as Honourable 
Members present will corroborate! was in the terms which I have read out Tn 
the course of discussion, I said that the Central Government will make ne 
financial commitments in the meanwhile That follows. 

Mr. President: Is that all right? 

Shri Mohan Lai Sakaena: Yes, Sir 

Mr. President: I put the motion to the House The question is* 

“That this House do proceed to elect, m such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct, seven Members to serve on a Committee to examine the promss made in carrying 
out the principles of road-rail co-ordination scheme approved by tnu House on 12th April,. 
1945, and to report to the House withm fourteen days “ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Pretident: The Honourable Member, Shri Mohan Lai Saksena, will 
withdraw his adjournment motion formally. 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksona: I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division* Muhammadan Rural): As ik 
was not moved, there is no necessity to ask leave of the House. He can with¬ 
draw himself 

Mr. President: The motion was admitted There was some kind of imder- 
standing about it. It had better be on record that the Honourable Member doea 
not wish to move it 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Yesi Sir, I do not wish to move the adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. President: This means that we have to consider the other motions for 
adjournment before us 

Point of Order re Admtasibthty of Adjournment Motion of Aheentee Member 
Mr. President: The first motion on today^s list stands in the name of 
Bar^ar Mangal Singh who wishes to discuss. 
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An HonooraUe Member: He is not in his place. 

Some Honourable Members: That does not matter 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiinl Huque ^Commerce Member): Sir. on a 
point of order An adjournment motion is only the privilege of the individual 
Member and the House if he gives notice of a motion If he is not present in 
his place no one else can move it I do not see how you ran admit a motion 
when the Member himself is not present in the House. 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor; 
Noil Muhammadan llur.il) Sir, may I reply to this pomt of order? The point 
IS that I may give notice of a motion of adjournment just before 11 o’clock ir 
the manner prescribed by the rules Then the motion is read in the House and 
the Government Member is asked whether there is any obj'ection; he may say 
that it IS not definite or urgenti and so on Then once you decide to admit it 
you ask the House whether there are 25 Members to support it You do not 
ask anything of the Honourable Member who sends notice of the motion The 
question comes m at 4 o’clock if the motion is admitted, and if the Mover is 
not present in the House at that time, no one else can take it up Therefore 
the point of order does not arise now 

Mr. Freaidexit: 1 do not projiose to decide the point just now, but at present 
—during what I may call the interim period—-I shall follow the procedure that 
was adopted by the Chairman m respect of these motions I believe some such 
point was taken up on the first day, when the Chairman said that when the 
time for moving the motion comes, we shall sec whether the Member is present 
or not So, without prejudice to any formal ruling which may be given on this 
point later on by the Chair, I think we may follow the procedure adopted so far 
in regard to these motions. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, I think the procedure followed 
by the Chairman was contrary to the previous procedure 

Sir Moha mm ad Tamin Khan: Sir, I should like to point out that the pro* 
cedure as regards questions is that the question is put down on the agenda. 
The President calls out the name of the Member and if he is not present no 
reply is given I think the same procedure should be followed here also 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Ailiul Huque That is still more important in 
the case of an adjournment motion which is not in the nature of normal pro¬ 
ceedings of the House but a step to obstruct., the proceedings of the House. 

I do not mind what ^our decision is with regard to Besolutions or Bills; but in 
this case the normal proceedings of the House are obstructed with a view to 
bringing in a matter which the House decides and you also decide as being very 
urgent It is well known that even in the case of an ordinary motion if the 
Honourable Member is not present he forfeits the right of moving it and Idle 
next motion is taken up. In the case of balloted Besolutions, for instance 
that is the procedure 

Sir Oowaijae Jehangir (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, the circumstances are 
just now exceptional. This is a new session and a large number of adjourn¬ 
ment motions were handed in long before the Session began It was therefore 
difficult for an Honourable Member who gave notice of a particular motion of 
adjournment to know when his adjournment motion will be read out by the 
Chair In ordinary circumstances notice of such motions are given a little before 

II o’clock The Member knows that on that particular day and at a particular 
hour his adjournment motion will come forward, but in the present circum¬ 
stances it IS not possible for him to know when his motion will be coming up 
If there are 20 adjournment motions on the paper, the Chair may rule out half 
a dozen or a dozen and the next one may suddenly come up How is the 
Honourable Member to know which one will come up? 

Mr. F. J. GrifflibB (Assam European) Sir, I submit that under the Stand¬ 
ing Orders 21 and 22 there ia no discretion in this matter. No 21 lays down 
that leave has to be asked for before the commencement of the bdsmess of the 
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day, and 22 makes it c: ar who is to nsk for the leave, namely, the Member who 
has gi\en notice No one else can ask for leave If leave is not asked for the 
motion cannot he admitted 1 submit with gient respect that there is no dis 
cretion at all in this matter The Member must be in his place or the motion 
falls to the ground 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi Gi'iiernl) Sir, T should like to invite your attention 
to Hulc 51 on page 20 of the Manual which reads as follows 

“If the President is of opinion that the matter promned to be discussed is in oidei, he 
shall read the statement to the Assembly, and ask whether the Member has the leave of the 
Assembly to move the adjournment If objection is taken, the President shall lequest those 
Membois who arc in favour of leave bcin^ giantcd to use m their places, and if not less 
than twenty-five Members rise aecoidingly, the Piesulent shall intimate that lea\e is granted 
and that the motion will be taken at 4 p m , or, if the President with the consent of the 
Member of the Government concerned so directs, at any earlier hour at which the hnbines<< 
of the day may terminate If less than twrnt\ five Meinbeis use, tlic Piesulcnt shall infoim 
the Member that he has not the lea\e of the Assembly '* 

As far as this rule goes, Iheie is no question of the Member being present m 
his place at the tune the President admits the motion The time for the 
Member to rise mil he at 4 o’eloA or earlier if the TToiise so agrees, .md if the 
Member does not happen to he in his seat at that lime he cannot move it. 
Therefore T do not see anv diffienltv .ihout it All that is required to he done at 
this stage is that vou, Sir, mil lead the adjournment motion, and if iin^ objection 
18 taken you will ask those who are in favour of leave being granted to use in 
their places, and if 25 Members or more stand up the motion wull he adinittod 
for discussion at the proper time If the Member is not present when he is 
called upon to move the motion it naturally falls to thi' ground 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, f respectfully suggest that in 
view of the discussion that has taken place it may be more con\enient to you 
to consider the matter carefully and give vour ruling on another occasion, and 
m the meantime this particular motion niav be held over 

Shri Sri Frakasa (Benares and Gornkhpur Divisions Non-Muhaniiuadau 
Rural) Sir, for the last ton years during which I have been a Member of this 
House, the procedure has been this The President did not very often even 
call upon the-Member who had given notice of an adjournment motion to stand 
up in his place If the motion was in order he simply asked the Government 
if they had any objection If objection was taken, he would ask those in favour 
of leave being granted to stand up, to sec whether 25 Members supported it. 
The Mover of the motion does not come into the picture ut all at 11 o’clock 
He comes in only at 4 p M That has been the procedure and Mr. Griffiths 
ought to stand by that procedure 

Hr. Freaident: 1 do not think any further discussion on the point is really 
necessary at this stage It has practically been admitted that the practice 
follow'ed since this Assembly met is contrary to what had been followed before 
Whether it was contrary or not I do not know In any case I cannot give a 
considered ruling just now As the point involves an important right I wish to 
take time In the meanwhile,'in view of the exceptional circumstances, as 
pointed out by Sir Cowasjee Jehangir (Chairman), what I propose to do is this 
In regard to the adjournment motions received by now, without prejudice to 
whatever further ruling may be given and without treating the present procedure 
as a precedent, and keeping the matter quite open, I propose, till all the accu¬ 
mulated motions are discussed, to follow the procedure which has been followed 
by the Chairman since this session of the Assembly met. I have heard the 
arguments advanced and I will consider the point. In the meanwhile, we will 
go on as w'e have been going on m the past week. I think there will be no 
occasion for Honourable Members to regret, the course we have been taking 

Deaths of Lt. ^aohar Simoh and Lt. Ajmeb Singh in Delhi Bed Fort 
Mr. Preiflleiit: The next motion is No. 26. This motion is for discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely the reported deaths ol 
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Lt Maghar Singh of Eapurthala Infantry and Lt. Ajmer Singh of 6/1 Punjab- 
Begiment in the Bed Fort, Delhi, as announced by the Government communiqve 
of Ist December, 1946 

There is u similar adjournment motion conimg later on which is wider in scope; 
and that is to discuss the brutal treatment meted out to 1 N A personnel 
detained in the Bahadurgarh Camp During the course of dibcussion over an 
adjourniuent motion, if 1 remember aright, it was stated by the Chairman that 
instead of taking up these motions separately with reference to each camp, a 
general motion may be taken up and then particular camps may be referred to 
by way of illustration, so that the whole subject may come before the House 
I do not therefore nroposu to give my consent to this adjournment motion on 
the^ clear undeistanding Glut llu* mutter referred to here may be included as a 
sulijeet of discussion, when wo come to the motion about the Bahadurgarh 
Camp All mutters should be tukoii up together, that was, I believe, the 
understanding So this mutter may be discussed along with the motion relut- 
ing to the Bahadurgarh Camp 

Diwan OhamaD Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhainmadanj May i make a 
suggestion that since the motion about the Bahadurgarh Camp, w'hich stands 
in in,> name, is going to be taken up ot a latei stage, this motion may be taken 
up today and the two may bo combined instead of deferring tin*, adjournment 
motion on to a latei dale Both these imitions may be ainalganmted and discus¬ 
sion nia\ take place today 

Mr. President: I may inform the TTonotinible Member that, in between the 
tw’o, there are no motions to which I propose to give rnv consent So that is 
coming up today 

Stoppage op P\a8EvoBR Traffic between Badnera and Amraoti 

Mr. President: There is another motion for adjournment of the business of 
the House for the purpose of discussing severe discontent, hardship and incon¬ 
venience caused by the stojjpage by the OTP Bailway of passenger traffic 
between Badnera and Amraoti m defiance of public protest 

I do not give my consent to tins 

Mr. P. B. Gole (Berar Non-Muhuniinadan) Sir, I should ha\e been heard 
before you decided about this motion 

Mr. President: I do not think it is stnctly necessary 

Mr. P. B. GOle: Before giving your decision. Sir, it would have been muclv 
better if you hud heard me 

With your kind permission I may point out to you that this is a breach of 
statutory duty by a Bailway Company Badnera-Amraoti section is still operating 
and goods traffic is still continuing, but passenger traffic has been stopped: 
This cannot be done imder the Statute It is the statutory duty of the Bailway, 
when once the Railway is opened, that they must continue passenger and goods 
traffic unless that traffic is closed under Section 23 of the Railways Act It is 
binding upon the Railway authorities to carry on the passenger traffic My 
humble submission, therefore, is that there has been a breach of statutory duty 
in this case which has resulted in discontent, hardship and inconvenience to the 
general public, specially the travellmg public The Railways have no authority 
to stop or close a line to passenger traffic unless they follovf the provisions of 
Section 23 of the Railways Act, and under the circumstances I submit that 
this is a motion which is clearly of great public importance as it takes away the 
right of the public which the Act, really speaking, gives, and therefore my 
motion should really not be ruled out of order 

if you permit me, I will read section 28 of the Railways Act. 

Mr. Presldeilt: T do not think that is necessary An adjoiirmnent inotiuii 
is a special privilege for bringing forward for discussion before the House, 
something of importance, and not only of importance but something of urgency. 
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setting aside the regular business of the day If one were to accept the state¬ 
ment that any breach of the statutory duty, howsoever regrettable it may be, 
must be a proper ground for an adjournment motion merely because it is a 
breach of statutory duty. If that were so, I do not sec how we shall escape on 
adjournment motion every day Where is the question of urgency in this 
matter? I quite appreciate there may be a considerable amount of difficulty 
to the passengers, but the question can bo settled in other ways 

Mr. P. B. Gde: Sir, it is a definite act which took place on the 15th of 
December last, from the 15th of December this passenger traffic is closed, and 
therefore tins is the only time when it could come before this House in the form 
of an adjournment motion I do not understand how else it could be discussed 
here. There may be other ways, but this is a lireachiof duty which cannot be 
condoned and I suppose that your honour will kindly see your way to allow this 
motion We cannot persuade the Government in any otW way Stoppage of 
passenger traffic on tins 'section has caused considerable mconvenience to the 
travelling public and therefore I submit that the only way in which this matter, 
which IS a definite matter of urgent public importance, can immediately come 
before this House is through an adjournment motion, which should be admitted 
The Honourable Sir Edward BOntball: May I suggest that while this is a 
matter of considerable local importance to the people concerned, it is not a 
matter which is of such vital interest that the ordinary business of the House— 
today the consideration of the food situation in India—should be adjourned for 
discussing this matter The question of time tables and the running of trains 
is one for Local Advisory Committees of Railways, on which a representative 
of this House sits The position is that there is only a certain amount of 
coaching stock available and it was thought to be in the general public interest 
that that stock should be run on the Bina-Kotah Section rather than on the 
Badnera-Amraoti section. The matter is, therefore, of local importance and 
if coaching stock were to be taken away from the Bina-Kotah section and run 
on the Badnera-Amraoti section, then those interested in the Bma-Kota section 
would he equally entitled to move an adjournment motion. I suggest, therefore, 
that this is not a matter of sufficient public importance to adjourn the urgent 
business of this House It is a matter for the Local Advisory Committee 

Further, I may add that I have offered to discuss this matter with the 
Honourable Member, and if the public into«st requires it, we will restore the 
traffic as soon as the coaches are available 

Mr. F. B. G<de: May I point out that there is no Member of this House on 
the Local Advisory Committee at all. 

Mr. President: The Honourable the T^ieader of the House, I understand, is 
prepared to discuss the question with the Honourable Member. It is a ques^on 
of importance and urgency After having heard all that the Honourable 
Member has to sav and with the best of my sympathies for the inconvenience 
caused to the travelling public, I regret T cannot give my consent to this motion 

Mr. President: T do not think I need read fully every one of the other 
motions Nos 28 and 29 refer to the Bretton Woods matter which has been 
already discussed So tbev do not stand 


r\\<Tin\ re Dp.i'btiov of secttonr 111 to 121 OF Governhfnt of India Act 

Mr. President: The next adjournment motion. No. 30, is about "the failure 
of Government lo make any progress in regard to the deletion from the Govern¬ 
ment of India Aei of Sections 111 to 121 (both inclusive) inspite of the over- 
w’helming opinion in all sections of the population of India as expressed in the 
Assemblv resolut on on this subject passed by the House on 4th April, 1945". 

Mr. Mann Snbadar (Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau.' Indian Com¬ 
merce) Whose notice is that? 
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Ttx, FMrideiit: Pandit Balkrishn'a Sharma’s. A similar motion was ruled* 
out by the Chairman So this is ruled out of order. 

The next motion is the same one as I have just read out. That is also ruled 

out 

Mr. Manu Subedar: There is one which I have subsequently given notice of. 
It seeks to censure the Government of India for their failure to give requisite 
information to this House If it is under the same terms that you are ruling 
out this> it IS all right 

Mr. President: When was it given by the Honourable Member’ On what 
date’ Tins is a motion by Sjt Seth Damodar Swroop 


Ill-trbatbibnt op I N a Mex in Baiiaduboarh Camp 

Mr. President: The next motion (No 32) is in the name of Diwan Chaman 
Tjall He wishes to adjourn the business of the House to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely “the brutal treatment meted out 
to T N A personnel detained in the Bahi^nrgarh Camp” 

Mr. P. Mason (Government of rndiii Nominated Official) There is no objec¬ 
tion In fact I should bo very glad indeed to lay tlie facts before the House. 

Mr. President: So this motion will come up for discussion before the House 
at 4 o’clock. 


rJiECTION OP MEMBERS TO COMMITTEE RE BRKTTON WOODS 
CONFERENCE AGREEMENTS 


The HonouraUe Sir AreUbald Rowlands (Finance Member)* Sir, I move 

"That tbu Auembljr do procaod to elect, m eueb manner as may bo approved by the 
Honoumble the Preaident^nine membera to 8er\e on the Committee referred to in the motion 
relating to the Bratton Wooda Conferance adopted by thia Houne on Tuesday, the SBth 
January, 1846 


Mr. President: I do not think anything need be said of this. This is conse¬ 
quential to the resolution passed by the House only yesterday The question is 
Tha t^ thia Aasembly do proceed to elect, in auch manner eo may be approved bv the 
HononraUe the Prendent, nme membera to aerve on the tJommittoe referred to in the motion 
Jaiiualy *18%" Woods Conference adopted by this Honsp on Tuesday, the 28th 


The motion was odopted. 


INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Hbnonmble Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member) Sir, I move for 
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Mines Act, 1023 

Mr. Prerident: The question is. 

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Mines Art. 19ZS." 
The motion was adopted 

TbB EononrBUe Dr. B. B. Amhedku: Sir, I introduce the Bill 


MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION 

Mr. B. B. Sen (Government of India Nominated Official) • Sir, I move 
"That the food sitnation in India be taken into consideration " 

In a debate of this kind it is the practiice for the spokemnn of Govern¬ 
ment to place before the House the general framework of the policy which 
Government have adopted, the progress that has been made in implementing 
that polipy, a review of the general crop position in the country, and lastly 
the problems with which the couptry is likely to be faced in the coming year 
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and the proposals that Government may have in dealing with them In domg 
so, the object has been to place betore the House a picture ot the situation 
as a whole so that tiie House, in debating upon it, may help Uovernment 
with ciitical suggestions 1 propose to follow that practice on this occasion 
If in making a survey of the woiking ot Government po'icy during the last 3 
years 1 ciann success lor that policy m some direttiuiis, J hope the House will 
not niisuudcistand me us being sell-satislied or cuinplaceiil I'lie situation that 
you aie lacing in this countiy m this yeui is going to be very dithcult and 
it is all the mole neccssaiy therefoie that ihe House should know exactly whut 
polity Guvciiimeiit un* lol'owing and with whut remilts 

Ilie House is uwtiie in wh.it ciicuiiistanccs the l^d DejKiitment was estab¬ 
lished in Heceiiiber The House is also aware ot the secpieiice of events 

which led up to the Hciigal Fainnn* ot I'.W.} I do not propose in this debate 
to iccajiitulate tliose cii'iuinstumcs In llHll Goveinment set up a coniiiiittee 
whiih WHS later culled tlu‘ I’olicv ('oiniiiittee to analyse the events and to 
siig^c^t foi the guidance of Oovornment a policy which Government shouM 
adopt This committee within a lew mouths suhmitted a report which has 
since then lieen adopted .i» a Illiu I’luit by the Food Dupartinent This Blue 
Print was subjected to iin exnminatioii by the Famine Enqiiiiv t'omiiiissiou 
who were .ippointed in l‘J-14 to go into the causes of the Beng.il f.iinine, into 
(he tood shortage of India and to suggest measures which Government should 
t.ikc to .ivoid sucli (.iliiiiiities in future That committee .ilso .ijiproved gene¬ 
rally the suggestions which the I'olitv (’oininittec had in.idc .ind whuh the 
Goveiniiicnt of Tndn had .ulofitcd 

The four iri.iin heads of policv whicli the Govciiunent of liuha have adojitcd 
on the basis of the reconnnendations of the Food Pohev (’onunittoe are Basic 
Plan, Procurement, lialioinng and Prices The essence of the Basic Plan i& 
that the general deficiencv in the countiv should he shared bv surplus and 
deficit provinces alike For the Basic Plan we have laid down a formula bv 
the .application of winch such dislrihntioii of the lood resources of the countrv 
could be made We have administered this Basic Plan for the last three years 
and we find that the mam weakness m our position at present is the unrelia- 
bihty of agricultural statistics in different parts of the country We have taken 
certain meusyres to improve agricultural statistics particularly in the pemin- 
nentlv settled areas where there is no revenue stuff In Bengal, for instance, 
a random sample survev has been going for the last two vears The Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal have also instituted a plot to plot enumeration and the 
resuUs that we have obtained are certainly much more reliable than when thev 
were when the famine took place in 1943 Similar steps and ennmries and 
random sample surveys have been done under the auspices of the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research m different provinces, in several other pro¬ 
vinces of India and we hope that w'lth these measures we shall have much 
more reliable statistics m the future Though the position with regard to 
agricultural statistics is still more than unsatisfactory, by working of the Basic 
Plan for the last Iwo years we feel we have a much clearer idea of the needs 
of the different provinces and States than before 

The success of a Basic Plan must depend on adequate procurement The 
problem of procurement is one which is much bigger than mere abstraction on 
grains for export under the Basic Plan Though a few provinces have surpluses 
of all kinds of major foodgrams, in other cases a province may be surplus in 
one foodgram and deficit in all others, or deficit m one and surplus in all 
others Again, a jirovince, though it may be self-sufficient on balance, some of 
its districts may he surplus and others again deficit so that the inter-district 
procurement may be of the utmost importance to that province The essence 
of the problem is thus not moving of supplies from a surplus province to a 
deficit province but of acquiring the cultivator the maximum amount to 
be obtained from every part of India. In the last two years the most out¬ 
standing feature in the matter of procurement has been a steady and progres¬ 
sive development of Government monopoly both in British In&a and in the 
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Indian StateB. Particularly m the deficit provinces and States like Bombay, 
Travancore, Cochm, Mysore, and since last year in Madras, the development 
has been most striking. The monopoly schemes vary from a complete mono' 
poly as in Malabar, where the entire surplus from each holding after deduction 
of seed and consumption requirements of the cultivator and his family is taken 
over by (lOvcrnmeiit, to u semi-monopoly as in Orissa, where no attempt is 
made to usscs individual surpluses and private trade is allowed up to small 
quantities m each transaction In some Provinces and States, the attempt to 
procure the producer's surplus has taken the shape of a levy It must be clear 
that if shortage of foodgruins in this country is to be distributed on an All- 
Indm basis, the system of iirocurement which should give the most coinplel.* 
icsults would lie the system which Itikes over the entire suipliis of the producer 
from as near the threshing flfxir as possible, so that the entire surplus could 
be distiibiited lo deficit areas The Goveiiiment ol India have, therefore, 
encouraged this development Inwards monopoly purchase and, as 1 shall pre¬ 
sently cxp'aiii, this system of procuiement h.is now acquired added signihi'ance 
in the conditions whicli we shall have to face tlr-, year in this country 

The House will no doubt like to have a clear statement from Government 
on the question to what extent Ihe results of the Gmw ^lotc Food Campaign” 
have kept pace with tlie incieasing needs of tht couiitrv, and whether the claims 
made h\ tlie (lovermnent of Indi.i m the Agricultural Department iiuder the 
‘‘Grow* More Food Cnm|)aigii’* can be justified by acliinl results The ques¬ 
tion IS iiiipoitaiit and 1 shoii'd like lo take the House mer some essential 
lignies During 1043-11 and 1944-la the lu. aereage, as jmblished on tlio 
authontv of the Government, h.i8 shown an increase of 7 million acres over the 
hve year average, and nee production, an increase of 5 8 million and 2‘8 
million tons respeotiveU The nee surpluses declared to the Food Department 
under the Basic Plan, however, have shown an increase of onlv 3 lakh tons 
over the pre-war interna* surpluses known to have been available for inter- 
provincinl distribution The mam clami under the “Grow More Food Cam¬ 
paign” lias been the switch over from cash crops like cotton to food crops like 
millets While the reported increase in the All-Tiidin millets acreage has been 
of the order of 7 million in 1942-43, 6*8 million in 1948-44 and 1944-45 and 
of the reported increase m production over the five year average about 1 1 
million tons, 1 2 million tons and 100,000 tons in the three \ears respectively 
the surpluses made available to the Food Department for distribution under 
the Basic Plan have gone up only from IJ lakh tons to about 3 *nkh tons 
In the case of wheat, though several provinces and States have reported an 
increase in area and production, the surpluses declared to the Food Department 
have decreased from year to year 

On these figures, one’s first reaction would be that the claims made under 
the “Grow More Food Campaign” are unsustainable. The discrepancy,, 
however, is capable of a logical explanation. The factors which explain the 
discrepancy are these 

(1) Agricultural production iii India is u gamble in rams Only 25 per cent 
of the area is irrigated and even a substantial increase in acreage can be- 
offset by the failure of rams at the tune needed In 1942 we had a bumper 
wheat crop, in 1943 a bumper rice crop But the ciops in 1944-45 were in 
many areas, below normal Tlie reported increase m acreage in 1944-45 was 
5 8 miPions' while the reported yield showed an increase of* only one hundred 
thousand tons. This was very largely due to adverse climatic conditions m 
the famine tracts of Bombay, the Ceded Districts in Madras and Mysore 

Out of the total crop production, about 30 per cent is retained by the pro¬ 
ducers themselves for consumption, seeds, wages in kind, etc. This ratio of 
retention and sale is elastic depending upon the prices of foodgrains and the 
means of producers. In pre-war times, owing to low prices of foodgrains the 
producer had had to place a larger proportion of his produce in the market to 
get the cash he needed for meeting his obligatory charges, such as rents and 
taxes and for buying essential consumer goods, such as b*oth, oil, etc Durinip 
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the war, prices of agricultural produce have gone up 3 to 4 tunes and the 
producer can now meet his obligatory charges by selling a smaller proportion 
of his crop. The steady tendency during the last three years has therefore 
been for tbe producer to consume more himself, thus reducing the surplus 
winch would otherwise have been available for marketing While this is no 
.doubt a very desirable development, the fact has to be recognised that this has 
jirevented tbe increase in food production from being reflected in the surpluses 
made u\uiluble to the Food Department to meet the requirements of deficit 
areas 

The population in India is mcreasing at the rate of 5 millions a year. The 
net increase in consumption demand due to this factor alone is about 500,000 
tons a year The danger of an increase in population Mt this rapid rate with¬ 
out a cbrrespondmg Increase in food production must be obviouq and measures 
to deal with a problem of this magmtude must be on a long term basis 

One of the basic principles of our food administration policy, as 1 have 
said, has been price control I need hardly explain why If prices are high, 
there Viill be u section of people in India who will go short of food There 
jnay be what can be called “a scctiona' famine", as happened in 1943, owing 
to high prices even where there is no actual shortage of supplies With the 
end of the war, the position m this respect must further deteriorate. Curtail¬ 
ment of war expenditure m the country will mean less income to a large 
labouring population who had been employed m war works and also lead to 
unemployment among the middle classes though efforts are being made to 
make the switch-over from war to peace conditions as smooth as possible In 
the matter of price control the firm policy of the flovemment of India has 
been the institution of statutory price control for all major food-grains We 
have accordingly been directing our efforts to bring Provincial and Begional 
prices of foodgrains into parity with each other with a view to eliminate the 
wider local variations and eventually to establish an integrated paritv in price 
control on an all-India basis prices being fixed for the respective crop season 
^insuring a fair return to the cultivator. 

Prof. IT. O. Baaga (Guntur cum Nellore: Non-Muhammadan Rural)* Oh I 
1 see, you have got it. 

Hr. B. B. Sen: In 1944, statutory pnee control was instituted for wheat, 
gram, barley, bajra, jowar and maize The statutory maximum price of wheat 
is now Bs 9-8-0 per maund in the primary assembling markets in the Punjab 
and Bs 10-4-0 in the United Provinces In other wheat producing provinces 
^differentials based on these figures have been allowed The prices of hajra and 
jowar have recently been reduced to Bs 7-4-0 and Bs 6-12-0 per maund res¬ 
pectively In order to protect the producers against an uneconomic fall m 
prices. Government have given an undertaking to purchase all wheat offered 
at Bs 7-8-0 and bajra at Bs 5-12-0 and jowar Bs. 5-4-0 per maund 

Prof. B. G. Banga: Is it being implemented anywhere? 

Mr. B. B. San: No occasion has arisen to implement this minimum guar¬ 
antee* the prices are sti'l higher than the minimum As regards rice, an all- 
India statutory price was not fixed, partly because of the absence of a homo¬ 
geneous market and partly because of the large variations from province to 
province The Provincial Governments themselves imposed statutorv maximum 
prices for ricc, and during the last two vears have steadily brought them 
riown In Bengal; the fixed Government buying prices in the surplus districts 
now are Bs 9-8-0 to Bs 11-4-0, in Assam, Bihar, Orissa and Sind it is 
Bs. II-IO-O, Bs 9 to Bs 10, and Bs 7-2-0 to Bs 7-12-0 respectively Bice 
■prices in Madras have been generallv kept below Bs 10 per maund, whi’e the 
•statutorv maximum \ihich was fixed at He 1.3-8-0 per maund in U P and 
in the Punjab has now been brought down to Bs 18-6-0 in the U P and 
Bs 12-4 m the Punjab Viewed against the background of price levels 
reached in certain parts of India in 1948, the progress made in the control of 
prices, in accordance with the policy adopted by the Government of India, in 



MOTION re FOOD SITUATION 26L 

spite of the shortage m the country, must be regarded as satisfactory. A Price 
Advisory Committee, consistmg of experts, are constantly brmgmg the level of 
prices m 'different foodgrams imder review. A committee has also been set up 
to suggest the machinery and organisation necessary to stabilise agncultural 
prices under conditions of control or without control. 

Not the least important factor m our oo-ordmated food plan has been the 
mtroduction of food rationing in all large cities and towns m Lidia and also 
m rural areas where conditions of scarcity necessitated a controlled distribu¬ 
tion of available supplies The progress in this respect has been considerable. 
The total population now under ration, whether full or partia', has come to over 
53 niillions, distributed over 556 towns, of which 00 are with a population of 
one lakh or over, and ^so throughout rural areas in certam distiicts such as 
Malabar The largest number of towns rationed is 125 m Bombay, 94 in 
Madras and 42 in U P The province with the largest popu'ntion under 
rationing is Madras—10*3 millions, then comes Bombay with 7*5 imllions, and 
Travanoore 6 3 millions Calcutta is the largest city under rationing—with a 
population exceeding 4 millions, whilst Benga' province has a food control 
organisation covering 12 millions In the Bombay Presidency, however, the 
entire population of non-producers or inadequate producers are supplied by 
Government on a rationed scale through Government depots In the Madras 
Presidency, there are several districts which are covered by what is called 
“informal” rationing, which is practicaUy the same as formal rationing: only 
it is not backed by statutory rules or regulations . 

Prof. N. O. Raaga: In how many districts? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: So far as I know it is m 5 districts. The reason why I 
give these details is to show that unlike in 1943 we have now in India a 
rationed system of distribution of supplies over a wide area both urban and 
rural and over a large part of the population. In fact, the population now 
covered by rationing in India exceeds the total population of Great Britain 
This established svstem of controMed distribution which is capable of fairly rapid 
extension must be an invaluable instrument in controlling food situation in 
India, should the distribution of available supplies owing to adverse seasonal 
Actors demand more extensive Governmental control 

In producing the blue print for food administration m India, the Foodr 
grams Policy Committee recommended the creation of a Central Beserve of 
not less than 500,000 tons of imports, apart from a quantity equal to the 
average net imports of the preceding five years, namely, about 1 million tons 
for current consumption The Foodgrams Policy Committee considered the 
reserve to be essential to prevent a breakdown m the machmery of procure¬ 
ment, rationing and price policy The whole matter was subjected to an 
exammation by the Woodhead Commission in the light of the developments m 
the food administration of the country smee the Fi^grams Policy ^mmittee 
submitted their report. The view expressed by the Famine Enquiry Commis¬ 
sion was that such a central reserve was necessary, not so much to prevent 
breakdown of the machinery of the procurement and price policy, as to meet 
an emergency such as may arise owing to failure of crops or failure of pro¬ 
curement at the end of a crop season They cited the instance of the situa¬ 
tion which had developed at the end of the wheat season m U P. last year, 
and which was met by the prompt use of the small reserve which the Centre 
had been able to accumulate at Karachi. They gave the w'aming that since 
the beginning of the war there had been no serious failure of the monsoons, but 
the danger of a poor monsoon, before normal conditions returned, existed. 
If the monsoon failed, the knowledge that the Centre had a reserve must 
prove of great value in preventing breakdown and maintaining pubhc morale 
The authority responsible for the allocation of wheat surpluses is the combined 
Pood Board in Washington and on that board we are entirely dependent for 
imports The recommendation of the Foodgrams Committee for imports to 
build up a Central Beserve and for imports for current consumption to the - 
extent indicated has all along been strongly pressed before the Combined Food: 
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Board by His Majesty's Government While the war ’asted, the difficulty of 
the shipping position due primarily to the necessity for carrying on* a global 
war on two widelv separated fronts, did not permit sufficiently large quantities 
to be shipped The imports actually received have been as follows* 

October to December 1943—197,700 tons 
Jariuarv to December 1944—653,.TOO tons 
January to December 1945—840,IKX) tons 
Up to 2Ist January 1940— 02,700 tons 

With these imports at no time have the Government of India been able to 
accuiniilate more than 50,000 to 100,000 tons as central reserve 

It will thus be seen that we have been living from Jiand to mouth over the 
whole of the lo'^t three years on the one hand, owing to factors I have already 
explained, domestic procurement has declined m relation to the increasing 
requirements, on the other hand, imports have fallen short of our requirements 
even for current consumption The whole system of India’s food economy has 
therefore reinnined exposed to the danger of a faiUire of harvest m India all 
the time—a weakness w’hieh before the fall of Burma had been covered by 
unlimited imports from Burma, and what is more, by an expectation of 
unlimited imports which had kept prices under control and had acted as a 
steadying nitlueiiee on the morale ot the population The first signs of such 
danger came ui Augiist-iSepterubei lust when the south-west luonsooti was 
deluNcd in lleugal ,ind other parts ot north-east India ^e brought these 
danger signs to the notice ul His Majesty’s (iovernmciit and asked them to 
arrange imports ot at least one imlhon tons of neu and half a million tons of 
wheat m 1940 In October there was faiily satistactoiy rainfall m Bengal, 
which mipro\od crop prospects m that area to an appreciable extent This 
improveiiienl in Bengal was, bowc\er, more tbuu offset by u failure of the 
south-west monsoon in the southein distiicts of Bombay and a devastating 
cyclone m llio Godav.iu-Kistiia delta on the 17lh-18th Oetober These deye- 
lopmcnts woio biought to the notice of His Majesty s Government ns soon 
as detailed repoits weie available Uiu demand fur impoits leniained at the 
tigine alieady gi\on lo II M G In Dceember, bowevei reports came ot a 
failure of the north-east monsoon in Madras <iiid Mysore Beports of failure 
of crops were also received from the Deccan States and Wt slain India States 
I paid a visit to these areas in the third week of December to get a c'oser 
appreciation of the situation It became clear that both the rice and millets 
crops would fail over extensive areas in Madras mid Mvsore unless there were 
adequate showers before the end of December and in January A fresh assess¬ 
ment of the situation was forwarded to liis Majesty’s Government and the 
urgent importance of pressing before the Combined Food Board, the necessity 
of adequate imports to stabilise the situation was again stressed. Since my 
visit to that area, theie has been practically no rain, and crops which, during 
„ the time of my visit, looked green and flounshing, have dried up over 

^ large tracts of the country Side by side with this failure of the North- 

East monsoon m Southern India, there has been a failure of winter rams up 
tiU now in U P and North Western India 

Shxi Sri Prakaaa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Anything to do with the visit? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Unless we have rain m this area within the next few days, 
crops m unirrignted places will largely fail This year, therefore, we have had 
a devastating cyclone, a failure of the North-East monsoon in Southern India 
and now* the threat of a failure of winter rains in U P and North Western 
India It need hardly be‘pointed out that the cumulative effect of all these 
factors must be serious on the food utuation in India On the assessment of 
the situation m December we had thought it necessary to send the permanent 
Food Secretary, Sir Robert Hutchings, to Washington to help the British 
Food Mission to place our ease before the Combined Food Board. His dis¬ 
cussions are yet incomplete but from the indioatiems he has given, it is not 
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likely that in the present global shortage m foodgrains, with even the greatest 
sympathy and appreciation of oUr difficulties^ we are likely to get even the 
niiuiiuu**! quantities we need Since his deputation, owing to continued 
drought, the situation lias further deteriorated as 1 have explamed We are 
HOW considering, in consultation with His Majesty’s Uovernment, in the light 
of the latest crop position, the further steps we must take to persuade the 
Combined Food Hoard to le-open and reconsider the whole ease of allocations 
for 1940, irrespective of any allocations and priorities they may have already 
deiuled upon 

'rhe question on which the House will no doubt wish to be mfonned is that 
it wo uie to depend largely on our own discipline and resources, what measures 
we propose to adopt to stabilise the food position in tlie country m the coming 
months The fo'lowing ar^ some of the measures we contemplate 

Firstly, wo must mobilise the mternnl resouices of the country much more 
completely than we have done in the jmst This, from oui cxpeiiciKe of the 
last two yeais, we think, can onlv be done by the mtro<luction and extension 
of soin(‘ loim of monopoly procurement The l^rovinces in whii-h there is 
scope tni impiovcmeiit in the system of procurement are, m our view, Punjab, 
Sind r P and Hihur 

V\e have therefore called upon thcbO provin<‘Cs unmedialeK to go in for 
inniiojiolv or somi-monopolv types of procurement that wi’l, without depriving 
the producers of their legifnnate rations, enable them to procure much larger 
qiianlities of foodgrains than they have been able to do so far There is agree¬ 
ment on the mtrodiietion of a levy on the bigger producers which would give 
Oo\eriunent control over substantial quantity of the produce 

Prof. N. O. Ranga; And spread the famine all over’ 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Foi the improved procurement to be successful, it is neces¬ 
sary that it shou'd commence at the beginning of the crop year, and 1 <un 
conhdent that by the coming April or May, when the rabi crop will come tn 
bo hui\ubted, an effective procurement system more suited to the present 
eineigeiicv will be m operation in all these provinces It is hardly necessary 
to point out tliat loeiil variations due to differing ’oial conditious must Le allow- 
eil for 111 the details ot procuiemeul, but the result must be the same every¬ 
where, VIZ , nm'cimum procurement of foodgrains consistently with the interests 
of produccis 

Secondly, if there is to be a shortage, the shortage must be distributed 
among the population us evenly us possible This can best be done by exten¬ 
sion of rationing particulurlv in the deficit provinces, to I'le fullest extent 
possib’e, and by revision of ration scales to the extent necessary The areas 
which are affected most this year are areas where rationing has established itself 
not only in urban but also in rural areas The Provincial Governments ooncern- 
ed can therefore be trusted to make an effective use of rationing organisation 
m dealing with the situation As to revision of ration scales, this, on principle, 
should be on an all-India basis The matter is now under examination with 
the Provincial Governments who have already been warned to take all preli¬ 
minary steps so that any reduction in the scales of ration which'may be 
decided upon, may be given effect to without delay 

Thirdly, the Government of India are determined to maintain their policy 
of price control To do that in a year of scarcity will be difficult and measures 
such as requisitioning of stocks from traders and producers whore there is no 
Government monopoly as yet may be necessary 

I have now placed the whole case before the House I have done so 
deliberated and with a purpose. In no country food administration, in condi¬ 
tions of shortage, can be a success without the full co-operation of the people 
In India, with a population of nearly 400 millions, largely agricultural, who 
react quicklv to any sign of faihire of rains, this is particularlv so We feel that 
the time has come when we must take the leaders of the people into our 
confidence. . . 

Bn Bonovnlil* VamlNr; This has occurred to you mity now! 
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Mr. B. B. Sen: We feel thet the leaders of the pec^le must know, so that 
m the difficult months ahead the;r also can play their part, m the interests of 
our own people, in keeping the food admimstration of the country on an even 
keel 

An Honourable Member: Let the whole Government resign 
Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau. Indian Com¬ 
merce) . Having regard to the many statistics which I found it difficult to take 
down, may I suggest that, as on the last occasion when the food debate took 
place, a copy of the speech may be circulated? 

Mr. President: This suggestion is made in the mterests of the debate. 1 
trust that the Government will do what they thmlrbest. 

Motion moved 

“That the food situation in India be tidcen into consideiation “ 

There are some amendments to this and I would call upon the movers of the 
amendments to formally move their amendments 

Pandit Ckivind Malavlya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) I sent a shp to the Honourable the Food Member yesterday 
requestmg him to supply us with information on a few points in the opening 
speech that is going to be made today. When are they likely to give tiiat infor¬ 
mation? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: I have collected the figures I shall be glad to hand over 
the papers to the Honourable Member He has asked for prices in different 
parts of India The statement nms into three or four pages. I do not think the 
House will be interested 

Seth Oovlnd Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non-Muhammadan): 
The House is interested and I would suggest it be circulated 

Mr. President: 1 take it that the Honourable Member-m-chsrge will have 
this circulated 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Yes 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, I move: 

“That for the original mdtion the following be subetituted . 

‘That the Food Department be abolished’ “ 

Mr. President: Amendment moved; 

“That for the original motion the following be anbetitnted . 

‘That the Food Department be aboliebed’.’’ 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural). Is this amendment in order? It is not in mrder at 
all. The motion is about Food situation. 

Mr. President: I suppose he means the Food Department of the Government 
of India, so far as the Food Administration is concerned—^not the domestic Food 
Department 

Mr. M. B. Hffas a ni (Bombay City * Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, I move: 

"That at the end of the motion the following be added, namdy ’ 

‘and having considered the same, this Assembly expresses its dissatisfaction at the failnre 
at the Government of India to import adequate supplies of foodgroins for bmldmg up a 
reserve and meeting the needs of deficit areas and records its srave apprehension that, 
unless substantial imports are immediately made available a situation will arise, particularly 
m the Southern and Western parts of the country, in which the existing ration which I's 
already inadequate, will be endangered and large sections of the people will face starvation’.’* 
Mr. President: Amendment moved: 

“That at the end of the motion the followinv be added, namely • 

^ Is?** having considered the same, this Assembly expresses its dissatisfaction at the failnro 
of the Government of India to import adequate supplies of foodsrains for building up a 
reserve and meeting the needs of deficit areas and records its grave apprehension tlut, 
nnlm rabstutial impo^ are immediatelv made available, a situation will arise, particularly 
in the Southern and WeUem parts'of the country,’ in which the existiiw rat^, which » 
already inadequate, will be endangered and large sections of the people wiU face atarvation’.” 
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8fl If* (Ganjam cum Viaaga^tam: Kon-MuhanrtJaadaa 

Hurd): Sir, 1 mow: 

•■Tfcal in tha •mwdmmt propoNd l>p Ifr. M. & UmuI, between the irorde ‘deftot mma 

a- 

to ^oce inoN loedpeiae end midie ladie k« dependeat oa imporU. 

]fr* ftaddeais Amendment to the amendmrat moved: 

■•That in the amendment propeeed by Mr M. B Maeani, between the word* 'deficit are**’ 
and ‘and record*’ the following b* inaerted, nmely ! than, 

’and to aaanrc remunerative price* for the producer* of foodgrain* *o t® encourage tnem 
(o produce more foodgraine ana make India less dependent on imports. 

Hr. 0. P. Lawaon (Bengal European) * Sir, I move. 

"That at the end of the original motion the foUowmg be added, namely : 

'and having considered the aame, this Assembly unanimously urges the United Nation* 
Organisation to grant assiatance to India by making available such quantities of foodgrain* 
a* will prevent a repetition of the disasters which occurred in 1943’ ’ 

Hr. President: Amendment moved 


"That at the end of the original motion the following be added, namely 
'and having oonaidered the aame, tbia Assembly unanimously urges the Umted Nations 
Organisation to grant assistance to India by making available such qnaiitities of foodgraina 
as will prevent a repetition of the disasters which occurred m 1043’ ’ 

Lt.-Ool. Sr, J. 0. Ohfttterjee (Nominated Non-Ofiicial). On a pomt of m- 
fonnation. Sir If the Honourable Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad’s amendment is 
accepted or discussed, is there any pomt m the other amendments? There wiU 
be no Food Department left to deal with them So, do you propose to take up 
Dr Zia Uddin Ahmad’s amendment first? If that is accepted, then nobody will 
be left to deal with the other amendments. 


Hr. Pieaideiit: That stage will come when I put the motion to the House 
for their vote At present all these amendments are before the House and they 
are all open to discussion. 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Obatterjee: I merely wanted to ask as to which amend* 
ment you are going to put first. Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad’s amendment iS 
rather sweeping. 

Hr. Ptealdent: I do not want to commit myself at this stage to anythmg. 
We will see to it later. 


Sr. Sir Zia Uddin Abroad t Sir, my friend Lt -Col Chatterjee was very 
apprehensive I would like to follow Uie debate and the final reply of the 
Honourable Member and then I will decide whether 1 should press my amend¬ 
ment to a division. So, there is no question of the abolition of the Department 
at the present moment. 

I will now put my arguments before the House We discussed the question 
of food m 1944 and also in 1946. The Members present pressed their viewpoints, 
but the condition of food is different in different localities and naturally the 
people had a different story to tell There could not be a unanimous policy when 
different situations were laid before the House. The Honourable the Food 
Member took advantage of this position and he made no improvement whatso¬ 
ever. The position in 1946 was worse than what it was in 1944 and the position 
m 1946 is worse than what it was in 1946. Therefore, the position is getting 
worse year after year and no step has been taken by the Pood Department fo 
improve it. I am rather in a position of embarrassment as to how to begin and 
develop my arguments. I am in the same position as the camel, dbout which it 
IS said: 


"Unt re vnt teri ton se kal aidhi " 

An Hirooiiralile HfifbtfefS Please translate if. 

f. f?’ ®*'.*** does not know which 

is the most elegant part of his body. 

»i. I ^h to take up the queidaon of the administration by means of 

tte Defence of India Buies. I know that I was a party in voting a two-seetion 
Bill some yews ago, but we never ooneideied at that time that It would give rise 
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to a very big Code, bigger and more important than over other ftnAP.tTnpTit ig, by 
wineb the country ia now being governed. The position is the same as .that ot 
Adam and Eve. The two clauses o£ the Bill like Adam and Eve, gave birth to a 
number ot persons who instead of praymg Qod invent atomic bombs and use cdl 
poisonous gases to kill humanity. The same is the case with the Defence of India 
Buies, We never considered that these two Bills will produce such a large 
number of ordinances and rules which were never anticipated These Defence 
of India Buies have now become so important that, like Parliament, one can say 
that these Buies can do anything except to make a man a woman and woman a 
man I thmly the position is still worse The position of Parliament could be 
criticised, but the action taken under the Defence of India Buies could not be 
criticised by the pubhc or the press They have a ^uper-parliamentary position. 

My first objection is that the distribution of food is not regulated by the 
ordinary rules of law or common sense, but is regulated under the Defence of 
India Buies So, if there is a corruption anywhere—and we know there is a 
corruption, you take the vote of this House and I am sure cent per cent, elected 
Members will vote that there is corruption in the Food Department and to a 
level which never existed in the Government of India before—there is no remedy 
open to the public This thing ought not to have been adniinistered under the 
Government of India Buies So, the people have to face (orruption, and mis¬ 
management and our mouths are shut We must be able to have some say in 
the matter, especially when the question of food is concerned This is my first 
^fficulty 

I said on the floor of the House befoie that there were four enemies of honest 
trade, which vitiate its position and Government discarded trade channel for 
the distribution of food—their monopoly, their combine, their hoarding and their 
profiteering In order to overcome these difiiculties they followed the Defence 
of India Buies for the distribution of food and from our experience we say that 
this method has proved to be worse than the method adopted by the ordinary 
trade channel 


Now, 1 start with the assumption that it is the duty of the Government to 
piovide food for all I have got census figures before me According to the 
printed repoits, the population of India is 389 millions. The total quantity of 
food including rice, jowar, bajra, etc., now available is about 56*8 millions and 
this works out to about 12J or , or 6i chattuks per capita per day. This is the 
entire food that is available The Honourable Member who moved the Motion 
did not give us figures for the other countries in the world If he had given 
figures for the world, then we would have been m a position to determine how 
far we have got any chance to get more food from fcxreign countries Now, Sir, 
I think it 18 the first and primary duty of any Government to procure more food 
80 that this 12^ oc., or 0} chattalu per day per head could be subs* 
tantially increased This can be done in two ways You approach the 
International Organisation and that was one of my arguments for supporting the 
Bretton Woods Agreement, namely that we can approach them and get more 
food from some other countries for our bare existence The other alternative 
Tb you grow more food on our existing land by improved methods of irrigation, 
by providing artificial manure and so on The next method is we should bring 
in more land under cultivation We should remember our population is 
increasing by , 1-4 per cent according to the figures given by Dr Sen With 
ttiis increase in population every year, we must devise ways and means by 
which more food can be procured every year This thing has not been done 
effectivelv bv Government so far and T do not know what solution can be 
obtained for getting more food in this country As regards grow more food, 
well, you can get us lands either here in India or from anywhere else. We first 
entered Ceylon and developed Cevlon, then we were extemed from Ceylon'; 
then we developed Burma, Malava South Africa, East Africa and many other 
places from iril of which we were extemed and chances of getting more food 
to this country were cut off. Now, Sir, we should consider that on account of 
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increase of population, some arrangement should be made for people to get us 
more food or give us some land where we can send our men to cultivate more 
food for us and send the same to this coimtry. Some such arrangement ought 
to bo made Otherwise the future is very dark. It is not merely the problem 
of today, but it is also the problem of tomorrow. I have not much faith m 
the Government. They allowed the people of Bengal to die, but did not permit 
them to grow more rice in Assam on account the line system The sooner 
the Department is abolished, the better it is for the people I have not got 
before me any vivid proof of the effective steps they are taking to give us more 
iood 

My friend Mr Sen has been alludmg us by his four points. I believe he 
IS an economist. I have been complaining for the last three or four years that 
you cannot have effective price control unless you control the stock. You are 
putting the cart before the horse, if you control the price without controlling the 
stock. 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Where do you get the stocks? 

Dr. Sir Zia TTddin Ahmad: Q'heu, why do you talk of price control? If there 
18 no stock to control, it is mcaninglesis to talk of price control This is the 
fundamental principle, the a, b, c o^ economics If the supply is not there, 
how can you conirol the price’ People would not like £b sell, and little that is 
available will go under gromid and mto the black market and it will disturb the 
normal trade channels and not even the Defence of India Buies will be effective. 

My Honourable friend also talked of rationing I understand total rationmg, 
but 1 cannot understand partial rationing Accordmg to the figures which he 
has given, only 16 per cent, of the population ore under rationing, and 85 per 
cent are not under rationing I can tell you from my experience m Aligarh 
where I live I am allowed ouly four chat take or 8 os of wheat per day. 1 
walk two miles outside Aligarh University grounds, 1 find the villagers are 
feeding their cattle with wheat 1 am not permitted to brmg wheat so wasted 
in side the University. In Aligarh, under the Defence of India Bulr-s, I am 
not allowed to eat more than four chattaks a day, not even the full quoks which 
18 given here, but if I can walk two miles beyond Ahgarh, 1 find there is 
absolutely no rationmg at all, and people are feedmg their cattle with wheat. 
(Interruption) These are facts Bationing presupposes oertam things without 
which the system cannot be worked You must have complete control over 
stocks just as we have complete control over petrol Petrol rationing can work 
because Government have got complete control over the stock Here you 
have got no complete control over the stock and yet you introduce rationmg. 

Frol. V. O. Banzii; There is black market. 

Dr. Sir ZUt Uddin Ahmad: Therefore, rationmg must be for all, and not for 
a small population You simply give trouble to those people who have the 
misfortune to reside in towns and those people who are not residing in towns 
are free to eat as much as they like and use wheat in whatever way they like. 
They are outside the Defence of India Buies. As far as rationing is concerned, 
it applies only to 15 per cent, of the population who have the misfortune to 
live in great towns The rest of the population, 86 per cent, are absolutely 
free. This kind of rationmg is unheard of I can understand total rationing, 
I can understand no rationing, but I cannot understand partial rationing, 
Department is there They must talk and they must produce files They are 
talking again about control of price without controlling stock although the 
scheme failed under the regime of Diwan Bahadur Sir Bamaswami Mudaliar 

The second of his four points is to mobilise internal resources. I do not 
know how he is going to do it I have been pressing for the last two years that 
,vou should have compulsory purchase of foodgrains But the Government 
^ve always refused to adopt my suggestion The Central Government never 
helped us. What are they here for? They cannot even procure food which 
already exists. Whet are they going to distribute then? What do they exist 
for? Is my honourable friend helping the poor people? 

B a 
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Viol. H* Cl> BMUfft* Ho is helping the bleok merksteers and the coirupl 
Qovemmeat servenfs. 

Sir Mbiuuiiinad Tamln Khan (Agra Diviaion: Muhammadan Bural): Notea 
o{ Bs. 600 and above. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddln Ahmad: M.y next charge is that this Food Department la 
responsible for very serious mistakes. They are void of common sense. They 
have taken the total quantity of foqd available in the country and divided it by 
the number of persons living m the country and it comes to 12^ 6z Is that 
enough? This is just like the man who wag.carrying his fomily across a river. 
Then, he said, what is the depth of the river It is ten feet. Then he calcula¬ 
ted the height of every person m the cart, and the total height of all the persons 
Bitting in the cart camo to more than 10 ft which was the depth of the nver. 
He asked the cart to proceed when unfortunately all the people were drowned. 
The man calculated once more and said, how could it happen, I have calculated 
properly? As the Urdu proverb says: 

"Htadb Jim h& tun, Xunbd iuhd kyun." 

The Food Department have done the same thing So many people died in 
the Bengal famme Their calculations were right but they di^ unmathemati- 
cally 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srlvaatava (Food Member). That is what 
the mathematician docs, not the Food Department 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddin Ahmad: That is due to the absence of common sense m 
the use of mathematical knowledge characteristic of Food Department. 
Another example of the absence of common sense I ask the Honourable 
Member whether, if we give him only jwar and bajra to eat, he can live on that 
throughout the year People from time unmcmonal have been accustomed to 
consume a oertam quality of foodgram My honourable friend knows that m 
the U.P we eat noe from the Punjab and cannot eat Bengal nee But he 
forces nee from Bengal in U P and not Punjab rice, and he sends it to an 
area where they do not eat that particular quality The Food Department 
should know that there are different qualities of nee and people of different 
localities like a particular quality and not the other qualities. But m distnbu* 
ting it they think that all nee is of the same quality just as all petrol is of the 
same quality My honourable friend will remember that he sent bajra to 
Travancore and the people there did not know how to eat it So they must 
teow the particular quality of gram consumed in a particular locality and send 
it to that place They themselves, I am sure, will never be able to manage 
this whatever money they may spend; but if they leave it to the trade channel 
mey from their practical expenence know what particular quality is consumed 
m a particular locality This knowledge which is so essential for the proper 
dismbution of food, our Food Department doss not possess, and they showed 
paniculw want of common sense m the matter of distribution. They made 
calculations as to the amount of nee required, but they never considered what 
vanety people eat 


I wUl now mention what Food Department should do and what it should not 
do What is i^ly needed is the import of rice and wheat from odtside not 
OTly for immediate use, but for building up a reserve which can also be utilised^ 
If neMSsary, in stabilising prices Then, I suggest the Statistics Department 
^oul^e mamtained and it should, just like the Finance and Information 
Departments, be centralised. There should be one Department of Sta¬ 
tistics vnth branches for different work They will keep figures as to the 
quwtity of food gro^ m a certain year in particular localities and provinces, 
so that we can ^cide where to send any surplus food This statistical brdnch 
may be atte^ed to ^e Agriculture Department and it will serve the 
I«»p 086 as the Food Deportment. 
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yfe hand over distribution to the normal trade channals with pzoj^r aafe- 
gua^s—for which legislation may also be necessary—against combine, mono- 
poly', agamst hoarding and profiteering It should be under Home Department. 
For this purpose a committee may be appomted. My honourable friend has 
been discussmg this matter in various committees but they^ only considered 
Oovemment interests and seldom considered the consumers’ mterests There 
were very few consumers who were invited to these deliberations. I once 
charged Sir Joseph Bhore with not consulting the consumers; he said he was 
himself representing consumers. I said he was a ve^ bad speciinen of a 
consumer. A consumer is not a person to whom money is of no consideration 
and who can buy from the black market A consumer is a person who is finan¬ 
cially not in a position to go to the black market and buy food. That is my 
definition of ST good consumer 

I think we are suffering from two things,—not having sufficient food and not 
having enough clothing. On my ration card, for instance, I was given half 
a aaree. 

All EaoourahU Kamber: Did you wear it? 

Dr. Sir Kia Uddln Ahmad: No, I am living on my pre-war reserves But 
that IS the kind of common sense that the Department is showing and it shows 
how hopeless and helpless they ore 

Sir, now that the war is over, I desire that distnbution should go to the 
normal trade channel During the war there was some justification for their 
action but now with the end of the war T do not see any reason why this Food 
Department should be administered under the Defence of India Buies Only 
we must guard against the abuses of trade I have just now mentioned 

As regards rationing I will sav one thing We take pride on our hospitality, 
but smce rationmg came we tell guests we have no fo(^ or ask them to bring 
t&eir own food. The way m which these cards are distributed ia aho troublesoma 
and no cards are given to guests The public also are not associated in the 
distribution of food, everything is arranged by officials only. The moment non- 
officialB are brought in and things are arranged through the trade channel wo 
will be in a better position as regards food 8o 1 suggest that now with the end 
of the war the Food Department has no ]U8tificat.on for its existence any longer; 
and the Agnculture Department should make arrangements for growing more 
food and collection of statistics. Distribution should be through the trade 
channel. If anybody is monopolising or is hoarding, steps must be taken under 
the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, and it ought to be done by the 
Home Department. Purchase from outside should be done by Comnierce< 
Department 

I may tell the House before 1 sit down that when I was young we used to 
hear a lot about the abuses by the Police, but we forgot them aT when the Goods 
Department of the Bailways started operating When the Supply Department 
came into existence, we foi^ot both the Police and the Bailways, and thought 
that they were comparativelv honest, but when the Food Department started 
functioning, we forgot the abuses committed by everybody else This is the 
experience of every elected Member of this House Abolish it for its corruption^ 
if not for anything else 

IBr. K. B. MUanl: I rise to support the amendment, of which I have given 
notice This amendment focuses attention on an aspect which is much more 
material j'list at present than all the other factors referred to in the statement 
made by the Secretary of the Food Department. 

We have had statements of policy before on the various aspects of the food 
problem and food administration in this country, and the Mover of the motion 
before the House has given us yet one more. There are things in ^at state¬ 
ment with whieh one can agree and others with which one may quarrel; bub 
v^taver we mt^f have to aay on tfiab point, the fact remains that nothing can 
be done in the next few months with regard to those aspects which will' haw 
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any bearing on the question as to whether the people of this country are to have 
enough food or are to starve The one aspect which will have a definite effect 

on this question will be the question of imports mto India from abroad. 

The HoDonrshle Sir Jwala Fnusad Brivaatava; I agree. 

Mr. M. B. Masani; . . . and therefore the amendment, of which I have 
given notice, is one which, Sir, I hope all non-official sections of the House 
will find it possible to endorse 

Before I speak on the responsibility of the Government of India and the 
wa> in which they have acquitted themselves on this point, I would like ver/ 
briefly to give the House some idea of the gravity of the position in the Southein 
and Western parts of this country Speaking in the^House of Commons on the 
19th of January this year, the Under-Secretary for India, Mr Henderson, men¬ 
tioned that the shortage in the South and West was of the following order He 
said that four-hundred-thousand tons had .been destroyed in Madras and that 
five-hundred-thousand tons were lost in Bombay and Mysore owing to_ the 
factor.? which have been referred to by the Mover of the motion I believe. 
Sir, that these are gross under-estimates and I think the Honourable Member 
for h'ood w'lll agree with that This morning one finds that the person m whose 
hands the .idmiiustration of the Food Department rests in the South has himself 
contradicted the figures given by the Under Secretary in Parliament This is 
what Sir S V Bamamiirthi, who was m Delhi the other day and is presumably 
acquainted with the latest position, says according io the Statesman of this 
morning 

"If the present scale of daily rations, 1 lb of cereals per head, was to be maintained, 
about a million tons of cereals—rice, wheat and millets—^had to be imported into the pro¬ 
vince If Madras was not able to obtain this quantity, the scale of rations would have to 
be reduced But it could not be reduced m the case of agricultural producers, because 
such a step would give no incentive to them to grow more food If the ration m respect 
of non producers was cut, this would produce economic disturbance and suffering " 

That, Sir, I am prepared to accept as a correct estimate of the position m 
the province of Madras, and no doubt Honourable Members who will speak after 
me from that Province will underline what I have said. 

So far as my province of Bombay is concerned, there again, I believe, the 
problem is of greater magnitude than is appreciated at this stage Let me at 
the outset say that no blame can possibly attach in this regard to either the 
people or the administration in that province Bombay province has done all 
it can to harbour and mobilize its own resources and when the Provincial Bural 
Development Board met the other day in Bombay this was what was placed 
before it* 

"Eveiything has been done in that province by way of procurement and of levy to mobilize 
the provincial reaourcea The reaulte of the working of the grain pnrchaaing monopoly and 
proenrement acheme m 1944-46 aeaaon ahow that as compared to previous season theie 
was a considerable increase both in the total quantity of grain purchases and in the 
proportion of the total production which had come into the hands of the Government 
under its monopoly The average percentage of the levy demand realised for the whole 
province, was 84'7 in the 1944-45 season.” 

In addition to the grain levy which exists in the province, the rationing 
restrictions aie much more severe than in any other province, and I realized the 
full force of that when I came up to this city and saw that one could get not 
only whole milk Tor tea and coffee but even pure cream .... 

Mr. Mann Snbedar: And white bread, 

Mf. M. B. Mhaanlt White bread is another instance that has been given, 
and one could go on multiplying these by pointing out that in Bombay you can't 
have pastries made out of wheat flour, and so on. The point is that what Bom> 
bay is today facing is purely an act of nature and Bombay therefore deserves 
the co-operation not only of the people of this country but also of peoples in 
other lands. 
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What is the magnitude of the problem in Bombay? I propose to place before 
this House certain tentative figures which I understand, to the best of my 
knowledge, obtain there, and if I am wrong, no doubt the Honourable Member 
for Food who, I presume, will speak later, will correct me. Bombay requires 
for this yeaiv-1946—16J lakhs of tons of foodgrains, but as against that our 
provincial stocks and supplies are only 6} lakhs, leaving us with a gross deficit 
of 8J lakhs I understand, again speaking subject to correction, that we have 
been assured by the Central Government of imports to the extent of nearly 6 
lakhs, but not quite six lakhs That will leave us with a net deficit of 2f lal^s 
The question arises, what is to happen if this gap of 2} lakhs is not filled up? 

I am still hopeful that an expression of opinion by this House and by the public 
generally will make it possilj^e for more imports to be made avmlable, but it is 
time, and high time that we face the alternative, because the mover of the 
motion in his speech already gave a mild hint that we must be prepared for a 
reduction in ration and Mr Bamamurthi has also harped on the same thing. 

What would this reduction in rations mean? It is very easy to talk of a 
reductioti in ration without realizing the human and social consequences of such 
a step The present ration m Bombay—and I take it the same is the case in 
Madras also—is 1 Ih. per head per day for adults 

An Honourable Member: It is so only m towns 

Mr. M. R. Masani: Anyway, I will stick to the ration in my province, nnri 
other Honourable ^feniber will no doubt inform the House about the state of 
affairs in other provinces. 

What I am arguing is that, even if it is one full pound per head per day, 
it is a ration which cannot and should not be reduced any further The very 
fact thot this ration of one pound a day is prescribed in the Jail Manual of the 
Province and in the Famine Belief Code shows that it is a ration which should 
only bo brought into existence or enforced m extreme emergenc) or for those 
classes of society which are rightly or wrongly to be punished If that is so, 
then the whole province of Bombay is today on the ration of a cnminal or a 
starving population And yet the possibility of a reduction m the ration is being 
discussed 

Dr Ackroyd, the Nutrition Expert of the Government of India, has adopted 
the position that anything between 2,600 and 2,800 calories of food are necessaiy 
for a grown-up person, and Mr Kirby, another expert of the Government of 
India, has said that one pound of cereals yields on an average only 1,600 calones. 
Thus deficit is left of over 1,000 calories m a man’s daily ration To look at it 
another way; Dr Ackroyd s specimen balanced diet lays down that a grown-up 
person should have a ration of 20 ounces of cereals, 3 ounces of pulses, 12 ounces 
of vegetables, 2 ounces of fruits, 2 ounces of fat and oils, 8 ounces of milk, 2 
ounces of sugar and, if he is a non-vegetarian, 4 ounces of meat and fish. That, 
according to the Nutrition Expert of the Government of India, is a minimum 
balanced diet which every grown-up person should have Now, even that 
prescribes for 1^ pounds of cereal and 3 ounces of pulses. You can imagine 
how much worse the position is if neither the milk nor the vegetables nor the 
fruits which are prescribed in that diet are available to the masses of the people, 
and that is a fact which obtains so far as the masses of the people are con¬ 
cerned Therefore, from a nutritive point of view, a ration of IJ pounds will 
not be adequate. It will have to be increased still further. That is the posi- 
tion, and I think this House should look with the gravest apprehension at even 
a suggestion that this ration should be reduced. I do not think we should 
consider such a suggestion seriously. We must make the Government of India 
find another way; that way is open,'and that is by increased imports 

Todav, in the Citv of Bombaw and elsewhere, manual workers in what were 
^nng the war “essential” industries are getting pounds and therefore the 
Gowminent has accepted the position that, for a grown-up man doing hard 
work, H pounds is a bare necessity. What the result of reducing the ration 
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in the country-side would be, has beeu mentioned by Sir 8. V. llamainurthi of the 
Madras Government. As he says, you can hardly expect a peasant to grow 
more food or be more efficient at his job if you are going to starve him I A 
whole generation of stunted people will also be produced if the rations are re¬ 
duced If you are going to have plans for agricultural regeneration, such as the 
plan produced by an Honourable Member opposite, we must have first of all 
a healthy and efficient population; and to reduce the ration further, I cannot 
help feeling, it will be to breed a whole generation of stunted children who, in 
their time, will fail to carry out any of the programmes and plans now devised. 
Having pointed out the gravity of the situation, I would now turn to the respon¬ 
sibility of the Central Government. 

The Government of India’s obligations are to meet a normal deficit which 
the other day was, on an official estimate, stated to be 6 million tons of cereals, 
million tons of pulses, that is, 7) million tons of foodgrams. This, I pre¬ 
sume, was worked out on the basis of a balanced diet. I am glad the Honour¬ 
able Mover agrees But in the present conditions, when a balanced diet is not 
possible, that deficit is not 7^ million, but certainly 10 million and perhaps 
more* and the Government of India have now as a matter of broad policy 
accepted the obligation to feed adequately every man, woman and child m this 
country Therefore, their obligation is to make good anything over 10 million 
tons of foodgrains in a year 

The Gregory Foodgrams Policy Committee Report, to which reference was 
mode by the Mover, has dealt with this matter and I shall take the liberty to 
read a few sentences from that report in view of the direct bearing they have on 
the position today. This is what the Report says: 

“Th« role of impcMte m the economy of Indie ceanol be judrod solely in the light of tho 
forcentaga difference made to tho over-all absolute Indian food supplies The position of 
Mrtain deficit areas is nomally bound up with the maintenance of imports and they 
constitute an important buttress to the strengthening of public opmion and an important 
weapon m the battle againet the profiteor and the hoarder There is very little 

room, takmg the count^ u a whole, for tho process of tightening the belt.” 

And then going on, the Committee made recommendations that 
“As regards imports, the Qovenunent of India should (a) press for imports to create a 
Central Foodgrams Reserve which should not bo lees than 500,000 tons Such a quantitgf 
IS absolutely necessary to prevent a breakdown of tho machinery of tho procurement, ration¬ 
ing and jMioe policies outlined m subsequent chapters It is not a substitute but a com- 
pument for more vigorooa administrative action in other fields, (b) press the United Natiou 
to arrange for imports for current consumption until further notice, equal in amount per 
annum to the average annuel net imports of the last five years or about one million tons ” 
The question arises, to what extent the Government of India have or have not 
carried out these recommendations which they themselves accepted. The figures 
given by the Mover of the resolution show that in the twenty-seven months 
that have passed sinoo these recommendations were made, a total of 1,750,000 
tons of foodgrains have been imported from abroad If you apply the Gregory 
Report recommendations, accepted by the Government of India, that figure 
should have been 2,750,000 tons. That is worked out at 1 million tons a year; 
4 million for the Reserve which was initially recommended; and for the last 
three months another J million; making in all 2,760,000 tons The Government 
of India therefore have failed on their own confession to tHe extent of 1 million 
tons In fact, T took it that when the Mover of the resolution gave his figures 
he was more of less making himself party to my amendment; and on the facts 
of the case the Government of India have to admit that they have failed lo 
secure adequate imports into this country 

The question arises to what extent that position can now be alleviated. The 
Food Member, speaking on the 18th of this month in Lahore, stated that our 
battle for food was being fought in Washington. But since th» was said, we 
have had very disturbing news which has been given in the press and that is 
that Sir Robert Hutobiugs, who was sent there to represent the Gkivemment of 
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India’s case before the Combined Food Board, not only got there a little late 
owing to some weather inclemency or accident, but even after that when he 
put the case, he was unable to shake them from their resolve to ignore the ciae 
of this country What one understands is that some ihdetermmate part of the 
“reparations'nee” is bemg extorted from Thailand (I call it Thailand and not 
Siam, which is a name deliberately given by British imperialist policy) 
amounting to million tons of rice. Some of this might come to us. But 
here again, u message from Washington sent by the United Press of America 
on January 24 , points out that in cdunting on Siam’s rice we shall be counting 
our chickens before they are hatched, because the same source in Washington 
reveals that the figure is 1 million tons and possibly less, and that the British 
conceded that their early estimate of tons was high and mdicated their 
willingness to settle it aba lower figure, and that Thailand is finding it difficult 
to obtain the rice from its own pe.)santry So all that Sir Robert Hutchings 
seems to have brought is a “No” He has been sent back empty-handed. 

It was in 1943. Sir, that the International Conference on Food took place at 
Hot Springs and on that occasion the leader of the British Delegation, Mr 
Richard Law, made a very wise and profound declaration. He said that, in the 
matter of food, “if we do not hang together, then most assuredly we shall hang 
separately ’’ He was talking of the nations of the world All that has happened 
since—and that includes the Bengal famine and it may include the f emme which 
threatens in Madras and Bombay today—shows that certainly the British 
Oovernment have not lived up to the very statesmanlike pronouncement of their 
representative It appears to be a case where, as the poet put it, “knowledge 
comes but wisdom lingers” Perhaps further famines and further wars are 
necessary to prove to the people in the West that they cannot maintain their 
Ip high standard of living, if they are going to keep down the standards 
of living in the East at coolie level The irony of the situation is 
this^ According to Sir John Boyd Orr, Britain’s leadmg nutrition expert, the 
British population—men, women and children—^were better fed throughout the 
war than thev were before the war. That is one picture, and there is the other 
picture of this country-.>-thi8 country whuih was dragged into a war against its 
wish and in the interests of Britain—^which has been made to starve, and ii 
still being made to starve The war-mongers have done well for themselves and 
we, the victims of the war, are made to go on short of rations even after the war 
is over 


The other day it was mentioned by the Leader of the House that we had 
^erged from this war as a great power, as one of the j^reat victorious powers I 
But we seem to be in a very sad plight, if this is what victory has meant to us 1 
We aim happen to bo the creditors of our ruling race and we are told that we 
have big balances on which we shall assuredly be free to draw, as the British 
nev6r_j)reak faith i I should be very much more interested, Bir, in seeing 
part of those balances come into this country in the shape of wheat, of rice 
of milk products, and other things of that kind 

There is a further responsibility on the British Government beyond that of 
dragging us into this war and of creating the situation that they did in our 
countrv. and that responsibility was fully accepted by no less a person than the 
present Seeretarv of State for India in 1943. Speaking then as a non-official, 
the present Secretary of State for India said 

M SeSd ‘V power to pay for each foodgraina 

of this increase in prices wss inflation. For that 
policy tho Oovemmeat of India and nobody dae eoald be held reeponsible." 

inaccurate there He should haye said that the overlords 
u® responsible. The fact remains that we. 

SSff-fc t ^*'*°** delibemtely created by the 

BntjSh in order to meet fiheir war expenditure in this country, which they touM 
not have met by payments In goods or services, we their creditors, we have the 
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right both legal aud moral,—were it not for the fact that we are a subject nation 
—^to demand that part of those claims should be met in food for our men, 
women aud children. The tragedy is that the present Government of India 
seem quite unable to make the British Government see their responsibility. 
Sir Bobert Hutchings evidently went all the way only to be told that he could, 
not address the Combined Food Board direct, because this “groat victorious- 
nation emergmg out of this war” is not even given direct representation or a scat 
on the Combined Food Board I It must go and place its ease before the repre¬ 
sentative of the British Government there, and through him before the Com 
bined Food Board. The British Government have reduced us to this plight. 
The Government of India should have been able to secure in the last two years 
direct representation on the Combined Food Board Xf they could not get it, 
they should have considered whether it was worth while carrying on the admi¬ 
nistration of this country on those terras What kind of creditors are we that 
we must starve while our debtors are better fed than we are’ What kind of 
victors arc we’ I know it will be argued that the failure to secure adequate 
imjiorts is not due to lack of effort on the part of the Government of India and 
that, as the Mover of the motion put it, they have “stronglv pressed" India's 
case through the British representative before the Combined Food Board I 
am quite prepared to behove that the Honourable the Food Member and his 
Depnitment have done their beat, but if it is their best, then it is a very poor 
best, .and it is just not good enough for this emmtrv I would like to know, for 
instance, when the Food Member speaks, whether he would take the House into 
his confidence and tell us the kind of language they have used in communi¬ 
cating with London and Washington 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraead Srlvastava: Abuse them. 

Mr. M. B. Maaaai: Have they pointed out that, if their demands are not 
met, there will be corpses littering the streets in the cities and towns of tne 
provinces of the South and the West as they did in the citv of Calcutta in the 
provinces of Bengal? Has it been made clear that the responsibility for such 
mass murder will fall on the United Nations'* If they have not, then I suggest 
that they have not been doing the best that this country expects of them 

Sir. the food administration and its shortcomings are not a matter of depart^ 
mental responsibility alone. The question whether millions of people should 
eat a normal human diet or starve, is, T suggest, n collective responsibility of 
the Governor-General in Council, and particularly of the Indian Members of 
that Council, who at least belong to this country. The Mover of the potion 
has mentioned three or four measures which the Government are proposing to 
take in the next few months Having listened to what he said, and while being 
in agreement with what he proposed, I must confess that none of these throe 
or four measures will have any immediate bearing on the situation. They are 
long term measures, which will have their effect in course of time. I would 
suggest therefore to the Government of India that if they cannot do better 
than this, they might add one more measure to those that they have 
adumbrated, and that measure is to resign and to make way for another govern¬ 
ment whose voice will be heard with a little more respect and with more atten¬ 
tion by the other countiies of the world 

Yesterday, T think it was, that the Honourable the Finance Member said 
that he would be Verv happy if the matter of the sterling balances was taken 
up by his successor in office, because he realised that the Government which 
would t.nke the place of Jthe present one would have a much better chance of 
securing a fair deal for this country. Unfortunatelv, food is not a matter 
where we can wait for a change of government or allow even a few months to 
pass for some constitutional change We are now discussing whether the people 
in the South and West shall eat or starve in the coining months of this year. 
We cannot wait for political changes or constitution-making and therefore the 
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remedy suggested by the Honourable the Finance Member that we should 
wait till the new Government comes into being cannot apply to this case. 
Evidently, tiie Honourable the Finance Member regards the present Govern¬ 
ment as a care-taker’s government. 

An Honourable Member: An undertaker’s government. 

Mr. M. B, Maaani: As my Honourable friend rightly pomts out, they will 
provt, if they go on at this rate, not to be a caretaker government but an under¬ 
taker’s government I would, in conclusion, say this, that there is only one 
course open to the Indian Members of the Government, if they choose to remain 
in office That is, within the next few weeks, to talk a language different from 
the one they have used before to their British masters, to talk in a language 
which they would understand and, if a response is not forthcoming in the terms 
in which it ought to, their duty, the duty of the Indian Members, will be to 
resign collectively 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson: Mr President, I have listened wdh grejt attention to 
the speech made bv Mr Mah.mi I am very glad that In. in*-oduced a note of 
seriousness into this debate which up to that point, I felt, was rather lacking. 
(Interruption.) My friend opposite twits me on uhat I ha\p ]ust s.iid but he 
and members who were here in our pievious mnrnation will know that we ou 
this side have raised this point on our own mitia^^ive on more than one occasion 
during the past four years and to suggest that we arc not extremely serious over 
this, I suggest, is unworthy 

Wo uie glad that the Food Bepartmoiit have raised this debate Indeed, 
if they had not, we should have raised it ourselves The situation is indeed, 

I think, unpleasant to hear about and it is still more unpleasant to realise that 
the Food Department to some extent are m a cleft stick It they are pessi- 
niiblic they face the danger of supplies disappearing and going underground If 
they are optimistic, they face the danger of being hauled over the coals when 
things turn out bad So, they have considerable sympathy from me on these 
grounds, and equally on the grounds that they act as distributors for an agricul¬ 
tural department over which they only have cooperative control ard for Pro¬ 
vincial Government over whom they have no control at all I will say this about 
the Food Department' they have established in a few years the machinery of 
rationing, of procurement and a system, imperfect though it may be, which will 
place us in a better situation to- meet the difficulties which I fear are coming 
during the current year I wish I could feel with Mr. Masani that it was open 
to this Government to import as much grain as it wanted. I am afraid that 
in the whole world there are people talking like this, and I am afroid it will need 
considerable special pleading on our part to make clear our situation. I doubt, 
for instance, whether in other countries it is fully realised—and indeed I some¬ 
times wonder whether it is even realised in this country—^that everv year we 
have some five million more mouths to feed. That is a point which I feel has 
got to be made known The fact that one or two million people may be starving' 
in Europe carries weight with the nations of the world, hut I wonder how many 
of them realise that in this countiy we have to feed five million more people 
everv year 

Mir. M. Aaal All (Delhi* General): They feed on mother’s milk every year* 
you do not feed them on cereals and rice and wheat. 

Mir, 0. P. Lawioa: I am grateful to my honourable friend for giving mo 
that assistance, but I hope he will treat the matter with the seriousness with 
which T am tHng to treat it. Sir, the Honourable Secretary for the Pood 
Department brings up a problem which to my mind is split into two parts . . . 

lb. Order, order: if the Honourable Member is going to develop 

that point, we may just think of adjourning. I have an announcement to 
make—so that he may not have to stop in the middle of his speech. 
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ID. PmUeilt: 1 have to mform the Honourable Members that for the pur< 
pose of election of members to the Committee to examine the proposals of the 
Bret ton Woods Conference and the Committee to examine the Kail Co¬ 
ordination ticheme, the Notice Office will be open to receive nominations up to 
12 Noon on Friday, the let Felnruary, and that elections, if necessary, will ^ 
held on Monday, the 4th February. The elections, which will be conducted in 
accordance with the Begulations for holding of elections by meaiib of the single 
transferable vote, will be held in the Assistant Secretary's room in^the Council 
House, between the hours of 10-80 a m and 1pm 

The House will now adjourn and re-assemble at 2-80 p m 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Hair Past Two of the Clock 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr G. V Mavalankar) in the Chaur. 

Kr. 0. P. ZAwaon: When the House rose I was saying that the statement 
which we have just received from the Food Department, to me, fell into two 
sections There was the situation as regards the present and the situation as' 
regcirds the future. The present in all conscience sounds bad enoimh. How 
l>ad it 18 I am not in a position to say Nor is the Government itself m a posi¬ 
tion to say We know that serious losses have occurred but we are unable to 
relate those losses to any particular figures. We do not know, for instance, 
whether a loss of, say, 5 midion tons owing to climatic conditions may not have 
heeii teplaced by increase in acreage and increase in yield but on this question 
of statistics I shall have something to say later in my remarks. One thing is 
quite certain, that the danger of stocks gmng undei^und is a very present 
■danger and one which will need every kind of precaution and every kind of 
effort to avoid When one realises that if all the people of this country were 
to put aside one month’s supply that five million tons of foodgrains would be 
removed from circulation, we get some idea of the seriousness of that possibility. 
1 will be told, of course, that the majority of the people arc unable to carry 
so much. I agree but many ron carry so much and many will. For thai 
reason I do see that there is a necessity on the part of the Food Deparianent 
not to paint the picture in too pessimistic terms and I propose as regards the 
immediate present to apply my mind more to what can be done to help the 
situation than to criticise Government for allowing the situation to come about. 

In the first place. Sir, I consider it more than necessary that in view of the 
.fact that much gram (how much we do not know,) is takra into storage there 
should be a drive lio watch the storage conditions. Once again how much grain 
we lose in storage even in Government storage no one knows. It is suspected 
to be something around 5 per cent in Government storage and in private'Hands 
it may even be more and I therefore recommend to Government that they very 
-closely and intensively go into the question of the protection of stocks in storage 
particularly against rats and against insect pests There have lately been a 
number of very imfiortant discoveries in this regard and if Government can 
speed up supplies of these new discoveries I think much can be done to save the 
stock that is in storage 

There is another suggestion that I wish to make and coming from Bengal 
it touches me particularly On other occasions in the previous Assembly I have 
recommended that the question of fisheries and fish supply should receive very 
urgent attention It has received attention but not nearly as urgent as I would 
have desired and I do not think there is any doubt that if fish supply could be 
speeded up and speeded up quickly it would, at any rate, fill some of the gap. 
'^li^en I raised this question before I was that the war being on^ it. was 
Impossible to get trawlers for intensive production of fish and that the ice 
shortage limited the possibility of transport. I suggest to Qovenunent t^t 
neither of these factors now apply and that it should be possible to get the 




meauB of bringing in the Esh from what is after all an inexhaustible supply and 
it uhouU be paasfble to produce enough we to transport it. 

Sir, the danm in -the present is undoubtedly there and I entirely support 
those who say mat every possible efltert must be made to import all we caa 
m tile way of foodgrams but it is equally obvious that the Lord will help those 
who nelp themselves and 1 think we have got to get particularly busy on the * 
production of foodgrams in this country. 

That brmgs me rather to the future than to the present, although much can 
be done if even now we get busy on the coming year's sowmgs. 1 have in fiont 
of me u document circuljited to me with my papers entitled “A [Statement on 
Agriculture and Food Policy m India ” 1 hud it difficult not to express dis¬ 
appointment not so much* at the contents of this paper as at the fact that so 
lUiich of that paper is still a project rather than a reality. It 
IB full of the most excellent suggestions—“It is intended to—,“We expect 
shortly to do this and that" niid thmgs of that kind. But when all is said and 
done the organisations thau the Food Beparmenb itself has produced m three 
or four years are a lesson perhaps to the Agiicultural Department for the lag of 
agricultural development in the past 20 years I have as a matter of interest 
been comparing this document with the Kepoit of the lioyal Commission on 
Agiiculture in India. Tins report is nearly 20 years old and I say without 
hesitation that even if 50 per cent of the recommendations of this report had 
been put into effect we would not find ourselves m the situation m which we 
ai<‘ today. In particular I have been concerned with the lack of statistics 1 
have raised that before in this llouse and 1 am raising it again. I cannot 
sec how the Fo^ Department can ever produce an adequate and sound food 
policy unless they have behind them a better system of statistics. At present 
we do not know what the country is eating. We do not know what the carry¬ 
overs are. We do not know what is lu storage. Some improvement may have 
been made and indeed when I raised this question on the last occasion I was 
told that a gentleman by name, Dr. Mabalanobis, was tounng the provincea 
and was going to produce a system of statistics which would put things nght. 
Sir, I do not know what happened to Dr. Mabalanobis or bis report. 1 have 
never seen either. 

Going through this report of the lioyal Commission on Agriculture, which 
is nearly 20 years old, I pick three recommendations at random. “The statistics 
relating to production and consumption of the cotton crop should m future 
furnish a model for statistics relating to other crops." “Statistics of inland 
trade, rail and nver borne, should be revived forthwith for aU commodities of 
eeouomic importance and not only for cotton. Advantage should be taken of 
the gap in then: publication to re-consider their form and contents.” “The 
present statistical organisation of the Government of India should be 
strengthened by the appointment of a statistician of first-rate ability as head 
of a separate Departinent of Statistics. The appomtment of this officer should 
precede any changes, etc." 1 quote that merely to show how slow the progress 
has been. 

Then, I want to mention the question of price stabilisation 1 consider this- 
to be extremely important because, as a permanency, it is upon* this that 
increase in yield will depend. We have heard of considerable increase in 
acreage and mdeed, speakmg from memory, there are in this country anmoftiing 
over 200 million acres under the plough. An inorease of 6 or 7* million acres is, 
I admit, a good thing. But it is a method whioh is not always economical 
beoauae of the position of this uncultivated land and in course of timA the 
cultivable laud which remains in this coimtry uncultivated would soon be ex¬ 
hausted. The offiy hope is an increase in yield and it is upon the stabihsed 
price factor that "the increase in yield is to come. Perhaps I may go a little 
further into this point and' ei^lain what I mean. Fertilization in thig country 
has not paid except for oertoin money crops. It may be mteresting for the 
House to know, if they do not know it already, that for 16 million acres of 
cvltivaUe land in dH>aa befbse the war no ieaa than 4 ndllion traa ol diewiiffl it 
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fertilizers were applied In Bussia in ten years from a consumption of nil in 
the matter of chemical fertilizers their consumption has reached a figure of 4 
njillioii tons. That, in liussia, is for a population less than half the population 
of this country Now, in this country for food crops, other than sugar, and 1 
exclude sugar because it is to some extent a money crop, no more than 20,000 
tons of chemical fertilizers were used. Something like a further 60 or 70 
thousand tons were used for such crops as tea, coffee, vegetables and sugar. 
Now, that IS purely because the money crops yielded enough return for then 
fertilisation I have used the figures for chemical fertilizers for no other 
reason than that these figures are readily available Any other ferti.izer can be 
used, manure, green manure and the rest, but tlie fact of the matter is that, 
whatever it is, it costs money, and unless an adequate return comes from the 
crop, that crop will not be manured. So, Sir, 1 consider the price stabilization 
to be a most important point and I would hko to hear if some progress has been 
made 


Prof. N. O, Banga: No progress at all, they are bringmg the prices down. 
That IS their only record 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson: Now, Sir, one good word I have to say about this report 
which has been circulated to us it applies a very useful principle, the 
principle of targets, year after year. It announces, once again m the future, 
that a system of targets lor a period of years will be arranged and presumably, 
although it does not say so, provmccs will be asked to guarantee those targets. 
That, Sir, I think is a good method of approach If we can definitely decide on 
a certain stepping up of production and a stepping up of diet, a balancing of 
the diet, then a system of targets could be applied and the provinces could be 
got to guarantee tliose targets if they agree to them beforehand Naturally, 
there would be failures according to weather and so on and reserves must be 
kept to deal with such failures. But what 1 am pajJ;icularly concerned with 
IB the possibility, and I believe it is a present possibility, that provinces, under¬ 
estimate their production for obvious reasons They would like to keep the prices 
up and they would hke to keep themselves on the safe side Now, Sir, price 
stabilisaUon should deal, to some extent, with this bad question of keeping the 
prices up. If targets can be approved and guaranteed by provinces, the question 
of under-estimates should not be so damaging. 

Now, Sir, I want to say one more word before I finish on the subject of rice. 
It concerns us in Bengal very particularly and is most important for the rest 
of India as well We know that something like 80 to 90 million acres in this 
country are under nee and that an yield of somethmg like 12 or IS maunds to 
the acre can be got on an average. Now, that is still less than half of the pro¬ 
duction of China and less than a third of the production of Japan and some 
other countnes. There is no question that there is scope here for a very 
considerable improvement in yield and this will depend upon improved seed 
and upon improved manuring. Possibly, in the course of this debate someone 
from the Government Benches will tell us just how far they have progressed in 
the matter of improved seed, which in rice is most important I have asked 
this question before and 1 am particularly anxious to know how we are going on. 

When one realises that even to m^tain the present standard which is not 
a good one, we must produce half a million tons every year extra food grains, 
onu realises the absolutely vital necessity of looking forward. It is somewhat 
staggering to think that in ten years time, we shall have to be producing any¬ 
thing from five to eight million tons more food grains as an ordinary tiling. Unless 
we have that, we are defimtelv heading towa^ famine conditions. If we can 
increase our rice crop, the yield of our rice crop per acre by only 60 per cent, 
it would still leave it well below the rice production of China, but we would 
liave something like eig^t millibn tons to go on with and it would be re^y a 
good portion of the increase that we have got to midw up. 
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In all these documents before me. I am a httle distressed always to see 
•the problem approached as a static problem We are asked to increase on the 
present basis, but the,problem is not static, the problem is a movmg one, it has 
got to move with the population and it has got to move also with improvement 
m diet. But 1 am convinced. Sir, that what is required to be done can be 
done, and if now we can get on a little bit quicker, if the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment can produce something definite to put before us, even if they go back to 
this nearly twenty year old report, 1 shall be only too pleased. 

In conclusion. Sir, all I can say is that we must undoubtedly do all we can, 
individually and collectively to help the present situation by public opmion and 
to ensure that the steady flow of food grains is mamtained In the future, I 
am convmced that adequacy and indeed excess in production can and must be 
accomplished 

Sil N. Xffaxayanamurtlil: Mr President, it is indeed a strange and happy 
coincidence that this my maiden speech on the floor of this Assembly should 
have been on the same theme which was on the lips of my late lamented friend 
Mr K. S Gupta who was representing my constituency and who died with the 
last words on his lips “no medicine, no food and no clothing” describmg the 
oonditions prevailing m my constituency He was then referring to the condi¬ 
tions prevailing in my District, North Vizagapatam, and parts of Onssa But 
today, since those memorable words were uttered, and that heart-rending 
appeal was made on the floor of this House, has there been any improvement 
lu the conditions? What is the condition today? It is much worse than it was 
Only m one part of the Madras Presidency famine conditions were prevailing 
then, but today even according to the adnussioii of the Government Member, 
a very grf^ye situation is facing the whole of the Madras Presidency, not only 
111 the District of North Vizagapatam and parts of Orissa, and Bayala Seema, but 
also nch distncts like Nellore, distncts in the far south and the west coast of 
Madras Presidency We are today face to face with a crisis, the like of which has 
never been experienced before This morning. Sir, we were given an account 
of what IS being done by the Food Department here It is not statistics, good 
mtentions, resolutions and recommendations of committees that are wanted, but 
real remedial measures as have been suggested by my Honourable-inend, Mr. 
Masani. Immediate import of necessary quantity of food supplies is what is 
wanted That is what has got to be done. In that respect tiie Government 
statement this morning does not throw any light whatsoever. We are told that 
Sir Bobert Hutchings and others are gomg to Washington and London to get 
more food supplies. We are only told &at the matter is engaging the attention 
of the Honourable the Food Member. The Adviser to the Madras Government 
Sir Bamamurti was here only last week in connection with food supplies to 
Madras Province We are told that a discussion took place on this subject at 
« conference, but the inner workings of the Food Department and the outcome 
of that Conference are not known to us. We do not know exactly what is going 
to happen. We are not fully informed on the-subject. This morning’s papers 
announce that the Honourable the Food Member is to lead a delegation So 
Loudon and Washington with regard to the arrangement of adequate food 
supplies to this country. The object of my amendment to the amendment of 
Mr. Masani is to point out that the mere importing of necessary supplies does 
not solve tlie whole problem. In the case of Bengal famine, it was not want M 
supplies in this country that was responsible for tiie same * It was admitted 
on all hands on the au^ority of economists, poUtioians and everybody that the 
Bengal famine of 1948 was a ’’man-made famine” it was due to the artifiual 
conditions, to corruption that was rampant in the whole heirarchy of Supply 
and Food Departments of the Government of India that the Bengal famine was 
brought about Then, Sir, it was only in Bengal and Orissa Tomorrow it is 
going to be an All-India affair, Not only in Madras presidency, but even in 
interior parts of the country, the conditions are no better. We hear harrowing 
acMunts of misery, woe and privation that are facing the people. As has been 
pointed out by Dr. Sir Ziaud^ Ahmad this morning, even in iaforior parts of 
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U.P flven in Mewar, in fact all over India the same pioblem ataree in the facet 
both of the people end of the Govenunent. Whet is remiired now is not mere- 
reoommendetions or reports or statistics but real food to me people. The people 
ere crying for a morsel of food. It is up to the Government to take immediately 
the necessary measures to bnng about satisfactory conditions as early as possible. 


Next I must say that the manner m which the procurement system, for 
which the representative of the Government claimed some credit this morning, 
IS bemg worked is nothing short of a scandal. The way in which these D.S.O.'s 
and C.S.O.’s and other petty oihcials are workmg out this procurement scheme 
in rural areas is scandalous m the extreme These oifacers themselves are 
shareholders iii the booty of the black markets. Batioding is not being properly 
done, with such cure lu rural areas as is being done in urban areas In fact in 
the name of requisitiomng of food grains, these procurement officials pay a mere 
pittance to the cultivators, and rob them of their yield They are in fact share¬ 
holders in the black market They sell licences and permits to the highest 
bidder. In this way the procurement department m the mofussal is rampant 
with corruption. My pomt is that if even tomorrow sufficient supplies are 
obtained from out of India, unless the Government Department is wholly puri¬ 
fied, let it better be abolished as suggested by my Honourable friend Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmad However, 1 am not for the complete removal of controls 
inrimediately I am only for a wholesale purification of the whole system 
Unless this is done, there is absolutely no hope for the future of the food 
problem m Lidia Mere importing of supplies will not solve the whole problem 
Unless the cultivator is actually assured of a reasonable return for his toils, 
and unless he is assured also of a real and adequate supply of his own requure- 
ments, there will be no inducement on his part to work the grow-more-ffiod 
campaign in the manner in which we want him to work it This in fact is the 
object of my amendment to Mr. Masam’s amendmentr and unless the Gbveru- 
ment wakes up betimes and makes necessary arrangements to overhaul the 
whole system a grave situation is sure to face them. This is admitted even by 
the Government. And, when there is mutual agreement on that point why 
- should not the Government immediately take recourse to measures 

to purify and overhaul the working of the whole procurement 
system and establish a better type of food distribution machinery m the country 
Sir, I support the amendment of Mr. Masani and move my own omendinent 
to it. 


Sir Oowujea Jehsngir (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, to say that the posi¬ 
tion is most depressing is to characterise our sentiments in very mild language 
Sir, for my sins 1 come from a deficit province, but it is our good fortune thafl 
so far as food is concerned the administration is far better perhaps than in most 
other parts of India Good administration cannot make up for the deficit and 
when nature is unkind on the top of other handicaps in a deficit povmce the 
House can well imagine the condition of not only my province but the southern 
provinces of India Those who live in surplus provinces do not, I am afraid, 
understand the critical condition of those other Indians who live in the south. 
It is no use today to cry over spilt milk We are in a situation where desperate 
remedies are required. One suggestion in what I may respectfully characterise 
as the very able speech of my Honourable Liend, Mr. Masani, is about imports. 
True, that is the easiest way out in a crisis But we have heard the tde of 
woe about these imports Certainly we must do everything we possibly can 
to help Government to get larger imports at this crifscal time; and I am sure 
therp is not a single Member in this House who would not do his utmost to see 
that larger imports are brought in That is a remedy which is certainly the 
sasiest for us and has been most difficult of accomplishment in the last three or 
four vears But T have nlwavs had one serious complaint against the Food 
Department of the Government of India. T have voiced that complaint in this 
BTouse on several occasions and I desire to voice il once again most emphatieaUy 
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and that is, their lack of control over surplus provinces. We who suffer must 
feel bitterly the Government of India not being able to take steps which we 
bOiieve are m their power to take to procure surplus food from surplus provinces 
to be distributed to those who are sturving. On more than one occasion 1 havj 
had reason to point oui where the Government of India’s orders have been 
delii^d, iuui the Honourable Member m charge of the Food Department sat with 
folded arms and said he could do nothing. 

^ow, Sir, we are told at this eritifal tune of tcrtum steps which the Goveru- 
uio.it ot India arc taking 1 do not wish to repeat all that other iioiiouiahle 
Moiiibai'. li.iio s.iid willi which I .an veiy heaitily in .igieeinuit I w'lsh to 
make a new' point, and it therefore must not be taken that 1 .lo lot '>ii['iioit .i 
gio.it do.il oi what lias btsiu alroaily said It has heon s.iid that thoN iiio taking 
soim* (lomostJi stops aiul t’lov uio ajipro.ichiiig foui provinoos—I think they aie 
I’nnjal), Sind, T P and Uih.ir—and cul'iiig upon thorn to organise a monopo'\ 
of piociirernoiit Surely th.it ought to h.ive been done long ago, that wa** 
suggHsled 111 this House two years ago And is it only now that these steps are 
taken with these surplus provinces? Sir, I am unable to understand that stats- 
meiil When our Goveinment tu B'lnibuy hive been appealing foi the last 
three or four months for assistance in their critical condition, we are today told 
that the Government of India are approaching surplus provinces to go in for a 
monopoly procurement And what reason have we to believe that the instruc¬ 
tions of the Govemnient of India will be carried out’ What reasons have we 
to believe that these surplus provinces will place their surpluses at the disposal 
of the Government of India’ We have no reason to believe that they will do 
so Our past hiatorv and past experience tells us that the Government of India 
may be flouted m the future as they have been flouted in the past. 

\ prcA.n. ' 'ikc mine also produces a noce'>sity of bfi* ‘^li* ^nu> ity .in I niy 
city .ire responsible for the production of the largest quantity of cloth m Tiidii. 
Th.it cloth IS taken tioin us under control at controlled prices and is given to 
those very provinces which refuse to give us tlieir surplus food when we starve 
If the Ooiernment of India <amiot control these proMiices I «nggcst that they 
should hand over the control of cloth to ns in Bombav, to the Bomba\ Govern¬ 
ment, and lot us distribute that cloth equitably and we will see how the surplus 
provinces refuse to give us their surplus food Cannot they withhold that cloth 
from surplus provinces that have refused to give us their food’ Have tli-‘ 
Government of India that pow'er’ If they have, will they exercise if* If thc^ 
cannot do it let them hand over the managemenfc of control of cloth and procui. 
ment of food from other provinces to the Government of Bombay, and we will 
see whether we cannot procure the food we require to save our people and the 
people of southern India from utter starvation and death Will Government 
consider that position? If it is a question of one province against another (Afr 
Manu Stibedar’ "And one department against another" ) let us be equitable in 
all the necessities of life If we have some necessitv of life which is required 
by everybody let us distribute that necessity of life in exchange for that first 
great necessity of life,'namely, food You do not let us do it and you say you 
cannot get us the surplus from other provinces. , 

Sir, I do not wish to deloy the House much longer The position is ciiticcd 
in my province and, as Mr Masani has very ably placed figures before us, if 
there' is to be a further cut in rations we are going below the •sustenance level 
It is bad enough todav but to make it worse would be criminal; and it is 
threatened that if the Government of India do not come to our assistance our 
rations will be cut, yours and mine, Mr President, in Bombay and in the whole 
of the province 

Well, if that is the position and if our rations are to be cut further and if our 
people are to be starved then the time has come when we must take steps for 
ourselves and I demand, Mr. President, that we should be allowed to take 
steps in the directions I have just urged, if the Government think that is going 
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too far, then 1 ask them to lake such steps and to withhold giving our (doth 
made in our part of the country to those who refuse to give us food. 

We have heard for tbe last three years about increased acreage. Perhaps 
Some of my Honourable friends who have been members of this AssemBly during 
the last year or two will remember that 1 challenged the hgures given by 
Govcrniiient. We were told so many moie millions of acres had been brought 
under plough; then we were shown shortages In other places 1 have had to 
protest that it was misleading Today, for the first time, so far as 1 am aware, 
we have been informed that those grand figures of acicage resulted in small 
figures of yield, that is to say that all those encouraging figures which we were 
given of increase m acreage—^which 1 did not believe m and 1 said so m the 
House, and there was a strong protest when 1 sanl so—were incorrect I say, 
my statement has come out correct today, those figuies wcie wrong as the 
yield shows 1 know m^ Honourable friend, the yeciet.iry of the Department, 
has given same loasons wh^ the yield is not in eoirespoiuK'iice with the increased 
neieage ^ •'OUie ot lliosc* >en$un<% might come into effect soinctimes, but 
the\ d’d not come into effect duiing the last thiie years We did not have 
iialuio against us all these three }eais, we did not liave famine m those parts 
of India where theio was a laige increase in acieagc IIow' is it that we are 
told today that the yield is less than w'as expected It is most unfortunate, 
Ml J’resident, and 1 do urge on the Government of India to take this matter 
of our provinces in the South scuously and that if they allow us to starve, 
our Governments w'lll hold them responsible They have done their best, they 
arc doing their best, and if I may say so on behalf of our Governments, we wiU 
hold the Government of India responsible foi any starvation or aiij death that 
overtakes us in future in Bombay and in the southern provinces 

Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda (United Provinces Landholders) 
Sir, I shall not t.ike \ei.\ long ] lm\e \ri\ gre.it pleasme m endorsing my 
Honourable friend, ilr Xauivanamurtln's speech m regard to the districts to 
which he belongs I myself belong to Vizagapatam district although 1 represent the 
United Provinces—I happen to sail in two boats He and I worked in the Ceded 
districts two jenrs ago over this famine question, and in spite of w'hat the country 
has gone through—^the sins of Bengal which ought to recoil on the heads of 
Government—and in spite of that, we find that districts like Godavari, Tanjore, 
Mysore, Gujarat, and the Ceded districts are again heading for a terrible famine 
This is no doubt due to the Government being absolutely incompetent. 

This morning's paper says that Sir Bamamurthi has given a very sad picture 
of what might happen Sir, the proverbial 'muthi bhar channa' is also now 
a doubtful factor Whether our poor people will be able to even get that 
T doubt very much Whilst all this is going on in our country, we find Sir Girja 
Shankar Bajpai saying that all is well in India. His propaganda there has 
reached the very limit I suggest to this House that it is high time that he was 
recalled 

My second suggestion is that whilst we all in this country are facing such a 
temb'e famine is it right that the British and the American troops should stay 
on in this country and take large supplies from us? The war is over and it is 
high time they left our shores If they are staying here merely for the purpose 
of protecting us, I can tell you, Sir, that we do not wish to have their protec¬ 
tion We are quite happy, we do not want other people’s country; we want 
to be self-content and we want our own foodstuffs to be kept to us and not 
sent abroad 

It is scandalous indeed that a European official is sent from this country 
to represent us in America and in England Is it not time for the Government 
to select somebody who represents the people, who can give the people’s point of 
view and not official? It is said that a delegation is soon to proceed to America 
and that it will again consist of officials. I think that is what is on the cards. 
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May 1 suggest that the Qoveiument should, even at this Into hour, think of 
mvitiiig ut least three or four elected Members of this House who can go to 
America and tell them the true state of affairs In my opinion the Food De- 
parlnient’s behaviour of utter disregard to pubhc opimoii is nothing short of 
wntLi oil duck’s back 1 submit that if even now they are not prepared to 'lee 
to llie comforts of the people, it is high time that they should vacate their posi¬ 
tions for someone who represent this country in the truest spirit 

Shrl Sarat Ohandra Bose (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) As 1 may 
not be 111 this House during the later stages of this debate 1 desire, witn your 

leave, to make iny own contribution to it today. The subject mutter of the 

debate is one which has agitated the minds of our people ever since the year 

1941. It assumed larger proportions m 1943 when the man-made famine broke 

out ill BcMigal and m certuin*utlier parts of the country The agitation in the 
public mind became greater As the House knows, famine and pestilence began 
to slalk over iny own province of Jlcng.*)! and also in other paits of thu country 
in tlie \cnr 1943 The aiig(‘l of death began to beat its wings But the light¬ 
hearted revellers in the Covcmnicnt of India and the Oovemnifut of Bengal 
went on nuirily w th their n vels Sir it m.'ikcs one sad to contemplate these 
Ih.ngs 

L'oi feeding (t nation in peaee and in w.ir, threi ihings, to mv mind, are 
necessary firstly, that tlie Oovdnment should lia\u a ‘•trong Scientific Divi¬ 
sion winch IS capable uf advising on a food and nutr.tion {lohcy, secondly, that 
the Govci runout should wlioloheurledly impleinent their ad\ico, and thirdly,— 
and that is, Sir, bv f.ir the most important of the three,—that the Government 
should be eoinplctcly identified with the people and enjoy their absolute con¬ 
fidence It IS such an organization and such a spirit that created a far better 
food situation in countries like Britain, the United States of Amenoa and the 
Soviet Union than we had m this poor country of ours during the last war. 

In England, the policy followed and the action taken by the Biiiish Govern 
iiient/ have, it has been claimed, actually raised the nutritional level, parliou- 
Imiy of the poorer sections of the population In fact, Sir, it has been stated 
that the average stature of the British boy of 12 today is about 2^" higher than 
it was before the war Britain, as is well known, is a country which normally 
produces far less food than she requires for her consumption; and yet, so suc¬ 
cessful has been the policy of the British Government regarding home produo- 
tioii and imports of food, that not only has death from starvation been preven¬ 
ted, but people have been given more nutritious, if rather montonpus, food, 
during the war than before 

Let us examine, now. Sir, the steps that were taken by the British Govern¬ 
ment which led t3 such good results under such difficult conditions. 

The Scientific Division of the Ministry of Food in England calculated first 
tlie nutritional needs of the total population of Great Britain in terms of various 
categories of foodstuffs according to an internationally accepted optimum^ nutxi- 
tioiial standard In looking after these nutritional needs, they 'consi¬ 
dered the requirements for different age groups of the population of 
different occupations, as well as the special nutritional needs of 
expectant and nursing mothers. It was, indeed. Sir, a most thorough caloula 
tion of the exact needs of the population and, if I may add, a most thorougl 
consideration of all the essential nutritive elements required for maintaining 
the highest nutritional level After such calculation and conaideration, the 
Scientific Division in Great Britain proceeded to get the figures of pre-war home 
production of food and decided which categories of foodstuffs should be grown 
in larger quantities according to a "Grow More Food Campaign”—^unlike the 
‘Grow More Food Campaign’ in India—and which should be imported in order 
to meet the deficit in existing home production. They advised increased pro¬ 
duction of the bulkier foodstuffs like cereals, potatoes, etc-, and recommended 
importation of certain quantities of wheat and wheat products, and more parti¬ 
cularly of concentrated protective foodstuffs like egg powder, milk powder, oran ' 
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juice, liver oils and otuer vitauiiu couoeutrates. They recoiniueiided coiiipuisury 
teedmg ot miiif and certum protective loodstuils particuluiiy lo the su-uailed 
vuiuerabte groups ot tiie pupuiution, nameiy, children and expectant and nursing 
motliers lliey aiso unvibe\.l the (.siabiistimeut ot cuinmuiuty feeding centres 
called “ilntisli rcstuuiaiub \iheie cheap ana nutritious meals >\ere to be pro¬ 
vided Coniminiity Iccdmg was also recommended through factory canteens 
Milk was lecoiniiieiidcd to be distiibuted to the vulnerable groups of the popu¬ 
lation liibi and then, if available, to otheis The Scientitic Division of the 
Ministry of Food also carried out legular investigations with human subjuats 
reg.inling the etfeet that tlie i urieiit lationing and other administrative measures 
had on the licalth of selected gioups ol the popunitioii The lationmg policy 
was subject lo perioilical leviews in the light ot those lebiiltb 

iSir, that wab not all The IJiitish (aoveiiuuciit showeil a high degree ot 
responsibility to the Jlritibli people under its ch.irgc by loyally implementing 
almost .ill the bcieiitilie udviee without exception The\ provided shipping 
space for all the food that was needed to be imported into the country and also 
helped the increased pioduetion of more food ui the country pnntipally by means 
of the system of subsidy Let me remmd the Government of Thdia, which is 
represented on the Treasury Denches before me, that thioughout the war period 
the Dntish Government subsidised the growing of food directly from the Exche¬ 
quer to the tune of over Its 2UU crores amiuully and recently they have sanc¬ 
tioned about its 4(X) erores for direct subsidy for food production The policy 
of the Goveiiimeiit there was to buy foodstuffs ut remunerative prices from 
growers and to sell them at greatly reduced jiriccs to the consumers That 
policy was mainly responsible for the success of the ‘‘Grow Moic Food Campaign’' 
and for stabilising prices and bunging foodstuffs within the iiieans of all consu¬ 
mers, nch and poor In no case of a staple foodstuff did the price go up more 
than 26 per cent above the pre-wai pnce level The British Government’s 
subsidy covered all the important fo^stuffs including cereals, potatoes, milk 
and meat Potatoes were sold m England at 2^ annas a seer during th»* war 
And I call to irnnd todaj that thiring my detention da>s 1 read m the papers 
that potatoes were sold at some places m India ut the rate of Es .i per seerl 

As reganls imports of food, the British (.lovernmcnt never pleaded inability 
to provide shipping space for the importation of fixid that was necessary for 
feeding the people at an uptimiim nutritional level In fact. Sir, throughout 
the waf, sufficient stores of food were niamtainotl in England, not only for cur¬ 
rent oonsiiniptioii, but also for consumption over a period of many months It 
is this complete synthesis betw'ccn scientific advice and administrative measures, 
a synthesis which is altogether absent in our country, which has given such 
good results in England 

When. Sir. we compare the policy of the Government of India with that of 
the British Government, what do wo find? The jcontrast is glaring, indeed. 
Rationing was introduced in India quite late in the war, although the position 
of food supply was not unknown to the Government, and nothing was done 
even when the price-index of foo<lstuifs should have indicated to the Govern¬ 
ment that large masses of people were already living on a stravation diet 
Yet, the Government of India keeps on its pay-roll an Economic Adviser, whose 
duty ought to have been to draw the attention of the Government to the serious 
economic and food situation in the country as early as 1941 or 1942. The Gov¬ 
ernment of India lnt<*r ple,aded ignorance of the impending crisis, whereas even 
lay people kritew from a general knowledge of the soaring prices of the basic 
foodstuffs like rice and wheat th.it tens of millions of people w’ere already going 
hungry Sir, a complete cleavage such as this between the Government and 
thp people, whom it -has undertaken to govern, has not any parallel at all in 
history, modem nr ancient 

Rationing began in India, as the House will remember, almost, towards the 
end of the war, except in the Province of Rombav which had introduced ration¬ 
ing earlier with commendable foresight When ultimatelv rationing was intro¬ 
duced, the system was not based on the optimum nutritional requirements of 
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tile ijuop.e of India, and even now rauomug covers only the cereals and sugar 
wlieieas jjracticoily all loodstults, including potatoes, eggs, meat, lisli, etc., arc 
m hliort supply and should have been rulionea. Iho rationing sysiein therefore 
does not seem to take cogii sauce ot the ehect of its operation on the hea th ol 
the people and does not even tend to meet the iiutiitiouaL lequireiiienib ol the 
pcojile according to modciii uutiitional standards. It is typical ol the Ooveru- 
iiK'iit of Jndni that it li.is a Hationaig Adviser—1 repeat, it is typical ol the 
(.rovoininent ot India and the Ooveriimeiit of India alone among all the govorn- 
incnls 111 the world that it has a liationiug Advisei,—who is not an expert on 
food niul nutiition, is not even an Indian, and is hardly familiar with the 
nitiinate food habits of our people I 

In spite of the tact that food subsidy has played a most important ro'e m 
the production ot more food in England and lu stabilising the prices there, no 
approach even to this question has been made by the Government of Ind a. 
It IS v\ell known that large sections of the population aie not able to buy even 
the ration of iieo that is arowod There is no leasoii why the Uoveriirnent of 
India should not follow the same poLcy as Eiig.and and buy at least the food- 
grains—rice, w'he.it and millets—at renuiiicratne pnci k Irom the growers and 
sell iboni at reduce l prices to the conbuiner'' Tn 1-lnt.iin the Go\emraont is 
doing it foi all foodstuffs and the Goveinriient is hmling money for it there 
Tlicieby the Governinent in England is distiibutuig tb' burden ot the higher 
cost of foodstuffs over the cnl re mition instead of compelling the lower ncome 
groups to starve Why cannot this policy. 1 ask, be follow'ed with lespect to 
.it Ic.ist one or two impoit.mt fo^idstuffs I'kc rice and wheat** Tf money can bo 
found to finance tlu' war, snrelv monc,\ can be Lun’ to fin >nce the feeding of 
the I ooplo If money can be raised by loans for makmg weapons of destruction, 
surolv money can eas ly bo raised by loans fi*r keeping the peop’e alive The 
(ro^enlmellt of India savs tlnit it i>» m.iking huge plans for the future recons¬ 
truction of India, hut apparently it has no p'nn .it all for putting nutritious food 
into the mouths nf the peopV who are requiri'd t > reconstruct the country I 
Budgets running into tliouaands and thousands of ciores of rufees are be ng 
produced on p.iper,—on paper, I say,—for future ])lniis of development but at 
present no sufficient or substantial amount has been allotted for subsidy to the 
growers, which could have helped immediate prodnetion of mQre food and also 
the bringing of foodstuffs within the mans of the poorer sect ons of our people 

Uegnrdiiig imports, again, the huk of shipping sp.iee has often been pleaded 
111 the past for not getting f<x>d into our countiy, while th.it plea was never put 
forward by the JJrtish ftoveninicnt lo justify stnnation in their own country 
Even now', allocation of food to India is going by defau't, because the Comb ned 
Food Boaid at Washington, to which reference was made by my friend, Mr. 
M R Masani, which makes the allocation of the w’orld's food supply for the 
United Nations, has no representative w'ho can speak directly for India It was 
reported in the press the other day that oven tlie Food Secretary of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, who went to Washington to plead for the import of, as far as I 
remember, about 1-J million tons of nce and wheat into Indio, w.as not al’ow'ed 
to represent the case of Indio directly to the Combined Pood Board b\ the re¬ 
presentative of the British Government,—our Trustees, as they describe them¬ 
selves! I repeat Sir, that the Food Secretary of the Government-if Ind'a who 
went to Washington to plead for the import of about H million tons of rce and 
wheat into India was not allowed even to represent the" case of Tnd'n directly to 
the Combined Food Board by the representative of the British Government, 
but had greatly to scale down India’s demand and channel it through the Bri- 
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Sir, there has been a lot of talk about hoarding and mal-practice in India 
in relation to the food situation, and the Government of India during the last 
three years has always taken cover under that plea. Some of it is, of course, 
undoubtedly true, but it is clear that even the tendency to hoard in this country 
results largely from the fact that the people do not trust the Government to 
give them the food they need. And who can say from millions of deaths from 
starvation that that mistrust is unjustified? The crux of the problem lies m 
this—that a national government does not exist either at the Centro or in the 
Provinces, which could have inspired the confidence of our people, could have 
put through measures of subsidy by raising loans, if necessary, and would have 
considered itself responsible for even a single death occurring in this country 
from starvation. If only the Government of this country had identified them¬ 
selves with the joys and sorrows of our people, with their fortunes and misfor¬ 
tunes, as the British Government at home did with reference to the people of 
Britain, it would have pursued the same or sirni’nr measures which were taken 
in Britain and would not have allowed a single Indian to die in this country 
from starvation. Science is at our bidding, even to produce food from wood, 
as was done in Germany But nothing is of any avail if the Government has 
neither a heart nor brains, and if the Government continues to be what it was, 
say thirty years ago, when one of the Secretaries of State for India described 
it as “too wooden, too inelastic,, too antediluvian ” 

Sir, I have had considerable opportunities given to me by the Governmeut 
of India between December 1941 and September 1945 to study the subject and 
I have given much thought to it, and I desire now to place before this House 
certain concrete proposals of my own to deal with the situation 

The concrete proposals 1 would put forward are 

(1) that the Government must subsidise the production of staple food¬ 
stuffs by raising loans, national or mtemational, if necessary, 

(2) that the Government must bnng the prices of staple foodstuffs within 
the means of the poorest of the poor; 

(3) that the Government must base the rationing system on the optimum 
nutritional requirements of our people and not merely on the basis of giving 
our people a few grams of nee or a few grams of wheat; ' 

(4) that the Government must take all help from science and technology to 
grow and produce more food; 

(5) that the Government must bring pressure to bear on the rombined Food 
Board to see that from the world pool of foodstuffs this country’s requirements 
are met, no less.than the food requirements of Britain, and 

(6) that constont checks are kept regarding the effect of all food measures 
on the health of the population. 

The raison d’etre of a civilised government, according to modern concepts, 
lies in raising the standard of living of the people I know that the Govern¬ 
ment of India 18 neither civihsed nor Indian nor even a Government worth the 
name But every Government, which calls itself civilised, has to accept 
responsibility for not only feeding the people but feeding them at an optimum 
nutritional level. In so far as the Government cannot do it. it must quit and 
make room for another government which can take and discharge the responsi¬ 
bility for feeding the people The Government of India have one of two alter¬ 
natives before them—either to root out corruption, inefficiency and nepotism 
within their own ranks and work hard for the well-being of the people, or to 
work their way out .of this country, which they turned into a graveyeurd in the 
years 1948 and 1944. 

Hr. Tamlinddin Khan (Dacca cum Mymensingh Muhammadan Bural): 
Mr President, I do not know whether any fruitful result will come out of 
this debate, because I think that we are moving and having our being in an 
atmosphere of unreality I think the crux of the present situation is that we 
must get adequate food from somewhere and that casd was given away by the 
Government India representative when he stated that Sir Bobert Hutohings 
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is coming back empty-handed from Amenca. If that, is so, 1 do not know 
what fruitful purpose will be served by a debate like this. The very fact that 
Sir liobert Hutchings has not been able to do anythmg m America is a sad 
commentary on the tall talk that we had on the door of this House yesterday 
about the status of India. It shouts that we have hardly any status any¬ 
where in the world, and we cannot have that status unless we acquire that 
status ourselves I do not know how the case of India was put before the 
Combined Food Board, and 1 have a good deal of suspicion and I agree with 
Mr. Masaiii that the case was not properly put. 

Many things have been said about the Bengal famme or the famine in India 
that we hud in 1943: aiu^ u good deal has been said about the responsibility for 
that famine I do not like to enter mto any controversy over that unfor¬ 
tunate chapter But I would like to say one thing Had there been no war, 
would there have been apy fainine m Bengal m 1943? Certainly not. There¬ 
fore, wiioever was responsible foi the war was responsible for the famine ot 
1943. If that IS so. then the 3 inillions of people who died, either as the 
direct result of famine out of starvation, or who died of diseases that came in 
the wake of the famme were none but war casualties If that is so, then I 
think tiiat India suffered in the last wai far mure than any other country in 
the world, and in that view, was not India entitled to have a few millions 
of tons of wheat th.it India demanded from the Combined Food Board’ 1 think 
our case was not put there proper'^ That was one reason, and the otner 
reason was that actually we have got no status As long as the present condi¬ 
tions pre\uil, we shall not have that status, and our voice will not be heard 
with that respect in the comity of nations with which it would have been 
heard had we acquired that status Now, it is futile to talk about that just 
now on the floor of this House, but I would like to ask the Government 
whether the Government have actuaUy done what little it was possible for them 
to do I think not Did they do anything in 1943? The Pood Department 
itself was started very late, as lias been said by everybody Let that go. But 
still I think so far as the present position is concerned, the only thing for us 
to do 18 to get food from somewhere outside India, and I have already dealt 
with that 

The next thing is about more production in India. So far as that is con* 
ceriied, it is not going to produce any immediate results and it will not avert 
the present danger, but still, if the Government of India was careful in 19-i3. 
then sometlmig perhaps might have been done. They did not do anything in 
1943. Did they do anything m 1{M4^ Did they do anything much iii 1046? 
Probably they will say they did a great deal. Yes, they 4ld in their own way 
It has been said and we know it, that every 5 million mouths are 
being added iii India Are we making adequate preparation for that? 
We must stand on our own legs if we have to feed the future generations 
that are coming, and for that what is necess.iry is adequ.ite planmug, somewhat 
on the Jiues of liussia. If the Government of India had thought of making some 
five-year plan or seven-year plan in 1943, probably some result would have been 
produced by now If they had done something in 1044, that also might have 
produced some results now But they have not done that I therefore thuik 
that the Government of India has not done what it was possible for them, 
to do. Now, of course, they are talking of planning. I do not know when these 
plans will be made and when these plans wiU be executed and how we are 
going to fare till these plans begin to bear fruit. However, that is another 
question What I would like to say is this, that as long as we live under the 
present conditions, it will not be possible for the Government that holds sway 
today to make any such plan Unless the real representatives of the people are 
on the Treasury Benches, nothing like that plan can be produced by people 
who are not responsible to the people. I am very glad that I am being appre¬ 
ciated by my friends on my right (An Honourable Member- “Every one will 
do it”.) The only trouble is that we are not able to combine to wrest power 
from unwilling hmds. 
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Tbe Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) May 1 ask 
the Honourable Member whether he will come on to the Treasury Benches—he 
himself? 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan: I nm \oi\ thankful for the invitation and in reply 
I W'Oiild like to 4H\ that our offer is quite open, it is open to England .ind open 
to our friends on my riglit To the lattci 1 would say “Just eoine in the wake 
of the Muslim T.eiiguu and hdlow (he lead of the Quid-c-Az.nn and then only 
wo shall bo able to wrest powoi from unwilling hands" 

Howcveii Sir 1 would like to s.iy tli.it as long as the present condition^ con¬ 
tinue, there IS hardlv .m\ hope of rehoMiig the present situation Conditions m 
Madras and Buinha\ are voiy proe.irious, wo h.i\e been told Conditions in 
[Bengul also are none too bright There aie other pro'.iiiccb where also similar 
conditions aie probably ]ii(‘\ailing What ate we to do Sir Zia I’ddiii h.is said 
that he is not \oi\ much impressed b\ the partial rationing that has been intro¬ 
duced in some parts of India I agree with him there Tn spite of the 
dilheulties that pi evaded in Bengal in 194*3 I think that so m.m\ people would 
not have died if wholesale rationing could ha\o been introduced in Bengal but 
in those da\s that was not possible We have how'ever learnt lessons now and 
I do not know win at least on regional basis full rationing should not be intro¬ 
duced m those .ireas where there .ire cither famine conditions prevailing or 
where there arc apprehensions of faniiiie in the neai future Tender full rntion- 
mg some fieople will eat less, but people who are in danger of stanation will be 
^aved Theiefore I think if it is impossible to introduce rationing in tin* whole 
of Tndia, at least in those ireas where there is danger of f.'imine full rationing 
should b(' introduced on a legional basis In th.it case peop e will not die and 
they will bo '^aied I trust that some considiration w'lll be given to this sugges¬ 
tion 

Sir Zia rddiii has suggested m his .mieiidment that the Vood Dep irtnu*nt 
should be abolished 1 do not think he was serious m making that siiegestion 
He 4.did so bceaiise he s.iw so tnaiu fadings in the Pood Department, because 
lie s iw coimption iile eieiiwheie in the Pood Dep.irtmcnt Th.it 's wliv he 
-aid so r.ithei iii bitterness but T do not tliink that he actuallv meant that the 
Pood Dcpaitiiient under present circumst.iuces shoidd be abolisbod {An 
lIonourab"e Member “Wb\ not?") 1 think something must be done about 
food and that can be done only by a ]iroper department Whether there should 
be a separate Pood Department or wdiether then* should be a Department of 
Agriculture which will 'leal with the food question is a matter which requires 
coiisiderition liut T do not think that the Department can he abolished here 
and now' 

With tbfse wolds I support the amendment 

Babu Bam Nanyan Skigh (Chota Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan) Sir, 
the situation in iii\ province of Bihar is worse than the situation described 
hitherto There the question is what to eat and how to hve Last monsoon was 
not favourable The result is that paddy seeds w'ere not sown in time Trans¬ 
plantation was not also done in time and the result is that produce is very very 
low throughout the province and especially in my constituency of Chota Nagpur 
the yield is luirdly over 15 jier cent The yield has gone down at least by 75 
per cent This is not an imaginary figure I am a cultivator myself Tn the 
fields where 1 ii-ed to get some 100 mauuds of paddy, I have got 10 to 15 
mmiiids This is' the situation throughout Chota Nagpur In the parts of 
the province wheio there is canal or good irrigation system, the situation may 
be a bit bettei but on the whole the situation throughout the province is the 
same The foodgrisins which are surplus in one area are not allowed to move 
to other areas which are deficit and the result is plenty in one area and starva¬ 
tion 111 another Take for instance the district of Durbhanga It is a rice 
producing centre It used to produce sufficient paddy to export to the surroud- 
ing districts but now owing to the ban on mter-district movement of food grains, 
there is scarcity of rice even in the Darbhanga district. The situation is the 
same in Champaran district. There is a ihana called the Dhanhar Thana. My 
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Honourable friend, Mr 13. B. Vunna, lias just got a letter from his home 
di‘«tiiet witli the* iiifoniialioii that poor people have not got any paddy to eat 
hichdi on tho Sanhrant daj At the same time we know that ChamparKii 
disfjict c.ni ]»iodm*(> siilhcient paddy which ean also be exported to other distncth 
'|'liou<?aiids and thnn^.mds of e.irts loaded with nee used to go from ('hainparaii 
distiiet to the Saraii district Now, the iiiter-district ban has prohibited that 
, 111(1 the result is that the cultiv.itorh arc not getting sufficienf price for their rice 
111 the (’hnnipaian disliict w'hilc people in Saran district are aetually starving 
(It being hour of the Clock ) 


MOTjON FOR ADJOCRNMrNT 

ll.I.-THKl lMI NT OF T \ \ MhN IN B\HMil K(> VKIf CaMP 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West l‘iui|ab Xon-MuhanuiKidan) Sir, I beg to move 
the adjounniieiit o* tins Ibrns.* to discU' a matter of urgent piililie iiiiportaiiee 
of lecent origin n niicK “The bud d trcnlirient nnted out to T N A personnel 
detuincd in Uie Uidiadiiigaih euiup" 

Witli \our |>( iiiiissioii Kii, I intend to deal not only with thi^ Bahaduigarh 
caniji but also witli the leports that have come in legard to other camps, 
namely, the \t1oelv camp, the Multan camp, the Nilganj camp and the Jubbul- 
poiv can p u .ippaient the lepoit^ that w< ha\e iee>ived are not of a very 
detinh d nnluiv aiul iii tlu \ei> nate'e ot things it is uuposoible to ha\e received 
dotiiiled luporis It was up to m\ Honourable fiitnd the Aimy Seerotaiy, up 
to the (’ominandiT-tn-Cliief and up to *be (Government of India to have Uiken 
the jiublic into then eonhdi nee ,ind told the pubiu eNiictlv what tho state of 
affairs was ui regind lo these detained men 

Taking the ease of Bahaduigarh e.unp fiist, T understand that there were about 
;3()(K) men who had been luought back from Geimanv, who had formed them- 
sel\es into an Indian National A»ni\, oiiginnllv under the inspiration of Shree 
Bubhiis Chan.ha Boso But when they wore eaptiired after having engaged m 
.1 fight whieh as tliev believed w.ts u iiglit foi the lilieratiou of Lidia, they 
were, I am told, niteiioy.ited in Euiope But having been brought to this 
eounlrv and having aln idv been inteiiog.*t<*d, thc\ were taken to the Bahadur- 
gaih eamp and we'e subjected to interrogation again there In fnet, they are 
still being inteiiocated in the Bahadiirg.irh camp I have no objection to iny 
Honoui.ihlu fiK'iiils iiiteuog.iting these inai hm f Inive .t v’erv serious objection 
to their importing into this eountiv in the tieatmenl of oiu men whom we 
consider to be patriots the nietho<ls of hrutnlitv to which some British people 
abroad have got accustomed through the centuries In the Bahadurgarh camp 
today, I am told, there are about 1,800 men out of the original number that was 
detained there Tho tieatmont that thev are subjected to is m no sense less 
brutal than the treatment against which inv honourable friends over there raised 
their voice in protest throughout the Councils of Europe, the treatment meted 
out by the Geminns to their own men T am surprised, when I am told, that 
some of these I \ A men—about 30 or 40 or 60 of them—are going to be detain¬ 
ed out of the large miiuber tliat thev have' under arrest and that they will be 
tried, and tried for what’ On uceovint of the brutality alleged against them Is 
my honourable friend also going to trv those officers vvho were guiltv of brutality 
against these innocent, unarmed men in these camps? 1 v^ant an answer 
from iny honourable friend when he gels up to speak In this camp, which 
covers an area of 4 miles, the men are segregated into various barbed wire 
cages such as those which we ourselves used when we weie the detenus of my 
honourable friend over there In these barbed wire cages they w’ere given the 
most aboininnblr* treatment that anv human being could be given They were 
not allowed to correspond with their relatives; they were not allowed to see 
their relatives, they were not tdlowed any books; and if anyone of them dared 
to utter the national cry or sing a national song to keep up his courage, my 
honourable friend’s bayonets were there to see to it that they did not repeat 
this process of shouting national cries.' 
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PiOf. V. ’O. Buga (Ountur cum Nellore: Non-Muhammadan Bural): AU 
this happened to us also. 

Diwan Ohamu Lall: It did happen to all of us. 

SJt. N. y. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
I have marks of lathi charges on my head 

Diwu Ohamu Lall: 64 of our men also bore the marks of lathi charges on 
their heads in one of the jails m Multan But my honourable friend sitting over 
there is proud that he has done these things The time will come when he will 
rue the day that he did these things My honourable fnend should realise that 
this 18 a matter of very grave national concern We do not consider these 
men who have fought, for the freedom of their own, country anything but great 
patriots Wc look upon them as patriots It is possible that there may bo two 
views taken on this matter, hut there can be only one view regarding the patrio¬ 
tism of these men [ cannot belie\c that any reasonable man in this country 
would not raibe his \oiCti in protest against the brutal treatment that has been 
meted out to them , 

On the 7tli of Janiiaiv, a gentleman of the name of Mr TTuelin, I belie\e. 
who was the Conimandant of Baliadiirg.ich camp, issued a proclamation In 
that proclamation he said “It is my object me.inwhile to give you’’—addressing 
the prisoners—“a high standard of administration’’ What was this high 
standard of adimnistration that this Commandant was guilty of^ One of the 
men in this camp was ordered on fatigue duty He was sick and was unable 
to do this duty Because he was unable to do this duty, he was ordered by 
Huelin or whoever was in charge—some Subedar Major—to be bayoneted. 
When the order was given to the Ouard to bayonet this man, be it said to the 
glory and honour of that Guard that the\ refused to bayonet this man And I 
hope whenever sirmlar instances take place Indian soldiers m the Indian army 
will refuse to obey such brutal orders This Subedar Major then reported to 
the British Major as to what had actually happened The British Major arrived 
at the scene of aotioni rebuked the men, insulted the men, insulted the national 
tri-colour flag, hurled abuse upon our leaders and insulted the nation It was 
a bit too much for these prisoners, unarmed ns they were, powerless and help¬ 
less as they were, it N\as too much to bear this, and there is no doubt that the 
Major was roughly handled. 

Some HonouraUe Members on Oongress Benches: We would have done the 
same 

Diwan O h a m a n Lall: If I had been m the same place, 1 would in all pro¬ 
bability have done the same thing What was the result? This particular 
Major reported the matter to the Colonel The Colonel then called in the Indian 
Cavalry No 76 and ordeied this Cavalry also to bayonet the men who had taken 
this action against the Major And you will here pay a tribute to the men of 
the Indian Cavalry No 76 that each one of them refused to obey this order. 
Not satisfied with this, the Colonel lesorted to the Gurkhas. Thinking that 
they are not part of India, he got hold of a Gurkha company The Gurkha 
company was called and may I also pay a tribute to them that even they refused 
to bayonet the men. Next morning, 300 of these men were taken to an empty 
cage and ordered to double for a period of two hours Irrespective of tho fact 
whether they were sick or fit to undertake such arduous duty, they were ordered 
to perform this, duty When these men refused to do this because they were 
exhausted, another company, a more pliant company, of Gurkhas was called and 
the exhausted men lying on the ground were bayoneted by my honourable 
friend’s representatives in that camp. Thirty-four of them received injuries 
One of them, a man named P.Tas Bam, received as many as seven wounds in 
ihat particular condition And all this was done because these men would not 
stop from shouting the cry of ‘Jai Hind’. 

Htmonrable Manbers on Oongress Benebes: Jai Hind, Jai Hind 
Honourable Members on Muslim League Benches: Pakistan zindabad. 
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Diwan Ohaiium Lall: My honourable friends on by left ought to realise 
when I say this that a large number of them were Muslims and 1 hope my 
honouruble friends will give due credit to these men for having stood bravely 
as bravo patriots irrespective of the fact that action was taken against them 
by the brutal representatives of my honourable friend over there What waa 
the sequel? The punishments that were inflicted upon these men thereafter 
became of a frightful and exceedmgly fanciful nature. My honourable 
friends over there happen to be Christians, they are familiar with the Cross^ 
the cross of suSenng Apparently my honourable friends also mvented the 
cross m fiahadurgarh camp Two poles were put three feet apart, and four 
pulleys attached to these poles. The two hands of the prisoner were tied with 
ropes to the two legs afld the ropes of the hands were pulled until the hands 
weie paiullcl with tlie legs In that condition, these men were kept until 
they fell senseless and no medical attention w'as paid to them 

An HonouraUe Member: Court martial them 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: My honourable fiiend can lest ussuied that there will 
be court martial for these torturers when we get power They should be court- 
martialled for such brutalities coniniitted ugaicst our men These people 
became sick, they were dangerously ill, and when they were taken to the 
hospitals, some of them died on the way If that is the treatment meted out 
to our men, we can well believe that they did much worse things. Now, Sir, 
what does the Press Communique issued by the Government say? Some mem¬ 
bers of a press agency visited this camp. The Commandant seems to have 
said to them that puiiishments inflicted for serious offences were strictly accord¬ 
ing to rules May I ask my honourable fnend whether this particular punish¬ 
ment was strictly according to rules? Punishment for what‘^ Punishment 
because these people wanted to sing their national songs, punishment because 
these people raised their voice of protest against the brutal treatment meted out 
to them 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has three minutes more 

Diwan Ohamsn Lall: Sir, I will not take up more of your iime in icgard 
to this matter But there is one httle matter which I want to bring to the 
notice of this House before I sit down. The same story is narrated as far as 
Attock 18 concerned, as far as Multan is concerned There are allegations 
that men were taken out and they were beaten and their bodies were thrown 
into the river. No information is available to us m regard to that matter and 
why this action w'as taken in regard to those persons In regard to Nilgan} 
also, in a similar manner at dead of night on 25th September, 1045, a Captain 
and a Major came in and one of the prisoners was abused by these two men 
and when the prisoner protested and asked them ns to why they were abusing 
him, they said, "we will show you exactly what we are going to do to you.” 
The Major and the Captain, named, 1 believe. Comer, ordered that the British 
troops should be called in, an alarm was given to the British troops and they 
arrived Ammunition was collected, positions were taken on the east, south 
and west of the camp Arms were loaded There was one Bren gun and one 
Tummy gun in the east, south and west comers each and the remaining troopa 
had rifles The Captain came in the Camp with a strong Guard and gave orders 
tliat all the prisoners should fall in in the Volley-ball ground* At that time 700* 
prisoners had gathered The Captain again started abusing the men. One of 
the prisoners protested and in reply the Captain gave orders to fire and also 
opened fire himself In the meantime the fire started from all sides inside the 
camp. Nine were wounded and five died on the spot Their names weror 
Karnail Singh, Thanga Baju, Mariappan, Mohammad Kasim and Karuppayya. 
Although all of them were wounded and lying on the ground, what was '^"ory 
that issued from their lips? The cry of 'Netajiki Jai’. The erv of ‘Jai Hind *. 
Such is the brave material which is being treated in this fashion by the re> • 
presentatives of my honourable friend over there. T hope my honourable 
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trieiid will agree that this is serious enough a inattur which merits the 
immediate atteutioii of the House 
Mr. Freudsnt: Motion moved 
‘ That the Assembly do now adjourn ’’ 

Sardar Mangal Smgh (J'.cust runjab Sikh) Sir, I to suppoii llie motion 
that has been so ablj pul iuiwaid b> my lluiiouiablu fiieiid, Hiwaii Chaman 
i.all The a hole qiieistioii of the tie.itmuiit ut I N A is a \ery sad chaptei of 
the pieseiit da\ lliiti'sh admmistration, especially when we liiid that the nutioiial 
uilines similarly rai»>e(l m biiiularly situated conditions have been differently 
tioated I should like to rommd the House that the Xation.il army raised by 
the iJuimese have been absoibed by the Government in their piescut day aimicb, 
anil 1 submit a similai tie.itmeut eauld have been given to the 1 \ A men 
Public opinion is groat'y agit.ited ovei the tieatineiit ot 1 N A people lieie. I 
am glad, Sn, that His Excellency the Coiumander-iii-Cliiet lemitted the 
sentences on the thice I X A oilieers who weie the tirst to be iourt-martialled. 
'lliis net has created good teelnig in the eouutiy, imt the news ot ill-tre.itTiient 
from various camps, ab h.is been suited by iiiv 1 lonour.ibJe friend, l)i\vau 
Chaman Lall, is spoiling that good feeling 1 submit. Sir, that the Government 
of India <;liould reconsider the whole situation and drop the prosecutions and 
lelease the I X A men I w'oiild not take up much of the time of the House 
I vvibli with yuiir permission. Sir, to draw the attention of the Government 
to the sad incident which happened in the lied Fort, Delhi, rnoie than .i year 
ago I refer to the deaths of two 1 X A oflicors who were iletained in the Red 
Fort They are Cajit iMaghar Singh of Kapurthalo infantry and Lt Ajmer 
Smgh of 1/C) Piinj.ib Regiment It is alleged th.it these two oflicers were 
captured oi’ tlie Implial front m September 1944 The\ wore taken to the 

Red Fort for inlorrogation It is fuither said that ou iith Xovember, both these 
oflicers snatched away the rifle of the sentry who went there in the verandah to 
switch off the light and that bv that gun they shot ilioiuselves dead This is 
the only piece of information wliiuli we came to know after thirteen months of 
the incident The Goveinment of India did not even whisper a word that such 
nil incident had happened It is said that they shot themselves on 5th Xovem¬ 
ber, 1944, but the Goveinment of India communique was issued on 2nd Decem- 
nier, 1945, exactly thirteen months after that And this even was done when 
the news leaked out in the press Then the Goveiiiinent of India eame forward 
and issued a communique which runs as follows 

"Beportfl published in certain sections of the press that three I N A ofiScers imprisoned 
in the Red Fort, Delhi, committed suicide m the past few days due to ill-treatmeiit and 
that the fouith had gonel mad and was in mental hospital, are inaccurate, says a Press 
Mote 

Facts are that two officers, Lt Jiwan Smgh and Lt Ehsan Qadir arc now patients onder- 
eoing treatment in a military hospital, the former suffering from malaria and the latter 
From nervous breakdown 

Lt Ajmer Smgh and Lt Maghar Singh were captured on Imphal front in June last year 
and were brought to Delhi where they were imprisoned m Fort These two oflicera 
committed suicide on the evening of November 5, 1944, by snatching away a gun from a 
sentry who entered the officers' quarters to switeh on the vernad.ih light 

A letter addressed to the Officer Commanding signed by the two officeis and found on 
one of them says, *We conld easily escape from here but did not think it to be proper. 
Thu action of ours u purely volantary and nobody u to blame Lastly, we thank yon 
very much for the godd treatment we received while under your command Adieu, adiea 
Sd Maghar Smgh and Ajmer .Singh’ ’’ 

Thin is the communique which the Govemmeut of India issued 13 months 
after the incident took place and it is very interesting It says that these 
oflicers could escape but they did not. and then the sentry went to the verandah 
to switch on the light, and then they snatched the rifle and shot themselves. 
The question arises, why did the sentry go to the verandah to switch on the 
light? They themselves could have done it very well. Then, again, a letter 
found on one of the officers was demanded by the widow but so far Government 
have not replied to her letter. Then again how these officers died is still a 
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mystery. Obviously no one in his senses commits suicide, and they must have 
been driven to this course of action by long-continued brutal treatment and 
persecution 

The treatment which was later on meted out to their relatives also speaks 
for itself On the 9th Oecember. 1945, a few days after this news was published 
the widow of Maghar ISmgh sent a telegram to ills Excellency the Communder- 
in-Chief when he paid u visit to Kupurthalu IState The telegram is as lollows 

"Captain Maghar Singh Kapuithala Infantry alleged ehot himself and Captain Ajmer 
Singti, Delhi Fort 6th November 1944 Uis young widow minor son and daughter pay jour 
Ex^liency humble respects No pension granted Daik luture before us Piay grant inter¬ 
view Also iiquestiiig lor lestoiatiou ul his ashtMi, non bdiiglu, leiiidiuiiig bdiamu due, 
and last letlei alleged found on him to servo as 8oii\eiui and solace " 

Ihiss lelegiam was s^iit on the 9th December, at Kapuithal.i when Uis 
E.\eelleiiijy was theie, and no lar no icply or e\eu an hlIvUow ledginonl Jias been 
sent b} the War Depailineni And even hib asheb ha\e been icluseil and the 
uo'i bangle which every Sikh wear, ha-, also been lefuseil TJie lubt letter or 
anything found on his perbon has not been given to the widow 1 do not know 
how the bodies of these two otlieeih were disposed of and wheiher or nut their 
last eereinomes were peiforined aicorduig to Sikh rites. The relatives of Maghar 
Singh are very much upset They come trom a very lojal family Th" lather 
of the man came to me and he wa^ lu teais. They know nothing of what 
hfappened They sent letters to the G II tj aud the only reply that they got 
was that their son Maghar Singh was captured as a prisoner of war, they do 
not know where he is That was the only reply that was given to the lather’s 
inquiries. I submit to the Government of India that even if they are very 
uiigr^ with these T N A officers there should bo some decent standard of treat¬ 
ment when they die If their bodies cannot be handed over to their relatives— 
which I think should be done—at least their ashes should be given, so that 
they may perform the last ntes. In India Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and all 
other people pertorm last iites over the bodies of their dead relatives according 
to their own religion, und if these ntes aie not performed properl} it is generally 
believed that the soul of the peisou suffers So in tins case, no reply, no ashes 
und nothing has been given to the bereaved widow and the relatives I think 
thif IS an important malter The circumstances in which de.ith took place 
deriiaiid .in intpiiry I believe the spokesman of the War Department will get 
lip ami sav tli.it mi impiMv h.is been ly!d It ina\ he, I do not know But 
the public will not be satisfied unless the circumstances under which these 
deaths took place are made public and a satisfactory and proper inquiry is held. 
Sir. I support the motion. 

Several Honourable Members: Let the War Secretary speak now. 

Mr. P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, 1 am ready 
to explain now if the House wishes that, but the pomt is that if 1 do reply now 
and any Honourable Member wishes to raise further points—and I take it that 
what the House wants is information—I shall not be able to answer those 
points May I know if there are any other allegations which any one wishes to 
make? 


Mr. President: I believe the HonoiiraEle Member wall have a right of reply 
with the permission of the Chair. 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi General) Sir, I doubt if the honourable Member 
will have a right of reply. It is only the Mover who has got that right 

Mr. President: No Paragraph 64 says this: 

*'A member who has moved a motion may speak again bv way of reply, nnd if the 
motion 18 moved bv a non-oflicial member, the Alember of the Government to whose dopart- 
ment the matter relates may, with the permission of the President opeak (whether he has 
previously spoken m the debate or not) after the mover has replied " 

That is clear. But I will remind the Honourable Member that, in case the 
matter is to be taken to vote he must not expeoft further time. 
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Mr. P. MMoa: Thank you, Sir. 

The first point that 1 should like to make is that what we are discussing now 
IS not the policy regarding the I.N'.A. For that a day has been allotted and we 
are gomg to talk about that on Monday the 4th h'ebruary. All we are discussmg 
today IS their treatment while m detention, and therelore everythmg that 1 have 
to say proceeds on the assumption that they have to be detained and deals with 
the manner in which they are looked after while they are detained. 

The next point is with regard to the general treatment of these men. 1 have 
explained this to the House Techmcally these men are recovered prisoners of 
war,—mean they arc men of the Indian Army who are recovered prisoners of 
war, and there are certain charges agamst them which are bemg investigated. 
While those charges are being investigated, they are kept in detention in exactly 
the same way as any other member of the Indian Army against whom there is 
a charge There is no diffeience between them and between the man of the 
ordinaly Indian Army who is sujiposed to have committed some minor offence 
and wlio is being kept m detention until his couit of enquiry or his court 
martifil That mcaiih that m matters of food, aecoinniodation, clothing and in 
fact, as 1 said befoie, all the minor necessities of life, except liberty of move¬ 
ment, they aie treated in the *-.‘ime way as then* com*sponding ranks of the 
Indian Army T am sure th.it no one would suggest that when men are being 
kept m detention the’^ should be given better food, or better clothing, or better 
housing tlian the men who are guarding them That would be a suggestion too 
farcical to put forward 

An Honourable Member: What about Italian pri<;oner<i of war? 

Mr. P. Mason: I do not think that is relevant 

An Honourable Member; It is 

Mr. P. Mason: No, Sir I have got a tremendous lot of points to make. 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Mr. P. Mason: 1 went myself to the Bed Fort and I had a look at the officers 
and men who were there They had just completed their interrogation. In the 
officers enclosure I found officers lying about on tharpoys reading newspapers 
and books with the wireless playing and m their near neighbourhood arrange¬ 
ments for volley-ball and other kinds of exercises I asked them if they had any 
complaints about the newspapers and books they were getting They said they 
got books from the camp library which was arranged for the guards as well as 
themselves and they said that with regard to newspapers they had a complaint 
That I think might be of interest to the House' They complained that they 
had not been given The Onlooker, a paper which, I understand, is mainly con¬ 
cerned with pictures of fashionable weddings. That was all the complaint they 
had to make about the newspapers. 

Witii re^rd to food. Sir, the officers are given the alternative of the food 
given to British Other Banks or Indian Other Banks and they did complain that 
those of them who chose the food given to British Other Banks found the 
quantity insufficient. Well, Sir, personally I have lived on the rations given 
to British Other Banks and seldom been able to finish them, and I think that if 
that w'as the extent of their complaint, they had not. got much fo complain 
about 

Sardar Mangal Singh: When was the enquiry made? 

Mr. P. Mawm: *' About five months ago 

I would like to go on and deal with not only the points mentioned by my 
Honourable friend, Mr C^aman Lall, but others which I have seen mentioned 
in the Press or on the platform at one time or another There have been several 
mentions of an I N A. camp at Jubbulpore Nothing specific has been said 
about it, but I would like to mention, if there was only one thing. Sir, about 
which I could lay my hand on my heart and stand before the House with a clear 
conscience—but there are many things—it would be the I.N A camp at 
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Jubbulpore, because my mforznatioa—1 know that my information is some 
ti mAH doubted—but my information is tjaat there is no camp at Jubbulpore. U 
there is one, 1 do not know who is pay,Big for it; 1 do not know where the stafE 
comes from; 1 do not know where the p^soners come from. 

An E<»iouraUe Member: Make fresh enquiries. 

Mr. P. Mason: H my Honourable fnpnd would like to go to Jubbulpore, 1 
would be delighted to take him in a Government aeroplane and brmg him back 
also, and if he finds that there is a camp there, I will pay all his expenses on 
the way from my own pocket. 

An Honourable Member: You may have given another name to it 

Mr. P, Mason: There has also been mention at one time or another of an 
l.N A camp at h ei-ozepore* There is no camp at Ferozepore, cither 

Diwan Ohamfn Lall: Were there any 1 N.A. personnel detained? 

Mr. P. Mason: hio, Sir. There are two Regimental Trammg Centres there 
to which we bcnd men before they go back to their villages—^those men who 
have been clubbilied misled’ but who are getting six weeks leave m then villages 
The'} go to Fero/epoic for ihoii accounib and their pay to be settled up and they 
aie geiiuiaily kept Iheie fur five to ten days during which time they are in 
detention But that is the end of that particular blury 

My Honourable friend would probably like to know where the 1 N A camps 
actually are Tliere are five camps or groups of camps There is one at Multan, 
there is one at Jhikergacha in Bengal with two subsidiary camps at Barasat and 
Milganj, there is a very small one m Bhopal—^Bairagarh—^which is for officers 
only, there is one at Bahadurgarh, and m Delhi we have some in Cantonment 
and some m the Red Fort 

Now 1 turn to mcidentb Jubbulpore agam is the scene of an incident which 
is entirely fictitious My Honourable friend, Secretary— 1 am not sure whether 
it was ol the Congress Party or the 1 N A Defence League—^wrote to me the 
other day and ho wrote me a very polite letter giving a very full account of his 
reasons for believing that three 1 N A. men had been shot at Jubbulpore. I 
explained to him after a full enquiry that no men had, m fact, bebu shut at 
Jubbulpore and that we had not any 1 N.A men there I gave him reasons 
why the story had arisen I am not going to trouble the House by repeating the 
whole of it—it has appeared m the press already—but the whole story arose 
from a remark overheard in a mess by a mess servant, who misunderstood it, 
repeated It outside to somebody who clearly fancied himself as an amateur 
detective and started a few enquiries which led him to a wrong conclusion. The 
Montgomery incident is another of the same kind to wbidh I have already 
referred. I believe there was an incident in the Jail at Montgomery, but it is 
not, as I have already explained, in any way ooncemed with the I.N.A. or the 
Central Government. That concludes my list of entirely fictitious incidents. 

I come on now to the things that really have happened. My Honourable 
friend, Sardar Mangal Singh, referred to the case ot Lieut. Ajmer Siugh and 
Lieut. Maghar Singh. That, as he says took place on the 5th of November 1944. 
The incident has been completely described m the papers and took place exactly 
as has been described. I have the letter referred to. I could lay extracts from 
that letter on the table of the House, but I do not want to publish the whole 
letter Hicause it does contain some remarks about other people in the I.N.A. 
which wwuld cause pain (Interruptions) 

An Honourable Member: Send it to some Handwriting Expert. 

Mr. P. Mason: I do not think I need go into Ihat matter in any detail, as I 
have not got much time at my disposal, I have yet to talk about Bahadurgarh 
But I can assure my Honourable friend that these two officers were cremated 
according to the Sikh rites by one Bisaldar Balwant Singh. I do not think there 
is anything discreditable to Government in the whole episode. The letter 
describes their attitude and it explains that they were not whole-heaiied in th^ 
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attempts to help the I N.A. It stated that they had been trying to convince 
their interrogators of this fact but dbspaired of doing so and that we assume, 
though it IS not quite clear, was the cause why they committed suicide. 

(At this stage, Sardar Mangal Singh interrupted ) 

Hr. President: Order, order Let there be no interruptions 

Sardar Mangal Singh: 1 had a nght to interrupt. 

Mr. President: Lot the Honourable Member proceed 

Mr. P, Mason: This brings me on to the whole question of the metliod of 
mteiiogatioii in the Red Poit There have been some highly faiicitul stories m 
the press We are supposed to have subjected iiieutto electiicnl tortuies of some 
curious nature We are sujiposed to have put them in a bath and covered them 
with ice Well, I am able to assure the House quite dofiiiilely and finallv that 
in the whole course of this interrogation force is not used All that dooh happen 
IS that the man is under some degree of pressure 

Prof. IT. O. Bangs: Hear, hear I Some degree! Beautiful* 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. P. Mason: . . in so far that while he is under mterrogatiou he is kept 
from talking to other people and naturally the sooner he talks the sooner he guts 
mto the enclosure with other men. The methods ol interrogation are very simple 
mdeed. They consist of reveahng a httle ol our knowledge. If a prisoner is 
obstmate and he coutmues to be silent, he is given another day to tliink it over 
and next day perhaps he is told more He soon realises that his mterrogators 
know mure than he actually does and it occurs to him that it would be as well 
to put before them his own version (Interruptions) Another mcident is that 
of llharuin Smgh I have explained that already iii the House 

There are two more muideuts, and like a child with sweets on its plate, 1 have 
left till the end what I like least. And I admit at once that 1 do not like the 
two iiicidenis that remain They are Neelguuj and Bahadurgarh As regards 
Neelgunj, it would be improper to say very much because there is a Court 
Maitial upon these otticurs With regard to Bahadurgarh, I am afraid that my 
honourable friend’s statements were highly fanciful as he said His date was 
wrong It was not on the 7th January but on the Jst October The name of 
the Commandant was wrong The name he has given is that of the present 
Commandant There was another one m those days Everything else he said 
was equally mcorrect What actually happened was that there was a case of 
refusal to obey orders. A guard was sent m to fetch out the men and take them 
to the orderly room to be dealt with in the usual way The guard was hustled 
and pushed by the men m the camp The guard did not attempt to use foree 
but came out and reported to the Commanding Officer He, as a result of that 
act of insubordination of pushmg and hustling a guard, ordered three days' 
punishment, consisting of reduced rations and of a daily parade of two hours 
from 8 to 10 The parade consisted of doublmg and marching and doing P T. 
while on the march. 1 have done this myself, and I do not think there is any¬ 
thing very brutal about it although it is strenuous When the day came for the 
first of these parades to be carried out, I am sorry to say that the men adopted 
an attitude which was mutinous and insubordinate and they refused to drill 
or to run The Officer Commanding the Guard ordered his men to U‘-e force, 
if it should be necessary He warned the party that force would be used if they 
refused to obey orders He warned the individuals of the Guard that each indi¬ 
vidual was to be warned before force was used and he said that in every case 
•the force used was to be the minimum The men refused to drill or to march or 
to double and the butt of the rifle wras used to compel them to do so Their 
attitude continued to be insubordinate Some attempted to escape through the 
ranks of the Guard and one of them tned to seize the rifle from one of the men 
of the Guard 
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Hr. preflident: The Honourable Member has only a minute. 

Hr. F. Hawn: The order was then given that in extreme cases the tip of 
the bayonet was to be used, again after warning and again only the mimmum 
force had to be used Mter the parade it was found that 42 men had bruises 
and nine men had small punctured wounds in the buttocks. The Medical Officer 
found that there was no serious wound whatever No one died in hospital as 
my honourable friend said, and the court of enquiry which went into the matter 
very carefully—I have read their report—came to the conclusion that the Guard 
behaved with exemplary precaution and care, and I think they must have done 
because had they been at all excited the use of the bayonet might have been 
very serious 

I do, as I say, regret thiS incident I regret very much that the prisoners 
should have adopted an attitude which made it necessary for the guard to use 
force I hope, Sir, that such an incident will not occur But should prisoners 
again refuse to obey orders, such a thing might happen But I hope. Sir, that 
it will not. 

Seth Govind Das (Central Province^; Hindi Divisions Non-Muhammadan)* 
Because I belong to Jubbulporc, I wish to ask a question Is it not a fact that 
the IN A prisoners were released from Jiihbulpor j.iiP 

Hr. P. Hason: There in.ny have been some casec of civilian I N A prisoners 
after. 

Prof. K. O. Baagd: Ah! ah! 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Hr. P. Hason: they were returned to the province of origin 

before release, because before w'c release them we send them to the province of 
origin. 

(Intomiptiona ) 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Mr. P. Hason: They might in that case be released from Jubbulporc or from 
anywhere else but not by me 

Hr. M. Asaf All: I w'ns not willing to intervene in this debate because it 
has been mv misfortune. Sir, to have been aasoeiated wdth the I N A trials 
from the very beginninc and T seem to know a great deal too much about manv 
things which T would not like to repeat here on the floor of the House partly 
because some of these cases are still itteh-jvdtce and I am not free to indulge in 
glancing blows which might for some odd reason or other be considered im- 
warranted on aeeount of these cases being nuh-jndice However, as the 
Honourablo the War Secretary has said, we have to separate three different 
sets of facts although he onlv referred to two We are not discussing the history 
of the I N A hero today We shall have ample time for doing sc when the 
resoh’tion comes up and we certainly are not considering the cases which are 
svb-iudice But we arc concerned here with certain incidents w'hich hare taken 
place in various concentration camps Mv honourable friend. Diwnn Chainan 
Lall appears to have collected a large number of facts, some of which were not 
with’p my knowledge T heard them here for the first time and there are many 
rnore facts. Sir. which haye poured into the T N A enquiry office from time to 
time T haye tried mv level best to make the necessary enquires in eonnection 
with these reports and T am quite prepared to say that in some cases T found the 
reports to he ovaggerated and therefore T am not prepared to po«r my -condemna- 
tioTi of the Government on these »»vaggerated stories But even if T eliminated 
all the stories, exaggerated or otherwise, there are certain nositiye facts which’ 
vou cannot denv ^ You have admit+ed todav. and T am putting mv case- on the 
lowest basis possible. T am not getting into hvsterics over murders which have 
been committed her« and there and over people having been bayoneted ai'd 
PS on and sq forth (I may have to lia.y something about It later on) but I baas 
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my case on the inuumum facts which you have heoH admitted, viz., the qucs 
tion of pressure Inch is being brought to bear on people who are under interro- 
gatioM Is it or is it not brutal that people who had served in Malaya, Burnu 
and elsewhere for some time and who were compelled to surrender for reasons, 
which I need not repeat here—because I have not got enough time—^were taken 
prisoner at sometime or other Was it necessary for you to keep them in these 
camps indefinitely under repeated interrogations? Was not one interrogation 
enough^ Whv were they not allowed to get into touch with their relations? 
Until a man’s interrogation is completed he is not allowed even to write a letter 
to his relatives to say where he is and he cannot possibly get into touch with 
his people. Is not that brutal, I ask? I am nqt talking about beating or 
bayoneting This by itself is, to my mind, a third degree method. The moment 
a man comes into voiir ciistodv it is vour diitv to inform his people that he is 
alive, that ho is not missing, that he is somewhere to be found, and that some 
body can eet into touch with him Families after families, hundreds and 
thousands of families m India todav are passing their time from diiv to day in a 
terrible state of mind not knowing where their relations are, or whether thev are 
•ilivc or dead Prnhablv they are being interrogated somewhere but nnbodv 
knows anvthing about it I have been receiving at times as manv ns one 
hundred letters a dav making enquiries about these people and T eannot get 
nnv information from anv department which T might transmit to these people 
This is a sorry state of affairs which von cannot deny • 

Something has been said about interviews Now', ns regards facilities for 
Intel MOWS, the difficultv oven after these people can get into touch with thoir 
relations is that the conditions under which they are allowed interviews are so 
strict that it becomes almost impossible for certain persons to interview tbom 1 
know the riovernmeiit’s difficulties too, because F hove worked m the Bed Fort 
and 1 have worked in the other place T am not suggesting for a single second 
that ihev have no difficulties but they can oasilv get over their difficulties, 
because llicv have got armies at then disposal But what about these poor 
people^ They have to come from long distances and they have to go from 
post to pillar to find out whether and where thev ean interview their relatives, 
how thev ean interview them, how long can they interview them and so on 
Something has been said about rations Now T admit that the ease which 
the Honourable the War Secretary has put forward about the rations that are 
allowed to these prisoners from his point of view is coireot He woiikl not like 
the prisoners to have better rations than is allowed to those who are guarding 
these prisoners That is their argument May I ask W'hy thov should not be 
allowed to supplement theif food at their own cost? There are people who are 
prepared to supplement their food but you will not allow' them to do it The 
prisoners should he allowed to supplement their food not at the cost of the 
Government but at the cost of those who admire them nghtlv or wrongly 
Another argument is that you may feel that they are being lionised for no 
rhyme or reason But what can you do about public imagination Thev have 
captured the public imagination^ and what am T to do? I mav feel that p'v 
hups some day I have got to deal with an army of my own I certainlv would 
not want my army to be politically minded. I should like my armv to be 
patriotic but npt politieallv tninded, or to be tom by party politics But the 
difficultv is this Today the army in India is neither patriotic nor politically 
minded One way or the othef 

Frot. N. O. Banga: Or even Indian. 

« Ifir. iCt Aflat All: You have to give an army some cause to light for The 
onlv lesson that I have drawn from the I. N A either in Europe, in Malaya or 
Burma is that this armv had no cause to fight for It was onlv their profes¬ 
sional duty They failed in the professional duty, they did not want to carry 
on their professiongl duty, because they had no cause to fight for Yihien they 
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wolii. bu Uuriiiaii^ u bunuiijuay lu^a liioiu uxac mey wuuixl gub oeitbr ieiui» irom 
lUti ueriuuus mey might have said ' All rigub we shall jom them' . borne ot 
might have beeh patriotic, apd others might have been lomuiitics oi 
uaveiiiurers. i do admii all these 4ihihgB are possioie but the lauc reiuams that 
uiiiubt* all army kuows, that it is going to deteiid its own country and itb peopie s 
ireedom, its allegiance is not worth a cent, 'jl'hat is the lesson which 1 nave 
aiawi) Irom tne i. hi. A. 

^ow knowmg this tact, what attitude are you going to adopt towards them'/ 
I wulcume your attitude m so tar as you released certam prisoners whu had beeii 
biought to tnal. It has created a better atmosphere, it 1 were you, i should 
not detam these people, 1 would allow tliem to go home. VVheiher they are 
black, grey or white they ij^ust all go home straightaway. You have already 
created a oig problem tor us. We have gut to deal with them, iou will oiuy 
dual with the demobbed. We have got to deal with these people as they are 
going out into the country. We have ;,ot to deal with the problems of their 
rehei: which arise frmn day to day. 

^ow. Sir, 1 regret 1 am stiayiiig from the point, though 1 wanted to keep 
tc il 1 do not wish to use strong language, i do nut wish to laise question^ 
which might ailect the morale of the army m fututu, because we are gomg to 
coiitioJ the army of the future and we have got to think ot tae army in terms 
winch wo ought to think should be correct ui the interests of India. 13ut m 
BO lar ub Ihu treatment m these various camps is concerned, 1 am x>eriectly 
cerium that the incident m the Neelgunj camp is a most disgiuceful one. 1 
do not wish to go into tlie facts, because, us the War Secretary pul it, the case 
IS fsub-jiuiice. I3ut I hope X shall not be trenching upon the rules of debate and 
lliat it will not be out of place lor me to say that some peison—X will not men- 
tiou anyone m particular—^wus responsible lor daring some other to go and call 
up the prisoner at midnight. Some olfacer iii the cuinp, X do not mention his 
name, told another brother oilicur “Oh, are they under your control ^ X dare 
you to go and have a roll call" The other fellow went and culled out these 
people while they were sleeping: they came out angry, and luiturally 
a scuffle ensued and in that scuffle who suffered but the prisoners/ 
Some were shot down That is a disgraceful episode, a pcifecfc y disgraceful 
episode, and the sooner you take notice of it the better, beeaiiso somebody is on 
liial—1 do not know whether somebody may not be a mere scapegoat Be care¬ 
ful about it Somebody might have been made a scapegoat somebody else 
Tria\ be ii'spoiisible for what actually happened 

As regards the Bahadurgarh camp, mcidents have happened; you yourself 
have admitted it, it is time that you looked into these mcidents a little more 
carefully 1 am not suggesting for a moment that you are dictating the policy 
from above, but there are others down below who are misbehaving themselves 
and you have got to see to it that those who nnsbebave get the sack. 

There is only just one other point to which 1 should like to mvite the 
attention of the House and I have done. Something has been said about these 
fictitious camps. Jubbulpore camp is supposed to be a fictitious camp. I dare 
say it was a fictitious camp. But whose fault is it that these fictions are going 
about? Xt 18 your duty to tell the public everything that is within your knowledge. 
Why do you keep everything secret? Why do you treat the whole thing as 
something which nobody should look into? It is your duty to tell the whole 
country, “We have so many camps and so many prisoners, this is what is being 
(lone etc , etc “ and then you will not come in for all this trouble But you 
are treating the whole thing as a close preserve into which nobody should look, 
and the result is that you are being condemned from day to day. 

Shxi Sii Fiakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisbns. Non-Muhammadan* 
Rural) Mr President, one good thing that this debate tliis aftorAoon has 
done is to draw out from the War Secretary a list of these cain])S We have 
been trying hard, month after month, by every means tliat we could adopt 
to find out . .r. . 
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Hr. F. Maaon: Except aekmg me. 

Blizl Sli Fratua&: .... to imd out where these prisoueis were, and it was 
by the sUeerest accident that we could nud out wiiere they were, it stories 
have anoat, the Jdouourable Member and his (ioverumeut must hold 

themselves respousible. The iiunourabie Member says we uever asked hmi. 
i am sorry 1 was unaware ot his existence; and 1 found out only alter 1 arrived 
m this Mouse mat lie was ue, and since then us he himselt knows, i have been 
m very close touch with him, and perhaps he would have given me much more 
mfomiatipn m reply to my letters it this debate was not coming on. I am glad 
that he said that despite this debate he would give me all the information 
that there may be still left to give. 

The tact is that apart from these camps, the 1 N A. men have been spread 
over m many jails it is mdeed good of the Honourable Member to ofier to take 
Us at his expense and the expense of his lioverument by air to hetitious camps, 
but 1 shoulu beg iiiiii to allow us to gu now, at oui expeiisu, li necessary, to 
the camps that are actually in existence. He need not be worried about the 
expense—we shall nieet it Jlut we waul to see these camps ourselves, we do not 
want them to be m purdah, and we want to examme the situation as it actually 
18 at the present moment. Apart from the camps, 1 do not t hink that the 
Honourable Member can deny the tact that there are many men of the 
1. N. A. m various jails i'or mstance there are two men, or there have been 
two men, in the iiuiiares Central i'rrsou, and nut knowing that 1 had to go 
to the War Secretary, 1 wrote to the Home Member, thmkmg m my ignorance 
and my umocence, that he was in charge of such thmgs, about these two men. 
1 gGit| the nrfonnation about these men from political prisoners, my own 
colleagues m the Congress, wlio have been recently released from the Benares 
prison, and they told mo that these two men—detoils about whom 1 have given 
to the Home Meiiilier—were kept iii solitary conHiieincnt with fetteis on ail the 
24 hours, that these fetters had cut into their flesh, that they were in great 
agony They were moreover kept in C class—1 do not know, Sir, m which class 
you have always been—but I myself know Iho C class It is a class in prison 
where it is difficult to live for very long 

My honourable friend has said that we cannot expect prisoners to get better 
food than their guards May 1 ask him m all simplicity, in all humility, m all 
seriousness, whether the men who guard this Council hall, the chaprassis, 
whether the men who guard his house, are better fed than himself? It is not 
always that guards needs must get better food than those who are guarded 
At least my honourable iricnd .mil fais Government do not follow that prin¬ 
ciple, though I should very much like that they did, becuiiRO the chaprassis 
here arc not at all happy nt the salaries thev receive and they are very anxious 
that we should some day ventilate their grievanics on the floor of the House, 
as we do of the I N A men 

I should like to say that on pmiciple this Government has no right, moral 
or even legal over these I N A men Who are these T N A men? These 
are the men who were actually abandoned m a foreign land by the very Govern¬ 
ment that took them there Is it or is it not a fact that European officers, 
including even the Comnmndcr-in-Chief, flow back when Burma and contiguous 
countnes fell into Japanese hands? Is it or is it not a fact that they handed 
our men over to the Japanese themselves and told these men that they were 
thereafter to obey the Japanese? All this has come out in the trial that has 
recently taken place in the Tied Fort nt Delhi; and the Government’s own 
witnesses have admitted these facts. When the Government of India had 
abandoned its own men in a foreign land and its officers had run away from that 
country, what were these men to do? Thev found themselves between the devil 
and the deep sea (An 'Honourable Member *‘Who is the devil?”) and i£ 

they did what they ffid, all honour to them. It is. I think, a matter of pride that 
they did not go apinst their country as they could easily have gone in the cir¬ 
cumstances in which they found themselves; and despite “the definite instruction 
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of their British officers that they should obey the Jupanese, they oven refused 
to obey the Japanese. They refused to be cajoled or bullied by tlie Japaues'i, 
and they stooa out tor their country Irom farst to last A Goverinnent worth 
its salt would have honoured such inen Instead ot that, ui a spirit ot 
vindictiveuess, they get hold of them, they molest them, interrogate them ill- 
treat them and tiy to take out all the spirit that is m them. That they have 
not succeeded is a matter of gratihcatiun lor all of us 1 do not think that these 
men are in any sense recovered prisoners ot war as my honourable friend the 
Army Secretary has described them. They are men who have been abandoned 
by tnem and who had become an independent army lighting for their country. 
They are now of the status of their prisoners of war and should be treated liko 
that and not as criminals. 

It is not for mo here to discuss tho merits of what they did, but there )s no 
doubt that their motives were of the jiurest, and today, Sir, wo, their country¬ 
men, desire to pay a tribute of respect and of admiration to their com age, 
their heroism in very difficult iircurnstances, .lud at the sOItil. time we pledge 
ourselves that we should do our best to protect theni from the hands of those 
who first abandoned them to the enemy and iioft w lut to take vengeance upon 
them for their own follvis. Sir, I hope that the Ilou'^e will not be misled by 
any considerations that are beside llic pomt tiuit have been put before the 
ilouse by the Army Secrr’tary The Army Secretary who loves his own freedom 
and the freedom of his u\m\ eomitiy should realise that ve also love our country 
and IVant to he free, and it is strange that while he and his countrymen praise 
persons in France, Holland and other countiies for their p.itnotic actions against 
their invaders, here they deny us the right to do likewise, aucl while there they 
want to hung traitors here they want to li.ing jiatriots In their dictionary, a 
traitor means something different iii Fiance to what he means m India Here 
traitors are patriots and patriots are traitors This game cannot be played for 
very long and I hope tlmt the House by its vote today, will declare to the wholo 
world and to the Ciovernmonb that Gov<rnment cannot fool us like his for over. 

Nawabxada Liaquat Ah Shan (Meerut Division Muhammadan Kuiul) Mr. 
President, the motion which is before tho House was to deal with the brutal 
treatment meted out to I N A peisoiiiiul detained in the Buhadurgaih camp. 
1 am afraid the discussion that has taken place on this motion has strayed into 
many channels. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member does not know that it was by 
agreement of parties that the discussion was general on tliis question. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) If I may say 
so, vhe discussion was to be confined to the treatment of I.N.A. prisoners and 
not to the extraneous subjects mtroduced by some Members opposite. 

Mawabxada Liaquat AU Khan: As the motion stated, it was to deal with the 
subject of the treatment of I. N A. men As regards the treatment of persons 
in prison or under detention, if that treatment was inhuman or brutal, every 
one would condemn it. There cannot be two opinions with regard to the feelings 
of every Member of this House where the brutality of the treatment may be 
concerned. We have before us an exaggerated picture, if I may say so, of the 
treatment which was meted out as given by the Mover of this motion (An 
Honourable Member' “Question”) I hear my Honourable friend the Deputy 
Leader of the Congress Party Questioning this statement of mine. (An Honour¬ 
able Member: ““It is not he. Somebody else said ‘question* ") Anyhow, 1 
arrived at this conclusion after listening to the very sober speech of the Deputy 
Leader of the party to which the Honourable Member who has questioned nib 
belongs. He has not used the same language regarding the treatment of these 
people as the Honourable the Mover of the motion has done. I con quite 
understand the reason for employing exaggerated language because from the 
time that this unfortunate trial of the I.N' A. men began, the Congress have been 
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using it us a great lever for their propaganda purposes. {An Honourable 
Member. “You oan also do it.”) And thoretore 1 can forgive Honourable 
fnend if he has used tlie language which probably the incidents given did not 
merit These 1 N A men who vrcrc under detention or under trial are to my 
mind very unfortunate and as far us the Mushin League is concerned it has 
expressed its sympathy u'th them It has also impressed upon the Govern¬ 
ment that they should be treated with leniency and mercy The liouournblc the 
Mover of this motion and some other Members have described them as patriots 
Mr President, some of them, 1 do not think anybody would deny that, joined 
this army because they felt that they would have better treatment The others 
joined because they felt th it under llie Ic.idcrship of Mr Lose they W'oiild be 
able to establish the raj of tbcir cmnimmity, 1 inean*of the community of Mr 
Bose, in this country The otheis joined, ns we have on the statement of Captain 
Abdur Rushid who is under trial at this moment, because they felt that if the 
Muslims did not join this army, then, w'hcn this army came to India, it may 
mean the freedom of one community and the subjection of the other There¬ 
fore, from this point of mow everyone of them is a patriot and I can quite 
appreciate the general feeling of sympathy which is abroad m their favour in this 
country. To rny mind, the (joverniiient should have never started the cases 
against the J N A men because there w'ere very few of them w'ho had joined 
this army out of free will I believe that a number of them joined because 
they were coerced into joining this army 

I can well appreciate the resentment of my honourable friend, the Movci 
of this motion, and the iiicinbers of his party when <in insult, acooiding to hiiii, 
was offered to wdiat he described in an exaggci.itcd Lmgu.ige us the “n.itioiial 
tri-oolour flag” I can apjnecinte tlioir resentment that the flag of their parly 
was insulted, if the incident is true. I would feel the same if anyone lifereil 
any insult to the* flag of tli(< Muslim League In the sumo way, 1 cun upprecuite 
their elation over the cry of Jai Hind It is but natural, I't is the policy of 
their party 1 would h-il the sumo if and when 1 hoar the cry of PaUist.ui 
Zindabud But in exaininiiig this pioposttion we should not allow' ourselves to 
be carried away by sentiments 

The Honourable the Mover of this motion has given a number of instances of 
brutality If they are true, they are really such actions of the Goveinmcnt ns 
should be condenined in tlie stiongest language On the other side, we have 
the statement of the War Se(.rctary denying all these allegations 

Diwan. Ohaman Lall: Not all of them 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan: When I said “all allegations”, I meant as 
described by the Mover It is admitted that some of the men rebelled ugainsij 
the order that was passed and, .lecording to the Wnr Secretary, the inmiimiin 
force was used by the authorities concerned So, we have before us these two 
statements. We are really not in a position either to condemn the action of 
the authorities or condone their action because there is not sufficient evidence 
before us to justify either of these two courses. It is, indeed, unfortunate that 
we should bo carried away by sentiment and not examine the facts as they .no 
The Honourable the War Seci’etary has told us that the information on which 
people level serious charges against the Government with regard to I N A men is 
derived from the servants of the messes I do not know what is the source of 
information of the Honourable the Mover of this motion. But if he is in a posi¬ 
tion to tell this House in.his reply as to what are his sources of information, the 
House may be m a bolter position to judge Here we have a statement from 
one Honourable Member and, on the other side, we have a statement of another 
Honourable Member It is, indeed, very difficult for those Members of the 
House who are not prejudiced cither way to come to any decision I would 
support the Honourable the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party in his demand 
that it would be better for the Government if they gave the fullest information 
to the people at large with regard to I.N.A. men. The lack of mformation 
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and the suppression of facts are bound to create all kinds of stories in the 
country I would suggest to the War Secretary that ho should not follow the 
policy of “the less said the better”, but he should follow the policy of “say as 
much as yau can” with regarrl to this matter There is no doubt that a large 
number of people in the country arc very much interested in the fate of these 
men for the simple reason that there are thousands of them and they have 
thousands of their relations and friends For that reason alone if for no othci 
reason, it is desirable that the Government should give the utmost of information 
with regard to the fate of these men 

Tile Honourable Sir Edward Bentiiall: Sir, like my friend the Honourable 
Deputy Leader of the Con^gress Party, I was not expecting to speak this after 
noon because ample opportunity was given to Members to speak before rnv friend 
the Joint Secretary of the War Dcnartment spoke T naturally thought that 
anyone who wished to make points hearing on the adjournment motion which 
IS before the House would hn\c been expected to make tliosc points and get 
the answ'crs from the Dejiartment eoneemed And so I think on the whole it 
has turned round, for whereas the first speaker referred to the subject matter of 
the adjournment motion, the suhsenuent -j.eakers digress.*d into various matters 
connected with the TN A which had no p.irticnl.ir beaiing on the question of 
treatment in the camps 

Shrl Sll Prakasa: Are you summing up our speeches'^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; That being so T propose, in saying 
the few words wh’eh T am going to sav. to eonfino niv^elf strietlv to the eases 
referred to and also to one or tvo other points bearing on the treatment of 
these men whieh have been touched upon by various speakers Now, Sir, in 
the case of Nilgarh camp, the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party made 
various insinuations 

Mr. M. Asaf All: T do not believe in insinuations They arc statements of 
facts and T stand by them 

The HonouraUe Sir Edward Benthall: My hnnournhle friend suggested that 
in the ease of court martial that is taking nlace there, it is quite possible that the 
War Department can iiiako mistakes and put up the wrong man for trial and 
so on T think Sir, T had better say nothing more on that ease because it >s 
fiuh-judtco and I think it is improper that I shou'd do more than draw your 
attention to the weakness of mv Honourable friend’s case 

Now Sir. when we come to the Mover of this adjournment motion, Diwan 
Chaman Lall, he made various statements which were completely domolibhed 
bv my honourable friend 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Were they? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: On each occasion when mv honour¬ 
able friend’s colleagues shouted ‘shame’, f turned to mv honourable friend here 
and said ‘Ts there any truth in that point?’ and in each occasion, he gave the 
answer ‘no’ 

Diwan Chaman Lall: Is there any truth in Niignrh or Bahadurgarh incidents? 

Mr. President: Order, order • 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am not giving way, Sir. I am talking 
about the Bahadurgarh case. T would like to mention one additional incorrect 
statement which was made by mv honourable friend opposite He said thiy: 
some cavalry regiment had refused to take action when called ujion That 
IS an absolutely incorrect statement like many other statements which were 
made by my Honourable friend 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Is there any truth m the Nilgarh camp incident? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I do not givo wny 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: It is very unfair for niy Iionourabic friend not to give 
way 

Mr. President: Order, order Let linn proceed 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Evidc'iitly my Iionomablc friend does 
not like being told tlieso facts il.iMiig buttressed up his case with n good deal 
of distortion, 1 expected that sonic other spe.iker on the other side iioiild have 
come forward in suiipoit of these facts But we have listened, and not a single 
speaker has queried in anv wav the statenients made by iny honourable frieml, 
(Mr Mason) , 

Prof. N. O. Banga: You do not give us any information even now 

Mr. President: Order, order 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Tlu^ reason why inv honourable 
friend’s statements have not been queued was boeause they are true and ineon- 
trovertible 


Prof. N. O. Banga: What happened at Jubbiilpore’ 

Mr. President: Order, order 

nie Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I think, Sir, tliat jilaces the whole 
debate in its true lerspictive I should like to make two other stotements 
Tn the first place, one honoiirahle Member said that T N A men were not 
allowed to ni.dce coinmnnieations oiitsidi T .should jiAt like to make it cloor 
that that also is ineoireit The IN A men are allowed to write immediately 
they return to the country and they are allowed to write periodically sub¬ 
sequently 

Finally, Sir T should like to deal with the point raised hv the last sjxnike'r 
Tie suggested that in future the (loverninent should see that the fullest informa¬ 
tion is given nut about these men I entirely agree with that T think if 
possible it would have been better m the past if information had been put out 
enrliei, but full accounts have been published of these various events, and 
when the honourable Member spoke this morning about admitting the adjourn¬ 
ment motion, lie welcomed the debate The Government are only too anxious 
that full facts should he given to the public and T think the House can rel>. 
now that its wishes arc known, on full and prompter information being put out 
to the public as soon os (lie facts are received 

Diwan Obaman Lall: My ironourahle fneitd lays down the law regarding 
certain facts and at the end of Ins speech he says that if full facts are received, 
they will he published It is quite obvious that my honou>’able friend has bcc.i 
very b.idly briefed 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Some Honourable Members: The question he now put 

Some other Honourable Members: No, no 

Shri Mohan "Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Biirall 
^re there anv other speakers No member has stood up to speak. 

Some Honourable Members: The question be now put 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That the question be now put.” 



MOTION FOB adjournment 


The Assembly divided: 


Abdul Qhani Khan, Khan. 
Adityan, Sri S T. 
A8aFAIi.Mr.M 

Ayyangar, Sri M Ananthaaayane 
Bobo, Shn Sarut Chandra. 
Chaman Lall, Divan. 

Chottiar, Sri T. A. Bamalingam. 
Daga, Seth Sheodoaa. 

Damodar Swroop, Sjt. Seth. 
Doni, Mr G B. 

Oa^il, Sjt. X. V. 

Gangaraju Sri V. • 

Gauri Shankar Satan Singh, Mr. 
Golo, Mr. P B. 

Gounder, Sn V C. Vellingin. 
Govind Das, Seth 
Hana Raj, Haizada. 

Hiray, Sjt B. S. 

Jagannathdaa, Sn. 
Jliunjliunvala, Mr B P. 
Jmachandran, Sn M K. 
Kamiarkar. Shn D P. 

Khan, Mr Debendra Lai. 
Mahapatra. Sn Bhagirathi. 
Malaviya, Pandit Govind. 


AYES—60 

Mangel Singh, Sardar. 

Manu Subedar, Mr. 

Maaani, Mr. M. R 
Menon, Sn A Karunakara. 

Mukut Bihari I.al Bhargava, Pandit. 
Xorayanamiirthi, Sn N. 

Noogy, Mr. K. C. 

PaliwoJ, Pandit Sn Knshna Dutt. 

Ram Narayan Singh, Babu. 

Ramayan Prasad, Mr. 

Range, Prof X. Q. 

Reddiar, Sn R Venkataaubba. 

Salvo, Mr. P K. 

Sany^, Mr Sa aanka Sekhar. 
Satokopachari. Sn T. V. 

Sharma, Mr. ICrudina Ghandm. 

Sharma , Pandit Balknahua. 

Sinha, Shn Satjra Xarayan. 

Sn Prakaaii, Shn. 

Sukhdov Udhowdaa, 3fr. 

SwainuiurlVuin, Shrimati Amnm. 

Thaknr Das Bhargava, Pundit. 

Vadilal T«Uubhai, Mr. 

Varma, Mr. B. B. 

Vijaya Ananda, Maharajkumar Dr. Sir. 


XOES—54 


Abid lluflsaui, Ghoudhury Md 
Ambedkar, The Honourable Dr. B. R. 

Azizul Uuque, The Honourable Dr. Sir. M. 
Banerjoe, Mr R X 

Bonthall, The Honourable Sir Edward. 
Bewoor, Sir Gurunath 

Bhattoohaiyya, Rai Bahadur Devendra 
Mohan 

Cliapmon-Mortuner, Mr T 
Ghattorjoo, Lt -Col Dr J. 0 
Ebrahim Haroon JafFor, Mr. Ahmed. 

Griffiths, Mr P. J. 

Habibur Rahman, Klian Bahadur. 

Harandro Singh, Sardar Bahadur Captam 
Sardar 

Hirtzol, Mr M. A F. 

Hydari, The Honourable Sir Akbar. 

Isliaq Seth, Haji Abdus Sattar Haji. 

Jeolani, Khan Bahadur Makhdum Al-Haj 
Syod Sher Shah 
Jehangir, Sir Gowosjeo. 

Joshi, Mr. S. C. 

Kharogat, Sir Fheroze. 

KiUedar, Mr Mohammad M. 

Lawson, Mr. C P. 

Liaqiiat All Khan, Xawabzada. 

Madan, Dr. B. K. 

Mason, Mr. P. 

Mitchell, Sir Kenneth. 

The motion was negatived. 


Morns, Mr. B. C. 

Nairang, Syod Ghulam Bhik. 

Xaqvi, Mr A. T. 

Xauman, Mr Muhammad. 

Oulanam, Mr. S H. Y 
Rahmat-ulloh, Mr Muhammad. 

Raja Bahadur of Khallikote. 

Boy, The Honourable Sir Asoka. 
Rowlands, Tho Honourable Sir Arohibold. 
Sarjont, Dr John. 

Sen, Mr. B R. 

Sharbat Khan, Khan Bahadur.^ 

Siddiquo Ah lOion, Xawab. 

Siddiquoe, Shaikh Rafiuddm Ahmad,. 
Siddiqi, Mr. Abdur Rahman. 

Spence, Sir George. 

Stokes, Mr. H G. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. 

Thorne, The Honourable Sir John. 
Turner, Mr A. C. 

Tyson, Mr Geoffrey W. 

Vaidyonathan, Mr. L. S. 

Wau^, The Honourable Mr. A. A. 
Weightman, Mr. H. 

Yamin Khan, Sir Muhammad. 

Yusuf Abdoola Haroon, Seth. 

Zafor Ah Khan, Maulana. 

Zia Uddm Ahmad, Dr. Sir. 


Dlwan Otaaman LaU: Sir, may I reply now? 

Mr. PresideiLt: As the House has given its decision that the de bate 
continue it will not be proper for me to call upon the Mover to reply and e l o eo 
the debate It will be against the wishes of the House. 

lit.-Ool, Dr, J. 0. Obaiterjee (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I tbwik when 
the Honourable Mover of this motion spoke he made certain very grievous 
charges. In fact if what he has said is true I would certainly have j(wed with 
him in censuring Government for having carried out what he desoribed as wmot 
b^tal treatment in the Bahadurgarh and other camps. In fact the treatmeat 
which he described was so brutal that it almost compares with the atrocities 
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which are alleged to have been coniiiiitted by the Germans and Japanese in other 
theatres of war which all the world has so strongly condemned Now, Sir, my 
Honourable fnend Diwan Chaman Lall is an honourable man, 1 have no reason 
to doubt any statement which he makes On the other hand those very state¬ 
ments which he made were challenged and contradicted by my honourable 
friend the War Secretary. He too is an honourable hian and nothing has come 
to my knowledge which would make me doubt his honour, just as nothing is 
known to me winch would make me doubt the veracity of my honourable friend 
the Mover of this motion 

An Honourable Member: A Daniel come to judgment! 

Lt.-Col. Dr. J. a. Ghatterjee: It IS not a question of Daniel, it is a question 
of sifting facts. The question is merely this, I notice a very important difference 
betwLen the statements that have been made by the Mover of the motion and 
the statements which were made by the War Sepret.iry My honourable friend, 
Diw.in Chaman Lall, rend, as far as I could see, from a number of papers and 
newspaper cuttings, but did not mention what those documents were He 
did not state, as far as I can see, what were the sources of his information, 
who communicated these* matters to him and who had made these statements 
to him Now, Sir, it is very difiiuiilt, therefore, to quite understand what is 
the particular authenticity of these statements I do not far a moment question 
the authenticity of my honourable friend, but. Sir, it is possible that he m.ay 
have been misled by exaggeiated reports or been carried aw'av bj emotion— 
hope he is not very emotional—hut all the same T think it is possible at this 
time of stress and storm—it is possible to be very seriously affected by matters 
which are emotional 

Diwan Ohaman XaU: May I interrupt my honourable friend for a minute^ 
Is my honourable friend ,iw.ire that the charges made bv me regarding Bnhadiir- 
garh are substantiated by my honourable friend, the War Secret.irv‘* Tie did 
not deny for a single moment that a cross had been used, he did not c\en refer 
to it He did not deny that punctured wounds were caused although he said 
that butt ends were used—an extraonlinary jiosition He did not denv the 
deaths and wounds caused m Nilganj Whnt is the fuss about’ 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. O. Ohatterjee: As far as I heard my lionoiunhle friend, the 
War Secretary, T did not hear him say that n cross h.i 1 been used or that he 
admitted any of the atrocities which my lionourable friend opposite alleged had 
been committed (Interruptions ) 

Mr. President: Ordei, order Let him proceed now 

Lt.-Col. Dr. J. 0. Chatterjee: What mv honour.ible friend s.aul was that 
he admitted, unless my memory has failed me that there had been an incident 
in the Biihaduigarh camp and that certain prisoners there had refused to obey 
orders I understand, that those men W’ere under military discipline and there¬ 
fore his oflicers had to use force necessary to quell that disturbance and he said 
very definitely thot the force used was the minimum force necessary on that 
occasion, Tliat was one statement T feel. Sir, that mv honourable friend 
here also is an honourable gentleman and T cannot suspect him of making a 
statement know’ingly and willingly of something which is not true That is what 
T say, just ns I admit that on the other side my honourable friend the Mover also 
IS not capable of saying or making a statement w'hich he really knows to be 
untrue 

I Now, Sir, the next point is tlmt Sardar Mangal Singh also made certain 
statements of what happened in the Bed Fort here Those again were state¬ 
ments which he made, he read from a newspaper and said that the father of the 
deceased gentleman had come to him and made certam statements Again, as 
far as I can see the Member in charge of the Department pointed out that the 
facts were as he related, namely, that a letter had been left by these gentlemen. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Thursday, 8Ist January, 1946 


The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock,'-Mr President (The Honourable Mr, G V. Mavalankar) 
in the Chair. 

MBMBEBB SWOBN: 

Mr Everard Leslie Campion Owilt, M.L.A. (Bombay: European); 

Mr Prank B. Anthony, M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Official), 

Mr B C A Cook, O B E., ICS, M L.A , (Government of India:) 
Noinmated Official) 


SHOBT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Per Head Cloth Quota ik Proyinoeb 
Mr. President: There is a shoit notice question by Kfian Abdul Ghani Khan. 
But he is not present If the Honourable Member for Industries and Supphea 
wishes to reply he may do so 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: Yes. Sir. Will someone read the 
-question ? 

Mr, President: I will read the question. 

“Will the Honourable Member foi Induatiics and Supplies Department 
please state 

(a) What the quota is in yards of cloth fixed per head of population in the 
eleven provinces of India? 

(10 If there is a (litTcrpiicc in th<» quotas what m it due to*?” 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (a) The quota in yards of cloth fixed 
per head of the population m the eleven provmces is as follows 
Siiid—18 
Punjab—18. 

United Provinces—18^. 

Bihar—12 
Bengal—12 
Assam—11, 

Orissa—11 

Central Provinces—12. 

Madras—12 
N-W F P—18 
Bombay—18 

(b) The diffeience in the quotas is due to the fact that they are based on the 
average consumption in peace time in the different areas 

Seth Govind Daa: Is cloth in the various provinces given in accordance with 
the quotas or is not given as such? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: It is distributed to the provinces accord¬ 
ing to the quotas and the provmces arc responsible for the internal distribution. 

Seth Gtovind Das: Does the Honourable Member know that the consumers 
do not get it and that the cloth goes to the black market? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: That is a matter of opinion 
Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honourable Member . . . 

(At this stage. Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad rose in Ijis seat) 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: . tell the House why in spite of the quota to 

Bengal, very distressing reports came from there about the shortage of cloth in 
many localities? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A Waugh: These questions are constantly under 
review and when we hear these complaints we immediately enquire into them 
( 299 ) A 
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Mr. Manii Subedar: What are tlie reasons winch Govermueut have dis* 
covered as to the mal-distribution by the Provmcial Governments of the cloth 
aupphed from the Centre and in what directions have the Provincial Govern* 
ments failed? 

Tile HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: I could not undertake to answer thu 
comprehensive question in reply to a short notice question. 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: Is it a fact that Bihar never gets her full quota? 

The HbnouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: I might add that the present distnbu- 
tion was unanimously agreed to at a conference held last September by my 
Honourable friend, Sir Akbar Hydan 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy: To what extent did the Ooveninient of India, or the 
Textile Cominissioiier, or any other officer, exercise an,\ control over the provin¬ 
cial machinery so fur as the local distribution of cloth was concerned? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wau|^: Once a complaint comes to his notice, 
he discusses the matter with the provincial authorities. 

(Interruptions) 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Seth Oovind Das: Aud without any complaint, he does not review the 
situation in the provinces 1 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: The distribution of cloth internally is a 
provincial matter and when the provinces do not respond, the Central Govern¬ 
ment brings it to thoir notice and discusses with them 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi: Did the Government take into consideration 
the increase in the population since the peace time calculations were made? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: Tes, Sir 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Has the Honourable Member received complainta 
from the Punjab and Bengal? 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: I h%ve no information 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Beceived no complaints? 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: No not to me 

Seth Govlnd Das: No complaints from the Central Provinces ’ 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: No, Sir 

Sardar Mangal Singh: What is the quota? 

Diwan Ohaman iJdl: May 1 ask my Honourable fnend whether he has 
received any complaints from the people as apart from the Provincial Govern* 
ments ^ 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: I did not follow. 

Mr. President: "May I aek my Honourable friend whether he has received 
any complaints from the people as apart from the Provincial Governments?” 

The Honourably Mr. A. A. Waugh: I cannot undertake to answer all these 
supplementaries m reply to a short notice question. 

Mr. SasaAka Stkhax Sanyal: Do the Central Government call for a report 
from the Provincial Governments as to how the cloth is distributed? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: Yee. 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haxocm: Has he received any complaints from the Sind 
Government? 

, The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Wsugh: No, Sir. 

Seth Tusuf Abdoola Haroon: May I know from, the Honourable Member 
whether the Director General of Textiles in Sind was here in regard to tills and 
there was a statement from the Director in the press? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wauf^: 1 require notice of that. 



MOTIONS FOlt ADJOURNMENT 

Inaction re Deletion of Sections 111 to 121 of Goveenment of India Act 
Hr. Fniidiat: I now proceed to the various adjournment motions that have 
been received We take up No. 33 in the list of adjournment motions. It is in 
the name of Sjt. Diwan Chaman Lall who wishes to discuss a matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, “the failure of Government to make any progresa 
m regard to the deletion from the Government of India Act of Sections 111 t» 
121 (both inclusive) in spite of the overwhelming opinion in all sections of the 
population of India as expressed in the Assembly Resolution o^this subj'eot 
passed by the House on 4th April, 1945”. 

This motion is similar to the motion moved by Pandit Balkrishna Bharma.. 
As that was ruled out of order, this one also drops out. 


Signing of Bretton Woods Financial Agreement 

Hr. President: The next adjournment motion (No 34) is also in the name- 
of Sjt. Diwan Chaman Lall who wishes to adjourn the business of the House to- 
discuss “the action taken by the Government of India committing this countary 
to the membership of the International Monetary Fund and the Intemationcd 
Bank (Bretton Woods Scheme), disregarding the undertaking that nothing 
would be done without the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly”. 

This has already been discussed and disposed of. So it drops out. 

Exactly similar to this is the adjournment motion (No 35) in the name of 
Paudit Govind Malaviya This also drops out 


Mr. President: The next adjournment motion is No. 36. It is also in the 
name of Pundit Govind Mulaviya Since it is similar to adjournment motion 
No 33 above, which has already been ruled out, this drops out too. 


Failure to secure Foodgrains Reserves 
Kr. President: The next motion is by Mr M R Mosam regarding “the 
failure of the Government of India to secure adequate supplies and build up 
adequate reserves of food grains to meet the present grave shortage in Westerr 
and Southern India resulting from failure of crops, thereby endangenng the 
maintenance at the present level of rations which are already insufficient" 

Tins matter is being discussed Rud therefore the motion dro)>s out 
Adjournment motions Nos 38 and 39 by Mr Thakur Das relate to the samo 
subject as above and so they too drop out. 


Ordinances demonetising High Value Notes 
Ifr. Pnsldeiit: Adjournment motion No. 40 is by Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha 
regarding “the three Ordinances recently issued for demonetising notes of the 
value of rupees five hundred and abov^". 

This has been withdrawn. 

The SEononrahle Sir Ar ch ibald Bowluda (Finance Member). Oh I Oh I 


Signing of Bretton Woods Financial Agreement 
Mr. Preddant: The next adjournment motion by Mr P K. Salve and the 
two subsequent ones by Mr G. B. Dani and Mr. Sheodass Daga relate to: “the 
action taken by the Government of India committing this country to the mem-* 
bership of the International Monetary Fund and the T nte mft tifm e.1 Bank (Bretton 
Woods Scheme) disregarding the imdertaking that nothing would be dono with¬ 
out the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly”. 

This matter has already been discussed and so these motions drop out. 
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Inaction re Deletion ok ShuTiuNs 111 to 121 of Govlhnment ok Indu Act 

Mr. Pteiident: Adjournment motions Nos. 44, 45 and 46 by Mr. P. £. 
jSalve, Mr. G. B. Dam and Mr. Sheodass Daga respectively relate to: "the 
failure of Government to make any progress m regard to the deletion from the 
Government of India Act of Chapter 111 Secs 111 to 121 (both mclusive) in 
spite of the overwhelming opinion m all sections of the population of Tn«li«i. gg 
expressed m the Assembly liesolution on this subject passed bv the House on 
4fh April, 1946’*. 

An indentical motion has already been ruled out and so these drop out. 

Sales of Bulfion’s at high Pbicb by Heserve Bank 

Mr. President: The next one is by Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad relatmg to: 
"the (OMiiii.irife of the tlnNeinnienl of Jmli.i at the .lotioii of the Reserve Bank 
in selling bullions at black market price". 

IVhat has the Honourable Member to say about this? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands: I have to submit. Sir, that this 
motion should not be admitted on the groimd of urgency as the matter has been 
discussed on several occasions in this House Moreover, the sales of silver 
stopped at the beginning of July and the sales of gold m August and so there is 
no urgency about this matter 

Haji Abdua Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth (West Coast and Nilgins* Muham¬ 
madan) Sir, after July there has been no session of this House and therefore 
Jhe matter can be discussed now 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands: 1 have made it clear that the sales 
stopped m July 

Mr. President: The sales about which the Honourable Member has been 
«omplaining had been stopped where is the occasion for the motion now? 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Di<itricts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) That is the trouble If the adjournment motion 
refers to the sales which had already taken place . . 

Mr. President: Then the matter ceases to be urgent 


Recruitment of Europeans to Indian Civil and Police Sebviobb 

Mr. President: The next adjournment motion is by Mr. M. Ananthasayanam 
Ayyangar regarding "the action of the Government in recruiting European 
oflP'*prs to the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Police Service permanently, 
in view of the declared intention of the Government to hand over the adminis¬ 
tration very blioitly to the people of the country" 

The Honourable Sir Jdhn Tbome (Home Member). Sir, I have one or two 
points to raise ivith regard to this motion There are two mistakes of fact in iihe 
notice In the first place there is no "permanent" recruitment of European 
oflfici rs to the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Pohee Service in progress. It 
has been made amply clear to the public and to the candidates that anyone 
recruited under the scheme which is now being carried out is liable to have his 
service terminated at any time when consfilutional developments take- place. 
This IS a statement by the Secretary of State for India on that subject • 

"T iiinsl Ihoroforo makn it unmistakably clear to men who arc contemplating entering the 
Indian Civil Spimcp, the Indian Polire Service, etc that constitutional developments mav 
necessitate then appointments under the Secretiry of State being terminated at any time, 
■object to due notiro being given and the payment of the grants set out in the appendix 
to the leaflet ” 

That is the first point there is no permanent recruitment going on now. 

The second point of fact is that it is not for the "Gbvemment of India" to 
recruit to these services The appointments are made By the Secretary of State 
for India and not by the Government of India. The authority for that is sub¬ 
section (1) of Section 244 of the Constitution Act. 
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Theu, iSir, on the point of urgency, I have to point out thaji the recruitmenl 
of European ofiicerB which is now proceeding la not a new matter. The decision 
to appomt them is not a new matter. It was announced as far back as March 
1041, when recruitment was stopped m order to provide for people with war 
service after the war. It was announced in a press coxnmumque of the 18th 
March 1941 that “it has been decided to leave 60 per cent, of the annual vacancies 
occumng m the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Pohce Service unfilled 
with a view to their bemg made available after the war to be filled by suitable 
candidates with war service. This decision apphes equally to the recruitment 
of Indians and Europeans and to recruitment made m India and in England”. 
That was a press communique of the ISth March 1041. It was followed by another 
press commumque of the 10th December, 1942, when the decision was announc¬ 
ed to keep all vacancies not only 50 per cent, of the vacancies, for war service 
candidates, who would be Appointed after the war. I trust you see nw point. 
Sir. The recruitment which is now being undertaken is to fill exactly this class 
of posts which have been kept vacant, 50 per cent in 1941 mcreased to 100 per 
cent in 1942 This decision is not a new one and therefore 1 submit that on the 
tests which normally apply m dealing with adjournment motions, this is not a 
fit subject for an adjournment motion 1 quite realise that it is a matter in which 
the House is entitled to take an interest and that it can and should come up 
for discussion My only point is that it is not suitable for discussion on an 
adjournment motion 

Mr. Menu Snbedar fIndian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau: Indian Com¬ 
merce) Sir, may 1 elicit iiifoimation on a matter of fact? May I ask the 
Honourable the Home Member whether it is or is not true that with regard to 
the notice of termination to these new entrants into these services the power of 
the future Government is heavily handicapped by the rather big rewards which 
have to be paid to these men, if at all they are sent away durmg the interme¬ 
diate period without completing their full penod of service If there is this handi¬ 
cap are we not entitled to raise this issue on the floor of the House and, if we 
are not satisfied, to censure the Government on their decision? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: My Honourable friend is of course quite 
correct in e.illiiig attention to the compensation which will be payable to the 
members of the services when their service is terminated The details will be 
found in n pniiiphlet vliicli is oi will be placed todav m the library of the Hnnsp 
But T submit, Sir, that that makes no difference to the point that T have raised. 
The aiipointineiit is not permanent 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West runjab Non-Muhammadan) Sir, with referent e 
to what the TTonournble TTonie Member said just now may I say this that as far 
as the question of compensation is concerned I believe that that same principle 
w'ould apply to those ^^ll(, aio in the so-called permanent services? Service m 
both cases would be ordinarily permanent subj'ect to compensation bemg given 
in either ease,—either the new lecruits or even the old recruits They will be in 
the same categorv In regard to urgency and recent origin of this matter it is 
true that communiques were issued, one in 1941 and one in 1942, but the question 
of recruitment comes now after the end of the war, and the communique** 
related to something that was going to happen at the end of the war when new 
recruitment started The new recruitment starts now and therefore since it 
is a matter of recent origin it gains in urgency because it involves a very im¬ 
portant matter of principle So I submit that in view of these facts^ it is a 
matter both of recent origin and public importance and a matter which is" a 
fit subject for an adjournment motion * 

Sri M. AnaafhRsayaDRiii Ayyangsr: Sir, so far as the recent nature of it is 
concerned my Honourable friend Diwan Chaman Lall has given a sufficient 
answer. The communique that was issued in 1941 has been in abeyance and it 
could not come into operation; and if any one had moved an adjournment motiofr 
on that day certainly the mover of that motion would have been refuted with an 
answer that it is only on paper and until it comes into operation there is no 
cause of action. Therefore the cause of action only arises now After the 
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Assenibly session last year, in April or May, my Honourable tnend’s predecessor 
'Sir Francis Mudie flew to England with suggestions as to what ought to be done 
in the matter of recruitment. The Government of India cannot absolve them* 
selves from the responsibility of recruitmg so many persons and reserving so much, 
though the initiative in the first instance is taken by the Secretary of State. As 
regains the temporarv nature of it, it may be that some persons have been re> 
•cruited tenipoinrily during the period of the wa^ but it is proposed, according to 
the Honourable Home Member himself, to make these permanent That is, 
-those persons who have returned from war service w'lll be permanent hereafter. 
J should like to know if it is the intention of the Honourable Member and the 
■object to the communique to cou\ert those temporary posts which are held by 
ex-inilitarv service men into permanent ones 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: \o such temporary .'ippointments have 
been made. 

Sri H. Ananthaeayanam Ayyangar: Ex-service men will be recruited here* 
after and tliev will be recruited on a pcMin.inent basis with a particular pro¬ 
portion,—fifty to England and fifty to India I submit that though a few of us, 
about twelve" or thntcen, may be "asked to take charge of Government, we will 
have to woik w'lth other people who, if we look to the west will look to the east 
and will look to the west if we look to the east This will be onlv p.iper auto¬ 
nomy that we will get T submit this is a fit and proper motion Tt is urgent, 
definite and of recent occiuience, and therefore. Sir, T -would request you to 
gi\c me lea\e to move it. 

ICr. Freaidant: I would like to lie cleai mvself on one or two points I 
understand that the jirovisions about compensation and other things wmeh the 
Honourable Member rend out are inserted in the new eo\enants and they are 
not part of the old covenants of the Indian Civil Service’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not think any discussion has yei 
arisen on the nature of the covenant that will be executed by new recruits. 
According to my covenant I have no rights of any kind—^I have merely obliga¬ 
tions—and r should be rather surprised if m the new covenants there will be any 
mention of these compensation terms The conipensation terms have been 
published in this pamphlet which I have here 

Mr. President: The point that I have ui mind is this. Will it be part of the 
agreement with the particular ('ivil Servant that his services are liable to be 
terminated at .my time by puyiueiit of compensation or otherwise? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: Yes, Sir, that is part of the understanding 
and agreement, afid statement of the Secretary of State’s policy on which appli¬ 
cations have been called for from war service candidates 

Mr. President: In any case, the question of compensations will arise? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: Yes, Sir 

Mr. President: Then as regards the authority. Have the Government of 
India nothing to do with these terms? One Honourable Member referred to 
the visit to England of the late Home Member, perhaps ^or consultations with 
the Secretary of State The appointing authority may techmcally be Ae 
Secietory of State, but have the Government of India absolutely no responsi¬ 
bility, morally and practically, in the matter? 

The HoimraUe Sir John Thome: The responsibility, I take it, lies on the 
shoulders which bear the statutory responsibility for appomtment. It is of 
course a fact that the future employeit of these services—the Government of 
India and the Provincial Governments—^have been consulted as to the conditions 
on which the new members shall be appointed 

Sii M. AiunlhMayanain Ayyangar: May I ask the Honourable Member if 
there was not a meeting of the Executive Council wherein this matter ^ 
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{or discussion and by a very narrow majority it was decided and they recom¬ 
mended to the Reeretnry of State to recruit? The initiative'was from them, let 
niy Honouiable friend deny it 

Mr. President: As to the question of urgency, as I see it> the time for n'crnit- 
nicnt IS novi coining. But apart from that question, the motion relates to the 
personnel to be recruited The Honourable Member referred to the percentage 
of recruitment That percentage may stand; it was declared in 1941 The 
question now is about the iiersonnel to he recruited, giving effect to the decla¬ 
ration as to the jiercentage, and if the time has come now to bring that per¬ 
centage into effect, the matter, to my mind, appears to lie of recent origin. 
May I know wh.it the Honoiir.ible Home Member has to say on that? 

The Etnumrable Sir John Thome: Sir, T cannot question what you have 
said on that point. My point was that the decision was announced in 1941 as 
a dehmte decision of llie Seiretary of State who is now putting it into effect. 
It is not a new decision The decision was to take effect immediately after the 
war The war has ended and the decision natiimllv is being put. into effect 
Kothing new has hap]iened 

Mr. President: But what T am thinking about is this The decision was 
to have n particular percentage of rtcruitmcnt Without disturbing that per¬ 
centage, now the time h.is come t«» give effect to that decision, and the manner 
of giving effect to it in the selection of the personnel is the matter of the adjourn¬ 
ment motion, .is T see it, because it specifically" refers to Eiirojiean officers ind 
does not relalc to the percentage of lecruitment 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: T think the answer to it is that there fs no 
new decision .is to the projiortion of Indians and Eiimpcons. That is the same 
as it has been for .\ imniher of j-ears jiast 

Mr. Preeident: The Honourable Member does not wish to discuss the per¬ 
centage of lecriiitnient, as I see from the adjournment motion Within the 
limits of that percentage, his point seems to be that now that recruitment is 
coming. Europeans should not be got for the services. It does not affeot thaf 
decision at all That is how it appears to me Is the Honourable Member 
the Mover keen to li.ive the w'ord “permanently” in this motion? 

Sri M. AnanthaMyanam Ayyangar: As it happens, the word “permanently” 
need not be there In view of the fact that large compensation equal to 30 
years’ salary—we do not know what it is going to be—is to be gi\eni it is really 
permanent I am not ^ery particular about the word “permanent”. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May, I point out that the same state of affairs aiose 
at the time of the introduction of the last reforms At that time the Secretary 
of State did exactly the same thing in the matter of compensation I believe 
the Honourable the Home Member was in service at that time. If he wanted 
to retire and to get compensation, he could have retired on very good terms too. 

Mr. Pragideat: I think the motum is admissible and it will be taken up at 
4 o’clock. 


NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Hr. President: I have to inform Honourable Members that I have nominated 
Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad and Mr. K C Neogy to the Library Committee of 
the Indian Legislature. 

ELECTION OP MEMBERS TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
Mr. President: I have to inform Rie Assembly that the following membew 
have been elected to serve on the Committee on Public Accounts, namely: (1) 
N. G. Banga, (2) Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, (3) Mr. Geoffrey W. 
Tyson, (4) Shri Mohan Lai Saksena, (5) Mr. Taxnisuddin Knon, (6) Bjt. B. 8. 
^ay, (7) Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwab and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, 



ELECTION OF MEMBEES TO CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD OF HEALTH 

Mr. Fnsidsiit: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 noon on \Vedne8- 
day, the 30th Januory, 1046, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the 
Central Advisory Board of Healtli, two nominations were received As me 
number of candidates is equal to the nmiiber ot vacancies, I declare Dr U. 
Deshmukh and Sii llassan Suhrawardy, to be duly elected to the Board 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR ROADS 

Mr. FreflddeiLt: I have to inform the Assembly that the following Members 
have been elected to serve on the Standing Committee for Roads for rcmaini^ 
months of the financial year 1945-46- (1) Mr Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (2) 
Choudhry Sri Cliand, (3) IGitm Bahadur Habibur Rahman, (4) Raizada Hans 
Raj, (51 Mr A C Tnskip, (6) Mr Ramayaii Prasad, (7) Khan Bahadur Hafiz 
^I. Ghazanfarulla, and (8) Sn V C Velhngiri Goimder 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr . President: T h.i\e fuithei to inform the Asembl.s that upto 12 noon on 
Monday, the 28th January, 1046, the time fixed for leeeiMiig nominations for 
the Standing Committee for the Department of Labour, twelve nominations 
were received Subsequently two members withdiew theii candidature As 
the number of lemamiiig candidates is equal to the number ot lacancies, I 
declare the following members to be dulv elected (1) Mr R (’ ^lorns, (21 Mr. 
A C Tnskip, (31 ^Ii S Gurusw-nrai, (41 Paiidit Bullcnshiia Sharma, (51 Sree 
Satyapriya Bniierjee, (6) Sn N Naraviinamurtlii, (71 Diwan Chaman Lall, 
(8) Mr Mohaininad M Killedar, (9) Sn TTassan Suhr.iw.iitlv, and (10) Mr. 
Muhammad Nauuuiii 

RESOLUTION RE RELEASE OF ONE-THTRI) MILL YARN FOR 
HANDLOOMS 

Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang (East Punjab Mubanimadan) Sn, I mo^e 

“That thi« Assembly recommends to the (ikixetnoi tteiieial in Council to pass aa 
emergency ordinance compelling cotton texUU nails to release al least one tlaid ot the 
yarn manufactured by them for the use of handlooms 

Shri Sn Prakasa (Benares and Goiaklipur Divisions Xoii-Muhnimnadan 
Rural) On a point of older In the Resolution as printed on the ordci paper 
the word ‘varus’ appears It should be ’tain' for the word tarns’ inav mean 
anything' 

Mr. President: There is no point of order m it The Honourable Member 
may proceed 

Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang: I have already dropped the 's’ in ‘yarns’ This 
Resolution will, 1 hope, prove a non-contentious one I see that the several 
amendments wlneli have been filed all tend to make it more explicit and more 
comprehensive than it is and none of the amendments seek in nnv way to 
challenge the proposition embodied in my Resolution The fact is that the 
Resolution concerns the welfare of a very large number of Indians who are 

engaged in the liandloom industry According to the figures w-hich have been 

collected by a committee appointed by Government in 1941 called the FaeV 
Finding Committee which consisted of very competent men wlio after carrying 
on prolonged and careful investigations collected the necessary facts and figures 
relating to the handloorn industry m India, the figures which are important for 
considering this Resolution are as follows The number of weavers who are 

engaged in the handloorn industry all over India is 24 lakhs They have gob 

assistants paid and unpaid to aid them in carrying on their vocation and their 
number is 36 lakhs The number of those who depend upon the earnings ol 
their trade is estimated to be at least 40 lakhs. Thus, a total of one otote 
Indians depend for their subsistence on this industry and that shows the very 
great importance which the industry possesses and should possesa in the economy 
( 306 ) 
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of this country. Now, the amount of jam which all these weavers who work on 
haiidiooms require is a very large one indeed and unless it is made available for 
that industry, there is no hope of the industry prospering or even surviving. 
Taking the figures of the production of yam one finds according to the figures for 
the last two years which were supplied to us only two days ago that m the 
year 1944-45, li622 million pounds yam was produced by ^e textile mills in 
India Out of this, 1,152 million lbs was utilised by the mills thetnselves and 
470 million lbs was distributed to power-looms and handlooms and the hosiery 
industry 6*8 million lbs. was exported m 1944 and 5 9 million lbs. was exported 
ih 1945 to countries outside India M\ contention in the Besolution which I 
have tabled is that unless Government takes steps by passing an Ordinance to 
giMMiitec that at least oiie-third of the total amount of yarn produced by the 
textile nulls is made availahle for the handloom industry, this industry is in 
dangei of being voiv seriously affected for the w'orse You will see, Sir, that 
470 million lbs , which is said to ha\e been distributed to jiow er-looins and 
handlooms and the hosiery industry, comes very nearly to one-fourth of the 
total iimount of y.im produced by the milh Not only is it less than one-thud, 
which I want to he set apart for purely handloom indiistiy, but it has got at 
least three sharcholdois, the handlooms. ihc powcr-looms and the hosiery 
mdustrj Tii fact, I think thue .‘le s,,m( other partners also in the amount 
w'hieli Is thus set apart for consumption v.iits'd,' the nulls There are those W'ho 
iiHU- lislmm nets, those who make New.ti, those who make tapes and so on 
So. <1 good deal of the yarn set .ipart apiiarcntly for consumption in the industrj 
othoi than the textile nulla goes out for purposes I have ]ust mentioned and the 
handloom industrv comes in for really a \ery small share Even that one- 
fonrth IS not allotted entireh to the handlo m industry 

Now looking at the fact that a good dc.d of it was exported m 1944 and 1945 
to count lies outside fndia and looking at the admission made by the Honourable 
Membci for Go\ernnient in answering the* short-notice questions that no varn 
was impoited into the country from outside, the position of the handloom 
industrv becomes very precarious indeed f, therefore, contend that it is the 
dut\ of the Government of India to take steps bv passing immediately an 
Ordinance compelling the textile mills to release at least one-third o^ the total 
niiioiiiit of vain prepaiod in these textile mills for consumption purely bj' the 
handloom industry. Unless that is done, the industry will suffer, as it has been 
Buffeting, for lack of yarn And looking at the vast number of handlooms and 
those who w'ork thorn and their deiiendcnts and the labour engaged m carrying 
on the handloom industry, I submit that the urgency of the matter becomes- 
veiv apjiarent and obvious and there ought to bo no hesitation on the part of the 
Gov eminent to accepting my Besolution and taking action accordingly at the 
earliest possible date. 

As I said at the very beginning, I do not expect that this Besolution of mine 
w*ill prove a contentious one and I can anticipate general agreement in the 
various sections of this House about the subject-matter of my Besolution I do 
not think, therefore, that I should labour the point at any grea^^er length and F 
commend my Besolution to the acceptance of the House 
Sir, I move 

Mr. President: Besolution moved* 

“That thifl Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to pass as- 
emergency ordinance compelling cotton textile mills fo releaee at least ona-third of the 
yjrn manufactured by them for the use of handlooms ” 

Mr. Prerident: We will now take up the amendments Let them be movedi 
in the order in w'hich they are on the agenda papei. 

Mr. SMRBka SeUuur Sanyal (Presidency Division* Non-Muhammadan.. 
Eural)* Sir, I move: 

“That for the words ‘recommends to the Governor General in 
emergemy ordmance', the following be substituted: 

'urges upon the GoveiTunaiit Co take ateps* " 


Council to pass aa> 
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Hr. Preiidut: Auieudment moved. 

‘ That foi tbu woida laconiiuuiicla t*> the Goveiiioi Oeneial m Couiitil tu paise an 
eiiieigency oidinanie’, the following be sulwtitutcd . 
uiges upon the Government to take ateiM’ " 

Sn M. Anaathuayaiuun Ayyuigax (Madras ceded Distncts and Ohittoor: 
Non-Mubuminudan liurul) SSir, 1 move 

"(1) That for the worda 'paaa an emeigeucy oidinance the following be aubatituted : 
‘take immediate ateps by legialation or otheiwiaia foi’ 

(2) 'ihat at the end of the reaolution the followmg be added 

and with a \U!W to facilitate the aame, pioiiibit all export of yam and cloth foi tiade 
^uipoaea to countiiea untside India fur a peiiud of une yeui oi until auch time .la it 
takea lor thia countiT to become aelf aufficient, whiche\ei la earliei’ " 

Ml. PteBident: Ameudmeut moved: 

"(1) That for the worda ‘paaa an emeigenc} uidinaiice' the following be substituted ; 
‘take immediate steps by legislation oi otheiwise loi’ 

(2) That at the end of the leaolution the lollowinc be added 

and with a view to facilitate the B.ime, prohibit all expuit of yam and cloth foi trade 
pui poses to count I lea outside India fui a peiiod of one yeai oi until auch time aa it 
takes for this eountiy tu Income aelf sufficient, whichevci is eailiei’” 

Mr. SManka Sakhar Sanyal: Sir, I move. 

“That at the end of the Ileaolution the following be adileil 

‘and that steps be taken to so diatrilmte the released \am as to cuvei the laigest number 
of handloom weavera* families'.*’ 

Mr. Preaident: Ainendmeut moved: 

‘ That at the end of the Hesoliitioii the following be added 

‘and that ateps be takieii to ao diatubute the leleased vain aa to cover the laigest number 
of handloom weavera’ families’ " ‘ * 

Nawab Siddique All Khaa (Ccutiul Provincub and Berur* MuUiiiumadan) 

. ISir, 1 move 

“That at the end of the Beaolution the following be added . 

and piohibiting the expoit of jam fot tiade purposes to coantrtea ouuide India'foi a 
period ut one >iai or until sudi time as it takes this rountiy to become self-sufficient, 
whuhever is earlier’ ’’ 

Mr. Prealdant: Amendment moved 

“That at the end of the Besolution the following be added ’ 

'and prohibiting the export of varn for trade purposes to countries outside India for • 
iperiod of qin year or until auch time as it takes this couiitiy to beionie self-suffii lent, 
■whichever is earlier’ ’’ 

Prof. H. O. Banga (duntur »urn Nellore Ncn-3[uhammadan Hural) Sir I 
.move % 

“That at the end of the Besolution the following be added 

'and take other necessaiy stepa to ensure adequate supplies of yarn to handlooma 
calculated to provide full and lemuneiative employment to the one ciore handloom weavera 
of the country’ ’’ 

Mr. PraaULant: Amendment moved: 

“That at the end of Ihe Besolgtion the following be added 

‘and take other necessary steps to ensure adequate supplies of yarn to handlooma 
calculated to provide full and remunerative employment to the one crore handloom weavera 
cf the conntrjf ’’ 

Mr. President: There is a slight technical objection to the amendment 
moved bv the Honourable Member Mr Sanyal. It should be, instead of delet¬ 
ing the words “recommends to the Governor General in Council to pass an 
emergencv ordinance”, “delete the words 'pass an emergency ordinance’ and 
substitute instead 'take steps’.” The object is the same. It is cmly a question 
of belter form , Does the Honourable Member accept the alteration ? 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Yes, Sir, I accept 

Mr. President: I will put it in the amended‘form Amendment moved: 

“That, for the words' ‘pass an emorgoacy ordinanco’. the worda 'take steps' be 
.-ipbstituted “ 

Mr..Saaa]ika Sekhar Sanyal: Sir, in the middle of the twentieth century 
when the rest of the world is discussin'g ns to how to bring the kingdom of 
'heaven upon earth, this unfortunate country of ours is still stuck in the 
^mud of the original problem of food and cloth. Unfortunately, one hundred 
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Rud ninety years of British rule have still kept us virhere human race was, 
;before it ever talked of or thought about civilisation. Sir, my good friend 
Bjed Ghulam Bhik Nairang has put his case very briefly and rightly so 
because he thought and, we agree, that the inntter Is extremely non- 
controversial Sir, that brings the irony of the mutter still more home 
becuiibe questions winch are so noii-controversial have unfortunately also to 
be discussed on the floor of the House, and why so? Because we are under 
a system of Government, a system of administration which have neither the 
heads nor the hearts to look into the elementary noriiiul problem of our 
existence Sir, we are here talking of post war reconstruction, we are rend¬ 
ing a lot about rehabilitation schemes, and p'ans are flashed upon us as 
if we are about to enter into a new phase of civilised existence But then, 
Sir, the truth of the matter, the reality of the whole thing is that we are 
not yet able to settle even a fraction of the normal problems of our existence. 
When we want to settle the real problem, namely to get rid of thi • foreign 
administration which has fulled us m our elementary requirements, when we 
ask them to quit India, the} do not care to take stuck of their own position, 
they do not enre to he convinced that after having kept us hungry and naked 
for these nearly 2t)0 years, they have no right to stop here, and to our very 
legitimate demand that the\ should abandon this land, they answer us with 
repression Sir, apart from this normal position, I would like to impress upon 
■the Government, although it is irrespoiisib’e and irremovable government, still 
so long as wc are here—1 see my Honourable friend is smiling there, but I 
hope he will consider this question not only snnhnglv but also seriously—it is 
■our duty to draw their attention to our present norinnl position, namely this 
is the gift of war conditions, conditions arising out of a war which was theirs 
and not ours at all 

Kir, toda\ if we were not subjected to these end'ess distress and difficulties 
arising out of these war Londitions, if we were really masters of our own 
•destiny, what would wc have done*^ We would all sit round a table amongst 
ourselves, we would have thought of improved aviation, we would have consi¬ 
dered questions relating to nation building uctivitieb, we would Imve consi- 

•dered ways and means of keeping abreast of other civilised nations of the 

world But instead of that, w'e have to cry like animals pining for a little food, 
•cry for a little piece of cloth to cover our shame Sir, the other day when 
■the Bretton Woods matter wws under discussion, we were treated to very deli- 
•cious words, particularly from our f.’iends ojiposite, that we wwre having a 
place in the galaxy of luminaries m the comity of nations, uiid that we were 
%emg given well oecorated cushion chairs in that assemblage of big countries. 
'Sir, yesterday when the food (jucstion was being discussed, my Honourable 
friends like Mr, Masani and others said that instead of dollars and pounds we 

have a right to expect food What applies to food applies also to the posi- 

■tion of cloth Have the Government, I ask in all humility, done anything 
to place our position regarding cloth before the comity of nations? Have they 
got any response from those great powers w'hose war w’as responsible for the 
depletion of supplies from our unfortunate country. The other day when the 
Honourable Member for Industries replied to the short notice 
isitooir. qyggtjQn Qf friend Mr Ayyangar, he gave certain figures and 
at the end of the answer, we were given the information that our yardage 
•consumption per capita is 13*4 per year—a magnificent figure indeed. I was 
just wondering whether the Government of India was satisfied with giving us 
that average People who are in the habit of keeping hounds and terriers as 
a matter of verv pardonable luxury—even they know that their per capita 
consumption would not be properly served with 18*4 yards But we are human 
beings even if we are slaves; and even a slave’s necessity is not properly 
answered by that insulting vardage per capita. May I ask the Honouratfle 
Member opposite as to whether the Government of India has in its mind as 
to whether this yardage should be increased. We are all talking of post-war 
reconstruction. Is it in the contemplation of the Government of India to bring 
ithis country a little higher up, by trying to take steps so that the average 
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[Mr Sosanka Sekhar Sanyul] 

Iiuli.iii would get at lea^t a loasouablu amoimt for clothing himselfV The war 
has mllicted tremendous difficulties upon us Apart from that, if as a propo- 
sitioii of post-war reconstruction wo are supposed to be brought up at a^ higher 
level, it 13 imperatively necesbary that not only should ive get sufficiently 
nutritious food to eat, but also a decent quantity of clothing so that we can 
move round our streets like huiuun beuigs, to say the least of it 

Now', Sir, you know that our haiidlooiu weavers (unfortunately the resolu¬ 
tion and the amendments necessarily are a httlc more narrow and restricted 
in scope and therefore I w'ould not be permitted by the rules of the procedure 
of t>m House to stray \ei> much out of the restricted scope, ulthougli the 
largtr qiicstioiib me there)—since the matter is looked at from the point of 
view of the haudlooin weavers, it not only raises a question legarding the 
unainploymeiit of the wea\eis tlieinsehes but it also raises the larger question 
regarding the available stock for use and consumption by the people of India 
at Luge One lends to the other and both are linked together This problem 
cam. >t be solved iiiurclv by tinkering adjustments here and there within the 
avail.ihle lesouices 11 .1 real and Ihstmg solution is to be achieved. Govern¬ 
ment has "to sit down here and now to consnler the incrcaso of yarn supply. 
Thej have to bring from outside if possible, and they have to increase the out¬ 
put witluii I do not know whcthci it will be possible for the (jovornmeiit to 
eiui-.ui.ige at this stage at least puvate eiiterpiises for bunging into existence 
a '.iigo nuiiibci of nulls foi spinning yam I do not know whether it will be 
possible foi the GoNennnent to liaNC m thou post-wai leconstilu tion seheme 
a few mills ol then own, so that tlie supply of ^A^n ma\ be l.ioilitated hut 
then somehow or othci all this has to he done K\porf has to bo stoppi-d, as 
has iieoii jiroposed bv 0110 imendniont finports have to ho inoiouscd by leaps 
and 1 oiinds, and increased output is a thing which cannot bo delayed any 
further 

l omnig now to these wea\ors, you know, Sn, that during the last fainliie 
mo'.i of the people who suffered and stai\ed wore the landless artisans of 
diffiiiiit kinds The cobbleis and the petty toolsinen and these hundlooni 
woavcis niiffcicd a 'ot Those who lia\o got some idea about the economic 
coiistiuctioii oi our society know \cry well that tliesc w'eaveis .is a class are 

more or ass landless they have no rcsoi\o powei, the\ have no standi)\ for 

themselves Even m the inattei of elotli, tluy iiseaJ to we.i\e foi others, but 

tliev had nut much of a reserve 01 suii)lus lor iheiiisolves beeause this was 

then li.ide, tliev had to weave and sell so that with the moiiev they got they 
could piirohase their foodgiuiiis From the very nature of things, it was m it her 
then Iiahit noi was it possible foi them to keep any stock for tlieir ow'ii (on- 
Buiiiptiun 01 iuniilv u-e The result was tlwt when famiiu' was ata'kmg 
throughout the length and hre.idlh of the country, the very fiist thing these 
weaveis had to do, when there was 1.0 adequate sujiply of y.uii and no stock 
of foodgr.iins, was to sell off then looms, .‘ind these looms giadually went into 
the hands of different kinds of industrial capitalists, and speaking from rny 
own experience of iiiv provniLC of Bengal, m several districts of that province 
a big toll of death was eonfnbutcd by this class Sir, do you know that even 
when rehef organisations wore started, these weavers’ families could not even 
coir’e out to take the doles from the philanthropic organisations which were set 
up*’ \fter all, if people have to come out, they have to come out in a way 
so that their shame might not be exposed; and even before these relief operat¬ 
ing centres (I have personal experience of them) these weavers could not come 
out to get the doles even They stayed within their homes and they died 
there, unnoticed and unenred for As a matter of fact these unofficial relief 
workers who have some idea about this matter, (Airried the doles in several 
places from door to door, hut that could hardly be commensurate with the 
magnitude of the situation, and in spite of the best intentioned relief opera¬ 
tions they could not he saved from the jaws of death Therefore thfa is • 
matter which has got to be considered purely as a practical proposition with¬ 
out anv political colour in it. ' 
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I share tlie hope which was expiubbod by iny liiuiid, Mr Maru^uu, that 
the Resolution and the amendments, il possible, will be accepted and that we 
shall heiu fiorii the (ioverument wJiat steps they are coiibidermg, not merely 
on paper, but us a piactical piopobition, with a view to seeing that things 
winch are aiieudy vciy bud do not become worse and these iion-vocul sections 
of our society are, at least once ui their life, being given to undeistand that 
we are by tlicir side 

Sir, 1 have got two amt ndments One aiiieiidment was only to change the 
tone of lungii.ige of m\ lloiioiitiible friend, Mr Naiiang, regarding lecommcn- 
dution to the Clmetnui Uoneiul lor legislation, eti Sir, legislation is not 
neccssai^ at all J£ wt exptess an upiiiiuu lu this House, and that opmir)n is 
accepted, it ought to he jlie coiiceiii of the Govcninicnl to see how that desire 
is imp'ementfd and e.imt'd in1<^ **fleet Apait from tii.it if the Go\eiumeut is 
really so nuiuled, riu\ i..*n make use of that omnibus legislation—the Dthiitc 
of India liulcs Tiiese Defence of India Rult s li.ive heeii evploited for all 
soits of lluhu1^^ 2 jin|i(isis .uid il lor once the Detence ut India Jfiiles .iri used 
for putting into opeiation the agieed disiie of this Tloiisi , t \vill at lea>'t have 
one piece of atoncnu'iit Sn, nn Honoin.ihle fra nd, the leteian legisl.itoi, Dr 
Sii Zia L'ddin, said M'^Uiday ihat the 1)4 l.oiec of India Uiiles could do e\ciy 
thing eveept one, nainel\ ehaniie the -tv 1 .'e,rec, hid tlien it is also tiiie 
tliat il the Difeiuo ot liuli.i linles enj«>Mis th.iL a pi ison sliould ih.mge "ex 
and if he i aniiot ili.uige sex, as oh\iousi\ he eannot, lie cannot i sc api* piosc- 
outioii foi non-eoinpli.mcc with the oiders Tliciefore I snhmit that if the 
GovcrnincMib is leallv jiimoiis to lespotid to the cksiie whidi is expu'-sed 
through this Hesolntmn and the amendments, the Gc)\eminent eaii at once 
promulgate oidtis uiidci tin Defence of India Rules aid put into idtect the 
expiessiil (lesiie i.f the House 

M\ otliei .imeiidimut 's rc g.iidiiig tlic cpicstion of disliilnitioii Tins is 
vci^ vei\ seiiuiis, mou* stiious tliaii the Tieasiiry Reiirlies esm L\ei suspect 
beeiiuse tiiose who li.ixc* got a little touch with the people know th.it the 
insufhcieiicv ol }<uii was h.ul enough, but it was lu.ule wense h} the totally 
he.irtless aii.iiigemeuts foi distiibution which led to uiiholj bhie' -lu.uketing 
day m and d.iv out The (loseiiniulit iitatid li.imlling agencies It is now 
a talk in tlie stieel tli.it .dl hmidlmg age neies wcic apiiointed loi mibh iiidluig 
things Pilose who weie eiitnisted with handling foixlgiams li.n] moie th.m 
enoucdi focjd foi iliiuisil\fs .( fh, c*ost iif olheis Oflkeis who wiu. eiitiiisUil 
to set up Iliac liiiien Lousuleied tliemsches nioic as Xawabs m then particular 
aplieies latlui than sii\ mtx ..f people They cieatod cotciie of their own, 
some men li.nits, buiiic }>seiiclo-inoitli.uits .aid some neid\ lepn s, lU.t.ives i.f 
the people who wi*ie at the heck and i .ill of these exeeutnc otiiLtns, and all 
sorts of .i(h.mt.i',a s weie laul at their clooi and then will w.is tiealed as law 
and then voice- w is tieaied .is food and clothing foi the people The lesiilt 
has hec^ii th.it things wliiili weie meant foi people nexer reaelied them at all 
So fur as this ftfutieulnr thing is eoneorned, namclv vain, Sii, \nn know' that 
handling .‘igoiicies and some sort of maclnneiics were cieatcd so that with their 
help tlie vnrn could be distiibuted to the weaveis I am speaking nn ni\ owm 
knowledge in mv own provini'e TTnion Hoard Presidents were piekcd up m 
most oases These Union llo.iid Presidents, at least those who weie eopsideied 
to be very kival to the adiiimistiation, weie pieked up and people who never 
hud anv idea of vain, people w'ho never hud nnv contact with the weavers, 
were entrusted w'llh the work of distiibntion, and do you know what thev did’ 
They took signatures, mostly thumb impressions, of the w'eavors on blank 
pages and thev stiow’ed disfiibution to these W'eavers, and m the verv voar in 
which yam was to be sold to those weavers at eontrolled pnecs. the varn 
was sold to the ver\ same w'eavers at fabidous rates « 

An Honourable Member: Tlieir thumbs were out! 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Their thumbs were cut when the British eame 
here 

Mr. President: Order, order Let the Honourable Member proceed 
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Mr. SaMnka Sekhar Sanyal: and uot, oulj the thumbs but arms of 

tile weavers will be amputated before the British leave this country 

tsir, 1 will give you one instance, a typical uistance A particular null in 
Bengal got a stock of yarn and the nii'l in its goodness proposed to the autho¬ 
rities that they would sell these jam to weavers. Now, Sir, a handling 
agentj was created, a \erj lo\al and faithful gentleman whose only qualifica¬ 
tion 18 that he never had an\ thing to do with life except to dunce attendance 
at offiiers’ places, who was a big cap.talist, and who nlieudy had in his own 
stock a number of looms purchased Irmi the 'oe.i' we.uers, was made in 
ch.iige The \arn that he took from this particular null was kept bj him in 
hi8 own stock, and he showed in the usual wn\ that it was distributed to the 
wea\ers But he actuallj held out to the wea\er8 that those w’ho were .igree- 
able to weaMiig tevtuies on fixed salaiies pei month would be given Mini, but 
those who wanted to purchase and then send it to the open market would not 
be gi\en 

Mr. Frealdent: T ina\ just leiiiind the Honoinablc Member about the time 
limit Ordinarily 13 minutes is the time limit, hut the Chair iiinN allot further 
tune 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: I am glad. Sir, that jou lia\c reminded mG 
about that 1 will just wind up my speech 

My point 18 that (roveinment must find out n propet machinery for distrU 
bution My Honourable fnend, Mr N.uraiig, n'ferred to the faet-linding lleport 
There is one thing which 1 w'ant the (loveinment to guard against The data 
of (he OoNernment are faultx and they are also unscientific If the (TO\em- 
menl is going to do some husmess in (Ins mn(ter, it will not do meieK to go 
upon the number of looms, because I know* that mnnv looms aie in the pockei 
of these capitalists So if \ou distribute over the looms, you don’t do real 
good to the people who require some sustenance at the present juncture You 
must pick up by statistics and by local investigations the number of families of 
weuxers Tf one weaver’s family has got more than one loom, the first of the 
other family must be seixed before (he second of the first f.inuly is served 
This will introduce a policj of pnoritj with one end in view, namely, to keep 
up the families of these starNing people In that event, Sir, w’e shall not 
onU he doing something to the mdustrx which is almost dving out hut we 
should have the credit of having done something to people w'ho w*ere the 
greatest victims of the past distress 

The matter is non-controversial and the speeches are also likely to be so 
and T appeal to the Oovomment that in their wisdom and goodness, at least 
for once in their lives they w'lll create an impression of having been sensitive 
to the needs of the people. 

Nftwab Siddlque All Khan: tin, the amendinent which stands lu my iiamer 
was moved with a view' to help the haiullooin weavers and to mitigate their 
sufferings Sir, it is an old story by this time All their troubles were narrat¬ 
ed Inst year on the floor of this House and iii other Committees outside the 
House As a result of a deputation waiting on the Honourable Member, Sir 
Aziiciil Huque, who wii'* then in charge of the Deportment, and in view of an 
adjournment motion tabled in this House, and seveial questions which were 
asked, and a resolution which was passed in the last Session, the Honourable 
Member bad promised to constitute the All-Tiulia Haiullooin Weavers’ Board. 
Sir, the Government of India took a prettv long time m forming this Board. 

I may be excused if I were to say that instead of proving helpful this Board 
has done harm to the handloom weavers to a groat extent Two meetings of 
this All-India Handloom Weavers’ Board were held—one at Nagpur and the 
other at Bombay in the last month Tn the Nagpur meeting only formal busi¬ 
ness was transacted and Prof Banga, who is smiling there, also came to 
Nagpur at that time and presided over AU-Tndia Handloom Weavers’ Confer¬ 
ence. The Bombay meeting was a very important one from the point of view 
of the weavers because more than two’ dozen resolutions w'ere tabled and it 
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RUb uApectud tliat they would be passed ui that iiieetmg But uufortimateiy, 
several resolutions weie refuiied to ihe itaw Materials Committee and some were 
referred to the Marketing Committee and some resolutions were shelved ou 
the ground that the^ were provmcul subjects That was the result of the 
two meetings of the All-iiuliu Huiidlooui Weavers Bouid Thus it will be 
seen that the All-india ilaudloom Weavers* Board has not been helpful. 

I w'lll conhue my remarks to the ptoMiiee which 1 have the honour to 
represent in this House I'nder the patronage of the (lovernment a society 
called the Central Provinces and Beiiir Weavers' Society has been formed 
there and it is gcnerullv called the t'eutral Society The constitution of this 
Society 18 a peculiar one This Society has got a majority of nominated 
members who are nominated by the District Magistrate, the Director of Civil 
Industries and the Provinciifl Textile Commissionei T'his Society has got some 
individual members who pay an annual subsciiptioii of Bs lU and the otner 
societies which are registered they are also affiliated to this body and they have 
to pay only four annas These regi''ti.red societies who leallv represent the 
weaveis have no voice in the adiiiiuistration of the Centi.d S(x;iety This 
Central Society plays the role ot a nnddlenian only. !knin is received by 
different societies from the t'ential Society 'Jins Socie>y gets yarn from 
wholesale deu'ers and the wholesale ile.ilers get the yarn duect from the mills. 
Thus this Centr.il Society makes u pi >ht and the profit is divided only amongst 
the individual members and uu profit is given to the societies which are affiliated 
to tins body 

Iffr. Fraaident: Will the Honourable Memlier speak a little more loudly or 
come up a little nearei on the front benches * 

Nawab Siddlqua All Khan: 1 thought I was quite audible' 

Sir, the yarn supply is also inadequate The Fact Finding Coinnuttee in 
its report says that there are only 73,(MK) looms m my province, but us a matter 
of fact there arc more than one lakh of looms The quota which is allotted 
for a loom is 3^ bundles of yam but actually only one bundle is supplied. 
The bales which aie allotted to my province are 4,894, but according to the 
numbei of looms, 15,0(K) bales should be supplied Seventy-five per cent of 
fine yarn is used in making sanes, shirtings and suit-cloth but this is also not 
supplied The distribution is very defective A weaver can become a member 
of different socielies and he can purchase yam from several yarn shops Now, 
YOU will be surprised to lie.ir that lu iiiy piovince, and especially in Nagpur, 
those people who possess food ration canls .ire entitled to go to a yam shop 
and purchase yam from there and thus the Provincial Goveniinent is enejurag- 
ing black-marketmg and profiteering 

There are other difficulties also iii the way of the weavers Export liccpsps 
are not granted Three-quarters of the handlooni cloth produced in my pro¬ 
vince generaUv goes to Ahmedabad, Shikarpur, Sukkur and Bombay" Presi¬ 
dency If the Government is lealh serious to mitigate the sufferings of the 
weavers I am going to put up some concrete suggestions for the consideration 
of this House 

I would suggest. Sir, that textile provincial advisory board should be formed 
in all the provinces and the real representatives of the people should be members 
of those advisory hoards The mills also should be persuaded or ordered to 
produce more fine yarn and tlie supply in future should be adequate 

With these few w'ords, Sir, T commend my amendment for the acceptance 
of the House • 

Mr VadJlRl XiRlliildiRl (Ahmedabad Millowmers’ Association: Tndiaw Com¬ 
merce) Sir, I rise to make a maiden speech in this House and I crave the in¬ 
dulgence of the House for the same I also rise to put before you the point 
of view of the industry as well os the point of view of a nationalist and try to 
show the ways and means os to how we can help title handlooni industry. * 
My Honourable friend Mr Ghulam Bhik Nairang has tabled this resolution, 

' as I understand, to help the handloom industry. It is a noble cause and every 
one of us here and all over the country would wish that the purpose of the 
resolution, which is mainly to help the handloom industry, is achieved and 
the industry itself served from day to day. 
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I do not understand how my Honouiable fiiend here wants on ordinance 
lor tlijb nmtter. As a Member of this Hour'S it would have been better that he 
shoidd ask for a legislation, if at all necessary But to ask for an ordinance, I 
should think, i^ not the right thing Ih.at n Member of this Assembly should ask 
for 1 uudeisjtand that he thinks th.it the matter is urgent and so to expedite 
it, he wants some legislation to be passed us (juickly as possible In that case 
no doubt a pii\ate Bill would take a lung lime but he could have easily requested 
the (iO\frnniciit to jait up a fto\einm“nt Bill and in that ease the matter, if 
found uigfiit, would have been accepted However... 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddln Ahmad (Umted Piovmccs Southeiii Division Muhammadan 
ihnal) That w’dl also take six months The matter should be dealt with to- 
inuiiuw. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Thu mattei, J undei*stand, is not so very urgent 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: II Is ver\ urgent 

Mr. President: Lei ilie Honomablo Member proceed 

Mr Vadilal Lallubhai: Thcie .tic mum coinpiicatcd issues involved in this 
■quesUoii I being in tlu- industrv would like to put htfore voii tin* teehnicalities 
of the indubti,\ .iiid how it would he po«‘.ihle to gel inoie y.irn Just by adopt¬ 
ing a ]iroposition like this more \avn will not be available 

'Illy iJOsitioM IS this Theie .ue two sets of mills There are ccil'iin mills 
which .lie spuiiinig .lud wo.i\ing mills and theie .iiv certain mills which are only 
spinning mills Thu stiucture of the spinning and weaving mills is such that 
macimiery is installed in such a w.iy tli.it the spinning section just feeds the 
weaving Lection At tunes theie is no doubt some surplus and at tunes there 
is a ho some shortage 

If jou look at the pioductioii of i.un the cotton mills m India produced 
about 1 62.) Jiiillioii puuiicL, out oi wlii^n ihc »Miidlo<)irts are getting 170 million 
pouiuU If ^ou look at the piewar figuies as given m the report of the Fact 
Finding Committee, >ou will find that the prewar supply of the Indian mills 
to ihc handlooins was about 300 unlhon pounds Imports gave another 28 
million j/ounds H.indspun \ain .iccouiitcd foi another 49 millions Thus we 
will S( ( that the piewMi supply of the mills to the hamdlooms was 300 million 
pounds and todu} we supplv 470 million pounds The industry has strived its 
best 111.* Textile Contiol Bo.iid h.is strived iK utmost to find w'.ays and means 
to ii'fii.T-e till I irdui (lo'i, so lh.it inoie i.un can be made available to the 
hfriidlooiu The nulls tod.ii «i’pi)lv 50 pei cent more yarn than they did be¬ 
fore the war Later on I wnll just suggest how we can ha\e more varn As 
I said, if the nulls were asked to give a fixed quota of 1/3 yam it would bo too 
rigid and the result would be that some looms in the textile mills will have to 
be closed down We know of oiii labour org.inisations. They are quite alert, 
thev are verv up to late with facts and figuies and they are vorv clear as to 
what labeui v ants If some looms aie closed, the position would be that the 
prejiaratory dcpaitincnts will also be closed, such departments as dyeing, 
bleaching and finishing lO th.it extent will 0100 " There is bound to be a heavy 
curtailment of employment and also theie aviII bo uiidor-employmcnt We 
ivuov whenever theie is unemployment or under-employment in the past there 
have been great difficulties between the labour and thc'mdustry and it was not 
easv to satisfy ’labour The labour interests w-ould certainly not like the labour 
omploved to be reduced nor the wages to be reduced 

The othei portion would be this, thit the textile industry is striving its 
utmost to produce more cloth for the public If the weaving section is closed 
'to a certam extent, the position will be that we will have less cloth. We know 
that the handloom produces per pound of-yarn less yardage of cloth than what 
the mill produces. 

The third position would be that the cost of production will go high- It is 
but natural that the costs of production are always kept low. If production is 
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increased the cost is reduced and if it is decreased, then the prices go up. Thif 
IS the position that we w'ould be led into if we are rigid about this 1/3 quota. 

Another point is that 470 million pounds come to about 28 or 20 per cent, 
and not 26 per cent, as my Honourable friend suggested. The Textile Control 
Board has been always looking into the matter to see how we can produce more 
jarn for the handloom industry. Because of th** want of cloth we have been 
having only 13.4 yards per head. My Honourable friend to my right says that 
we must have more cloth. Bveryboay wants that. The Textile Control Board 
has just devised the utility cloth scheme which is expected to give more yard¬ 
age of cloth. A simple resolution like this if passed and acted upon would <hs- 
turb the utility cloth scheme in a wa^ that the whole structure of production 
that has been established would be affected. The mills have been asked to 
reduce their counts, to reduce the production of certain kinds of cloth which 
consume more yam and slowly and slowly it is expected that the cloth supply 
that IS so badly required by the people of this country will mcrease ^ We have 
to into consideration all these facts before we come to a conclusion in this 
matter. 

But there are various other ways whereby handlooms can get more yarn 
and tnat is what I am here to suggest . 

Di. Six ZUi TIddin Ahmad: May 1 ask one question? Can he tell me the. 
number of spinning factories that were changed mto spinning and weaving fao- 
tones during the war? 

Mr. Vadilal LaUnbhai: I do not think any spinmng mills were turned mtO' 
weavmg mills during the last three years, because the control board has not 
perniittcd any new looms during tae last three years 1 do not know what, 
hiTppened previously because there was no control three years back. 

The production m the mills has gone down during the last year to a certain 
extent, chiefly due to the coal shortage. The coal situation*^ is so bad that 
production in so many centres went down and mills closed, one after another, 
in one centre or the other. This government has bungled’the coal position and 
coal production 1 am surprised that during war time, when coal is the greatest 
necessity for all industries, includmg war industries how it is that the coal pro¬ 
duction could not be mcreased aud the right kind of coal could not be given. 
1 will just read from the Beport of the Bationulisation and Standardisation 
sub-conomittee nf the Industry's Committee of the Textile Control Board, and 
show just how one centre has suffered and what is the position of coal today. 

"Shortage of coal haa been and la atill a constant anxiety and increasingly serioua 
stoppages are occurring In 1946, up to date, the production of cloth in Ahmedabad Milli 
alone, not to apeak ot other centres, has been adveisely affected to the extent of 48 million 
yards, owing to closure of mills due to shoit supply of coal The quantity of coal produced 
and deh%ered to cotton miUa la simply shocking On the average 190 tons of coal u now 
required to do the work which 100 tons of coal did in normal times due to very large propor¬ 
tion of stone, slate and other non-combostible materials which aie being supplied bv 
collieries along with coal today" e rr ^ 

This is the position of coal today. We know to our greet regret that although 
we had insuflScient supply of coal, this Government exported coal, and the m- 
dustries suffered. I Womd not be surpnsed to hear that coal is bemg exported 
today—1 do not know. But the bungling m the coal position was due to various 
reasons. The actual production could have been mcreased if Government had 
tried m right time to get the right stores for the coal industrv, and if Govern¬ 
ment had not applied same kind of E P.T. methods for the coal industry After 
all coal is not only an industry but it is an asset, and there ifre various reasons 
why coal production was not sufficient and was not up to the quality Unless 
the coal situation improves it would be impossible for the industrv to increase its 
poduction; the production wiU go down. No doubt, of late the coal situation 
has improved; but still we find miUs in one centre or another still getting closed 
Lately Government have been thinking of having, because of this coal Siortage* 
an alternative fuelr—oil fuel. The Government would be creating a foreign 
YMted interest if oil fuel is being imported and if they do not see that the coal 
industry goes up send produces more coal. It is a serious matter that another 



legislative assembly 


[SIST Jax 1946 


316 

[Mr. Yadilal Lallubhai.] 

Tested interest is being created in the form of oil fuel; and I am sure if the 
Government would put its head mto it, the coal production can and should be 
increased. 

Very shortly we are going to have a Bill lioin iny Eoiiourablo friend opposite 
for an eight-hour day. ifiverybody would agree that the hours of work should 
be reduced, but ways and measis will have to be louiid out if the eight hours 
is to help the i^hole country, the production is bound to go down if it comes to 
eight houra; but if the fuel position is cleared and some other positions are 
cleuicd, it would not be difficult We know that during the war the textile 
industry has been working day and night, without any replacement of shares, 
without any replacement of machinery, alid I cim tell'you that the production 
per spindle and per loom in the textile mdustry is going down It is because of 
mght shifts and more shifts that production has been increased If the 
Government had tried to get more spinning machinery during the war or even 
now, we can easily inereabc our production for the handloom industry It 
would be said that the cpinniiig machinery is not available I would not agree 
to that The spinning inuchineiy position is this that Australia and other 
'Couutiies who were not lu the textde mdustry also could ustabhsh their textile 
industries, why could not the Indian Government get for India some textile 
machinery, so that the handlooms can be supplied with yam, without disturb¬ 
ing ihc economy of the mills as well as the economy of the country? The posi¬ 
tion is this we are not able to get textile machinery because, 1 feel, we are a 
dependent nation If we were mdepeiident, as other countries are, we would 
have certainly succeeded in getting some machinery and India w'ould have been 
U) a much happier position regardmg this mdustry if we take the example of 
Japan we see that in the first word wai, it w'as a third lute power but it be¬ 
came a iJibt rate power ceoiiomieally after the first woild war .ind that was duo 
to expiiiifeion of its mdustiies all lound Even during this war, so many eoun- 
trieis like Austraha mid Canada expanded their industries, while India only 
could not expand its industries It is impossible to get anj thing by begging. 
Our llonouiiihle Plunmng Member on the other side, who is no more w'lth us 
now, pluiinod and planned and he failed, and it is rumoured that was the cause 
whv lie resigned he said if he could not do anvthing it was no use sticking on here. 
But the position of any dcpeiidont country would bo the same, raid whatever 
we plan, we are not going to succeed "We w'ant capital goods for our indus¬ 
tries it 18 not going to be obtained if we arc to live in this position as wo are 
today 

Then there is another side to the question Suppose we get enough yarn 
or more yam for our liaiidlooni industry What about the future? I would 
warn here that the future is going to be dark, especially for 1|ie handloom in¬ 
dustry, if from now onwards propei planning is not done and proper safeguards 
ore not created for the handlcwm industry We remfcmber the 1939 days, when 
there was very great depression, the textile industry was suffering and the 
handloom industry was suffering more, and that is how the Fact Finding Com¬ 
mittee c.nne into existence Those days are not far off from today It is good 
that the handloom industry gets CO or 70 per cent more price than the textile 
nulls that is how it can grow, but whether that grow'th is going to be steady 
or whether we are going to have a decline and we are again going to have the 
same situation as we had in 1939, we do not know Today if we desire that 
yarn is to be obtained from new spinning mills and by other methods, Govern¬ 
ment will have to consider as to how to safeguard and save the handlooms in¬ 
dustry m the future I would 'Rere refer also to the handspmning and hand- 
weaving industry This Government in 1942 burnt khadi bhaudars and tried 
Ic ruin the handspinning industry; but it could not The haudspinning indus¬ 
try has been so well laid out and planned that even if one tries to ruin it, it will 
come up again. When the situation of cloth was very serious last year, I tried 
my best to see whether anything could be done to get more yam by" the method 
of band<5oinning, so that the himdlooms ean also get more yam. I wrote to 
the textile Commissioner in the month of May last year I saw him and discussed 
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With hiin* the talks were very sympathetic, he told me he had written to New 
Delhi and was awaiting replies, but the replies have not qome till now. I will 
just reod a few lines from my letter 

“As to the production of khaddar, 1 may say that there is a body known as the AU 
India Spinners Association, which has been looking after the production of Khaddar 
1 am acquainted with its constitution, 1 also know its resouiccs I am also tamiliac with 
the way iii winch tho pioduction of Kliaddar by means of hand-spinning and hand weaving 
ifl done throughout India If this agency la asked to co-operate at this time of the need 
of tho country I think there will be a good lesponsc In co-opeiation with this association 
and with the iiiveslmcmt of a fairly big sum, neaily half the deficit in cloth can be met 
Thifl method will serve two very useful puiposes, (i) to meet the shortage of cloth, and 
(iij to give additioiul eniployraeut to a veiy laige iiumbei of poor persons It will also serve 
a useful puiposc in future, because if this method of employment takes root, it will 

solve many of the problems of tl« poor in the villages and many of the troubles even of 
Gcveinmeiit will disappeai Khaddar of all types and foi all piactical purposes of people 
can be produced The shortage of cloth la felt acutely in neat and distant vil ages This 
scute distiesa will disappear vuiy quickly through tins means ” 

To this there was no response Now Sir, 1 turn .. 

ICr President: How lung is the Honomuble Member likely to take? He has 
very nearly reached hia time limit 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: I will take only five iuiriiti.s more 

li the hundiootn industry is to be ]>rotected, it will be for the Government 
to devise w'oys tuid means to get the yam at mill cost and to make arrangements 
for sidling the cloth on a ccxiperutive basis Goveniinent should do in this 
country what many other countries are doing There is the question of cotton. 
Government buys up cotton if the price goes down Government will have 
to make aiTangcmcnts to see that the qualities of the cloth arc standardised 
and imces fixed and the Government must bo prepared to buy up that cloth 
and distribute the same For the finishing of cloth and for the sising of cloth, 
various other tuTangenients will have to be done district wise Designing ex¬ 
perts will have to bo kept and techiiicinns will have to be obtained and if this 
is done systematical!V, I am sure that the handlooru industry will grow' and if 
it IS not done I feel that the hand loom industry will go down 

in conc’usion I would just say a few wuids het me be explicit We 
nuptcLMate and share the Honourabljp the Mover s anxiety to put the handloom 
iiiduaii^ oil a porrnanent.y sound basis The rigid demand of one third yarn 
production is not, however, going to solve the problem of handloom industry to 
any appreciable extent On the l.ibour front it ivill create serious labour unrest 
due lo uncrnplciyiTient and undei employment coupled W'lth reduction of wages. 
Cloth production will deoTme and the utility cloth scheme will be jeopardi^d. 
rriccs will go h'gli and the consumer will be the worst sufferer The sovereign 
remedy is to increase yarn production m four ways—^No 1, to improve the coal 
situation. No 2, to give a strong impetus to hand spinnmg. No 3, to import 
spinning maclmiery and to increase the s}iindl(^e, and No 4, to organise the 
handloom industry on a co-operative basis w'lth better technical assistance and 
expert training Sir, let us not be led away by competing philosophies and 
rival propaganda which has become the fasliion today which will do more harm 
than good If my honourable friend serioualy and sincerely wants to safeguard 
the eternal interests of the handloom weavers, he will reconstder his proposals 
afresh 1 would therefore urge him to withdraw the Resolution wrhich, in the 
present circumstances, is impossible to carry out without doing* harm to our 
textile industrj at large. 

ftttf. H. G. Banga: I am glad that my honourable friend Mr. Lallubhai has 
put the case of the mill owners as reasonably as the representative of the mill 
oymers can possibly put it but at the same time his'Case is certainly that of the ' 
mill owners. He wants the spinning industry to be developed. If it is really 
developed genuinely and sincerely and fully by this Government, then there will 
be not much need lor the spinning mill industry in this country. He wants also 
khaddar to he developed and this Government has been in collusion with 
mill owrners in order to see that the Khaddar industry in this country does not 
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develop properly. If it has been developed properly then there will not be scope 
for many of these weaving mills m India. In regard to the other suggestions of 
bis I am in agreement wiw him. So long as you need the spinning mill industry 
you have got to take proper and adequate steps to see that they get coal fuel m 
time and also that they get the imports of spare machinery and the other machi¬ 
nery that they need In these directions Government has certamly failed m its 
duty and it ought to be censured but when we come to the question under dis¬ 
cussion that more yarn shall be placed at the disposal of the handloom weavers 
I cannot agree with the mill owners’ plea, because I certamly feel that it must 
be possible and it ought to be possible for the spmning mills which are function¬ 
ing today to place more yarn at the disposal of the..handloom weavers. Whether 
it is to be one-third or half the yarn that they produce is a matter of detail which 
has got to be looked into by experts and also by those who deal with this in the 
Textile Board and other organisations We know one thmg We have got one 
crore odd people who are dependent for their livelihood upon the handloom 
industry As against that we have 5 lakhs odd people in the textile null 
industry’, iiichidiiig spinning and weaving {An Honourable Member * 8 
lakhs”) I speak subject to correction That was so in pre-war time but during 
War time I am quite prepared to concede the point that more people must have 
been employed I take it that 8 lakhs of people are today employed If you 
take their dependents also into consideration, it will go up to more than 25 lakhs 
of people, whereas more than one crore of people are employed in the handloom 
weaving industry and are depending for their maintenance on that industry. It 
is clear that the nation has got to care more for the handloom weavmg than for 
the mill industry That docs not mean that the mill industry should be thrown 
under the scrap heap, because the country has already invested in it more than 
20 crorcs of rupees in the States as well as in British India. We do not want to 
lose all this money Then what is the solution? 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has already said that so far as the weaving mills 
are concerned, as they go out of action they will not be renewed No more new 
mills will be allowed to be established m this country. Then as for the existmg 
mills, it will be worked only in such a way that they will not be harmful to the 
handloom weavers So far as the spinningvmills are concerned, if my Honour¬ 
able friends the mill owners say that with the lowering of the hours of labour on 
the part of the Labour Department and the want of spare machinery, the pro¬ 
duction 18 bound to go down and is going down and they do not think it possible 
to produce more yarn from the existing plant, then the duty of the Government 
is perfectly clear They must take over all these spinning mills and work them 
themselves and see if they cannot produce more than what is being produced m 
the existing spinning mills It is true that during war tune they were working 
at high pressure for 24 hours. If the hours of labour are reduced, it only means 
that more shifts of workers will be employed It does not mean that ^e mills 
have got to work smaller number of hours at all. It need not mean that the 
production will go down Therefore, if the mill industry is not prepared to 
produce any more yarn with the plants they have at thefr disposal, it 
* is for the Government to see whether they cannot get more yam 

produced either with the present management or with their own management 
The management of the spinning mills is quite an eternal factor The personnel 
of it can be changed and ought to be changed. As Mahatma Gandhi has put it. 
these mills and various other industrial concerns have to be allowed to be run 
on trusteeship principle subject to the control of the society and the State. If 
these mill-owners and their friends are not prepared to give us good account 
tiieir own trusteeship, then they have got to be replaced bv another set of 
management, whether it is oo-operative management or direct State management 
is a matter to be decided later on by this Government or the Government to 
come, the National Ooveinment. 

Then, why is It, Sir, Aut this Government really has been supporting the 
»v.!Ua till now? Why is that we are obliged to come to this Government and to 
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this House m order to ask the sanction ot this House and to press upon the Gov< 
ernment the advisabihtj of placing some more jam at the ^sposal of the hand* 
loom weavers? It is because the Government had been flattenng these mills. 
If it bad not been for the mill industry, they would not have been able to collect 
tneir excess proUts tax, super-tax anu income-tax so far as cloth production and 
spuming 18 concerned m this counuy bupposmg the country had gone the way 
of Mabfttina Gandhi and the production ot cloth had been decentralised, as my 
Honourable friend is anxious to do, then where would have been the big mer¬ 
chants ftnrl the big mdustrialists on whom they can lay their hands and take out 
all these excess profits from their pockets? Also, there is the question of price. 
They did not control the price of even mill production for a long time for the 
simple reason that if the prices went down, these merchants would have been 
deprived of their huge prohts which they were getting from them. Afterwards, 
they came to the question of price control of cloth. We are sure that this Gov¬ 
ernment 18 able to take control of all the yarn that is being produced by the 
mills Only this mornmg one experienced null-owner, who was also mterested 
in the handloom weavers, was telling qmte confidentially that it is still possible 
for the milln to have some yarn at their disposal without being accounted for 
according to the present machinery of the administration of the Government. 
And this yam is bemg placed in the black market and it is being distributed all 
over India. And why is it that these people are keeping their eyes closed? For 
a very good reason, because their pockets are being filled. That is where tbq 
Government administration comes in. 

Sir, in addition to this there are these middlemen who are supplying the yam 
from mills to the weavers and also selhng it to the ultmiate consumers. Both 
these are allowed to absorb as much as 30 per cent, of the total price of cloth, 
if that price is at all a legitimate one and is a controlled one. In fact, black- 
marketing in cloth is an All-India problem today. Indeed, black¬ 
marketing m yam is an AU-India problem to-day. I suggest that Government 
must, first of all, take control of all the yam that is being produced from the 
mills and give only that much of yam that they can possibly spare after having 
given sufiicient yam to the weavers I know that the predecessor of the present 
Member for this Department once said: You cannot possibly ask a spinning 
and weaving mill manager to hand over to you all the yam that he is producing 
without, first of all, keeping all the yam that ho wants for his own weaving sec¬ 
tion My answer to him then was and today is the same Yes, certainly I 
demand that He has no right whatsoever to keep for himself the yam he wants 
for his weaving mill when I have got all these weavers without employment 

Then I come to the other point I sympathise with my friend that there 
will be labour unrest in case you take away all this yam from these spinning 
mills and allow their men to remain unemployed Put what will be the total 
number of this labour? It may be one lalA or at the most 5 lakhs who may 
be affected by this particular source of employment But there are so many 
other sources of employment which are yielding higher wages There is plenty 
of employment in towns, much more than there is in the villages. Therefore, 
it is the duty of the Government to provide employment for these unemployed 
textile workers. On the other hand, if you are so anxious to please the urban 
proletariat, then you should see what is happening in the countryside More 
than one croro of people arc going without proper nourish¬ 
ment, without proper wages and without employment. The Honour¬ 

able Member has himself admitted that he is aware of the fact that many 
weavers are under-employed. Is it senouslv contended by the Government 
that they are more afraid and that it is their duty to think more of the industrial 
proletariat than of the so-called rural proletariat? If it is their duty to look 
after the industrial proletariat only, then I can tell them that they have 
mistaken their duty. ^ 

Then, you have to take a number *of constructive steps in order to provide 
employment to our handloom weavers. One particular problem of the weavera 
has already been mentioned by my honourable friend from Bengal, who has 
made^such a brilliant contribution fo this subject. And that is the proper dia- 
idbutkaa of jam amoxig the weayers. I wish to make one concrete suggestion. 
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We have already put it into practice in Southern India. Our Handloom 
W'eavers Association has made a suggestion tio the Government and which 
hab been accepted by them for the distribution of ration cards. They have 
suggested that, first of all, there should be a census of looms m various families 
of the handloom weavers and the distribution of the ration cards shall be done 
through the weavers’ own Association Once we got this concession from tlm 
Government, all our weavers came to be organised because there was this 
inducement from district right down to the village In every village we were 
able to take the census of the weavers and in that way we have prevented any 
mal-administration or undue interference by the Government. 

Then, there is Uie development of co-operative production. If Govern* 
ment has to maintain and it has maintained m che past that it will not be 
possible for it to keep abreast of yarn once it gets into the hands of the hand¬ 
loom weavers and therefore it may not have any control over it, then 1 wish 
to tuaku one or two concrete suggestions Let them take up this handloom 
cloth production themselves. Let them give out this yum to their own Associa,- 
tious as well as their Co-operutive Societies that are being formed in various 
provinces, particularly in Madras and Bengal Once they give up this yam, 
let them offer a minimum wage to the weavers, time wage as well as piece 
wage and expect the weavers to return the cloth in return for the wages. The 
cloth will be there in the hands of the Government It is for the Government 
at this stage to fix any price they like for the cloth produced by the handloom 
weavers Of course, these prices have got to be a little higher than the 
prices at which the mill industry can be expected to sell But that does not 
matter The Government will have control over them Let them take charge of 
all this cloth T^et them, then, take up the responsibility of marketing this cloth 
at their own risk and then let them distiibute it There is no nsk whatso¬ 
ever in this There is cloth shortage and the people are prepared to purchasG 
it dt any puce from your hands Therefore, there will be no difficulty. Let 
them take the actual distribution of the cloth from the hands of the weavers to 
actual cousumers. If they do that, it will be possible for them to serve all the 
three parties concerned, that is, the spinning mills, the weavers as well as the 
ultimate consumers Peojile may say that this administration is going to cost 
you such a lot But you have already got a voluntary or unofficial administra¬ 
tion of this cloth production and distribution that is provided by the inilla 
and these middle men arc charging more than the price fixed In fact the 
black market price is often twice and sometimes thnre as much as the con¬ 
trolled price at winch cloth is supposed to be sold. Therefore, it will be an 
economic proposition for tlie Government to take up w'ork in these directions. 
Terhaps the Government might say in rcgaid to this rationed distribution of 
yarn among weavers that there is no weavers organisation I have already 
said that it can be brought into existence without any difficulty It is the 
duty of the Government to organise and help the handloom weavers They 
Will begin to organise themselves once vou distribute the yam on ration cards 
on a co-operativc system All these things follow from one fundamental thmg 
—-fhe acceptance by Government of full responsibility to provide full employ¬ 
ment to lobonr, whether it is industrial labour or agricultural labour or cottage 
industrial labour Till now the Government have not accepted responsibility. 
Onlv now the idea is being mooted in official circles, but that exists only so 
far as mdustnal labour is concerned I want the Government to accept res¬ 
ponsibility in regard to much bigger sections of other proletariats, agrarian as 
well .18 artisan proletariats Tf they accept this responsibility, then naturally 
it will not be impossible for them to take action along the lines that I have so 
far suggested There is one very useful suggestion made by my Honourable 
friend Nawab Siddique Ali Khan That is that Government should themselves 
set up spinning mills in order to be able to control the vagaries of other miPs. 
Tlie significance of this lies in this The mills are today charging much higher 
prices to the handloom weavers For example they shift yam to thmr own 



RESOLUTION Te RELEASE OF YARN FOR HANDLOOMS 821 

weaving sections at much lower prices, or they send yam to other millownera 
who are interested only in weavmg mills at cheaper price. This can be checked 
if Government were to have their own spmmng mills. There is precedent for 
this also. The railways have already come to own a number of coal mines and 
they do it in order to prevent other coal mine owners from charging famine 
prices for the coal that the railways need today. 

Then, Sir, 1 ask, is the Government going to take up seriously khaddar 
production iii the country? It will be a sort of saving grace for itself or a 
sllvdr lining for the otherwise blackest record that the ^vemment has got to 
its dredit t^ay I submit the Government should take up this matter seriously 
at least now before they quit India giving place for their betters on the 
Treusui^ Benches. • 

Then, Sir, I wish to sound a note of warning The suggestion has bew 
mooted in official circles that hsndloom cloth price also should be controlled. 
I am very much opposed to it. 

An. Sononrable Member: Why? 

Frol. N. O. Banga: 1 will tell you why I am opposed to it For the simple 
reason that the handloom weavers are so poor, so ignorant so helpless and So 
unorganised that they cannot get out of the clutches of your policemen and 
various other Government officials who will bo able to exploit them and who 
will be able to enslnve them if only you were to impose this sort of control. 
The better thing will be for yourselves to take charge, as I have already sug¬ 
gested, of yarn production and yarn distribution among weavers and then cloth 
production with the co-operation of weavers and afterwards sell the same. 
Slay I ask, is it going to be such a serious matter that the Government will no^ 
be ab’e to take it up? Can it bo much more serious or much more difficult than 
rationing and distribution of foodstuffs that you are now doing in regard to 64 
millions of people in all the urban areas? It certainly is not going to be a more 
serious matter. If on that front you have taken courage in both hands, and 
undertaken responsibility, I expect the Government, it is natural for me to 
expect the Government to take up this responsibility also I can assure them 
of the wholehearted co-operation from the side of handloom weavers The 
handloom weavers today are not what they used to be at one time They are 
commg to be organised, they are coming to be a little class-conscious, thev are 
conurg to realise their own interest and therefore I expect the Government to 
taae the handloom weavers into their confidence which they have not done so 


Mr. President: The House will now adjourn for Lunch 
Prof. K. O. Banga: I shall finish m a minute. Sir 

He 
He 
oh 

iu« ^uair may auow members more time, in fact 
speakers have taken more time in some cases and they have been aPowed to 
do so by the Chair. 

The House will now adjourn for Lunch. 


Mr. President: The Honourable Member need not necessarily finish 
maj' continue his speech after Lunch. Let the House now adjourn. 

Sir Muhtim^d Yamin Khan (Agra Division- Muhammadan Eural) 

IS nearly completing his time limit of 15 minutes. Sir 

Mr. Preddent: It is not such a rigid rule as in the case of speeches 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till fialf Past Two of the Clock. 


xr Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clbbk, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) m the Chair 

P^. H. d. B^a: Sir, just before the House rose for Lundh I was talkiiiff 
about the general aspects of the'handloom weavers' ndeds. I wish to tal-e a 
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few minutes now aud taae the House uitu some ot the important questions con¬ 
cerning the present machinery of distribution of yarn as between difierent pro¬ 
vinces and districts in the country. I wish to say that thanks to the AU-India 
Textile Control iioard or some such orgamsation with its olhce in Bombay a 
lot of confusion has come to be introduced into the distribution of yam as be¬ 
tween different provmces. Because dunng last year Bengal was going through 
a bad time in regard to the cloth position my honourable friend Sir Azizul Huque 
had to take some expeditious steps iii order to relieve that trouble. So the 
Board had decided to take away a very large portion of the yam production of 
the Madras Presidency m order to relieve the needs of Bengal. 1 do not wish 
to bring in this very ticklish problem of competition Jor yarn as between diffe¬ 
rent provinces, but I wish to make a concrete suggestion, and that is this 
Make some sort of an estimate of the total amount of cloth that you can make 
available over the whole of India from the mills as well as the handlooms, then 
distribute it over the total population that you have in this country—par capita 
quota—and then with that you will come to your figure of the total cloth needs 
of different provinces- Once you reach that figure it will not be difficult Jpr you 
to know how much of cloth in the shape of yam to start with or in the shape 
of cloth itself is to be made available to each one of the provinces. 

IGr. President: The Honourable Member will bear m mind that he was 
going to finish in a minute’s time. 

Prof. N. O. Bangs: I thought I would have a little more time over points 
that I could not cover. 

Mr. President: He may have five minutes at the most. 

Prof. H. O. Bangs: It will be pcMsible for them then to make available th^ 
necessary quantity of cloth or the necessary quantity of yam for each of these 
different provinces in India If they do it I am sure there will be better justice 
done as between different provmces than is the case at present For instance, 
the Madras Presidency is dependant for its cloth supply to the extent of 75 per 
cent, upon handlooms alone But now that such a large quant.ty of yam is 
being exported from the Madras Presidency the handloom weavers themselves 
are going without adequate employment and consequently without adequate re¬ 
muneration and also the public are force I to pay famine prices for the cloth 
that they need On the other hand Bengal and Assam are getting more and 
more vnm and cloth also and we do not know what they are doing with this 
cloth and yam There is a rumour that a good portion of it is being smuggled 
away into China and Burma. How far Government have perfected their machi¬ 
nery in order to prevent this smuggling we do not know But we wou’d like 
to be satisfied with a definite assurance from Government that they will hurry 
up with their steps to prevent this smuggling and place at the disposal of Bengal 
and Assam only such quantities of cloth and yam as are absolutely necessary 
for them ns per their total population If that is done I think some justice will 
come to be done to the Madras Presidency and other provinces also And as 
for the d'strihution of yam as between different districts I find very queer things 
happening in the Madras Presidenov Yarn that is not needed in a particular 
district is being sent there For instance, Madura does not want hundreds and 
yet it is being srtit there whereas yam that is needed by other districts is not 
sent to them. Therefore they are obliged to sell their unwanted yam to other 
districts where it is needed but in their black markets and obtain vam which 
is needed by them from other districts which do not want it and which these 
pfople have to purchase at black market rates. These absurdities will have to 
be eliminated 

Then yam is also needed for dyeing Yarn is sent for being dyed in their 
respective districts but these districts are not allowed to send their yam to 
other places where they can profitably be dyed, with the result that here again 
any amount of dissatisfaction is being created. 
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There is the question of prices. So many people are complaimug, spec ally 
in towns, that the prices of handloom cloth are very much higher than those of 
mill-made cloth. It is but natural that these prices should be higher not only 
because handloom cloth lasts longer but also because handloom weavers have 
got to live and they get work only for seven days or at the most ten days in the 
month. For the other twenty days for no fault of their own they are forced to 
be unemployed. They must necessarily try to draw from out of this cloth pro¬ 
duction at least starvation wages for the whole of the month, with the result 
that into the price of every yard of cloth the wages for weaving necessanly have 
to go at a higher level. The prices of handloom cloth necessanly are higher, 
but if these prices alone are what the consumers have to pay it will not create 
so much of discontent. Unfortunately the black marketeer comes in in co¬ 
operation with the department and its agents and the consumer necessarily 
suffers and he raises a hue and cry against the poor handloom weaver who has 
nothing to do with this. There are so many complaints. 1 will read only the 
substance of one telegram, as a mere sample - 

"Increaiing yarn acarcity only one week’s supply per month Textile Officer antocratic 
and incompetent and he is not consulting weavers associations. It u leading to anarchy 
and black marketing”, I 

and so on 

This is happening all over the country, and therefore some special steps 
have to be taken. What are they? This Government has got to develop some 
tnach.nei 7 by which they can get into intimate consultation with the handloom 
weavers. In the South we have made some progress but, as I have already 
said, through our own voluntary rationing and distribution. But Government 
has not yet made up its mind whether or not to recognise our handloom weavers’ 
associations and to take them into their consultation, with the result that the 
All-India Handloom Board, as has been admitted by one of its members Nawab 
Siddique Ali Khan, has not been able to do any good at all to the handloom 
weavers. My Honourable friend Sir Akbar Hydan is there; he has been one 
of its fathers but I cannot congratulate him on his offspring because he has 
brought in the millowners in rather strong numbers, and on the top of it he 
has put in there as one of the conditions for its own functioning that every pro¬ 
posal that comes up before it for any sort of distribution of market between hand¬ 
loom weavers and millowners and also concerning prices of mill c’oth and hand¬ 
loom cloth should first of all be referred to the Textile Board, on whch the 
millowners have the biggest say, before they can possibly consider it. They 
have tied the trade hand and foot and afterwards asked them to swim in this 
hot pool of water. Necessarily it is not able to do anything at all. It is very 
easy for my honouralbe friend there because he is jumping from one department 
to another like a peacock. This Board has not been able to do any work. Who 
are the representatives on behalf of handloom weavers on this? He offered a 
membership to me I was personally mclined to feel a little bit fiattered be¬ 
cause he said that in recognition of my long years of service to this industry 
he wanted me to be on that Board. But I insisted that I should be taken in, if 
at all, on behalf of the handloom weavers’ association, but my honourable 
friend declined to do so So it comes to this that Government are prepared 
to flatter a number of people and take them in and keep them at their mercy 
and at their pleasure, but are not prepared to give recognition to these various 
weavers’ associations and give them the right to select their own representa- 
tivea to be on it so that they can speak definitely and entirely for the weavers 
and without anv fear or favour from Government and its incumbents from ' 
time to time^ Therefore unfortunately for the weavers and unluckily for my 
honourable friend I had to decline his invitation If this Board is really to 
effect any sort of good at all for the handloom weavers those who are sunposed 
io be sitting on it on behalf of the handloom weavers must be elected re- 
presratatives of the handloom weavers' associations wherever they are In 
provinces where they have not come into ex'stence it is the business of my 
honourable friend for the department concerned to encourage the handloom 
weavers io send their representatives. I« that way alone they can help the 
bandloom weavers. 
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In conclusion, 1 wish to say that it is the duty of the Goveniment of India 
to do all that lies in their power to help the handloom weavers and to give 
their first priority to the supply of yam to the weavers rather than to big well- 
organised gentlemen of the mills industry 1 wish to assure him that although 
W'e may have in our own midst some o£ our sespected colleagues coming from 
the mill industry, the Indian National Congress anyhow, and as I find the 
Muslim League also, are behind the handloom weavers and they will be able 
to give their moral support to the Government in every way possible m ijhe 
interest of the handloom weavers, even if it is necessary for them to control the 
interests of the millowners. 

Sir T. V. Satalu^chari (Tanjore cum Tnchinopoly; Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) I beg to move the amendment which stdnds in the name of ray 
Honourable fnends Messrs Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, Venkatasubba Beddiar, 
and myself: 

“(i) That for the words ‘pass omergency ordinance' the following be snbstitated . 

'take immediate steps by legislation or otherwise for’ ” 

I need not take much time of the House in regard to this particular substi¬ 
tution We have had enough of ordinances and the country has had enough 
of rule by ordinances The very mention of the word “Ordinance*’ has beComo 
an anathema to us We wish an ordinance were passed that the Englishmen 
should quit this country leaving their baggage here, and they should take only 
the ordinance with them Therefore, I suggest that the words ‘pass emergency 
ordinance* be substituted by ‘take immediate steps by legislation or otherwise- 
for' 

The second portion of my amendment w 

"(2) that at the end of tho resolution the following be added 

‘and with a view to facilitate the same, prohibit all export of yarn and cloth for trade 
purposes to countries outside India for a ^rtod of one year or until such time aa it take* 
for thia country to become self-sudicient, whichever is earlier* ” 

The main Besolution is a request that cotton textile mills should reserve 
one-third of tho yams manufactured bv them for the use of handlooms; this is 
a very modest request Tn fact I find from statistics that even now they are 
supplying nearly one-third 

Sit, I come from a place where there are many weavers. In fact a portion 
of my city subsists on wages earned by working the handlooms I know very 
well whnt is their plight They have not got sufficient yarn for weaving in hand¬ 
looms, most of the people have been thrown out of work and they are on the 
verge of starvation Many of them are begging from door to door So there 
IB a large population without work because yam is not given to them Tn order 
to make more yam available to these people, I think it is essential that the 
yarn produced by the textile mills should be conserved for use in this country 
and it should not be exported It should neither be exported as yam nor as 
cloth I include cloth also It is notorious that the cloth position in this 
country IS very grave We have been rending reports in the press that women 
have been forced to commit suicide in our country because of want of cloth. 
As Honourable Members know this was a country which at one time supplied 
cloth, fine cloth, to other countries, and which had all the means of drawing 
out yam from cotton long before any other country in the viorld Wo have been 
supplying cloth before the Christian Era to the Boman Empire which was tho 
envv of all other nations, we used to manufacture such fine fabrics which no 
other country could produce Such a country has been reduced to this hopeless 
condition that its sons and daughters have to commit suicide because they lavo 
not enough cloth to cover their bodies 

Exactly as in the case of food, I find that Government says that the produc¬ 
tion is much more than before; the mills are producing ever more and more 
yarn Just as they put forward statistics in the matter of food to prove i^heir 
assertions, so are they doing in the case of cloth. But then why is it that we 
are suffering, and why is it that we have been reduced to this state of affairs? 
I think it is another example of how the fbroignerg have mismanaged things iix 
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this country. Wo centuries of British rule has brought us to this hopeless 
position If food is important for the vitahty of the people, if food is necessary 
for maintaining stamina of the people, cloth is the index of prosperity and 
civilization of the people. And in that respect, we, who were holding the 
ground, have been reduced to the lowest level. I will illustrate my point by 
giving you certain figures In 1029 the per capita consumption of some of the 
selected countries was as follows: 


USA.64 sq. yards per head. 

UK.. 86 Do. 

Sweden.86 Do. 

Denmark . . • . .80 Do. 

Japan . ..21 4 Do. 

India ... . . . • . 16*1 Do. 


I htfve selected these countries at random, and I find that India ranks lowest, 
with its per capita bonsiimptidn of 16* 1 tq yarAs. I may inform you. Sir, that 
the National Planning Committee estimated that per capita requirement of the 
citizens of this country should be at leaRt 30 yards, this is absolutely necessary. 
Now, according to the statistics given by Government it is 13*4 yards which is 
being rationed out, and I suspect that this 13*4 yards is the result of arithme* 
tical calculations based upon the census ^gures of 1031, because I find that the 
quota of cloth giveh in my place—^Tanjore—^was based upon the population t 
figures of 1031 Then if the average that is required for an Indian is 80 yards, 
we are not even getting 18*4 ya^s For securing these yards, what is the 
position? Our children and men and boys and women have to go and stand in 
queues before shops I know what it is Tou go and stand there endlessly 
and after 1^ hours the shopowner puts up its shutters and spys there is no more 
cloth today and people return saddened and without cloth This is happening 
every day This is happening not only with ordinary people but to better placed 
people The people in the standing queues suffer willingly and patiently. We 
have had queues for foodstuffs, we have had queues for kerosene, queues for 
fuel, queues for railway tickets and for everything in life, and if this regime 
continues people will be marching in queues towards hunger and poverty. 

Mr. President: Order, order I do not wish to interrupt the line of argument 
of the Honourable Member (Will he resume his seat?) "What he is speaking 
about IS a much larger proposition; whereas, the matter before the House is a 
simple one Will he limit his remarks to the issue before the House, namely, 
the supply of yam to the handloom weavers All the other things are too well 
known. He has his time limit and he must apply himself to the proposition 
before the House with the time limit 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari: In my amendment is also included the word 
"cloth". To justify that I had to take the House into these details, which are 
not really irrelevant. 

Mr. President: I am not ruling them out on the ground of irrelevancy 
because the vista of relevancy is so lai^e that it is difficult to say what is 
stnctly relevant and what is not All that I want the Honourable Member to 
do IS to pointedly fix his attention to the issue before the House and not to go. 
into things which are not actually irrelevant but very remotely relevant 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari: T have said so because I have ^mentioned abouO 
"cloth for trade purposes" My point is that cloth is so very necessary that 
it ought not to be exported out of the country alid I wanted to advance argu¬ 
ments in that respect Why has such a situation arisen? Why is there a cloth 
famine and a food famine? You will say that due to the war there were no. 
imports I can understand that; for, due to the war imports have decreased, 
almost to nil. We shall take that the imports are nil. But you say that i,ro- 
duction has increased. 

There can be only three sources of supply. They are indigenous mills that 
are producing cloth, handloom weavers, and net imports. By the last I meatk 
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excess of imports over exports Exports there have been. That is the point 1 
wanted to stress. During the last ten years the production of yam by mills 
has increased I am taking the statistics for 10 years, from 1930-40. The 

f am production has increased from 867 milhon pounds to 1234 million pounds. 

suppose I am right in saying that it has increased by 367 million pounds or 
by l.iO per cent. During the seven years 1937-44 the production of mill cloth 
increased from 4084*3 million yards to 4870*6 million yards The handloom 
industry hAs increased accordmg to statistics from 1,200 million yards to 1,600 
million yards When we have all this cloth why should there be a famine? 

I shall take it that by imports we have lost 590 million yards Yet the 
indigenous production should more than replace the deficit but from 16 vards 
per capita we have come to 13 4 There are two reasons for this One is that 
the country has been exporting cloth That is what I condemn in the strongest 
.possible terms Why has this country been permitted to export cloth ? . The 
other 18 of course that Government absorbed something like 100 million yards 
ior its own purposes and 750 million yards for military purposes. Dunng these 
seven years the exports of cloth have not only been there, but they have nsen 
«nd they have been growing more and more. For instance, from 241*3 million 
yards in 1937-38 it has risen to 461*9 milhon yards in 1943-44. 

It is said that foreign markets had to be captured. I find. Sir, that foreign 
•markets are not so very necessary We have got a very big country and a very 
big market In fact other countries come searching for us. We shall have 
charity beginning at home It is said that the cloth industries needed this sort 
of thing. I deny it I find that the falsity of this was exposed by Mr Neogy 
in the last session of the Assembly when he asked the Honourable Sir Azizul 
Huque questions in regard to this and Government had to admit that the exports 
were intended to meet orders from abroad. Government is trying to serve both 
'God and Memmon Exports of rice from Bengal continued while there were 
-difficult circumstances there We were told there was a net export balance 
As a result of it we had this farmne. Yet exports of cloth go on merrily and 
our sisters and daughters have to commit suicide Our raw cotton is being 
exported Arrangements are being made to export from India 5,000 bales of 
raw cotton. Last year in the month of May it was announced by the United 
States War Production Board that imports of raw cotton from India would 
continue, and this in spite of the state existing in the country. 

There are two ways of improving mill production One is by rationalization 
■and the other is by giving longer working hours. Bationalisation is impossible 
because the power behind production is not there and machinery is not there 
Heavy machinery and the labour situation being what it is, I do not think it 
will be possible Thus, imports have fallen, exports have nsen, and are going 
on merrily, there is coal and labour shortage, transport is faulty, and Govern¬ 
ment needs take pnonty, and what is left for civil requirements is not much to 
go round Handloom weavers are prepared to give us the cloth Bub there is 
no hope for machinery In reviewing the position of handloom weavers, the 
Textile Commissioner Mr Dharma Vira who presided in the All India Hand¬ 
loom Board said on the 22nd November last that though “ordinarily the present 
marketable surplus of yarn should have sufficient to meet the reasonable require¬ 
ments of handloom, yet in view of the fact that a good portion of the 28 per 
cent of the total looms which were formerly engaged on wool, silk or artificial 
silk are now eraifloyed on cotton fabrics”, the yarn supplied to them is 
inadequate 28 per cent of the people who were normally employed in silk, 
Artificial silk and woollen manufacture are now employed in cotton fabrics 
- The present supply of yam does not suffice the weavers with the 

* ‘ result that the handloom weavers have had to go without jobs. 

There is a very great demand for handloom cloth and it has captured the 
'true heart of the nation In my part of the country indigenous cloth is appre- 
•ciated very much. When the yam distribution scheme was introduced I find 
ithat the total quantity of free yam available was 79 thousand bales including 
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jam that was imported. 11 per cent, of the 40 counts was available then. 
Only d per cent is available now. The remedy for this situation lies in stopping 
the export to foreign markets and compelling mills to supply yam to handloom 
weavers. 

I will conclude by saying one word about distribution. I think in my pro¬ 
vince the distribution is the worst possible and the less said about the distribu¬ 
tion the better. As in the case of foodstuffs conniption is rampant. The ;loth. 
quotas and yarn quotas have become a scandal, because of the way m which 
they are distributed resulting in the cloth going into the hands of black- 
marketeers If blackmarketeers deserve to be punished the officials who have 
created the blackmarketeers at least deserve condemnation. The handloom 
weaver and the consumer have to pay all the way 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wau^ (Member for Industries and Supplies): 
Sir, 1 .would ask your indulgence as a new-comer not only to this Honourable- 
House but also to the very difficult subject which is being discussed. Until 
very recently the only connexion which the Department of Supp^ had with 
it was the amount of doth required for the defence forces; and I would like to 
take this opportunity of saying that the Dep.artment of Industries and Civil 
Supplies were very close watch-dogs of the needs of the general civil consumer, 
and it was not easy to get all that the forces would have liked to clothe them¬ 
selves with Despite that, as a result of India’s efforts, our forces were in fact 
very well equipped during the recent war 

Sir, it is rather difficult to make up one’s mind what to say about the 
resolution that 1/8 of the present production of yam should be reserved for the 
handloom weaver, because Government shares the general sympathy of the 
House for the handloom weaver. Therefore, if it were possible without causing 
dislocation of existing industry to do what the Honourable the Mover wishes, 
then I think the Government should make a serious effort to do so 

The Honourable Mover is quite right when he said that the actual handloomt 
and small power looms do in fact get just a little over 400 million pounds out 
oi the total of 1622 million pounds of yam that is being produced that is just 
under 25 per cent as he said If we were to adopt the motion as it stands and 
raise the share of the haudlooms in yam by a rather drastic step from 1/4 to 
1/8, the immediate result would be that the nulls would lose 141 million pounds 
of this yam, from which thev produce some 634 million yards of cloth I 
venture to think that there would he some hiatus in transferring this yam from 
the mills to the handloomers, to say nothing of a certain amount of dislocation 
of mill labour which was mentioned bv mv Honourable friend over there That 
mill labour is not manoeuvreable or transferable to handlooms, and there must 
inevitably be distress amongst quite a substantial proportion, perhaps 14 per 
cent , of the mill labour engaged in weaving and finishing, and it might be that 
there would be some difficulty before the handloomers were equipped or were 
able to absorb the quantity of yam so transfeired to them from the mills 

Prof. N. O. Banga: No diffioultv now. Sir 

The Eomouable Mr. A. A. Waugh: It will take some time. The main point, 
I think, 18 this, that there is perhaps a better and much more satisfactory way 
of meeting the Honourable the Mover’s wishes and that is to concentrate 
specialise in the import and production here of mill machinery designed more 
particularly for the handlmmer There are many obligatkms to implement 
plans, but it is the intention of the Government to concentrate particularly on 
procuring spinning machinery for handloomers, because, as has been pointed 
out from all sides of the House, this is one of the greatest and most important 
rural industries which India possesses, and needs every possible kin^ of 
encouragement The plans that Government have in view for getffiig spinning 
machinery would, in fact, bring the total amount of yam available for handloom- 
era well beyond the figure which the Honourable the Mover has in mind when 
he asks that the total amount of yam available for handloomers should be af 
least 1/8 of the present production of India’s mills and I would ask this Houat 
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to give U8 the support, which has been promised to us in endeavouring to procure 
this machinery by all possible means 1 might perhaps while on this pomt of 
textile machmery say that we are now mvcstigatiug to the best of our ability 
the chances of manufacturing textile machinery as a temporary measure, 
perhaps as u long term measure, m India’s ordnance lactones, which as 
Members know, are well tooled up for the jobs they do. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Not the spinning machinery 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: I have gone into this with an expert 
and I am not sure about spmnuig machmery, but I tliuik we cun do a great deal 
to produce the other machinery. 

If we were to take the sort of action which the Honourable the Mover has 
suggested, 1 do not think we would be fair to the consumer of cloth Apiirt 
irom the dislocation and the hiatus which 1 have mentioned, there is the fact 
that after all, despite some malpr.ictipeB m distribution and the like, there are 
controlled prices for mill made cloth and they are some 60 per cent below the 
fantastic prices reached before the control began in 1943 There are also 
measures, of which Members are aware, to ensure that no manufacturer, or 
retail dealer shall keep with him any stock of mill made bales beyond a certain 
penod after the date which is stamped on the bale and if anyone exceeds that 
period he commits an offence and is liable to be in very serious trouble I 
admit. Sir, there are feet of clay everywhere Tt mav he that the regulations 
are not perfect, and certainly human nature is not peifect, but iit least we can 
keep a fairly effective control over mill made cloth and do our bi'st to see that 
the quotas promised to the Provincial Govemments do reacli the (onsumers. 

Something has been made of the f,ict that some yarn is exported 1 think 
it will bo realised that the amount to he exported, now that the war is over, 
m iy46 18 only a very small traction of the total production For the fiist half 
of 1946, it IS only 298 tons and that is going mainly to Nopal, Afgliauistun iiud 
other iioighbounng countries In the previous year something like 5,200 tons 
were exported and to a wider area but the areas it went to wcie tlioxe very oouii- 
tries which united with us in the war and who had suffered even more than w'e 
did by the withdrawal of thoir previous supplies, which were laigely fiom 
enemy countries The amounts we are giving will do very little rnoie than 
keep a few looms m those countries wiiere the situation is most desperate and 
where tliey find it difficult to get any cloth whatsoever 

lU'fercneo has been made to the figure T mentioned in reph to a question 
about the yardage per head It la very dilffeult to get at this fi jure otherwise 
^.in by an arithmetical ealeulatiou of average, but I would like to assure the 
Honourable Member concerned that it is not based on 1931 or 1941 population 
figures, but on the best estnnato we can make of the population figuie which has 
been reached in this \ear 1940 I do not claim for one moment that 13 4 
yaiils average per head ot the population is at all satisfactory, and T quite agree 
that it must be the aim of Government and o< the whole countrv to sec that we 
can get that figure up to something which provides n decent clothing for evi'ry 
person in the country 


On the question of distribution, I did not wish, by saying that it is prim.inly 
a provincial responsibility, to sav that the Central Government should have 
^ interest therein and should not do their best to take up with the Provinctal 
Governments the provision of proper arrangements for distributing the cloth 
so that it reaches the eonsiimer. and likewise the vam so that it reaches the 
aetual weaver IjQiinTc rtost valuable suggestions were made this momin» and 
thi&aftemwn by Prof Panga; and his account of how in Madras they are able 
to work effectively through weavers associations is, I think, of very great 
importance, and one which the Government of India will certainly do their best 
to take up with other Provincial Governments, for anything that eliminates the 

4 ?3 diT" maladministered control through 

lowpaid offieiaTs is, T think, all to the good ” 
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1 may mention that the question of control of handlocxn prices was consi¬ 
dered very fully by my honourable colleague Sir Akbar Hydan with the 
representatives of Provmcial and State Governments, and it was for the very 
reason that I have just mentioned that they came to the conclusion that it was 
not piocticable or desirable to attempt to control hondloom prices 

I do not wish to stray beyond the scope of the Itesolution and the amend¬ 
ments thereto 1 would like to say that if the Honourable the Mover can see 
his way to accept my assurance that we will, in the shortest possible time, pro¬ 
duce for the handlonni weaver a quantity of yarn which exceeds the target which 
he has m mind, then I hope ho will be able to withdraw his resolution But in 
present circumstances, with the present shortage of cloth for the poorer classes 
of the people who have to depend very much on mill-made cloth, 1 do not thmk 
it IS possible, without inflicting sonic injury on the country, to take further 
aubstantial lots of yam away from the mills and hand it over to the hand- 
loomers I would ask him to believe me when I sav that T hope the result 
which he desires lo achieve will ho attained before very long by the imports of 
suitable spmning machinery to spin >am for the handltxnncr, and I can assure 
him that it will be our best endeavour to bring this result about 


Dr. Sir ZU Uddiq Ahmad : Sir, I appeal to mv friend Mr \ adilal Lallubhai 
and through him to all the textile manufacturers ot 'lus country that they should 
adopt a policy of live and let live If you stand in the way of living of other 
poorer persona, you may take it for granted that you wdl not be permitted to 
do so You started and paid for the propaganda of Boycott British Goods. 
We suppoited you and leally it meant “Wear Indian null-made cloth”. 
Manchester elotli was coinpLtmg with \oui textile mills and we supported the 
encouragement of our textile nulls But when Japan began to compete with 
the hundlooins, then you said nothing about it and kept silent Tf there is to 
be boycott of foreign goods, why particuilnilv British goods and not Japanese 
goods also which really competed with the h.indlcxims ^ That 13 your policy of 
living and not letting others live Tf you coni nine in the future as you have 
been doing in the past, please remcmbei that >ou aie not living in the thirties 
but III the forties because after the pic'^ent wdi the world situation has changed 
Communist ideas arc now coining into the country, wbuh nic in favour of 
labour, and you will soon face a situation when vour nulls will all be tom to 
pieces and destro\ ed and burnt by the hungry people who s\ ill have nothing to 
eat So this policy can no longer be adopted in future 


I have been here for the lust sixteen years and 1 have not seen a smgle 
rmonce or Commerce Member who lias not been m the pockets of these textile 
m^ufacturers They have always suppoited the policy ot these Bombay and 
^niedabad uiillownors 1 romembei ouce 1 was sitting in the room of Mr. 
btewurt, who was then Commerce Secretary, and there 1 met a person who 
waa mported an expert from England to work out certam problems in 1931, 
and he was advising and tellmg the expert—“Please, when you go to Bombay, 
do not think of the Taj Hotel or of Bolls Boyces”. But I assured him that he 
may stand against the Taj Hotel or the Bolls Boyces or anything else but he 
< be able to stand long against the millowners I followed the report 
of that particular expert and I found exactly that he had one view when he 
Started the work and very different views when he ended it 


We have got two theories for the protection of these dying handloom 
constituency I have got a large number of these 
starvation and my friend Mr. Bn l>rakasa who 
represents the same constituency will bear me out 


Shrl Sri Prakasa: Bemcmber, the same constituency 
Sir Mohaminad Yamln Khan: Half the constituency. * 

Sri Prakaaa: The whole We both come from the whole 

we Alunad; We both represent the same constituency and 

we both visited the same place and the condition is exactly the same ^ The 
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Finance Members are the greatest protectors of the textile mills because "“®y 
get their excess profits tax and other taxes, from the m llowners We are the 
greatest protectors of the handlooms and we will see that you allow them also 
to live, not live yourself alone 

Now, the question was raised about the ordinance. 1 am not very much 
in favour of ordmances nor am 1 ui favour of the Defence of India Buies but 
if I want to start the work toinoirow, then I cannot proceed by the method 
of private Bills as has been pointed out I cannot proceed by the method of 
Government Bills becau'ie in ease of textiles, the (Jovemment of India are not 
the masters of their own mind Their conscience is in the bands of the mill 
owners of Bombay and Ahinedabad Hence my friend, Mr. Ghu'am Bhik 
Nairang, has suggested that the work may be started tomorrow. We should 
begin with the ordinance, so that thes>e people who tvre dying of hunger may 
have some opportunity for living. 

In general planning, we should have one criterion by whieh we shall have to 
judge its utility When jou give a particular amount to be spent on industries 
in this country, the first (juestion 1 want to put is how many people wull be 
employed by spending so much money That is the only measure which I will 
have to adopt I will quote some figures later on as to what is the wealth of 
the country and how it is owned by a few persons Let them remember that they 
arc only the trustees of the money and the wealth really belongs to the country 
itself How many persona are employed by the‘'e mills in which large sums 
of money have been invested and how manv persons are supported by the hand- 
loorns I shall come to the figures later on 

Now, I come to the question of quota We have got to see how much 
cotton we produce in this country Let us divide our share, not iii teiins of 
,>am but in terms of cotton which we produce Let us have so much cotton 
reserved for the handlooms and so much for the textile mills As regards the 
cotton reserved for the handlooms, it should be our duty—^not the duty of the 
Government—to sec that spinning factories are established all over the country 
under the supervision of the handloom weavers themselves and not of the 
politicians and the textile millowners Sufficient \am should be produced 
imder their own supervision T^et us say it should be 30 or 40 per cent. 
Suppose 100 IS the production of cotton, m this country, out of this, how much 
will \ou give to those who support one crore of the population and how much 
.>ou will give to those who support five lakhs only Give the share of the hand¬ 
looms to the handloom weavers and let them establish their own factories and 
manufacture their own vam Mv friend has put the percentage at 30 because 
he wants the work to be started tomorrow but this is not a long term policy. 
This IS the percentage with which we start We should have separate spinning 
factories for the benefit of the handloom weavers and let them look after them¬ 
selves I have been watching this thing for the last 15 vears Our greatest 
enemies are my friend Mr Lallubhai and his friends I blame the Government 
for appointing these people as the custodians of the handloom weavers’ interests 
If vou look into the matter carefully you will find that all the decisions about 
the handlooms are realH made bv the textile millowners and not by the weavers 
themselves Government does not invite people like my friend Mr Banga or 
my friend on mv left but tliev nlwavs invite the greatest enemies of the hand¬ 
looms—the millowners T will give you an illustration T made a definite 
proposal about a place where they have got cotton facilities and other facilities, 
and suggested the Governor of the Province He consulted the textile mills 
of Caw’npore and the Governor cave the reply that Aligarh does not produce 
• cotton which is good enough to lie used in the spinning factory He took bis 
advice from the greatest enemies of the handloom weavers and of the poor 
people, and came to wrong conclusion 

Times are changing ^ Unless thev rise to the occasion, tbev will meet with 
the same fate as the big people «n Bussia and other countries wb'oh were 
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dominated by capitalists Threfore I say to vou—wake up in time before the 
position becomes^ very diffioiilt for you * 

1 was talking about the sboitnge of cloth I wrote to mv friend Sir Akbar 
Ifvdari to supply some latta and tnulmal on the occasion of the Id early in IQ'IS 
He said ‘Yes’ but the Id come and wont off and there was no latta and mulmal 
Again another Id came and the result was the same and we had no latta or 
tnuhnal and I think so long as w'c live there is going to be no latta or mulmal 
supplied to us 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari (Membor for Infoimation and Broad* 
casting) Please also give the lea'ions which 1 gave 

Dr. Sir Zia TJddin Ahmad: He shoved his responsibility on the Provincial 
Governiiienls He himself w’ent io Naini Q’al The same thing happened in 
the case of the Food Department which I want to sec abolished A similar 
thing will have to happen to the Textile Dcpavtmt>nt 

Before 1 reply to some of the points raised I shall just c|Uote from the 
report of the Government They are not iii\ own iir'-oiments It says 

“It IS also estimated lh.it a population araoiintinf; to 10 millions are still depending on 
this mdiistry [that is thf haniUoom) The Cotton Textile Industiy employs only 5 lakhs 
workers of whom a considerable number are working in spinning mills producing yarn for 
the handloom Thus, although today mills are pioducing about 68 per cent, of the total 
I loth consumed ni the countiy, they employ only a fifth of the total number of workers in 
the Lotton textile industry The remaining four-fifths are employed m the hand weaving 
industry ” 

Later on the same report sa^8 

“Nor IS hand-weaving a handmaid to agncultnre but the sole occupation of a largo 
elnss of people It is the mainstay of many towns and numerous villages scattered all over 
tlic country ’* 

You can have your co-operutive societies all right in towns but in small 
scattered villages you will still have to depend upon individual effort 

“Although this industry is only responsible for about 25 to 30 per cent, of the total 
eloth consumed in tho country, it employs over 85 per cent of the textile workers of the 
tointrv' If for any reason tho h.andloom industry collapses, the resultant misery is bound 
to be a serious problem for the country, as U will involve tho paupeiiration of a large 
population and this will become a heavy burden on the State Many flourishing towns and 
extensive rural areas would thus be deprived of their bread and this may have ugly social 
and economic consequences “ 

This is for the textile mill-owners 

“Secondly, one of India’s principal economic problems la the unemployment and under¬ 
employment of large masses of people As a means of solving this problem, large-scale 
industrialisation in India has so for been conspicuously ineffective ’* 

I have read this from the report of the Government of India and this is the 
opinion of some of the writers who wrote this report 

Now, I will give some figures. The production of cotton is given on pages 
110 and 120 of this report The production of cotton is about 6 million bales 
and out of this we consume about 4 million bales in the mills So, there is a 
very large quantity of cotton still left over which is exported to other countries 
So, what we have to do is that wc should set up a number of spiiyiing factories 
where the surplus stock of cotton may be used for producing yarn and this will 
be really a very groat help to this industry 

Now, my friend the TTonoiirable Member for Civil Supplies was very sorry 
about tlie dislocation of mill labour, but he shed no tears about tho starvation of 
the handloom labourers In one ease, it is dislocation and in the other enso it 
IS aelnal death So, really tho second case is certainly much more impoit.int 
than the first 

Now, T leqiiest you to take it for granted that the greatest enemy of the 
handlooms are the mill-owners of Ahmedabad, Bombay and now Cawnporo also, 
because that has become a very important textile centre If you take your clue 
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from these persons for the improvement and development of the cottage indus¬ 
try, you will always be put on the wrong track Take the clue from the con¬ 
sumers, from the poorer people and from persons who are on the starvation diet 
and on the staivation point and they will be able to tell you what is to be done. 
People outside India hardly realise that the fabric of the society in India is very 
different from the fabric of the society in the United Kingdom Here, a village 
IS a compact unit They practically produce everything they require If you 
have a dislocation of the village life, then there is a kind of discomfort m the 
living of the people This thing ought to be taken into consideration We have 
really to supply the raw matenals to these villager^ and should not make them 
dependent upon the production and import of large mill products which are 
really produced at long distances A thing of this kind will never serve the 
purpose of India at the present moment You have to see what is the population 
and what is the income per capita If you want to give additional income, the 
only way to do it is to provide some moans by which they may be able to earn 
money during the four nionihs when these cultivators have no work to do. 
If you introduce cottage industries among these villagers and these cultivators, 
they will be happy But if they live only on the land* then their holdings are 
so small that they will not be able to support themselves upon the earnings 
from the land alone Perhaps my fnend will probably know that most of the 
articles that were produced in Japan were pioduced by means of cottage indus¬ 
tries Very little was done by means of big factories So, don’t think of im¬ 
porting very heavv inaehiiiciy in the name of key industries, but try to have 
the cottage industries spiend all over the* country, so that people in their spare 
tune nniy he able to piodiice something and earn additional income to have a 
belter living The rnajoiity of the cultivators—about 91 per cent of them—do 
not have sufficient land and they do not have sufficient income to prov’de living 
by land alone You have to give them additional income and this can only be 
don(> bv introducing some kind of work in the shape of cottage industries which 
the iieojile may do during the four months when they have no work on the land 
Unless wo work out a scheme of this kind for the reconstruction of future India, 
I am jicrfectly certain that i econstruction programme will fail 

Now', I have no doubt that the advice given by the Honourable Member for 
Supiily wah given to my Honourable friend Syed Ghulani Bhik Nairang, but 
he wants some kind of short-term policy What those people are going to do 
tomorrow’ They will have to live in tlie year 1946 and they will not be able to 
live unless you give them immediately some yarn to make cloth and thereby 
earn their living 

We were talking about the shortage of cloth So long as the total amount 
of yam remains constant, it does not matter whether it is really spun by the 
mills or by the hand because the producticm will be the same So, the quantity 
of cloth will not be affected by changing the yam from mills to the handlooms 
But in one case, as I pointed out, there is dislocation and in the other case ^here 
IS starvation Therefore, I appeal on behalf of my friend, Syed Ghulam Bhik 
Nairang, and myself that the Government should look at this problem not 
only from the long-term policy but also from the short-term policy os well, 
namely, what it to be done tomorrow I have seen the condition of these people 
and my friend Mr Sn Prakasn has also seen their condition A large number 
of them are on the verge of starvation So far as the mill-owners are concerned, 
if they ore left to themselves and no yarn is given to them oven for two cen¬ 
turies, they can live They have accumulated so much wealth that there is 
sufficient for them and for their families for two centuries Even the attempt 
of my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, to take away their notes has 
affected everybody else but not the textile owners of Ahmedabad and Bombay 
for whom it was meant 

The Bjononraiae Sir ArchlbEld BowlaodB (Finance Member): You wait and 
see. 



RESOLUTION T6 RELEASE OF YARN FOR HANDLOOMS 338 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddia Ahmad: They are much more clever than you and myself. 
They have got three accounts one for the Income-tax officer, another for the 
shareholders and the third is a private account for themselves I do not know 
which account they will examine and how tney will examine it. 

The Honourable Sir AKffilbald Bowlande: We will examine the fourth 
account 

Dr. Sir Zia ITddln Ahmad: Probably, they will have the fourth account for 
the Fnionce Member m which only notes of high denommation will be exhibited. 
The question before millowners is not a question to live or not to live The 
question for them is of small sums or large sums in profit For the smaller 
people, it IS a question of life and death Therefore, I appeal to the Government 
that they must take some pity and show some mercy to these poorer people 
because the rich men know how to look after themselves, whatever be the 
action the Government take about them 

Sn T. A. BaTnallngam Ohettiar (Madras Indian Commerce). Mr President, 
Sir, the question of handlooni weavers is probably the most difficult one that 
the Government of India will ha\c to face [ need not say that the question of 
other cottage industries will probablv givf the same amount of trouble as this 
question of handloom weavers when we ha\o to deal with them, each by itself. 
Sir, the Province of Madras is the one most concerned in this matter Out of 
the looms that are working, very nearly a third is in Madras About ten million 
people are dependent on this industry in rny Province So, Sir. for a jiretty 
long time, we have been concerned to find a solution for this outstanding pro¬ 
blem of our Province I myself tnrd twice to find some solution for this jjroblem 
when r was called upon by the Government of Tndiu to advise them with legard 
to the Japanese agreement The only solution that is possible is to get some 
sort of adjusinient w'lth the w'eaving mills Without that adjustment, it will 
be impossible to solve this question Manufacture of cloths by mills is certainly 
much cheaper I made caleulaiions with rofcienee to some sorts of cloth. 
The l.iwest cost that the hand loon weaver will expect by wav of wages,—I am 
not t.ilking about the price of cloth itself, by way of cost of production,—will be 
at least 200 per cent As a matter of fact, m better soits of c’oth, it goes up to 
‘JOO per cent and 400 per cent Such being the case, howr is tho weaver to 
live’ That is the question Are you going to say, we are going to have 
rationalisation, we are going to have solf-sufficicncy in this country ns in other 
countries, that we are going to give cheaj) goods to consumers, as they are cer¬ 
tainly entitled to If you are going lo say all that, then this whole body of one 
crore people to whom Prof Banga referred will have to be wiped out They 
will have to go out of their living altogether Can we face this with equanimity** 
What IS the other employment we can give to them? Already, we have got 
76 or 80 per cent of people dependent upon agriculture We are trying lo 
get some supplementary occupation for the agriculturists. We are thinking of 
weavmgi as probably the most easy supplementary occupation for the agricul¬ 
turists to go to. "^ile we are think^g of that when we are dealing with 
improvement of agriculture and the improvement of villages and with the im¬ 
provement of the conditions of the ryot, if we are going to deal the other way 
about with these handloom weavers, when you are taking their case into con¬ 
sideration, what is going to happen to the future of this country. On the one 
hand you want some supplementary occupation for the agriculturists, on the 
other hand, you have not got occupation enough for the people who are already 
engaged in this profession of handloom weaving How are we going to solve our 
question of unemployment and under-employment about which we are hearing 
every day here and elsewhere That is the nomt which we will have to consider* 
earnestly As I said, this question is one, it is not a thing which can be solved 
merely by coming to a decision which will be almost impossible to carrv out 
later on What is necessary is a practical discussion of it by persons who are 
engaged m the several businesses, who are concerned with handloom weaving, 
who are concerned with mills, and the consumers All_ these people will have 
to sit together and come to some mutual adjustment as to how best we can 
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solve this most difficult problem That, Sir, has not been done As 1 said, I 
tried my best on Ihe two oeeasionsgwben 1 had the opportunity to meet the 
rojiresentatives of (rovernmeiit and Iht* milJowners at those negotiations with 
the Japanese Govcrninont The mam (pu'stion that arose with reference to 
those iiegoti.itioiis with Japan was ^uo^tion of import of Japanese cloth into 
India If the cloth came, the mills as well as the Imiidlooin weavers will bo 
Afiected 8u, we wanted to find some solution foi the problem at that time 

Unfortiinatolyi another question also was in\oUcd m the matter There is 
the question of cotton groweis Just now my Honourable friend Dr Sir Zia 
Uddni Ahmad referred to the production of cotton ir this country whicli caino 
to very nearly soveii million bales out of which we are now’ consuming only 
about 4 millions oi millions, the rest have to find a market elsewhere 
Unfortunately, our cotion is of low fibn Nobc)d\ in J'hn'i];o or elsewhere \«ants 
it So, we were forced to send it to Japan wlneh w'lis llie only country w'hich 
would lake it That was thr* reason why w’e had to be so soft m our negotiations 
with Japan and agree to the import of large quantities of cloth from Jajian to 
the great detiimeiit of both our handlooin woavets and the mills Now, Sir, 
Japan is out of the way Wliat arc we going lo do wifh our cotton’ Attempts 
have been made in the Agnoultuie Dcpnrtinmt and “Iscwhere for iinpio\ing the 
staple of our cotton So far in the mojoi pirt of the country we ha\e not been 
able to change the cotton that is produced in those aicas from short stajile to 
long st.iji'e The result is we aie wheie we were So, the question remains 
wha* are we to do with our cotton’ How are w’c going to deal with our hand- 
loom w"livers? How are we going to do with the mills and with the consumers? 
These nio qiicstious which will have to be taken together and solved if we are 
going to proceed on satisfactory lines and if our country is to be satisfied with 
the uriangemcnts we make As T said just now, it is a very seriouR question, 
beoauso next to agriculture, handloom weaving is the biggest industry in the 
country and the largest number of people are employed m it Sueh being 
the case we cannot deal with it as the Government have been dealing with it 
hitherto After the first atteiiiiit T made in Simla with reference to the solution 
of this matter, nil that the Government of India would do was to give a pittance 
of some small grants to each Province to do^elop and support these handloom 
weuv(‘rs Each Province has its own seherne for using that money Wo, in 
Madr.is used it to organise the industry and provide marketing facilities for the 
industry It fell to my lot to organise the provincial handloom weavers society 
in Madras and put it on its logs The greatest difficulty with regard to this is 
that the handloom weavers are living from hand to mouth, they are so ignorant, 
they are so poor that lovalty is the last thing which they are capable of and 
which they can learn So, T think whenever tliere was Hump in the market 
they always came to us But whenever there was demand for their cloth as 
during Deepavali or during Pongal, no cloth will come to us We found it 
therefore difficult indeed to get any contracts with the markets, with outside 
purchasers for the goods of these handloom weavers. We did all that was 
mentioned by other speakers here We helped them with raw materials, wc 
gave them designs and designers, we gave them money for paying wages; we 
undertook to sell their produce and market their goods Inspito of all that the 
progress we coidd make iipto the beginning of the war was very little indeed. 

Sir, since the war things have ehangoil There has been a very large 
incre.isc in the prices of cloth Other ivenues were not so remunerative and 
so, ilic haiidlomiis increased by leaps and bounds Wo have got, smee the 
hcgiiiiiing of the iiar, soiiioiliiiig like H) ]i e inero.aso in the mimhor of looms 
111 this couiilrv M.inv more are prepared to come in if they will benefit by 
their coming in That has been the c.ise, hut wlint has taken place nri the 
othiM side? Om copacitv to help these people has diminished Even in the 
begiiining it was difficult to find sufficient yam and the sort of yarn they wanted 
I may say before I proceed further that the yam that they want is not all of 
our T ike The quantity of yam that our mills make and which they want is 
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only a very small portion of what they would like to have. 1 made calculations 
both before the war and also a couple of mmiths ago and I find that a man who 
works on the forty counts gets something like six annas a yard whereas a man 
who works on sixties and eighties gets about 10 or 11 annus and a man who 
works on hundreds gets a rupee a yard So naturally every one wants to weave 
only hundreds and hundred-nnd-fiftios, but we have no yam to go round While 
that IS the difficulty the looms have increased enormously on account of the 
remuneration they were getting and on account of the very high puces that cloth 
was fetching since the war begtUi Then on the other hand we Imve got the 
mills whose yarn was taken awav for war jnirposes and for other necessities; and 
only yesterday wc were supplied with the infoimation that a large portion 
was also exported from the (onntiy Under all the*>o handicaps, as 1 said, the 
hiindlooins ha\mg ineri'ased, the natural diffieultios asserted theinsclvcs As F 
said ]ust now, onlv two moTiths ago T personallv made an lnqnlr^ into the state 
of the handlonni weaiers hecni 1 gut m very large nuinher of eoniplamts with 
reference to their business I find Mint at the piesent innineiil. tliey get varn 
supplied to them wlneb wll last r>eb loom onlv for ten d.ivs in the month 
That IS a calculation which F made mvsolf .ifter goniL' Ihiough >somellmig like 
400 to .')00 looms in roimhuton town If th.it is the case if we me able to give 
them yarn onlv for working ten di\s ni «ne month whal is -'.oing to become of 
thoir livelihood, of tlieir life, of then faimlies and evervflung else? It is a 
\ery seiious stfito of aff.nns indeed, hut the question is, liow' me von going to 
solve it? 

Hr. President: Order, nrdei 1 do not wish to mtf'rfere with the JTononr- 
able Member, but he knows that the adjournment motion is coming on at 4 
o’clock T do not wnsh to curtail his time—^he mav take his own time—but he 
may so .idjust his Rpcoeh that, onv point ho wishes to make i- finished at 
4 o’clock That will make it more convenient 

Sri T. A. Ramalingam Ohettiar: Sn, I was saying that when I went there 
the difiiculty felt e\eivwlier<' was the same and the complaint also was, as T said 
befoie, that the sort of yam that they wanted was not supiilicd to them 
Coimbatore is a place w’hore weaving is done m the higher counts They used 
to have silk and lace in the old days hut now the higher counts have replaced 
silk and lace because the laUei are not available at present That is the posi¬ 
tion These people w'ork in families E.ach family consists of the workei, his 
wife and one or two childien Thei .01 wwk on a loom and the loom is located 
in the house itself So for the whole family they get an income If one loom 
gets varn for onlv ten days in the month it means Ih.at the whole fmirily 
starves and not one man onlv The question has been raised, how are we 
going to deal with this situation’ My humble sulimission wall ho that this is 
not a question which can he solved by merclv tinkering with it You will have 
to settle once for all what you are going to do with your Imridloom weavers 
Are you going to wipe them out and see them die because they are more costly 
than the nulls’ That is the position Without tinkering with this cpie^-lion 
you will have to setth’ tins once for all because the innaibcT of mills is increasing 
from dav to day Are lou going to .allow it’ That is the question which will 
have to be faced There is no use allowing looms to go oq increasing As I 
said, since the war began the niimbe" of looms has increased by something like 
40 p c Are you going to allow’ them to increase further and then say that you 
are not going to help them m anv way? That is a very ‘«enous situation which 
I ask everybody in the House—Government as well as others-»-to consider and 
settle 

The point has been iai«>ed whether the yarn that is supplied to the handlooins 
at present cannot be increased Mv honourable friend Mr Lalliihhoi was 
characterised as a millowner whose inteiests lay in denying the h.andloom 
weaver as much as possible T come from a portion of the country whero we 
have not got that accusation to face In our part of the country most of the 
mills are spinning mills and there are very few weaving mills So if we have 
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got any intcicst it is to improve Iho hnndlooni weaving, to inciease oiir pro¬ 
duction ol ytirii and to supply more and moio of it to the handloornb That is 
where our interest lies Speaking as a peisoii who has some close eoii'iection 
with more tlian one mill I can say that we have conic to the extreme limit of our 
eaiaicity to ])roducf Our machinery has been worked almost to death, we have 
increased our product ion by something like 20 per eent In spite of that what 
IS happening’ As T said, the handloom weavers m Coimbatore where a large 
number of these looms .ire located are getting yam only for ten days out of 
thiit\ in the month That is the ])oaition m which wo stand Con w’e now’ 
merely by saving that onc-third of yam that is produced in the mills should be 
given to the li'indlomiis solve this question ’ 1 fear not Wo ought to increase 

our production enormously We have been working throughout these four or 
five years and wo ought to be allowed to replace nui inachiiiery. to extend oui 
spinning sections and allowed at least to meeii the growing needs by increasing 
om cao.icitv to pindme 

(It being "Four of the Cock) 

Mr. President: Order, order 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Recruitment of Europeans to Indian Civil and Police Services 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras reded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, T move* 

"Tliat the A«membly rlo now adjourn *’ 

Sir, I want t^i discuss the action of the Goxeinmont in recruiting European 
officers to the Indian Civil Service and the rndiun Police Service perm.mently. 
in view of <he declared intention of the Government to hand over the adminis¬ 
tration \erv shoitiv to (he people of the coimtrv Sir, I have alwavs felt that 
the one definite eneinv of Iiidn’s piogr(ss and nidipendenee is (ho European 
civil servant in this countiv No doubt there is .m Aimy of occupation and the 
European Police who are recruited fiom England but they are on!\ handmaids, 
they are suliordmafes to the civil servant The civil servant spieads through¬ 
out the length and bicndth of the country, through every nook and corner and 
comin.mds everv piete of ndinmistmtion He comes as a Sub-Colloctor in the 
Re venue Diqiartiiiont, he is omniscient, he can switch himself off from any 
one defiaitnient to another, and without any experience whatsoever he is lit 
and competent to be the head of any administration His ambition soares so 
high that todav he is ruling eight out of eleven provinces It is only unfortunate 
that the three remaining provinces are ruled from time to time by btatcsnien 
who come from England direct and the Viceroyalty has not yet been filled by 
civil servant so far as I know’ 

An. Honourable Member: One from Australia also. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: When first these people come out to this 
country they feel strange, they feel ashamed of the institutions that they are 
running in this country w’hilo they had been accustomed to democratic rule 
in their own country Men and women m their own country are running th? 
administration through their elected representatives, and they are ashamed to 
find here that they, who are foreigners, rule this country through their owi. 
paid servants Their paid servants are having a stranglehold in this coun+ry 
For some time thev nio stricken with conscience, but very soon these civil 
servants, who Ivive plans to continue in this country for generations and who 
have plans of what pos'tions their sons, grandsons, and grand-grandsons will 
occupy, convert them And whatever attempt is made by any honest Governor 
or Governor General to recommend some constitutional advance for this country, 
the next day some ])oison is put into his ears and he is asked to withdraw his 
Recommendations That is our experience We have therefore been obliged 
to undergo a lot of suffering in this country, by taking to direct action against 
the Government As a result of all this, they have to change however much 
they may be adamant. 
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As n result the 193.) Act cnme into existence There is a provision there 
that in case the Government should be handed over to the people of this country, 
these civil servants will have to retire Sir, T am sure that ap-irt from other 
cu(‘iimslan''es the civilian element in this country was more than 7.) per cent 
responsible for not bringing the 19.35 Act into iniiuguration Thereafter the 
Declaration of 1940 came, but was still-born Tn 1942 Cnpp’s Declaration 
came, but I am sure it is those persons who are inside the Government here 
til it made the Cripps mission fail I was then present at Delhi, the Assemblv 
was in session at the time when he come, we all knew that he came with a 
definite purpose of insf ailing a Government here and he even said—^though I 
heard this from ceitnin joiirnol'sts—that if perchance the Exeeiilive Councillors, 
most of whom were the civil servants, m this coiintrv should stand in his way, 
he will go and see to it that a l^ational Government is installed iii this eoiintry 
That also faded Then, Sir, if Dominion Status is given to us, what will bo 
the effect of that^ Will it be real freedom for this country if our scrviecs should 
continue to he manned by Europeans and if our policing is done by Europeans, 
and if theie is an Armv of occupation m this countrv If these three classes 
of people quit this country, then alone we will have freedom 

\gain. as recently ns June 194.*), Lord Waved made a declaration that he 
was inaugurating certain refoniis and called upon the representatives of various 
parties to come m But a short tune befor.) that, Sn Francis Mudie, who was 
then the Horne Member, flow to England and entered into an unholy alliance 
with the Secretary of State He seduced the Secretary of State—but it was 
not necessary for him to be seduced because he v« as .i conservative himself and 
he was too vvilhng to entei into a pact—that the Civilian clement should con¬ 
tinue to flovv into th's countrv, so that if perchance some kind of freedom is 
conferred on this coimtiv, the Civilian element here will make it impossible to 
be worked Well, somehow they mniinged to see that the 60 per cent ratio of 
the Civilian element in this country was lestcred Until this .60 ])pr cent is 
satisfied Europeans will be leciinted for various serv’ices On the 1st of Jan- 
uaiv 194.3 a question was asked n the House of Commons ns to the number of 
Europeans and rndians m the Civil Services in this country A reply was 
given that .560 Europeans vveic there and 620 Indians were in the Civil Service. 
In the TPS 373 Europeans ns against 203 Tndi.ans w'ere smaller in number. 
The persons who ruled us were not satisfied with this, they wanted a change. 
Eiiiopciin recruitment had been stopped partmllv as early as 1941 It was 
completely stopped in 1943 During the period of the w’ar there was no further 
recruitment They were in such nasty haste to revive this recruitment a short 
time before the announcement was made on the 14th of .Tune On the Ist of 
June, Sir Francis Mudie flew to England—^he did not go by sea, he wanted to 
avoid even a voyage lest it should take 13 or 14 dnvs He wanted to have it 
settled that his generation should continue to rule this country, and he got an 
order passed by the Secretary of State behind oiir back, while the Assembly was 
still in session, and without taking the Assembly into confidence, or letting 
us know what the implications were While on the one hand they say they are 
going to give some form of freedom, on the other they are trying to thrust their 
own chil^en perpetuolly on us so that the Dominion Status or freedom, what¬ 
ever it may be, will only remain on paper 

Sir, the arrangement was that 98 Civilians who ought to have been recruited 
before 1944 should be filled up as if that had been reserved for them and it was 
their right which they could exercise at any time, and thereafter* 24 every year 
That was the farman, or the charter, that they obtained over the head of this 
Assembly Honourable Members of this House lost no time to understand what 
was going behind-their back My Honourable friend, Nawab Siddiqne Ah Khan, 
tabled a motion of adjournment in this House trying to censure the Government^ 
for the action that was sought to bo taken behind the back of this House Objec¬ 
tion was taken on the other si^e that it was not mature; details had not been 
known and therefore technical objectitms were raised as they were raised by my 
Honourable friend this morning l^at it is the exclusive privilege of the Viceroy 
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and the matter was in his discretion, but the Honourable the Mover then had no 
information, if the Viceroy’s Executive Council had been consulted then and so 
the matter wus dropped Thereafter my honourable friend Mr. Neogy on the 2nd 
April sought to raise a debate Ho moved a similar motion of adjournment and 
wanted to know on what grounds Sir Francis Mudie had flown to England 
Sir Richard Tottenham was here in Sir Mudic’s place The details were not 
known to him Before some definite action was taken it was no good censuring 
the tjovernment Alter the A‘sseiiibly session w’as over we have an announce¬ 
ment on the Ist June Iflld inviting applications fioiii various persons, Ruropeaiis 
and Indians, to fill up the number that has already b^'cn arranged for by the 
Secretary of State, the I-foinc Member nnd the (lovernoi General and all ot 
them ])ut togi'ther St, the implications .11 c enormous It mav be that 
tomoirow the (lovoinment mav consent to get oui of this country But thev 
will leave a huge legacy behind them T will tnki* one instance They are day 
to day making aunounceraents During th«> pi«t from lOJn, and witlun 
reieiit times from 1042 evei since Cripps came and even recently 
the olher flav on the 28th, His Excellency the Governor Genoiiil 
made an announeciiicnl that it would he m a shoit lime that the 
reins of adniinislration of this Government would be handed over to the 
people of this eounliv Though il will be useful for them to lulo m this countiy 
and they mav not leave us, we will still have to send them awav So, if 
peimancnt appointmonls are made to the Civil Seivicc, though terminable on the 
will of the Seeietarv of State, huge quantities of gold will have to be placed 
over their shoiildiTs so that they may take them with their w'lves and children 
across the seas to England 

TiOt us see the compensation that is allow'cd and printed as Aiipendix IT 
to the I3ivil Aiipointnienls 111 the leaflet eireulnted along with the annonneo- 
ment in the Gazette inviting apiJications Jor civil posts and to Indian PoMee 
posts There are two wavs in v Inch a set vice can be terminated One is voliin- 
torilv and the other involuntfu’ly Tf it is voluntarilv, he will get nt the end 
of five years a giatuitv or bonus of 500 If h** is forced to retire, or his 
services are teriiinmted, he will get a himpsurn of £4 000, m our enrronev it 
will he Rs 50,000 It w’lll be a fortune for inv life I From the 5tli yeiii to the 
25tli voar, the giadation is from £1,500 to £15,000 as compensation If at 
the end of 25 vears that man does not want to go and it might he th.it my 
honoinoblo friend Ijiaqunt Ah Khan becomes the Premier of our Federation 

Hawabzada Liaquat Ali Shan (Mi-erut Division Muh.immadari Rural) You 
shoiiM have no fear on that point 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: I have no fear 
Mr. President: Tb" Honourable Member will remember lus time 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Those are the wavs m which compensa¬ 
tion are aw aided Tlieiefore that huge w'eight has been imposed upon us 
There is no choice Dining the wci weie .ill the Europeans in the service heie^ 
Weie not Tndi.uis lieu*’ It no use saving that unless Europeans conic hero 
we cannot rule this countrv It is siniplv to provide employment for them 
Arc th<>re not eiiougli persons here who can be employed’ Wo have twro million 
war-ietuined men who h.ive no einplovment Apart fiom that we are dving 
from starvation T’lie whoU* of vesterdav has been spent in discussing the food 
situation and we 11 e uviviiig the discussion tomorrow We can now see wliy 
this Tiioining njnie of those Renehes were full Every one of themr is well fed 
and well clad Now it touches their pockets so some of them have come here. 
Are the new' reel nits coming here with any degree of efficiency? 

The HonouraUe Sir Archibald Bowlands (Finance Menibet) You are I 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: I am glad my friend pays me a com¬ 
pliment When an Tndian is accepted, he has to be a graduate of an Indian 
University But if he has a white faee, he can be chosen to rule the country, 
though he comes here to learn Hereafter they will have to be real servants If 



MOTION JTOU AU<*UUIU«BSXiix 

they want to hand over the reins of this Government to us, it is an msult that 
they should offer this legacy to us I therefore, Sir, cannot condemn too 
strongly the attitude of Government. I move that this Iloube do adjourn and 
censure the Government for the hasty action taken by them 

Sir, I move* 

Mr, President: Motion moved 

“Ihal the Aesembly do now adjourn" 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division. Non-Muhunnuadan liurul) Sir, 1 should 
have very much liked the llonourable the Home Member to give us the benefit 
of the Government case on this particular subject It is true that he took quite 
a lew minutes in the moriiing to cxplam his objection to tins motion And I 
propose to confine myself to the constitutional point that was raised by him 
The Houomable Membqf referred to Section ‘224 oi the Government of India 
Act, under one of the clauses ot which it is left to the Governor Geiieial to make 
reports to the Secretary of State on this subject, and it is further laid down that 
the Governor General while exercising this authority w'lll be acting in his dis¬ 
cretion Now, Sir, during the varioiib diseubsioii'' that took place in England, 
resulting in the present Government of India Act, the question of recruitment 
and control of the Services loomed r.ither large at every stage In 
the While I’aper, foi lubtancc, it was provided that an enquiry 
should be made aftei five years of the lommeiiLcment of the operation 
of the Constitution Act It was recognised that when paiticulaily ProvinccB 
were being embarked on a scheme of inoic or less autonoinons constitution, it 
would bo rathei nnoinalnus to have the All Tiuliu Services, like the Indian Civil 
Seivice and the Indian I’olico to provide the pcisonnel for the more important 
posts undei pojiular MimstcTb in the Provniceb Yet it was felt, purtieularly by 
the Dritish section of the various conferences, that it would not bo right to make 
any herious dopnrtnre light at tin* beginning and that it would be proper to wait 
and watch the working of the Now Constitution before making any fundamental 
change m the position of Iho Services Iheir new masters in the Pio- 

vincc. Til,it is realh the teasoii whv a pciiodical ex.imination of the question 
was recommended in the While Paper Later, Sir, this paitienlar proposal of the- 
White Pajicr was modified by the Joint Pinilumentaiy Committee Tlie .Joint 
Parliamentary Ooirmnttee did not like the idea of fixing a specific time limit for 
undertaking an examination of this character Again, in Parliament the original 
provision of the Government of India Bill was amended to the present effect 
Sec 244, sub-scction (4) runs thus — 

“It '•liall lie th» duty of the Go\einor General to keep the Serrclary of State informed as 
to iho operation of this acction and he may, aft"i tlie evpiiation of suih peiiod as he 
thinks fit make recommendations for tho modific.iti 'ii tht leof 

That sub-section leaves it absolutely at the discretion of the Governor 
General to choose his own time for riiuking an cnquiiv .ind leport to the 
Sceretnry of State 

Now, it seemed to me this morning that iny honourable fiiend the Home 
Member tiled to dihown any resjioiisibility of the Government of India in 
regard to this matter And if I may say bO, vou. Sir, put tho point very 
clearly to the Honourable Member when you enquired as to whether the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, namely, the Governor General in (’onncil, had not anything 
to do m this matter We in the previous House, Sir, made several attempts 
to raise this question in debate, because from time to time we came to know 
that attempts were being made behind the bock of the Legislature to put 
forward certain schemes for recruitment that would m a wav mortgage the 
future of the constitution which we are so eagerly looking forward to On all 
those occasions. Sir, our attempts were met with the reply that this was not a 
matter for the Governor General in Council and therefore it was not open to 
us to raise it in debate • 

Sir, at a later stage, when we found that the then Home Member, the 
Dresent Governor of Sind, and the present Home Secretary had been summoned 
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to England we made another attempt to know somethmg about what was 
going on And on that oucusion it was said tluit the Secretary of State was 
perfectly at liberty to consult whuniboeyer he chose, and although the Home 
Mciiibei had been suinmoned and the Home Secretary had also been summoned, 
It did not iollow (1 am inerel\ 2 )utting the substance of what was said)—it did 
not follow that the (joverninent of India had unytlimg to do in the matter 
We tliouglit that if the Honourable the Hoine Member is at all summoned by 
the Secretary of State, lie Hliould Ciury with him the authority of the Cabinet 
But, Sii, that was not what ihe (loveinment spokesman admitted There again 
wc asked as to whether the Oo\crnmcnt of India had not expressed any views in 
the mutter The answer wuo ^es, but then the Government refused to dis- 
elose the purport of tlic opinio.i winch thev had forwaided to the Secretary of 
State foi Tiulia Assuming th.it the question of the rapoit is strictly a matter 
for the Governor Gcneial us slistinct from the Governor Genera' ii Council, 
it having been adimlted that the Governor General m Council has already 
submitted Ihoir proposals m this regard to the Secretary of State, are we not 
entitled, Sir, to know the pmjiorfc of the views that the Govemmont of India 
forwarded to the Secretary of State in this connection, and are wo not entitled 
to discuss tlie purport of their recoinnriendations m this behalf and, if neces¬ 
sary, censure the Government of India’ 

1 should not like to take up uuy more time of the House but there is just 
one little point to which I should like to refer before 1 conclude Sir, we in 
this House verv well know that the hmihitions under whieh we have to work 
are the Icgacv of the Aot of 1019 Indeed, we are living as it were in 1919, 
and so f.ir ns the lO.'l.'J Aet is coneomed it does not omsI, so to say, in most 
material matters, so fui as th(» Central Legislature goes But then there has 
been a fundamental difference m the set up of the Govemmont of India, m 
the powers enjoved hv the Governor General under the 193.5 Aet, under which 
powers the Governor Genera’ h.is been made a kind of autocrat We are 
le.illv expected to believe what the Honourable Member says that in so far 
as the Governor Geiier.il is to net in his disevetion, the Governor Genor.il does 
not eonsult the Governor General m Council Indeed it is perhaps contended 
that the two authoiities, namely, the Governor General on the one hand and 
the Governor General in Council on the other, are not on speaking terms 

What would have been the position in regard to this matter under the 
Act of 1919 1 * In questions relating to the sei vices, under the 1919 Act, the 
Governor General did not enjoy any position of independence comparable to 
the position winch he lius been given under the 1035 Act All such matters, 
if they had anything to do with the Government of India, the governance of 
India, must necessarily have been placed before the Governor General m 
Council Now, Sir, under the jirescnt constitution, the Governor General has 
been clothed with this particular authority to be exercised in his discretion, 
and the result is that he is m a position to ignore the existence of his Execu¬ 
tive Council, if he ehoobes The position that then arises is this that 
although we have not made any progress (whatever progress was provided for 
in the 198.5 Aet) so far as the Legis'ature is concerned, there has been a 
fundamental change in the constitution of the Government, namely, the powers 
and the functions of the Governor General in Council, in so far as the Governor 
General has been made an mdependent authority in the discharge of certain 
functions But it is very interesting to know that if the 1935 Act has been put 
m operation, so fa» as the Centre is concerned, then under the Instrument pf 
Instructions (which the British Parliament has already approved) the Governor 
General wrould be expected to consult his ministers, even in matters where he 
18 expected to act in hm discretion But the point that my Honourable friend 
would perhaps make is this, that that Instrument of Instructions has not 
been issued to the Governor General, because, forsooth, the Federal part of the 
Act has not been brought into operation Now it comes to this that if today 
we had popular ministers installed on those Benches, under the Federal pro- 
Tisions of the Government of India Act, the Governor General would be 
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expected to consult them m regard to the operation of aub-seotiou (4) of Sec. 
24 [ J^ut simply because the h'ederal provisions have not been brought into 
opLiution, the present Executive Council composed as it is of the nommees, 
bhail 1 suy, ol liie Governor Ueiieial or the Secretary of State, have no look- 
in in this matter Now, Su*, tins, to my mind, is somewhat Gilbeitian, and 
thill is all that L have got to say on the subject 

The Hcmourable Sir John Thome (Home Member) Sir, 1 shall try to adhere 
strittlj to the terms of the adjournment motion but 1 will depart from those 
for a moment to deal with the point raised by my Honourable friend Mr 
Neog;y. Hu v\.ib wrung in thinking that I referred this morning to any part 
of Section 244 of the Government of India Act except sub-section (1) 1 

rcfeircd to that sub-section merely to make my point that appoiniments to 
these seiMces me made by the Secretary of State I did not myself refer to 
sub-section (4) which dcojs with another incident of lecimtment, because it 
did nut seem to me relevant to this discussion But I did not tins morning, 
and of couise 1 do not now, deny tliat the Seciehiry of State’s decision was 
made after consultation with the employers of these services—the Government 
of India and tho ProMnoul Governments I think I said this morning that 
that consultation was naturul'y made I do not wish anyone in this House to 
think that 1 am running away from an\ responsibility of tho Government of 
India I w'as merely taking, if you like, a pi'rfectly constitutional view of the 
adjournment motion 

The lirst question to be answered is ‘Why has Mie Secietaiy of State 
resumed recruitnient to these two services*^ ’ What I said this morning 
threw some light on that and I have no doubt that my honourable fiiond the 
Mover knows a'l tins facts, but there may be quite a ninnbei of Members m 
this House who are not so well jiitorinod I quoted this irioriyng from tho 
pre«s coiiiiiiumques of 1041 and 1942, which explained why recruitment to these 
services was then stojiped, and when it was hkelv to be lesunicd It was 
stojjped loi the period ot tho wai, and tho intention was to fill vacancies arising 
dining tlie vv.ir as soon as possible affer the war was over As a result of that 
decision, the set vices arc now seriously below strcngtli Tho demands of the 
admiiiistrution have not decreased, thev have grown m many respects, and 
in some respects tho\ arc ceitainly likely to grow’ still more We have tried 
to keep the gaps filled by vaiious devices We have stopped long ’eave, we 
have put restrictions on retirement In ways of that kind wo have interfered, 
we have restricted the conditions of service to which people were accustomed, 
and I should like to take this opportunity of saying that the members of 
the services have borne those inconveniences with loyalty and without com¬ 
plaint Blit they are devices which camiot be continued long after the end of 
the war, and the gaps will have to be filled, and without them the services 
wou'd soon be crippled That is on the point as to why the Secretary of State 
resumed recruitment ns ho had undertaken to do, four or five years ago I 
do not think that there will be any yery serious question of that decision, but 
I come now to the niain point of this adjournment motion—why he should 
have resumed the recruitment of Europeans. 

In spite of what Mr Neogy has said, it is not my function, nor is it 
within my power, to interpret the Secretary of State’s decision But there 
are some obvious considerations which must certainly have influenced him 
The stoppage of European recruitment would have been a departure from 
established practice Whether that practice was right or wrong is another 
matter, but the stoppage of European recruitment would have been a departure 
from established practice, and the time this undertaking wafe given in 1941 
was certainly not a time when any departure from practice could reasonably 
be expected The war was on, the outcome of the war was very uncertain, 
and the constitutional developments in India were equally uncertain The 
promise was given in 1941—I read one part of that promise this morning .it 
continues 

"Thu decuion (t.e , tht decMfoa that certain voeanetee in aervieea ahould be left vacant) 
applies equally to the recruitment of Indians and Europeans to recrnitment made in India 
and m Xnglimd.” . . . 



Prol. M. O. Baaga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural). To 
yrliom was that promise made, please? 

The Konottiable Sli John Tbome: That was the undertaking given by the 
Secretary of State m 1941, and it seems to me that any Secretary of State 
taking action now, after the war is over, m accordance with the motion, would 
be guilty of a broach of faith if lie went back on the terms of it 

Prof. N. O. Banga: To iihom was that promise given and on what provoca¬ 
tion 

The Honourable Sir John Tnorna: 1 do not uiulurbUnid im> honourable 
tricml s question, but if ho will allow me to go on, J invite him to have his 
say nflei 1 have linisbed 

I (le.ilt this rnoining nith the wording of this adjouinment motion, which 
speaks of the recruitniont ot Eiuopean otiioeis to the Indian Givil Seivice and 
the Indian I’olice Sonuo jieiinanonllv and suggests lliat that is opposed to the 
dedalcd lutoiition ot tlio Goveiiimeiit to hand over the adinimstiution very 
ahoit'\ to tho jjooplo of the country’* 

Sii M. Ananthasayanaai Ayyangar: I withduiw tiie wonl ‘pcnnaneutly’ 

Tho Honourable Sir John Thorne: I am not sure w'hctlioi it is m ordei fo 
witluha%\ bits of ml|uuniiiuMil motions as you go along I .tm entitled to deal 
with It as it was put on the papoi Jiut m any ease my honourable friend 
has I'f/ withdrawn ilu '.uggeslum that the acton now taken is inconsistent 
with the declared mtenlion of the Government to hand ovei the administration 
very shortly I lofoiied tins moimiig to a sUtemout wliidi appe.irs in this 
pamijhlet as .i foieword bv the Secretaiy of State, <nid in the pamphlet itself 
iindei the heading “Terms of Appointment” theie is this passage 

"AppomtinentB will be made by tlie Seiielary of St.»<e for fiidia While provision is 
Hindi for tiu inso ui winch .in oflicei is able to sene undoi the Secretniy of State foi the 
full normal period, candidates are warned th.it thou appuinUnonts umlir tlio Sccietaiv of 
Stite will bo hablo to bo tcimin.ited .it .iny tiino on .KLOUiit of innslitnlional changes, 
subject to their being guen twihe months’ notice” 

It follows from that that the soonei theie is a constitutional selfc'oineiit, 
the sooner lhe‘.e i onstitutional chaiigts lonie in, the sooner will it he open 
foi the I'lluio (JoM'inments of India, ceniial and provniiial, to wind up these 
scivjfs it they wish Nmie ol lias, olheeis now being reriinted will be lomt- 
e<I on the futuie (loveinments ol hiUia, if the iuture (Jo\einmDnt«i ol India 
do not want them, tliey will go 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Mut at wh.it enst** 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: 1 have not altogelliei omitted to take 
tho question oi cost into aecount I know it was mado cJeai this moining that 
these retiienunt. gr.ints .ue rcg.irded as exeessivo The\ aie leg.uded as an 
uiulu’y hcaw aiiiden to pl.ice on India Once the iledsion to loeiuib was 
lakoii, the (oiulitioiis of sei\icu Iiad to he settled by the Secret.iry of St.ite 
As I s.iy, 1 .1111 not III Ills coiifi.li nee and it is not my Inismess to inteipiet 
his deiision, hut when he thought of toiniiiiatioii of seriiee, uppuiently he had 
two alteinatnc'S before him One was to .adopt the jiensinnaiy scheme, with 
such clianges .is might hi iifeessim in view of iiieidental war servii e to adapt 
that pensionnrj silicnic foi In', new lerruits Tho other alternative was to 
modifv th.it peiisionarv sehenie in view of the impending eonstitiitioinil ehanges 
If ho had adopted the peiision.iiv scheme 1 think he w'Oi’ld have l.i d himself 
open to verv strpiig eritieism from Indians and cs[)eic.all\ mv filends on the 
other side of the FTonsc He elio«e the alternative, which is the fixing of 
lump sum pavineiits Those are the sums which will he found in Appendices 
II and IV of tins ]iampldet 

Well, Sir, iiiv Hnnourablc fiieiul the Mover regards the amounts of those 
grants as gicutly excessive Ho quoted certain figures I am not an actuary. 
I am a very innocent and igiicrtant person {An Honourable Member 
“Himmler was not innocent” )—^I was going to say in regard to figures—, but 
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I do know that to a person like myself, a layman, the capitahsed value of a 
pension appears a formidable or, as the case may be, an attractive amount, 
veiy much more than one would imagine from the amount of the pension 
Perhaps even iiiy pension, when I earn it shortly, would look very much more 
if some actiiuiy capitalised it loi me ( In llonouiable Member ‘ilc is sitting 
behind you ”) 1 have not attempted it myself but my impression is if any 
ouc will proceed to decapitalise, so to speak, these lump sum figures, the 
results will not appear unduly formidable However, the mam point is that 
the sooiiei those constitutional changes come into effect, the smaller will be 
the sums to be paid under these terms as retirement grants 

Now, Sir, the period far which the services will continue—the Indian Civil 
Service and the Indian Police—depends not, as iny Honourable friend sug¬ 
gest cd, on the ScciotJiry ot State, the Cloveinor General or even on the Home 
Menihor but on the statesmen and people of India Speaking for myself, no 
one, so far as I know', is offering me a retirement grant, but if an Indian will 
take my place here m the next few months 1 shall be very glad indeed for all 
reasons, both peisonal and public 

As regal (Is tliese young ufheers now to be ippointcd if India wants to 
keep ihi’in many will no doubt bo glad to sl.iy It India does not, if India 
wishes them to quit India, tliey will quit India, I havo no doubt with many 
rcgiota, but they and w'c will have at any lato one satisfaction and that is that 
their dopaituru wiU be a sign that India has attained that status W'hich we 
all desire 

Chaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) I grow more asto¬ 
nished day by il<i\ when I listen to the speeches of the Treasury Benches 
My Honourable friend’s capacity for hoodwinking himself exceeds probably his 
capacity for attempting to hoodwink the public You will notice that this 
inoniing my lionourable friend attempted to stop the discussion of this motion 
by protending that ho had nothing whatever to do with it but this afternoon 
he gets nj) and s,iys that the Government of India w'as actually cons'iltcd by 
the S-'croKirv ot htatc (A» Honourable Member “He said so this morning’’) 
Does he not realise that my honourable friend’s responsibility arises, when he 
had been consulted’^ And what was he consulted about? When he read out 
those evtrncts from that pamphlet, did he draw your attention to a very 
important statement made by the Secretary of State for India? He did not 
The Statement was this—and that would have stopped any further discussion 
regarding any objections to the adjournment motion. It was this The 
Secretary of State says, "But it is an essential corollary of His Majesty’s 
Government’s declared pohey of promoting full self-governmeut iii India and 
Burma that from dates as yet uncertain, in either case appomtments held by 
tenure from the Secretary of State will cease". He did not refer to that. 
He knew perfectly well that a new Secretary of State has made a declaration 
of a new policy He has said that from certain dates, as yet unsettled, these 
recruitments will cease 

The HiHLOurahle Sir Jofim Thome: May I rise on a point of personal 
explanation? 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: I do not give way ^ 

Mr. President: It is bolter to have an explanation 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: The charge of hoodwinking the House, I 
regard as a serious otic iiid T may say that I myself quoted this mormiig from 
this foreword of iln' Sccief.nx of State T quoted the passage imineciiateTy 
follow'iiig tliat wliKii Tin friuid lias rc'.id out and I invite him to rend it 
himself 

Diwan Chaman Lall: Bid he quote the passage which I am quoting, which 
would have put a different complexion on the whole matter? That is my whole 
charge. He quoted the passages which suited him but the main passage he did 
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not quote. He did not quote another passage which was rather significant The 
Secretary of State says 


“At the same tune it is my belief that when that time comes opportunities for continuing 
to render good service to India and Burma will not be lacking to men whose devotion 
{unltkt the dexotvm of my Honourable friend') is to the peoples of these countries and whose 
capacity for efficient and disinterested service {not at £WOO premium) has already been 
proved ” 


This lb the new pohcy adumbrated by the Secretary of State for India and 1 
ask, if this IB the new pohcy that on a certam date not yet fixed this recruitment 
IS to cease, why is my honourable triend now wanting ^to waste the money of the 
poor man m this country m rccruitmg Englishmen to these services. What is 
the object? Wliat exactly is the object? Is the object this—that you cannot 
find efficient Indians to fill the jobs? Does my honourable fnend realise that 
under this scheme youngsters who have matriculated will be put m the most 
responsible jobs here m the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Police and £hoy 
will be paid these fantastic sums merely because when constitutional changes 
arise they may not like to stay on, unlike again my Honourable friend who ml 
spite of the constitutional changes did stay on to our great misfortune and put 
2(X),U(K} men m jail without trial, without charge? We do not want to encourage 
this state of affairs It is not our object to encourage this state of affairs Can 
my lionourable friend give me a reply to this? Within the short period antici¬ 
pated even by His Excellency the Viceroy on the floor of the House the other day 
18 there any eompelUug necessity for us to go on recruiting Englishmen—not 
Eiiiop'Mns, ninul you, as niy honourable fnend said Plnglishmen, Britishers for 
prefi'ici'ce * Is there any justification for your going on recruiting for th>a 
li'nijKir.iiy period^ T submit t’l.it my honourable friend bus given no reply to 
the «.lMige that has been made against him He cannot give us a satisfactory 
reply because there is no satisfactory reply to this. 

Jsow, bir, I want to draw the attention of the House to another fact The^e 
huiidbome emoluments and cuinpcnbutory bonuscb that are going to be paid are 
going to be paid if a man after five years service resigns or is not offered a 
contniuation of service If he continues m service, even then these uIIowuiik's 
are going to be credited to his name There w.is a time—I believe m the days ot 
Worren Hustings and Olive—when India was being robbed, but this day-light 
robbery that my honourable friend wants to indulge in is of such a nature that we 
must make a strong protest and prevent this day-light robbery from taking place. 
We have bome sense of responsibility to the poverty-stricken people of our laud 
and 1 cannot understand my honourable fnend's anxiety to do in this interim 
period what they are seeking to do 

My honourable friend referred to section 244 of the Government of India Act 
which has been very ably dealt with by my honourable fnend Mr Neogy Sub-, 
clause (4) deals wnth this You will remember, Mr President, that there was a 
time when the recruitment of Indians to these Services was very small You 
have the Islington Commission, the O’Donnell circular and the Boyal Commis¬ 
sion on Services m 1924 and then the discussions in the Bound Table Conference. 

It was then suggested that from 1920 onwards the increase in the Indian recruit¬ 
ment should be at*the rate of about per cent until it reached 48 per cent; 
it has gone iip to SO per cent now That was in 1920 In the olden days it used 
to bo the question as to how many Indians should be taken into the service 
Later on, the question was how many Englishmen should not be taken into the 
sertice That is the stage that we have reached The time has now amved 
when under secton 244 the Governor General has to make a recommendation to 
the Secretarv of State Sub-clause (4) says* 


“It shall he the duty of the Governor General to keep the Seeretari- of State informed 
as to the operation of this section {that t«, about the recruitment of the turn elatsea) and 
he may, after the expiration of such period as he thinks fit, make recommendations for the 
modification thereof.’' 
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Has my honourable fnend or the Governor General made any recommenda¬ 
tion to the Secretary of State regarding any modilicatiou in this matter? Have 
they? Was it not tiieir duty, if they were honestly and seriously contemplating 
a transfer of power to this country, to make an honest and straight-forward 
declaratiuu to the effect that they want to hand over India to liid uns and to 
hand over the service to Indians and to eliminate the Britisher altogether from 
recruitment to these services ? It was their duty to do so I want a reply from 
my honourable friend if he has done so If he has not done so, he has failed m 
his duty I am very glad that my honourable fnend thinks that he will be 
pleased to hand over his powers and authonty such as were exercised by Himlor 
in Germany to an Indian who will sit m his seat I wish him Godspeed when he 
is going back to his own country, but he will carry with him a very heavy 
conscience for what he has done dunng the tenure of his office as Home Member 
At the same time, if he himself is pleased to go back, why should he object to 
others of his countrymen who also want to go back and who do not want to 
'come to this country to rule this country’ Let him stand up in reply and assure 
this House that he and the Government of India and the Governor General stand 
for the stoppage of recruitment of Britishers into these services 

Hr. Hanu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau India Com¬ 
merce) Sir, in the last ten years 1 have nut stuod up to deal with a Home 
Department subject, because my knowledge of these subjects and my interest in 
them bus not been very intensive And 1 must say that the Hume Department 
has returned the compliment by giving very little attention to me, during the last 
SIX years But, Sir, I am drawn into the adjuiiriiment debate today on financial 

grounds First of all, 1 want to contiast and leeall to this House the ghb 

atibuiauce of the Honourable the Finance Menibei when he got up day before 
yesttrduy and said “We are not sitting at the othi'r end of the telephone or tne 
wire or the mail and receiving instructions from the Liiited Kingdom We are an 
mdependcut Sovereign Government in India who take decisions of our own 
Thib IS whut he wanted to bend down our throat and to send down thi’ mind of 
the people of this couiitiy It was u perteetly w’rong btatement Who declared 
the wai, who got you out ot the wur, uiid are not telephone and telegram working 
every day? May 1 usk wuy are you receiving so inuny instructionb from the 
United ivmgdom every day? But, Sir, there ib no better refutation than the 
refutation of his own colleague, who got up and said We have very little to do 
witli this, thib IS the Secretary of State’s responsibility, this is not our respon¬ 
sibility. Sir, let me assure my honourable friends that the mind of the Indian 
IS now alert, that the things which you palmed off on him in the past will not 
now do For example, take the very sinister propaganda which every disciplined 
Englishman iii this country now mdulgos m from the Viceroy downwards. We 
havto m this very House Mr. Griifiths, we had Sir Archibald Howlands, and today 
we had the Honour.ible the Home Member saying it is a matter of a few 
months, a few weeks, and we are going to hand over to you the whole authonty I 
Now, I am a businessman and a cyme. When a transaction is being done, T 
want to see it finished before I say it is ilone I do not believe till 1 see it I 
only think it necessary to draw the attention of the country to this nauseating 
propaganda from upwards to the bottom, to these professions m glib words *0 
mislead the people of this country And when it comes to action, here we h.ive 
got the kind of action which we are censuring 

And now I will proceed witli what I regard as a very reprehensible and harm¬ 
ful action to India in the proposals which we have got here In the fijst 
instance, the scales of the pay and allowances of the Civil Services in India had 
attracted notice throughout the world as being excessive During the last 50 
years every public man belonging to^every section and party m this country has 
objected that these scales are not suitable and are not in keeping with the condi¬ 
tion and the resources of the people of this country. You will find, according to 
these scales themselves, that a retirement grant is admissible to officers who 
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retire voluntarily There are certain grants already, according to these scales, 
to the existing iiiciiibers ol tlic Indian Civil Service These have been com¬ 
mented upon as very cxccsssne 1 ask Where was the need for these new 
extraordinary grants being created now'-* 

Let me show the iinancial gravaman ol these grants A man who is 28 
yeais of ago, inoiided ho has uheady done boine kind of war service anywhere in 
the world in His Majesty's h'orces, is ehgiblo for this Assuming he is 23 years 
of age, then he is already m his sixth year of seiviee Assuming that in the next 
12 months there is a constitutional change iii India and if this gentleman may 
chouse then to leave from tins country, that is to say, otter one year, then, if he 
goes voluntarily after one year, we have to pay him 1,2,000 We have to pay 
him Bs 20,000 stiaightaway and it adds to his salaiy an amount which is extor¬ 
tionate, if 1 may say so But should it happen that the Government of this 
country find him hostile or disloyal or noghgent or they may find him doing 
enemv work and in some cases have to remove him then we would have to pay 
him £.'),0(X) That is to sa 3 ', a sum of between Its 05,000 and Bs 70,000 

May I ask whv this is being done? Ts it because you are not finding proper 
recruits'^ 1 recall in this very House Mr Ogilvie in 1937-38, to 
numerous questions of mine as to wly more Indians were not taken 
into the Army as officers, trotted out with the usual formula that suitable candi¬ 
dates were not available' They could not get a larger number of suitable candi¬ 
dates, even aboiit 20 or 24 in those days for the army Then, Sir, the war came, 
and J think thousands of suitible candidates were found by the same army and 
defence .luthorities who only tw’o years before that felt that suitable candidates 
were not available In other words, when they do not want to do a thing, they 
have got perpetual exeuso But suit<iblo candidates wrere found during the war 
bv the thousands You accepted their services, yon found them efficient and 
there were comments from the highest quarters that these men had made good, 
that the Indian officer was a good and efficient officer The Government tiicm- 
selves acknowledged it Now, Sir, look at the other picture In recent times, 

I have had visits, I have had communications from scores of voung men who 
were selected, who have done years creditable work who are now being thrown 
out, from the army, navy and air forces They are being thrown out unccro- 
moiiioiisly and they are asked to apply to Employment Exchanges organised by 
my Honourable friend Dr Ambedkar But he cannot create employment. They 
are being asked to go, they are thrown on the streets I am sorry to say,^I am 
going to ascertain it in the course of this Session from the War Secretary I 
understand that demobilised Britishers are being taken in their places, in the 
place of Indians who have rendered good service for 4| years You are taking 
•demobilised Britishers in the Navy, you are taking them in the other services 
Ts this fair way of treating Indians? 

Then, let us come to this Ninety eight places m the Indian Civil Service 
and about 63 places in the Indian Police service, plus another 24 in each, which 
will be the vacancies during this year, that is roughly about 200 to 225 places are 
being filled up with Englishmen We had it in the papers the other day that 
2,000 Britishers ha-^e applied and that these 200 places will be filled up by them 
Thev will be filled up with all this heavy charge m emoluments, heavy mortgage 
of the revenues of this country for the future. It is not merely the financial 
aspp'-t T also know something of these calculations between capital and revcmie 
and. e.>n turn tliem backwards and forwards I assure von, Sir, that this is the 
most a-stoiinding proposition Whv is it necessary for the Government of India 
and Ihe Soeretarv of State to offer inducements of this order? Ts it because th^'v 
have not got men? Now, Sir, that is not true having regard to the competent men 
from India who have given good and loval service to the Government for the 
last 44 vears during the war and who are on the point of being thrown out by the 
■hundreds It is not a fair proposition for the Government to allege that they are 
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not getting adequate and competent men and that is why they are brmging in 
tbesuiiiritishers Dy ohermg them extra mducemeuts 

j^uw, bir, take the otaer bide ot the shield, ib it because these ii.ughbhuioii 
have johb by the thoubauds in the United iungdoiii and that wiien they return tu 
their uuuutry they are going to uud a great welcome and that they are going to 
imd jobs with Its. 450 to start with and ail kmds of allowances to boot, is it 
beudUbe ol this exeuse that taese oompabbionate and heavy grautb in case thujr 
yoluntarily leave or m case they are dismissed are granted to them? Are such 
jobs waiting them? Aie such jobs m plenty m hinglaud? Do we not read every 
day m the newupapers about the acute unemployment in England? Ijave we 
not read that alter the last war when men with good services were demobbed 
from the army, they had to sell bootlaces m Tratalgar Square? i say tais is u 
ramp, 1 say this is a racket played on tins country Thcie is something muie 
sinister behind it If it is purely huancial, 1 say this is a serious waste of Indian 
funds which this country is soiely' in need of economically When this country 
18 in such great economic distrcbs, it is not right for the tlovcrumeiit to spend 
money on this scdJo and for this jnniiObi*^ II theii' is on the other hand any 
political object behind tins exiia\agiincc, tlitn s.iy so, come iornurd openly .md 
toll us why you offer these in.liiceiiieiit*- whith .*u so iini'onbCJou.ihlo in the 
extreme Why arc they called Europeans*’ Sir, the Secretaiy of State for 
India, in this Book lins got a foot note whuh J would like to leatl to this House. 
That foot note says, umlcr the lusuloi, to he hlled Uv J'iUrope.in e.iiulidaies, there 
IS an asterisk—the terms ‘European eandidales’ and ‘India.i eandidates' are used 
in tins leaflet to denote efindid.itos of Iji.ropoan deseent and non-Asintic douiicile, 
camiidatcs of Indian desc< nt and doinieile resjiectively lii otlier words, candi¬ 
dates of European deseent and iion-Atiatic domicile arc called linrope.ins But 
why, how many ol these people v ho call themselves Europeans ni tins country, 
iMcludmg my box-wallah friends in the European (iroup, liow many of them are 
there from anywhere except Britain? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khaa (Agra Division Muhammadan liural). It 
includes, South Africans, Ausliuhans and so on 

Mr. Manu Subedari My friends from the European Group are ashamed to 
cull themselves only Britishers llie leasou why the teim 'Europeau cuiidi- 
dule" IS used is because they have to bung m occasionally a New Zealander, a 
South African or an occasional Australian. As is usual they want to tluow dust 
in our eyes by using the word “European” In this wo are constantly reminded 
of oui humiliation in the British Empiie so fur as self-governing Domimous are 
coiiceiiiod Itcgarding this term “Euiopean” whenever it is used in this country 
I would invite my countrymen to go behind it Aic not all of them Britishers 
serving here? Have they got any connection with any other country in Europe? 
Do they claim that they are from outside Great Britain and that they have got 
nothing to do with Great Britain? Sir, these gentlemen, when we ask them 
to correct something, then out of sheer bravado, out of sheer mulish obstinacy, 
this Government never corrects that I submit that, in their own interest, they 
should get nd of tins term “European” as it is used in common parlance. 
Beocinse if you do not do so, then the liussians will come and claim a share 
Are you prepared to give a share to your friends from Moscow of whatever there 
IB under the name of “Europeans”? I therefore suggest to my friends the 
Britishers that in their own interest they should get nd of this word 
“European” 

Then, Sir, it is said that these allowances will also be given to Indians, to all 
entrants. If that is so, I speak subject to correction, if the allowances tn 
Appendix JI are also given to Indians, if Indians are eligible for these heavy 
allowances, then I say it is an absolute waste. Why do you Want to give 
this to Indians? An Indian is glad to get Government job m the Indian Civil 
Sennoe or in the Indian Police Service You need not hold out any prospedV 
of giving him a gift of Bs. 16,000 or It«. 16.000 rising to £16,000 or two lakhs 
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of rupees You do not require any such luducement m order to recruit higher 
type of Indians with higher quahhcation in this country Then why offer this 
inducement to the Indian? Why are you domg this? Wliy are you wastmg 
Indian funds m tins way? May I ask why invent devices like these siinpjy to 
irritate the people? Why do you offer money v\hich is not necessary and 
which merely hunnluites Indians m the eyes of the world? Is theie any country 
in the uorhl which lecruits its civil servants on such fabulous scales of salary? 
Is there any country in the world which is compelled under n superior statute 
compo'.ed by British Parliament to waste its funds in this manner on its civil 
servants? Is Iheic any other country m the world which is under the British 
Empire on winch you impose such extravagant expqnditure? What is all this 
talk of handing over to ‘our’ '^iieeessors? What is all this tosh ahoiil IBs 
Majesty's Governinent'a declared intentions with regard to Indian ‘self-govern¬ 
ment? We look to .your deeds, we examine yon in every detail, in every acs 
which voii do, and I •’av Ihis particular act of vours redounds no credit wh.ntso- 
evor either to Tlis Majeslv’s flovernment or to the Treasury Benches here 
Sir, T support the motion 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban)- 
Sir, the lloiiour.iblo Member who s[)oke last asked a series of questions at the 
end of his oration,—is there any country in the w^orld that is tins, is there any 
country in the world that is that, and so on and so forth My answer to that, 
jieiliaps on behalf of the TTonourable the Home Member, is m the negative I 
ask. Sir, is there any country in the world like ours in which, know'ing full well 
how we have .bc( II treati'd, how pioiniscs have been broken, how at every turn 
w'o ha'xe been pushed to tlio wall, w<* still quote Bccrctarieb of State, Governors 
General and Honourable Members of the Executive Coiineil? Their promises, 
their pledges, their statements, ha\e onl.v a tcmpoiary value Whenever it 
suits them they insist on llieir peiformaiice, and whenever it does not suit them 
they come out with a eoiivcnient ex))l.miitioti Sir, I ask the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber who spoke before me, is there any coimtrv in the world where its parliament 
discusses various questions affecting the conntrv in a language w'hich is not the 
mother tongue of its mernhors? 

Shri Sri- Frakasa (Ben.sres and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Bur.al) The answer is m the negaluel 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi: Is there any c.ountry in the world like this 
w'hore we talk law-, we talk constitution and w'c talk many other things of 
public life, which is a mcio transplantation of exotic pl.mts m a soil which is not 
coiigcrji.il to it? 1 lia\o heard many hpceclies today and each one instead of 
giving warmth to rny blood created a depression m my mind There ara still 
my coimtrvnien who w.int to know why all this ^vas done What the Honour¬ 
able the Ileiiic Member would not say m so many words I should like to say, 
and that is this "We arc hero, dare you kick us out, dare you ask us to leave? 
And so long as we are here w'o shall behave ns we like, we shall send as many 
ns wo like ” Eoity-cight or fifty per cent, is almost humbug They will make 
it sixty or fortv as it suits them 

But if the Honourable the Mover of the adjourument motion and those who 
Bupportei! him really believe m whot they want, then there are ways and means 
w'hich will get us what we want A change from a white bureaucracy to a black 
one or brown or #01110 other colour is no good They will take the same salaries, 
they w'lll go about m their motor-cars and have half a dozen red chuprassies 
round about them, and they will cost my country as much as the white members 
of the bureaucracy have cost us Tlie adjournment motion even if it is passed 
will lead 118 nowhere T do not know whv we are wasting two hours every day 
over these adjournment motions Have they a constitutional value in a consti¬ 
tutional House where a majority of the House may be absolutely without any 
value? It 18 therefore that T should like to appeal to Honourable Members who 
happen to be the largest block in the House to see whether they can turn their 
minds to a solution of this problem from a different angle If they and we 
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The Assembly met in the Asbembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clocki Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. O. V Mavalankar) in the 
Chair 


MEMBEBS SWORN 

Dr Vijayendra Kasturi Banga Varadaraja Bao, M A., Ph.D , M.L.A. (Gov< 
ernment of India* Nominated Official), 

Dr P. G Solanki, M L A (Nominated Non-Official), 

Sreejut Bohini Kumar Cho^idhury, M L A (Assam Valley Non-Muham¬ 
madan). 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Proposed Despatch of Indian Troops to Iran 
Mr. Fxssldent: There is a short notice question by Prof Banga, but the 
Honourable Member is not present If the Government Member wishes^ he 
may answer it 

Mr. P. Mason: I shall be very glad to answer it Will some one read it? 
Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Will the War Secretary be pleased to state if 
Government have decided to a^nd qr are considering the sending of Indian 
troops to Iran to help the British Foices to return home? 

If so, do Government propose to consult the House before they, t»ke any 
final decision in this matter and actually despatch Cur troops^ 

Mr. F. Mason: As regards the first part, no Sir The second part does not 
arise 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Miy T enquire whether Indian troops who are already 
out of this countrv <ire going to be despatched to Iran, so that the questions of 
now troops do not nnse'* 

Mr. P, Mason: No, Sir They will not 

MOTIONS FOB ADJOURNMENT 
Atrocities by Pioneer Force in Paciilaich Village near Chittagong 
Mr. President: I will iipw take up the adjournment motions The firat 
one IS No 49 in the list of adjournment motions It is m the name of Sree 
Satyapriya Biiiierjee, who wishes to adjourn the business of the House to 
discuss a matter of urgent publ'C importance, namely, the act of wanton raid by 
the Military Lalwiir Force called Pioneer Force in a village named Pachlaich 
about five miles from the town of Chittagong, the plundermg and looting of the 
valuables found in the house of that village, setting fire to the houses by petrol 
which were i educed to ashes and the consequent destruction of all their contents 
including stock of foodgrains, cloth, utensils, cattle and poultry and forcible 
ravishing of young women and the failure of the Government to take necessary 
action against the miscreants and to pay adequate compensation to the victims. 

Mr. F. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) These Civil 
Labour Units are rather peculiar units in that they do not consist of trained 
soldiers but merely of coolies. They are technically subject to military law 
But—and I think the House will agree with me that it was wise—it was 
thought undesirable to subject them to the full ngors of military law because 
they were not trained soldiers, and therefore it was agreed by an administrative 
ordee that they should not normally be punished by military law and that if they 
comrmttea any serious oSencp, they would be handed over to the civil authon- 
ties 


(351 ; 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMSI \ 


[1st Fed 194(> 


[Mr. F. Mason] 

This particular luci^nt is at present being investigated The reports I 
have received show that the stories about the origui of the quarrel are very 
diverse The stories given bv the members of the unit are different from the 
stones given by the villagers There is a joint civil and military investigation in 
progress Some 9/5 members of the imit have been identified by the villagers 
and are under arrest When it has been decided against how many pnma facie 
cases exist, they will be handed over to the civil aiithoiities for tnal and there 
w'lll be no military trial 

As soon as the news of the occurrence reached the military authorities, they 
proceeded to provide relief and it might interest the House to know what relief 
articles were issued The immediate relief issued was 60 maunds of nee, 19 
aiaunds of dhall, 2 maunds of salt, 2 maunds of ghee, 2 maunds of sugar, 49 
pounds of chillies, 40 pounds of tea, 600 aluminium dekehis, 600 rezaiSi 50 I P. 
tents and a large quantity of matenals for bmlding huts So I think the 
military brought relief to the site as quickly as they could We are having an 
investigation which will be carried out by the Provmcial authonties and I 
suggest that all that can be done has been done and that it is not a matter of 
urgent public importance because the case is virtually about to be Huh judtee 

Sir Mohammad Tamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Rural) May I 
ask who IS going to compensate these poor people who have suffered Is the 
burden going to be thrown on the culprits who will be found guilty later on, or 
is the Government going to be responsible to compensate these people 

Hr. F. Mason: That question. Sir, is also being investigated Sums of 
cash w'cro offered immediately to the villagers but the final total to be given 
is being investigated Tt womd not fall on the persons responsible, because I 
do not think they linve the moans to provide what is necessary but I think it 
will fall on the Government 

Mr. M. Asal Ah (Delhi General) Sir, I do not see how this case can be 
considered auh judice An administrative enquiry mav bo going on but that 
do"-. not iniviii th.it the muttei is suh judtee Purthoi, in so far us the questiou 
of urgency is concerned, the matter is, I submit, urgent, because unless drastic 
stops are taken agamst these excesses today, it would moan an encouragement 
to others to nnsbeliavo themselves and nob^y will mind what would happen to 
them I do not see anv reason whv this matter should not be taken up 
Unless Government are prepared to give us a guarantee that such incidents will 
not be repeated and that they will take all possible steps to see that such 
incidents do not recur, it is an urgent matter, as I do not see anv guarantee 
forthcoming from the Government 

Mr. P. Masim; T do not think the Honourable Member would wish that 
drastic steps should be taken against these persons without enquiry and with¬ 
out trial We propose to have an enquiry and a tnal, which I am sure every¬ 
one would wish to be as fair as possible I do not know what other drastic 
steps can be taken T do not think I can giVe, no man in the world could 
give, a guarantee that such incidents will not recur I can certainly say that 
every possible precaution that the military authorities can take to prevent them 
will be taken 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Sir, there are certain questions involved in this matter So far as the question 
relates to relief and compensation, whether what the Government have done is 
reallv adequate and eommensuratia is a matter for the decision of the House 
That IS a question for debate And so far as the question of urgency and other 
things are concerned, T am afraid I cannot agree with what the Honourable 
Secretary of the War Department has said The occurrence took place on the 
7th January. It was not an incident which took place on the spur of the 
moment The authorities under whom these coolies had been stationed had 
had ample notice of the trouble that was brewing but they did not take time by 
the forelock Therefore, Sir, from all points of view the matter is such that 
it cannot be avoided being discussed on the flow of the House. 
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Shaikh Bafladdin Ahmad Slddiquee (Chittagong Division Muhamnindan 
Bural) Mr. President, an adjournment motion on the same subject stands lu 
my name Sir, I come from the same place where this incident occurred and 
the authorities did very little to mitigate the sufferings of the people Had 
the authorities been a little more careful the occurrence would not have taken 
place The military police and the militarv authorities were mere hooligans and 
the offieers of the camp with burning torches and petrol tins marched towaids 
the village and burnt w'hole village one bv one and destoryed more than 62 
bouses They looted several houses and the damage done would not be less 
than five to six lakhs of rupees ft v a matter of great public importance 

Mr. Preddent: What is the number of the Honourable Member’s adjourn¬ 
ment motion 9 , 

An Eonounble Member: 60. 

Shaikh Baflnddin Ahmad Slddiqnee: The local authorities were not sym¬ 
pathetic except the Divisional Commissioner, Mr Carter The distnct autho¬ 
rity, Mr Meirmine was not at all sympathetic and when I went to him and 
asked him to take steps in the matter, he did not utt^r a single word and turned 
his face away and ran away m his cai I asked the authorities to enquire about 
the 'insympathetic attitude of the Disinct Magistrate, who was m charge of 
the district, who was doing nothing practically to mitigate the sufferings of 
the people Whenever any occurrence took nlace he simply turned his face 
away and did not do anything for the civilians 

Ha]i Abdus Sattar Haji labaq Setb (West Coast and Nilgms Muhammadsn) 
Sir, with regard to the plea put in hy the Secretary to the War Dep.jirtment, 
the object of discussing this motion in this House is not to find out who the 
cp'pnt IS ni to punish him The idea is to focus public attention on the 
matter in tint, TTonsi', so th.it similar occurrences may not happen in the future 
For tho War Secretaiy to say that the matter is still under investigation, T am 
Sony to say, shows an amount of heartlessness on the part of the Government 
This incident took place on the 7th January and toda\ is the Ist rebriinry 
and m,y Honourable friend had notice of this adjournment motion a’lmost on the 
day that the occurrence took place Yet he says that the matter is under 
nivcstigation T therefore think that this matter should be debated on the floor 
of the Houop and wo must at least ensure that some steps are being taken so 
that these oeouri cnees do not recur 

Sir Mcdiammad Yamln. Kban: Th(> question of /tub judtre does not arise 
(Intcmiption by Mr Sasanka Sekhar Banval) 

Hr. F. Mason: There has been a press statement by the Government of 
Bengal 

Mr. *t?khar Sanyal: That did not contiadict the other statement 

Mr. President: It ajipears that the matter is under mvestigation and it is 
diflicult to sec how' this motion can be admitted It appears from what the 
War Secielaiy h.ss said that steps have already been taken in the matter, but 
the fpiostion us to whether the measures are adequate or not is a matter foi 
investigation, and so also the question of compensation Considering all cir- 
cunistances, 1 do not think I should give my consent to this adjournment 
motion to 111 * discussed , 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Bir, may I ask if this ruling is going to be a precedent for 
the future'!* Because, if these matters which are under investigation are not to 
be diseiiKsed on the floor of the House, although they are not sub jiidice, it 
becomes a rather difficult problem for us to talk about matters which relate to^ 
urgent matters of public imiiortanee 

Mr. President: So far as adjournment motions are concerned, no ruling in 
respect of one motion is going to be a precedent for another Each motion will 
have to be judged on its ow'n merits All T wanted to point out was that, from 
the point of view of the importance and also urgency of the matter, it seems 

A 2 
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that steps are being taken by the Government and therefore it should not be 
a proper subject to discuss here It is possible that one may not be satisfied 
with the enquiry and one may even be afraid that the enquiry may result in an 
eyewash But on a consideration of the circumstances of this matter, it does 
not appear to be such as should be agitated here and now. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: For an illustration, Sir, supposmg the Govern¬ 
ment wants to avoid discussion on these matters, the easiest course will be to 
start an investigation 

Mr. President: If such an investigation is started from that point of view, 
then we will certainly consider it at that time, and if we are convinced that the 
investigation is solely foi the purpose of avoiding a discussion in the House, I 
shall not lule the motion out 

Mr. Sasanka Seldiar Sanyal: May I draw your attention to this particular 
aspect of the matter, Sir’ That incident took place on the 7th January 
There have been statements on it hy the leaders of people and the public press 
Thereafter there was no statement from Government either contradicting or 
repudiating the allegations made by the pubhc and the press And immediately 
after this Assembly met there was this adjournment motion In fairness, may 
we ask the Honourable Secretary when the investigation was started? 

The HononraUe Sr. Sir M. Aiizul Huqne (Commerce Member) On a point 
of order, Sir, n voiir ruling being discussed? 

Mr. President: He accepts the ruling but wants to get it elucidated 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: 1 wanted to save the Chair from the vagaries 
of the Fjxecutivc Supposing you arc satisfied later that this investigation was 
started iinincdintelv after the 7th January and not after the adjournment 
motion was tabled? 

Mr. President: There is no use discussing this matter any furthei We 
have lind it that, the verv next day some measures were taken We had it 
also that a communique was issued by the Gdvernment of Bengal, though not 
hv this noveiniiient It iin.st take some time for investigation, the incident 
h.'pix'iied on the 7th Januarv and one cannot expect that on the 8th everything 
would be all right, and the investigation would he completed T think the 
math I has been sunTieientlv discussed It is finished 


Dihvstek at Diamond Harbour Jetty 

Mr. President: The next adjouinment motion is from Sir Vijaya Ananda, 
he wants to discuss "the recent disaster at Diamond Harbour and to censure 
those responsible for their sheer neglect of duty in .illowing such huge traffic 
to pci'-s through without making o^ire,beforehand of the perfect condition of 
the jeltv and tlu gangway, despite the fact that thev know that pilgiims fiom 
f.ir uid ni'fir w^-re coming in largo numbers to have a bath m the holy 
Ganqasagar” 

I should hUe to know' what the Government has to say about this 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Bmlways and War Trans¬ 
port) Sir, this is entirely a provincial matter When this deplorable disaster 
took place, the Piovincial Government took action and appointed the Divisional 
Coinmissioner to hold an inquiry That inquiry is in progress ,at the piesent 
moiiiont r refloat that the matter is for the Provincial Government and they 
have appointed flie Divisional Commissioner to see into it 

Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda (United Provinces Landholders) Tf 
the Provincial Govi'riimoiit has accepted responsibility for this and have ap¬ 
pointed an inquiry committee, I have not much to say, hut I would like the 
Chair to tell us whether these Provincial Governments can always take shelter 
under the Chair In view of the fact that the streets of Bombay are flowing 
in blood and so many other disasters have occurred in other provincesi should 
matters of this kind bo disposed of in this way, that these matters are the 
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concern of Provincial Governments every time, then what are we here for* 
Section 93 is the present order of the day in the provinces Surely, the least 
we can (to is to register our dissent and tell them that their admmistration is 
defective How long is this to go on for and on that account will nothing be 
taken up here^ That excuse has been offered ‘.o often that it has lost 
charm May I know what your ruling is Sir? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has given me his own hint about 
the ruling It seems to me that he is pnmn faote satisfied—though not fully— 
with the appointment of a committee to inquire into this 

Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: It is acceptable to me provided this 
will not go on for ever—taking shelter under the plea that this is for the Pro¬ 
vincial Oovoriiiiient 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: What he wants to do is to .iltei the 
constitution! 

Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: The constitution is made ueeoiduig 
to their wishes that is the tioiihle W1 on it suits them, tlnv ean always shirk 
responsibility 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Noii-Miiliainniad.iu Rural) On a point of iiifoinintion aie tlu> jetties nrid 
gangways not connected with the railway system’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No, nothing to do witji the rnilwav 
system 

Mr. President: l bclio' e the subject is m the concurrent list*’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The executive responsibility for these 
matters lies entirely within the provincial field although actually this is jori- 
neeted with inland waterways, the iiieideiit happened on land and it is a matter 
for the control of crowds bv the Provincial (roicrnnieiit and that pos'tion has 
becMi accepted by tlie Provincial Government 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: The strength of jetties and gangways is 
a matter for this Goiernment; this Railway Adirumstration controls the wuter- 
w'ays also Ry whom are the w'aterwayg controlled? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The executive contiol is a provincial 
subject, oven thoia 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Tf as the Honourable Member says the incident happened on land, 
how could they be drowned in water? 

Mr. President: It is on a jetty 

Shri Sri Prakasa: The jetty is on water 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No, upon the land 

Shri Sri Prakasa: I have never seen a jetty on land! 

Mr« President: Anyway, considcriTig everything, it is not necessary to 
admit this now 


Passport to Pandit Jawahari.al Nrhru for Malaya, etc. 

Mr. President: The next motion is No 51 by Diwan Chamman Lull, it is 
to discuss "the silence of the Government m connection with the application for. 
a possport for Malaya, etc , made by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to the Govern- 
ment of India" 

Mr. H. welghtman (Secretary, External Affairs Department) Sir, before 
notice of this motion had been received, I had already written to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru informing him that it had been necessary to consult the 
Burma Government in regard to his proposed visit to Burma and the South Eas^ 
Asifi Gomm&nd in reffAivi fn liia Titvfc¥\/wrtji ' - - 
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were awaited A few (lavs latei their leplies having been received* I coniinum- 
cated the result to Pnndit Jaw'aharlal 'Jehni. and I claim therefore that there 
has been no silence on the part of the Government 

Diwaa Ohaman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) May I ask my 
Honourable friend if be can enlighten this House in regard to two matters— 
one, whether thev merely consulted the Burma Government or whether they 
made .my recfiinmendatioii themselves in regard to this application for a passport, 
.md two, what lejilies were received from the Burma Government? 

Hr. H. Weightman: In lejdy to the first question. Sir, this Government 
made no reeoiniriend.itions lhe\ meioly consulted^the Burma Government and 
tlie South Bast Asia Command In leply lo the second question, the response 
received from tlie Burma Goieiiimont is to the effect that m present circum¬ 
stances they regiet thi'v c.innot agree to a visit The reply from the British 
imlilaiy .ulmimsinitioii in Afalava is that they have no objection to Pandit 
Jawaharhil Nehi I’s visit lo that lountry, provided his visit is for the purpose 
which he has stated, n.imelv the relief of distress 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: M.iv I .isk mv Honourable fiiend whether m view of 
the ipply leceived fiom the Buinm Goveimiient they did not get into touch with 
the Burma (loveminent again .ind insist that this passport should be given 
lo I’.’iidit .Tawah.iilal \ehiu m \iew of the largo nimihers of Indians who are in 
distress in Buima? 

Mr. M. Aaai Ali: I should like to Know something further It is very 
sinpiising »T h.ive nevi r IumkI a thing like tins before, that a passport is to be 
granted liy this Gov eminent only in consultation with the Government of 
.inotliei country The Government’s duty is merely to grant a passport It is 
for the other Government to say “We will not allow this gentleman to enter 
oiii eoiintrv’’ T do not see the relevancy of this 

Mr. H. Weightman: In actual fact a passport is not leqniied for Burma 
. 111(1 M.d.iva at all in his case 

Mr. M. Aaal Ali: Then wdiy do you talk .ibout passports? 

Mr. H. Weightman: Because this is the way m which the motion has been 
ft .lined <md because Mr Jawaharlal Nehru himself asked for his passport to be 
uniewed 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Then the position is even easier That means that it is 
possible for tli s Govdiinienl to enter into negotiations with another Govern- 
nieiit \s it h.i]ip(»ns the Seeretur> of State for Burma also happens to be the 
Secri't.irv of State for India and I do not see why it cannot be managed Ts 
laml Pctliiek Lawieiite ahsoliitelv helpless in this inattei? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee (Seeretarv, Gommonwealth Relations Department) 
This matter iother impinges on the functions of the Department of Common- 
wenlth Relations too It is true that no passport is required, for an Indian pro¬ 
ceeding to Billina 'Ih.it is because the civil government has b>'en restored in 
Biiiiii.i '\s legards M dnya, the civil government has not yet been lestored 
MalaVII is at present under military administration and they have their own 
oidinaiiocs So. the pre-war position under which Indians had free access to 
Mnl.iv.i without, a passport does not obtain now We had to consult the Gov- 
einrnoiit <.f T>iiriim Honourable Members would remember that there is a 
very large Indian population m Burma- There is also a very large number of 
Indian evacuees who are waiting to go back to Burma This matter is now in an 
extiemely delicate stage and irrespective of the legal position we have decided 
in the interest not onlv of our evacuees but also of the Indian population there 
and also m order to preserve a favourable atmosphere for an amicable settlement 
of the Tndo-Burma question that we should not let any Indians proceed to 
Buirna without the consent of the Government of Biuma, particularly as 
economic conditions in Burma are far from normal. That is the reason why 
we had to consult the Government of Burma and the British Military 
Administration of Malaya. 
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Dlwan Ohaman Lall: May I ask my honourable fnend if the position now is 
that you have given an undertaking to the Burma Government that you will 
consult tlieni regarding the issue of a passport. May I further ask whether a 
pnsbport now is not necessary and if it w not necessary whether Pandit Nehru 
can proceed to Burma without asking the permission of the Government of 
India in regard to this matter? 

Mr. R. N. Baner|ee: Very technically, there is no sort of formal or stntutoiy 
ban on the entry of an Indian into Burma todav oven without a passpoit hut 
as T have explained an understanding which has been arrived at in the interest 
of our own countrymen m Burma should be observed and T venture to think 
that it would be a very unfortunate test ease if Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru or any 
Indian wore allowed to proceed to Burma without any sort of previous reforcnco 
to the flovernment of Burma 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall: M<iy T ask whether my Honourable friend docs not con¬ 
sider that it IS in the interest of Burni.t and of the Indians there and of the 
Indians in this countiy that a thstingu.shed and world famous lendei like Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru should proceed at the earliest possible opportunity ? Hoes ho 
not eonsider that the millions .11 Indi i and the Tndiaiib in Burma and even the 
Burmese would welcome the visit of Pandit Nehru this cntieal juncture to 
Burma’ Do vou know of a better ambossador than Pandit Jaw^aharlal Neliiu? 

Shii Sri Prakasa: Mr Jamnadas Mehta I 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: in vu w of tht* background I have given, T venture to 
think that it is entirely a matt<*r of opinion 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall: Thu sooner you change your opinion the better Is it 
tbo opinion of the Honourable Members sitting over there or is it the opinion of 
ihe people oonoemed—the Burmese, the Indians in India and the Indians in 
Bmnia Whose opinion is it? 

Mr. President: Different pcojile may hold different opinions on this point 

Seth Clovind Das (Oiitral Provinces Hindi Divisions Non-Muhamniudan) 
Tlie Iloiionr.ible Me nber said (hat he did not recommend Pandit Nehru’s visit 
to Burma Ma^ I know whether he said anything against his visit to Burma? 

Mr. President: I do not think he said that 

Mr. H. Weightman: I did not say anything against Pandit Nehru’s visit 
to Burma 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: The replies received on the floor of the House definitely 
reveal the facts (a) that it is the responsibility of the Government of Tndm since 
they entered into this agreement with the Burma Government knowing per¬ 
fectly wi‘11 that there was no statutory objection to any Indian visiting Burma 
and (b) that they did not recommend to the Burma Government that it was m 
the interest of India as well as of Burma that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru should 
at this juncture visit Burma They do permit men like Mr Jamnadas Mfdita 
who IS one of their servants to go to Burma and Malaya any time he wishes to 
go but not a great leader like Pandit Nehru whose presence is most urgently 
needed at this juncture in a country like Burma Therefore the matter being 
urgent, the matter being of grave public importance affecting the welfare of 
hwdreds of thousands of Indians in Burma, I submit that tliis adjourmiie’it 
should be accepted 

Mr. B. H. Baneijee: On a point of explanation. No agreement has been 
entered into with the Government of Burma As I explained, cntiditinns are, 
abnormal there We always see that no countryman of ours proceeds without* 
rome reference to the Biurma Government and without fnalring sure that he will 
l^e the minimum facilities there. Then again, shipping and transport faci¬ 
lities also have to be allocated after consultmg the Government of Burma. No 
agreement has been entered into. It is an unofficial understanding 
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The HonottiaUe Sir Edward BenthaU: The adjournment motion refers to the 
silence on the part of the Government m connection with the passport As 
has been explained, there has been no silence. 

Mr. M. Asal All: Tt is norso than silence 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: There has been no silence particularly 
after this discussion Tf the IJonourable Member wishes to discuss the ments 
of the case that is another matter but the adjournment motion refers to tne 
‘silence’ 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May L ask my Honourable friend the Leader of the 
House to look at the motion a little more caaefully than he has done His 
colleagues have admitted that they acted merely as a post office I say there 
was silence in legard bi the iee<wnmeiidation that they ought to have made to 
the Government of Burma and there was silence in regard to the iction taken 
after the rcplv of the Burma Government has been received 

Mr. President: T do not like to be very tCLliuical about the wording of the 
ad^oumment motion Let us take the aubataiiee of it Leaving aside for the 
mornont the technicalities of the language, the position seems to boil down to 
this There is no statutorv provision requiring the passport That is No 1. 
No 2 is that this Government will not allow' any person to visit Burma whom 
the Burma Government does not peimit fs (hat the position? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: That is an unoffieinl administrative understanding 

Mr. President: Take a hypothetical ease Suppose a person under these 
circiimstahces wishes to proceed on his own, taking all the nsks The question 
raised in the adjournment molion, as it seems to me, is—"what is the policy 
of the Government of Tiidi.i'’’’ Will they ban that entry and take legal pro¬ 
ceedings’ Will thev issue any orders preventing the man from going’ What 
IS the position’ 

Mr. B. E. Banerjee: We wull not ban his entry It will be open to the 
Government of Burma to seek to enact an ordinance prohibiting his entry. 
The House will ngieo that in the present state of our relations with Burma it is 
most undesn.ible to provoke any such incidents 

Mr. President: Order, Order 1 am not concerned with the political aspect 
of the situation I am only eoiieemed as to whether this matter ha^ anything 
to do with tlie policy of the Government of India If the Government of 
India are not going to place any ban on his entry, then, how is ii that this 
becomes a responsibibti of the Government of India? 

Mr. Mann Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian t3om- 
nierce) Alny T add one more point. Sir? There is a very accute feeling lu the 
biisiiu'bs elides of all c'ommumties, which were in very close business contact 
W'lth Hurina before, that the Government of India are not doing everytliing m 
tbeir jiower and that the administrative understanding which they have reached 
With the Government of Burma is contrary to the interests of the Indian 
business community We understand, Sir, that great facilities have been given 
to the lepresentatives of British firms to go there Uniforms were given to 
them and they wore sent as military people in the first instance and now 
unnecessary difficulties are placed m our way in reaching Burma and resuming 
the trade It> is the administrative understanding which my Honourable friend 
has referred to that we are entitled to censure and it is not merely the pass¬ 
port of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru What has come out is something which is 
much more serious and T urge that it is this aspect of it which we are entitled 
to censure 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Mav I add, Sir, that the responsibility of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India arises by virtue of the understanding that thev have entered 
into with the Burma Government which they were not under any compulsion 
to enter. They say it is an understanding and not an agreement May I ask 
when an understanding is not an agreement? The understanding was that 
they would consult the Burma Gbvemment They had no business to enter 
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into that understanding. Therefore, the responsibility arises since by virtue 
of that understanding they were forced to consult the Burma Governm*ent who 
have said ‘No’ to the request for u passport for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Sri M. Ananthasayaiisin Ayyangar: Sir, there is another aspect of it, which, 
according to me, is very important The adiournmeiit motion, in particular, 
refers to Malaya etc apart from the question of Burma Non, u number of 
persons are under incarceration m Malaya The Goveinment of India has been 
appioached by an important Committee headed by Sir Alladi Krishnaswami 
and they have .isked for their leave to pioceed to Malaya to defend them 
duiiiig those proceedings 

Mr. President: Oidt^i, Ordei T'lmt is .i dilTerent mutter lion is it relevant 
to this question ^ 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: 1 am coming to that point VVe are 
ail aware of the fact that Pundit Jawaharlal Nehiu was one of tlie important 
persons wlio look an impoitani part here in the defence ut these persons w'lio 
were arrested ami whose trials proceidcil It he wants to go to Malaya for 
that purpose amongst other things, it is the duty ul tins (loveruineut to get 
him facilities for doing that Thcrefoie, ii. •- but pioper that he should be 
allowed to go to Malaya It is not open to the Cloverumeiit to prevent him 
from going thcio, us the udjourunienl niotioii says 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azuui Huque: Bn, my Honomable trieiid Mr 
Munu Siihudai has refeired to a ni.iitei which concerns the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment and therefore I must mtcrveuo m tins matter I can a^ssiire my Honour¬ 
able friend and the Floiise that this (jovernment has taken every possible step 
with a view' to sec that the businesB and trade interests of Indians in Burma 
are brought to their old level as soon as possible, but I hope it will be 
realised that in a matter like this the Government of India is not the only 
authority The Goveinment of Burma has a very large say m the matter 
liight fiom the heginnmg of the time when Jiuima was won back, it had been 
our constant effort to see that every possible step is taken in that maitei The 
Commonwealth lieiatinns Department as well as the External Department 
have taken every possible step to see that the trade is lesorted and Indians 
are brought there as soon as fiossible But 1 hope, when the net result is 
disoubscd, it will be realised that the attitude of the other side is a matter 
of very great importance f hope niy Honourable filends will not forget some 
of the incidents wliieh happened in the past and some ot the incidents which 
have been repotted within lecent times Having regard to all these facts, we 
have not eoinpletelv a frce-lwiid to piess that tomorrow eveiyonc w'ho has 
been there should go tlicic In this matter, as ray Honourab’e friends know, 
we have t.ikcii every stejj to be in touch with the trade, business and commer¬ 
cial inteiests and organisations And wliatover the Goveinment of India has 
done, it has done with previous cousii'tation in this mutter I feel that so far 
as the Goveinnieiit of Indui is (oncenied in the matter of eatabliahing the 
trade relations and putting Indians there, we have taken every possible step 

Mr. Mann Subedar: May I add Sir, with your permission, that m spite of 
all the steps which my Honourable friend has taken, the results are very 
poor Has he not ipceived literally hundreds of representations from business 
people who have their assets there and who were not able,to go there’ T am 
myself associated with the company which has a factory there We do not 
know what has happened to the factorv We are not permitted to go there 
This Government has entirely failed to do its duty and all that results from 
the fact that this Government is a spineless Government They have failed 
to send out people to Burma until the Government of Burma is willing to 
receive them This'Government has entirely failed in the matter of the re¬ 
sumption of trade relations with Burma and I feel that we ought to be per¬ 
mitted to censure this Government 

Dr. Sir Zia Dddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham- • 
madan Bural) On a point of order, Sir May I draw your attention to Bule- 
48 of the Manual of Business and Procedure in which it is clearly said that 
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not more than one matter can be discussed on a motion of adjournment? In 
the present case, I think eveiybody has made his own speech 

Mr. M. Asal All: With your permission, Sir, I will just say one word You 
seem to be iii doubt about the rcspousibihty of the Uovernment of India in 
so tar as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's desire to go to Burma is concerned I 
have not heard any thing which goes to suggest that it is not their, but some¬ 
body else s responsibility that Pandit Jauahurla) Nehru cannot go to Burma 
They have not given us any details ui the leply tluit they had received from 
the Binnui Government, to begin with Fuither, why did they not protest 
against the iinwillingnusK of tlie Burma Government not to receive Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who, as my Honourable friend has, said, is about the best 
ambassador that we can think of to go out fiom India and who can bring 
about better relations even lielween the Buimans and tlic Indians Everyone 
knows that I’aiidit J.iwuharhil Nehtu has been to Biiim.i before, he lias got 
friends llicie and lie is resjiected theie I leally do not know what objection 
the Bnima Goveiriment can possibly have to Pandit Jawahurl.il Nehru going 
there If theie .s .uiv objection at all, it is the objection of the Department 
whieh IS now t-Jling ns that Pendit Jaw.diailal Noluii cannot go there bccduse 
they li.ive .igieed that he should not go there 

Mr. T. Ohapman-Mortimer (Nominated Non-Ollicial) Ts it m aecordance 
with the Slnndiri' Orders, Sir, that a debate on tins motion should t.ike place 
at (ju.ntei lo 12 o < look*’ 

Mr. President: 1 wante<l to be c leai on tlie point and 1 cjuitc agree ihaC 
it has gone mto'n sort ol debate .ind that is just the re.ison why I do not want 
to admit this !id|outninen(. motion All that c'ould be said has been said and 
so I Mile ihiv motion out of order 

Vmjid'nc. ok 'iamxo important DhCisioNH joiuimt Assembly Session 
Mr. President: Th.' iicNt ad|ouminent motion stands m the name of Mr 
An,iiitlias,nan.iiii Ayynngiir It luns thus “the persistent conduct of the 
tioipimneiit of India m delil»eiatel\ putting off taking decnsions on important 
nialteis when llu* \s'>(^inl>h is in Session w’tli .1 view to .vvoid a discMission 
on it 111 iho \.RSernbh , as for instance— 

(. 1 ) the gisiniinu rif «lr,iini‘ss 01 v ar allowances to tmijiloyees iliawmg a salary 
of lis I 000 ,md mole by the Goveinment of India, 

(b) fuither recruitment of Bniislieis lor tnc It'S and India Police Force, 
both oi wliieh weie taken immediately <utei the closine of tlie hist session of 
the \s8embly, and 

(e) many other cases of similar impoitanee” 

Sri M. Ananthaeayanam Ayyangar: I w'lll give more, T have got a list of 
cases with me 

Mr. President: The fldnourabli Alember innv have got a list but the point 
of order raised b\ Mr Lhapnian-Mortinier comes in his way Part (h) of this 
motion has nlrend\ been discussed on a seji irate .".djoiii nment motion Part 
(c) IS vague enough to be allowed as a definite matter of public importance 
Sn M. Ananthaeayanam Ayyangar: It is not the point or the substance of 
items (a), (b) and Je) that T intend discussing for w’hich T intend to censure 
the Government T have given these instances to show that thev are very 
important What is being done is to grant dc-srness allowance to persons in 
railway administration for persons w’ho draw a salary of more than Bs 1.000 
and this comes to about four to five erores It may be a much larger amount 
110* lakhs m one instance, 88 lakhs in another Yesterday while T was attend¬ 
ing the Bailway Standing Tlnance Committee, T went through the Budget from 
A to Z If T am incorrect mv Honoiinible friend will correct me later on 
It comes to four to five erores For a poor country like India it is a suffi¬ 
ciently large amount That is what T meant Now, Sir, the last Budget 
-session closed about 2nd April There was hush-hush in the Assembly There 
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\\erc rumours going on tiuit tliey weie going to give deariiesB allowance or war 
allowance to pet sous drawing salary over Ks 1,000 The ICS people were 
clamouring for such war allowance. Dearness allowance was being granted to 
people drawing lesser salary Over the head of the Assembly, the Government 
granted this war allowance to people drawing over Us 1,000 What was the 
hurry for this*'* It has become an accomiilibhcd fact, and peihaps they will 
come to the Assembly with a Siippleinontar} Demand It is such a thing 
that I want to avoid in future The subject matter contained in item (b) was 
discussed ^esterdav and so I do not wish to pursue that I w'lll confine 
myself only to item (a) Aly point is the Assembly was not taken into confi¬ 
dence We have got a light to he innsulted In the case of the Finance 
Bill A\e the elected Members join together and throw it out, but you bring a 
ccitihed Bill My pointf is pl.icc it befoie the House, and take anv action 
later on, if you do iid agiee with the verdict of the ^ssemblv 

Mr. President: The m.illcr is vague, ‘deliberatelv putting oif taking deci¬ 
sions’ It would have been bettc'i had the Honoui,ihlc iVfeinlier confined him¬ 
self to one sjiecufic matter 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: 1 have aitcady said that I will be 
satisfied with item (a) This is ht enough for a i .idjouiiinient motion ‘ It is 
sufticienlly clear foi the Asociulily to gi\e its veidict upon 

The Honcarable Sir John Thorne (Home Memticu) In fact, 1 am not res¬ 
ponsible for the decision tcKeu ui icgaul to clause (.») That was a mutter for 
the Kinaucp Department objection is, tliis is not, as lec^uirecl bv the 

Rules, u definite iii<iiter It is an ussuuiptiuii or an iiismuatiun, made by 
thebe three Honouiuble Members No doubt babed on various matters, but 
there again the basis ib quite indefinite The nssumption or insinuation is 
based on “ujain cases,” ot wh'ch onlj two have* been actually specified. As 
regards the point that was diseussed yestcidav, imrne'v further recruitment of 
Biitishers foi the T S and the Indian Police force 

Mr, President: 1 mav just tell the Honourable Member that he may argue 
on the assumption that the adjouimnent motion is limited only t item (a), 
not to (b) and (c) 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: I drop iteuis (1>) and (c) and conliiie 
nivself onlv to (a) 

The HononiaMe Sir Arclidbald Howlands (Pinancc Mcinbur) The tmal 
dec’sion on the grant of dearness allowance was not taken until the 'ast few 
da\s of the last Budget session The matter was in f.ict brought before the 
Stfincling FiiiaiK e t’nminittc'e of this House and diseussed theie In the 
lifjht of those discussions, instructions were issued 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: It ought to have been brought before 
the Assembly, while the .\sbenihlv was in bcbsioii As a matter of fact queb- 
"tions wore raised in the Asseinblv, on the floor of the House This is an 
imjiortant matter taking away a large portion of the revenues of the country 
and appropriating it for the giant of war allowance to highlv paid officers It 
IS not enough if it w'as brought before the Standing Finance Committee 

Mr. President: Does not the Standing Finance Committee represent fhe 
Legislature 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: It is only a sub-coTnunttee of this Legis¬ 
lature Its decisions are neither binding on the Government nor on this 
House The Standing Finance Committee gives some advice and it is reported 
to the House by the Government 

Mr. President: The matter does not seem to be urgent The Honourable 
Member will have an opportnnitv of discussing this subject at the budget time 


Mr. President: The next item. No .58, relates to distribution of food and 
it is covered by the Food Debate which we are having now 
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Inadequate Aocombcodation fob Assembly Membebs 

Mr, President: The next item reluies to "the great hardship caused to the 
elected Members of this Assembly by the inadequacy of the provision made 
by the Government for their housing .accommodation and the unsatisfactory 
way in which the balloting of even the available accommodation has been 
carried out, and the necessity of making better arrangements immediately” 
Has the Goveininent Member got to wiy .inything on this motion? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Well, Sir, this is a matter of great 
interest to Honourable Members ot this Assembly, ,but I doubt whether it la 
a matter of sutlicient public iiuportaiiue to adjourn the business of the House 
Is it a matter of such vital importance to the country, as, for instance, the 
food debate? May 1 also suggest that while this is no doubt a very important 
matter to the Members coneiTued, it is .i ht subject to be dealt witli by the 
House C'oinmitlce, which 1 understand is going to bo tippointcd any inoineiit, 
and J suggest it should h.ive considoratmii on that 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: One woid of explanation It is of urgent 
public 11111)01 tance in the s(*ns,e that if I have no house in Delhi, 1 will stay 
aw.ij ill Madras and my ei iistitueiicv wiU suffer A number of my friends are 
without houses, and m the ease of some Iioiim's, two of us are sh,armg m each 
house 

Mr. President: Let us not take up an\ more of the time of the House over 
this motion J Ihiiik the iiiattoi cun he dealt with in the House (’omimttee 

lNm\’s Quota of Hlparations from Grrmanv \nd Japan 

Mr. President: The next adjournment motion relates to “the quantum of 
repaintions legitimate!v due from Gciiimnv and Japan to India and the failure 
of the Government of India to get the proper ijiiota hv consenting to a very 
low figure out of all proportion to the sacrifices” 

Tae Honourable Dr. Sir M. AxiEnl Hnqne: 1 do not at all agiee that the 
Oovdimient of India has not done even thing possible In fact the Govern¬ 
ment of India has taken everv possilile step to bring to the notice of the 
Repaintions conference the desirability of getting proper share in the repara¬ 
tions Oui representatives at the Oonferonce have strongly put up our case 
for India and a number of things put up by them have been accepted by the 
conference So far ns the Jap,aneso reparations are concerned, tliey are still 
premature The stage has not vet reached But we are taking steps to bring 

to the notice of the conference or the authorities that arc discussing this matter 
as regards the position of India vtn-a-vm Japan m the matter of reparations 
Sri M. Ananthasayanaxn Ayyangar: T do not want to argue the adjourn¬ 
ment motion at this stage A sum of 13,000 million rupees is the contribution 
of India to the war A largo portion of it has been spent on the western 
theatre They are taking only 1,100 million rupees hs the basis. It is "wrong 
The delegation did not take anv non-officials Two per cent and 2 9 per 
12 w ^ show that whatever my Honourable 

friend ha<« done or his Government has done—^he will of course 
justify all that—is absolutely inadequate and we have been neglected, the 
proper men have not been sent and wc had no proper voice before that 
Assembly Therefore the Government of India deserve censure in this matter 
Mr. President: T thmlc this is a matter of sufficient importance and T would 
admit this motion Is there anv obj’ection to its admission’ 

' (No objection taken ) 

It will be taken up at 4 o’clock today 

Mr. M. Aatf All; Sir, will it be very difficult to hoM this motion over till 
Monday next? The food debate is very im^rtant and a lot of time has 
already been taken up today over these motions So can we have the food 
debate today and adioum this mnfirtn fill 



Mr. PnaMent: If the Honourable the Leader of the House aerees and aU 
aides of the House agree, 1 have no objection. 

The BhnouraUe Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, today we are dealing with the 
food debate which is a matter of extreme importance. 1 would not raise any 
objection to an adjournment but, if 1 may say so, 1 tVimlr it is a very bad 
precedent. We have already postponed adjournment motions,—once I think 
for the convenience of Members opposite and on another occasion for general 
convenience Adjournment motions are moved because they deal with 
matters of such urgent importonce that the House must adjourn all other busi¬ 
ness for the purpose of a paiticulur discussion, and I think it is a bad prece¬ 
dent to postpone adjournment motions for anything other than the most import¬ 
ant reasons Subject to these remarks I have no objection to its standing 
over till Monday 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahntlad: Sir, I suggest that Monday being a non-othoial 
•day it should be taken up on Tuesday 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Oiiicial) Sir, I submit that 
on Monday there is a party to the Parliamentary Delcgaiion fiorn the Parlia¬ 
mentary Association of which you aio the Piesident, and on Tuesday there is 
a party in honour of yourae’f I suggest th.it we •-hoiild not deprive ourselves 
of these pleasant functions to discuss the adjournment motion here I respect¬ 
fully submit, therefore, that if it is to be takrii up it may be taken up today 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Sir, L agree that these are more im¬ 
portant than even aii adjournment motion So it may stand over even till 
Wednesday. 

Mr. President: 1 eertumly agree with the Hoiiouiable the L^<ider of the 
House that adjournment motions being eoneeined with urgent matters, we 
should not have the practice of postponing them for one reason or other But, 
ns pointed out bv Sir r-owasjee Jchangir the other day, we are m exceptional 
circunistanceb A Inigo numl.ei of motions have nceurnnlnted and 1 think, 
willuiiit piojudice to the rulin'? wdiieh I vviP give .ifter considering the point 
as regards .idrnissibilitv of a motion even 1 hough the kfenibei is iiol present, 
we have relaxed the lule for the time being We have also followed the 
practice of postponement This practice may be restricted only to those 
ni lifii'- whiili li.ive now .i. ni’niil.ite 1 bef'ie the Ifoiise Later on, eert.ainlv, 
w-e cannot have the practice of postponing adjournment motions As regards 
the other point .about the date on which the motion should he taken vip, I 
think the President’s convenience or the party in his honour is absolute!v no 
eonsulerntion for jiostponcinent He is here to serve the House and the 
parties inav take enro of themselves in his absence also But if the House 
■so desires, T have no objection to postjKniing the adjournment motion even till 
Wednesday 

Several Honourable Members: Wednesday is a holiday, have it on Thursd.iv 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: What will happen to the other adjournment motions? 

Mr. President: We wiP take them up on Thursday 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Sir, may T suggest that the Leader of the House should 
give us another dnv for the“ food debate and wc can have the adjournment 
•motion today ^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That, Sir, I regret to say, is not 
possible » 

Mr. President: So that means that we have to take it over to Thursday I 
will remind Fononrnble Members that on Tuesday, we will have the questioTi 
hour for the first time and the election of Deputy President olso wi’l take 
•some time So there will b*» only a very short time left for the other debate^ 

Dlwan ^t^rnan LsU: What I want*to know. Sir, is what is going to happen 
■to the accumulated adjoumment motions May I take it that on Monday and 
Tuesday vou will deal with the other adjoumment morons'* 
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lb. Frssidsiit: 1 will deal with them on the next day the Assembly meets, 
just as ue have been doing now I should not like to depart from the prece¬ 
dent set up by the Chair since this session began 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Sir, m order to meet the convenience 
of the House, I think it will be possible to take this adjournment motion this 
afternoon uiid to find luilf a day for the food debate next week 

Mr. President: So the motion will be taken up at 4 o’clock today 

Mr. M. R. Masani (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) May I ask 
what day next week the Honourable Member has in mind? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: l have in- mind Tuesday but I 
should like to look at the programme I will examine the position and make 
a suggestion to the House later 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOE COMMON¬ 
WEALTH RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on Mon¬ 
day, the 28th January, 19'IG, the time fixed foi receiving nominations for the 
Standing Coniiuittce for (’oiiiinonwealth Relations Department, twelve nomina¬ 
tions Aiere received Subsequently two candidates withdrew their candidature 
As tlic number of reinnining candidates is equal to the number of vacancies I 
declare the following members to be duly elected to the Committee for the 
iinexpired jioihdii of the cun cut financial year and the whole of the novt finan¬ 
cial year 10-16-47 (1) Mi R C Morris,* (2) Sir Hassan Suhrawardy, (3) Mr 

Abdiir Rahman Siddiqi, (4) Raja Sir Saiyid Ahnuid All Khan Alvi, (5) Lt -Col 
Dr J C Cliallerjeo (0) Babii Rnm Nuraynn Singh, (7) Mr Nagendianuth 
Mnkhopadhvax, (8) Sri S T Adit\nn, (9) Seth Govind Das, and (10) Maiilana 
Znfnr Ah Klmn 


PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 

AlMMlOl’KIlTION ACI’OUHTS, AuDIT RePOKTS, ETC. 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) Sir, I lay on 
the table a copy* of each of the following papers: 

1 Central (lovcimnent Appropriation Accounts (Civil) 1943-44 and Audit 
Report 1945, 

2 Commercial Appoiidi\ to the Appropriation Accounts (Civil) 1943-44 and 
Audit Report 1945, 

3 Finance Accounts 10-43-44 and Audit Report 194.5, 

4 Appioprmtion Aceounls (Railways) 1943-44—^Ports I & II, 

5 Capital Statements, Balance Sheets and Profit and Loss Accounts of 
State Railways including the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Account 
of Tatanngnr Woikshops, 1943-44, 

6 Balance Sheets of Railway Collieries and statements of all-m Cost ol 
coal etc , for 1943-44, 

7 Railway Auitit Report 1945, 

8 Appropriation Accounts (Defence Services) 1943-44, 

9 Commercial Appendix to Appropriation Accounts of the Defence Services, 
for the year 1943-44, 

10 Audit Report, Defence Sen-ices 1945, and 

11 Appropriation Accounts (Posts and Te'egraphs) 1943-44 and the Audit 
Report 1944 



MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION—contd 

Mr. President: The House will now resume discussion on the motion regard- 
mg the food position. 

Balm Bam Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Divison Nou-Muhumniadan). 
Sir, the other day when the House began to discuss the adjournment motion which 
was tabled for the day, I was refei ring to (Tovemment control over articles of 
food .iiul other necessaries ot life and ban on the movement of foodgrains from 
one place to anotliei Sir, the demand of the whole country is that this control 
and the ban must go at once in all its form and shape In free countries wheie 
the Government and the people .ire one and the same thing, tins system might 
be working well, but here m India the question is quite different The people 
and the Government are two different things, one having very little to do with 
the other In free countries Government servants have got real sympathies for 
the people and they aro*oiit oulv to serve them, but here in this country the 
Government servants are onl\ oii< Ut suppioss the people and also to loot them. 
This control has done abaolutelv no good to the people m general, it has of 
course strengthened the control of the Goveinineni over the people and also 
it has improved the bribe taking powete of Government officials who were 
already corrupt from top to bottom Sir, this Government instead of being 
a pleasure to the people havt* .ill .‘dong heiii a terror to fhcni, and siiiee the 
moment this eontrol and b.in have been mtrijd >i*t d, this Government has been 
a tortuie to the people When loo^' ai th»^ momorandnm supplied hv the 
Goveminent, W'e hud it mentioned that rel.nNation of eonliol will be giadiial 
When It w.is intiodnced it w'as done .it once, the introductinn was nol gradual 
Then how is it that its removal is pioposed to he ‘j'Tmliial ^ The Government is 
verv fond ot the aoids ‘grndnnr and ‘progressive’ The dciniind of the country 
IS that this should go at once The contiol was intended *to facilitate the 
avadahility of food to eveiv individual n all parts of the eountrv, but I think 
that instead of helping the poo.ple it has r.ithei augmented then sufferings 
’Evervbodv knows that nil Ihe phiee-^ me not 8'‘7T-snflic'ont, when as one distnct 
mav be surplus, others are deficit Even in one district, it is generallv found 
that one part ot it produces one thing white thi other p.irts pioihice somi'thnig 
quite different, but b\ mutual exch.iiige, and aieorrhng to the oidmarv inle of 
dqinaud and supplv, the inutu.d needs of th** people .lie s.itisfied Tint the 
b,in wliieli has been itnpoFod In Covemrnent has prohibited the movement of 
supplies from one pinee to .motluM .ind d has gieatlv augmented the sufferings 
of people For inslanoe, (’hotn Nagpur Division though nch in forest produce 
and minerals, is a di'ficit men so t.-ir .is haid production goes, and especially this 
voar, when monsoon was untavournble, paddv crop h.as altogether failed and 
there is great anxietv ns to how to piocine food and from where Similar is 
the case with regard to the Saran distnct, though it is a verv important district 
of mv province—this is tho district fioin wdiich onr great leader Ilajen Babii 
comes—^it is a deficit district and it has alwavs received its supplv from 
Champaran district Every week thousands of cart load of rice and paddy 
used to go to the Saran district, but now this ban has prohibited this When 
people need such vital things as food, there is no dearth of merchants They 
try to get things from where fhev are available and things are moving, but in 
a very small quantity and at a very great cost Wherever things are available, 
merchants go and pay something to the police and in this wav they take things 
from those places Here and there police checks on the w'av, hut they are paid 
something and things move on; in this wn\ things are moving from one place 
to another, but at a verv high cost The control was intended to check high 
prices, but on the contrary it has onlv increased the prices All the brilies 
which are paid to the police are paid not out of the pockets of the merchants, 
but they are charged to the price of the articles In this wav one of the obiects 
of this Control, I mean the checking of prices, has been frustrated; mstei^ of 
the prices going down, thev have gone up 

So far as corruption goes, as I have already said, it is rampant all over tho 
country. The Police charge even ordinary people for carrying anything from 
( 366 ) 
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one place to another. I refer to one place in Champaran Thana, namely 
Dhanha, this is a very poor Thana of the district It is on the border of 
Gorakhpur district in the United Provinces on the other side of Gimdak. People 
from the Thana go to the other parts of the district for collecting poddy and 
other things and^ instead of getting then ivages iii i ash they get paddy Some¬ 
thing they eat 5nd something they save and after the harvest is over the 
labourers used to take the saving of poddv from those parts of the district to 
their homes in Dhauaha thana A little of the way falls in the Gorakhpur 
district On the pietext that these things are being taken away to other 
districts, the police take biihe even from them Look at the meanness of the 
Police Depaitment Even £he labourers have to pav a bribe to the police in 
Older to lemove their little savings from other paits of the Champaian district. 
to 0 thana in the same distnet In this u.i\, Sir, this co»itrol is creating havoc 
among the people ever\where m the couiitr\ Not only this, every shopkeeper 
who wanted to deal in articles of control has to take a license But a license 
IS not to be granted to anv body unlesK the .ipplicunt has fully and financially 
satisfied the licensing .uitlimities and the licensing autlioiities will release some¬ 
thing for the Government and something for themselves 

Not only this, the license holders have to make regular payments to the 
police and to the I'ontrolling authoiitv In iiiv district, rather m the subdivi¬ 
sion of t'hatra only rccentlv cloth rationing has been introduced First cloth 
(oupons were distributed among the people For ever\ coupon cver\ lamilv 
has had to pav at least four annas to the distnbuting nuthoiities In this way, 
SO far as that area is concerned, I was told that about Bs 1,000 was collected 
from the people and lis 1.50 was deposited in the Treasury b\ wav of donation to 
the Bod Cross Fund ,ind the rest was utilised bv the distributing authorities 
themselves Not onlv this, in m\ area, f li.ive found that people who pin chased 
nnvtlrng from the controlled shop .ilso had to pav soinetliing to the polii o and 
to the sliopKecpeis «o that thev ma, satisfy the higher iiuthoiity In one place 
I was reliahiv infoiriied that poor people who used to come to the kerosene oil 
shops and who vveie allowed one nnn.. k*MOsine n»l, had to pav foin anna** extra 
m ndililion to wliat he had to iiav tot the oil Of eonrsj« this was to go to the 
licensing authorities, or to the Sub divisional Ofliier, oi to some other per-on 
In this way, owing to this control, the corruption which was already abominable 
in this eountrv, is getting on inoio nml iiion* so Not only that, this control ia 
the father of thm Id.ick nv.nket There would have been no hhuk market had 
Ihcie been no control of ibis kind ’nieicfoic 1 voice tli" feelings of tbe peoplo 
all over tbe eonntrv that tins eontiol must ■>'o and that at once in a'l its forms 
and all its shapes 

If the control is to he lelaxed gradiiallv .is the mernoianduiy has said, so 
far as tbe inter-distriel ban is concerned, this must go at once T have already 
said Cliotn Nagpur h.is got a lot of minerals \ lot of labourers go fiom outside 
and the supplv from the (Jovciiimciit and other sources are not quite enough 
Unless this ban is removed, it is difficult for th mi to get their food So T think 
the Central Government will advise the Urovineial Oovomment of Bihar to 
remove the inter-district ban nt oi»ee be^.siise without the removal of this ban 
I think the people in mv province and espeeiulK in mv constituencv of Chota 
Nagpur will suffer verv much 

Tins memorandum which has been supplied to each of us hv the Government 
iientions their food pojioy and their agncultural policv with which there can be 
lo disagreement But so far as nchievoment goes, I sav it is all concoction 
dather I say it is a downright he They sav much has been done with regard 
o the supplv of water bv the construction of w’ells, tanks, and canals Sir, T 
milder How can they have the hardihood to sav all these things? I know 
hev hfcve done nothing. I challenge them to sav whether they have done anv- 
hing in any part of the country All the achievements are on paper and they 
'ust have been concocted in the Government of India office here We are 
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ConjjresB workers We go from district to district and province to provmce. We 
see nothing of this kind They say they have done much They ought to have 
been ashamed to say that they have done all that. The> 

have done much for the conservation of the soil, of water 
and the proper use of land Sir, if they sav that by the use 

of atomic energy they have conserved and eontiolled wMter in the sky, I may 
bo led to believe that But if the\ say thev have done something like this on 
the surface of the eaith I am not going to believe it, and I think no Member 
in the House can believe them TTie figure quoted feoiuewhcre that m their 
endeavour with regard to Grow More Food Campaign the\ have increased the 
paddy acreage by 7 million ^res, is, I say, a downright lie. It is not an 
•ordinary thing to convert ordinary land into paddy fields 1 am a cultivator 
myself I know the difficultv of converting land into paddv fields and thev say 
it is through their endeavour that lands have been converted to such an extent 
as 7 million acres 

Now thev go fiirthei They say they h.»\e done much with regard to the 
milk supply ol the couiitrv What have they done ^ 1 do not think they have 

improved tlie milk supply of the coimt’*v ni any wav oi foim Sii, this session 
is suffioientlv long T shall put eeilain questions to the Government and I think 
it will be the demand of the House aceording to those questions to get the 
figures from the Provinces and after their leceipt thev may be supplied to the 
House boie 

These aie the questions Wlnt is the mimhei of wells, tanks, dams and 
canals in each province and in the Centrallv adniimsterod areas’ 'And what 
are the names of the places where these constructions have been made and at 
what coat’ E think thev should honestly enquire about these things from the 
Provinces The next question is what are the steps taken and where to con- 
^erve water and to make the proper use of land’ The Government should give 
figures which should tally with the facts on the '^pot in the provinces T^ey 
should not concoct figures in order to justify the existence of the Food Depart¬ 
ment Thev have supplied thev snv a lot of manure to the people This is 
also a downright he IMv question on this point is what amount of manure, 
of what kind and at what cost and where, has been supplied to the people 
This ought to be inquired into and the information supplied to the House. 
What are the steps that Government have taken to improve the milk supply of 
the country? These are the questions which T wish to ask Tbo Government 
have mentioned their achievements but thev ought to make enquiries from the 
Provinces, who in their turn will make enquiries from their district officers, and 
the results of the enquiry should ha reported to the House here 

Sb for as Government’s achievements go, thev have doqe nothing and I 
think they ought to do something in order to justify their existence 

There is a suggestion that articles of food ought to be imported from foreign 
countries. I agree with this At the presenf time this is the only remedy but, 
at the same time, there is a point which has to be consideied Supposing the 
imported articles of food come into the market, the people have got no money 
to buy them The people are so very poor So the Government must supply 
the people with work m every pa^-t of the country I think that spinnmg is a 
kind of work which can be intr^uced in every home and in a very short time. 
Nobody should think that because I am a Congress worker I am making 
propaganda for charhha in this House In 1858 there was a great famine and 
this Government did something like this I was very voung at that time 

Shrl Sri FnkMa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan • 
Rural)* Were vou living in 1853? 

Baba Bam Nazayaa Sinfpi: (Excuse me, I was wrong there I beg your 
pardon I meant 1958 Sambat 

Sbzl Sri Prakamt The difference between the Christian year and the Sambat 
is 57 years. 
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Babu Bam Harayan Singh: In t)u> Snmbat xo.ir 

Mr. President: Let the Hoiiomable Member be not paiticiilar about the 
date now 

Babu Bam Narayan Smgh: In the S<imb.ii .\ear 19.'3M then^ was u great 
famine all ovei the eoiuiti\. esperialK in m\ aiea and this Go\einment intro¬ 
duced the (harhha in e\ei.\ home T think this c.in be done e\en now Tbi'i 
may be a short term reiiied\ but ai the same time it is one which will lielp the 
people ill a peimaueiit wa\ The Cioveinment is thinking ot wa\s and means 
how to save the people from tin* \agnries of n.ituie, w'liieh aie the causes of the 
people’s sufferings But f think the (■oveniment ought to do KOiuething with 
regard to the production of food in a pormanent wax Inigafion is one of the 
things which w'lll help the people to a great (‘\tent ff the Government lan 
make arrangements so that all ^he cultivable land c.in be irrigated in proper 
time, I think that ought to lielp xerx much both the cultix'ntorg and consumers 
•vervwhere But m this inattei ! know the riox'einment of Bihar is verv lazx. 
I saw one agricultural district oflicer and T also heaid from other goveininent 
officials They have got monex to lend to the people for agncultuial pm poses 
but the rule is a curious one Unless the people spend an equ.il amount from 
their owm pocket thev could not get anx help tn>m Goveiiiment for agncultural 
purposes Tins is an absurd lule The people are so xerx poor that thev can¬ 
not spend anvthing from their oxvn pocket Tf the Govtnnment is going to help 
the cultivators bv irrigation, all the cost of the irrigation ought to be paid bx 
the Government At the same tiine mnnine is also one of the things which 
ought to be attended to 

Mr. Praaldeiit: Afax f know xxhat time the Honourable \reml)er is likelv to 
take 9 


Babu Bam Narayan Singh: T will take as much tune as T like as 
m fterident: The Honoutable Member has nlrendx had sufficient time 
l^av the House is adjourning at l2-4r), not it l-l.'i ns usual, it being Fridnv 
„®re are ten minutes moie Jf the Honourable Afernber finishes enrlx otlier 
-Honourable Members mav eontinue the debafe 

Baba Bam Narayan Singh: Sir, T shall finish verx "ooii The animal 
poxver of the country has greatly deteriorated Tht* Government has to take 
steps in this matter, so that the animal power of the enuntix on which cultiva¬ 
tion depends is improved 

^ Government ought to do something 

wnth regard to the long term remedies for the improvement of agric ultiire, so 
enough food everxwhere and all the time to come 
Mas ni ^ ^ support the amendment of mx Hononrable friend, Mr AT B 


Mlf. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler (Bondmx Southern Division Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, T nse to support the motion so nblv moved by m\ Honoura¬ 
ble friend from Bombay, Mr Afatiani T must congratulate him wholeheartedlv 
fi? excellent speech winch he delivered two davs ago and T can safely sav 
that there is no one in mv Province among iion-ofTicials who can command such 
a mastery of the subject of the food problem as he does 

Sir, it is admitted on all sides of the House, inehiding the Government, that 
the food situation in the country today is very serious Speaking of mv own 
constituency the southern division of the Bombay Province which T have the 
honour to represent in this House T snv that the position is go'n'» from bad 
^ to w'orsp Tn most of the xnllnires of the throe districts of iny constituenev. 
nnmelv Bijapiir Belgnum .and Dharxvni the Governinont have declared innnv 

villages as scarcity areas The posit'on of the Kainntak is verv bad indeed, ns 

vou all know', and I am sure the OoveruTneu^^ is fnllv aware of conditions there 
There was famine there not long ago of the worst magnitude just like the 

Bengal famine The position todav in mv constituency is, that people are 
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selling awuy their cattle and in the North Kaiiaia district people are not able 
to get much gram* except nee, while todav in Dharwar city ration has been 
reduced considerably Compared to this, the price of pwait has been increased 
in Dharwar by 12J per cent In rural areas we find difficulties to obtain ration 
nermits Even in districts where there is scarcity, attempts are being made 
by officials to collect corn on levy system This should be stopped forthwith. 
Tn other parts too the position is very grave I was reading two days ago in 
the Hindustan Times about a news, and I should like to tell you that in sonie 
parts of the districts in India, people are living on animal carcases I shall 
read just threee lines 

"According to reports icceived from thn distiicls of Chittorgaih, Bhilwara, Bajnagar 
and Kuakheia, there is great sAroit.. of food grains there The poor have to go without 
food for days together In a state of desperation, many in the Kuakhera division are 
neported to have fed themselves on animal carcases " 

I am afraid the position is disgraceful and the earlier the situation is remedied 
the better it will be for the countr\ I should like to bring to the notice of the 
House the position in the province of Bomhav, winch was bntliy summed up 
ill a resolution passed by the Executive ('onnnittee if the People’s Provincial 
Food rouncil, Bombay, on the 21at De^’ember T may say that this 

Council was inaugurated about two \carg .ago when mv friend, Mr Minoo 
Masani, was Mayor of Bombav, and it consisis of able and well-known men 
all over the province and its recommendations are being respected bv the 
Government of Bombay The resolution runs 

“The rommittee takes the view that if assurances of rnoie adequate imports of food- 
grains into the Province are not immediately forthcoming and if such imports do rat 
materialise soon, tlie Province of Bmnbay will be faced with a grave shortage of foodgrains 
which will entail considerable hardship and even starvation on the poorer sections of the 
population In particular, such a situation will endanger the maintenance of the present 
level of the ration which is, in the Conncil’a opinion, inadequate from the pont of view 
of accepted standards of nutrition " 

As Mr Musuui said the other day, wo need not blame the Government or 
tile people for this sorry state of affairs As far as the Bombay Government is 
concerned, I know they ,ire doing their beat and I know' the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment leads the Governments of other provmces in this respect—I mean, in the 
matter of administration of food policy in this country—and I may also say 
that the Collector of Bijapur is doing his very best in the district, but we must 
examine the causes of this trouble 

To sum up briefly, 1 would say the causes are two, nainelx, Kick of imports, 
and lack of oo-operatiou between the surplus provinces and the other provinces. 
The Honourable Food Secretary reading his report the other do\ savs that the 
provinces m which there is scope foi improvement in the svstem of procurement 
are the Punjab, Smd, United Provinces and Bihar I raa\ say, Sii, that these 
are the guilty provinces These are the provinces which should come to the 
help of the deficit areas In our provmce there is the levy system whereas m 
the surplus provmces I have mentioned, there is no lew svstem To mv mind, 
I thmk the Govemmont should have a lev\ system m these provinces as well 
The other da\ T was told b\ an official in Boiiibay that these provinces do not 
have a levy system because tlicv believe that troops will have to be called out 
to collect their quota I fail to undeistand how’, when in our provmce of 
Bombay, where we have Mnhrnttas who tare considered to be martini races and 
warriois, and Deccnni Mussulmans among the peasents tlTis levy is being 
collected in an arbitrary manner, without the least punitive measures being 
enforced I fail to understand how the Government in those provinces cannoi 
eiii'oica the lew svstem To mv mind this is nothing hut a lame excuse Tn 
the province of Bombay, levy collections h_ave amounted to the extent of 84-f 
per cent in 1944-45 This was done voluntarily, without nnv punitive 
measures being adopted 

SJt. N. V. Oad^ (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhamnindan Bural)* 
Question That was not so You are not fully aware of what is being done 
imthe muffassil. 

B 2 
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Mr. Alimed EbraUm Hanxm Jailer: The muSassil must be worse, 1 agree, 
Sir, I support the point brought forward the other da\ by Sir Cowosjee Jehangir 
on the question of cloth barter We in Bombay are supplying cloth to these 
surplus provinces and if they are not going to come to a satisfactory arrangement 
with us. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may finish the sentence if he likes, 
but there is already a break, and e might adjourn now Today being Frida>, 
the House will adjourn now and meet again at a quarter past two But before 
we adjourn formally I have to make an announcement 


NOMINATION OF •PANEL OF CHAIBMEN 

Mr. President: I have to infoim the House that under sub-rule (1) of rule 
3 of the Indian Legislative Buies, 1 nominate Mr K C Neogv, Syed Ghulam 
Bhik Nairang and Mr P J Grifhtha on the Panel of Chairmen for the current 
session 

The House will now re-asseniblo at 2-15 P m 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mnvalimkar) in the Chair 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEE BE BRETTON WOODS 
CONFERENCE AGREEMENTS 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon to-day, the 
time fixed for receiving nominations for the Committee to examine the proposals 
of the Bretton Woods Conference nine nominations were received As the 
number of candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare the following 
members to be duly elected to the Committee —(1) The Honourable Sir 
Archibald Rowlands, (2) Mr Geoffrey W Tyson, (3) Sjt N V. Gadgil, (4) Mr. 
K C Neogy, (5) Mr Manu Subedar. (6) Sri M Ananthasavanam Ayyangar, 
(7) Dr B K Madan, (8) Dr Sir Zia TJddin Ahmad, and (9) Seth Yusuf 
Abdoola Haroon 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEE BE ROAD-RAIL CO¬ 
ORDINATION SCHEME 

Ifr. President: I^have also to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon to-day, 
the time fixed for reoeiying nominations for the Committee to examine the 
Road-Rail Co-ordination Scheme, seven nominations were received. As the 
number or candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare the following 
members to be duly elected to the Committee (1) The Honourable Sir 'Edward 
Benthall, (2) Mr H G. Stokes, (8) Sri Bhavirathi Mahanatra, (4') Mr. P B. 
Gole, (5) Shri Mohan Lnl Saksena, (6) Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, and (7) 
Nawab Siddique Ali Khan 

^ MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION—oonfd 

Mr. Aimed BbralUm Hwoon Jaffer: Before we dispersed this morning, I 
was speaking about a point raised bv Sir Cowasjee Jehangir the other day in 
regard to cloth barter, I said that if we are not going to get help from the 
sumliis nrovinees we should he allowed to have barter with Burma in the 
matter of rice from where we used to import 4 lakhs tons a year for Borohay 
out of 15 lakhs tons total import per year We are even prepared to go fiir- 
ifcher and barter not only with Burma but if required with Tndo-China and 
Thailand hut at the same time we are not going to he selfish We are preoared 
to come in the common pool if the surplus provinoes are prepared to co-operate 
with us 
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I now refer to the question of imports* It was in August 1044 that Sir 
Henry French who is considered to be a high official of the U.K. ?ood Ministry 
came to India It was then hoped that the import conditions will improve as 
it was realised that the position of the country was grave We have heard 
nothing further about it after he left Then very recently on the Otti Novem¬ 
ber 1946 the Food Member in an interview to the Press declared ‘I have myself 
taken advantage of Lord Louis Mountbatten’s presence in Delhi and discussed 
thia matter and I am confident he will render every assistance’ What is the 
result^ We are, where we were These persona come and go and the position 
instead of improving goes from bad to worse. 

I should like to refer to the question of the imports of butter and milk pro¬ 
ducts. I have just received a telegram from my constituency and I should like 
to rend it to the House. 

“Indian butter Hs 2/4 per "lb A firm offiara Auatralian butter landed coat Ba 1/4 
Import banned It m deploraJble *’ 

Here we are offered butter at the rat of Rs. 1/4/- landed in Bombay com¬ 
pared to Bs. 2/4/- of Indian butter but unfortunately we cannot import it. I 
hops something will be done in the matter of imports of butter and milk pro¬ 
ducts as early as possible. 

I should now like to refer to the question of sending a delegation to 
Washington I have read in the Press that it is proposed to send an official 
delegation Well, unless it is the idea of Government to send an official dele¬ 
gation on a hohday tnp, which usually these delegationb are intended to be, 1 
ivould rcHpeetfully suggest that if voii reallv want to have something done then 
It Vfill be advisable to send a non-official delegation Wo know the permanent 
Food Secretary of the Government of India, Sir Robert Hutchings went to 
Washington and we are well aware that he is coming back empty-handed. Why 
do you want to send an official delegation? Why not keep the officials of the 
Food Department to feed us m India instead of their being sent there to feed 
themselves I would respectfully suggest that it is better to send men who 
command the confidence of the country, who are experts in this problem and 
who can handle the situation m a bettor wary than it would be done otherwise. 
If I may be permitted to suggest name«i, I would suggest that the non-official 
delegation should consist of five members and I have in mind the names of 
Naivabzada Liaquat All Khan, Sir Manilal Nanavati who was a Member of the 
Woodhead Famine Commission, Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad, Su: Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas, and of course I cannot exclude my friend Mr. Mmoo Masani. 1 
hope that my suggestions will be favourably considered and let us hope that 
the day is not distant when we will have a better situation in the matter of 
food supply. Sir, I have done 

Shrimati Ammu Swaminaffiiaii (Madras City. Non-Muhammadan Urban)* 
Sir, I rise to say a few words in support of my incurable friend Mr Masani's 
innendment and the addition made by my l^nourable friend from Andhra 
I am not going to give you any statistics I think we have had enough statis¬ 
tics given to us in this House both by the Honourable Government Secretary 
for Food and also by some of the otW Honourable Members but I want to 
say a few words about the food situation generally and particularly with rega^ 
to the food Pituxtion in the South India where I come from I want to put it 
from the point of view of a woman. I want to put it from the point of view 
of a human being who feels for the distress prevailing in the country, perhaps 
more than some of the other Honourable Members of this House I ^ow what 
Su' S V Rainamurti. the Adviser to the Governor of Madras said about the 
seriniiR food situation in the South I should like to quote what he said the 
other d^y when he met the Food Council in the Madras Province: "If the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and His Majesty’s Government take an immediate decision 
and keep to it with firmness and get it implemented with expedition I have no 
doubt famine in India can be avoided and I look forward with confidence tq 
their doing so.’’ 

Well, Sir S. V. Ramainurti is a Government servant. I feel that if he had 
not been a Government servant he would have put tills sentence a Uttie differ¬ 
ently. He would have said* If they do not take an immediarfie decision, we 
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will be faced with famine. With regard to South India I can B&y with the 
Honourable Members from Bombay that the ralionmg there has been very 
well done. The Government did what it could But at present both our mon¬ 
soons m the south, the south-west monsoon in Malabar on which we d^end 
for all the foodstuffs m the Malabar and the north east monsoon by which the 
crops of the east-coast of Madras are watered, have failed and today we are 
facing a very serious situation all over south India. 

With regard to Madras uity, Tamilnad and Andhra, some of the Honourable 
Members have spoken ahcady and' we know thart Sir S. V. Bamamurti him¬ 
self has mentioned these places in his report But with regard to the west 
coast, Malabar, not many people have spoken and I would like to say a few 
words about the situation there liationing in Mabibar has been far below what 
the people should get In Madras we have had one lb. of rice given per person 
per day, while in Malabar w here the rationing has been district-wide—(I believe 
that IS the only place where the whole district has been rationed and no village 
have been left out of this lafloning)—^we get only 10 to 12 ounces of rice per 
head per day, and the people of Malabar are entirely rice-eatiiig people Very 
ofter the^ have no other food to eat Their staple food' consists of nee and 
the> are not getting enough of it to live on We speak very grandly about the 
calorics and about the nutritious value of food and so on, but I would like to 
know whether with nil the exports we have in India and the highly paid officials 
do we go into the matter pioperly and see whether the people are actually getting 
the kind' of food that they should get, the kind of food that has nutritious value 
With regard to tin Irniisport conveniences, even m the districts, my Honour¬ 
able friend to my left has alieady spoken how difficult they have been, especially 
111 the mattei ot taking iicu and other foodstuffs from one district to another. 
Tilt, same difficulty has been fuit m Malabar and they have had difficulties with 
reguui to taking rice and other foodstuffs fiom one village to another They 
were prohibited from doing thart There hove been many such cases but I 
would like to tell you ot one case As you know, Malabar the villages are 
rather different freiii the villages of other parts of India. The houses are 
situated far from each other and often it happens that the rationmg shop is 
about 3 or 4 miles .iway from their places of residence and very often the day 
labourers have to go to these shops after their work is over at about 6 or 7 
o clock in llu« exeiimg ,in<l turn they hn«l tin shop i loseil As it happeni'd, 
theic was one old wtimnri liviug in one village and she had a daughter who was 
living 111 another village which was about 4 miles away. The daughter was an 
c\])ec'taiit motlier and slie could not get ncc for two or three days So, the old 
woman was taking hei own lution to the daughter in the other village when 
she was caught by the police and taken to the court The court gave her a few 
days' iinprisorimeiit This is the sort ot thing that is happening I can assure 
you and the Goveinrncnt Members that if that old woman had any cash with 
her and if she had paid that cash to the man who had arrested her she could 
have got off and could have taken the nee to her daughter TEns is the sort of 
thing that is happening in the villages 

Now, acuonliiig to Sir S V Bamamurti, ae I said, the rationmg is going 
to be cut nioro than it had been cut before If that happens, then we may 
not have perhaps exactly the famine conditions but we wull certainly have many 
more diseases and inanv more epidemics in places like Malabar where people 
are alreadv un4er-fed and under-nourished 

It was said in a communique by the Government of Madras last year that 
Malabar is not in need of so much gram as they have tapioca and jack-fruit. 
This shows how these reports are written and how little they know of the real 
situation Tapioca is not a thing that you can live on and jack-fruit we have 
•only for two or three months m Malabar and that, too, is not food. It is a 
thing which is cooked like curiy and is eaton with rice. You cannot live od 
jMk-fruit alone. If we did, then there will be more deaths from cholera than 
there are already. According to Government statistics, the number of deaths 
was 30,000 but many more people actually died. I think the number was well 



•over 50,000 How can you expect these poor people Jto resist these epidemics 
when they have not enough to eat? iWe have had ^rnine in this country in 
1890 and from the records which exist today we know that the ration then was 
IJ lbs of rice per day per person. But under this very benevolent rule of the 
British in this country we are not given more than one lb a day even in pro* 
Vinces where we are supposed to have very good rationing. It is not enough 
if you write long reports and give long statistics You should have a huniafn 
view of things; you should have a realistic view of things if you want anything 
to be done. I feel I must take to task the Government of India in many matters- 
Very often wo ore told that" there is a shortage of food at some place because 
the iiiins have failed or there have been droughts or there have been floods. 
But these things are not unknown in this country We have had all these 
things before But if there is a Government with any vision and if it is interest¬ 
ed in the people of the country, if it is a Government w'hich is interested in 
looking after the welfare of the country, surely these things can be looked after. 
We can have proper irrigation system, we can have icservoirs of water. It is 
not enough to have plans and programmes which are going to come into bemg 
ten years hence It is necessary io have long-range plans But w'hat we need 
today 18 food and we want it without any more delay 

Another reason that is given b\ the Govemnieiit for the shortage of food 
IS that our population is iucre.ising With legard to that matter, I would hke 
to read an aiticle by Kate L Mitchell, an American woman who wiote an excel¬ 
lent book called “India!—An American view ’ She sa\s 

“Betwofii 1910 and 1930 population incrraaed l»y dhout 17 poi lont tood production 
by about 30 per cent ft la true that the preaent pioduction in wholly inadeiiuate, lint the 
ir.-i8on8 for thia inadequacy he in the ayRtcm of piodnction and the f«ii1uie to de\elup tho 
€i\iiil.ib1e icaourcra, not in .iny iibwilute over population In f,irt theie <8 evriy leasoii 
to believe that by making full uae of her rcaonreea, India could auppoit a far larger popula¬ 
tion than at present The eanae of Indian poverty la nut the rate of population growth hut 
tile fact that India la a caae of aireated eeonomu' development ” 

That 18 what the American woman has said about this bogey about the in¬ 
crease of population of India which is mentioned os a reason "for onr having 
food ‘-hortuge m this country You have had a lesson m the tenible tragedy of 
Bengal a few vyars ago Aio you going to repeat that tragedy again m the 
country’ Arc vou going to see that anotlier famine should take place in this 
country’ Even with regard to the Bengal food fannine, I want to ask the Gov- 
iTiiment what they have done hevond appointing another Committee They 
liiue not done anything with the lepoit of the Commission on Bengal famine 
and 'Pt tliev have appointed another Committee with Sii Clarence Bird as 
t'liairinan J would like to know whirt does ho know about the food situation 
and wliv do the GovernmenF want another Committee to look into the report 
Avhieh IS alieadv with them’ Surely that report will give you all the data you 
want This is not the time for you to have another Committee sitting on that 
report and making another recommendation on Top of that 

I would also like to say on the subject of Bengal famine that in 1948 there 
was an offer from the Az^ Hind Provisional Government This came out the 
other day in the IN A trial They said that they would send 100,000 tons 
of rice as a first instalment if India would accept it They did not accept it. 
T want to know whether the Government would! rather see the people of India 
die of starvation, as they were dying at that time, rather than accept rice that 
A\ as going to be sent to the Indian people It was not being sent bv the Japan¬ 
ese if the reason was they could not accept rice or any other fpodstuff from the 
enemy But this Azad Hind Provisional Government was not the enemy of the 
ludiaii people and whv did they not accept this offer? They had no hesitation 
in accepting Japanese help to safeguarding the interests of a few Dutch people 
m Indonesin But oulv when our people are dying in this country they refuse 
because they stand on their dignity and they cannot accept rice from any bod!^ 
who has anything to do with Japanese Government If it had been our own 
fJovemment I know such a thing could not harve happened and we would not 
have refused such an offer. 
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Then there is another thing Government take credit for stopping the 
Bengal famine. Sir, I beg to differ from them. I do not thmk the Bengal 
famine has come to an end yet but it became better because of the bumper 
crop we htul that year, and no credit is due to Government at aril When any 
thing good happens in the country credit is taken by Government; when anything 
bad happens in the country the” weather is blamed, even God is blamed, and 
every other thing is, blamed except Government themselves I say it is Gov¬ 
ernment that 18 to blame What is the use of having plans on paper? What 
IS the use of giving us day after day Jots of paper to read and going into the 
question of the difficulties of Goveimnent? We know the difficulties, we know 
the iveather conditions and we know that we have got to cope with all that. 
But if it is a Government of the people who are looking after the welfare of 
the people, it is their duty to see thirt m spite qf the difficulties that we ex¬ 
perience with regarrl to weather and other conditions in this country we can 
cope with the thing We must look at it in a realistic wav and see that people 
are not starved and the people do not die out My Honourable friend Mr. 
Mas^'ni has Iready spoken about the future generation of India What are the- 
future generations going to be, I should like to know, if all the mothers are half- 
starved in this country 9 And the mothers are going to be more starved Wo 
will have just weaklings, we will have people wnth no energy, we will have 
people with no power of resistance and if an epidemic comes people will die 
off by thousands 

Sir, I would also like to know* why India has not asked for help from the 
U N B.B A Wo gave so much to U N E B A but how is it that we have not 
asked for any help from them^ T will read this little article from the press, 
dated Tendon, January 28. 

"No request for UNBR4 nssistance had been made bv the Govemment of India, aaid' 
the Under-Secretary for India, Mr Arthur Henderson, repIyinB to a question in the House 
oi Commons by Mr P Baratow (Lab) today 

lie added that UNBKA help was primarilj intended foi countries which for financial 
or oUier reasons, were unable to obtain supplies and help for lelief and rehabilitation 

This would not generally apply to India though ctn iimstnnces might nnse ulicic 
L'NRRA personnel, medical supplies, etc, might be tailed uix>n m an cmeigency ’’ 

1 w.siit to know* whv they hove not asked for and got any help from UNBBA 
Surely the famine of Bengal was also due to a certmn extent at least to war 
conditions prevsulmg at that time? Wi* could not get transport, at least that 
IS what Government toM us, that tronsjiort wms in the hands of the army and 
so for civil use we could not get it With rcgaid to UNBBA there is one thing 
more that I should like to read here with your perinission This is dated 
London, January 29 

“There was a diamalic scene at the meeting of the Kconomir and Financial Ccmiinitlee 
of the United Nations when the four countries—^Braral, Uruguay, Mexico and Bolivia— 
which had declined farther obligations to the UNRRA weie swung ovci by a moving 
appe.i1 from the American delegate, Mi Sol Bloom 

With tears flowing from his eyes, Mr Bloom, talked of starvation that could be 
presented and lives that could be saved by UNRRA activities 

Urging the deleg.stcs to be dicUited by their hearts and not their heads. Mi Bloom 
asked ‘Can you get peace and security when people are starving and when mothers and 
fathers have their little children coming to them and pleading for bits of broad and some¬ 
thing to keep them warm’ If we defei help till next year there will not be mam of these- 
people left’ 

Immediately afterwards representatives of Bolivia, Mexico, Biasnl and Uiuguay 
aniiounccil that they would after all suiqiort the United States proposal ” 

Sir, 18 there'no one who can make a moving appeal and with tears running 
down Ins cheeks stand there and speak about the starving millions of India? It 
is not a few people only that arc starving in this country, mothers and children, 
fathers and brothers,—so many of our people are starving; and it seems we have 
HO one to plead our ease We have a foreign Government in this country; even 
my o\m brothers who are sitting on those Benches rarely perhaps feel that thev 
are Indians; perhaps they also feel that they belong to a system which is govern¬ 
ed by British rule I hope all this will be changed. Sir, and that we will see 
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that Government take a realistic view and that they see that something can be 
done very soon. It has been already mentioned’ about the mission on which Sir 
Kobert Hutchings had been sent and how he was turned down. I do not under¬ 
stand \\ hy wc should have sent Su: Bobert Hutchings. Surely there are enough 
Indiuns to go with confidence, and who at least would have been heard? But 
he did not even have a hearing, he was just turned down. Have we not got 
eminent men whom we can send to any place where they will get a hearing, ta 
any council where they will be respected, wheie if thej put the case of India 
they will be h‘«tened to’ 

And now^ we read in the press about another delegation that is going headed 
by the Honourable the food Member and his official colleagues I am afraid I 
have not got much hope of our getting anything even if he goes with his 
colleagues. 1 feel that if we really want to get ourselves heard m any inter¬ 
national council it 18 necd^saty to send some ver> prominent men of India Do 
not let several people go and have a holiday in England or m America or any of 
those other nice places It is very nice to hvo away from India now that the hot 
weather is coming and have a goim change. But that is not all. We want some¬ 
one to go who will be able to put our case, who w'lll be hstcu'^d to with respect 
and who will get what he want-' lor India, because he will put the case for 
Indi 1 IIS a leprescntatuc of the pt-opli of India nnd not <is a representative of the 
Government of India I have no hesitation in saving that if it is necessary 
Mahatma Gundlii himself would go Then there is Pandit Jawaharliil Nehru> 
who also can go I will not mention more names but there are so man^ other 
ermnenti Indians who can go nnd whose names arc known to every one in this- 
House. I feel that if they go oiu* case w'lll be listened to and we will not only 
be sympathetieallv listened to but we will get all the food that we so badly need 
In regard to that wdiy is France sending JSluni? He is the moEft respected and 
revered statesman of France, they know' that it is necessary for a man Ii^p that 
to go to an international council to have a bearing and to get what ho wants for 
the country If Fiance cun do that amel\ it is our dutv—and Government them¬ 
selves must realise it that it is their dut.\ loo—to see that non-official persons, 
Indians who have the. respect of the w'hole country and represent the whole 
country should go and do something to relieve the whole situation Wc will have 
all the schemes ready, we can think about what is going to happen ten years 
liencc. how wonderful India will be ten years hence, but let us do something 
now, let (lovcrmnont do something at once to lelieve the present very critical 
situation, and let us see that we are not again visited by that horrible tragedy 
that visited Bengal, and, perhaps it is not so well known, Malabar also in 1842- 
43 Mothers, fathers and children were dMiig in thousands and nobody cared 
Government sits here calmly, it is ii ver> comfortable House to sit m, we sit 
back and in the cold weal her w'e have warmth and in the hot weather we have 
fans over our heads But let them wake up and take a realistic view I hope 
they W’lll consider the whole thing befoie they take an official delegation again 
to England and America They must realise that it is necessary to take a repre¬ 
sentative of the people, some one who will be respected and who will be heard 
at any international council 

Sir, T support my Honourable friend Mr Masam’s amendment 

Mr. President: Before we proceed further with the debate there is on 
amendment tabled by Sri Venkatasubba Beddiar Will he just move it’ 

Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddiar (Soutli Arcot cum Chingleput: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural) Sir, I do not propose to move the amendment but I shall speak 
on the resolution 

Ur, B, 0. MoteIs (Madras. European); Mr President, Sir, I do not intend 
to take up the valuable time of the House m a repetition of the criticisms direct¬ 
ed at the Food Department, although, S’'r, T agree with much that has been said 
bv m\ fnends in the House, and it is a matter of surprise to me that the situa¬ 
tion w'ns not foreseen 

There seems to be something radically wrong with the machinery as between 
the Central and the Provincial Governments; nnd presumably also between ths- 
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Provincial Governments and their District Officials that a possible food scarcity 
of this magnitude was not anticipated earlier Surely the fact that the Provinces 
were coming to the end of then* leserves should alone have been a warning to the 
Central Government Are wo to believe that the Central Government were un¬ 
aware of this position—that the reserve food stocks were fast running low’ If 
this were so, then the description “placid, pathetic contentment” applied to the 
masses of India in the Montague Chelmsford llcport would apply equally to the 
officials of the Central Government Food Department. 

Sir, 1 have hud 3*2 icais of agiieiiltuial expeiicnce in India us a proprietory 
planter in the nortli of the Coinibatoie District and, in this period, I have become 
acquainted with most of the gram cultivator^ of tlie Kollegul Taluk I can say 
definitely that the common touch, the contact between the Government District 
Executives and the lyots, whieli formerly existed, has now deteriorated to such 
an extent that the r\ots no loiigei look to Government officials for any advice or 
assistance in tlieir piohlenis, nor do they feel it nicnnibent on them to co-operate 
to the fullest extent m the niattei of grain supplies 

Sn, following the Kaiinne roinniit't.ion’s rccomineiiilations Go\erninent 
accepted “rcsponsihilitv of providing enough food for all, sufficient in quantity, 
.md of leqinsitc quality ’ Has this been earned out’ Unrelinbilitv of agricul- 
tinal statistics was adiuiited m 1913 and now, thice \cars latei, we hove the 
Central Government admitting that this is still the case a disturbing state of 
affairs Yet T would refci nn Honomnble fnend the Food Member to his replies 
to my predecessor. Sir Ficdeiiek James, in this House on Friday 25tli Fcbniniy 
1944 On that occasion the following replies w'ere given 

“(a) Thai the Food D«paitinenl ta leajioiisilde foi infotraini; the Roirt.Ur\ of State 
about all mallera connected with the supply and dulnbuUon of food thioughout India and, 
Ihoiefoie, anaing out of food ahortago etc elt 

(b) That the llonourahle Meniboi was aware of the imiioi taiK e of cusiiiing (hat the 
Sicretaiy of State la accurately and conatantlv informed on these matteis, ctr , etc 

(cl That statiatical infoimatiou of all kinds is collected from Piovuiual Go\ernmrntB, 
and tabulated departmontally by the Government of India, and that (he Food Depaifmeut 
•leiida •! Wei’klv Kepoit (o the Secietaiv of State on the Food situntiou iii India etc , eU ’’ 

Sir, we are iibsmed that gram pines will be kept down to a minimum, but 
111 })urts of the Madras Presidency the control pi ice of riigi has already risen by 
lB-*20 pel cent Deputy ('ollectors and Taluk officials appe.ii to luive been 
given irisiifficjent powers to requisition stocks known to be held in ra^t pits. 
One llevenue Divisional Oflicer inforimd me that he was aware of stocks of ragt 
hoaided in such pits m Ins men. but A\ns not in a ]K)sition to raid and seize these 
stocks 

Sir, the Madias Ooveiiiinent would do well to make more use of the Taluk 
Agnciiltiiial Societies, to take the Societies, mto their confidence Among the 
members of these societies are the chief gram producers in each taluk and their 
co-operation will be attained if the Provincial Goveinment pursues a frank and 
open policy over the food question 

Taluk Agricultural Fjxperimental centres should be set up and strains of 
millets giving increased Yields should be introduced to the ryots The rvots are 
a conservative class, but if they see plots giving a heavy yield in Government 
Agricultural Fjxperimental Stat’ons they wrill he quick to adopt them 

The development of minor irrigation schemes, Sir, should be speeded up In 
the taluk in w’hieh I lesido e\mt facilities for such projects, and these projects 
can be expedited bv the use of the mass of mechanical equipment that must now 
be available from army sources 

Communications must be improved to enable grain to he acquired from the 
rich cultivated areas now not connected bv any roads For example, in the 
hillv and inngle areas of the Kollegal and Gobiehettipalayam taluks of Coim¬ 
batore District, T doubt if anv of the grain now produced in the inanv unconnect¬ 
ed cultivated enclosures can he acquired 
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The Forest Department many years ago planned a system of road construc¬ 
tion in these parts, but this was later cancelled; and, although three foot traces 
were cut, in many cases these were never widened, the roads being subsequently 
iibondoned. Had these roads been now in existence. Sir, Government would 
bo able to acquire the surplus gram stocks of these parts stocks that are now 
smuggled over mter-district and iiiter-jiroMiice and State borders on pack 
animals by jungle paths. 

Sir, in these areas large blocks of cultivation have been abandoned owing to 
annual depredations by elephants A small herd of elephants can wipe out in one 
night the year’s w'oik of a family’s groin plot 1 recently received a letter from a 
Forest Officer admitting serious damage by elephants to the ragi erops m his 
division For years, I have advocated assistance to the ryots m this connection. 
In the Mysore State oultnatori, whose field's are subjected to devastating raids by 
elephants now receive assistance from Government in the protection of their 
crops, os has been the practice for years in parts of Africa and, prior to the war, 
m Burma 1 urge that similar incasiiitN should he adopted m the Madras 
Presideiic) 

Abundoiicd cultivable ureas m these Icrtile taluks are I'ow covered w'ltb 
scrub, and can only bo biought hack into ciiltuation this yidi by the employ¬ 
ment of tractors and nipchanicnl ploiigho f eoiisulei it is up to the Government 
to lendci siiih absistaiu'c without charge u> the lyots conceincd This is the 
time foi 111 gent measuies, and no time should be wasted over any question or 
argument as to whethei the ijot should he asked to bear a propoition of the 
cost Let us get such aieas back into cultivation without delay 

1 may be regarded. Sir, us taking a too puiochiul view of the subject, but 1 
have quoted cxumples in aicus known to me, and wh.it .ijiphes to the Coimbatore 
Distri(<t holds good for othei pints of the country The measuies 1 have ‘suggest¬ 
ed are minor measures But in the situation wo are now faced with no effort, 
howevei sni.rll, should be neglected to alleviate the acute food position 

Sir, 1 understand that about 70 per cent of the population of the Madias 
Premdeney affected by giam rationing aie food pioducers, and are hkely to 
receive <i ration of 1 lb per licad, the leiuuiiiiiig IJO jjor cent being regarded as 
Jion-produceis and will receive less Now, Sir, I must emphasise 
that this 30 per cent include a class known as heavy inaiuial 
l.iboiir, a large jiroportion of whom work on plantations m all weathers; and the 
proposed distinetion between the food growci, which presumably includes liis 
food producing iigriciiltiiral labour, and the non-giowei, is purely artificial and 
unrciisoiiuble Under these piojxisals a Inliourer working for a food grower will 
receive a giaiii ration of 1 lb but if lie then wniks on a plantation, whieh very 
frequently occurs, he will get less, which is absurd T submit. Sir, that nothing 
less than a ration of to IJ lbs of grain per head is adequate for plantation 
labour, winch carries out exhausting work for 10 months in the year Non¬ 
working adults should receive a ration of 13 o/s per head, ozs for children 
under 12 years 

The Governments of Travancore and Cochin recognised in 1944 that planta¬ 
tion labour should receive 1^ times the ordinar\ lation; and the rates I have 
just quoted were laid down and supplied Sir, I must emphasise the grave con¬ 
sequences of anv reduction in these rations Plantation labour in the Madras 
Presidencv has hitherto received preferential treatment, based on the same 
scales as those adopted in Travancore and Cochin; and any decrease in the food 
supply for plantation labour will have verv serious repercussions on the industry. 

I trust, therefore, Sir, that the Central Government will not fail to recommend 
to the Madras Government that plantation labour should continue to receive 
preferential treatment, and that food-stuffs will be made available for tnis 
purpose 

We should like, Sir, an earlv statement on the proposals to reduce rations; 
to what extent rations are likely to be reduced. 
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In coacluBion, Sir, 1 should like to emphasise the necessity for couoluding 
the Food Debate as soon as possible so that the recommendations of the House 
may be made clear to His Majesty’s Government and to the Food Control at 
Washington. 

Sir Phetoie Kharegat (Secretary, Agriculture Department) It has been 
mentioned by many speakers in the House that the statement of policy vrhich 
was issued the other day refers only to plans, proposals and projects, but does 
not indicate the action taken It is for that reason that I am getting up now in 
order to place the facts before the House as to what has been done and is being 
done m connection with the Grow More Food Campaign. 

As Mr Lavrson pointed out, the first and most important prerequisite for 
increased production is an assurance of a remunerativeTprice This has now been 
accepted by the Government The next step that has to be taken is to arrange 
to provide the necessary facilities, goods and services which are required by the 
cultivators in order to increase their production In pursuance of their determi¬ 
nation to do this 1 may mention that the Government of India have given loans 
amounting to Bs 4*94 crores, that is, nearly Bs 6 crores and grants amounting 
to Bs 44 crores supplemented by similar grants on a 50/50 basis by the pro¬ 
vinces It 16 estimated that when these works for which the grants have been 
given mature, it will result in an increase of something like 2 million tons of food 
in a year Let me go into n little more detail about these grants 

[At this stage Mr Piesidcnt vacated the Chair which was then occupied by 
Mr K (3 Neogy (one of the Panel of Chau*men)] 

The greatest need of the country is m respect of water, an assured supply of 
water is necessary to safeguard against famine Accordingly the Central Gov¬ 
ernment ]ia>e given loans amounting to Bs 62 lakhs and grants of Bs 145 Iftlchs, 
for emergency and mmoi irrigation works These grants provide for the con¬ 
struction of 84,500 wells, 4,500 tanks, 7,700 other minor works, in addition to 
repairs to 4,600 wells anil 2,000 old tanks It is expected that when these works 
are completed they will .uld something like 700,000 tons of foodgrams per year 
to the annual production 

Then, Sir, grants have been givcu for land development, anti-erosion works 
and land reclamation The loans amount to Bs 48 lakhs and the grants to 
Bs 56^ lakhs They cover an acreage of more than one and a half million acres, 
mostly in the Bombay Presidency, and they ore expected to produce 200,(XX> 
tons of extra food a year 

A reference has been made to muuuies and fertilizers, and we have been 
asked as to what has been done and what types of manures are being en¬ 
couraged Some years ago the Imperial Council of Agricultural .Besearch 
finauced a scheme for working out a suitable method of composting town refuse. 
That scheme was successful and what is colled the Hot Fermentation Process was 
discoveicd Then men were obtained from the jirovmces, one from each pro¬ 
vince, and they were trained m this new method They went back to their 
provinces and trained other men m the application of this new method. That 
method is now being ndojited ni a number of large towns and we have already 
distributed soiiicthiiig like 330,000 tons of that type of town refuse compost 
The task has not been without difficulty We came up against all kinds of 
troubles In the j^rst place some Municipalities did not like to spend money on 
this type of work Then when the compost had been made certain pei^le 
refused to take it In certain other eases people were prepared to take it but 
they had not the necessary transport, so we have gone further and arranged for 
the necessary transport, and the necessary demonstrations, and now we have 
succeeded in getting these used on a large scale near towns. 

Then there is manure available from oil cakes. These have been taken under 
control and are distributed either for cattle feed or as manure, and the amount 
so distributed is 262,000 tons 
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Then there is the question of chemical fertilizers. About 15 years ago not a 
single ton was used m this country. Thanks to the efforts of Imperial 
3 p- M. (jhemicals just before the war we were usmg somethmg like 100,000 
tons. More could not be used because the prices of foodgrams were so low that 
it was entirely uneconomic to use fertilizers for the purpose. But ever since 
prices have gone up, we have tried to obtain fertilizers The cultivators are only 
too willing to use them but our difficulty has been that we could not get them. 
Last year with great difficulty we were able to secure 70,000 tons, but I am glad 
to be able to say that for this year, that is, for the year 1945-46, we have been 
allocated 154,000 tons. But let me make it clear that it is not enough merely 
to obtain these fertilizers or to distribute these fertilizers The work has to be 
done with care, because ifathese fertilizers are used m too large a quantity or 
without adequate mixture with lime or organic manure, they may do more harm 
than good, and therefore it is necessary to arrange that when these fertilizers 
are distributed, the cultivators should at the same time be taught how to use 
them, when to use them and where to use them. So that work has to be tackled 
at the same time. 

Next, 1 come to the question of seed. For the niultiphcation and distribu¬ 
tion of improved seed, loans have been given to the extent of Its 253 lakhs, that 
is, 2^ ciores, ami grants of Its 87 l.ikhs These are exjiected to produce 7ti0,0tX) 
tons of extra foodgrams per year A question was asked the other day as to 
what area at present is under unproved varieties We have not got the exact 
figures but for one province we know what the result is. The Director of Agri¬ 
culture, Madr-’f, has informed me that in respect of nee onc-third of then: acre¬ 
age is already undci improved varieties and by next year he expe'ets that two- 
thirds of the acreage will be under improved varieties Possibly in other pro¬ 
vinces the progress is not so satisfactory but considerable progress is being and 
has been made in this direction 

A reference has been made to tractors The position. Sir, is very unfortun¬ 
ate In 1944, or was it in 1943, we had asked for 88 tractors We have only 
just received those 88, and we have received the tractors without ploughs so 
that we are not able to use them In 1945 we asked for 1,700 odd tractors, not 
one of them has been received so far. Naturally the work is held up Ultimate¬ 
ly we have sent our Agricultural Production Adviser to the United States and 
to the United Kingdom and he has now secured promises of about 800 to 900 
tractors which we hope to get before the close of the year 

SJt. N. y. CMgU: Meanwhile famine has come 

Sir Fherose Kharegat: Yes, it has. 

Another direction in which work has been taken up is the conversion of the 
acreage under cotton to food crops The acreage under cotton in the period j'ust 
before the war was 24 million acres Last year it had dropped to 15 million 
acres That is, there has been a decrease of 9 million acres under cotton,' which 
has gone over to food crops 

Now, Sir, my friend Sir Cowasjee Jehangir said the other day that our 
statistics are not reliable I admit that the figures in respect' of Bengal and the 
permanently settled areas are distinctly unreliable But in the temporarily 
settled areas I make bold to say that our acreage figures are the best in the 
world There is no coun^ in the world which has got more pccurate statistics 
of acreage than we have in our temporarily settled areas and the cotton area to 
which reference has been made is all in tbe temporarily settled areas. So there 
can be no mistake about this particular figure that I have mentioned. 

As regards the permanently settled areas we have encouraged Orissa to 
adopt the system that has been prevailing elsewhere and we have given them 
nearly six lakhs of rupees for the purpose Behar has also decided to introduce 
the same system for collecting their acreage statistics. The only province that 
is still lagging behind is Beng^ 

Then as regards yield statistics I must admit that our figures are unreliable. 
In order to ascertain more correct statistics we have spent something like 5 lakhs 
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m order to evolve a system o! ascertaining correct yields by the random sampling 
method. We tried this out last vear or the year before last m one province, that 
IS the Punjab, and we found that tlie two figures, that is the offieial figures and 
the figures arrived .d. by the new method differed by 3 per cent Last year wo 
found that our figures were 7 per cent above the Punjab figures but 16 per jent 
below those of the T’niled Pnivinees showing that the U P have been over¬ 
estimating their yields 'I’lio s^stem has now' been accepted by all these pro¬ 
vinces and it will be introduced ns an ordinary routine measure before long 

Now, Sir. whatever defects there may be m our figures of yield, there con be 
no doubt that from the increased acreage our yields must have increased by at 
least 14 to two million tons during the past tw'o years The question will 
naturally be asked “Where is it’” The answ'er, Sir, is obvious H has been 
eaten Let us not forget that in these three years while w'e have been increasing 
the production the population has also increased by something like 16 million 
people They have been fed and from where were they fed except from this 
increased production’ There is another item In many parts of tho country 
people have been living on starvation diet Possibly some of them, particularly 
in tho Eastern regions have been eating a little more instead of living on gram 
and barley water ns they used to do They have been eating a little grain. 
Is that to be grudged to them? Why should they not eat these’ And so as 
all our increased pi^uction has gone to feed the people, T do not think that any 
complaint can be made on that score 

Tho Hoiioui;able the Leader of the Opposition referred the other day to what 
has been achieved m tho United Kingdom Their achievements are great 
they are wonderful But let it not be forgotten that when they started only 11 
per cent of the area of the country was under cultivation They have within 
four venrs increased it to 20 per cent But where did w'e start’ Our cultiva¬ 
tors were alreadv cultivating 36 per cent of the land and they have increased 
it to 39 per ceiil This, Sir, is not an achievement of which our cultivators 
need be ashamed T do not mean to say, for one moment, that we have done 
all that we should have done We have I 0 do ten-fold of what wo have already 
achieved 

An Honourable ICeznber: A hundred-fold 

Sir Pbeioie Kharegat: May be a hundred-fold I am not prepared to 
argue on that but at least we have to do a great deal more than what we have 
done That is the long lerin policy which we will have to attend to 

But let me divert for one moment to the present situation It is true w'e 
are faced by famine Tt may be that the peril may be averted in various w.iys 
We have alreadv suggested to the provinces concerned various measures which 
they can and should adopt as palliatives They cannot prevent hardship but 
something can be done Those measures include items such as the growing of 
catch crops There arc ci-rtaiii small millets which mature within three months 
They may not be very palatable but at least thev will stave off hunger and starva¬ 
tion We ha\c suggested tb.it 1, lift ha W'ells shoubl be dug and sweet potatoes 
and other tuberous crops should be growm, so that the people may have at least 
something to oat The s.imc wells, can be used for tho growing of vegetables. 
Vegetables pioduce sometimes ten times as much as cereals Though they 
cannot ontiioU l■(;^llacc them, to a ceitain extent they will moot the situation 
We have also nddiesscd the military authorities in connection with the vegetable 
schemes that thci lin>e luen running for the past few years for supply to the 
military and we have asked th.it these schemes should be continued so that they 
rrvav be useful for feeding the cn il population 

I may divert for one moment to refer to the question of vegetable seeds 
When the war started, every ounce of seed of what ore called the European types 
of vegetables was imported into this country During the war we found that we 
could not get those imports and we hove built up this industry in three short 
years in Kashmir and in Quetta with the result that today we are in a position 
to supply the needs of the whole of India. Not only that we are in a position 
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fo export oiir vegetable seeds to other countries The quality certainly needs 
to be improved and that is being attended to But the achievement is one of 
w Inch we can well be proud 

Then I come to the question of fruits Quick-growing fruits have not e‘>caped 
our attention Provinces have been urged to go in for banana^t* pineapple>;, 
p.ipayns and fruits of that kind We have given grants to provinces for the 
purpose, and we expect that 11,0(K) more acres will be put undei this tvpe o^ 
fmidcrops, producing something like 1<K),000 tons of extra fniit per year 

A great deal has been said about fish, and here F would like to pl.ice before 
the House the difficulties that we have encountered 1 too had thought in the 
beginning when we started, that all we had to do was to go to the sea or to the 
rivers and to catch the •fish—they were just waiting there to be caught and 
biought in We appiouehed the fisbermen, they turned round on us and saiil 
“Where are the boats?” So we hud to start building boats for them Having 
got the boats, they said “Where an the nets^>” We us>ked “CJannot .^ou 
make the nets^*” Then they said “(rive us twine” and so we went to the 
mills and got them to make the tvpe of twine that was lequired and supplied 
them Then they said “We want hooks” and so we h.id hooks made in the 
country They were used exactly foi one day and the fisheiinen came buck 
and said “Your hooks are no use to us thej' just give wav under the strain ”■ 
So we had to arrange for hooks to be imported I am jiisl mentioning all tins 
to show’ that things in actu il working are not so easy as they seem (o be before 
you actually start working Nevertheless we have made some progress m this 
dimction, and mv information is that, particularly m eonneetion with fish from 
inland wateis, wo are hoping to get m the course of the next* vear something 
like 4.'5,0f)0 tons of extra fish In respect of marine fisheries, the position is a 
little more difficult Wo are already getting a large quantity of fish, but as 
some of you might have read in the pajiers the other dav, fish had to be thrown 
back into the sen because of difficulties of transport, on nceount of lack of ice, 
airangernents are being made to oveicome these difficulties We have arranged 
to take over a eertain number of ice factories and eoltl stores In course of 
time that difficulty will bo solved, but m the meantime oil we have to fall back 
upon IS the crude old system of drying and salting That certainly needs to be 
improved, but in the meantime the position is that we catch the fish, we dry 
and salt it and then we export it to other countries because the people m this 
country do not like and will not normally eat that type of fish 

One of our greatest difficulties m all our work has been the lack of trained 
staff It IS not enough merely to appoint staff, the staff must be fully and 
properly trained If they are to guide the agriculturist, they must have the 
knowledge and be able to give the necessary guidance Most of the provinces 
have arranged for the training of their subordinate staff, perhaps not in adequate 
numbers, but to a very large extent that is being done Our difficulty is to 
find men who will give the training, special men who will occupy the key 
posts and arrange for all this work That is where w’e are most lacking We 
have tried to get experts and specialists from abioad—^from the Ignited Kingdom 
and the United States of America—^but without any success whateyer, and now 
we haye had to fall back on the expedient of selecting our own men and sending 
them abroad for training This certainly means that our present working is 
held up and we suffer in the present, but we haye to think of the future and in 
the interests of the future we have decided to take this dburse and send out 
men away for six months to a year for training so that when they come back 
we may be able to proceed forward with our plans for betterment 

Dr. Sir Zia TTddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Division Muham¬ 
madan Rurnll Mnv I ask in this connection one question? I understand they 
have selected or invited njiplications for scholarships for agriculture? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: Yea: we have invited applications for agriculture* 
last year we sent one himdred students for agricultural training This year also 
we propose to send between 75 to 100 extra students. 
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as rennaU the long term plan, the first requisite to mv ,ni„d J, ♦ 
maVe the ueci^sary sur^e^. T know that the uord -s„ne^s• is aaathe * Jo 
many people; hut you cannot have pJnnniiifj without surveys. Unt,I you make 
survey of the area you cannot know what is needed und where it is needed It 
18 essential to carry out the^e preUminar}’ inquiries and find out whnt has got 
to be done, where it has pot to be done Once that is done, we will be in a 
better position to pet on with our plans and make propress with all our develop¬ 
ment schemes 


I have not the slightest hesitation in saying w'hat T said more than a year 
ago, that if the necessary facilities goods and services are made available to 
the agriculturists of India, thev will jirodiicc more tlian enough food than is 
required for the present population they will produce enough food to keep 60 
per cent more than the existing population at the recognised standard rates 
laid down by nutrition workers But the agriculturist must be given the 
necessary assistance TTo must be provided with the requisite facilities in 
the shape of water or drainage or anti-erosion works where they are required 
Ho must be given the necessary goods in the shajic of manure and seed and 
implements Tie must be given the necessary services, expert and technical 
guidance as to what is to do and how he has to do it 

Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab Muhammadan) Have you 
given him all these things? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: Wc arc trying our best to give him all these things; 
and as soon as We can arrange we will give them more than wiiat we have done 
I have already mentioned whnt has been done in the past few’ vears and we 
propose to do a great deal more ns soon as we possibly can 

In making this statement that we shall provide all the food that is required, 
perhaps I should make one exception, and that is in connection w’lth milk 
That we cannot do in the short term period It is a long term problem because 
cattle take such a long time to mature it may mean to a certain extent we can 
increase the milk production by 30 per cent or 40 per cent ; but we cannot 
increase it straightaway by 300 per cent, which is our requirement That 
will bo a 20-ycar business, when wc have evolved by careful selection a better 
breed of animals, which will produce two or three tunes the milk of the present 
animals 

Before T conclude, T would like to repeat one points and that is, that the 
key stone of our whole policy depends on the assurance of a remunerative price 
for the cultivator It is on this that the whole of our foundation for future 
development is made and provided the necessary facilities, the goods and the 
services, are made available and we work hand in hand with a view to help the 
agriculturists, I have no doubt whatever that we will be able to achieve great 
results in the future 

Hr. Muhammad Naumaa (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan): Mr Chairman, Sir, the debate <mi the food situation has become a 
permanent feature of this House during the last few years but the tragedy is 
that in spite of all that is said and done by the Government officials, no satis¬ 
factory situation ever existed and all the Members in the House, including 
perhaps Honourably Sir J P Snvastava himself, do feel that conditions are 
not as satisfactory as they ought to be That is the most unfortunate feature 
of it The reasons mav be many, it may be due to failure of the monsoon 
sometimes; it may be due to some other factors but the result is that w’e arc 
alwa,ys in a position which cannot be considered to be satisfactory by any 
one‘in the country. 


The Secretary in charge of the Food Department has made a speech explain¬ 
ing the various aspects cd this question He has begun with a basic plan and 
he has tried to tell us the difficulties of being able to put in practice the basic 
plan The main difficulty he has stressed is that of procuring real statistics of 
the agricultural produce in this country but be has not referr^ to the damages 
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,M)il loss during the storage of the procured food grains by the Department Not 
.1 word has been uttered about it by the Government spokesman I know that 
in many parts, including Calcutta and Patna ijundreds of bags of wheat dour 
were thrown out and many more bags were given away by way of rations 
although it was not fit for human consumption He should have said something 
about It but he did not mention anything as the report will expose them 
thoroughly 

As regards statistics, his remarks only show the bankruptcy of the entire 
Government administration The Secretary says they have not got statistics 
for provinces which are permanently settled areas such as Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa I am closely acquainted with all these three provinces They have 
got a village note in every province jirepared during the survey ndmini<fitration 
This IS subject to revision every ten years What has happened to those Provih- 
oial Governments? Why do they not give the average produce eetimote in those 
areas? {An Honourable Member on the Oovemment Benches. “They are 
out of dato" ) They mav be out of date but you cannot say* that no statistics 
are available Strictly speaking, even if you procure the stafistics this year, 
they will not be reliable next vear 

Then, Sir. there are other areas whir*h are not permanently settled areas 
like the U P , the Piinjob You mii-t have got up-to-date reports about the 
production in those parts as they are prepared by the Patwari every two or 
three years and those reports should have been available ns they form the basis 
of the taxation on land m those provinces To say that no report whatever is 
available is a thing which no reasonable person can accept 

The Food Secretary has referred to the monopoly scheme 'which he now 
proposes to introduce in niy province of Bihar I do not know Ww it has 
worked in the other provinces but the danger is that they will do it in the 
same bureaucratic fashion ns they have been used to do all these years They 
have not been able to get the co-operation or the support of the leaders of 
jniblic opinion, because they have a knack of doing everything in the bureaucratic 
fashion which turns everything into a tyranny and does not benefit the people 
If you want to work the procurement plan in the three provinces in which you 
have included Bihar, you must try to have the support of the non-official sec¬ 
tions whose support and whose advice would take away the tyranny of officialdo^n 
and burenuernev which you have been used to If you give the procurement 
and theTnonopoly to be arranged by the police, the police only know the methods 
to which they have been trained for That is the only thing which has got to 
be borne in mind when this is brought into existence in my province of Bihar 

About the Grow More Food campaign the Honourable Secretary was not 
very clear in giving the details to this House in his speech The last speaker 
Sir Fhiroze Kharegat gave a more real picture of the whole arrangement 
Figures have been quoted of the subsidies, contnbutions and loans amounting to 
nearly 4 crores of rupees for this purpose The position is that for securing 
these 4 crores a like amount must have been spent by the landowners in giving 
away bribes to the officials who wore responsible for sanctioning and distributing 
this money In Bihar if one applied for aij irrigation scheme of Rs 10,000, 
half the amount would have to be given to the overseer and the other officials 
who are responsible for sanctioning the money 

The Honoinable Sir Jwala Prasad Sriysstava (Food Member)* You should 
have reported the matter. • 

Mr. Muhammad Nanmao: I know that many of the landholders did it I 
know we cannot help it I am now reporting it to the public through this 
House. Although the amount provided, namely, 4 crores is a meagre amount, 
compared with what is needed, the scheme is certainly a good one and it wo^d 
have given some relief but for the mal-adimnistration and the mal-distributiop 
of the whole fund at the hands of these small officials; this has been of not 
much use Supposing I apply for an irrigation scheme of Bs 10,000, if I do 
not bribe the overseer and the officials concerned they will say that the scheme 
was not good anough and they will say 'Rupees one thousand will serve the 
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pur^se ’ For securing a subsidy of Bs 6,000 from Government you have to 
spend 2,500 m the way of bribes 1 do not propose that the whole amount 
should be provided by the Government as Babii Bam Narayan Singh said, and 
1 am prepared to say that half the money should be subscribed by the Innd- 
holders or tenure holders who will have a permanent advantage of the produce 
but at the same time every effort should be made to see that this is done m a 
way in which a responsible government would do it That is the only thing 
which 1 ivaiit to impress on the Government Your intention may be good and 
except for a few officials, the way in which thib has been done it, such that 
people have not been able to tahe full advantage of the facilities 1 trust th‘it 
the Government will seriously consider this position and eliminate corrupt 
practices from this department 

Now, 1 would like to say a tew words, about the manures and their distii- 
bution This should be done through an organisation of the tenure holdeis 
and l.indluids m every inoviuce, otherwise the whole position is reduced to this 
A certain particuLir individual ib able to get a recommendation from the Suh- 
Inspoctor of Police or bonio such othei person that he may be supplied with 
inaiimos although his may be u very bUiall holding In some caseb m.imiii- 
was sold 111 the black rnnikct, w'hich was veiy unfortunate, but these lliiiigh 
cannot be avoided unless jou have the co-operation of the people who aie 
eng.igcil 111 these vocations of life An organisation of these people would he 
the host channel through whom jou have to distribute manure ni India 

Then, with legurd to price control The Honourable Secretary 1ms said that 
he IS truiig to keep price control over all major food grains Jjttter on, he 
said that tins was not possible about nee because prices of iice vaiied m 
diffcieiit areas so much that it was not possible to tlx it on an All-lndi.i juice 
basis The point is whether there has been u ical controlled rate at which 
those stocks have been sold 1 know that m all those areas where tlu* eoii- 
trolled Hite h.ipjieiied to be about Bs 11 or Bs 12 the rice has been so'd iii 
Bs 10 or Bs. 17 in the open market As I said earlier, what you get through 
rations is not sometimes fit for normal consumption of human beings ILow 
the> am procured—either through contractors or through Government ugciiov— 
has not heeii clearly elucidated by tho Secretary of the Department What I 
.want to impress is that some scheme should be brought in to sec that tin 
food grams is examined before it is to be rationed If the procurement scheme 
is to be put on more solid lines, it is equally necessary that effoits should he 
made to see that nobody sel's in the black market those commodities v\hich 
have been loiitrolled and for which statutory prices have been hxed The 
trouble is of neighbouring markets m villi^eB Patna is a town wdicre you have 
got latiomng and there at certain rates nee is available It may he Its 12 
or Bs 13 per iiiaund But if you just go ten miles away from Patim wheie 
there is no latiomng and where there is only jmper control, m those villages 
rice IS being sold sometimes at Bs 16 or Bs 18 per maund No attempt has 
been made to see that people do not mdulge m that sort of black marketing 
The Honourable Secretary has said that the tenants are not giving out the 
entire stock in the market because of the high prices They have realised in 
last 3 years and they have better holding capacity today than they had m 
the pre-w'ar d.ivs and that may be true 

Another aspi < t of the matter that I wish to impress upon him is this 
Governinent has to buy at certam statutory rates, but the farmer or the tenant 
can sell Ins puHluce at his own rate at a place which is ten miles from that 
particular ratiom d area and it may be Bs. 3 or Bs 4 more than what is being 
paid by the Government Un’ess Government finds out a scheme through the 
‘monopoly purchase system by which every tenant is left out only with that 
much gram w’hieh is necessary for his seed purposes and for his family con¬ 
sumption, this kind of black-marketing cannot be stopped And I would like 
to impress upon the Food Member and the Beoretary that they should try to 
work out a scheme on these lines. When from a particular town where the 



MOTION re FOOD SITUATION 386 

rationing scheme is being earned on the pnoes do not soar up to anything like 
what I have mentioned, then the farmers would have to sell to the Govern* 
•iuent for rationing purposes That has been my expenence in the districts 
of Patna and Gaya and in the villages near Calcutta as well That is one fact 
which has got to be very seriously considered I need not dwell more on the 
<juestion of the Government depots because unless effort is made to improve 
tiie condition of those depots and keep food grains in a condition where it 
will be possible for Governineiit to keep foodgrains m fit condition, then it 
means that the rationing scheme, instead of doing any good to the country, 
will be ultimately harmful to the people’s health because you wiU be compelling 
a man fo cat a deteriorated staff which is not fit for human consumption 

Bai Bahadur Devendia Mohan Bhattachaiyya (Nominated Non-Official) 
Mr President, with >our *permis8ion, Sir, 1 begin by saying that I am quite 
new to this House From what I have seen of the working of the House 
dining the few days that I have been here, 1 feel, Sir, that we, the Members 
of the House, have probably got into a habit of c>ondemning or censuring the 
Government foi an;^lhmg that is said or iitteied by the Govermnont Sir, 1 
am tempted to go further and say that w*, the Members of this House, 
probably view with suspicion and distiust anything that is done or undertaken 
by the Government for running the administration 1 may submit. Sir, that 
if wo proceed in our deliberations with this spirit behind us, our decisions 
might not be us fair and as reasonable us they should be May I, therefore, 
request my Honourable friends through you. Sir, to avoid censure motions as 
far as practicable and thereby create a friendly atmosphere wherein w'e may 
meet and discuss in a spirit of cordiality and arrive at decisions which will 
really benefit the people at large 

StI Vankatasnbba Beddiai : I rise on a point of order, Sir Is the Honour¬ 
able Member talking on food? 

Mr. Ohairmaa: The Honourable Member is making a maiden speech and T 
am awaiting to see whether he makes hiinself relevant to the motion 

Bai Bahadur Devandra Moban Bbattactaarya: I am coming to the point, 
Sir, and say that the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Dr Sir Ziu Uddin 
Ahmed for the abolition of the Department of Food is not at all reasonable. I 
find no grounds for accepting this amendment especially in view' of the dismal 
picture of the food situation that has been given by some of the Honourable 
Members of this House The urgency of the Food Department is all the 
greater at the present moment, but. Sir, not in the shape or in the tana in 
which it exists now? I believe. Sir, that this department should be reorga¬ 
nised and worked out in a way which may well suit the needs of the people 

for whom the department is intended I agree with my Honourable friend Sir 
Ziu Uddin when he says that there are eoiruptions and malpractices in the 
department. I have no idea of the working at the top but I know some 

officers at the bottom as 1 hail from a rural area These officers at the bottom 

me out m villages not to serve but to rob the villagers of the small they have 
If the department wants to be useful to the people, the officers at the top 
must see that officers at the bottom are honest and sincere. These officers 
at the bottom should also be impressed that they are the servants and not the 
masters of the public who are their paymasters, and that they should behave 
towards tfie public with civility and courtesy and with every desire to help 
rather than to obstruct. Sir, the necessity for cultivating • such an attitude 
should form part of a training course specially for those whose duties are likely 
to bring them into daily contact with the public 

Then again. Sir, T feel that the controlled prices of foodstuffs now pre¬ 
vailing in &e country are not such as to be within the easy reach of the 
majiNity of the population. We may remember that even during pre-war days 
when the market was normal many of our people had to go without a square 
meal although the price of rice used to vary between Bs 8 and Bs. 4 per 
maund. I would therefore submit. Sir, that our first duty should be to devise 
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ways and means by which we can reduce the prices of common foodstuffs 
such us nee, wheat, pulses, ete , and that, 1 thiuk. we can do by givin'^ 
subsidies to the growers of food which will make the Grow More Food campaign 
a real and a living thing I am confident. Sir, that this granting of subsidies 
to the growers of food is the only effective means by which we can easily 
lower the prices of foodstuffs without causing any hardships to the growers of 
food. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the amendment of the Honourable Dr Sir 
Zia Uddin Ahmed for abolition of the Food Department. 

8x1 B. Yenkatasubba Beddiar: Sir, only the other day the War Secretary 
was telling us that India had emerged glonous from the war and the Leader 
of the House has been telling us that India has obtained a very great status 
In the debate on the Bretton Woods Conference the Finance Member said that 
India has attained a status that liussia did not want and that she had occupied 
a place and the right to appoint one of the five temporary executive directora 
on that body m the Fund and the International Bank. But of what use la 
all this if we are not able to get what we want in order to live in this country 
and feed ourselves, if we are not able to get food from places where all these 
are being done, where the UNO is going to function, where one of our 
Honourable Members there, is said to occupy a position in the social and 
economic society of the UNO.? If m these institutions the position held 
by India is what she is alleged to have and stiU Sir Robert Hutchings had to 
leturn from there without getting an\thing for which he went, all these poRi> 
tions are not going to get us anything T am doubtful whether the deputation 
which will go soon will be able to get anything for us The question is that 
immediately and within a few weeks we must tackle this problem of food 
The urgency of the problem is not reahsed seriously by Government When 
all the Governments which were fighting during the war all these years were- 
able to save their people from death and starvation this Government never 
cared, either in the pre-war days or in the days when war a as coming on in 
this country, that the people should be fed and saved from the ravages of star¬ 
vation People died from starvation only in this country in the progress of 
war and after the war has stopped people are going to die a^so This Gov¬ 
ernment IS not in a position to prevent it 

Much has been said as to what should be done with reference to the foorl 
position in this country India has always been a deficit country in food 
It has always been imported Even in the pre-war days the authorities suid 
that more than 75 per cent of our population was not getting even one square 
meal a day, the people were always starving, and only a small percentage of 
the population was able to get a full meal But did Government, either before 
the war or after it started, think of providing sufficient foodstuffs that would 
be needed for the people of this country? When this country was entangled 
into the war they knew that all imports from outside would stop and this- 
country would not have the means of feeding itself All this Government knew 
but they wore not able to act Other Governments which were actuaUy m the 
war had planned in advance and they had planned wisely The leader of our 
party has told us how England had made preparations for feeding its people 
and how the people there have been well fed even during the war.- I ask the 
Secretary of the Food Department whether he has made any inquiries of the 
buffer stocks which Britain has today She is also competing with other 
nations in making demands on the Food Board I should like to know if the 
Secretary of the Food Department has made any inquiries as to the amount 
of buffer stock in foodgrains and food articles which England has. "It is » 
TOrry tale . The statement was made by the Secretary the other day that they 
were not able to get lakhs of tons iar India 

I now come to the southern part of India So far as Madras is concerned 
it is always a deficit province This year with regard to certain districts, 
Tfonjore and the southern part of Madras, Godavari and Kistna districts in 
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the Northern parts of Madras which are all delta districts and said to be the 
granaries of southern India, the Tanjore district has suffered because there 
were no rains and sufficient water could not be supplied from Mettur dam, 
and the northern districts of Kistna and Godavari were affected m the middle 
of October by very serious cyclone and rains. The crops which were on the 
land have been affected Instead of being surplus districts they, now them¬ 
selves require food to be sent from other districts The other districts in that 
presidency are ram-fed, they are aM deficit. But somehow or other some dis¬ 
tricts which ought to have been classified as deficit have by a miscalculation 
been classed as surplus districts The district from which I happen to come, 
viz , South Arcot, is a deficit district Of the eight talukas m that district 
only one is fed by a regular irrigation system and it is more or less part of 
the Tanjore district ThesS taluks are all rain-fed; they depend mainly on 
rains The wet area in each tahiq is verv small compared to the entire area 
of the district, and paddy could not be raised with confidence or with success 
on dry lands with no facilities for irrigation 

(Some Honourable Members were talking between themselves ) 

Mr. Ohairman: Order, order 

Sri B. VenJeataanbha Beddiar: Sir, mv district 1ms been classified as surplus 
It is a misnomer it has always been a deficit area Rice from some other 
parts comes m to the market, but li is a deficit district 

So far as the present position is concerned, we have been receiving telegrams 
and letters from southern-most parts of our Presidency The other day one 
of our co-members has received a telegram from his place Srivaikuntam It 
runs as foRows 

“Whole of Tnehendur ialuq many villages Snvikuntam taluq starving cases of few 
deaths reported present one-fourth ration stop even that will be unavailable next week 
situation worsening emergent relief needed *’ 

There is another telegram which reads thus 

“Many starve on fourth ration only allowed some go even without that “ 

Telegrams and letters to that effect have been pouring m from the Ceded 
districts, Chittoor district, and Cuddappa distnct Gram is not available. 
What IS available has been taken aw'ay by the department under this mtensivc 
system of procuring during the last three or four months, and people in the 
villages are starving People who grow the crops are starving because crops 
have failed and they are not able to live on what they have now harvested 
(It being Four of the Clock.) 

Mr. Ohairman: Order, order. The Honourable Member may perhaps resume 
his speech on the next day when the motion comes on The House will now 
take up the adjournment motion. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 
India’s Quota of Reparations from Germany and Japan 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I move 
“That the Anembly do now adjourn ” 

I want to discuss a matter of definite urgent public importance, namely, 
the quantum of reparations legitimately due from Germany and Japan to India, 
and the failure of the Government of India to get the proper quota by consent¬ 
ing to a very low figure out of all proportion to its sacrifices 

Sir, at the outset I would like to make it quite clear to this House and 
to the world at large that I do not want reparations from anybody personally, 
and my Party is wedded to this principle that a man, or a country, who has 
been forced much against its wiU by some exploiter—and in Germany and 
Japan, the Governments were responsible, not the people who were draRged 
into the war against their will—ought not to be taxed. It is immoral. They 
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have already had retribution, their houses have been damaged; 

their cities have been crushed, they have suffered as much as 
any other country which has been ravaged by Hitler on one side and those 
persons who are responsible for the Government in Japan I, therefore, do 
think personally that it is not at all right to claim any reparations from these 
countries They are as much in need of reconstructions Their buildings have 
been lost, their cities have been ravaged, their families have gone to ruin, 
they have to be rehabihtated But I find. Sir, unfortunately that is not the 
opinion that is shared by the so-called progressive nations in this world 
llussia on the Eastern side has already taken a share for herself in Germany 
The Eastern Zone has been already swallowed up ^ The other two portions 
have been divided between the two other great democracies in the world— 
England and the United States Now, T am the third or the fourth power 
which went as a tail and which suffered most We were dragged into the war 
although we had nothing to lose God has placed India in such a position 
in the world that neither Germany nor Japan could reach it so easily. The first 
onslaught was delivered on Poland, then Holland and Belgium and then 
England was threatened President Boosevelt of the great democracy of the 
'^^est—America—thought that England was its first line of defence and if 
England should be lost, America would he in danger Therefore he went into 
the war India has no ambitions in the norld, no territory to lose, and is 
safely in the centre of the world and could not be reached by either German 
or Japan mechanizations But India was dragged into the war and its resources 
have been utilized to the full to liring the war to a victorious end In the 
deserts of North Africa, the pure h’ood of India was shod For a long time it 
was not possible to say whether the Axis could be defeated at all India was 
responsible for changing the situation, and the largest number of Victoria 
Crosses have been given to the persons who went from India, who shed their 
blood in the northern portion of the African continent. 

Sir, when I find that these three big powers arc sharing all the spoils 
amongst themselves, I am also trymg to understand as to why I shou'd not 
get a share from the spoils That lo in\ only justification and I would like 
that this House should now see whether the Indian Government and the Set ro¬ 
tary of State who is responsible for this administiation hove played tho’r part 
at all wel’ Bussia has taken away 50 per cent of all that could he got from 
Germany, Barring what is necessary for the dn> to day administration in 
Germany and its current needs, the rest is being taken away either by Russia 
or by the United States of America, England, Fiance or any of the other coim- 
tnes Out of all tins 60 per cent is taken bv Russia It has kept the 
Eastern Zone and has also claimed 26 per cent of all the capital goods that 
are available, uU the assets that are lying m any of the neutral countries and 
also products that may he surplus year after year until the year 1948 That 
is the arrangement She w.is not even a party to a conference that was held 
at pans—18 nations assembled and India was also represented—to divide w'hat? 
not hundred per cent out of which shares may be given to various parties 
that took part in this wai or who suffered damage or shed their blood, but 
Russia kept aloof because it already swallowed up 60 per cent of it—a major 
slice The balance of 60 per cent alone was divided amongst otlier coun¬ 
tries In so dividing the United States of America got 28 per cent., England 
got 28 per cent, France got 16 per cent, and we got 2 per cent We are 
the 10th in the list, though we fought side by side with the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America We were second in the battlefield, but we 
are the ninth or tenth in the matter of reparation; our sacrifices are second 
in the world, our rewards have been thrown into the background That is 
the position which India has been shown. Mv Honourable Mend, Sir Azizul 
Huque, who has now come to repiv to this debate, knows as little about this 
Conference as I know. He did not go there. He never thought it was his 
duty. He thought it was hia duty to gather all his force here, send men and 
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try to turn every ini'l for the production of war goods, but %’IieM the bigger 
powers were sharing the spoils this man kept muni That is the way that 
man behaves It is to censure him He deserves all the bl.niie Did he 
submit a memorandum of what is due tfk us^ France claimed 20,0(X> milhnn 
dollars as damages in volumes that ran into over a thousand pages Was any 
incmorandum submitted by India? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir X. Axixul Huque (('nminerce Memhoi) Cert.imiyl 

Sri H. Ananthaeayanam Ayyangar: For what? Ju^t two louse sheets of 
paper claiming £60 million' Whereas France cluinied 20,(MM) niilhon dollars, 
the United States 6,(XX) mil'ion dollars, the United Kingdom 99,000 million 
dollars, but only £60 million claimed by India He sent a .foint Secretary of 
his Department to the repj^rations conference But the Secretary did not stay 
there long He had to be called away Another gentleman, Mr B K Nehru 
had also been sent with the Joint Secretary He also came away One came 
away before starting the conference and the other man left before it ilosed 
This is the delegation which represented us at that conference 

Jjet us see what that conference decided and on what basis Piesident 
-Roosevelt said that the basis of (alciilatum ol leparations shall be m propor¬ 
tion to the sacrifices So far as India is concerned, the sacrifice bus been out 
of all proportion to her capacity to sacrifice But this w.is not token into 
account, though I find from the proceedings that Mr Iyengar lias done his 
best 

The Honourable Dr. Sir X. Aiixul Huque: You said he left befoie the 
Conference met 

Sri X. Anantfiuuayanam Ayyangar: At the initial stages he said .i few 
words 1 am grateful for that But you are not even doing that much Ho 
wanted to say that India had suffered more than was consistent with her capa¬ 
city to sacrifice India's annual income is only Bs 64 per lieod whereas in 
the United States it is 1,500 and in the United Kingdom 1,(X)() Slioiild we 
not assess our sacrifice at thuf? Before the war defence expenditure was 14 
crores during the war it rose to 3.50 crores a year What about the sterling 
balances? They are hanging m the balance Sterling balaiiecs are .ill debts 
We have paid for al' the expenditure that was incurred for w.ir pui poses in 
the United Kingdom and in this country The assessment piocecded on three 
heads (1) the budgetary expenditure (2) sacrifice of men and (3) damage to 
property So far as the budgetary expenditure is concerned, the .imounts are 
manipulated by iny friends on the other side while our men, women .md chil¬ 
dren starved—all that should have been taken into consideration Fvery field 
of activity m the country was utihsed for war purposes and evcr\ civilian 
spent 75 per cent of his time doing work for the war The other parties to 
the conference treated our man differently because his budget w'as small and 
the Secretary of State refused to co-operate In the words of Mr H K V 
Iyengar (I am reading from the Statesman —not .r veiy friendly paper to 
India) 

"ThninRhout the Conference the Indian Office kept out of it and if the delegation needed 
any inatractions it got them straight from New Delhi ” 

There, this New De'hi—we hove already had an inkling of wh.it it gave 
The Secretary of State was there and he did not give any instructions Poor 
Mr Iyengar, even before he left he had to drift for himself ij^nd the other man 
drifted away The correct amount that was spent by India for the western 
war was not given before that Conference and on that basis it was not assessed 
Apart from any pecuniary conditions, sacrifice should have been the first consi¬ 
deration Why should I fight this war? Why should I help the other coun¬ 
tries to get out of it and then be given tenth place’ Marshal Petain sflid 
let us keep our ohildren, women and men together Our population has gone 
down. During this period let us increase our population If I had been to 
the conference I would have toM him that it was .enough that he got back 
his freedom and that he ought not to ask for reparations You must pay any 
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prtce £or this freedom Czecho-slovakia and the other countries have got back 
their fioedoni Why should they have reparations also? 

Secondly so far as the assessment is concerned, they have not taken some 
other things’ into account What was exactly drawn for defence expenditure 
we do rot kuow 'I’liere are the sterling balances and the privations that we 
have undergone So far as men are concerned, it is said that on the battl^ 
Iield 9,000 people alone died I am wondering how only 9,000 cou’d have died 
out of 2 million laiaed without conscription How were raised in tie 

United Kingdom? There nas no conscription bore hor bread and butter our 
people sold tliemselves m this countrv What a large number of people have 
Sacrificed their lives’ You sav 9.000 In Bengal 3 miPion died from famine 
E\cn then so far ns the death rate is concerned that figure is not quite 
collect Poor, Mr Ivengar, could not press his case Otherwise he would 
have lost his job The third one was damage to property True it is that the 
bomb did not directly fill on this land in many places but hunger has taken 
a heavier toll My honoiirab’e lady fnend spoke to you iit length in a beauti¬ 
ful speech and show’ed you that the whole country was in the throes of 
famine or pestilence Has the atomic bomb done more harm than the ravages 
due to starvation’ Therefoie, this damage ought to have been taken into 
account And why only 2 per cent allowed for ns? It is true you are giving 
us capital goods But tho\ are such useless machinery, machinery not needed 
m the United Kingdom or in the United States I may have the High (’om- 
missioner for India sitting in Council and allocating to us some of Ibc n'd 
machinery 

Mr. qhair man; Ordei, order The Honourable Member has exhausted his 
t'lne 

Sri K. Ananthasayanam Ayyuigar: I thought there was one minute more^ 

Mr. Ohairman: Order, order Motion moved* 

"That the Aaaembly do now adjonrn " 

The HonouraUe Dr. Sir M. Aiiaul Huqne: Sir, I was feeling some hesitation 
after the clear, demonstrative and devastating logic of mv Honourable friend 
and his rigid adherance to exactitude and truth and I thought that T might w*ait 
till I heard others who are inexact and may not possess os much logic as is 
presented by my Honourable friend from that side! 

Sir, my friend m his adjournment motion did not abide by the rules and 
regulations of the House He thought probably that this might be an occasion 
not only to censure <he Government of India but Eussio, President Eoosevelt, 
the Secretary of State, almost everybody that he could think of I come as a 
very small fry and I do not think I need cover all the ground that my friend has 
covered All I can say is that those who have some regard for truth and fact 
would recognise that myself and the Department of Commerce at least for a 
year have been pressing hard on all sides and it is not a fact that we are sitting 
mum all the time 

The question of Koparations goes back to February 1946, when the heads 
of the three big powers met at Yalta The decision was arrived at there that 
reparations are to be based on the organisation of victory, on the burden of 
war and losses suffered The next stage came at Potsdam. In July a confer¬ 
ence of the heads M the three powers met and it ended in the signing of the 
Berlin Protocol, on the 1st of August 1945 and thereby the western zone of 
Germany and appropriate German external assets were left to meet the repara¬ 
tions of the U K , the United States of America and other Allied countries 
excluding the USSR and Poland. The Paris Conference was thereafter 
convened to discuss the respective reparation schemes and the data, on which 
w e were asked to base oiir reparations claim, where loss of life involved, damage 
to property through enemy action, budgetary war cost and man power allocable 
to the war Ever since this reparation question wras discussed, even before the 
Potsdam Conference was convened, we pressed very strongly that apart from 
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the basic principles enunciated, not merely physical damages but human suffer¬ 
ings arising out of the conditions of the war must be taken mto account The 
Government of India specially emphasised that in assessing the Beparations 
claims human suffering arising out of the war conditions should and must be 
taken into consideration In fact the attitude of India was that the allocation 
of reparations on a bare statistical basis of the data supplied by or called for 
from the different countries would be wholly unjust We could not forget the 
grievous loss of life in the Bengal famine My friend from the South was very 
far off. I am aware of the history We could not also lose sight of the grim time 
we and our people, especially the poorer classes, had to pass through in condi¬ 
tions of war, in our direct sacrifices and contributions, in starvation and in the 
deprivation of the essential supplies 

The Pans Conference was called from the 9th November till the 21st Decem¬ 
ber With election on and with no Legislature it was not possible for us to 
think of anybody except a strong official delegation Mr Iyengar Mr Nehru and 
Mr Badbone who is the Cust^ian of Enemy Property in India, were sent in 
the delegation with Mr Iyengar as the head I can .assure my friend that it 
was not an easy task for the delegation Most of the i ontinentnl delegates had 
never heard of the Bengal famine and ils death role, and it is a well known fact 
that India is so little known or underptof.d outside India T pay my tribute to 
Mr Iyengar, the leader of the delegation, who did not leave his place till the 
entire result was practically concluded Our delegates tried hard and my friends 
should realise more and more that international conferences are not merely the 
result of the formal discussions They arise out of private talks, negotiations, 
informal discussions and various other categories or methods whicK arc follow¬ 
ed m all international discussions 

When the Conference met on the 9th November all the countries lepreseut- 
ed thcie put forward their claims based on the totality of their efforts against 
Germany on the basis of physical damages, on the basis of tlie budgetary war 
cost, loss of life and the total of man power allocable to war effort The case of 
India was different and our delegates were fully mstiucted, and at the plenary 
confcience Mr Iyengar, the head of the delegation, gave a speech on behalf 
of India stating India’s standpoint I do not think it is necessary for me to say 
anything more as to the nature of our instructions than to read out a few extracts 
from Mr Iyengar’s speech at the Conference and I challenge my friend, at least 
if he has a conscience, to tell us as to whether we have not presented the case 
of India as best as we possibly could 

This 18 the speech. 

“But I BUggeBt that tho Conference ahould go behind theae figurea and lonaidei what 
IB the human aacrifice invoUcd in this expenditure India is one of the poorest countries 
in the «orld with an appallingly low standard of living She has, for generations, been 
iindeifed, underclothed and underhoused Whereas in economically advanced countries the 
wai has meant that luxuriea have had to be eliminated, in India it has meant that people 
who already were undernourished had still less to eat, and people already underclothed still 
less to wear In other words, while in one case it was the sacrifice, relatively speaking, of 
luxuries, in our case it has meant a sacrifice of the bareet essentials of life To take only 
one example, when we agreed to divert our supply of cloth for defence purposes it meant 
that the consumption per capita which was as low as 16 yards per year—one of the lowest 
in the world—arapped still further to 12 yards In terms, therefore, of the privation 
involved, the effort represented by any budgetary figure is vastly greater in the case of 
India than in the case of the European countries and the USA 

For instance, the per capita income in rupees of some of the conntrira represented here 
just before the war was as follows 
USA 1406 
Canada lOBa 


Australia 7BB. 
France 621 


The per cajnta income of India was only 65 rupees per year 

The third feature which is unique in the cfeae of India is the Bengal famine We have 
TMd with much sympathy aoeonnts given in the memoranda of the other countries of 

wie undei^nshmmt, and indeed of starvatioq. which has occurred in different parts of 
venture to aiig{|^ titot in no country have we witnessed during the war a 
tragedy of the colossal dimensions that we had to witness in Bengal There are no exact 
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figiireB of the deaths that occurred during the Bengal famine directly as a result of 
starvation” (/ Aope my frttnd wtli nott here at to what we smd) ‘‘but the lowMt figure^ 
which has been adopted recently by the official commission of inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India, is lA million This tra^dy could have been averted in normal tmes 
by the import of foodstuffs into India and by provision of transport, which was woefully 
snort in Bengal It was because of the necessity of building up for D-Day that the ships 
could not be diverted to India ** 

Therefore, he was on safe ground in putting forward that famine was the 
direct consequence of war 

Sir, this IS the speech It this speech was not theie, and we had not taken 
that attitude, then our share on the basis of damages to property would have 
been 0*1 per cent Our share would have been only half per cent on the basis 
of budgetary cost and it would have been 3/4 per cent on the basis of loss of 
life India’s ease was pressed very strongly and the pioposal of Indian delegates 
was that the loss of life attributable to wai both in the armed forces and the 
civilian population should be treated as an important factor in the allocation 
of reparations This was unanimously accepted by the committee of heads of all 
delegations and ultinidtoly agreed to by the eonforenee Thus, Bengal famine 
and the difficult position of India owing to the food situation was treated as an 
important factor in considciing India’s share This would not have been possible 
if our delegates had not taken that line The principle was also accepted by 
the heads of all delegations that some consideration should be shown to India in 
the allocation of repaiation for leasons contained in the speech which I ]ust now 
read out. In fact in spite of the principles having been accepted, while the 
actual allocation w'as being discussed in private ciiclcs, we gathered that it 
would probably be not more than one per cent oi thereabouts Our delegates 
made it quite cleat and very strongly piotested against any such inadequate 
figure By personal contacts and by private discussions, the Indian delegates 
pressed their case throughout and claimed .i laigcr share, and the result yvas 
two per cent us regards basic items and 2*7 per cent as regards plants and 
capital goods and equipment T might say here in this connection that later on 
it was the considered view of many delegates at the conference that we have 
pulled up very well and that we should make some sacrifice in order to accom- 
iModate some other countries which have been hard hit as a result of the alloca¬ 
tion by the final Reparations coiifeiencc But we stuck to our position I feel 
that our delegates did extraordinarily well in the matter of representation of 
India’s case I think it is a cruel tragedy of life that men who have fought 
India’s case in that manner should be told that they are at the beck and call of 
the Secretary of State and that they would be dismissed by the Secretary of 
State if they acted against his wishes I lealise that public life would be im¬ 
possible 111 any country if people who are fighting the country’s battle are decried 
and the value of then work belitilerl 

In this case, we are exactly doing the same thing so far as Japanese repara¬ 
tions are concerned My Honourable friends should at the same time remember 
that it is not the total cost of war that can go in consideration of reparations 
against a country It is an allocation of a part which might be attributed to that 
country In other words, our total budgetary cost is to go into two heads, 
namely, that which we sliould get from Japan and that which we should get 
from Oeriiiany Therefoie, let him not run aw’ay with the idea that the figure 
we presented represents the total budgetary' cost, or the total estimated value 
of the loss which is the result of this yvar. 

We are pursuing this matter from day to day and even just now My 
Honourable friend is totally wrong m thinking that we have failed in our duty 
in the ease of Japanese reparations My Honourable friend perhaps does not 
finow that the question of Japanese reparations has not yet been settled It is 
still ill the stage of discussion. As we have done in the case of Germany we are 
following the same policy I do not belong to that faith in which I might saj 
that I do not believe in this war, that I do not want any reparations and yet we 
criticise those who fight the battle of India I hold that I am not in agreement 
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With iny Honouiable friend In spite of what my Honourable friends say that 
we have not done our duty that we have sat mum, it will not take away for a 
moment the effect of what we have done and what we propose to do still further. 
So long as I am m charge of this Department, I can assure the House that I will 
do my best. We have already done our best to get the best possible terpis, and 
our itelegates to whom again I pay my tribute again have done their very best 
in this matter. 

Sri K. Ananthaaayanam A]ryaxigar: Mav I know from the Honourable 
Member . . 

Hr. Ohalmun: Is the Honourable Member exercising his right of reply? 

Sri M. AnanttaaMyanam Ayyangar: No, Sir I am only seekmg informa¬ 
tion May I know from tlyj Honourable Member if he is making progress with 
respect to the negotiations with Japan’ If so, what place we are likely to have 
111 that 

The Hononiattle Dr. Sir H. Aslaul Euque: I already said that we are still 
in the negotiation stage and it is not possible for me to say anything until at 
least the preliminarv matters are settl(^ As T said before, 1 have been behind 
if 

Sri T. V. Satakopachaxl (Tinjore r«mi Triehiropoh Non-Nriih.iinmadan 
ituial) Sir, I rise to support the motion for adjournment I was listening with 
interest to the speech made by the Honourable Member for Government Sir, 
the proof of the pudding is in the eating The Honourable Member for Govern¬ 
ment read something from a prepared memorandum, which I believe the dele¬ 
gate may or may not have read at the conference T \ery much doubt whether 
he read it 

The Honourable Dr. Sir K. Asiaul Euque: 1 could not catch the Honour¬ 
able Member 

Sri T. Y. Satakopachaxi: 1 nas saying that 1 was very much in doubt whe¬ 
ther that memorandum would have been read at the conference My reason for 
saying so is this You have got a good case, but >ou lost it. Why did you lose 
it? In ordinary ciicumstanccs, there is an advocate and he is entrusted with a 
good case He is bnefed in right and proper fash on, but he loses the case 
What 18 the inference*’ It is due to the bad advocacy If the Government of 
India had engaged these delegates to plead the case and they lost the case, then 
the Government of India deserve to be censured They cannot escape censure 
The Government of India cannot say, we had a good ease, but there was a bad 
court 1 submit they had a good case, but they prepared a bad memorandum 
and chose the wrong delegates What business had they to choose the wrong 
delegates Why did jou lose your self respect for this paltry two per cent by 
pleading your case before the conference Why did you not say • T do not want 
any reparations at all? My Honourable friend took credit for having fought the 
battle Which battle, may I ask? The Westerners have said, “we have fought 
a war to end all wars” The same Westerners are sitting up at the peace table 
to end all peace in the world That is what they' are doing I ask you. Sir, 
what is the battle that these people have fought for which they take credit. 
What is the single point on which they can take credit I find they are tied to 
the chariot'wheels oi the British Empire and so they lost the case 

The EomouraUe Dr. Sir H. Aiixul Euque: I am afraid my Honourable 
friend is misrepresenting me I never said so , 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari: If India had been an independent country, and i£ 
the Honourable Member hed been a Member of an elected Government, then 
that elected Government would have, been kicked out long ago by the vote of the 
country, because the country w'ould have said, 'you went there and lost a goo^ 
case’. We know very well. Sir, that in the army wlien people are fighting—the- 
same thing happened in the recent war also—several Generals who had previous- 
good reco^ and who were efficient, if they are not able to make headway in a 
particular place, if they fight and lose battle, they are replaced by pther more- 
capable men I ask you, Sir, is this not a fit case to censure Governments 
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There was a good case which was lost on account of bad handling by the^Gov- 
orument I find from the principles enunciated in Oppenheim s International 
law that it IS not only material wrong that is taken into account m the way of 
reparations, it is also moral injury that has been suffered by people that is taken 
mto account You might have put in your memorandum, but did you" press 
your case with all vigour? Were you given a good hearing? Were you really 
satisfied that you were heaivl^ No, I do not think so If really you laid pressed 
your case and pressed it hard with vigour, then this would not have been the 
result 

Then, Sir, the Honourable iMeiiiber for Government pleaded, "we have not 
vet discussed fully the question of reparations from Tapan” We all know the 
question is still pending there This motion for adjournment is really to censure 
the Government for having lost their case in the matter of reparations from 
Germany and it is a warning that they should not similarly lose their case with 
regard to Japanese rejiarations 

The Honourable Dr, Sir M. Aiiiul Huque: Why don’t you yourself go to the 
conference then? 

Sri T. V. Sataktqpachari: Let us get to your seat and then you will see 
whether we really maintain the reputation of the country and get damages and 
reparations for injuries in right proper fashion We will certainly give respect 
to people who fight our case properly. You may take it that when this country 
gets independence and goes to any international sphere, then it will be respected, 
it will be admired, everything that it says will be heard with great respect It 
IS because this reparation question is pending in the case of Japan that we have 
tabled this motion for adjournment We really feel that the case should not bs 
lost on account of the mishandling by Gkivemmenl Let us no more hear from 
the Government, "we have prepared a good memorandum, we have presented 
our case well, but we lost the case" I suggest that better men ought to be sent 
this time at least so that we can achieve better results Sir, T support the 
motion for adjournment 

(At this st-age Mr. President resumed the Chair) 

Hr. President: The question is* 

“That the Aeiembly do now adjonxn “ 

The motion was negatived 


ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

Hr. President: I have to announce in accordance with Standing Order 5(b) 
of the Legislative Assembly Standmg Orders that I received by 12 noon ou 
Friday, the 1st February, three notices m all nominating the following two 
candidates for election to the office of Deputy President, namely 

1 Sardar Mangal Singh, 

2 Sir Muhammad Yamm Khan. 

The names of the proposers and seconders are as follows 

For Sardar Mangal Singh. 

Propose r| 

Maharajkumar Dr Sir Vijaya Ananda. 

Seconder 

Captain Sardar Harender Singh 

For Sir Muhdmmad Yamin Khan 

Propoeere. 

1 Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad, 

2 Haj’i Ahdus Saltar Haji Ishaq Seth. * 

- Seconders. 

1 Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, 

2 Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon, 

As there are more candidates than one, the ballot for this election will, 
«s announced by me in the House on Monday, the 28th January, be held on 
Tuesday the 6th February, 1046 
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SJt. H. V. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhailiinadan Rural)* 
Now that the House has rejected the adjournment motion, I suggest we should 
continue the Food Debate until 5 o'clock and then adjourn. 

Shaikh Bafluddln Ahmad Slddlquea (Chittagong Division Muhammadun 
Rural): May I rise to a point of order? We cannot conduct any further business 
and the House should adjourn now Otherwise the ndjournmeiit motion luts 
no value 

Sit. H. V. ^adgU: But the House refused to pass the adjournmtnt motion 

Shaikh Bafluddln Ahmad Slddiqnee: This is an important matter I should 
like to have your ruling on this point 

Ito. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmoil (United Provinces Southern Division Muhammadan 
Rural) The usual procedure is that if we decide that the House bhonld not 
adjourn, then tlie normal work should continue The Food Debate should 
continue till 5 of the olopk. 

Mr. President: That is exactly what I was thinking The motion for 
adjournment having been rejected, the House continues its normal business 

MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION—contd. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume discussion of Food debate. 

Sn B. Venkatasuhba Beddiar: Sir, I was referring to the large number of 
telegrams and letters received from several parts of my Presidency about food 
shortage which is bemg experienced in several parts there. The system of 
allotment to various districts is not workmg efficiently. No gtoaii really went 
to Tinnevelly What was required for consumption in Tmiievelly was to be 
sent from Truvaiicore. They ^d not consume so much there and it was decided 
that Travancore should send 8,000 tons to Tinnevelly for the months of 
December and January Out of the 8,000 tons which were allotted to be sent 
to Tinnevelly from Travancore, only 4,000 tons reached them We are on the 
ist February today January has passed Four thousand tons of gram are 
stocked idle on the borders of the land There is only a hill between Tinnevelly 
district and Ti.iiuncore State No sufficient efforts have been taken by t'le 
Dopaitnient to import those 4,000 tons of food grams into Tmnevelly district 
per the telegram which I read out. People ore suffering and are on the poirt 
of death through starvation. This is the state of affairs m the Madras presi¬ 
dency We have also got to consider with regard to procurement, distribution, 
rationing and the price offered to the producer With regard to procurement 
1 have read m the publications that procurmg is bemg done on a more efficient 
scale in Madras than in other provinces. I do not know from ^vhat record oi 
from what source this information is being collected and circulated I am on.j 
of those who has been the victim of procurement which is adopted by the 
Madras Government there The Revenue Inspector goes to a village, gets hold 
rT till' village officer, the kamam or the village headman He simply asks him, 
wh.it have you got. The Revenue Inspector does not care to leave there what 
is required for the cultivator's consumption till the next harvest, or for seeds 
for the next crop year, or for the farm servants who are paid not in cash but in 
kind Thus, he never takes care to calculate what should be left. Even if he 
calculates, the calculation is always on the wrong side Just a mouth before a 
system of intensive procuring was adopted in the villages These officials went 
to the villages They did not give prior notice of their arrival there When they 
were in the village they could not expect the ryots in their villages When they 
had gone to the fields or they were absent these people did not care to wait 
They broke open the locks of the houses and the doors of the rooms where the 
grains were kept. They laid their hands on whatever was available and withoivt 
leaving a grain in some cases they removed everything. 

T have a still harder case to mention. Tn a particular village the headmai. 
was at loggerheads with a scheduled caste person. That man had a bag of ragi 
which he wanted to keep till the next harvest which is about next August or 
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September The llevenue Inspector tuid the village headunm both comiiiiied 
awl asked the bchoduled caste man to purchase gram from bis noighboui to 
make up the deOcieuc^ lop that one bug and took that one bag 'Ixub is the 
aort oi procuring that is being done. Uoiv it is being done and why it is being 
done m Uiat mauiiei 1 bliu.l explain Thebe lieveuue luspectoib and Talisildaib 
liave no experience of the work. They never dreamt that tliey would rise to 
more than head clerks or upper division clerks They have been piomoted to 
these higher positions due to the exigencies of the war People who are not 
competent to handle these matters have been entrubted with this woik which 
they could not do w'cll They expect luither piomotions and wlien they coinj 
back from the village and report that they have been able to piocure so muci), 
these Tahbildars and revenue nispeciois think that the next day the^ would be 
promoted to the collectorship of the district That is wliut piompts them to 
act in this wa^ Thebe have to be taken note of by the Government in woiking 
out their procurement scheme If grams are not procured and the^ are not 
wilhngly offered, the^ resoit to a system of requisitioning What is the scale 
on which this requisitioning is being done Wc have got D S Os , T S Os , 
1' iS iJ-s < 111(1 e\ei so iii.m> S Os 'Iht*^ .iie let loose on the villageib and the 
producers, who are at the mercy of thos<' people These people have no responb- 
ibihty for seeing that enough is left m the villages for the consumption of the 
people there That is the way m which these people have been beliaviig and 
how is tins being distributed Each village m tlio'-c parts is not a self-contained 
Milage Each village is not able to imuiitain itself fioiii w'bat is produced !>• 
that village In every village, it is only a small percentage of the people, who 
cultivate, have a surplus The rest of the people arc landless manual labourers 
who are not able to keep any gram They live on what they can get from day 
to day Eroni those places gram is sought to be procured This gram is being 
taken away to places 10 or 15 miles away and then they do not care to calculate 
the needs of the village, whether the gram that is taken away will be required 
for the needs of the villagers themselves w'ho are landless people there When 
■we ask why this is done the reply is—^we will supply >ou immediately and wo 
are in a position to get further supplies from foreign countries, from other 
districts and other provinces. 

How IS it again distributed The gram is taken from the villagers possession 
From that village it is transported to some place 10 or 15 miles awa> The 
cost of transport is added to its cost and also the commission of the various 
middlemen and when the g m comes back to the village, all this cost is added 
to the price The gram is taken at a certain price and delivered at a different 
price Is this the way in w’hich it should be distributed? 

So far us rationing is concerned I have many grievances A statement lia ^ 
been published It is a combmed statement by both the Agricultural and 
Food Departments I calculate from this that 90 million tons are required for 
the whole of India in order to give the people a balanced diet. When this i-» 
divided among the population of this country it works out at li pounds net head 
Now we are told we are being given one pound per head per day If we are 
givep one pound per day and if the Food Department thinks that one pound 
per day is sufficient, then why this pounds which they require further. I am 
not able to understand what it means. By balanced diet is meant a diet which 
will keep the pefOple healthy Jf with the one pound of cereals that we are now 
allowed wc are told that li pounds more is required, I ask tliis Department 
what they were doing so far to get that It is not only cereals It is not only 
grains. There are so many other things they should have managed to get all 
4hese years It is all right for people living in the towns to have one lb of 
cereals because thev have recourse to other things, such as, vegetables, eggs, 
fish, meat and pulses in addition to the cereals If you allot that one lb to th^ 
manual labourer in the village or the manual labourer in the towns who is work¬ 
ing for a few annas, I ask you how that one lb. will be sufficient for him? In 
mo^? eases I have seen that one IH was not sufficient even for one meol for a 



MOTION re FOOD SJlUATION 397 

manual labourer working m the field. He requires more than 2 lbs A soldiei 
111 the war was allowed H of cereals besides what he was gettmg in the 

gliupe of pulses, eggs, butter, and other things. Convicts ni jail arc allowed 16 
ounces of cereals besides pulses and other foodgrains. Famine allowances are 
much more than this I do not know who fixed this one lb. average for the 
consumption of the people m this countrj' and for the consumption of those who 
daily toil for the production of these grains and who produce these grains by 
their sweat 

Now, Sir, I would like to make a few observations upon the price that is 
offer<*il to the producer 1 have always heard it said that the prices that are 
now prevailing have been fixed more with the consideration of the coiivenieiict. 
of the consumer. If you i:ake into consideration only the convenience of the 
consumer, then what is to happen to the producer, who has been suffering all 
these days’ The agriculturist was leading an uneconomic lift in the pre-war 
days He is leading or made to lead an uneconomic life even now. During th? 
pre-war days neither this Government nor anybody else took care of him; they 
never had a thought of him, they never mtcifered on his behalf, and they never 
ircnt to his rescue when he was leading an uneconomic life Now, when they 
find that he is making some money, they are offering a price which is iioi at 
all paying to the producer What is the price that is offered? In Dec»*mbcr 
last I sold paddv at Us 5 per maund and tho cost of producing a inaund T shall 
give just now According to the figures furnished by tho Food Department, 
tho average production per acre is 10 maunds 10x5 comes to Rs 50 That 
IS tho cost of gram to the cultivator And what are his expenses’ Have the> 
been taken into consideration by tho Department when they fixed the prices? 
On a very careful examination and calculation T shall give that the cost of 
production per acre comes to about Rs 130, including his land revenue I shall 
give the details of his cost He has to prepare the seed beds; he has to raise 
the seedlings; and then he has to prepare the land and plough it and make it 
readv for plantation Then, he has to transplant tho harvest and take grain 

Hr. President: Is the Honourable Member likely to take long’ 

Sri B. Venkatasubba Reddiar: T will require. Sir, another 10 minutes 

Mr. President: Then, the House may now adjourn till Mondav 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 4th 
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TLe Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr G. V. Mavalankar) in the Chau:. 

MEMBEK SWORN 

Mr. All Asghar Khan, M L A (Assam Muhammadan). 

MOTIONS POR ADJOURNMENT 
Faii^urb to establish National Government 
ICr. President: There is an adjournment motion by Mr Ayyangar. He 
wislus to ilihfuss n definite matter of urgent public importance, namely "the 
obstiuctive attitude and failure of the Government to take steps to establish a 
N.itioiia! (lOMTiiineiit nt the Centre in spite of various assurances by the Govern- 
iiieiits of India and Great Britain and in disregard of persistent demand by the 
public of this country" 

iThis has been disallowed by the Governor General 

Enforcement of Defence of India Rule 89A in Central Provinces and Berar 
Mr. Presidsnt: Then we come to No 67 from Seth Govind Das He wishes 
to discuss "the addition of a neW rule, 89A in the D.T R the sudden enforce¬ 
ment of which on the 15th instant by the Government of the Central Provinces 
and Berar has caused annoyance, hardship and humiliation to the persons plying 
the vehicles and the occupants thereof”. ' 

May I know something about this? 

Mr. P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Offibial) This rule 80A of 
the Defence of India Rules was introduced because there had been a number of 
complaints, some of them thoroughly justified, about accidents caused by mili¬ 
tary vehicles and it was found that the best woy wo could check rash dnvmg 
of military vehicles was to put on extra military traffic police Well, it was soon 
found that when military police were directing the traffic there would be civil 
vehicles among the military vehicles and unless the military police had power to 
direct the civil vehicles ns well as the militory vehicles their powers to direct 
the military vehicles were useless and thev could not control the traffic It was 
tliercfore decided to introduce a rule, 89A, by which if the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment so wish in a particular area the military police may be empow'ered to 
direct the traffic, military and civil and if they see a gross breach of traffic rules 
to atop the civil vehicle as well as a military vehicle and to take the man’s 
name Thev are not empowered to arrest ond they ore empowered only to 
administer the ordinary traffic rules. The rule was therefore introduced for the 
convenience of the public and as a measure which I should not have thought any 
one would have wished to object to There has in fact been no objection 
received to this particular application of the Rule in the Central Provinces to 
which the adjournment motion draws attention either by the civil authorities or 
by the military authorities. I therefore suggest that it is not an urgent matter 
of public importance. 

Seih Oovind Daa (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan) 
This rule was made after the Assembly adjourned last year and this was the 
first occasion when this could be brought before this House The Honourable 
Member has said that it is for the convenience of the civil public in the places 
where it has been introduced. What I want to point out is that for instance in 
Jubbulpore from which place I come, which is a big military station, there is 
a sufficiently large civil population As far as the civil population is concerned, 
we feel that after this rule has been applied we are living under martial law. 
The military police do not know how to behave. They stop civil traffic without 
any reason, the roads are blocked and so many other inconveniences are caused 
So, I think this is a matter of urgent public importance and I think the House 
would like to discuss this matter. 

( 399 ) 
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Mr. President: I nrn afraid I cannot consider it of such importance as to 
allow it 


Use of Indian Troops in Indonesia and Indo-China 

Mr. President: Then No 68 is in the name of Seth Govind Das It relates 
to “the military policy of the Government of India in engaging the Indian 
military units to siijipiess the freedom movements and political agitation in 
Indonesia and Indo-Chma’’ 

This refers to a matter which has already been discussed m this House 
Official Interference in Elections 

Mr. President: No 50 is in the name of Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang He 
wuiitb to discuss “the failure of the Government of India to take adequate steiis 
to prevent most improper and open interference by Government officials in the 
elections to the various Legislatures, particularly in the Punjab” 

This has been disallowed by the Governor General 


Atrocities by Pioneer Forge near Nutanpara Railway Station 

Mr. President: No CO is in the name of Shaikh Bafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee 
He wushes to discuss “the wanton and brutal raid made by a unit of Civil 
Pioneer Force near Nutanpara Railway station in the evening of 7th January, 
1946i on the innocent and peaceful inhabitants of a village known as Ktiharpatci 
situated nejr Chittagong town lesulting in brutal and indiscrimate boating of 
men, women and children and raping of some women including one girl of 
tenilci age, deliher.ite buriiiug with petrol more than 66 houses with oil the house¬ 
hold properties, domestic animals including cash and other valuables, looting of 
some other houses, serious injuries to several villagers bv Lathi charge, death 
of some wounded and burnt persons in hospital, loss of properties worth more 
than five lakhs and rendering more than five hundred persons homeless and 
absolute destitute and failure of the Military Authority to take proper steps to 
give adequate compensation to the sufferere for these losses of lives and pro¬ 
perties” 

This has been disposed of previously and is therefore disallowed 


British Policy in Palestine 

Mr. President: Then we come to No 61 of which notice has been given by 
Sir Hassan Suhrawardy and Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan They wish to dis¬ 
cuss “the failure of the Government of India to properly represent the views 
and feelings of the Indians to His Majesty’s Government that any Departure 
from the scheme laid down m the White paper on Palestine will be considered 
as breach of faith and violation of the promises and assurances solemnly given by 
His Majesty’s Government to the Arabs and Muslims of India which is calculated 
to shake the confidence of the Muslims in the plighted word of Great Britain”. 

This has been disallowed by the Governor General 

Samis op Bullions at high Prices by Reserve Bank 

Mr. President: The next motion stands m the name of Dr Sir Zia Uddiu 
Ahmad It relates to “the connivance of Government of India at the Reserve 
Bank acting ns agent of foreign banks in the sale of Bullions at abnormal prices 
thus upsetting tlie price level in the country” 

This is practically the same as No. 47. 

Dr. Six Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, I do not want to mov’e it because it is being discussed in the 
Bretton Woods Committee report. 

Mr. President: Therefore, it goes out. 
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Attkstation Fees foe Declaration Forms re High Value Notes 

fix. Pissident; The next motion is m the name of Mr. Yusuf Abdoola 
Haroon. It runs thus: "the failure of the Government of India to make timely 
arrangement for distribution of prmted declaration forms and putting public mto 
fmaiicial loss by requiring them to have the attestation of a Magistrate under 
Cumt seal costing Re 1 for each seal on the triplicate application, by the pro¬ 
mulgation of the High Denomination Bank Notes (Demonetisation) Ordinance 
on Saturday, January 12, 1946" 

What is the position as regards the special duty required? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Howlands (Finance Member)- Sir, Govern¬ 
ment has no desire at all to shirk a discussion on Ordinance III In fact, we 
would welcome it But on the point of this adjournment motion there are two 
things which I must submit before you rule whether it should be admittetl or 
not First of all, the charge was levied by the Provincial Governments under 
the legal powers possessed by them Whmi wo became aware of iti we issued a 
telegram telling them that they should not charge any fees for attestation of 
these forms Secondly, I gather that Mr Yusuf Abdoola Ilaroon will not be in 
tlft> House today and, theiefore, it is a mere waste of time to consider whether 
it IS in order or not 

Mr. President: That is a different matter, but it does not seem to me to be 
of importance, in view of the orders that are in force now. 

Hr. President: Then, there is another motion standing in the name of the 
same Honourable Member I should like to know if the Honourable Member is 
not in the station at all 

Several Honourable Members: No, he is not 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab* Non-Muhammadan). May I say in 
regard to this motion that there is another adjournment motion, a little wider in 
terms, on the same subject which stands m my name. As we have reached 
this, I submit that my adjournment motion may be taken up now along with 
this 

Mr. President: When the Honourable Member’s motion is reached in due 
time, It will bo taken up 

Mr. President: The next motion regarding the use of Indian Soldiers against 
the Indonesians is barred by the previous discussion. 

UNSATISFACTCpiY MEDICAL AND OTHER BELIEF TO INDIANS IN MaLAYA 

Mr. President: The next motion stands in the name of Maharajkumar Sir 
Vijaya Ananda If the Honourable Member will permit me to say so, it is 
difficult to follow it. 

Maharaikumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda (Umted Provinces: Landholders) It 
relates to two things. 

Mr. President: I would like to read it and then I should like to have some 
facts about it. It runs as follows- "Whereas Indians in Malaya have declared 
their lack of confidence in Mr Chettur and his report to the Government of 
India on their conditions; whereas the Government of India have admitted the 
immediate necessity for medical help and economic amelioration in their diseased 
and poverty-stricken conditions; whereas Indians in Malaya have been repeating 
frantic requests to the Indian National Congress to send Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Medical Missions immediately io investigate the real conditions and 
afford succour, whereas the Indian <Govemment has failed to extend such 
relief by granting only a pittance of a lakh of rupees to help 4 lakhs of Indians, 
while subscribing 8 crores of rupees to the U N B B A ; whereas the Indian 
National Congress has resolved to depute Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Medical 
Missions and the Indian Government has not so far granted the passport fach 
lities to Pandit Nehru m spite of his application more than a memth ago, while 

A 2 
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in the meanwhile hundreds of Indians are moving to an agonising^ end, I propose 
that the House may be adjourned to discuss this matter of immediate importance 
affecting the life of 4 lakhs of Indians in a helpless condition under a hostile 
Military Administration and away from the shores of India.” 

The motion is so argumentative that, really speaking, on that ground alone, 
it should fail But I do not want to stick to the technicalities of the wording 
and the phraseology of the motion. I should like to know 

Dr. Sir Zia Dddin Ahmad: It is provided in the Manual of Business that m 
the motion for adjournment only one point should be raised and the Honourable 
Member himself has said that there are two points in his motion 

Mr. Pretident: Order, Order I am referring the Honourable Member to all 
those things which are of an objectionable character so far as this motion is con¬ 
cerned But if tlierc is any matter of importance, which reallv deserves the 
attention of this House, then T should not hko to rule it out of order merely 
because the Honourable Member has put it in an improper form Therefore, 
ratlii r than stick to the technicalities, T would like to know what the substaiiee 
of it IS and then we will see whether it should be admitted nr not That is how 
I would like to put it 

Maharajlnimar Dr. Sir Vllaya Anaada: Sir, in view of the fact that the 
Indians in Malaya have exjiressed their lack of confidence m Mr Chettur 

Mr. Frealdent: The Honourable Member has said all that m his motion 
I would like to know as fo how the position stands That will clarify the issue 
and then we will see what is going to be discussed I would therefore like 
to know from the Honourble Member for Government ns to how the facts 
stand That would perhaps clarify the whole position 

Mr. B. H. Baaerjee (Secretary, Commonwealth Belations Department)' 
Sir, T share your difficulty of not being able to follow exactly what the Honour¬ 
able Member wants us to do But as he wanted to know' the position today, 
I may perhaps state that we have had no information about the Indian com¬ 
munity in Malaya having declared their lack of confidence in Mr Chettur 
The only document that has come to Government’s notice touching on this, 
point IS a press report puiTiorting to convey the proceedings of a meeting of an 
Indian Trade Union somewhere in Malaya The press report does purport to 
say that the Trade Union did declare their lack of confidence m Mr Chettur 
because he had made a public statement to the effect that the condition of the 
Indian labourers w'as not bad Mr Chettur has never made any such piibhc 
statement He has certainly not made anv such statement in the report which 
he submitted to the Government I am not, therefore, aware of the source 
from which the Honourable Member has derived this information On the 
other hand, I think that many Honourable Members present in the House would 
recall having read very widespread appreciation of the very fine work that Mr 
Chettur did In difficult circumstance he made a rapid survey of the island in 
about a fortnight’s time and brought to us very valuable information, on the 
basis of which we have been able to take a decision as regards the way in which 
we can best administer relief to the Indian public in Malaya The results of 
his visit were set out in a communique issued by the Government on the 13th 
December last hnd I am prepared to lay a copy of it on the table of the House 
I dare say many Honourable Members have seen it already In that com¬ 
munique we have made it clear that the condition of Indians is very bad and 
that Government are taking action to legal assistance to the Indians who 
have been arrested and to send medical assistance for those who require medical 
relief We are also sending other forms of relief, such as, cloth and food’ The 
motion says that the Government of India have given a pittance of a lakh 
rupees Our communique states that funds have been placed at the disposal of 
Mr Chettur No limit is placed to the amount of funds In the first instance, 
he sent us a request for one lakh and that was sanctioned But he has full 
authority even to incur expenditure in anticipation of formal sanction and any- 
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«ums which he considers reasonable for financing any measures of relief would 
be sanctioned by the Government As regards the question of Pandit Nehni’s 
passport, we have had a discussion in this House the other day, and our own 
medical parties arc about to proceed I think it will sail in a few days 

Ux. M. Asaf All (Delhi General)* What does the Honourable Member mean 
by our medical parties? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: I want to make an announcement today that since 
this motter was raised, there has been correspondence between the Department 
and Dr B 0 Roy, representing the Congress Wc have also obtained the 
South East Asia (Command’s consent to Congress medical units proceeding to 
Malaya It took some time to obtain the consent of S E A C and as my 
TTonouriible friend the Secreilury for External Affairs Department told the House 
the other day, we were not keeping quiet over this matter We also had 
interim correspondence with Dr B C Rov w'ho addressed ns on behalf of the 
Congress As the FToiise will realise it had taken some time to come to a 
decision regarding the visit of the Congress medical units We have since had 
the consent of S E A C and they also will follow v^^ry soon I take it that 
covers all the points raised in the motion for adjournnierit. 

Maharajkttmai Dr. Sir Vljaya Ananda: The medical relief cannot be delayed 
and the fact that the Goveiriment on their own admission are taking time over 
it is itself very damaging The people over there in klalava had been craving 
for niedieal relief and the Indian National Congress has been very keen on 
sending a medical mission there The fact that it was not granted immediate 
jiassport oi permission to go there in itself means that the Government should 
be censured on this point I submit it is the only logical thing to do in this 
case 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: On a*point of information. Sir I submit that w'e have 
not taken an iindnlv long time Since this matter came to our notice, th 
House will realise that we took immediate action 

Mr. President: What is being discussed is not the merits of the question, but 
the admissibility of the motion Therefore, the Honourable Member need not 
reply on merits 

Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: On their ow'n admission, there has 
been some talk about Mr Chettur not enjoying the confidence of the people of 
Malaya That, I submit is a good jioint to be taken It is u matter of urgency 
to the public of Malaya 

Mr. President: I am afraid I am unable to agree with the Honourable Meui' 
her. I rule the motion out of order. 


Russian Aooression against Iran 

Mr. President: The next motion is in the name of Mr Ahmed Ebrahim 
Haroon Jaffer. He wants to discuss "the failure of the Government of India. 
to acquaint His Majesty’s Government with the strong resentment by the peoples 
of India in general and the Mussalmans in particular in regard to the action of 


ment of U.S S.R was a party”. 

The consent to this Motion is withheld by the Governor General. • 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffler (Bombay Southern Division* Muham¬ 
madan Rural); Is it because the Government has not got the courage to face 
this motion? 

Mr. President: The Governor General’s action cannot be discuseed in this 
House. 
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Ebstriotbd Eailway Booking of Hides and Skins 

Mr. Freddent: The next motion is in the name of Mr. Muhaminud Nauman. 
He wants to discuss 

“The placing in class fifth and sixth perishable commodities of raw hides by Regional 
Controller, Calcutta for movement of raw cow hides from O & T Railway, B & A Rail¬ 
way, B N Railway and E I Railway stations to Calcutta area and thereby allowing 
accumulations of tens of thousands of raw cow hides of Kurbani on different stations m 
India which pciislied and deteriorated causing loss of hundreds of thousands of rupees to 
Muslim Hide Merchants in the Provinces of Bengal, Bihar and other Provinces m India ’’ ^ 

There is a similar motion in the name of Mr Muhaminud Nauman As 
the facts are almost the same. I am placing that also along with this motion 
mstead of having separate discussions on the two, T can considiT both and 
decide on their admissibility— 

“Giving virtual monopoly to few individual hide firms of Calcutta for booking of law 
cow hides, buffalo hides and goat skins from station on O & T railway to Calcutta area 
and thereby ruining the Hide Trade business of all other- Muslim merchants of Bchar and 
Bengal and other Provinces of India ” 

What are the facta? Cun the Honourable Member Mr Muhammrfil 
Nauman explain? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (zVgra Division Muhammadan Rural) Thi. 
Honourable Member, Mr Muhammad Nauman is m Delhi, but he is not 
present in the House now 

Dr. Sir Zia XJddin Ahmad: The facts are mentioned in tlie motion for ad¬ 
journment, namely the accumulation of hides in different places 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Member for Railways and War Tians- 
port) I am afraid the Honourable Member is not in the House, otherwise, f 
think, he would have agreed not to press this motion I have had discuseioiib 
with him The position is this It is really a matter of local interest, no doubt 
of considerable importance to the Hide Merchants concerned, but it is not of \eiv 
wide importance to the country as a whole The classification of connnoditios 
IS not a matter of recent occurrence, and the facts related are not quite correct. 
The same applies to both the motions T ha\e had this discussed depaitmentally 
with the Honourable Mover I have had discussions with him myscIf and 
practically satisfied him except regarding one or two jioints (of peculiar import¬ 
ance) which he wished to refer to liis constituents That being so, I suggest this 
IS a matter fit to be settled outside the House and not in the House on a motion 
for adjournment 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member said that it was not a 
matter of very great importance, that it affects only some merchants who are 
interested in hides and skins Tf we agree to this contention, then most of the 
adjournment motions wull be out of order Everything will affect only a small 
community and not the 400 millions of people in India But in this case, skin 
and hides affect every person w’ho w'ishes to use leather goods Therefore this 
is a question of very great importance and on this issue the motion should not 
be thrown out 

Mr. FrBsident: I do not consider the matter is of importance I rule this 
out 

Student Stuike in DEf.m Polytechnic 

Mr. President: The next Motion is in the name of Sardar Mangal Singh 
He wishes to discuss .‘‘the mismatingemeut by the Government of India of the 
affairs of the Polytechnic Institute resulting m the total general strike by the 
students of the Institute” 

Sardar Mangal Singh (East Punjab Sikh) Sir, this Institute is mismanaged 
and as a protest against such mismanagement, there has been a total strike by 
the students for the last three weeks and the strike is still on I urge that 
this is a matter of very great importance and it should be taken up in the House. 

Mr. President: Is the strike still on? 
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Sftr iiiir Xangal Singh: Yes> the strike is still on. About 800 students of the 
senior section are still ou strike. 

Dr. John Sargent (Government of India: Nommated Official): Sir, I 
personally welcome any-discussion in this House which would help to clear the 
air in regard to this unfortunate incident and perhaps to show us the way to avoid 
a recurrence of incidents of this type which are becoming distressingly frequent 
in educational institutions My only doubt is whether in view of its nature and 
of the latest developments of which I am aware, the matter can he regarded as 
of* sufficient urgoncy to occupy the lime of the House T understood that at 
the end of last week, as a result of discussions m which the Honourable Member 
in charge of Hducation, certain Honourable Members of this House who have 
interested themselves m the rnatter, the authorities of the Polytechnic, represen¬ 
tatives of students, and I myself participated, the srike would probably bo 
called off [ have not had that confirmrd T am waiting to hear whether 
tile students have returned to work 1 have nnself undort»kc”> to investigate 
personally the points raised by the students and to sec what can be done to 
remove any legitimate grievance w'hich may exist This, as you will appreciate, 
w'lll rieccssarilv take a little time 

Mr. President: 1 think it is desirable that, ’f negotiations are goiiig on and 
there appear to he some chances of a peaeeful settlement of the thing, those 
chanees should not he minimised hy an adjournment motion discussed in this 
House, which m.vv jicrhaps laiso some passion and some difficulties in the peace¬ 
ful settlement of it Hut the other alternative which, I am afraid of, is that, if 
the motion is not admitted on that grtnmd. it may be, that nothing may come 
out of the negotiations and the House wmU not get another ojipoitumty or 
occasion to discuss these grievances That is how T am feeling. 

Mr. Manu Subedar (fiidien Merchants Chamber and Bureau Indian Coni- 
iiieiee) Sii, can it be held over for two days? 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Sir, I fully appreciate w'hat vou have just suggested We 
bliall ho perfecllv satisfied if the Honourable Member in charge of the subject 
gives ns an assurance that he will conclude these negotiations as speedily as 
possililo, and if there is a failure we should he allow’ed to bring up another 
adjouriimeiit motion The whole difficulty is that this subject has been hanging 
fire for some time I have not the slightest doubt that the Honouralilo Member 
who spoke on behalf of Government has looked into the matter, but what 
IS the result*’ if they are satisfied that there are grievances, may I know why 
these grievances are not being remedied immcdiatch'^’ But. if the Gov’crnincnt 
think that then' are no grievances they ought to he able to face an adjournment 
motion straightaway 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Kural) Sir, as one of the Members of this House who interested himself, or 
rather was made to interest himself, in the affair at the invitation of the students, 

I should like candidly to place the position before you The students have been 
on strike, and what I gather from them is just this that they want the recogni¬ 
tion of the diplomas of their institution hy various other departments of Govern¬ 
ment T had long conversations with Sir John Sorgent on the subject, and my 
Honourable friend Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang has also spoken ^o the students 
and to Sir John Sargent. 

The position three or four days hack was that the students were willing to 
call ofi the strike In fact, I informed Sir John Sargent to that effect when 
Sir John gave ns an assurance that he will himself do his best to get thesa • 
diplomas recognised, because after all the Polytechnic was a Government insti¬ 
tution and it seemed rather anomalous that other Government department 
should not recognise diplomas granted hy a department of Government itself. 
But a funny situation has now arisen—at least that is what I gather from the 
students—^that they are very keen on a discussion in this House; and they feet 
that the atmosphere would be considerably cleared if there were a discussion in 
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this House and if Sir John Sargent could repent his assurances in the House 
itself so that they would be made more public than the assurances so far given, 
have been made even though T have published the matter in the press 

Therefore it would perhaps help both students and guardians and the House 
itself, if you permitted a discussion of this motion and if Sir John Sargent said 
here what he h.is alieady told mo—with which I personally am quite satisfied— 
namely, that he will look into this matter and do his host to meet the difficulties 
of the students I have every confidence that after the motion has been debaled, 
the strike will bo called off and normal conditions restored At least that is 
my hope, and I ha\e stated the position quite frankh 

Seth Govind Das: Sir, another point is that if on the grouml that certain 
negotiations are going on adjouniment motions are nni allowed, it will be a 
precedent and wc will not be able to move anv adjournment motion here 

Mr. President: As T said on a forrnoi occasion, e\ery adjouriiincnt motion 
will have to be considered on its own speei.il f.icls and circnmstunces » 

Syed Ohulam Bhlk Nairang (East Punjab Muhammadan) Sir, 1 endorse 
practically all that lias been said by mv llononrablc friend Sliri Sn Piakasa 
In fact he and I held consultations with each other and each of us separately 
talked to Sir John Sargent .ibout this matter, and had also u long coinersution 
with the students VVe were of eourse struck by the genuineness of the students’ 
grievances They appear to ha\e belieicd all along—on the basis of the pros¬ 
pectus issiiqd bv the authorPies of the institution and some other matters, c g . 
speeches made by Mr Wood, the rruioipal—that after the three years’ senior 
course they would gci an all-rndia diploma whioh would he practicallx equiva¬ 
lent to a certificate of jiro-engmeering .ind that they would on the strength of 
that diploma bo accepted as ipiahfied candid.ites for employment in certain 
Government institutions and factories It now appears that llle,^ lm\e had 
dlfficu 1 t^ in getting that diploma accepted m *praetiLO, and therefore they 
urge that all their time spent in undergoing traming there and all the 11101107 
spent by their fathers and guardians has been useless 

Mr. President: <)rder, order, I do not wwiit the Honourable Member to go 
into the merits of this question \11 1 want to know from him is, wlulbei he 
thinks that a discussion in the House is not likeh to prejudice a peaceful settle¬ 
ment In that case 1 may be inclined to allow it Hut if the feeling n the 
other way, I ‘•hould postpone it foi some time and take it up after two or three 
days 

Dr. John Sargent: Sir, ma,\ 1 make a suggestion, which will perhaps 
meet the mow of the Honourable Members concerned'^ I do not want tho 
House to think that there has been any delay on our pnit in going into tins 
matter I onlv heard of it the week before last w’hen 1 was on tour in soutliom 
India I came back as quickly ns I could and I spent most of last week in 
trying to ascertain the facts of the case There are certain other iinjuines in 
hand the answers to which [ hope to get in the course of a day or two. I 
suggest that, as 1 belie\e there is another adjournment motion dealing with this 
subject, No 80, wdiieh will perhaps come up in the course of the next day or 
two, the mutter might be pursued in connection with that motion Hy that 
time I hojje eifher a sntisf.actorv solution will be reached or I shall be in com¬ 
plete possession of the facts which will enable me to make a satisfactory state¬ 
ment before the House 

Diwan C h a m an Lall: Sir, it is a very good suggestion made by Sir John 
^Sargent that we should wait until that other motion is reached. Meanwhile 
negotiations are going on and it is possible that Government may be m a 
position to find a satisfactory solution—satisfactory from the point of view of 
the students, and if they are unable to do so we can debate the subject on that 
other motion when you may be pleased to permit either of the movers to move 
the motion. 
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ICr. President: It will be rather an unusual procedure However, for the 
present, instead of disallowing it, all that I would do, with the general agree¬ 
ment of the House, is to take up this motion along with No 86 


Ratipicatiox op San P’rancisco Chabteb 

ICr. President: No 71 is from the Honourable Member Dr Sir Vijaya 
Ananda It luns ns follows “Whereas the Government of India have rati¬ 
fied the San Francisco (Jharter without (•onsullhi" the Indian Legislature and 
thus committed India to serious obligations mspite of ample time to consult 
her and their admission of the necessitv to give an opportunitv for a dubnte m 
the Central Legislature, Whereas the Indian fears were confirmed by the Indian 
Delegation’s deliberate failure even to advance India's elaim for a non-permanent 
seat in the Seeiirity Council, Whereas the composition of the delegation is <‘0 
meagre and unrepresentative of T'ldinn National opinion as to invoUe the 
]>ossibilitv of repudiation of the obligations undertaken by the existing Go\eru 
ment. Whereas her militnrv eominitments nndei the Charter are of a grave 
import in view of the explosive situation in Indonesia, Indo-China, Persia and 
Tiirkev, Whereas it is necessar\ to expres-, flie opinion of the Indian Legislature 
even at this stage when the first meeting of the Central Asscmhlv is going on 
in London,^ I propose that the House niav be adjourned to discuss the failure 
of the Indian Governnient to consult the Indian Legislature before its ratifica¬ 
tion ■* 

It includes so many matters, but, as I ba\e vaid. I will not inereU co on 
‘technicalities, but I do not understand what the Honourable Member is driving 
s* What docs he want to discuss? 

The HonouraUe Sir Aaoka Roy (Law Member) The Honourable Member 
is not here 

Mr. President: As the Honourable Member is not here, the motion falls 
through 


Grievances op It I A F Men in Karachi 

Mr. President: The next udjourumuut motion ib to diboubb “the failure of 
the Goveriiiiiuiit of ludiu to ledruSb the gricvuuccb of 2,L)0U li 1 A F. iiieu buch 
ub blow demobilibutiou, lunger liuurb of duty, uiibatisfactory rebidentiul accom- 
inudation, uiipulutuble loud und iiubutibfiiut-ory truiibport facilities, and for 
allowing them to continue on hunger strike in Karachi owuug to nou-satisfuciion 
ut thcbC demands '' 

Will the position be made clear by the Honourable Member? 

Mr. P. Maaoa: These difiiculties m Karachi arose mitially from purely 
local circuiiistauces Some 2,000 airmen of the li 1 A F were brought mto 
Karachi at very short notice mid the arrangements for them were, 1 agree, to 
begm with somewhat makeshift They were iioubed in old tents with sand 
floor and 20 out of these 2,000 men had actually had to sleep on the floor. 
There were various other complaints about which 1 will say a word later But 
what happened was that that evening, the evening after they arrived, they 
refused to take their evening meal, and the next morning they refused their 
morning meal Tliey have three inenls a day and immediately after their 
refusal to take their morning meal, the Officer Commanding of the Station 
called them together and spoke to them to find out what their grievances were 
and what could be done about them He was able to take immediate action to 
meet most of their local difficulties and to start en(|iiiries about the other 
matters they complained of, and the meeting broke up quite happily and they 
had their mid-dny meal ns nsunl Since then there have been no reports of 
trouble from these men at Karachi T do not know. Sir, if vou would like me 
to go into all the points thev raised—think there were nine of them—^but 
steps were taken in each case either to meet them or, when they were more difficult 
and complicated problems such as the diffieiilties about promotimi, enquiries are 
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being made and we hope something may be done about them 
wants to be promoted rapidly 

Diwan Ohaman. LaU: Whut arc the other grievances? 


[4tii bEB. 1940 
But everybody 


Mr. P. Mason: The first one was that they were housed in old tents with 
sand floor Arrungeiiiciits have been made to move them into better tents. 
Twenty of them h.id to sleep on the floor, thov were provided with beds Borne 
of them oomplaincd about unsatistnctory lavatory and washing accommodation. 
Work has been ininicdiatelv put m hand to put it right Some complained 
about msuflieicnt illumination at night, and a number of new generators have 
been brought into the station This was put right, ’ Then there were some 
general complaints one was about the speed of promotion That, as T have 
alreadv snid is being looked into Evervbodv w'ants to he pioiiioted more 
rapidly Some of them were refused pcito go on leave. tbc\ were 
allowed to proceed on leave Some complained about ban-cutting facilities and 
satisfactory arrangements were made with regard to this also 

I suggest that this is not an urgent matter of public importance 


Mr. President: T take it the hunger strike is not now on Tt does not seem 
to be a matter of urgency, apart from importance T, therefore rule it out 
of order 


. For ICE Fiaivo iv Bombay 

Mr. President: The next adioiimment motion is from the Honourable Seth 
Govind Das namel\. Firing, latlii charge and use of tear gas in the citv of 
Bombay on the 23rd Jpnuar\. 1946, on peaceful demonstrntoi s, resulting in at 
least ten deaths and about .'500 easiinlties, as reported in today’s press, fa, on 
the 24th of January 

Seth Govind Das: Sir, Boiuha^ now is under 03 Uule and Bombay AssenibK 
IS not sitting This is the onl\ place wheic this matter can bo di'scussed This 
firing m Bombay was not the only incident, it is being resorted to not only m 
one place but so manj places ProsumabK it is being done under the orders 
of the Government of India, and it n a matter of urgent piihlie importance 
The ullmiate responsibility certainly lies on the Government of India, paiti- 
cularly when the Bombay Assembly is not sitting 

Mr. President: Have the Goyeinment issued any instructions gcncially to 
tlio provinces m this iii.itler'’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (ITome 'Member; No, Bir 
Mr. President: I nm not inclined to give my consent to this 

IvvcTiox If Rimuwi, ok Sfctions 111 TO 121 OF Government of Tnuia Act 
Mr. President: The next motion ig from the Honourable Mr Munu Subedar 
who wants to discuss "tin- fniliiie of Government to give information which 
was promised to lliis House lei/arding the progress of negotiations over the 
question of the remoyal or modification of the commereial safeguards in terms 
of tin Assembly resolution p.issod on 4th April, 1945” 

We li.ive liar] some motions on tins subject I should like to know what 
further the Honourable Member has to say on this? 

Manu Suhedar: Tf yon will kmdlv boar with me for a minute, I would 
like to shoyy both the great public import.mec of this subject and the urgency 

^ When this llesolution was not only passed by this House but accepted by 
government m the assurance given by the Honourable the Planning Member, 
hat Government will immediately take up this issue with His Majesty’s 
jovemment and Government will keep this House informed as to the progress 
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of these negotiations, then, Sir, there was a Mission of Sir Ardeshir Dalai, 
assisted by Sir Jeremy Haisnian as a special officer, m the United Kingdom 
Various steps were taken on the last occasion when, for technical grounds, this 
was thrown out in a different fcwm in which I put in that the Parliament alone 
could deal with it. Sir Ardeshir Dalai told this House that various steps had 
been taken and various steps are being taken and that he admits that information 
IS due to this I^ouso Now, Sir, I submit that no such information as was 
promised last year when the Jiesolution was passed and as intimated by the 
Honourable the Plaiming Member m this Iloiisr has been given to this House 
until now, and therefore tlie urgency arises 

May I say a word on« the public importance question Be\ond two little 
booklets dealing with Uovernment’a policy, we have had no statement of pohey 
by the tloverninent of India with regard to their programmes and plans These 
jiiogr.immes and plans not only the industrialists of this country 
are waiting for, but they affect labour and the re-engagement 
j)f soldiers, and, lastiv, they aUo affect the whole financial question as to how 
much mone^ this country would w^ant and therefore whether wo shall go to 
llrettoii Woods again And theieforc the irnpoitMiice of this question in the 
words of inv Honoiirnble friend, J)r Sir Zia I ddin, affects four-hundred million 
people of this country It is not a limited and isolated issue and it is an issue 
of the greatest importance If the Honournhlc Member for Planning will give 
an assurance that not only the information wrill bo given to us but that Govern¬ 
ment will set aside a day for the discussion of the plans and programmes ot 
Government, in connection with which Sir Ardeshir Dalai said and admitted 
more than oneo that these particular clauses were interfering, and also tell the 
House what steps Government have taken for the removal of these safeguards, 
then I w'lll not press the motion 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydarl (Member for Information and Broad¬ 
casting) r would prefer the Honourable Member instead of raising this question 
on an adjournment motion to have first a talk with me when T could explain the 
position to him^ and then if he wants a discussion on the subject, I would be will¬ 
ing to fall in with his wishes I do suggest that this is not a suitable subject for 
an adjournment motion Mv predecessor who gave this promise did not consider 
that, the matter had reached a stage whei^be could disclose anything to the 
House I am willing to give mv Honourable friend opposite such information 
as I have in mv possession, but T cannot disclose it on the floor of the House. 

Hr. Mann Subedsr: Will the Honourable Member give an opportunity to- 
tho House to discuss it^ 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Th»s is a question m winch not only the Honour¬ 
able Mover is interested I am more interested than he, and therefore, Sir, an 
opportunity may be given to know’ how' things arc going on 

Mr. Maau Subedar: T shall not proceed w’lth the adjournment motion if the 
Goveniment position is w'hnt mv Honourable friend 8n\s But I would like an 
assurance from him that a dnv would be given to us to discuss the Government 
plans generally, and specifically the steps which thev have taken to implement 
the Assembly’s Besolution on the subject 

Hr. PreBldaiit: What is the position of the Government in regard to this? 

The Honourahie Sir Akbar Hydarl: I would like to consult with the Ijoader 
of the House whether the House can be given a day 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Tes, Sir, so far as that is concerned, 

I could probably arrange it 

The BononraUe Sir Akbar Hydwl: Then T am willing 

Hr. Hann Subedar: In that case I am not pressing it 
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Inadequate Food Suppi^y in Ajmeh-Meuwaba 
MX. PreBident: The uext adjournment motion (No. 75) is in the name of 
Pandit Mukut UihaPi Ijtil Bhnrgava who wishes to discuss a matter of urgent 
public importance, namely , “tiic callous indifference and hopeless inefliciencjr' 
of the Go\ernmunt ot liuliu in not providing adequate supplies of foodgraiiis in 
the proviueo oi Ajiner-Merwnra with the deplorable consequences that its people 
particularly in rural aro.is aic on the \eige of slaivation and have to live on 
mere boiled vegetables and even oil seed cakes to keep tlieir*body and soul 
together” 

T/iis tails tbi.aigb .k the tood sitiuLion is being iUsiii''Sed 


India's Participation in Anglo-Sia'm Tueaty 
Mr. President: The iie\t adjournment motion is in the iiaino of IMaharaj- 
kuniar Dr Sir Vijaia Anandn who wishes to adjoinn the business of the iioiih>e 
foi ‘‘the i..i'nre of the (!o\emuit‘iit of liidia to consult this llmibe in dr.ipgmg 
India as a puit\ to the imperialist tieat\ of Biiiain witli Siam whieh provides 
for the immediate cxtoitinii of her nee to the tune of 15 lakhs of tons and of 
all surplus nee in tlie next 21 months, enntiol of Siamese export triitle of rice, 
tin, lubber and tea, and prohibition on Siam from cutting .i (innil nen>ss the 
Si.iinese peninsula to link with the Indian Ocean and llie gulf of Siam without 
the IJntish eonst-nt, thus completing an eeonoinic, political and militarv 
stranglehold and ledueing independent Siam to the Indian pattern of slavery and 
■degradation’ 

Is the Honourable Member not herc‘* Since he is not here it tails through 

Prof. IT. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Kurul) Has 
it been also disallowed bv the Vicerox ’■> 

Mr. PreBident: No 


Police PmiNos on I N A Day 

Pwfltdent; The next adjournment is also m the name of Alaharajkumar 
Ur Sir Vijaju Ananda lie wishes to discuss a mutter of urgent public 
importance namely ‘‘the firinga in Madina, Calcutta and vesterdav at 
Dmi.bay, all sigiiituMutly ui coinieeiioi, with the denionstiatioiis relating to the 
I . A and Netaji Siibhas Chandra Bose, thus pointing to a uniform Central 
Si Sudioii 92 provinces, where 

iriLr ^ idterly %nicelcs8 hy section 92 to ventilate llieir 

Ssemfr® Y '"decent haste of the Governors in dissohing the provincial 
Tohe™” Biitinn had declared 

He still continues to be absent So it falls through 
■Oo™i He 

™.r ■••sra’i.'Kiai- 

xhis shares thfi same fate as before. 

» <» the &et motion. 

JM. President. Is the Honourable Member present? 

^ Honoomblo Momber i. onlortnnatoly absent 

.lb„“i.o^"‘'oM!^ I “igh* one pomt rfow: 

I hoTO not bad time to iMk X^it ‘ ^ ““ «>« queabon 
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The Sir Aioka Boy: Before you do give your opinion you might 

choose to hear Members of the Houee on the point. 

Kr. ProildMit: 1 think that day, there was a discusaion A few Members of 
tfie Mouse had expressed their views and I have with me the report If any 
Member of the House wishes to say anything further, I should have no objec¬ 
tion 


Point of Order re Admisaibibty of Adjournment Motion of Absentee Member 

Xr. X. Asal All: I should like to say a word If you will recall when this 
question was being discussed, \ou promised us n considered ruling I invited 
your attention on that occasion io Rule 51 I repeat it again The pocition 
as far as adjournment motions are concerned is verv clear A Member gives 
notice of his adjournment motion, before House meets and the subsequent pro- 
eediirc is laid down as follows — 

"If the PrpBulent is of opinion that the matter pninoacd to be (haiuaved la in order, he 
aliall read the statement to the As*;emhly, and aak whether the memhei 'las th,. lea%o of 
the AsBoinhly to move the adjournment ** 

• It IS nowhere laid down that a Meinbtr wh'> hii'- given notice should be 
present »t the AssoinhU’ at the tiiiie It is for \ou ind you alone, to cons’der 
whether the m.ittcr of which notuc has been given is m order As soon as you 
have conie to the conclusion that the matter is m order, the diitv is laid upon 
\ou. Sir, to read the motion to the House and then ask the House whether the\ 
will give leave for the moving of the adjournment motion, and in doing so, if 
there is an objection, you naturally find out whether there are as may as 25 
Members present who will support it If there are 25 Members who will get 
up and sa\ they will support it, there is nothing else for you but to sav that 
the motion will be taken up at such and such time And this is the procedure 
laid down 


“Tf the PreRident ib of the opinion that the matter proposed to ba discuMed is in order, 
lif» * * *",‘he Assembly, and ask whether tlm member has the lea^e of 

the Asscrnhiv to move the adjouinment *' 

And if ainone on the Government side, or from am other side of the House 
says that he has an objection, then this is the procedure 


. . If objection » taken, the President shall request those members who are m favour 
of Itvive being K«anted to rue m their places, and if not less than twentv-fiN-e members 
rise according^ the President shall intimate that leave is granted and that thi- motion 
will be taken iit 4 p m , oi if the President with the consent of the Member of the Ooiurn 
hoUF at which the business of the day may 


This is the procedure laid dow'u T do not find an^ provision nn\w'herc in 
those rules for a Member who has given notice of nii adjournment motion to 
12 Noon present at the time when >ou are reading it out to the House, 
after having come to the concIuswMi that the motion is in order If 
it is not in order you simply rule it out Therefore, I see no reason whv the 
absence of a Member who has given notice of nn adjournment motion should 
operate as an automatic failure of that motion Tf he is not present at the 
time when it should be taken up, sa\ at 4 o’clock, or at an earlier time, naturally 
the motion falls to the ground because the Member is not present in the House 
to move it. That appears to me to be the proper procedure Of course we 
are waiting for your considered judgment Whefher \ou gi^e it fodav or latev 
on it is for you to decide. But the sooner wo get it the better 


lb. P. J. Ozlffltlui (Assam: Europeans): May I, Sir, draw your attention 
to Standing Orders 21 and 22. Before an adjournment can be moved leave^has 
to be asked for and if leave is to be asked the Member concerned must ask .* . . 


Xr. Presidsiit: The point has bpen discussed sufficiently. The Honourable 
Member’s point is. 

Xr. P. J. C^riffitlia: The point submitted by Mr Asaf Ali. 
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The HwoumUe Sir Aeoha Boy: Sir. on the question of the interpretation of 
these Standing Orders may I make my contribution? 

JKr. Freeideiit: 1 just wanted to suggest that practically the matter has been 
discussed fully and the only person whom 1 would like to hear on this pomt 
would be the Honourable the Law Member or any Member of Government who 
has to say anytWg m the matter. 

(At this stage Pandit Govmd Malaviya entered the ('haniber ) 

I notice that the Honourable Member who has given notice of tho adjourii' 
ment motion is present in the House now and therefore tho point is only of 
academic interest Even on merits, I am unable to give the matter my con¬ 
sent, but that IS a different matter. 

The Honourable Sir Asoka Boy: Sir, in considering this matter I think you 
must take into consideration Standing Orders 21, 22 and 23 together My 
Honourable friend Mr Asaf Ah drew your attention to Standing Order 23 alone 
and based his arguments on that If you take Standing Order 21 you will find 
that it starts with these words 

"Leave to make a motioii for an adjournment of the biisinew of the .VssonihK for tho 
purpose of discussing .i definite niattei of uigeiit public importance must bo asked for after 
questions and before the list of business foi tho day is entered upon ’’ 


You Will find. Sir, that it is necessary for a Member to ask for leave to make 
his motion at a particular pomt of time, that is befoie the list of business for the 
day 18 entered upon If you look at Standing Order 22, it says “The member 
askmg for leave must, before the commencement of the sitting of the day . . ’’ 
(Intelruptioji bt Mr M Asat Ah) May I go on. Sir, without iiitciruption 1 will 
not give way to the Honourable Member You will find there. Sir, that the 
Menibei asking for leave lias fo do certain things before the comnicnccinent of 
the sitting of the day and also he has to ask for leave .it a particular time on 
that particular date, on tho day on which he wants tho House to adjourn Then, 
Sir, jou come to Standing Onler 23 It says 


"rf tl:^ Frosident is of opinion that the matter proposed to lie disc ukspcI is in order hi 
shall read the statement to the Assembly and ask whether tho memler h.is the lea\e of 
adjournment If objection is Uken, the Piost.lent ehall requet 
Jill? °*i to nse in their places, and iL not 

itc ^ at-cordingly, the President shall intimate tliat leave » Rrantcd “ 


“ Member asking for leave and that member can 
commencement of the 

t mn nn°l must ask for leave at one particular moment of 

enterefd mfin* fand before the list of busmess for the day is 
^terid upon After ho asks for leave, you. Sir, will have to consider if the 
matter proposed to be discussed is m order. You should read tho statement to 

has thTl^aie of thf nou"*’'^’ ^^e Member concerned 

“That the Hnnl!? adjournment motion. The motion is. 

!“” *>“” ky the Honour- 

Honourable «ie Law Member hesCighl to *•' 

j^t^u a.t cm. be u^u 
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That is to say, that the member who is asking for leave leaves a notice with 
jthe Secretary. There the matter ends. He is not required to be present here. 

1 am not aware of any practice, in this House at any rate, of a luembtr actually 
getting up and asking for leave of the House to move an adjournment motion. 

1 have never heard of it Probably the Honourable the Law Member is new to 

this House and therefore he is seeking. 

The Ebnourable Sir Aaoka Roy: Sir, I have been nearly three years in this 
House. 

Mr. M. Asat AU: Sir, 1 do not give way I am siiiiply interpreting the law 
as I find it It is no use your saying that it contains provisions which it does 
not contain All that it says is that the ineinber asking lor leavr should leave 
the notice of his motion, with the Secretary before the House meets He is 
not required to be present in the House at the time whin the President decides 
■whether the matter is in order or not And the next Standing Order says. 

"If tlie PreHideiit w of opinion th-it the mattei firopoHed to he dihcusped is in order, he 
«hall read the statement to the Ae^‘inbl\, etc , etc ' , 

It. means that the deLisiuii lien with the President and not with anybody else 
•as regards the question whether the matter sought to be discussed is in order 
or not and once the President has come to a decisMn the member concerned is 
not required to say anything more. All that is necchsar^ is that the President 
should rend the subject matter of the motion to the House and the President will 
ask the House whether the member concerned has the leave of the House, etc. 
Therefore 1 do not see where the Honourable the Law Member’s interpretation 
comes in 

Mr. President: The ilouourublu Member need not addiess a>u the pomt of 
order any more now. I think it has been sufficiently discussed 

Pandit Govind Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural) If you would permit me. Sir, 1 would like to say just a word on 
another point The legal point has been argued before you The rules as they 
stand demand that uotiue should be given of an adjournment motion on the day 
on which It IS sought to bo moved, and whether the Member wrho hai> given 
notice of it IS supposed to be in his scat or not is a legal pomt about which you 
will give us your ruling But 1 submit that the special circumstances wffich 
prevailed m the present case should be taken into consideration, namely that 
the notice of tins adjournment motion was not given today it was given several 
days ago There were probably one hundred other adjournment motions before 
this particular motion, each one of which had to be taken up before this motion, 
and no human being could know os to when his particular adjournment motion 
would come up for consideration. I am very sorry, Sir, 1 was busy elsewhere. 
But the moment I was mfomied that my motion was likely to come up, I have 
rushed to this place and I am here. Eminent lawyers have put before you 
different view points. I w'lsh to submit that the rules, even if you interpret 
them to mean that the Member concerned must be present in his seat at the 
moment when his motion is taken up, should be interpreted in common sense 
m relation to the particular set of circumstances existing at a particular moment. 
And, therefore, Sir, I submit that even if you should hold that normally speak¬ 
ing a member should be present in his seat at the time when his adjournment 
motion is taken up, that rule should not apply today. You should rule that this 
adjournment motion can be taken up, even though the Member concerned was 
not present in tiis seat That is all. Sir. If you will permit, me, when the stage 
•comes, I will say something about the admissibility of the motion 

The Boiioiirable Dr. Sir M. Aiinl Euqne (Commerce Member)* Sir, you 
will kindly see that Standing Order 21 refers to the time for asking leave to make 
■a motion for an adjournment. Then Standing Order 22 refers to the method of 
ssking for leave Now, as to whether leave is to be asked in the House or?out- 
« side, there are two factors which must be there—one, the observance of the rule 
as regards the time, and secondly, the observance of the rule as regards the 
method. Let us take first the method* the method is that the 
Member asking for leave must, before the commencement of the meeting, leave 
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with the Secretary a written statment He complies with it Then comes tHe 
time. 

Pandit OoYlnd Kalavlya: Not m this case. 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiuul Huque: The whole question is—when la¬ 
the time when leave must be asked for and it is for you, Sir, to interpret 
whether the Member who carried out his part of the duty us contemplated in 
rule 2'2—vtz . compliaiice with the methorl—has not also to compiv with rule 
21 , which he mubt at a particular time ask for leave for the motion of 
adjournment Then after he asks for it. it is for >ou to say whether it is in 
order 

There is another point. You can decide stiaightawiiy whether it is in order,, 
but usually you arc kind enough, as has been the practice, to ask the Member 
w'hether he has got to say .mytlnng, so that you can understand the admissibility 
of it and then say whether it is in order If the .Member himself is not pre- 
SLMit, 1 doubt whether you c.m come to the conclubion whether it is in order, not 
knowing what actually is the Members point of view In any case, there are 
thiee stages one, the method by which he leaves a copy with the Secretary, 
second, the time by which he must ask for leave, and third, the stage when you 
have to decide as to whether it is 111 order After deciding that it is in order you 
ask if there is anv objection I can quite uiidersatnd Mr Asaf Ah a point The 
presence of the Member is not referred to in that rule, but vou cannot interpret 
the rule in that wa\ I do not thmk it was ever the intention that because the 
Member leaves a copy of the motion w'lth the Secretary, that he has earned out 
also his obligntioil, as regards the time In o(her woids^ his obligation to ask for 
leave of the House aftei the end of questions and before the commencement of 
the session is not complied with unless he actually does it and merely carrying 
out rule 22 does not abrogate the necessity for his complying with the other 
rules 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I make a suggestion that your ruling on this 
point may put an end to this discussion at this stage’ 

Mr. President: That is exactly what I was about to do. The matter has 
been sufficiently argued I will give my considered ruling The point is acade¬ 
mic now So far as this motion is concerned, the Honourable Member is already 
present ni the House, but I am afraid it may not be possible for me to accept 
the plea that, each time the rules have to be interpreted, I should take the 
peculiar circumstances of that time into consideration and either enforce the 
rules strictly or relax the rules They have to be enforced as they are If they 
are inconvenient, Ihey may be changed that is a different matter, but T do not 
think 1 shall arrogate to myself the right to change the interpretation of the 
rules as to suit the convenience of this or that special circumstance That clari¬ 
fies the ground as regards special circumstances • 

I refer to the difficulty which the Honourable Pandit Govind Malaviya has 
urged when a large number of adjournment motions had come in, and there was 
a special pleading which Sir Cowasjee Jehangir had advocated I was more 
guided by the practice laid down by him than by the pleading ho made before 
the House 

One further point has been made by the Honourable Mr. Asa^ Ali as regards 
the practice of this House There is therefore all the greater necessity of inquir¬ 
ing into the practice that existed formerly, before T come to a conclusion on this 
matter A long-standing practice may perhaps help me in interpreting the rule. 

So far as regards the point of order that has been raised. Now, on the merits 
of tke motion; as I said, it is of the same character as the previous motion, An«y 
we had it from the Honourable Home Member that there are no instructions 
issued by the Government of India ' 

Paadlt Cknind Malaviya: If you are going on the merits, may I have your 
pcniiission to submit one or two points? 
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MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT 

]Cr. President: As regards the admissibility of it, not otherwise 

Pandit Oovmd Malaviya: The matter uii which 1 wanted to mo\c the 
adjouriiinent of the House does relate to uii event which occurred in one pro- 
viMci*. That goes without saying Unfortunately I was not here whe n the 
pri'Vious motion was taken up and 1 do not know whether the fact of thar'pro- 
viiicc being under a (Jovernor’s rule under section 03, was taken up by some 
(itiui liiciids 1 asMiiiu* it must ha\i* been {Honourable Members ‘ Yes ’) 
That point is therefore before you Now, Sir, one point which I wish to submit 
about this motion is tiiat so in,ni\ hiiiii.ni ii\is ii<i\c been lost and so much 
exciti-inenl has been created on account ot onl\ one plea by the police and the 
admmistiution, namely, that if the procession which was to go through a certain 
route was allowed to go througdi the route winch had been originally sanctioned, 
then tiie Mussulman lesidents of that locality would have taken exception to it 
and there might have bc-en danger of publii iiots I beg to submit for your 
consuhiation Sir, that m the absence of any such statement ^^y the Muslim 
residi Mts ol tli.it h)ealil\. that ple.i amounts to a slur upon one of the big 
nnir()i>il\ eoinininiities of India, the interests of which, under the Government 
of India \et, is the specnal domain of the Governoi General, and, as such, I 
submit, that the very foundation of the whole episode about which, T w-anted 
to w'( k leave of the House to move an adjournment motion, is a matter which 
is tile sspeiM.il domain of the Go\ernor General and therefore, T submit, that it 
should hi' piriiiitti'd and should he allowed to bo taken up 

Mr. President: I am afraid the connection is lather far-fetehed It is one 
thing that one may blame individual officers for mistakes they cornnutted m the 
adinini'.tration in any jirovince, and it is quite another that there may be gene¬ 
ral insti iietions issued by the Government of India on their policy with reference 
tn .1 pjirlieular type of matter As I understand the Honourable Home Member 
to s.iy’, in this particular ca^e, there had been no general instructions issued . . . 
The Honourable Sir John Thome: Quite correct 

Mr. President: If that bo so, then, whatever the number of deaths and 
injured may be, it becomes a matter not of an all-India importance to be treated 
as a mutter for discussion in this House I am afraid I cannot give my consent 
to this 


Failure to protect Interests of Indians in South Africa 

Mr. President: The next udjoumment motion is by Seth Govind Das to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely “The imbecile 
attitude of the Government of India—the woiding is far from happy—and its 
failure to protect the vital interests and peaceful existence of our nationals m 
South Africa, threatened by the introduction of the Bill to freeze property deals 
between Indians and other races in South Africa, as announced by General 
Smut'?, the South African Brenner on 22nd January 1946 and reported in the 
press of this country on the 24tli January 1946 ” 

What has the Government to say on this? 

to. B. B. Banerjee: Sir, the matter is no doubt very grave and of urgent 
public importance, but the Bill to which the motion refers has not yet seen the 
light of day Apart from that ... j no a ww 

Mr. President: Order, order As the Honourable Member admits that this 
18 a matter of definite urgent importance there need not be a discussion about 
the merits at this stage. That may be discussed when the matter comes on for 
debate, 

to. E. B. Bailee: Sir, I understand that the rules say that it must be a* 
specific mattw and I waa trying to make out that there is no specific matter at 

iignt of day. All I have had is a Press summary outlining the speech 
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the Pi'ime Minister of the Union Goveriiiiient in which he hus> gi\eii a very 
general idea of what the Bill is to bo and 1 thought that it would be better to 
discuss a matter of this importance after the House and the Government havo 
full details of the Bill Apart from that Government has no desire to obstruct 
discussion on tins subject if the House dcsiics to do so at this stage, but we feel 
that a discussion without full details of the Bill would be rather premature 
Our High Commissioner has been here reeentlv and he should bo back there to¬ 
day or tomorrow and wc are expecting more detailed and authenticated informa¬ 
tion about the contents of the Bill, and I should have thought that there would 
be a future opportunity for this House to refer to this subject but we have no 
strong objection to discussion being undertaken now 

Seth Govind Das: The Honourable Member has admitted that the matter 
is of public importance 

Mr. Fre^dent: The details of the Bill are not yet known but I find that it 
IS the principle of the Bill that is objected to by this motion If the principle 
were accepted, then the House mav wait for the details, but if the House vwanta 
to object to the priiuiple of the Bill, it does not seem to be necessary to wait 
for the details of the legislation That is how I look at this matter I give my 
consent to the motion It is admitted and will come up for discussion at 
4 o'clock, unless the House wants some other day 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Official) You yourself very 
kindly said that you have no objection to this being taken up on* Wednesday. 
Ill view of fiome outside functions, if the House so desires 

An Eononrable Member: There is no meeting on Wednesday 

Mr. President: Outside functions need not come m our way, unless the 
House decides otheiwise I am entirely m the hands of the House The other 
day, the feeling seemed to be against the practice of postponing adjournment 
motions The Honourable the Leader of the House also expressed the view that 
adjournment motions are urgent motions and we should not resort to the prac- 
' ffi of adjourning The motion will be taken up for di'scussion todiiv at 4 p A! 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FO« FOOD 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on 
Tuesday, the 29th January, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations for 
the Standing Committee for the Department of Food, eleven nominations were 
received Subsequently, one member withdrew his candidature As the num¬ 
ber of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare the 
following members to be duly elected to the Committee for the unexpired por¬ 
tion of the financial year 1945-46 and for the financial year 1946-47• (1) Mr 
E L C Gwilt, (2) Nawnb Sir Syed Muhamn^td Mehr Shah, (3) Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Shah, (4) Mr Muhammad Bahmat-ullah, (5) Raja Sir Saiyid Ahmad 
Ali Khan Alvi, (6) Rai Bahadur D, M Bhattacharyya (7) Sri Bhagirathi 
Mahapatra, i8) Mr M R Masani, (9) Bahu Debendra Lai Khan, and (10> 
Prof N G Ranga 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO INDIAN COCONUT COMMITTEE 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on Wed¬ 
nesday, the 30th January, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations for 
the Indian Coconut Committee three nominations were received. Subsequent¬ 
ly one member withdrew his candidature As the number of remaining candi¬ 
dates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare Mr A. Karunakara Menon 
•and Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth to be duly elected to the Committee. 



IIESOLUTION RK RELEASE OF ONE-THIRD MILL YARN l OR 
ITANDI.OOMS—contd 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further discussion of the Reso¬ 
lution moved by Syed Ghulam IJhik Naimiig on Thursday, the .31st January, 
1046 

“That thia Aascmbly recomnienda to the Governor General in Council to pass an 
emergency ordinance compelling cotton textile miUa to releaae at leaat one-third of the 
\arn manufactured by them for the tine of handlooms *’ 

Mr Rnmalingnm Chettiar will continue his speech 

Sri T. A. Ramalingam Ohettlar (Madras Indian Commerce) Mr President, 
I was trying to miprcss on tlie House the necessity and the urgency of settling 
this question of the adjournment to be made between the handlooms and the 
mills in the immediate future before the large increase that is contemplated 
both in the handlooms and m the factory looms actually takes jdace Thert 
arc a very large number of applications for increasing the number of looms m 
the factories and in the factories where there are no looms at the present 
moment they are contemplating adding looms The result will be that com¬ 
petition with the handlooms will become much severer and the position of the 
handlooms will suffer very much unless something is also settled as regards the 
tlcmnrcation with lofrrcncc to the nroduotion between the handlooms on the 
one hand and the power looms on the other I was saying the other dav that 
the House will have to face that and settle it without any further delay, 
especiallv when w’e are talking of expansion m every direction, the question 
ought to be settled without a moment’s delay The Government ought to take 
up the m.stter immediately and come to some decision There are a number 
of difficulties bristling m this matter I have been referring to two or thiee 
There is the question of what you are going to allow to the handlooms on the 
one hand and to the factories on the other For instance in the old dnvs 
we were thinking that the bordered cloth, especially $art$ and other things m 
w'hieh flowers were w’orked would be a convenient section of production which 
can be reserved for handlooms. 

Now, Sir, the jacquard has come into existence and it has been developed 
with the result that the factories arc doing ns good work in this bordered cloth 
as iinv h.indloom can turn out So, the position becomes more and more diffi¬ 
cult if you n»'e going to demarcate between the hnndloom and the factory 
If you are going to suggest, for instance, that the bordered cloth should be 
reserved for handlooms, the power looms will certainly protest. They have 
developed this section already to a very largo extent and if you allow this sort 
of thing to go on without actually controlling the production both by the 
handlooms and bv the factories, any amount of trouble will come I have al¬ 
ready said that the cost of production with reference to the handlooms is much 
higher thiiii that in the factories If that is admitted, as it has to be, then 
the question will arise whether the handlooms will survive at all if the power- 
looms are able to turn out all that the handlooms can manufacture Tliat is 
the position which we will have to deal with 

Sir, I do not want to take very much more time of the House, but I would 
only impress on the Government, os I said, whether it is this Government or 
some other Government, that thev should take up this question immediatelv 
without any delay whatsoever and come to some understanding before they 
allow the expansions of looms either in the factories or in the handlooms. That 
is the first responsibility which the Government ought to feel and which they 
should take up , 

As reoanls the additional yarn that is to be given to the handlooms, T have 
already said that the spinning mills have been working at a very great pressure 
and it is not possible to increase the output of yam by these spinning factories 
As regards the factories which have got looms also, they have been using the 
yam for the purpose of producing cloth for war and other purposes. Now ttfat 
the war is over, what are you going to do? Are you going to allow these 
factories to work at the same high pressure at which they were working? If 
you do that, the result will be that they won’t be able to spare any yam for 
( 417 ) B 2 
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outbiders. Well, Sir, that is the position which you will have to consider also 
Now that the war is over, do you want the mills to work for 22J hours a day, 
as thev had been doing all this tune’ During the last thiee or four yeai'S 
both the spinning nulls and the weaving mills had been working in several 
paits of the country foi 22^ hours a da^ Do you want these faetones to 
continue the same’ Jf \ou want more yarn for the handlooms, than the 
spinning mills will liaie to continue that work As legards the weaving 

faetones, what is going to be your policy’ So, this is a matter which 
will have to be taken in h.uid again Taking things as they are at present, as 
I said, will not be possible to find spare yarn available at present Apart from 
the combined factories, that is, those factories which are doing both spinning 
and weaving, it is not possible to increase very largely the supply for the 
handlooms That being the case, how are w’e going to find the increased yarn 
that them people warif'-* 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham- 
niadan Biiral) Will the TTonourablc Member in future purchase only the 
spinning faetones and not weaving factories’ ‘ 

Sri T. A. BamaUngam Chettiar: 1 would suggest that so far as weaving is 
conoerned, we will have to go verv slow indeed 

Then, there is the question of the consurnors also and I was talking about 
this matter the other dav The consumers w'ant more cloth .ind at cheaper 
prices ff we have got only the handlooms, then this will not be possible 
Then, the liandlonm weavers want yarn of higher eounts—80’s, lOO’s and 
—, wliieli will^dneetlv compete with Ahmcdabad and Bombay That is also 
a position winch will have to be taken into consideration Tf the handlooms are 
not allowed these higher counts, the income will be very low indeed I was 
asked the other dav what w'ould be the difference in wages earned by the 
handloom weavers if thev took up the different counts? The higher counts 
pay bettor wages and the low’er counts pay lower wages And if you are going 
to have the higher eounts, (hen the question is whether the Tnd’an mdls can 
supply you these higher counts At present, the Ahmcdabad and Bombay 
nulls are not in n position to supply you with vam. Before the w'ar most of 
the higher eounts came from outside India Wo were getting from other 
countries most of the yam which the handloom weavers were using T had 
several demands made to me when T was m charge of the Provincial TTandloom 
Woav'crs Society that I should make arrangements for getting vam from out¬ 
side, hut the trouble always was whether you want to safeguard the interests of 
the producers of the higher counts or not On the one hand, the handloom 
weavers w.'vnted it and, on the other hand, the mills did not want it T am 
only saying this that if you are going to satisfy the needs of the handloom 
weaveis. Jhen yon have got to provide for the supply of yarn of differenc 
counts vvhieh (he people require Some weavers, for instance, m my part of 
the eounliy want the yam of higher counts Then, there are other places 
where they want lower eounts So, how are you going to provide for them’ 
One of the difficulties of the present distribution of the yarn by the Oovern- 
nient Conti oiling Department is that they are supplying to places like Madura, 
counts of varn which they do not require But in places like Coimbatore 
where w'e want yam of higher counts, we do not get it That is a sort of dis¬ 
parity in the yam that is supplied to the various parts of the country, with 
reference to various requirements, that is the difficulty Not only that, even 
with reference to the quantity, the requirements are differing For instance, 
fly shuttle require more and power loom or a cottage loom, when it is put up, 
wnll require much more than the ordinary loom which we used to have There 
JS' no distribution according to the requirements at all The black market 
comes into existence because of this disparity, both with reference to the 
quantity required as well as the quality of yarn that is supplied 

Sir, a suggestion was made by the Honourable Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai that 
the handloom weavers will have to depend on hand-spun yam for their require¬ 
ments I do not know whether he made that suggestion serioudy. 
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Hr. Vadilal Lallubhai (Ahmedabtui Millowners' Association Indian Com¬ 
merce). Certainly. 

Sxi T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar: T am not questioning the advisability or thu 
sincerity of the proposal that has been made The handloorns, as I have 
already said, are more costly I have also said that they arc handicapped by 
the larger wages that they have to pay and they arc not able to compete with 
the mills As a matter of fact, the price of handlooin cloth is about twice as 
much now as that of the mill-made cloth Now, if the handloom weavers are 
going to use the hand-spun yarn, what will be the result^ The cost will 
increase We all want hand-spinning and w’e all want to encourage it, but we 
want it only us a sort of supplementary occupation for people, so that they 
may he able to spin ^aln•for their own requirements But if \oii are going to 
have it as full time oeciqi.ition by itself, certainly it won’t compete w’lth other 
occupations 

ICr. Vadilal Lallubhal: Coieminent should subsidise it 

Sri T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar: Tf you are "oing to throw these h.nidloom 
•weavers on hand spun >< 1111 , 111 the first place, then is not enough yarn, m the 
second place, it is \cry 1 h inoic eostiv Yon will be handicapping hand- 

loom weavers veiy much re b\ ashing them to go 111 for hand spun vnrn 

That IS not the ({iinitoi fro wlneh von can expect the mcionsed yarn w'hich is 
wanted So, it seems to as a long teim policy we have got to increase 
spinning mills muking ya <i\.nl,\ble more and moie foi serving handloom 
and the short term pohev will h.i\e to be pinctieally the same Tlie 

Ciovernmeiit will have to be aleit They ought to see that tl^ere is no delay 

made in supplying the machinery neecssan for starting or expanding these 
spinmng nulls They should be chary to sanction any jinoiity or giving any 
help for adding to the looms m existing factories or in allowing more weaving 
factories to come into existence Sir, this is only a temporary relief They 
will have to considci as soon .is possible the question of adjustment between 
mills and handloom weavers 

Dr, Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: What propoition of available yam should he 
given to handloonis’ 

Sri T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar: There is no question of proportion As ( 
said already, in my part of the coimtiy, we have got very few' weaving mills 
The biggest mill in the whole world is TIarvey-s and it is onlv a spinning mill 
Tt does not mnnuf.'ieture cloth Similarly most of the mills m Coimbatore .ire 
merely spinning mills We do not weave The yarn from all these mills arc 
available to handloom weavers But what is done is this Ilandlooins have 
grown around these spinning mills For instance, in this area where you have 
got S}}inning mills, handloorns have increased enormously, very consideiably 
But the supply from all these mills is not adequate The only source I can 
think of now at the present moment is to indent on the yam or cloth supplied 
to the military depnitment 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: What portion taking the whole of India? 

Sri T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar: It depends upon the quantity that has gone 
to military supply The military has been taking a large percentage 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Military is out of question 

Sri T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar: What I am saying is that the Military 
were taking a large portion of pioduction of both yarn and cloth that wc were 
making 111 the mills What T am saying is thot military requirements are no 
longer necessary. The military does not require yam or cloth. What is 
released by the military from out of their requirements will have to go to hand¬ 
loom weavers Whot exactly it wdll be will have to be worked out. I cannot 
sn.> just now That seems to be the only means bv which you can increase the 
supjily of handloorns Having done that, the disparity in distribution will 
have to be dealt with also For instance, we are asked to send yarn from 
far off Coimbotore to Assam It is a waste of money, w'aste of everything. 
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There are handlooms M'hieh aio requiting yarn in the locality Instead of 
supplying from that stock to tlie locality you are asking far off Coimbatore to 
supply yarn to Assam This is practically from one end of the country to 
another 

Mr. President: How long does the Honourable Member propose to take? 

Sri T. A. Bamalingam Ohettiar: Just a minute or two. So, this disparity 
in distribution w'lll have to be set right, both with reference to quantity and 
witli reference to quality and also the distribution of the area from which it 
IS being sent at the present moment to far off places If that is done, pro¬ 
bably some relief (an he given to handloom weaycrs.at present As I said the 
only source from which they can get is the additional supply earmarked for 
military purposes If they do these two things, probably some relief can be 
given to handloom weavers Otherwise, it will have to be a matter of long teini 
aiiaiigement between mills and handloom weavers 

Choudhuiy Muhammad Abid Hussain (Bhagalpur Division Muhammadan)* 
Sir, I fully support the Tlesolution moved by the Honourable Mover Syed 
Ghulam Bhik Nairang T do not want to go into details by enumerating the* 
statistical figures of handloom yams or the number of weavers which w'ere 
given by the Honourable Mover I will try to give a picture of the real difficul¬ 
ties of weavers who mainly depend upon this industry The other day it was 
lightly pointed out by Dr Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad that the millowncrs were not 
always looking to the intt^rest of handloom weavers and they always tried to 
have a lion’s shave in the import of yam I am of opinion that both tcxtili 
nulls and handlooms should work side by side without competition with each 
other w’ith a view' to meeting the demands of the people of India In order to 
achieve tins end, the Government will have to compel mills to set apart at 
least one third of their yum stock for the use of these handloom weavers The 
handloom industiy itself has been neglected by the Government though both 
the Government and the public feid that cottage industrip«- should be 
encouraged Though machine is plaving n very great part in oui life, still in 
India the small industiies should nol be given np because n large section of tlu* 
peojde of India depend upon their livelihood on this industry We know that, 
one crore Indians are dependent for their livelihood mainly on this handloom 
industry and if the Government should negleet this industry, the result will 
be biinger and uncmplo.viiient In my Province of Behar where a large section 
of people, both Hindus and Muslim arc weavers, they mainly depend for their 
livelihood on this industry But during this w’ar, owing to shortage of yarn and 
scarce supply of tlnsi they have suffered much and great unemployment has 
come up The lesiilt of this unemployment affected agriculture, verv imieh. 
because these unemployed weavers do go to cultivation which was the onlv 
course open to them, and this extra bii^en upon iigrieultiire could have been 
avoided by the supply of yam to the weavers 

Now, I want to cite some examples of the aboriginals,—the Santals of the 
Santhal Pargnnas, the Kols and Bhils and Mundas of Chota Nagpur,—who arc 
used to having their clothes woven with their hands and never depend upon 
mill-made clothes Owing to the shortage of yam and the diffioulty of getting 
it, they have had to give up that industry and now they are depending upon the 
quota of cloth which is to be given to them But the question arises whether 
the full quota, i c , 12 yards per head, which is given m my province, goes to 
these Santals and Bhils. Certainly not Their shares of cloth go into the 
black market which prevails everywhere T will further give some examples of 
th»* villagers who suffer from this in my district, the villagers who are out of 
touch with the officers who issue permits of cloth and to whom these villagers 
hesitate to go Do they get their proper share of the quota? The answer will 
be in the negative, their shares go into the black market I personally know 
the helpless condition of the villagers of Bihar who have no cloth to cover their 
nakedness. The most deplorable thing is that the village women cannot go out 
of their houses due to shame as they have no cloth to cover their bodies In 
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fioino families we find that the same cloth is used by both husband and wife at 
inter\als when they have to go out because they have got just one and the 
fiamc cloth. The reason is that no one cares for what others want. The 
distribution of controlled cloth is in the hands of officers and people in the 
towns, and the villagers have no hand in the distribution. When a man like 
Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad can complain that he gets as his share of the quota onlv 
half a ftaree, what can we say of the difficulties of the villagers who are alwa 5’8 
neglected and who do not know the proper quarters to be approached Thui 
bad state of things can be remedied if the weavers in remote villages can get 
yarn for their handlooms because the nllagers generally purchase their cloth 
from the village weavers A few months ago every province has got some 
quota of the yarn to be dnifributed among the handloom weavers, but the 
method of distribution m my province is unique, and the actual weavers do 
not get yarn for their looms The organisation set up for distribution con¬ 
sists of officers and those men in the towns who do not know the A, B, 0, of the 
weaving class people The ignorance of the actual needs of the weavers and 
the number of looms has helped to give birth to middlemen who are profiteer¬ 
ing *by it Hence, the position of the weavers in the villages is the same as it 
was before T want to draw the attention of Government to a column in ‘Dawn’ 
of the 3rd February which soys that the officers are misusing the machinery 
for distribution of yam in my province The distribution has taken a political 
colour which Government should see and try to check. It says* 

"In places like Hazaribagh, Arrah and Sanlhal Parg-inas where the Momin voters are in 
a majority the Hindu officers are openly distnhuting vam to them on the definite nnder- 
ataiiding that they will vote for the Oongreaa Mimiin candidates." , 

The distribution in the villages should have been made by the Weavers’ 
Co-operative Societies and not by these officers and townspeople, because these 
co-operative societies know the real demands of the weavers. These defects 
are somewhat mitigated in handlooms by which tusBore is made, and this is 
made in Bhagalpur and by it a large section of the people is supplied with 
cloth and tuMOre Sir, my suggestion is that Government should import yarn 
rather than export it and yam should not be exported so long as the people 
of this country suffer from shortage of yam In conclusion I suggest that at 
least one-third should be set apart for the handlooms and this yarn should be 
well distributed among the weavers 

Mr. Alimed Ebrahim Harooa Jafler (Bombay Southern Division: Muham¬ 
madan Bural)’ Sir, I rise to support the Resolution so ably moved by my 
Honourable friend Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang urging on Government to pass 
an emergency Ordinance to make more yarn available to handloom weavers. 
Let me reiterate what Mr Nairang has already said, that at least one-third 
of the yam produced by the textile mills should be earmarked for the use of 
the handlooms. Sir, living in a countiy where nearly a crore of people depend 
for their daily sustenance on the handloom industry one can hardly fail to 
recognise the importance of such an industry. 

Mr. FMidant: Is the Honourable Member reading something? 

Mr. Alimed EbraUm Huoon Jafler: I am reading from my notes and I will 
add something too. 

Mr. PresidMit: If he proposes to read his speech, of course he knows the 
Parliamentary procedure, I do not like to go against the pr^edure of this 
House. 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Baiooa Jafler: Sir, I have seen many Members read¬ 
ing their speeches. 

Mr. Prealdent: That should not be so I would ask the Honourable Mem-« 
ber to read very slowly so that members may follow his speech. 

Mr. Abdu R a hm a n Biddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, I have always seen that practice fdlowed here and the other day you 
allowed the Leader of the Opposition to read, sentence by sentence, his great 
speech which was so sonorous that it sent me to sleep. 
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Dt. Sir Zia TTddin Ahmad: Sir, Government Members always read their 
speeches. 

Hr. President: I should like to discourage the reading of written speeches, 
but I do not like to go against the established practice of this House But if 
possible, I should discourage such speeches Honourable Meinbepi may, how¬ 
ever, refer to their notes—that is one thing—they may be elaborate or long; 
but if previously prepared speeches are to be read out, the debate, to iny mind, 
’oses its effect' Other Honourable Members are not able to touch what on© 
Honourable Member has read and cannot give suitable replies to them or take 
mto consideration the arguments advanced That is the disadvantage of 
written speeches, and I feel that in the interests of good debate this should not 
be done I do not wish to show anv favour to one Honourable Member ns 
against another. Honourable Members may refer to their notes 

Mr. Abdur Sahman Slddiqi: Sir, you did not pull up the Lender of the 
Opposition, T protest against this discrimination 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agi.i Division l^riihammadiin Riiinl) t'lr, 
I would like to point out that it will siirelv not bo jiossiblo for the Clowin- 
ment Member to make an extempore budget speech I quite agree with \our 
suggestion that the jircrogatixe still enjoved by Honourable Members of rend¬ 
ing their speeches should be used very sparingly and not on all occasions. But 
the position will bo made very difficult if it is sti icily observed 

Mr. President: I do not moan to suggest that no statement can be read to 
the House T am iii^vself reading statements about elections, and snmlaily 
important statements of pohc\ oi statements the woiding of wIiilIi is to ho 
coiTeelly gfven to the House will certainl.N he read hv (io\eminent Members 
as well as Members of other paitios I am only making a suggestion in tlio 
inteiest of proper debate It is not that T want to piohibit wiitteii or .my 
other kind of speech, and I nm sorry that Mr Siddiqi thinks that I am taking 
one Mew .ahont one JCononrahlc Member and aiiotliei mow .ihoul niiotlier 
Honourable Member It is very sad that he should take that view' of the 
matter Nothing is furthei from my mind T will not allow one Member what 
1 w'lll not allow another Member to do 

Mr. Abdur Kahman Siddiqi: But the Leader of the Opposition was not 
pulled up 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not proceeding us he should. 
I do not want to say anything more at this stage 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi: 1 am prepared even to leave the House, but 
I repeat that the Leader of the Opposition was not pulled up 

Mr. President: The llonouiable Member forgets that he is making an im¬ 
putation of partiality against the Chair 

Mr. Abdnr Raliman Siddiqi: Yes. definitely, of discrimination 

Mr. President: Then the Honourable Member should either withdraw that 
statement or leave the House. 

Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi: I will leave the House with great pleasure 
but I Will not agree to discrimination being made between one Member and 
another 

(Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddiqi then withdrew from the Chamber) 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: Sir, it has been always my practice to 
make extempore speeches as I did the other day But seeing my Honourable 
fnend Mr. Moms read a written speech on the food debate I was encouraged 
to do so this morning, specially because T have a long speech to deliver 

Mr. Preildent: The Honourable Member will now proceed 
Mir. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: I think the difficulty will be solved if 
1 speak slowly so that the Honourable Members may follow me easily. 
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Sir, living in a country where nearly a crore of people depend for their 
daily Hustcnance on the handloom industry, one can hardly fail to recognise 

jpjj ^'he iniportHMce of such an industry The TToiioiirah’c (’onimcrco 
Member, Sir Azizul Haque, has already adniittcd that the class of 
weavers as a whole is economically the most exploited in Tndia It would 
be therefore not something out of place if I rise to vindicate the class of haiid- 
hxjin weavers whose position in India today is in the most deplorable state. 
Compared with others, it is a class which cannot speak for itself, and as such 
requires the utmost .ittention of the Government of India to be roform-^d de 
novo 

Sir, before entering into a dotaded iliscnssioii of the pioblen , let im* turther 
impress the point before the House tliat in an agnculturnl eouiitry like Indui, 
where almost 90 per cent of the population lives m villages—wheie it i*. almost 
impossible for an ordinary peasant to inako both ends m»'et, whore manv arc 
horn Ill debt, live in debt and die in debt -it is far fiom being true that they 
will depend on cloth maaufaetuied by mills And it would be all the moie 
ridiculous to imagine India as sclf-sufiicient in matters of manufactuicd cloth, 
especially during these days of di«orgnnised rationing I ’Aould like to ask the 
Honourable Member of Industries and Civil Supplies if bo can himself live on 
the usu.il quota of cloth ivithout lesortiug to the so called informal rationing. 
It is a pity, Sir, that the officials entrusted with the duty of checking nu- 
ecorioinic use of cloth are the very individuals who are a dram on the entiie 
ii.itioual economy of this country 

Looking into the conditions of India, we find the handloom spinner being 
placed in a most degraded position Not only has he to cope with the un- 
Rui mountable contingencies of foreign competition but also the internal hard¬ 
ships of getting sufficient cotton for 'spinning The lesults arc disastrous In 
the first place an excellent source of i mployinent is jeopardized Secondly, the 
villagers have to icmain ^undei-clothed Thirdly, there is a burden on their 
resources as they have to" purchase cloth manufactured by mills which they 
cannot afford to purcluise In this connection let me venture to say that (ne 
of the many causes of Indian famines has been the lack of proper subsidiary and 
cottage mdustncH Handloom industiy ean scive as a veritable boon for the 
Indian agriculturist, especially m times of distress and hardships. 

There has been a good deal of theoretic verbosity as to the desirability or 
otherwise of the future* of Indum handloom But, Sir, let me make it clear in 
this connection that we can understand better than any other as to the utility 
of the handloom industry in India Before India is able to equip herself with 
adequate machinery, skilled labour and the required capital, it is in her own 
interest to develop as much as possible cottage industries and subsidiary indus¬ 
tries which can absorb the greater part of her unskilled labour. 

Now, Sir, coming to the success which such industries have been .able to 
achieve it is sufficient to point out in this connection that they have achieved 
superb success in the various parts of this country In South India particularly 
there are a number of important places which are remarkable for handloom 
industries: Dharampuri ond Conjeevarem are only two of the many important 
handloom centres in Madras Presidency In Bombay too there ore some im¬ 
portant places where handloom has received sufficient impetus like Ilkal and' 
Bagalkot in Southern Division, Malegam in Central Division, Surat in Northern 
Division But, really speaking, it is in the United Provinces, Bihar and Bengal 
that handloom industry is at its best In the United Provinces particularly 
excellent handloom work is being done in places like Gorakhpur, Fmzabad, 
Azamgarh and Sandila In Bihar this industiy has received sufficient stimulous 
in places like Mongbyr, Gaya, Hazaribagh and Bhagalpur In Bengal similarly 
the handloom has excellently developed in many places like Dacca, Jessote and' 
Santipur. 

It will be futile to recount the history of handloom in India It is sufficient 
to point out here that India has been a country of handloom weavers from times 
immemorial. As early as the 6th Century Egyptian mumies were found wrapped 
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[Ml Ahmed Ebrahim Kaioon J.iffer] 
with Indian muslin Besides this, she used to export to China and other 
countries like Persia and Turkey fine cloth produced by Indian manual labour 
So what I really want to impress at the present moment is that the development 
of handloom industries in India is not something new. On the contrary it is an 
industry cultivated from times iminciuonnl 

The vagaries of fashion m India have no doubt exercised a decisive influence 
on the expansion of the Indian handloom mdustnes None the less it has con¬ 
tinued to be the sheet anchor of the Indian people However great the mfluence 
of the western culture may be, it has remained an integral part of the Indian 
society for many reasons One of the reasons is that India is still a conservative 
country 

There are, however, some other difiBculties which discourage the expansion 
of such industries. In the first place, there is a lack of proper statistics; 
secondly, foreign competition tends to jeopardize the future of the Indian hand¬ 
loom, thirdly, the stepmotherly attitude of the Government of India in granting 
protection to the indigenous handloom industries But m this connection let 
me point out that the real bottleneck is the improper system of yarn distribu¬ 
tion to the mills and the handlooms The Government of India has never tried 
seriously to save the Indian handloom and the large rural population of India 
from the temble grip of pri\ation and famine In this connection it is remark¬ 
able that this war has created circumstances and contingencies which are dififr- 
ent from those of the last war The last war, T ni.iy say, was more favourable 
for the development of the Indian handloom industry than the present one. 
There are two reasons for it In the first place, during the last war yarn was 
a\ail.'ble from Japan which is not available this time Secondly, Indian 
manufacturing industries were not so developed as they are now Consequently 
it IS now inaccurate to say that the present w'ar has hit the Indian handloom 
weaver harder than Ihe last war 

I summanze the position I suggest that the share of handlooms should be 
determined not in terms of yam but m terms of cotton Out of six million bales 
of cotton which wo grow in this country every year, four millions should be 
reserved for cotton handlooms and one million should go to the textile mills 
Textile mills may be allowed to import long-staple cotton from Uganda and 
Egypt and in lieu of the increase of this import, we may allow one million bales 
to be exported to China That will be an equitable distribution Further I 
press that the only machinery for textile, which you are now introducing in this 
■countiy, should be spinning nulls and not weaving mills, and these mills should 
be installed in suitable places in all the provinces The Government has got a 
large number of shadow factories These factories may be utilized to locate 
yam factories 

Sir, I have done 

Mr. B. 0. Morrifl (Madras European) Mr President, Sir, the proposal 
compelling Cotton Textile Mills, which both weave and spin, to release a per- 
■centage of their yam for use of handlooms is, I think, quite impracticable Such 
mills have a very limited reeling capacity if they possess any at all, so that 
the proposal would not result m any increased delivery of yarn to handlooms 
If yam cannot be reeled it cannot be packed and delivered to weavers To the 
extent that the proposal might be practical, mill weavers would be thrown out 
of employment, and all those workers who would dye, bleaqh or finish mills 
cloth to the extent by which production is reduced. 

Sir, I should also point out that the price of handloom goods is uncontrolled, 
and that the proposal would merely reduce the amount of cloth released to the 
public at controlled prices It is well known that handloom cloth is being sold 
at exorbitant prices. 

The proposal, Sir, to prohibit totally the export of cloth and yam to countries 
■outside India is undesirable, because India expects to receive from most of 
these countries urgently needed supplies, e.g. wheat from Australia, rice from 
Burma and Siam. India is the only country to whom other eastern countries 
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may Jook in the immediate future for supplies of cotton textiles, and India 
cannot afford to take a selfish view and refuse to share what she has when she 
liL'iholt wants so much. Reasonable exports are certainly to India's present 
advantage. 

Sir, from a long term point of view India requires to develop an export trade 
particularly with the object of finding customers abroad for her short staple 
cotton in the form of coarse cloth and yam. 

Ir Is well known that there is a surplus of short staple cotton in Indio, which 
formerly was shipped largely to Japan, and from which Japan manufactured 
coarse cloth and yam for domestic and export sale. Under Post-War plans for 
the expansion of the Cotton Textile Industry in India, it is desirable that Indian 
Mills should have an export trade. The proposal would prevent Indian mills 
from developing their export market at a time when it is most favourable for 
them to do so 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) What I am surprised at is that my Honourable 
fnend who spoke last, naturally speaks in terms of his own country His 
country only produces coal and iron, and unless he exports that in exchange 
for goods from other countries, he cannot expect his country to live My diffi¬ 
culty IS that I have plenty of raw materials and I want more to export 'Pwo 
million handloom weavers are starving Though in his country he has to :)ffer 
inducements to bring forth children, it is not so in iny country, where in every 
family there is a minimum of 5 children. Two million handloom weavers, 
constituting families nearly of one crore persons, am not fully employed Most 
of them are half employed and many of them are absolutely unethployed My 
Honourable friend, and some of them who ara mill-owners, ask us to spin once 
more I have no objection Spinning must be introduced. But I say that the 
charka is unable to stand up ag.imst the giant machines from the west and there¬ 
fore in the contest it may go to the uall We uill have to practise that sooner 
or later, but for the jiresent spinning mills must be established. Therefore must 
be a halt to weaving mills Wo shall no more increase the number of weaving 
mills in this country My fnend is undertaking a suicidal yiohcy Before the 
war they were unable to compete with Japan or Tiancashire. They were pro¬ 
ducing .50 per cent of the go^s required m this country. Of the balance 50 
per cent , about 25 per cent was made by handlooms and the remainder 25 
per cent came from M«anchester They would rather allow Manchester or 
Japan to continue to import into our countri rather than allow indigenous hand- 
looms to produce clothing so that there may not be any unemployment 

Mr. Presidant: The Honourable Member can continue his speech a^ter Itmch. 

The Assembly then adjounied for Lunch till Half Past Tw’o of the Clock 

The Assembly reassembled after Lunch at Half Past Tw'o of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) m the Chair 

Sri M. AnanthRMyaiiRm Ayyangar: S r, I have said enough I support the 
motion 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh (Member for Industries and Supplies)' 
Sir, I shall not detain the House I have very little more to say. I think the 
discussion on the Resolution has been most valuable in focussing the limelight 
on one of the most important classes of the rural community and in underlining 
the need for developing rural industries up to the hilt 

As regards the complaints which we have heard and which I am sure are 
at least partly true, about maldistribution and about despatch of unsuitabla 
yarn to weaving centres, Government have taken note, and will take up with 
the Provinces any particular instances which are brought to notice 

On the question of exports, Sir, I would only like to add that what is now 
being allowed in the way of export of yam amounts to less than one-third of 
one per cent of the total consumption of yarn by handloom weavers in the 
country, and this very negligible amount goes to our neediest neighbours. 
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Tlie trend of the debate has shown that it is our duty In concentrate to the 
best of our endeavours in securing machinery for spinning yarn and I would like 
to assure the House and those who have spoken that (lOveiinnent put the 
greatest emphasis on this aspect of the import of spinning machinery and giva 
oiil\ M S( (pl.ici* fi> ll’e ini]>t)it of moie weaving in.U'lnnery 

On the remedy proposed in the llesolution, T cun only say that Government 
consider that the interests of the consniner must come first, even m advance 
of this very important rural class, whose interests we all have at heart There 
Is . 1 ' DM'iiill shoitage of \arn and merely to divert at the piescnt time more 
yarn from mills to handloom weavers would, 1 think, cause dislocation and a 
temporary falhng off m the production of cloth v/hich would be hard on the 
consumer at a time when there is an overall shortage of cloth, and p.ii tieiilarly 
it would bo hard on the poorer consumers What we propose to do is to con- 
centiate with the utmost speed on getting more spinning machinery I have at 
the present moment the Secretary of the Department in conference with the 
Textile Commissioner at Bombay, discussing how soon we can put in train 
really efToctive steps to get textile machinery I hope they will be huccessfiil 
If we are successful we will then have at the disposal of the handloom weavers 
a much greater amount of yarn than has been asked for in the Honourable 
Member’s Itcsolution and I hope we shall have the support of this House in 
all our efforts to got this machinery, and even if necessary, to go into the 
business ourselves particulaily on behalf of the handloom weavcis I do not 
think Government can adopt the rather drastic suggestion of robbing Peter to 
pay Paul by taking more yarn than we already take from the mills and get it 
into the hands of the hundloomcrs Our best hope lies in getting more spinning 
rnachmerv from abroad I would like to add that the consumption of cotton 
yarn by handlooms has been steadily going up m the last few years and it is 
becoming increasingly evident that the number of looms is outpacing the 
increase m the production of yam and the allotment of the yarn to the weavers. 
There could hardly bo this rapid increase in looms if there was not more am 
to feed them Handloom weavers are now getting on the average something 
like 85,000 bales a mouth of cotton yam, us compared with an average of 71,000 
bales per month in the ten years ending m 1939 That is a gemimo rise, though 
1 admit it 18 not a satisfactory nse, but I do not ih.nk we can improve the 
situation hiinply by sliifting more yam from the mills to the handloomers The 
real' necessity is more yarn and 1 hope we will be able to get it 1 would hko 
to assure the House that it will be the Government’s endcavoilr to do its best 
to get additional spinning machinery and get it into action as soon as possible. 

Mr. Fresideiit: The resolution is to be put to the House now 1 do not 
know what the position now is so far as the Honourable the Mover of the Kesolu- 
fion is concerned In view of what has been stated by the Honourable Member 
lor Goveinmciit, does the Hoiioiiiabic tlic Alovei wish me to put the resolution 
to the House 

Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang (East Pujab Muhammadan) I do, Sir. 

Mr. Fresideiit: There are now five amendments Amendments 2 and 3^ 
though numbered separately, w’ere moved ns one amendment by the Honourable 
Mr Ananthasaynnam Avvnngar Then there is the amendment of Mr Sasanka 
Sckliar Sanyul, one by Nawab Siddiqne Ah Khar and another by Prof Bnnga. 
T propose first ‘to put to the House the amendment of Mr Avyangar, No 2^ 
(1) and (2) on the agenda 
The question is 

t, “(1) That foi the words ati emeigeniy ordinance’ the following be eubstituted • 

'take immediate steps by legislation or otiierwisc for' 

(2) That at the end of the Resolution the following be added * 

'and with a view to facilitate the same prohibit all export of yam and cloth for trade 
purposes to enuntnes ontside India for a period of one year or until such time as it takes 
for this country to become self-sufficient, whichever ia earliqr'.'* 

The motion was adopted 
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jgT. President: The amendments of Mr San>al and Prof Itanya praoticaUv 
seem to bo the same execpt that there is a little difference. The first amend¬ 
ment says 

“and that steps be taken to so distnbute the released yams aa to cover the laigi'st 
number of haiidloom weavers' familiea '* 

Ptol. N. O. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadun Rural)* Tliat 
concerns, the dstribution of yarn, mine is different 

Mr. Present: I know, it is different 1 am just explaining what is m ni\ 
mind The other amendment says 

“and take other necessary steps to ensure adequate supplies of yarn to haiidlooms 
calculated to pr'< ide full and remuncrati\e employment to Inic one crore handloom ^^ea\el8 
of the tounry ’’ ^ 

Practically the one seems to be covered l>\ the other How can there be 
distribution unlesh there are supplies’ If thi‘ie .iie supplies, then of course 
the distribution must follow 

Prof. N. 6 . Ranga: The amendment of Mr Sanjul can follow mine Mine 
corncs first after Mr Nairang’s resolution In Afi X.iirang’s Resolution tluie 
is the phrase “the largest number of weavers" 

Mr. President: No The losolution merel\ mus “release at least one-tb rd 
of the yarn nianufaciiiied hv them for the use of Imndlooms" 

Prof. N. O Ranga: And tak<‘ othei st( ps to ^oe that tins yarn is distributed 
in the manner suggested by Mr Sainnl That is the idea 

Mr. President: My jioint is lh.it the amendment ^\h’ch speaks of enbunng 
adequate supplies caluclatcd to piovule full and remunerative empfoviiient etc , 
includes the distribution also. Does it not’ 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: No, lirst of all there is> the distiibution as between nulls 
and handloorns then there is the distribution as between district and district 
and between w'oavors and weavers m the same Histriet It is very common 
knowledge that these offiGcri> have been doing lots of mischief and bringing about 
black markets by distnbiiting yam m an arbitrary manner as between weaver 
and weaver and as between one district and another 

Mr. President: That is a matter for argument T am trying to confine my 
attention on the wording of the two amendments 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: You can say “Providing full employment to the 
weavers" The other words may be dre^ped 

Mr. President; How can that be done unless there is distribution? 

Prof. IT. O. Ranga: The first thing is you are evidently thinking of distribu¬ 
tion of yam between mills and handloorns 

Mr. Prefddent: No I am not thinking of that I am just trying to see as 
to how the two amendments me nuitually exclusive, thev do not appear to be 
so That is mv di/licult\ I am sorr\ I .am unable to convey my point of view’ 
to the Honourable Membei, but if he want^. I will put both the amendments— 
though I do not see how it can lie done Gne speaks of ensuring* adequate 
supplies 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: To all the weavers, and that will be a question of distri¬ 
bution of that \nrn , 

Mr. Preaidflnt: But how are the supplies to be dealt with if not distributed’ 
The amendment itself does not speak about the method of distribution. How¬ 
ever, I am afraid if the two parts are taken separately, as the Honourable 
Member suggests, then some further amendment may be necessary * 

Mr. Saaaoka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Divisions* Non-Muhammadan 
Rural)* If I have understood my honourable friend, he simplv follows up my 
amendment and makes it a little niose explicit. If you think there is difficulty 
in putting the two amendments together I .do not mind my amendment being 
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dropped, because supply carried with it the implication of distribution aiiv 
distribution over a large number it weavers is what I also wont. 

Hr. Fresideat: Then I shall put Mr Itanga's amendment, and 1 take it from 
what the Honourable Member said that, ho also agrees that his amendment la 
covered by Professor Itanga's I will therefore put Prof Itanga’s amendment. 
The question is. 

“That at the end of the Resolution the followmg be added 

‘and take other necessary steps to ensure adequate supplies of yarn to handlooms 
calculated to provide full and remunerative employment to the one crore handloom weavera 
of the country’.’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: I now put to the House the "amended Besoluticm of the 
Honourable Member, Mr Nairaiig 

“That this Assembly reoemmends to the Governor General in 'Council to take immediate 
steps by lo gmUfann or otherwise for compelling cotton textile mills to release at least one- 
third of the yarn manufactured by them for the use of handlooms, and with a view to 
fdiihtdte tlie same, prohibit all export of yam and cloth for trade purposes to countries 
outside Indu for a period of one jear or until such time as it takes for this country "to- 
become self suffitieiit, whichever is earlier, and take other necessary ateps to ensure adequate 
supplits of yarn to handlooms calculated to provide full and remunerative employment to 
the one trore handloom weaveia of the country ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

UKSOl.UTTOV HE ItELEASE OE INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY MEN AND 
POIJTIOAL PHTSONERS 

Faadit Oovind MsUiviya (Allahabad and Jhaiisi Divisions Nou-Muhamma- 
dau Rural) Sir, I beg to move — 

“That m view of the universal expression of public opinion throughout the country in 
the matter, this Asisimbly recommends to the Governor General in Council to give up the 
trials of the oflicers of tlie Indian National Army and to release immediately ^ men and 
officers of the Indian National Army as well as all other political prisoners under detention 
or imprisonment ’’ 

Haji AMu 8 Sattar Hap l a h a q Setb (West Coast and Nilgns Muhamnui- 
dan) Sir, I want to raise a point or order on this Resolution may I raise it 
now 01 later on'/ 

Mr. Freaident: Let the amendmentR be moved 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Idiaq Seth: Is he going to speak on the Resolution 
now 

Mr. President: He will make his mbroductory speech, and then at the end, 
according to the practice of the House, as 1 am told, he will say “ 1 move". 
Then the amendments will be put before the House and then I wull consider the 
Honourable Member's point 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Uhaq Seth: I am on the pomt of the admissibility 
of the Resolution 

Pandits Govind Malaviya: Sir, I am not very happy m having to bring forward 
this Resolution beiore ths House This Assembly was constituted by an Act 
passed in 1910 it should therefore be an antiquated affair But the times have 
changed, and while this Assembly still happens to be governed by the Act of 
1919, the sp'’'itiof t^s country and of its people is very different from what it 
used to bo • lliose days The country no more believes in resolutions and 
petitions 'I lie country does not look to the Government, which happens to be 
functioning in this land today, to protect the rights of its citizens and to uphold 
ithe honour i.‘ its men and women The country therefore will neither appre¬ 
ciate nor understand that Members of this House who happen to come here 
as the result of a popular vote, should ask the Government which unfortunately 
is in power m this country today, to do things which thev think should be done 
And yet, as we are governed by that Act, there is no other course for us. 
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Therefore before I proceed further, I should like to express my regret, almost 
my apology, to my countrymen for almost the insult that 1 offer them by ask ng 
Government, with the record that the present Government has, to releat>e 
its patriotic sous and daughters who have made it the rule of their life to suffer 
for their convictions and to put up with alf troubles, and imprisonment and 
detention and what not, for the sake of the liberation of this country But, 

Sir, if there is this gloomy aspect to it, there is another aspect which is a little 
more hopeful and that is that if the times have changed that change has not 
'left the Government Benches here and the Government m England altogether 
unaffected. The Act of 1919 came os a result of the well known declaration of 
the 17th of August 1917 In those days, a Secretary of State, Rfr E. S. 
Montague, who dared to make a declaration even m that halting manner could 
not remain long on the Treasury Benches in England As compared with that, 
now we have declarations by successive Prime Ministers of England We have 
now repeated declarations by every Secretary of State for India Wo have had. 
declarations by the Viceroy of India, and we have had other declarations and 
Statements which have protested that the policy of the British Government is 
, to make India free Therefore I said that these are hopeful signs tliat though 
we happen to be governed by an Act which was passed in 1919, Government 
Benches will look upon things in the spirit of today. 

There has been another hopeful feature also the attitude of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-(lhief in commuting the sentences of death which had been- 
passed by Courts Alartial against three officers of the I N.A , who are today the 
star heroes of this land I wish respectfully to offer my congratulations to the 
Commander-in-Chief on that far sighted action I should like,to bracket with 
him in that congratulation the Viceroy of India, Lord Wavell also. That one 
act, all the rniwe remarkable for its rarity, by its realistic appreciation of the 
situation, does kindle in our minds a spark of hope, that after all. Government 
might take a sane and a practical view of things Unfortunately, there have 
been a number of omens, ill omens, against that hope There is the attitude of the 
Government regarding Indonesia There was the attitude of the Government 
with regard to the election of the President of this House There was the 
attitude of the Government v\ith regard to the police firings iii Bombay and m 
various other parts of the country There is the attitude of the Government 
with regard to the students. Two days ago read that the Govemmeni are 
going to |)ost Indian troops also m Japan for the occupation of that Island and, 
of toiirsc, without any consultation wdth the leaders of this country and without 
caring as to what the reactions of the people wdll be to that These things do 
not help to foster that hope a^d yet I wish to hope, that His Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chief and the Field Marilhnl Vicorov of India will adopt a 
liberal policy m these matters I hope. Sir, they will not be carried away by 
their advisers and their “wsll-served India” colleagues of the Viceroy’s Council 
as his Excellency called them. I hope they will be able to 
read the signs of the time, and they will be able to respect the wishes of the 
country, and they will be able to do what is actually expected of them at this 
moment For that reason and m that hope, f put this Besolution before this 
House 

Sir, I am not one of those who are unduly unnerved by the mere fact of 
uirests and detentions, of troubles and sacrifices, or of even firings and hangings 
We have grown used to all that in this country We know that that is the 
price we have to pay for freedom T know that everv single one of those brave 
men who formed the I N A., and every one of those brave patriots who are 
rotting in the jails of India, would feel unhappy that anv one of their own 
should stand on their behalf to ask for their release, to ask for any leniency 
towards them, to ask for any clemency or amnesty for them until their goal had 
been achieved. Still, I bring forward this Resolution, as a Member of this 
House who on the first day to<* the oath of allegiance to the King Emperor 
and undertook to discharge his duties faithfully as a member of this Houm. i 
feel, Sir that it is the duty of the Members of this House to put before the 
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Government the view point of the csountry with regard to this matter We 
represent certain constituencies If on any particular matter of pubnc importance 
a certain view prevails in the ccmslituoncy, it is part of our duty to bring the 
matter up before this House I do it ut that spirit 1 hope the Government 
will be able to sec the wisdom of the course which we advocate. If they do so, 
they shall really bo doing something which will bo helping them and will be nr 
their own interest I hope tlierefoie, Sir, that they will bo able to rise equal 
to the occasion and take a sane view of things 

Coming to the liesoliition, it can be divided into three parts The first 
relates to the trials of the I N A oflioers and men The second lelales to 
the release of the I N A officers and men and the third part to the political 
piisoneis and detenus m this count!Ifofore I proceed any fuither I should 
like to mention, Sir, that 1 am most happ,> ut the amendment of which my 
friend Mr Sanyal has given notice 1 do wish that the oases of those who 
are outside India should also be included m the scope of this Hcsolution 
Similarly, bcfoiu I pioceod an\ fuither, 1 should like to include m the scope oJ , 
this Besolution not only the prisoners who are rottmg in the jails m Ind a and the 
detenus, but also those who on account of an^ action of the Government or 
their ordeis, have got to live under ground and have to carry on their woik aiul 
their activities and their duties, as their light directs them, without being able 
to function like noimal pci sons in society f wish to include evervone of them 
Also m the scope of in\ lesolution ' 

I will now come, ISn, to the first pait, namely, the trials The Goveimnent 
has already had some of these trials and their effect m tlie oountrv 
18 w'oll-known The merits of the case, which has now been comp¬ 
leted, are there before'the whole world It is possible for me, it is possible 
for anyone, to go into these and to show up step by step why these trials 
should never have taken place But I shall not do that I shall try to take 
an uncontroversiul lino 

The basic difficulty about this matter is that in the very nature of tilings 
the view-points of Great Britain and of India are bound to bo diffeient 1 do 
not deny that from the point of view of England, m the circumstances of the 
time, those who should have taken up arms against England, irrespective of 
their motive, should have been regarded as England’s enemy I am nut 
unaware of the wTitings in the English press, which has called these fine 
patriots Quislings and similar names T hove no quarrel with that beuause 1 
can understand the British view-pouit about it But what I wish to subm t 
is that the matter is one which relates to India, it relates to people who belong 
to India, and it relates to operations which coneerned India The tiials have 
been held and are being held and, m case they are still persisted in, wull be 
held in India They are affecting the jieople of India and therefore, the view¬ 
point of India should find the uppermost consideration in this matter And 
Sir, in the view of India, these men and officers of the I N A hove become 
heroes Have w'c had before, at any time, that universal and wild expression 
of joy, of admiration, of love and of esteem winch reverberated throughout the 
length and breadth of this land on the question of the Indian Nat'onal Army ? 
It has been unprecedented That is the view point which India has in that 
matter How can you blind yourselves to it^ T know [ cannot possibly have 
all the time that ip needed to sav all that one would like to say about it It 
is, therefore, not possible for me to go into the details of this' matter But, 
during the first and subsequent court martial trials, it has been argued out most 
ably and, if I may say so. most conclusively, that it was the motive of these 
which should be the most important consideration m the whole case 
With the motive, with the spirit, with the attitude and actually with the 
course whiim the I N A adopted, there could be nothing which would appear 
more absurd to the people of this country—will not use any stronger word— 
than that they should be regarded either as criminals or traitors or as people 
who were guilty of any dereliction of duty 
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The Government have said that they would between those of 

the 1.N A. wi\oi have been guiUy of brutality and the rest. If I read arijo^t, 
their intention seems to be—^the aidication comes also from the noiioe of the 
Hiuendment which we find tabled m the name of the Honourable the War 
Secretary—that out of the I N.A men those are gomg to be picked out for 
punishment who, might be alleged to have been guilty of brutality. It is a 
tunny thing, for this Government, Sir^ to talk of brutakty Brutality can be 
ot different types; but, I can think of no type of brutality, the guilt of which 
does not lie writ on the forehead if this Government during the past 200 }ears. 

And that guilt is not merely of the past. As daj follows day and as mcident 
follows incident, the people of my country are face to face with brutality after 
i>rutahty, which is sometimes severe, sometimes light, sometimes harsh and 
sometimes unimaginable which is being perpetrated in one part of the country 
or the other 1 am not* indulging in platitudes We are prepared to take any 
lueiiiber of this Government, or anybody from outside, who wishes to come, 
to the inner parts of the country and show him how the hirelings of this immoral 
Govemiiioiit—1 call it immoral because there can bo nothing more unmoral m 
this world than to dominate over another country without its consent—are 
haltissing and oppressing my people ui different partB of the country m matters, 
small and large, with a brutalitv which is difficult to imagine For such a 
Government to complain of brutahty against people w ho were on a field of bat^e 
and who had put their lives in the palm for the hberstion of their motheelandik 
who were face to face with machine guns and bombs and aeroplanes and whal 
not. for this Government, to talk of brutality about them. Sir, is, aa I said, 
funny. But, Sir at the moment, this Government is the top dog apd being the 
top dog, other dogs might bark, we might say what we will, ere might feel as 
we might, but the Government can always have theur way so long as they are 
there, and, therefore, right or wrong, it is open to them today to say that they 
will persist that so and so and so and so were guilty of brut^ity and tiierefore 
they shall be dealt with in a particular manner Even then, I submit that the 
evidence that has been adduced before the various trials that have taken place 
so far, if it is carefully looked into. I do not wish to refer to any matter which 
might be sub judice, I am only saying what the general impression of the people 
about that evidence is, the evidence does not disclose a definite, certain, un¬ 
challengeable case, a case free from doubt, that brutality was practised lliere- 
fore, I would ask the Government not to persist m their stand behmd that one 
small word. I suggest it will be unwise on their part to leb matters stick on 
account of that one word and say that some men were going to be singled out 
for brutality. 

1 hope. Sir, the Government will realise that the greatest blunder which 
could have been committed from the pomt of view of Great Britiun was that 
they should ever have started these trials. That is a patent fact and I shall not 
labour the point, because everybody is saymg it and everybody is realising it. 

T hope the Govenupent will be able to respect the opinion which has been 
expressed throughout the country. I base my plea upon non-controversial 
ground, upon unchallengeable ground, and that is that from one end of the 
country to the other there hag been unanimous expression of opinion against 
these trials 4^man4ing that they should be given up Hie Government will be 
losing, nothing by responding tp that expressam of public opinion an4 I hope 
they willi have the wiadnm to do it I am tempted to refer to some other parts 
of the world, I am tempted to refer to the Free French Forces under General 
De Gaulle which were raised for the liberation of Friince. I am tempM to refw 
to the Polish Exilp Government which lived and worked from London G^ere 
were several others The world knows all that Tf England could foster,’ 
support, utilize and honour those who were working against a Government 
established in their own CQuntry by their own countrymen, then, hqw dare 
they condemn the I.N.A., a similar group of patriots in exile, 
who wished to liberate their motherland frenn the clutches of a foreign yule 
I thipk. Sir, mipe is a case ^kiph is so patent that it does not need mudk 
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arguing 1 therefore hope that the Governiiient uill not bo blind to the need 
of the hour and will drop these trials 

Then 1 come to the 1 N A perhoniiel. The first thmg 1 should hlte to 
enc^uire is wlij tlieic should he all this “Top Secret” attitude about the men 
After all, \\liate\er had to happen has happened, liic episode is over, you have 
noiv got the men under \our lock and ke\ \\lu all this soyrecy about them? 
Why oieate a m^sterv about them Looked at from the Government point of 
vjen, it does not really help them It enables people to imagine things about 
the \rhole affair which may not Lc true I thcrefoie ask, why all this secrecy 
about it^ Why not give ua figuies*’ \Vh\ not give us details as to where these 
men arc, how the^ aie, how maii\ of them .ire there, how they nic being dealt 
with and what is going to he done to them? That would clarify the situation. 
It would be as much in the interest of the Government as of anybody else 

Prof. N. G. Sanga (Gimtur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural) Let 
the Government release them and be done with it. 

Pandit Oovind Malavlya: I agree^ but, if it takes time for that wisdom'to 
dawn upon them, let them improve upon the situation by telling us how things 
are, because it is not easy for us to find out accurately and reliably as to where 
they arc .ind how niuny ot them arc there Our reports are that there are 3,778 
of them m Jiggargacha camp Our reports arc that—there are two reports— 
one, that there are of them, the second, that there are 1,203 of them in 

the Bahudurgarh camp The Secretary of the Punjab Provincial Congress 
Committee tells mo that there are about 7,000 or 8,000 of them m the various 
camps of the Punjab I suppose these two are mcluded m them The Secre¬ 
tary of the U P Provinciial Congress Committee tells me that there are about 
2,330 of them m the U P We have other details To go into all of them will 
not have much bearmg upon what I am going to say, because whether they are 
only one or whether they are lakhs, that is not the point Whatever be their 
numbers, it is wrong to keep them m detention They should be forthwith 
released. 

Sir, regarding the treatment which is being meted out to them, I should 
have liked to go mto that also But, 1 know that my tune is limited and 
therefore, 1 would leave it to my other nonourahle fellow Members to brmg 
that before you All I would say is that though the Government said that 
these men were to be treated as "Recovered Prisoners of War”, which I believe 
is the same thmg as "Indian Officers Under Arrest”, the treatment which is 
being meted out to them is of a very different nature In the Bahadurgarh 
oamp they are not allowed to have any mterviews whatsoever They are not 
allowed any newspaper except the Statesman Many of the undertrials even 
are not allowed to receive the eatables or food that their friends and relations 
bring to them There are other small troubles and pin pneks which I hope the 
Government will look into But there ore other more serious things The 
Government said they would prosecute or punish only those who \yere guilty 
of brutality We find that there are a number of people —1 can give the names 
of some of them, who had been charged only with the offence of waging war 
against the King, who have actually been hanged For instance, Chattar Singh, 
a Sikh youth of the Punjab, Nazar Singh, Hazara Singh, Bal Bahadur Thapa, 
Kesri Chand Sharma, Naik Jogindar Singh, Naik Guroharan Singh,—these 
have been hanged There have been many others also That is the informa¬ 
tion we have Then, there are others who have been sentenced to transporta¬ 
tion for life An old man of fifty named S M Chopra, B G Gowd, Shiv 
^Charan Singh, and others have been sentenced to transportation for life, 
though they also had been charged only with waging war against the King 
Chopra and these other men have been placed in the ‘C’ class The other day 
T heard the Honourable the Home Member saying something about conditions 
in jails I do not know if the Home Member would like to have some experience 
of these places as we have had so many times in our lives. We know what it 
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means to be a ‘C’ class pnsoner and, I ask, if it is true that you said that these 
people would be treated as Indian officers under arrest, I ask, why then should 
they be put in'C’ class and why should they be treated as if the^ were not 
human beings. S. M. Chopra, I understand, is a man who is 50 years old He 
comes from a high family but is confined in ‘C’ class I understand that all 
the 24 hours, day after day and week after week and month after month th’s 
old man has to remain in shackles I wish the War Secretary and the Home 
Member w'ould put shackles on their wrists and feet 24 hours and see what it 
mo.iii!s, then they would not like to put them on any one else again I hope that 
these things will be looked into and, if found correct, null be righted 

Then lot us look at the whole question of these prisoners from the goiieral 
point of view What did they do’ What were the f ircumstances in which they 
formed this National Army* or joined it’ The whole world now' knows the 
details and I want to lake as little time as pos«iible Therefori' 1 will only put 
a question and ask every one m this H mse lo put his hand on his heart and 
tell me what he would have done in those circumst.inces, as a i an of honour, 
if his country had been in the condition in which the country of these joung 
njen is I will speak for myself 

Ur, President: The Honourable Member will pli" »• note that he has almost 
reached his time limit 

Pandit Qovind Malaviya I will say. Sir, wh<it I would have done and what, 

I believe, every honourable man in this country w'ouFd h.ive done, we would 
have done what the I N A people did Are you, then, justified in treating 
these men as criminals’ Are you doing .i wise thing in exasperatmg this country 
by keepmg behind the prison bars these men whom the country looks upon as 
heroes and martvrs? What do jou gam bj it’ Your war is over, there is no 
emergency, there is no danger. What is the benefit that you are going to 
derive by continuing to keep these men m detention? If you have any sense— 
leave alone any question of justice and generosity—^you should change >our 
policy. And these men are not ordinary people In 1044—I am not talking of 
1942—they had won over the whole of Kohima and Tmphal They had pushed 
back the 4th Indian Corps six to seven hundred miles They had surrounded 
them and it was m the air that the British Commander signalled to his head¬ 
quarters asking for permission to surrender to the I N A Such were these brave 
people They could do all that with all the handicaps and odds in their way 
If only God had willed it a little otherwise, if these people had not been so 
terribly short of arms and ammunition, of provisions and equipment, I believe, 
they would have reached this country. And, if thev had come to this country, 
I have no hesitation m saying, I am proud to say, that I believe every one in 
this land, man, woman and child would have stood up behind these men, as 
distinct from the Japanese,, and imder their lead would have liberated this land 
and turned the British out The fact that they failed does not matter It is 
the effort, it is the earnestness, it is the outlook, it is the motive, which matter 
m life, and all honour and glory to them, therefore, for having taken the step 
that they did. That is how this country looks upon them. You claim to be the 
Government in this country. 

Baba Bam Narayan Sing^ (Chota Nagpur Division* Non-Muhammadan)- 
No, they are not. 

Paadit OoViBd Halavlya: I knew they are not, but they make that claim 
I ask you, Sir, whether we cannot expect that, if for nothing* else, at least for 
the sake of what they say, viz , that they are the Government of India, they 
would respect the wishes of India in this matter and release all these men? 

Sir, I will now come to the last part of my Besolution which relates 
political prisoners As I said, the scope of my Resolution should be allowed 
to include people who are underground also I should also like to repeat. Sir, 
fhat I do not ask for any mercy, for any clemency for these brave men who 
are rotting in the jails of India or are under detention. I know they will feel 
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angry, they will not be happy, if any one of them asked for any favour or 
olemency or leniency for them so long as the goal is not achieved. I 
only say this I know nij time is limited and I will therefore finish as quicklv 
as possible 1 will only sa^ this that so long us men like Jai Prakash Naram 
and Achyut Ptitwardhaii, ^o long us men like 13aba Hagliav Dus and Shibban 
Lai Saxcna, so 'ong as men like Ham Manohar Lohuv and Satya Hanjan Bakshi 
and so long as men like Jogesh Chatterji and Sardul Singh are not allowed to 
be flee to fake then rightful and natural place in the life of the country, bo 
long, .ill that talk .ibout eo-operation and gooii-wiU which this Government or 
the (io\eminent m England or any one else inighr indulge in, is not only 
futile but is also puerile Sir, these men, e.ich one of them, would be the 
piide of any country and I hope the position of lq\e, admiration, and esteem 
which thev have earned in the hearts of the people of this country is not lost 
on (io\eminent The figures which the Honourab’e the Home Member gave us 
about them on another ociasion are not correct The wearer best knows where 
the hlioe pinches I do not wish to charge the Home Member with deh- 
beratc'ly giving us wrong information, he is probably not likely to know much 
about the provinces In every town and every village people are hauled up 
for their political activities and chalaaned and tried and sentenced under the 
ordinary criminal laws of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code 
And they are not classified as political prisoners, they are thrust into the jails 
to lot like beasts with the ordmaiy criminals T believe the Home Member 
does not know about these things 

An Hcmoimble Kember: He should know 

Pandit Oovind Malaviya: There are several other things The Honourable 
the Home Member’s figures .ire not dependable The Secretary of the United 
Provinces Provincial Congress Committee tells me that m the United Provinces 
alone theio are more than seven hundred of these prisoners today The figure 
which the Honourable the Homo Member gave for the whole of India was less 
than this f shall leave the details for others 

1 blioiild, however, like to refer to one point which has often been raised 
and which the Home Meinbei was raising the other day .ilso in this House 
with reg.ird to uii .nljournmont motion, namolv, the question of violence oi 
otheiwise He said he had gone to meet Mr Jai Prakash Naram etc and 
fo find out what their views were about violence This is a very sciious thing 
If I had time I would h.ive dealt with it properly, I can not do so now—but, 
Sir, it IS an awful thing, it is un entirc'y new thing in liistory that we should 
begin to distinguish between the political prisoner who has done something 
whicdi WHS violent and a political prisoner who has done something which was 
not violeid From the beginning of history there have been political offenders, 
there have been agitatois, there have been revolutionaries, there have been 
assassins, and what not Sir, nobody ever asked as to w'hat actually they 
had done It was their motive, it was the purpose for which they actedi 
which determined that they were political prisoners It is a most unfortu¬ 
nate and regrettable tragedy that m this country during the Oandhi-Irwin 
negotiations, for the first time in history, the Congress countenanced that 
distinction of political prisoners guilty of violence or otherwise. But, Sir, it 
IS wrong, and it is even more wrong for this Government to take that plea. 
With their vary existence, every minute of their existence being dependent 
upon the most unmitigated violence, this Government cannot have the face 
to raise that plea. But, Sir, I would go further and say that it would be 
wrong for Mahatma Gandhi himself to take that plea Mahatma Gandhi is 
,not an ordmary man; he has given the greatest gift of this age to mankind— 
his non-violence. The future hope of the world depend on that alone. I 
believe. Sir,—If you will permit me another two or three minutes I shall 
finish— . . 

Mr. President: Two minutes, each consisting of sixty seconds only 
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pandit Oovlnd XalATiyn: I am very sorry I have taken more time than 
I should have As I have said, we believe in non-violence That is our 
fiutli, religion and policy I believe, that India’s freedom, to be permanent, 
must be won through non-violence alone But, in spite of all that we cannot 
posbihly agree to a differentiation betweein a man who has been guilty of 
vio'ence as a political prisoner and another I hope that distinction will not 
l)C made 

1 shall not go into the condition of these prisoneis at present I will onh 
refer to the hungerstrike that is going on at different places J hope the 
Government is not deaf and blind in that matter 

An Honourable Member: They are 

Pandit Gkwind Malaviya: In these luls we havt lived ott and on during 
the last 2.J years It is not merely the physii al disiomfoit which matters 
it IS the inso'ence, it is the n.ipudonie of the ].iii staff in c’uirge of whpii 
the piisoners are The late 1{ S I'undit, i ly ehlor brother, liunia Kan 
>Julaviya, and Chnndrabhul Jauliau. and Khedan i,al laith Xfumbers of thi 
House died as a result of the shocks they had in ni'l 

Mr. President: Honourable Member will remember Ins tiini limit 

Pandit Oovmd Malaviya: M\ time is up T will on’y su\ that if inis Go\- 
ernmuiit wants tliat there should he peace and goodwill in this country, if 
this (ioverninent w’auts that people should believe that they really want to 
do something which may be good, the only course open to tnem is* to accept 
this llcsolution and to .let accordingly 

Sii, 1 have done But it you wdl permit rne, I shall say only one woid 
to the members of th's Hou'<o If the amendments which have been given 
notice of are an indication of what is to come from the members of the 
Muslim League Party m this House, I would appeal to them with folded 
hands not to let small considerations deflect thorn from the path of dut\ 
They sit here as the custodians of the safety and the liberty and the honour 
of everyone of oui people I^et them not allow it to be recorded m history 
that there was a single elected Member m India today, in the days of 
February, 1046, who voted for the detention of innocent people, people against 
whom no charge has been levelled, people who hav’ not been found guilt^ of 
any offence, people who have sacrificed their lives and their all for the good 
of the whole of the country and irrespective of caste, creed or communitv I 
hope they will rise equal to the occasion Sir, I beg to commend my Reso¬ 
lution for the acceptance of this House. 

Mr. President: Resolution moved. 

"That in view of the anhereal expreuion of public opinion throughout the country in 
in the mattei, thia Aeeembly recommenda to the Oovemor General in Council to give up- 
the trials of the oIRcere of the Indian National Army and to release immediately all men 
and officers of the Indian National Army as well as all othSr political prisoners under 
detention or impnsnunent.’’ 

Haji Abdus Sattar Eaji lidiaq Seth: Sir, I rise to a point of order I 
want to make it quite clear that the first part of the Resolution has my 
fullest sympathy, but the rules of procedure laid down have to be considered 
and I am raising this point In the proviso to Standing Order No 59 (on 
page 162 of the old manual) . . • 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Saoyal (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan 
Rural)' Is the Honourable Member in order to refer to old rules in this new 
Assembly? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is referring to the old edition 
the Manual of Business Prooedurer. 

Bali Abddk Sittar Bali lUiaq Seth* That proviso clearly lays down that a 
Besolution "shall be clearly and precisely expressed and shall raise substan- 
tiaRy one definite issue". I maintain that the Besoluiaon should raise only 
one definite issfie. Rate in this Besotutioh two separate issues have been 
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raised. I want your ruling whether this is admissible The resolution deals 
with the I N A.—that is one issue—^and political prisoners, under detention 
or imprisonment, which is another 1 mumtam, Sir, that both these caiiiiot 
be dealt with in the same Hesolution 

Satdar Mangal Sin^ (East Punjab Sikh) Standing Order 60 

Mr. President: What 18 it that the Honourable Member wishes to say'^ 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Tins objection is too late It is for the Honourable 
the President to admit the llesolutioii It has been admitted Now this point 
euiiiiot be raised Standing Order (50 ’ays it down 

Dr. Sir Zia ITddln Ahmad (United J^roviuces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Itiiral) But not against the Standing Orders 

Sardar Mangal Singh: The Piesident has already decided 

Haji Abdua Sattar Haji Ishaq Sefen: May I be permitted to say this. In 
this House very often these questions have been raised after the resolution 
has been admitted by the President and these objections have been upheld! 

SJt. N. V. CtadgU (Bombay Central Division. Non-Muhammadan Bural) 
Apart from the fact that it has been admitted by you there is one issue 
nnolved whether the man is under trial, detained or imprisoned, the common 
fact is that he has been deprived of his liberty The substantial issue is 
that several people have been deprived of their liberty and on that public 
opinion has expressed itself strongly No man should be deprived of his 
liberty 

Mr. President: As regards the point of Standing Order 60 I do not think 
I need go mto that technicality just at present In a way, personally, I 
should welcome an opportunity of having some views on any decision I take 
so that I may get guidance for the future. It docs not mean that my rulings 
ire open to discussion m this House but I get an opportunity for reconsider- 
ng any ruling for the future In case I once decide a partieu’ar resolution 
IS admissible, 1 do not think I should bar discussion on its admissibility 
beiause of Standing Order 60 Msmbers may express their opinions That 
disposes of the technical pomt raised 

As regards the other matter which the Honourable Member has raised, 
there is here one issue in view of the preamble to the Resolution One issue 
may consist of several matters which may be illustratii e, or one issue may 
live rwe to many matters Liooking into the substance of the thing, as it 
appeals to me, the purport of the Resolution seems to be to convev that the 
3oiintry has iiniversa’ly expressed a particular view with reference to the 
tie.itment of political prisoners, whether thev are I N A or other prisoners, it 
loes not matter The view seems to be to recommend to the Government 
certain things which the public in the country desire the Goieminent to do, 
particularly in mcw of the constitutional changes that are being talked about 
Taking that into consideration, the issue seems to be that Government should 
so net as to appease jiiihlic opinion and see that nothing rem.sins undone for 
the peaceful settlement of the big issues before the country That seems to 
be the one issue to me It is all a question of interpretation If one were 
to divide Ihe issue one can say that there are separate matters To my 
mind the point bf ordei docs not hold 

T wiM now call upon Honourable Members who have tabled amendments 
to move tbcMi 

^ Nawab Slddique Ali Khan (Central Provinces and Berar Muhammadan) 
Sir 7 move 

‘ That for the oiigmal loxoliitinn thie followinir bo onbstitnted 

•'riiat in view of the apooial circumstanoea under which most of the personnel of the 
Induin National Amiy joined it and in view of the nohev laid down hv the Govp'nment 
ami the action taken bv the Coromander-m Chief in ilcnlms with the sentences passed by 
the Court Martial, this Assembly recommends to thp Ooyernor General in Conncil to release 
all officers and men of the I N A whether under detention or under triar ’’ 
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Mr. President: Amendment moved 

‘ That for tlie original resolution the following be substituted . 

'Ihnt in view of the special Lircumstanccs under which most of the personnel of the 
Indian National Army joined it and in view of the policy laid down by the (jovernm nt 
and the action taken by the Coinmander-in-Chief in dealing with the sentences passed by 
the Coiiit hlaitial, this Assembly recommends to the Goiernor General in Council to iclease 
all oflicers and men of the I N A whether under detention or under trial’ ” 

Mr. P. Mason (Goicnirnent of India Nominated Official) Sir, I move 

' That to the Resolution which the amendment proposed by Nawab Siddique Ah Khan 
seeks to substitute for the original resolution tlie words ‘except those charged with 
bi iitality’ be added at the end ” 

Mr. President: Amendment to the amendment moved 

' That to the Resolution whieh the amendment proposed by Nawab Siddiquc Ah Khan 
seeks to substitute foi the original rcsululion the woids 'except those cbaiged with 
biutahty’ be added at the end " 

Haji Abdus Ssttar Ea]i Ishaq Seth: Sip, I move 

‘ That the words ‘as well as all other jiohtical prisoneis under detention or imprison¬ 
ment’ occurring at the end of the Resolution be omitterl ” 

Mr. President: Amendment moved 

“That the words ‘as well aa all other political pnsone's under detention or imprison¬ 
ment’ occurring at the end of the Resolution be omitted ” 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Sir. 1 move 

‘That at the end of the Resolution the following be added . 

‘and further recommends to the Governor General in Council to persuade His Majesty’s 
Go\ernment in England to secure the release of such men and officers of the Indian 
National Army and such other prisoners outside India and to secure their repatriation 
foithwith’" 

Mr. Presldeiit: Amendment moved 

“That at the end of the Resolution the foUowiQg be added 

‘and further recommends to the Governor General in Council to persuade His Majesty’s 
Government in England to secure the release of such men and officers of the Indian 
National Army and such other prisoners outside India and to secure their repatriation 
foithwith’ ^ 

Hawftb Biddique All Xtaan: The Hesolution which I wish to be substituted 
in place of the Jlesolutioii moved by my Honourable friend, Mr Malaviya 
refers to three things. (1) the policy of the Government of India regarding 
the Indian National Army trial (2) the attitude of His Excel!enc\ the Com- 
mnnder-in-Chief in compiutuig the death sentences passed by Gourt Martial 
and (.S) immediate release of the officers and men of the Indian National 
Army 

Sir, the policy ns declared by the Government of India is that oii’y those 
people should be tried who have committed heinous offences His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief as the head of the Indian Army has released Captain 
Shah Nawaz and others who were convicted Sir, one will surely be justified 
in questioning the advisability of pn»ecuting these men, getting them convict¬ 
ed and then releasing them afterwards. Sir, no doubt it is beyond one's 
comprehension as to why this enormous expenditure was incurred on the trial 
and why this farce is being enacted at the cost of the taxpayers Mr Presi¬ 
dent, in the good old days, Hindu and Muslim warriors used to believe that 
death on the battlefield was a matter of glory and pride, but, Sir, in the 
twentieth century, war strategy has altogether changed and the new war 
strategy lays down that retreat is the best part of valour and "according to this 
new war strategv the British Army and the army personnel deserted their 
fellow-Indian soldiers in Singapore and Burma Thus these unfortunate people 
were ’eft undefended and unoared for In the circumstances there was no 
other alternative for them than to lay down their arms before their conquerort 
or to join the new army which was in making As you know, this armv is 
popularly known as the Indian National Army Mr President, the evidence 
which was recorded during the court martial trial disclosed^ that Capt 
Burhanuddin had advised Muslim soldiers to j’oin the Indian National Army in 
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order that they may be saved the illtreatment at the hands of the Japanese. 
Capt Abdur llashid also stated—here 1 am sure my Honourub'e friends will 
not agree with his views—that if India is conquered there was every possibi¬ 
lity that Hindu liaj would be established instead of British liaj (Interrup¬ 
tion ) I have alieady stated that my Honourable friends sitting on iny right 
will not agree with the Mew but that it» his statement which cannot be 
challenged by anybody here Sir, some people are said to have joined the 
I KA with a view' to conquer India and restore that status and position 
which it enjoyed before the advent of the East India Company The rea-'Ons 
for joining the Indian National Army may be various Some people inav 
shout, as some people had done m this very Hotise, “Jai Hind” and some 
may shout “Pakistan Zindabad” 

An Honourable Member; Did unybodv shout “Pakistan Zindabad” in the 
I N Af 

Mr. President: Order, order Let the Honourable Member proceed , 

Nawab Siddique Ali Khan: But tlie fact remains that the Mushiiis and 
Hindus desired to shake off this forced hunnliuting foreign subjection Sir, 
it IS true that the two paths which lead to freedom are quite diffcieiit fiom 
each other One is Pakistan and the other is Hindustan 

Mr. President: Order, order Will the Honourable Member take more 
than five minutes? 

Hawab Siddique AU Khan: No, Sir 

Mr. President: I do not w'ant to put any tune limit Then the Honourable 
Member may so adjust his speech as to make a point therein cover ti\e 
minutes 

Hawab Siddique Ali Khan: The formation of the l.N A and the I N A, 
trials conclusively proved that Hindus and Muslims wish to be free from the 
bondage of slavery’ Our iiilers should take a lesson from this that we are 
determined either with a united front or without a united front to fight and 
win the battle of freedom 

Sir, I do not plead for mercy for the I N A men as my Honourable 
fnend Mr Ma'aviya has done, because I do not think that they have com¬ 
mitted any offence. In my opinion they are innocent and most oppressed 
people Our heartfelt sympathies go to them Mr President, I demand as 
a matter of right that inv fellow countrymen who are m detention and under 
tna’ should be set at liberty immediately Mr President, I am sure that the 
unanimous support of the Honourable Members of this House will show our 
resentment against the unsympathetic and harsh treatment meted out to these 
I N A men and it will also show' our firm determination to be free in our own 
country 

Mr. FrerideBt: Mr. Mason 

Mr. P. MUcm: Sir, I would prefer to reserve my speech, because there are 
only three or four minutes left pnd my Mends on the other side. 

Mr. PreMdeut: I know it will be difficult for anybody to say much in the 
two or three minutes left When I called upon Mr Mason, my idea was that, 
before the debate proceeds any further it would be better it whatever the 
Government may have to say on this question may be said at tins stage, so 
tiiat other speakers, being in possession of the matter which the Government 
may have to lay before the House, may be in a position to advance their argu¬ 
ments. The Honourable Member need not curtail his speech, he can take 
'his oWn time and I do not propose to restrict the time limit at all. When I 
say “at all'*, I mean that I would not be put to that necessity. The Honour¬ 
able Member may just begin. 

'Mr. SiHoka -Sakhar Saayal: Fct these two minutes we can raise some point 
of orderl 
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Saidai Kangal Singh: Will the Honourable Member be allowed to speak 
again? 

Hr. President: Yes, he will liave the right of reply 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, m two oi three minutes it is rather diihciilt to do much 
more than introduce the subject, a vast and important subject on which there is 
so much feeling in the country 1 shall confine myself to one or two ot the 
points already mentioned m the few minutes at my disposal 

'Jhe motion mo\ed bj Nawub Siddique All Khan with the amendment which 
I propose today is entirely acceptable to us and that is all that I would really 
like to say about Nawab Siddique Ah Khan's speoth 

With regard to the speech ot the Honourable the Mover, there arc a number 
of joints made, on wliicli it seems his fads uie not altogether quite accurate 
He has produced a stor^ about the battle of Jmphal which is entirely new 
I m..de .it that tunc a daily study of the nii-ips whirb appeared m the war rooms 
of thi South East Asia Command and the India Command and I studied the 
"b.ittle situation every day But certuinly ••he story j)ruduced by my Honourable 
friend never reached ns 

’J’heii with regard to the rejiorts which he has received from his filends ni 
llip I’unjab .md t le B P about the number of prisoners kept there and his- 
charges of scciecy about the J H A. if there is any secrecy it is not my inten¬ 
tion that there should be We have published a number of press commumipies 
on the subject We have given the figures of the various classeo of prisoncis 
who arc still detained and T told the House the other day the pl&oes where they 
are detained Tf the Honouiable Member would like to know the number 
detained m each camp or any other information of the kind, T should be delighted 
to give it to him either by a short notice question or by a private letter 
(It being Four of the Clock) 

Mr. PnaUlent: Order order Beth Govind Das 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

FAinUBB TO PROTECT INTERESTS OF INDIANS IN SoVTH AfRICA 

)M1i Govliid Dm (Central Provinces Hmdi Division: Non-Muhammadan}- 
Sir, ] beg to move. 

“Tlwl the AMembl; do now adjourn.*’ 

1 want to move this adjournment motion for discussing the situation which 
IS created tm account of the statement of Field Marshal Smuts which he made 
ill South Africa 

[At this stage, Mr President vacated the Chair w'hich was then occupied 
by Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang (one of the Panel of Chairman) ] 

He said that the Government of South Africa is going to introduce legislatioa 
ill the Union Parliament which is going to restrict not only the occupation of 
property in South Africa but also acquisition there. Racial discrimination in 
South Africa is not only known in this country but it is known throughout the 
whole world, and today when it is said that Lidia Is goiDg tc^be made an equal 
partner in the British Empire such legislations are going to be introduced in that 
colony Wo are simply surprised at this attitude of the Union Government 
The condition of Indians in South Africa is deteriorating every day There 
have been tempearary compromises* between the trhites of that land and tjhe 
Indians there, such as the Gandhi-Smuts Agreement of 1914, and the Gape 
Town Agreement of 102^. But that dobs not show that there has been any 
real change of heart as far as the Whites of South Africa are concerned When 
this Pegging Act came Into existence it was wdd that it wm a tenqiorary mea¬ 
sure: it is to lapse on <thb 814t Maieh IMI, and hsfdre it lajpses further legisla- 
tion is going to be introduced and passed in South Africa, which will practically 
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make the present Pegging Act u peritianenl one Before this Pegging Act no 
restrictions wcie imposed on Indians loi actpiirmg property or even occupying 
it ill Natal, and Mierefore when this Pegging Act was put on the Statute Book 
there was such a ^reut opposition to this Act that the whites had to sit m a 
c mieience with represeiitatiies of South African Jndiiiiis and an agreement 
emerged from that confeieueo which is called the Pretoria Agreement After 
tliih Hgieemont it was uiinounced by the (loveriiment of South Africa 

“Discussions took pbice as the result of tepre8i>nt.ition8 inaile by the Indian Congress 
to find an alteinative method of controlling occupation of dwellings in towns and boronghe 
in Natal to that adopted under the Pegging Act It was agreed that the situation would 
best be met by the introduction of an ordinance into the Natal Provincial Council this 
■ordinance would provide for the creation of a board consistiAg of two Europeans and two 
Indians under the chairmanship of a third European, who would be a man with Ingal train* 
ing The object of the legislation would be to create a machinery for a board to control 
occupation by liccuaing of dwellings in certain areas and application of the Pegging Act 
in Durban will bo withdrawn by proclamation on the passing of this ordinance ” 

Now, this agreement was never given effect to. and the ordinance whic*l\ 
emerged was entirely a different thing The ordinance was not only with 
respect to the occupation of the property in Natal, but also about the acquisition 
of that property, and the beauty of it is that after this ordinance was promuN 
gated, this Pegging Act w'as not repealed—it is still in existence. 

Field Marshal Smuts is one of the authors of the United Nations Charter, 
and it 18 said that the humanitarian preamble of that Charter has been drafted 
liy the Field Marshal himself Not only this The Field Marshal once said 
about the Indian question that— 

“Indians should not be made to feel that they were outcaatea The country mast be 
-fair to the Indian people as regards landholding, hoiiamg achemea and aJl the amenitiea and 
lights to which cmliaed people were entitled and that white South Africa is big and 
■strong and honest enough to do justice to all races and all colours and we shall do so ’’ 

This is what Field Marshal Smuts said, and now this is the attitude which 
has been taken by the Field Marshal himself I think there is a definite reason 
ior it In the I*arliament of South Africa there are 153 members out of these 
153, 83 belong to the United Party of Field Marshal Smuts Before November 
lust the (picstion of acquisition of property in Natal never occupied the attention 
in that land It was said that only occupation is to be controlled But in 
November last, 9 or 10 European members of Natal w^aited in a deputation on 
Field Marshal Smuts 'though what happened m that conference has been 
kept as a guarded secret, yet it can be guessed because the attitdue which the 
Field Marshal has adopted, about the Indian occupation and acquisition of 
property has come before us after this deputation waited upon the Field Marshal 
Now, I feel he is afraid of losing the support of these Natal Europeans; and if he 
loses the support of these Natal Europeans in a house of 158, he will lose 10 
more, and he will have only about 78 or 74 members in his party in the House, 
and it IS quite clear that he will not be able to have a majority in that House 
Tn his eightieth year, it seems that the Field Marshal has become greedy of 
power, and greediness in old age is considered to be a very dangerous thing 

Whatever may be the reason for the change of attitude as far as the Field 
Marshal is concerned, we cannot take things lying down and what I feel is that 
the Government of India is satisfied by sending only certain representations. 
Therefore I call the attitude of the Government of India with respect to this— 
imbecile attitude There was a little laughter in this House when the Honour¬ 
able the President read that word I have brought the biggest dictionary 
available in the library and I shall just read what the word ‘imbecile’ means 
Imbecile moans—shaving the mental faculties feebled or undeveloped, half 
witted, weak minded, ns an embecile king 

Now, I want that the economic sanctions should be applied to South Africa 
immediately and the High Commissioner for India shourd be recalled, I am 
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not asking for anything new On the 6th November 1944 this is what fus House 
«hk«‘d for and this is what the Honourable Dr Khare said m this respect 

“The surgeon’s knife will have to be applied if and when necessary, I know that twe 
■of tlie llonoiiiable Members hava also suggested the recall of the High Commissioner 
Honouiiiblo Mcnibeis will agree that u decision on this matter requires the most careful con¬ 
sideration but I have no intention of taking any unduly long time over it The Govern¬ 
ment of India have also been coiisidermg most activity the question of enforcing economic 
suiiLtions Here again I should like to assure the House that I hava no intention of delay¬ 
ing unduly our hnal decision ’* 

May 1 know from thu Honourable Socretnry of the Oommoiiwealth llolations 
Depurtincnt whether the knife of his ('hief has become blunt or whether he does 
not think that the time has come for a surgical operation I know that the 
economic siinetions are iiotT going to harm South Africans much but that is not 
the reason why I ask for economic sanctions Tn the eivilised world of 1946 
one part of the British Empire applying economic sauctiona on the other part, 
has its own moral value Some people are talking about the Round Table 
Conference. I had been to South Africa and T am not against Ihe calling of 
Round Table Conference but I do not want that the proposal of the Round Table 
Conference should go from the Qovernment of India If the economic sanctions 
are applied to South Africa, if the High Commissioner is recalled there is going 
to be a satyagraha movement in South Africa Then the real time for the 
Round Table Conference would come T know the conditions there. If the 
satyagraha movement which is a non-violent substitute for war is going to take 
place in South Africa, the proposal for the Round Table Conference will not go 
from India but it will come from the South African Whites Ag I have said, 
this attitude of the Whites of South Africa has been a continuous affair and 
unless and until the Government of India take a strong attitude in this respect 
and unless and until the Government of India help the people in South Africa, 
things are not going to improve Therefore T move that this House do now 
adjourn 

Mr. Ohairmaa: Motion moved 

“That the Aasembly do now adjourn ’* 

Mr. S. T. Adi^jian (Madura and ilaiuuud cum Tiunevelly Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) It has been said that South Africa is a very strange country 
not only 111 its flora and fauna but also in the political opinions held iii that 
country It is the strangest country one can imagine in this world. The colour 
bur and racial discrimination are rampant there. The administration of the 
country u* so very blind as to distinguish between blind Indians and blind 
Europeans m the allowances made to them There the administration is so far 
removed from sobriety that there is distinction made between the drunke*! 
Indians and the drunken Europeans There, Sir, the administration ia so 
childish as to distinguish between Indian children and European children in the 
amount that is spent on their education. In this very strange countrv of South 
Africa, naturally enough we find that the leaders of political opinion there are 
following the strange hobby of breaking their own promises They have broken 
what is called the Cane Town Agreement of 1927 by which Indians had certain 
rights They had again broken a certain offer which was made in Pietermaritz¬ 
burg before Justice Broome himself They offered certain lands for Indians and 
they asked the Indians to accept them The offer was made before a commis- 
Sion presided over by that learned judge Indians were given 15 minutes 
to think over it and consent to it and when the offer was accepted bv Mr Pather 
on behalf of Indians, the mayor of the Pietermaritzburg Municipal Council 
said—“We retract from the offer” That is the kind of game or pastime in 
which the leaders of that country are indulging And then .igain another agre^ 
ment took place on 18th April 1944 This ia the famous Pretoria AgreeTnunt 
That has been broken also T do not want to take up the time of the Hou-'e 
bv going over the history of the Pretoria Agreement but I shall say a few words 
about the effect of the asreement and how it has been broken I think the 
House knows the general effect of the Pegging Act which was passed in 1048 
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because this Honourable House itself bus discussed it more than onoe. Its 
effect was fourfold Firstly it rc».turiiud the Indians from jiurchusing any new 
properties in a certain .irea of Diirhaii Secondly Indian companies or coin- 
piinich 111 which Iruhiins had ii sh.iie wore prohibited from piirohusing any pro- 
petty, and t iirdh .ni_\ a,M*eiiieiit oJ puiohase entered into between an Indian 
and an hjiirop«*ai' of house piopeity in I le place caMed Old Borough in Durban 
was to lie ini.ilidj and fourthly Indians were disallowed from trading in certain 
parts ot Durban These are the four fohl effects of the Pegging Act Against 
this Act, our compatriots in South Afnc.i laised a hue .iiid ir> and in sympathy 
with our eouutrymen there we in ihis country also passed .in Act, the llecipro- 
citv Act After the Pegging Act was p.issed. the troubles which the Indians in 
Soiitii Africa had to endure were increased tenfold and finally they met the Prime 
"Minister General Smuts in a pla<*e ealled Pietoria In Pretoria before the Prime 
Minister of that countiv, before the IMinistei for Interior of that country and 
before seven members of the Indian Natal ("‘onferenee and before the Controller 
of T migration of that eonntrv, in fact, before everjotie of that country who really 
c*oiiiits, there w’lis made an agreement that w'as entered into between the Indians 
of tli.it ef)imlr\ and the a limnistration of that country The agreement was 
to the effect that the Pegging Aid. had to be repealed Then, again, in future, 
aiij legislation, which is to affect the interests of Tndiaus, had to be passed oniv 
in consultation w'lth the Indians of that country Thirdh, free .acquisition of 
propertA’ and investment of money was to be allowed Only the occupation of 
houses in certain areas was to be disallowed Fourthly, a Committee was to be 
set lip in W'hich Indians had to he represented to a certain extent. All these 
things have now been thrown to the winds 

It is interesting to dibcuss whul is going on .ictimlly now in South Africa 
Tho\ set up a Judi<‘i.il (Viininission to nuiuiic into the presemt state of Indians. 
That Commission was .again presided o\ei bj the s.ime Justice Broome That 
CoininisBion recoinmunded that Indians may have at least a restricted kind of 
franchise in that country 1 foigot to tell you, Sir, that m that country Indians 
are not even allowed to \ote m Municipalities, let alone the liegislative 
Assemblies The Broome Coiiiniission also recommended that the representa¬ 
tives of India m.iy be called over to .ittend a Hound Table Conference in South 
Africa and that the future of Indians in that country may be considered in that 
Conference That w'as the recommendation of the Broome Commission In 
spile of it, agitation was going on m that country by the Europeans of that 
country and the House may be interested to hear a few samples of it One 
paper “Die Trasvanhr” said 

"If Indiana in South Africa prefcired ahrament with India, they iiiuat be regarded os 
foreigners and should he repatiuted The Union must act now and impose absolute 
segregation while India is still powerless to cairy out the threats which were so freely 
A meed ” 

'Ihat, i subiiiil, lb the jisycholngy that ib working in the minds of the 
Europeans of Soiiti Aliit.t ihey are \ery cleuil^ able to hce that this country 
18 not going to lemuin u bluve .inti that it is going to beLome a free country in 
the near future So, they Avant to take the time b} the forelock Before this 
country is able to achieve its fieedoiii, they want to work out the havoc they 
have got m then minds because they know it for certain that if this country 
becomes free, they will not be able to do t le things that they are now dreaming 
of Under these circumstunces, bceing chat a great progress in the political 
^status of this country is going to take place, and knowing the fact that the 
original Pegging Act is to expire on the 3l8t March 1940, they are now intriguing 
and hatching up a new idea of making the Pegging Act permanent This was 
aniioiinccd on the very day t’lis House met here, namely, the ‘ilst January 
1946. On that day we were taking oaths of allegiance here and just at the same 
time General Hmuts was breaking the promise in the South African Assembly, 
a very solemn promise that had been given earlier by the Minister of the Interior. 
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He announced that he was going to pass a new Act which will be placed perma¬ 
nently on the Statute-book of South Africa and which will take away all tbe 
rights that the Indians in that country possessed During the time the Pegging 
Act was passed in the South African Legislature a promise was given by no 
less a person than the Minister of the Interior At the second reading of the 
Bill he said “We must make provision not on compulsory but voluntary lines “ 

He also stressed the fact that the Peggmg Act was only a temporary measure 
for three years He definitely said that the Pegging Act was only a temporary 
measure and further amenities for Indians were to be considered on a voluntary 
liasis and not on a compulsory basis That is exactly what he said 

Ab 1 have already observed, in that country perhaps one of the hobbies of 
men m power is to breala their promises That is a strange game that they 
are in the habit ot placing I do not know from what country they have in¬ 
herited it, but the fact remains that they are addicted to that particular game 
The Munster of the Interior ]iroiiii8ed that their future Act will he on voluntary 
basis but we now hear from General Smuts that he has again taken the law in 
bis own hands and he is again coming into the open with a new Act which he is 
seeking to pass And the effect of this new Act is this Not only in a place 
like Durban and nut only in the provmce called Natal but throughout the 
South African Union the extension of the Pegging Act is contemplated The 
•uri!,r.ial Peggmg Act was to be cmifined only to ,i small city Durban, but now 
throughout that wide country the provisions of the Peggmg Act are to be 
extended. That is the hrstj thing. In the second place, Indian trade is to be 
restricted. Thirdly, if an Indian wants to purchase any property>in any part of 
the country, he has to get first the sanction of the Minister. These are tha 
facts I tUnk this House knows that all these things are contemplated. The 
real reason is this Thev are not able to compete on ordinary terms with the 
Indian traders there Let them come into the open, let them compete under 
ordi'inry trade usage with the Indians there, let us acquire property there and 
let them also and tlien we will show what we cun do But they are not p 'Spared 
to do this In a cowardly fashion they will seek the protection of law, so that 
Indians who have got money mar not be able to purchase any property there I 
mav tell you one more reason whv we are so particular to purchase property in 
that country It so happens that most of the Indians in South Africa arc 
Afnslims and the religious susceptibihtv of the Muslims is this that they do not 
want to lend money on interest That is whv they want to purchase property 
there Of course, we are not so very particular about the property there, but 
we do want to invest money which we are able to save We, who are able to earn 
some money there, want an outlet for it 

Sir, my time is getting up and I will conclude my speech by quotmg a 
sentence from Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan, w'ho has been there as High Commis¬ 
sioner This is what he has said today: 

“It M unfortunate that the Union Government ehould identify itaelf in a measure which, 
if paieed, in ita present form will ‘doom Indian race in Natal to political and economic 
sctTitttde • 

Well, Sir, the Indians in South Ahrica are doomed to political and economic 
servitude, they are looking up to this country, to this motherland, to retaliate; 
if possible, to do the same things as are being done to the'Indians there, by 
all economic pressure, by all political pressure and if possible by all moral 
pressure. That is what they want us to do 

Hr. OhAlnnan; The Honourable Member’s time is up. « 

8x1 S. T. Sir, this is my maiden speech and I thank the House for 

the indulgence shown to me* and I thank you, Sir. 

Sir Bamn Svlin.waxdy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions: Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, this question of South Africa has been debated on the floor of the 
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House time and again and I think the Honourable Member who is now m 
charge of Commonwealth Relations will bear me out that he has taken a strong 
attitude in this matter. But w'hat has happened to the Government of India 
now? Now that we are on the threshold of the promised liberty to all the 
Asiatic nations and to all the small nations, what has happened now that India 
which has given so miicli support and so much man power that Indians are 
being treated in such a way in South Africa9 Who ore doing it? The British 
and the Butch, the very people whose actions wore unanimously condemned in 
this House on the motion relating to Indonesia They are the peopld who are 
doing this It IS not a question of Hindu or Muslim It is a question of 
Indians, the self respect of India is at stake It is of course a breach of promise 
and this is nothing new in this Government which js represented in a certain 
form, as pointed out by Biwnn Chaman Lall, in many places like Indonesia, 
in Palestine and m India There are subtle excuses by which the Government 
ore giving the go-by to the most sacred promises The Capo Town Convention 
or agreement of 1927 is forgotten It suits them now We can have ordin¬ 
ances, we can have new measures, but what would be the result The poor 
Indian who at one time could own land, but he could not live on that land 
that he owns Why? Because the climate of the land was salubrious and 
the Indians were told “j’oiir standard of life is low, you cannot live there”. 
That was a discrimination, which after a lot of agitation was proposed to be re¬ 
moved But now you are not only not giving the Indians the right to live, 
but you are also depriving them of the right to own property As my friend 
from South India, Mr Adityan, just now pointed out> the Muslims living there 
could not indulge in usury, they could not engage themselves in those business 
concerns which would multiply money, double and treble the money, and so- 
if they have got any saving, they want to invest it in property You are shut- 
tmg them out from purchasing property They cannot do it However, I ask 
the Honourable Member in charge of the Commonwealth Relations that if wo 
Indians were asked by the British Government to be a member of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, is this the way to treat a free and equal partner^ 
What has happened to the Government of India? I think the name of my 
Honourable friend is ‘Khare’ which means a man who can speak out straight— 
Khara-hat 1 I hope he will go and tell his colleagues in the Governor General’s 
Executive Council that they should treat Indians as Indians ought to be treated 
because of their great background of culture, of their great political and economic 
importance because of her geographical position about which we hear so much 
and because of the great sacrifices India has made in men, and money. General 
Smuts, the Field Marshal of England, ought to be ashamed of himself that he 
should table such a resolution How would he like himself having such a 
resolution passed against the nationals in Great Britain, for instance. 

Shri Sri Frakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Turn coat 

Sir Haoan Suhrawardy: We now hear that the Jews have been allowed to 
come into Palestine They are converting a majority into a minority. They 
aro white Jews from Europe and so it is a question of Europeans coming into 
Asiatic country in unlimited numbers Unabashed, you give the Jews sanction 
to come into Palestine But when our own people—Indians—^want to have 
some land, it is not that they want to migrate, the Dutch are not South Africans, 
the British are not South Africans and so are Indians not South Africans, all 
went there in order to eke out a livelihood, in honest enterprise but you want to 
bar ‘Indians from acquiring any land The Indians have survived there on 
account of their honest work and perhaps you cannot stand theu* great powers 
of endurance. It is not the survival of the fittest there. You are taking all 
kinds of mean advantage by passing certain laws and certain bye-laws to deprive 
thrw thfti- human rights May I ask my Honourable friend Dr Khare who 
is a distinguished Member of the medical profession, “Has God even made any 
kind of distinction that when a white man gets malaria or when a black man gets 
malaria or when an Indian gets it, different kinds of medical treatment ahould 
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be given them”. Does not the same infection catch them, no matter whether 
brown or black or white'^ I would ask my Indian triends on the Treasury 
Benches to rise to the occasion, they should resign in a body. I may assure 
them wo do not want to take office It is not that we want to step in their 
place It has been said by our Leader in so many words, these interim govern¬ 
ments are no catch to us But I say, if as self-respecting Indians, while you 
sit on the Front Benches, you hear these things and you swallow these things 
in the Governor Gcnoral’s Executive Council meetings, it is not worthy of you 
as Indians India desires, India expects much better from her people who have 
the background of a political career, who have got strength of character If 
as my Honourable fnend the Mover of the resolution has said, the Government 
of India has become imbecile, Bpinelofas> if the Indian Members have become 
jo-hukums, very well, thht is u different tiling Then the Government of 
India consist of Indian Members who arc merely ‘yes-men*, and there is no- 
meaning in what they say, that it i-. a Government for the people by the 
people We know what it is then 

I do not want to take much of the tirno of the House This-is a matter of 
^eat importance, and this has raised the same kind of feeling which th<» bad 
treatment of Arabs by the Jews and bv the Fuiopean nations has done for 
Palestine It is the same in Indonesia, it is the same m South Africa. It la 
struggle for freedom, for our existence Nations whom God has placed m 
more healthy places and better circumstances do not want to share those 
healthy places with their less fortunate brethren who wish only to have a 
small share Sir, I support the motion to recall the Indian High Commissioner 
and apply economic sanctions. • 

Mr. B. N. Baaerjee (Secretary, Commonwealth Belations Department). Sir, 

I venture to rise at this stage because I feel that the House would perhaps like 
to have some idea of what our information is regardmg the latest developments. 
The House will recollect that this matter was last discussed here on 9tb 
February 1946 They would like perhaps to hear what has happened since then. 
On that occasion, it was explained on behalf of the Government that the en¬ 
forcement of the Beciprocity Act in the first week of November 1944 had some 
effect The three Natal Oi^inances which were designed for the segregation of 
Indians and which were the immediate occasion for the enforcement of Eeci- 
procity Act were abandoned. The Governor General’s assent was not given to 
those ordinances and they lapsed after the expiry of one year. 

Baja Sir Saiyld Alimad All Blian AM (Nominated Non-official) Why were 
they not cancelled as a protest? 

Mr. B. N. Baaarjee: They were cancelled really The Union Government 
did not proceed with that legislation They did not become the law of the land. 

Sri S. T. Adityan: Is it not a fact that the Legal Adviser advised that the 
ordinances were ultra vires of the Provincial Governments? 

Mr. B. N. Banarjee: But it was open to them to re-enact legislation in the 
Union Parliament, but they did not do it 

Then, Siri !E^eld Marshal Smuts made a public declaration that these Ordin¬ 
ances were contrary at least to the spirit of the Pretoria Agreement. He also 
made a statement that alternative settlements would have to be explored. 
We therefore thought of lying low a little and, as my Honourable Member 
has explained to this House more than once, m view of the fpict that this ques¬ 
tion IS a very old one and in view of our position of comparative disadvantage 
in this matter we have always thought it best to exhaust all possible resources 
of negotiation and compromise. 

Then, Sir, our new High Commissioner reached South Africa about the e9id 
of February last year and the Housing Emergency Ordinance was introduced in 
the Union Parliament The object of this Ordmance was to provide better 
housing facilities for all classes, particularly Indians In the drafting of this 
Ordinance in so far as it affected India interests, our High Commissioner in 
consultation with the leaders of the local Indian commimity and their legal 
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advisers played rather an active pari Our High Commissioner was taken into 
confidence at every stage of the drafting of this Bill, and the Bill as it emerged 
finally was pronounced by competent authorities to be formally non-discrimina< 
tory The Bill, however contained a provision for the establishment of provin¬ 
cial Housing Boards under provincial legislation In pursuance of this provision 
of the Bill in August last year the Natal Government introduced a Housmg 
Board Bill, and this Bill became law towards the end of November last In 
the scrutiny of this Bill also our High Commissioner in consultation with the 
leaders of the local Indian community'and also then legal advisers played some 
part He was taken into confidence at every stage and the Bill as it emerged 
finally contained but one minor provision to which the Indian community took 
exception That provision gave the new Housing Board the power to dispose 
of lands irith a servitude aimed against Asiatics We did not make a very 
serious grievance of this although we recorded our protest, because oven with¬ 
out this legislation in cases of sales of land by individuals and municipal com¬ 
mittees they have now the right of adding what is called an anti-Asiatic clause 
We acquiesced in this under protest, partieularlv because Field Marshal Smuts 
issued a public statement on the date this Bill became law m which he gave 
a very definite assurance that all these measures would be worked without any 
injustice to the interests of Indians It was after this that our High Commis¬ 
sioner left South Africa and came here for purposes of private discussion about 
the position We agree that the latest developments have therefore come as 
rather a surprise We had good reasons to hope that all these measures cul- 
nunating in the Natal Housing Boards Ordinance would solve the question of 
the occupation and acquisition of land by Indians and that the Pegging Act 
would be allowed to lapse in due course after the 81st March next. I told the 
House earlier this morning that we have no official intimation about the exact 
provisions of the new measure, but we have some unofficial information which, 
I regret to have to say, is the same as the Honourable the Mover of the motion 
and the other speakers have derived hum the press. It seems that the 
Pegging Act will lapse but a new Act is to be introduced to take its place which 
will provide for restrictions on the Indians’ right of keeping and acquiring land 
more or less on the same lines as the existing restrictions in tlie Pegging Act. 
The new Act is also to be made permanent We have also been told that the 
measure may contain some elements of enfranchisement for the Indian com¬ 
munity The utmost that we have been encouraged to hope is that there will 
be a loaded franchise for Indians, that is to say, Indians possessmg certain 
minimum property or educational qualifications will be allowed to vote for 
European representatives who would represent them in the legislature That 
is all that I am able to say at this stage I need hardly add that Government 
fully realise the implications of the proposed legislation and the gravity of the 
situation We have had full discussions with our High Commissioner who 
should be in South Africa today or tomorrow We have, as advised by the 
leaders of the Indian community in South Africa, asked our High Commissioner 
to place before the Union Government the suggestion of sending a representative 
delegation of Indians from this country to South Africa to explore the possibi¬ 
lities of an alternative settlement We are hoping that something will come out 
■of this suggestion 

Diwan Ohaman Lall (West Punjab: Non-Muhammadan): May I ask my 
Honourable friend whether the delegation that he is contemplating will also be 
segregated like the Indians in South .Africa? 


B. H. Baaerjee Honourable Members who are conversant with the 

^^at somV time ^^bout 

1924-26 they had what is known as the Class Areas Bill. The position today is 
more or less analogous to the position m 1924-26. It was on that occasion that 
a delegation went from India and their efforts resulted in the Cape Town 
Agreement. 


Several EononraUe Xember^: That is scrapped now 
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Mr. B. N. Banerjee: This is all that 1 am able to tell the House today I 
wish this motion came a few days later so that I might be able to gnc the 
Houso some idea of the results" of our High Commissioner’s efforts But as suoti 
as we have any further mformation we shall make an oecasion to place it before 
this House 

Diwan Ohamaa Lall: May I interrupt my Honourable fnend? When the 
High Commissioner came here did he communicate to the Government of India 
what information he had regarding this projected measure now before the South 
Afncan Union? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: I think I made it quite clear in the beginning of my 
speech that wc have a certain amount of unofficial information. But the Hign 
Commissioner did not bring us a copy of the Bill because the Bill had not been 
drafted by the time he left there 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I take it, then, that even the High Commissioner 
is useless in this matter and powerless to give the Government of India any 
information of such a vital nature? 

Mr. ahalrman: That is a matter of opinion. 

*Mr. B. N. Banerjee: 1 venture to think that that does not follow Our 
High Commissioner has kept us well posted and I can tell the House that the 
unofficial information, we have, was from him, and it is mainly due to his tact 
and diplomatic efforts that we have been able to obtain rather early informa¬ 
tion about this 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: Ts it then a fact that we arc back again to the days of 
pre-1927 agreement? This is the result of all your efforts’^ , 

Mr. Ohainnan: That is a matter of inference. 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: The only thing I can say at this stage is that we are 
still awaiting— y»e wJl have to wait for some time . 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: For how loug? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: . the results of the discussion which our High 

Commissioner will have with the representatives of the Union Government, 
and as soon as we have had that. Government will be able to take a decision 
about their further line of conduct in this matter I need haidly lepcat, Sir, 
that Government fully realizes the implications of this measure and the gravity 
of the situation, and they will do their verj best in giving the Indian com¬ 
munity all possible assistance * 

Diwan Ohamaa Lall: What can you do? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: What the Government can do will depend on the sort 
of reply that our High Commissioner is able to send us .... 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: And it the reply is 'no’? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: I do not propose to go mto detail about the enforce¬ 
ment of economic sanctions and the recall of High Commissioner at this stage, 
but i would reserve my observations on these points for some suitable occa¬ 
sion in the future. 

Seth Govind Daa: May I ask the Honourable Member that fifteen months 
have already elapsed when this House adopted the Besolution on economic 
sanctions and recalling of High Commissioner? When is the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber gomg to make up his mind about that? • 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: When will the High Commissioner become Field Marshal? 

Mr. Ohairman: Order, order 

Mr. Rank B. Anthony (Nommated Non-Official) Sir, I have been prompted 
to enter into this debate by what I just heard from the Government Member.* 
Quite frankly—and that is no reflection on him —I have not at all been re¬ 
assured by his statement We in this House have heard over a long period of 
tinie of similar action on the part of Government, similar protests, communi¬ 
cations and representations and we are today exactly where we were many 
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years ago. Tina whole thing has become u Uavdy Annual and one which to 
any aeli-reapectmg Indian, mcludmg my Honourable Friends on this side, is 
galling. We have heard before that the Goveiuiiieiit is m complete sympathy 
with the Indian bcntimeut in this maitui, they even simulate with Ub a good dual 
of righteous indignation m this mattei, but nothing further has resulted And, 
I’believe, for too long have we acceded to this policy or accepted this policy of 
arrogant racial discriininatioii and aiitagonisui which has been and continues to 
bp pursued by the South African Government One feels reluctant to say ifc, 
Sur, but I have been a student of Anthropology and Biology, and I cannot help 
feeling that this whole policy can bo tiaced very directly to the fact that the 
two million Whites in South Africa have branded themselves by this policy as a 
community of moral and physical cowards 1 have had occasion—^it is a haid 
thing to say, but these things must be said—I have had occasion to meet many 
persons who fought with South Africans in the last war and m the war which 
has very recently ended, and they all testify to the fact that while South 
Africans have their exceptions, men who have distmgmshed themselves on the 
battlefields, that, on the whole, they make very poor soldiers. And that these 
same people should have initiated a policy of discrimin.ition, of affecting an 
attitude of aupononty towards Indian soldiers, but for whom South Africa 
mmht conceivably liayp been overrun, is something which to us today must be 
absolutely intolerable 

And after all what did ni> Honourable friend over there say? What is the 
real motive behind this policy’ Let us try to strip the veil from this policy and 
see what is the motive behind? It is a fear motive, it is inspired by the com¬ 
plex of fear, fear that a community,—^the Indians, essentially more virile even 
physically—^may not only overrun the South Afneans economically, in time, but 
perhaps exterminate them physicnllv That to my mind is the whole motivi« 
which to-day inspiros this anti-racial, anti-Indian policy of South Africa 

I am sorry to have to say it, bub my Honourable friend there, in quoting 
figures, has touched on the real problem What is behind the ])o1icy which is 
being adopted today by Smuts? Smuts has been said to be*a very great, and 
a ver^ able leader T wish he could have immortalised himself in that niche, 
but by lending himself to this shabby anti-Indian pohey I feel that he has 
brought himself down to the level of the venest mediocrity one who has lent 
himself to this rabid form of racial prejudice and racial inhibition which is 
rampant in South Africa today It is unfortunate that he has today in lending 
himself to this policy lent himself to cheap political expediency That is what 
it amounts ta We know that there is a deep feud and deep division between 
the Afnkans and the English-speaking people in South Africa And it is a 
peculiar coincidence, but it is true, that whenever Smuts, because of his pro- 
Enghsh policy, has been in danger of losing the support of the Afrikan-speaking 
section, he has immediately trotted out this ever ready weapon of racial discri¬ 
mination It is one with which he has remained in saddle and which has 
always whipped the Afrikan-speaklng people into supporting him. That is the 
traaedv of the whole situation Whenever he feels he is losing their support, 
he beats this drum of anti-racial and anti-Indian policy. That is why I feel 
that the Government of India can no longer indulge in protests, or indulge in 
sending delegatiorra, because I believe that nothing will ultimately result We 
have our limitations, we have certain disabilities. I believe ftat if we were 
in a position to send twenty thousand soldiers to demonstrate against South 
Africa, thev would put their tails between their legs and resile from this policy. 

We are not in a position to do it, but let us use the few weapons which we can, 
and mv Honourable friend has referred to if—economic sanctions, ^at is 
therp to prevent the British Indian Government from implementing imme¬ 
diately the policv.of economic sanction? T believe that you will immediatelv 
make the South African Government come to heel if vou make them feel that 
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ySu suriouB about uupltiiauatmg the policy ot economic sanction. I am told 
that many articles very valuable to the trade o£ White South Alxicans—^hidesi 
lur instance—arc exported to South Africa. I know because 1 drink them— 
sheri^, whisky and brandy, large quantities of liquor are imported from South 
Atiicu And there are otCer commodities. If wc implement immediately this 
pulley ui ecoiioi/iic suiietious, you will make the South African Governmut feel, 
wliu II ^ou list VC not made them leel hithirto, that you are m real earnest about it. 

1 do not know why iny Honourable friends should be so reluctant to implement 
a policy of retaliation South Africans in India should be subjected precisely 
to the same economic and social disabilities to which our fellow-Indians arc 
being subjected in South Africa It is surprising that we stiU have South 
Africans as officers in the Indian Army and also holding important positims in 
different parts of the toflntry This is something which ought to be stopped 
immediately 

riimlly, I would make an appeal to the British Members of the Government 
This is a very serious matter —When Hofmeyer, the Deputy Prime Minister of 
South Vfrica, spoke to a meeting in the IIous« of Commons recently, 1 am afraid 
*1 stn-ck ,i discordant note I told hmi that although he labelled himself as a 
Liberal their poliev gave Ihf he to that dnim And that it South Afnea per¬ 
sisted 111 tins anti-raeial and anti-Indian policy they would be blazing the trail 
of unoihci bitter war South Africa will sow the seeds if it continues this 
poliev, and 1 am not indulging in hyperbole when I say that South Africa will 
sow the seeds of a racial, class and colour war You will set a trail which 
_ ^ will blaze around the world Today Britain is preoccupied with the 
* mtontions of Bussia Larger interests should make* them feel thit 
South Africa's piosent policy will ultimately recoil adversely against the interests 
of the Couimoiiwealth If you start this racial bitterness in South Africa it will 
spread around the world You are afraid and you feel that Bussia is eutfing 
oei'Obs your vitals —^Bussia is an Asiatic country Her leader is a fellow Burasiait 
like myself, proud to call himself an Asiatic If you start this feud between 
coloured people on the one hand and non-coloured on the other, you vill he 
inviting the intervention of Bussia into this field You will be condoning a 
poliev whicli will ultimately perhaps lead to a more bitter struggle and w.ir than 
we have ever seen before 

Mr. Muhanunad Nauman (Patna and Ohota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) Sir, I nse to support the motion which is before the House. The 
Mover has very ably explained all the facts and the pacts and the dooumentaiy 
guarantees which came to our country from time* to time and I would only say 
ihat they have only proved so much scrap of paper—^In the last debate that 
we had m 1945 in this House the Honourable Member in charge of the Common- 
'wealth Belations was very loud m saying that he would not lose one minute 
in doing what he could for bringing in economic sanctions and other measures 
against that country, the South African Union, m order to see that the Pegging 
Act was abolished and that nq discrimination was introduced against ov nership 
of property by Indians in the union. What do we find. Sir? He is just sifiting 
tight and the most helpless reply that we ever heard came today from the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth Belations It expressed absolute bankruptcy 
of the administrative capacity of these officials of Government of Indian They 
have not been able to know as yet what they are going to dp and Gevemmeut 
of India thinks that they should still wait for certain legislaticm to be introduced 
in the Union It means that things were'not bad enough according to Govern¬ 
ment of India to warrant an action which would keep the self-respect of this 
country for Indian nationals who are settled in the Union. Indian natioiials 
have a claim on the land because it was their money, their labour wUch had 
been responsible for bringing up South Africa to the position that it occupies 
todav on the globe. History is full of such incidents, that In matters like this 
armies of nations have marched forward and they have revenged themselves 
not only by putting sanctions but by conquering those lands. T am not here 
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Muhammad Nauman] , 

to lepuat those luoidoiits i will just give one single advice winch llussia, 
the Old iiiUbsia oi the Uzais, gave to the Kaiser about Uieecu 11 you lay hands 
on tliai, pool leilow, 1 will tear oli youi ram shackle Kmpuc Uaimob we say 
uiso to bouth Africa that ‘jL you lay hands on those Indians we will tear oil your 
Union?’ This is what we have come heie to tell the Govciiimciit ol India as 
oui trustee and irnpicss upon them our own leoliugs Do you think the Union 
Govcinmciit would Inivo had ihe courage to do what it has done so tar it w-j 
assumed this stiong uttituile * I would like to know whether the Honourable 
Membei in chaise of the Commonwealth Relations is in a position to give this 
dchiiite asburaiico to the House that he is going to take action now and here, 
lie says “we aie weak and we would not be able to compel the Union Govern¬ 
ment ’ He tliniks “We would not be able to mthet a gieater loss on the 
South Aliican Union Goveininent Gam oi loss in.'kes no differencj 
It will be cl satisfaction +o oniselves that we have avenged what wi- thong'it 
was injuring our lutegritv and our prestige On the one hand, we have rofc 
txani.ned the whole eeonomie «?tntcture of South Africa as it coinpaies with 
•foiioniie structure of tin-' eountiv anl we aie not ni a position to fathom the 
leal v.iliu's of the sanelioiis in efFeet, but w'o have no doubt that we will he 
^Mi’iing 111 prostiee Supposing we do not gam .anything in the re.al trade 
balanee sheet, I am sure it does not make much difference If we cannot have 
our ainiies maieh to South Afiica W'c can at h‘nst non-eooperate with thi' union 
That 's llie oiih solution th.it we ean .ask this (loverninent t'' bung in Whit ij 
the use of an Indian TTigb Commissioner w'ho cannot influence .anittnmr there’ 
IJjs he go! the prestige .nid power which an Amh.issndor of any independent 
conidr' wouln’’ (’nii lie go to the Union Government with the pi-'stigc wli'eh 
the Anibas«ndor of \tnericn or Trance ean go’ \nd the British Government is 
eon iinly vorv anxinns not to offend those children because the parenthood of 
the parent ParliaTnent stands as a safetriinrd for .all the white races in the world 

Sir Mohammad Yamm Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan itmal) He is 
not even ns good as the Canadian representative * 

Mr. Muhammad Kauman: Yes, too true Sir, T would like to impress on 
tins House and the Government the futility of having a High Commissioner 
W’lien he has no powers whatsoever Tie is jUSt like one of those show boyt 
who i.iu tr.ivel about and shako hands in society but earnes no prestige or 
influence, ns he has no sanction and no authority to speak with that foice which 
a representative of an independent and sovereign country would That is the 
whole position only because we are a subordinate of His Majesty’s Goveniment 
and the onlv assurance which would satisfy this House in the present cir¬ 
cumstances would be that this Government should state in uneqiiivpc.il terms 
whether they are prepared to apply economic sanctions here and now' We are 
not going to discuss what effect it will have Whether it will be for our gain 
or for our loss, we are prepared to take the consequences for whatever it inav 
be worth It is the will of the people It is the desire of the country and this 
IS being represented through this Hoyse and yon as Government of India have 
to act Are you prepared to give that assurance? With these remarks and this 
advice, T take my seat 

1 (Dacca Division Non-Muhaminadan Rural): T am verv 

pleased to find my Honourable friend. Dr Khnre, in thw House on this occasion 
and should Iinva’ verv much liked him to have given this House an idea as to 
the measures that he had adopted in pureuance of the strong feelings that were 
expressed in this House ]\ist about a year ago on this verv question My.Hon- 

1 Danerjee, has no doubt given us a summary of the events 

that have taken place since we discussed that adjournment motion last But' 
he has iwt d'^velt upon the two particular points on which ncm-ofiiciAl opinion 
in this House expressed itself very strongly, namely, that the High Commis- 
aioner should he withdfaifm and that the economic sanctions should he put into 
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iuiuu WIIUUUL uuy luitiim uuiuy. jjLuiiuuiauiu ixicuu b ulliuxdu toua^ is 

uiujubl Uic uaiuu tnub was luiieii up u>’ uw tLuuuurubie b.iuei uu tue last 
uccubiun Lie suid bUat tiu (juvcriiment are now eugaged lu uuulmuuig Iheu* 
seaicii lor uompiuiiiise liiis is wliat iie exactly said liiey would like to 
exliaubt all possible avenues tor coiiiproiiube' ’ 1 do not know whether iny 

lloiiouiable Irieud would be able at any lime to exhaust all pobsible avenues ot 
compromise, but if they have . . 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Lmless they exhaust themselvesl 
Mr. K. C. Neogy: . exhausted anything, it is the patience ot this JdLouso 
and the comitry and the patience ot Indians in South Alnca 

Sir, iny Honourable liiend, Mr >iauuian, icterred to the question ot the 
recall of the High Cornmissionei I would leinuid the HoubC tnat about the 
time when we debuted thisiquestion last year, there weie uiigracioiib observations 
made by responsible South African politicians about the status and the utility 
of the Indian High Coiniinssioner They said, ‘Who is tin-, fellow? Why is 
he interfering in our affairs? VMiy does not he loa\c‘^ 'lh\t was the attitude 
of the South African people as represented by responsible poliiiciuns in Parlia¬ 
ment and outside 

Sir, we felt that apart from the question ot Rcniunent, the h.pirii of the 
Capetown Agreement having been violated, theie was no me.ining m continuing 
the High Coininissionur in South Africa any longei It is well known that the 
vers appointmoiit ot the Agent (leneral. he was (alli d then, was just an 
incident of the (Jniietown Agreement of 1927, which was brought about as a 
result of certain discussions tii.if took pi ice m South Afiica between represen¬ 
tatives of India and rcpri'sentiitives of the South African Government Now, 
Sir, one of the ohji'cf'. a-, stated m the Capetown Agreement Vas that the 
appointment of an ollieer of this kind was neeessary to pursue the lines of 
comjiTomise that were laid down as a feiture of that agreement, and that the 
picsence of an oflicer of this kind would rnable the promotion of good feelings 
and fnendlv relations betw'een the twn eoiintries Siv ironourable friend has 
alrcwlv slated that we ire lnek to the same position that obtained b<‘fore the 
Cipetown Agreement w'as eonelnded 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee: I said tliat this legislation was analogous to the legisla¬ 
tion which was contemplated m 1925 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 merely tried to interpret my Ilonourable friend Ihe 
position IS exactly the same, because what is known as the Segregation Bill, 
rather the Class Areas Bill as it wns really called, had the ver^ same object as 
the present enactment, broadly speaking There was tremendous opposition 
raised to that measure in this country as also in South Africa, so much so that 
it was, I believe, at (he intervention of llis Majesty’s Government that the 
Government of India decided to send a delegation under the able and dignified 
leadership of Sir Mohammad Habibiillah The delegation succeeded in its 
efforts m bringing about an understanding between the two countries, which 
was embodied in what is now known as the Capetown Agreement Tf my Hon¬ 
ourable fnend admits that, the circumstances that prevailed before the Capetown 
Agreement have again nrisen as a result of the present attitude of the South 
African Government Wna I verv wrong in saying that we are back where we 
were before the Capetown Agreement wras conclude ’ 

Now .IS to the question of economic sanctions, the only serious objection that 
! heard raised in this House to the enforcement of the econopiie sanctions last 
vear waa that India may have to go without wattle bark Now, Sir, I thought 
that India could verv well afford to go wnthout wattle bark, and I should like 
to know from mv Honourable friend whether that position has been examined 
since "we debated this question last vear, and how the position of wattle hark 
stands today * 

A very interesting statement was made by mv Honoiimhle friend about this 
narticular measure and that is this that whereas our High Commissioner was 
being consulted in regard to various ordinances h6 had absoliiiely no idea about 
the particular measure which is now under discussion 
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Mr. }L, a, Banetjee: uui iligu cuuiuuuiiotior (.(id bring uiiuinciuii^ tue broud 
uutiuies oi the iegislutiou tu ue. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 think that liuiiuuruble iiiuud buid that upoi't trom 
nou-olhcial luioriiialiuu, he bad uu mloiiuation ou the bubjuet 

Mr. &. N. Banerjee: 1 said ‘uuoibcial mtoriuatiou' 

Mr. K. G. Beogy: it seoius to me that whatever the moasuro of sucuees that 
he may have achieved, he has benously failed m carrymg out the mam puipose 
of ins .ipponitineiil, naiiiei^, lo ]>ie\i‘nl die K*\eibion of circumstunces tha() 
prevailed before the Capetown Agreement uas concluded 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: i'he Bill >ei luiuaniis to be inUuduoed. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: iiom the determination of General Bmuta we know that 
the Bill !«. fioing lo be iiitroduLed, .nul theieloie wt* i.in t.ike it that the Bill is 
as good as passed 

But there is another very mterestmg miormatioii which my Honourable 
fnend gave to the House and that is this 1 think he was refeiriug to Natal 
He s.nd th.it theie is in this Bill .i piovisioii loi .i qii.ililied enfiMiichisemont i 
suppose it applies to Natal 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: It applies both to Natal and to Transvaal, I believe 

Mr. K. 0. neogy: Ihc whole question is this that so far as Nutai ib concerned, 
it IS a well-known fact that indentured labour was luied from India on u dehnile 
promibe that later on, alter the period of then mdcuturu wub ovei, the labour 
population would be placed exactly on a looting oi equality with BoutA Alticaus 
m Natal Tiieru was nothing in the law up till IStld to deny them Purhameutory 
franchise, uml it w'as m that year that Indians were excluded by purliuim ntary 
legislation iiom the voters’ lule, hecaube (L .iin reading liom an olhciul paper 
called the Biooni Commission s Beport) they weie “peisoiis who were not of 
European origin, who wore natives oi descendants in the mule line natives of 
countries which hud not hitherto possessed elective representative institutions 
founded on the parliamentary franehise” So, the nnsfoitiiiie of our countiyrm'n 
m South Africa is denved from the f.ict that we m India eiijoj u bl.ilns of 
political subordmation 

Now, Sir, m this bituation the Honomable Member opposite, particularly 
the Indian Members opposite, can do u great service and that is by inducing 
their white masters to quit India, because unless and until the Britishers leave 
India we are not likely to get our rightful pLicc in the world recognised by any 
other country 

Now, 8ir, as regards the composition of the white people m South Africa— 
I am not an anthropologist like iny Honourable friend Mr Anthony—(But I 
know this, that the white population in South Africa is of a cosmopolitan 
oompoBitiou And the fact remains that the present opposition to Indians on 
racial grounds is mainly inspired by people of British origin It is this seciion 
that influences the rest of (he white population in South Africa I should like 
to know whether it is or is not a fact My Honourable fnend can easily make 
an enquiry on the point from the High Commissioner, but this is the inform¬ 
ation which we have received from sources that are open to UB. 

I should have very much liked mv Honourable friends of the European 
Group to p^ticipate in this debate and express their views on this particular 
point Their silence is very enigmatical and is liable to be misunderstood 

An HonouralSle Member: They are sraratching fteir heads 

Mr. K. 0. Ifeogy; I should like to know from them as to what they propose 
to do to convince their oountrymen in South Africa of the utter disservice which 
Jhey are doing to the Empire, of which, I take it, they are bo very proud, by 
maintaining an attitude of racial antagonism of this character 

My Honourable friend the Mover of this motion gave a quotation from one 
of the speeches made by Field Marshal Smuts T am afraid he, rather uncons- 
eiously, omitted a very material portion from that speech My Honourable 
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friend quoted only a portion of the speech where the Field Marshal described 
the white South Africa as being big and strong and honest enough to do justice 
to all races and all colours and all that But he uiiiittcd the following words 
which were used bjr Field JVluislial Smuts on that occasion 

"And we bhall do eo—{Jbhat is, do jiuUet to all rucet )— takin{' into consideration oui 
known attitude of separatism in liousing, woik ciicles and itssocialions ” 

I’hut IS Smuts That is really the South African attitude, and 1 should like 
to kill w from my lluneurhbit irioiiils as to when tliey propose to lake any 
effective action for tlie purpose of telling the South African Government 
particularly hield Alarshal Smuts, that we are not going to take this kind of 
altitude lying down, and that weak as we aic, we are going to enforce econonuc 
sanctions against South Africa and i*eeull the High Cuminissioiier from thort as 
a protest , 

Some Honourable Members: The question be now put 
The Honourable Dr. N. B. Khare (Commonw'eulth Kelatifn, Member). Sir, 
1 do not lliiiik I can till the House .mything new si.a’c 1 met tiiis House last 
tunc, about a year ago, and spoko on this subjiit on an udjournmeut motion 
Adjoutimiiuils may come and adj>mimueuts may go 
Diwan Ohaman Lall: Bui you go on for ..\ir' 

The Honourable Dr. N. B. Khare: but this question of South Africa 

will go on toi ever, as long as my soil and my Honourable friends opposite are 
not as lioe as any liee couutiy lu the woild We wuie asked what measures 
have been taken ui this last yeui which has elapsed after the motion was moved 
on the floor of this House As my Honourable friend here told the House, we 
were going on with the method of negotiations and compromise,* and as the 
House would readily agree, these thmgs take a very very long time—an un- 
coiiseioiiably long time in fact So 1 was impatient us to what was happenmg 
111 that country, and I thought it would be better if 1 called the High Coinis- 
hioiiei here for a personal consultation because I had a presentiment that 
something much worse than the Pegging Act was going to happen to our imfor>^ 
tunate countrymen thoie—had a piesentnncnt, .% sixth sense if T may siv so, 
and that actually happened The new measure which is going to be shortly 
introduced in that legislature—I have no doubts about it^—is a definitely harmful 
thing to our nationals there ft is more intensive as well as extensive in its 
baneful effects At the same tune it is not temporary So if that comes to 

S ass 1 am sure we shall be relegated to ghettos there—^there is not th« least 
oubt about it—and the self-respect of our mother country, Mother India, will 
be very badly assailed I quite realise all that I therefore called the High 
Commissioner and had a personal consultation with him as to how the land lay 
there He has gone back with certain instructionB from the Government of 
India, and though those instructions cannot be disclosed at present, he will 
certainly talk to the representatives of the Union Government and he will tell 
UR from there by correspondence ns to what wc should do and what are the 
effects of the negotiations or instructions So far as I am personally concerned, 
T am convinced that all our efforts will fail—have not the least doubt about 
it: and inspite of whatever w'e may do, the Government of South Africa is not 
going to listen to our negotiations or advice* that is my own inner feeling because 
after all it is Smutty When that happens we have to think what we should do 
in defence of the position of Indians there 

Some friends have referred here to anatomy —J was very pleased to hear the 
voice of a fellow medico from that comer—may tell* him tnaf I am also n 
student of anatomy, and that there is no structural difference between anv 
human being and another, be he a Hindu, Muslim, European, Jew, Chinese or 
anvbody* and so there should be no difference in treatment also I agree with 
him But unfortunately psvchologv, which I also claim to have studied, lellS 
me that certain races in this world have degraded themselves* their heart and 
fheir brain which are two anatomical organs do not function It is an integii- 
ment of a particular colour that ftinotions, that is wrong with them: and that 
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IS why all these troubles are aiismg in this unhappy woilii, and that is why we 
have got this reward from our fiieiids of South Afriea foi .ill that India has aone 
in war efforts or for the United Nations, and all tli.il Indiiin suldii'rb b.ive done 
even to defend and pre\ent an .itt.ick on South Afiic'.i itsell I am soiry for it 
I may assure my friend ovci there that I am not .i Ves-m.m, and if \«)U jieisist 
in calling me a Yes-maii, I mil o.iIl yon No-uian 

Some friends lefeiied to oconoimc sanctions All tliiit will depend on the 
iulMi.- Ill i'o’ itiu.i, we;, i a.I Jl. • Iio^'.ni li.ms, wliuli aie bound to f.ail, I 
am suie But one friend here refen-ed to it—lie i*! not in Ins seat just now — 
and asked “Wii^ does not the (ioxeiiimeiit of India appl> economic sanctions'^’* 
All Mglil Hut .it the same tune he says that ho drinks all llie time the wlnsk.v 
and Bcoteh and everything that comes from South Afiica What a strange 
anomaly is this’ Tl'he want-’ the (Toveriimeiit of India to apply economic 
sanctions and boycott South Afiican pinducls. wh\ should he not begin by 
bovcotting thorn himself? 'Phis is the kr.d of people \vc have to deal with and 
that IS onr great handicap He should have told 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May f interrupt mv Hnnouiable friend'* Is he really 
serious in udvaneing this argument’ Will nn Honourable friend give way’ 

The Honourable Or. M. B. Khare: 1 will not gi\e win It is (putc relevant 
— I know that T’Hinmtely it eomes to this th.it wh.iteMn we ma\ do will not 
be effective but I assure the House that I shall do .ill that T c lu 

Diwan Chaman Lall: What have yoii done so far’ 

The Honourable Dr. H, B. Bliare: All that T can 

Diwan Chaman Lall: That is nothingl 

The Honourable Dr. H. B. Khare: The House knows that the Keciprooity 
Act was enforced against South Africa, although it is onlv a psychological 
solace as I have myself said, but it is something, and mv friend behind told 
the House that it had some effect although it was transient os it w'as bound to 
be 


Baja Sir Salyld Ahmad All Khan Alvl: May I ask the FTonournble Member 
whether he is willing to accept the mandate of this House to apply sanctions 
if be did not receive .any response from the South African Government? 

Diwan Ohamao Lall: You are merely wasting our time 

The Hmiourable Dr. H. B. Khare: We are not constitutionally bound to 
accept it Everybody comes to waste his time here—I am not the only 
exception 


Diwan Ohaman Lall: This is how you look after the interests of India— 
wasting time! But you get well paid for it! 


The Hononrahle Dr. H. B. Khare: You are not doing anything better and 
von are also paid T assure the House that this is not a question which can be 
easily solved I have said before in my previous remarks that until and unless 
India becomes independent this question can never be solved, and for that w'e 
are all responsible It is no fault of mine alone that we are slaves 
Diwan Ohamaii Lall: .You said that last time too 


The HonouraUe Dr. K. B. Khare: T repeat it, because it is so tnie 
An Eenourable Member: No use of g»*tting up then 

The Hcmonrable Dr. K. B. Khare: As regards the recall of the High Com¬ 
missioner T still hold very strongly that he should go on functioning and helping 
bK^that for it. after we break with South Africa, not 
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The Assembly met in the AKbernhly Chamber of the Council House at Kleveii 
of the Clock, Mr President (The incurable Mr. G. V Mavalankar) in the 
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Captain Syed Abid Hussain, M.L A. (North-West Punjab: Muhammadan). 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(a) Oral Answers 

CONSTITir-PION ItfAKINU HoDY 

1. *Pt. Thakur Das Bhargava: Will the Houour.ildi the Leader of the 
House kindly state when, according to his estimate, the Constitution-making 
Body will start work. Low much time it will take, and by what time the Con¬ 
stitution drawn up by it will start functioning 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The Government’s intentions are 
indi'Mted in His Excellency the Vieerov’s statement of the 19th September last 
<'nd m his nddross to this House on the 28th January The exaob plans 
the compo<ution and progiummo of the constitution making body will depend 
upon the discussions which His Excellency will hold with British Indian and 
iStatC'S repiesentatives .ifter the Provincial elections. I am unable to indicate 
any nine schedule 

Prof. B. G. Banga: Has His Excellency the Governor General initiated any 
discussions, prehinmary or otherwise, m regard to this matter with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Indian States? 

The Honouzahle Sir Edward Benthall: I have no information except that 
which is set forth in Hw Excellency’s statement 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Hus the Government of India made any recommendation 
either to the Governor General here or to the British Government in regard to 
this time table? 

The l^monrable Sir Edward Benthall: No; I said I am unable to indicate 
any time table 

Sardar Mangal Singh: May I know whether the Government of India harve 
discussed this matter with the Bntish Parliamentary delegation? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No 

OnomANOBS uubino War Period 

2. *Pt. Thakur Daa Bhargava: Will the Honourable the Law Member kindly 

state how many ordmances the Government of India promulgated during the 
war period, and how many of them are still in force? • 

The EDononrable Sir Aeoka Boy: Ordinances are promulgated' by the Governor 
Genorul. 261 Ordinances hove been promulgated since 24th August, 1039, 
of which 124 are now in force 

Frol. B. G. Banga: Have Government even now any more power to promul¬ 
gate any Ordinance in the name of war emergency? 

The Bcmourable Sir Aacfta Boy: l have told the House that Ordinances are 
promulgated by the Governs General and not by the Government of India- 
( 467 ) A 
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Shxl Sri Prakafla: Is it a fact that the ordinances that have been repe^ed 
are only amending ordinances and that the substantive ordinances arc just 
when they were before? 

The Hcmoorable Sir Asoka Boy: No, that is not quite correct 
Frol. N. Q-. Banga: Aie ordinances now issued in the name of war emergency? 
The Hohoarable Sir Aaoka Boy: If my Honourable friend would look at the 
provisions of law which entitle the Governor General to issue ordinances, he 
A'lll find the answer to his question 

Frol. H. O. Banga: In view of the fact that the war emergency is over, will 
the Government of India make recommendations to the Governor General that 
no more ordinances in the name of the war emergency should be issued? 

Tbe Honourable Sir A>oka Boy: The war emergency is not over 
Sbrl Sri Frakaaa: Will the Honourable Member kindly look into the list of 
ordinances that have been repealed and tell me whether it is not a fact that 
the substantive ordinances remain just where they weri'? 

The E<nioiirable Sir Aaoka Roy: That is not quite correct 
Hr. M. Aaaf All: Is it or is it not a fact that m so far as ordinances are con¬ 
cerned, the normal procedure is that when the Assembly is not in session and 
an or^'nance is passed, within siK months of the passing of the ordinance it must 
be brought before the House, but when the Assembly is in session, there is 
absolutely no occasion for passing ordinances? 

Hi. PreaidaiLi: The Honourable Member will put (mly a question. 

Hr. Aaaf AU: I want an answer I have put the question 

The Honourable Sir Aaoka Boy: That is not the correct position in law 

Hr. H. Aaaf AU: I should like to know the correct position. 

The Honourable Sir AOoka Boy: j think that this is not a supplementary 
question which arises 

Hi. H. Aaaf AU: Is it or IS it not a fact that ordinance is always a substitute 
for legislation? When the House is in session I do not see where the ordinance 
comes in I want an answer 

Hr. Frealdenit: The Honourable Member is asking for opinion on a question 
Hr. H. Aaaf AU: 1 am not asking for an opinion* I am simply asking 4he 
Honourable Member to tell us whether it is or it is not a fact that ordinance is 
always a substitute for legislation. 

(No answer was given ) 

Shii Sri Frakaaa: Will the Honourable Member kindly issue a list <»di- 
uanceo still in force in view of the great confusion that has been caused? 

The Honourable Sir Akoka Boy: I want to have notice of that question 1 
cannot give an aaiswer now 

Hr. President: The Honourable Member wants notice. 

Bhrl Sri Prakasa: I want to know whether the Honourable Member will con¬ 
sider the desirability of issuing such a list The answer to that should not take 
very long 

The Honourable Sir Aaoka Boy: I will consider the desirability. 

Sri H. Anant^jiasayuam Ayyangar: la the Government considering how many 
of these ordinances which are still m force can easily be withdrawn immediately? 
The Honourable Sir Aaoka Boy: Government is always considering it. 

FWf. H. O. Banga: When will Government decide when the war emeigency 
ia over, in view of the fact that it is six months now after the war with Japan 
is over? 

The Hononrable Sir Aaoka Boy: Tf my honourable friend will have a Uttle 
patience he will find the answer to a later question which will give him all the 
informaifion 



STAnilEO QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 450 

SJt. H. ▼. OadgU: Is it or Is it not a fact tiiat ordinances are promulgated 
to put through schemes which are essentially of peacetime nature? 

The BononnUe Sir Aaoka Boy: Sir, I must protest against this sort of sup¬ 
plementary questions May I draw your attention to Rule 10 of the Legislative 
Rules ^ I submit with confidence that these questions are not put for me pur¬ 
pose of further elucidating any matter of fact regarding which an answer has 
been given. I was asked how many ordinances are still in force and how many 
ordinances have been promulgated during the war period* and by way of supple- 
mentanes I am asked to enter into a debate as to when and how ordinances can 
be passed and what sort of ordinances have been repealed, etc I submit they 
arc not supplementary questions. 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Is that'an answer or is it an argument? 

The HonouiaUe Sir Atoka Boy: That is my submission to the Honourable 
Mr President. 

Mr. ftetIdeBt: We may go to the next question. 

Lifuno oFjr of Contbols 

3. *Pt. Thaknr Dat Bkaigava: Will the Honourable the Law Member kindly 
indicate the probable time when food, cloth and other controls on the necessaiiea 
of life will be lifted^ 

The BooouraUe Sir Edward Benthall: The existing controls are .for the most 
part operated on the authority of legislation enacted at the Centire by virtue of 
section 102 of the Constitution Act. Under the operation of sub-section (4) M 
that section such legislation will cease to have effect six months after the revo¬ 
cation of the Proclamation of Emergency. It is the intention) of His Excellency 
the Governor-General to roveke the Proclamation on the Ist April, 1046, and 
Government hope to be in a position to make an early announcement in regard 
to the future treatment of controls. Their intention is to maintain controls ot 
<i few essential commodities including foodstuffs and textiles in some form. 

Sri M. An a n t han ayanm Ayyangu: ^ it not a fact that these controlis were 
brought into existence under the D.I B. Rules where specific provision is made 
for such controls? 

The Honoiinibla Sir Bdwird Benthal: Not wholly. 

Dr. Sir Bla Dddln Ahmad: Will the Honourable gentleman take this House 
into confidence if controls are to be continued beyond the Ist of April? 

The Konourahle Sir Bdward Baattiall: Yes, Sir; we will make a statement 
to the House and' give an opportunity for the House to be informed. 

Pboduoiion of Castob Sbbd* 

4. *Ft. Thaknr Daa Bhargava: (a) Will the Agriculture Secretary Idndly 
state the annual production of Castor Seed in the Country in the five yedrs pre¬ 
ceding the war and the annual production of Castor Seed during the years of 
war*. 

(b) How much Castor Seed and Castor oil were exported out of the country 
during the five years before the war and during the yeurs of war? 

(c) Is it a fact that before the war Castor oil was used by the E. I. R. 

Administration for lubrication of axles and other similar purj^es? • 

(d) Is it a fact that during the war other Railway administrations also used 
Castor oil for lubrication of Vehicles and other similar purposes? 

Sir Fheroie Xhan^t: (a) and (b). A statement giving the infwmation asked 
for by the Honourable Member is mid on tiie table. 

(c) and (d) Jes. 
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•These eatiinates relate to the ciop m Madras, Bombay, Bihar, C P. and fiorar Orissa, 
U. P , Sind, Hyderabad, Baroda, Mi sore and the Bombay States These tracts cover practi 
cally the whole area cultivated with castor seed in India 

Tlncluding exports through British India Ports and the Kathiawar States Ports 'Iho 
figures for 1944 45 lepresents exports during the whole year for the British India Ports but 
for 8 months only (April to November) for the Kathiawar States Ports. 

^Exports through British India Ports only No castor oil is exported through the 
Kathiawar States Ports 


Prol. H. O. Banga: In view of the fact tihat the Railways have been using 
more and more of castor oil and also in view of the fact that more castor oil 
is needed by rural people in view of the existing scarcity of kerosene oil supply, 
what steps do the Government of India propose to take to encourage the greater 
production of castor seed? 

Sir PlieroEe Kharegat: Fethaps that question might be appropriately put in 
connection with question No. 6. 

Castob On. FOB Railways 

6. *Pt. Ttaakur Das BhargaYa: (a) Will the Agriculture Secretary kindly 
state how much Castor oil was purchased and used bv the Railways during the 
years 1948, 1944 and 1945, and how much Castor oil was purchased and used 
by the Railways during 1936, 1987 and 1938? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Castor Cake is extremely useful by way of manure 
and its demand has grown of late years as a result of the ‘Grow More Food’ 
campaign? 

(c) Is it a fact that the increase in the demand of Castor oil in the Country 
has led to the growth of the industry of crushing Castor Seed and also resulted 
in the cultivation getting a much better price than before for the Castor Seed? 

(d) Ipo Gove^ment propose to con^nue the use of Castw oil for lubrication 
and similar purposes by Railway administrations and thereby foster the growth 
of the industry of crushing Castor Seed? 

Sir Fbeioze Kharegat: (a) A statement giving the information asked for by 
fihe Honourable Member is laid on the table 

(b) Yes. 

(c) It is a fact that more castor seed is crushed in India now than before 
the war and that it fetches a higher price. 

(d) Castor Oil will continue to be used as a lubricant where fbund suitalble 
BO long as the quahty offered, price demanded and pnformuice afforded oonti- 

niiA fn enn¥iATnir> {lictiflf.afinn 









shewing Castsr off purchased and Used by EaUu-ages During the Tears 1936-39 



1,616 1.698 2,322 2,349 2,290 2,366 10,600 10,107 13,150 12,814 10.934 10.044 
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not. n. O. Baaga: May 1 put that question now. iWhat steps are the (loy- 
emment of India taking in order to push up the productm of caatcsr seed? 

Sir Pharoie Kharegat: One of the proposals is to set up an Oil Seed Com* 
inittoe about which a Bill will come before this House m a few days’ time. 
At the same time* the Imperial Council of Agricultural Hesearoh ore financing 
schemes for research on castor seed which will produce better yields of oil. 

Policy re Pakistav. 

6. *Hr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Harcxm Jailer: Will the Honourable the Leader 
of the House please state if Government will consider the question of recom¬ 
mending to His Majesty’s Government that before the constituent assembly is 
convened, a clear statement of the policy as regards the establishment of 
Pakistan be made by Parliament? 

The Eoaourable Sir Sdward Bmifhall: 1 regret I am unable to make any 
statement on the question raised by the Honourable Member. The intentions 
of His Majesty’s Government m regard to the constitutdonal programme are indi¬ 
cated 111 the reply which I gave to Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava’s question No. 
1 today 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haroon Jsfler: I would like to know from the Honour¬ 
able Member whether His Majesty’s Government have accepted in principle 
the question of establishing Pakistan? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have already said that I regret that 
1 am unable to make any statement on the question 

Mr Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: Why not? 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddln Ahmad: Is the Honourable gpiitlenian in a position to 
make a statement on the points with which he is familiar and knows about ^ 

The Hononrahle Sir Edward fienthaU: I am afraid I cannot make any state¬ 
ment 

Sardar Mongol Singh: May I know whether the Government of India have 
considered this matter in the Executive CounciP 

Hie Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am unable to add anything to my 
previous answer. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Have the Government of India addressed any com¬ 
munication to His Majesly’s Government about this matter’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I cannot add to my previous answer. 

Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan: May I know if the Government of India have 
ever considered this question? 

(No leply.) 

7. *[Withdrawn]. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad: In view of the publicity that has already been 
giveri to this question which has been struck off, may I have your permission 
to publish its reply because I am the victim The official influence has always 
been against me They shut up the voters and drove them like sheep to the 
polling booth and worked against me 

Mr. Frealdent: I will consider the matter afterwards. 

Ixdo-Bkitisii Tariff Relation s 

8. •Prof. H. O. ROnga: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member be 
pleased to state. 

(a) if be will consider the question of informing the Secretary of State for 
^ndia and the British Premier, Mr. Attlee, that Mr. Attlee’s statement in his 
Mansion House Speech of the 9th November, 1946, that “Ever since 1^1, the 
Indian Government has had unfettered responsibility for its tariff policy entirely 
free from control by the British Government” is unsubstantiated by facts <A 
Indo-British tariff relations, negotiations and political relations; if not, why not; 
aoud 
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(b) whether it is not a fact that the Ottawa Pact has not been abeadloin^ by 
the Government of India, despite the Assembly’s recommendation that it bo 
ended ? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir X. AHnl Bnqno: (a) No, Sir, Government do not 
consider it necessary to address the Secretary of S<ate for India in the matter, 
because tlie stuteiiient actually made cannot be described us ‘unsubstantiated 
by facts’. 

(b) I presume that the Honourable Member’s question refers to tte Ottawa 
Trade Agreement, 1032. This agreement was terminated in 1039. The second 
part of the question does not, therefore, arise. 

Mr. Mw in Subedar: ArS Government aware of the fiction which has been 
promulgated particularly in the U.S A. that India is enjoying tariff autonomy, 
meaning that when the Government of India and this liCgislature agree the 
United Kingdom will not interfere? Are they not aware of this fiction? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axinl Huqne: I am not aware of any fiction. 
I'.ini aware of the convention 

Mir. Mann Snbedar: May I ask then whether the Government of India have 
considered this fact that so long as the Government is controlled from London 
.inv agreement arrived at must be an agreement approved of by their superiors 
111 Fionilon and therefore the tariff convention ha<, no meaning whatsoever. 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huque: The Honourable Member has 
enttred into an argument and opinion I stand b\ my reply that there is a 
convention 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Government stop this propaganda in the 
United Slates of America that this eountiy possesses tariff autonomy 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huque: 1 am afraid I am not aware of the 
piupagniida 

Prof. K. Q-. Ranga: Whnrt is the present position? Is India free or noi, to 
iiii|)oso an.\ tariff duties it likes ujicn the Ignited Kingdom imports if it so chooses^ 

The Honouraine Dr< Sir M. Axizul Huque: The position is exactlv the same 
.18 that iiientioiied In Sir George Itsnnv in 1930 and that stands 

Prof. BT. O. Range: It is rather difficult for us to remember what was said m 
1930 Ma.v r .ssk the Hoiiouinhle Member to give us the contents of the state¬ 
ment made in 1980? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azlxul Huque: This nas the reply given by Sir 
(ieorge Jiaiin as he ipioted then fiom the report of the Joint Select Committee. 
The convention is grant of liberty to the Government of India to devise those 
tariff nrrnmgements which seem best fitted to India’s needs as an integral part of 
the liiitish Empire. That stands as a matter of convention. 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Is it not a fact that m spite of the 
repudiation of the Ottawa Agreement, preferential tariffs are allowed in the 
ease of the United Kingdom? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huque: The whole question of tariffs is 
examined on its merits with reference to each country and whatever tariff 
.‘irrengemonts have to be made will bo made in the best interests of India. 

Prof. N. G- Ranga: Oh, oh. ■ 

Date for Official Termination of War 

9. *Dr. Sir Zla Uddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House kindly state why no declaration has yet been made fixing the date for the* 
official termination of the hostilities? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; With your permission. Sir, I propose 
to reply to questions Nos 9 and 16 together. 

An Ordinance is being promulgated today providing that, for the purpose 
of references in statutory provisions and in contracts to the present war or the 
present hostilities, the present war and the present hostilities shall hc deemed 
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to continue to, and to end on, the date (m which the Proclamation of Fmer* 
gency under section 102 of the Constitution Act is revoked It is the intention 
of His Excellency the Governor-General to revoke the Proclamation on the 
Ist April. 1940 

Hr. Ledie Owilt: Is that proclamation going to include three dates, those 
for the end of the war with Italy, Japan and Germany ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: All wars will be included in it 
Shri Sri Frakasa: Ma^ I take it that on the 1st October, 1910 all oidinance 
rule will end, that is six months from the official declaration of the cessation 
of the war’ 

I am sorry to have confused the Honourable Member like that 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I think I should ask not ce of that 
question I think the answer is piobably contained in my reply to question 
No 3 

Dr. Sir Zla Uddin Ahmad: May I ask it the Defence of India Buies will 
also ccusc to operate on the ist of April, 1946? ' 

The Hiimourable Sir Edward Benthall: They w.ll cease to operate on the 
Ist of October, 1946 

Hr. Hanu Subedar: Why have the Govemuieiit' taken so long to come to th s 
decision as to the date of the stoppage of hostilities'* 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: If the Honourable Member will have 
patience until Question No 18 is reached, he will get the answer. 

Emlabgement oi Appellate Powers of Federal Coitbt 

10. *Sardar Hangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Law Member please 
state 

fa) viheii Goiernuient propose to arrange a debate in this House on tlieir 
resolution, dated the IStli January, 1945, regarding the enlargement of appellate 
powers of the Federal (*ourt as promised by them m the last Budget Session, and 
(b) whether the Government of India or the Secretary of State for India 
have reconsidered their decisions in the light of the opinions received in response 
to the piiblieation of tlie resolution and have come to some decision; if so. what 
the new decision is’ 

The Honouiablie Sir Asoka Boy; (a) T have given notice of a Besolution on 
this subject which apiiears in Admitted List No 2, dated the 30th January, 
and I propose to consult Party Leaders before deciding when to move the same. 

(bj The Besolution dated the 16th January, 194.5, did not purport to embody 
decisions It contained proposals (wi which opinions have since been obtained 
and circulated to Honourable Members The views of Government on the 
action which should be taken on a consideration of these opinions are embodied 
in tile Besolution referred to in the reply to part (a) 

ShYi Sri Frakasa: Is jt not a fact that the Federal Court is so overloaded 
with work that it will be dangerous for the Judges to have more, work added 
to It** 

The Honourkble Sir Asoka Boy: That is a matter of opinion Mv Honour¬ 
able friend mav keep his opinion to himself 

COESTltTmOE-MAXlEO BODY 

• 11. •Sardar Hangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Leader of the House 

please state 

(a) whether an opportunity will bo given to this House to discuss the plans 
for setting up the Constitution-making Body m India, 

(b) if the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, when the day or days are likely 
to be appointed for the discussion; 
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(c) if the answer to (a) above be in the negative, how Government propose to* 
consult tUs House with regard to the plans of setting up the Constitution- 
making Body; and 

(d) whether it is proposed to give this House due representation on the 
Constitution-making Body? 

The HonouraUe Sir Edward Benthall: (a), (b), (c) and (d) I regret I am 
unable to give any reply to the Honourable Member’s question at this stage 
His attention is invited to the reply I gave earlier to Pandit Thakur Das^ 
Bhargava’s question No 1 

sn M. Ananthaaayaaam Ayyangar: May 1 ask if the Honourable Member 
has consulted His Excellency the Governor General whether an opportunity 
will be given ? We are* not asking him to fix exactly the t'me-tablc or the 
dates but will an opportunity be given to this House to consider the plans that 
are sought to be made? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I regret that 1 cannot add anything 
to His Excellency’s pronouncement of September Itlth 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Part (b) is entirelv different If the answer to part 
(a) is in the affirmative, then it is entirely for the Lender of the House to say. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have not answered part (a) in the 
affirmative 

CON.STITUTION-MAKlNa BODY 

12. * Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Leader of the House 
please state whether Government intend appointing a small committee or a 
special officer to collect materials for the use of the Constitution-making Body 
to be set up after the general elections? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Material which is likely to be of 
assistance to the Constitution-making Body is being collected by the lleforms 
Secretariat winch bus ixiceiitly been strengthened by the appointment of Sir 
B N Bail as an Officer on Special Duty. 

Frol. E. O. Banga: In view of the fact that the Government of India have 
said that they have no responsibility whatsoever m regard to this matter and 
that it IS a special preserve of the Governor General, how' is it that the Govern¬ 
ment of India have placed the services of their Secretariat in regard to the 
gathering of the material for this Constitution-making Body? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: It is part of the Governor General b 
Secretariat and I presume that the Honourable Member does w'ish some material 
to be collected 

Prof. E. O. Banga: We would like that information to be collected by the- 
Governor General on his own responsibilitv 

Mir. Freaideat: Order, Order* that is no question 

Forfeiture of Deposits of Central Assembly Candidates 

18 *sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Leader of the House 
please state 

(a) how mnnv candidates forfeited their deposits during the last general' 
elections to the Central Assembly, how many of them were sitting members’ 

(b) to which parties did they belong? 

The HemouraUe Sir Aaoka Boy: (a) 50 and 4 respectiveby 

(b) Government have no official information but they believe the following 
figures to be approximately correct 

Hindu Mahasabha .20 

Independents 20 


Nationalist Muslims T 

Congress ..8_ 


including one candidate who 
sought to stand on behalf 
of the Muslim League but 
did not reoeive the League- 
ticket. 


60 
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Sbxi Sn Fiakasa: May 1 know what the Government does with this for* 
feited money and under what head it is credited in Government accounts? 

The Eononrable Sir Asoka "Sjayi I presume it goes mto the general revenues 
'Of Government. 


STtTDBNTS SBKT ABBOAD FOB HIGHBB STUDIES 
14. *Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Secretary of the Department of Edu¬ 
cation please state* 

(a) how many students have been sent abroad for higher studies by (i) the 
Government of India, (ii) the Provincial Governments, (lii) the Indian states, and 
(iv) i>rivate institutions and individuals; , 

fb) to what countries thev have been sent and how they are getting on; 
and 

(o) whether there was some trouble when the first liout carrving Indian 
students was about to leave Bombay, if so, what the trouble was and what its 
details are? 

Dr. J(dm Sargent: (a) The following numbers of students have so far been 
sent abroad for advanced studies: 


(i) By the Government of India, 144 to the U K and 93 to the USA 

(ii) By the provincial Governments, 103 to the U.K and 66 to the U S A. 
(lii) In respect of Indian State candidates, the Government of India hirve 

so far recommended the grant of priority passages to 34 students for U K and 
for 17 students to the USA It is not however known how many of such 
studints have actually sailed, as some States have made their own travel 
arrangements 

(iv) No figures are available regarding the number of students sent bv private 
institutions and individuals 


TT Government of India have set up organizations both in U K nmd in 
the USA to look a^tor the welfare not only of students sent as Government 
scholars but also of private students going at their own expense There have 
been and still are difficulties arising mainly for post-war conditions abroad but 
it may be said that on the whole the students are settling down satisfactorily 

troirsh?,? students who were to have sailed by a 

troorship declined to do so mainly because they were not at the tune aware 
attaching to travel on troopifeck All these studentv. were 
however accommodated on other vessels 

Maulaaa Zafar AU Khan: What is the proportion of the Muslim students? 

Sargent: I am afraid I shall want notice of that question With 
regard to the scholarships actvmllv awarded by the Central and, I believe Pro- 
wncial, Governments the proporticais laid down for communities in the Home 
Department regulation were observed 

of Government received anv complaints from any 

of those students who have been sent to the United Kingdom ’ 

Sargent: There have been certain difficulties which the officers 
deputed abroad from my Deiiartment are now endeavouring to sort out, but 
they have been very few 

Ahmad: May I ask whether the Government of India 
tt the passage to those studenls who have been 

selected bv the Universities from the members of the staff? 

^Dr. John Sargent: T am afraid that is a question I cannot answer So far 
as we are <?fncemed, we advise the Civilian Passage Control Department as 
to the prionty which, we think, should be allotted to different students The 
•decision remains with them 


»r. St a. Wddln Ahmad: Wdl the Honourable Memhor-s Department be 
prepared to make recommendations? 


Dr. J(dm Sargent: Oh, yes; we do so. 
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HffMig sJ Singh: May I know whether the Government of India is 
getting periodical reports from the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America? 

Jit. John SMgttit: Yes, Sir. 

Szi M. AnanthaMyanam Ayyangar: Is it not a fact that a report appeared 
in the Hindustan Times and is not the Honourable Member aw^^ that students 
are not admitted m the proper Universities or given those facilities for getting 
into such studies as are necessary or required by them? Is it not a fact that 
they are asked to change from one subject to another? 

Dr. J<An Sargent: With regard to this end, no student selected by the 
Central Government was* asked to undertake any subject except that for which 
he himself had expressed preference unless with his own consent But we 
have to face the fact that owing to the difficulty in getting passages certain 
places in certain subjects which we had previously obtained in institutions 
abroad, owing to the delay on the part of the students in reaching there, have 
• lapsed Wherever I have seen a case of a student who appeared not to have 
been satisfactorily placed with regard to the subject which he wished to study, 
I have asked for a report from our Liaison officer in the country concerned 

Sri H. AnaathaEayanam Ayyaagar: May I ask how many of them have had 
to chimgo over to other subjects? 

Dr. John Sargent: I cannot give the exact number 

Sri H. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Is i€ not a fact that no difficulties have 
arisen so far as the Gov«‘ninient of India students me concerned and that the 
students selected by the Provincial Governments are undergoing difficulties? 

Dr. John Sargent: 1 am afraid I cannot answer that 

Sri K. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Arc not the Honourable Member and 
the Government of India looking after the welfare of those students also who 
wen sent by the Provincial Governments? 

Dr, John Sargent: Our organisations abroad are for the service of all 
students whether sent by the Central Government, the Piovmcial Governments, 
the State Governments or students who proceed at their own expense and on 
their own initiative. We are endeavouring to help all of them equally. 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Therefore may we take it that the 
Honourable Member has not vet received any reports of complaints from those 
pel .cons who have been selected by Provincial Governments regarding accom¬ 
modation in Universities and colleges m England or America^ 

Dr. John Sargent: A cerfain number of complaints have been received I 
personally looked into one or two of those reports But I am afraid I cannot 
vay offhand whether they were in regard to Central Government scholars or 
proMiipial scholars or others We are treating all alike 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
students even holding first class tickets were not afiowed to travel in cabins 
but were thrown on the deck? 

Dr. Joto Sargant: Last year when the passage position was very serious 
the only kind of passage which became available for students at that time was 
troopdeck accommodation in troopships I regret thort in the jiegmning, although 
the students were quite clearly informed that it would be troopdeck 
accommodation, exactly what was involved was not made clear After the 
incident which I referred to occurred, every step was taken to make it quite 
clear to students what accommodation would be available. I am glad that the 
position in regard to actual accommodation has since then improved * 

Seth Ckliyind Das: Are there any fresh complamts regarding accommodation ? 

Dr. Jidin Sargent: I have not heard of any 

Sri K. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Have all students sailed or are there still 
some left? 
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1^. ilohn Bargeiit: There are still a cmsiderable number of students for 
whom we have not yet been able to obtain passage. 

8rl M. Anuiflianyanam Ayyangar: Will the Government take special care 
to see that such difficulties do not recur m the case of students who are going 
to be selected? 

Dr. John Sargent: Yes, Sir 

. Pandit Oovlnd lEalaviya: Have the Government taken into consideration 
the possibility of utilising the total amount wh'ch is to be spent on these 
students for the purpose of opening training centres in India and getting exports 
from abroad and giving training to students here? 

Dr. John Sargent: Yes, Sir 

Pandit Oovlnd Malaviya: With what result? 

Dr. John Sargent: i’roposals aic at present under consideration. We are 
trying to provide unproved facilities for training m higher technical studies in 
this country 

Dr, Sir Zia Uddm Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member approach the 
authorities of the British ITiuversity to be more considerate in the admission 
of Tnduin students, particularly m \ic\v of the fact that admissions in Univer¬ 
sities aie at present closed*’ 

Dr. John Sargent: When I was m England in 1044, I met the Vice-Chan¬ 
cellors of British Universities and pressed upon them the claims of Indian 
students I think on the whole thev have been very sympathetic in their atti¬ 
tude towards this matter, but at the same time one has to realise that there is 
tremendous pleasure on Univeisities for aecommodirtion not merely from students 
now being demobilised hut also m view of the promises which were given to the 
Governments of devastated countries in Europe that um\er8it\ education 
facilities would be provided for their nationals also. 

Pandit Oovlnd Malaviya: Have Government any well thought out plan as 
to the way they will utilise these specially trained students from abroad when 
they return to this country or is it simply a general pious feeling that they 
will help in the better development of thmgs m this country ? 

Dr. John Sargent: No, Sir The students have been selected with reference 
to particular demands set out by the different departments of the Government 
of India and those demands are determined with reference to specific prospects 
of employment for the students when they return 

Pandit Oovlnd Malaviya: Do I take it then that on return every one of 
these students has practically before hand been allotted the jjOKt to wh ch lie 
will be sent? 

Dr. John Sargent: Not any part'cular post but employment within the range 
of the subject which he has been btudying. 

Steamer Commuricatior in India’s West Coast 

15 *Mr. Ahmed Ebiahim Haroon Jaflez: (a) Will the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member be pleased to state why steamer communicatioa in the West Coast 
between Bombay and North and South Kanara is not resumed in spite of the 
cessation of hostilities and better shipping position? 

(b) Aie Government aw’aie of the resultant moonvenience to the public? If 
80 , what do Government propose to do in the matter, and when? 

(c) Do Government propose to look into the matter and ask the authorities 
concerned to resume the means of communication? 

The Hbnonrable Dr Sir M. Azisul Hnqae: (a) The cessation of hostilities 
has not yet made it possible for Government to release from requisition the 
cargo cum passenger steamer of the Bombay Steam Navigation Company 
with the exception of one which is plying between Bombay, Cutch Mandvz 
and Karachi So far as commercial shippmg is concerned, the shipping posi¬ 
tion has not therefore improved 
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(b) and (c). Government fully sympathise witii the people of the North and 
South Kanara Districts who have been seriously inconvenienced for want of 
shipping facilities. The matter is. however, receiving the urgent consideration 
of Government and it is hoped to resume the Bombay/Mangalore passenger 
service in the near future. 

Mr. Alimsd Ibnlilm Banon Jsfler: Instead of sympathising with the 
public, may I suggest to the Honourable Member to take the trouble of g<Mng 
to the district by road and rail. . . . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member must put a question 

Mr. Ahmed Xbrahim Hsroon Jsfler: Will the Honourable Member take the 
trouble of visiting the district and see for himself the great inconvenience 
caused to the public? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Asisul Buqne: I can better uti'ioH bv trying to 
arrange service as soon as possible 

Prof. H. O. Banga: In view of the consideration tliat Govemn.ent is giving 
to this question of resumption of shipping facilities K>i inland ports, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to consider the needs of the Fijisf Coast also’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Asisul Huque: I think the Government are con- 
aidenng the uhole aspect of the question so fai as they have been able to do it 

Date for Officiai. Termination oi- War 

116 . *Mr. Leslie Owilt: Will the Honourable the Ijeader of the House please 
state the dates which the Government of Tndm propose to declare as the offi¬ 
cial end of the war against the European Axis partners and Japan * 

U. K 0. C.’s Activities 

17. *Mr. Manu Subedai; (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
please state if it is a fact that the Commerce Secretary said to the Indian 
Merchants’ Chamber that the activities of the U K C C m India would cease? 

(b) Have these activities actually stopped, if so, from w'hich date? 

(c) Is it a fact that the operations of the Food Ministry of the United Kmg- 
dom are still continuing in India? 

(d) Have Government any information us to the volume and value of differ* 
ent items of food purchased by this inganizaticm in the country? If so, what 
are they from the Ist January, 1045? 

The Honouiulfle Dr. Sir M. Asisul Huque: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes, from Slst January 1946. 

(o) Yes. 

(d) It is not clear whether Honourable Member’s question refers to the 
Ministry of Food or United Kingdom Commercial Corporation but neither of 
them has purchased any foodgrains or foodstuffs except that dunng the twelve 
months ending Slst October 1945 the Ministry purchased 871,184 tons ground* 
nuts against a quota of 500,000 tons 

Mr. Msau Snbedar: In view of the food distress in this country, may I 
know if Government have decided definitely and finally to prohibit the export 
of groundnut from this country? * 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Asisul Huque: That question is being considered 
May 1 inform my Honourable friend that the groundnut production in the 
whole of India is a little over 3^ million tons and my Honourable friend should 
realise that only about 200,000 or 300,000 tons are being exported That ques¬ 
tion is being considered. 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Why then was even this small quantity permitted to 
be exported in view of the food crisis in this country? 
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T1l 6 BtoouxftblB Or. Six JC. Aiixul Beoause the organiBation which 

my Honourable friend represents and other economic organisations had drawn 
attention repeatedly that sonle small quantities should be available for export 
in order to keep up our export market. 

Mr. Muiu Subedar: Was that not before the dire fact about the imp ending ’ 
famine m this country was revealed? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiiiul Huque: 1 have already said that that 
question in view of the food situation in the country is under careful exaniina> 
tion. I am afraid I um unable to say anythmg more just now. I hope my 
Honourable friend wou'd get an answer very soon on that point. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May 1 know if the Food Ministry of United Kingdom 
is still operatmg m this country and they are not buying food, what are they 
doing here? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huque: 1 have got no information on this 
point except on this question of groundnut which I have answered 

Prof. N. O. Banga: With reference to part (b), may I know if this includeSt 
the total quantities of food and food grams that are placed at the disposal of 
British and American troops in this country? 

The HcmouraUe Dr. Sir M. Axiiul Huque: I thmk that question does not 
require any answer from me. 

Prof. H. O. Banga: Who else will answer that? 

The Honouxable Dr. Sir M. Aiiaul Huque: I cannot understand why I 
should be asked to give the world requirements of food in a question relating 
to Food Ministry which I have already specifically answered 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Is it a fact that U K C C purchased sugar in thia 
country from January 1945 to the close of the year and sold it m Persia at 
many times the purchase price here? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axixul Huque: No, Sir 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Are not exports of foodgrains going on still? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiiaul Huque: Certain foodgrains are totally 
prohibited But there are certain food articles such as pepper, for example- 
which are exported in small quantities. 

Date fob Officiai. Tebbcdtatiok or War 

18 *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the House 
please state whether Government have considered the desirability of declaring, 
as early as possible, the date of the f<»mal cessation of hostilities, on which 
many private contracts depend? 

(b) What IS the reason for having delayed the declaration of this date so 
long orfter the hostihties stopped both in the East as well as in the West? 

(c) Do Government regard the operations, which the British Government ia 
carrying on m Indonesia, as hostilities against the principal enemies concerned 
m the war? 

(d) When will Government make an aimouncement on this subject? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bsntbsll: (a) and (d) The Honourable Mem> * 
bei^is referred to the reply which I have just given to questions 9 and 16 

(b) There is no question of undue delay. In the absence of statutory 
intervention, the wars with Germany and Japan would have continued for 
statutory purposes until Peace Treaties, had been signed and ratified, and 1 
would remind the Honourable Member that the stertutory date for the teixni- 
nation of the war of 1914-1918 was in August 1921. 

(c) No. 
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Mr. Manu Subedar: Will Oovernn^ent say something which will allay tha 
feeling m this country that the principal reason for this delay has been the 
desire of Government to use the Ordinances, particularly those relating to 
ciirieiK‘y, hnaiice and economic affairs, which were promulgated during the 
war emergency? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: 1 have just said that there is no. 
question of undue delay 

Prof. IT. O. Banga: Tn regard to the U K. is it a fact or not that the 
cessation of hostilities has been published already? 

The HononraUe Sir Edward Benthall: I shall require notice. 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: What is the exact position regarding the cessation of 
Ordinance rule^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have replied to that in my answer 
to question No 3 

Mr. Manu Subedar: If the answer to part (c) is m the negative why are 
Indian troops still in Indonesia? 

The HononraiUe Sir Edward Benthall: I refer the Honourable Member to. 
the debate which took place on the adjournment n.c>lion on the opening day 
of this session 

Ehr. Mann Subedar: I want the Honourable Member either to deny that 
there arc Indian troops m Indonesia today or to say that they have been 
withdrawn 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: It does not seem to arise in any 
way. 

Mir. Manu Subedar: It arises from part (c) If hostilities have ceased in 
Indonesia there is no purpose of keeping Indian troops there I want to know 
whether these troops have now been withdrawn from there. 

The Honourable Sir Edward Bentball: The question was whether Govern^ 
ment regard the operations, which the British Government is casing on in 
Indonesia, ns 'Hostilities against the principal enemies concerned in the war; 
and the answer was in the negative. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: In the light of the Honourable Member's reference to 
the debate that took place in this House the other day, have Government 
considered the opinion of this House as expressed on that occasion and decided 
to withdraw our troops from Indonesia? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: There are a number of questions on 
this subject put down for the 7th instant. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Is His Maj'esty’s Government also making a similar 
announcement regarding the termination of hostilities? 

Ae Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am afraid I have no information 

Disfosal of Akhbican SniFFiNa 

19. *Mr. Mhnn Snbedar: (a) Has the Honourable the Commerce Member- 
opened any negotiations with the Government of the U S A , or has he received 
any communication from the Agent-General m U. S. A , with regard to the 
disposal of American shipping? 

(b) Have Government formulated any proposal for bringing in a larger 
amount of shipping under Indian registration and for offering'any special faci¬ 
lities to Indian shipping companies to acquire more ships either in the United 
Kingdom, the Continent of Europe, or U. S A ? 

(o) How many ships taken over during the period of the war from the 
coastal trade for war purposes have been returned to their respective owners? * 

(d) Does the Ministrv of Shipping in the United Kingdom still function in 
India in regard to the allotment of shipping space? 

(e) What steps have Government taken in mder to terminate this arrange-- 
ment since the stoppage of hoetilitics? 
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The Hcmounble Or. Sir M. Aiiinl Huque: (a) The answer to the first 
part of the question is m the negative. As rega^s the second pai-t, Govem- 
iiient have been kept informed by their Agent General froiu time to time, of 
developments in the United States of America in this matter 

(b) The question oi e.xpuiision of the Indmii Mercantile Marine is now 
•being looked into by ii Sub*eoiiimittee set up by the Shipping Policy Com¬ 
mittee in October last, and Government’s policy on this question will bo 
formulated on receipt of the Sub-committee’s report Meanwhile Government 
arc endeavouring to assist in every possible way Indian Shipping (’oinpanies 
in their effort to acquire additional tonnage. 

(c) The information is being collected and will be laid on the table of the 
House in due course 

(d) Yes, but only m regard to ships on the British Register 

(e) The possibility of terminating the existing shipping control was consi¬ 
dered recently but it was decided that the control should continue for the 
present The position will be reviewed in the next few months; 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that the United States ddmims- 
tration haNc declared th.it they will give preferences to Governments in 
acquiring Ihe surplus of S A shipping, may I know why tins Government 
have not negotiated with the USA for the puichase of some ships to be 
distributed to the mercantile inarme? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: Wc have guen evcr\ .issistance 
to a’l Tndi.iii eoinpanics who aic anxious to procure tonnage from abroad bv 
not only suiipofting their cases but taking steps to see that they go abroad 
and their representations reeeive proper consideration 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Sir, a private shipping company when it goes to the 
USA to purchase does not come within the preferential eategorx Tt is 
Government which come in the preferential category, and may I know if after 
ascertaining these facts the Government of India will in their own right make 
some purchases and then distribute these ships to these private companies’ 

The Honourahle Dr. Sir K. Axisul Huque: If my Honourable friend will 
kindly send me a memorandum on this point I will certainly have this ques¬ 
tion looked into 

Firms tmfortiro PRovisioirs nrro Bombay Presidency 

20. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
please state if it is a fact that there are onlv four firms who have been given 
licences for importing provisions and tinned food into the Province of Bombay 
from abroad, and that all these are European firms? 

(b) Will Government give the names of parties, who have been given licences 
for importmg provisions and tinned food info India since the 1st of January, 
1945, and the quantities for which such licences have been issued’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Adna Huque: (a) No Sir At Bombay licences 
for imports of the foodstuffs mentioned have been issued to thirteen firms of 
which seven are European and six Indian 

(b) I regret it is not possible for me to disclose these names and other 
details in public interests 

Mr. Manu Subadar: May T know why only six Indian firms are taken and 
seven European firms and w'hy the names cannot be given in the public in¬ 
terests, just in order to allay the eharge of discrimination? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. AeIbuI Huque: T categorically deny that Ihere 
hae been anv discrimination The principle on which this allotment was 
made as regards the import was on the basis of a pre-war figure or figures 
“which were available in the basic period And the reason why I am not pre¬ 
pared to disclose the names is that it will really out across all commercial 
practice if Government disclose the names of importers and the quantities 
importad 
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Mr. Manu Subedar: Cannot my Honourable friend even give information 
n«i to iVie names of licensees? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: No, Sir, 1 do not think it will 
he fair to these people that 1 shouM give all these names 

Mr. Manu Subedar: ll^uy I know why tins purdah or mystery is being 
maintained with regard to the names of these licensees’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aauul Huque: I have said quite definitely that 
pulilic ml crest demands that names of those who have received licenses 
should not be disclosed in public 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Were Ihe ProMiieml (ioiornmonts and thf Chambers 
ol Couuncrce consulted on .this subjoc-t'’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aaizul Huque: If import licenses hu\c to be 
issued after receiving tlie opinions of Piovincial tiovcriiments and Chamber 
org.uiisulions, niy Honourable friend will set down an adjournment motion 
censuiing me for the long delay 

• Mr. Manu Subedar: If monopoly licensing is given to a few tirms, may I 
know wliy this House should bo denied uiloimation to their names’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Anzul Huque: 1 have denied tiint it is a 
monopo'y'. tlieie are se\en Knropeans and six Indians And for the informa¬ 
tion of 111 \ Honourable friend 1 may sav that thcio are cases where Indians 
aKo ha\e iceoived the l.irgest amount of import as against Europeans 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Will the Honourable Moinbei guc the percentages 
of the Indian and Euiopenn firms’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huque: It is very dilheult for me to 
isolate Hoiiibay from the rest of India If my Honourable friend wants figures 
as to the different articles,—which indude things like jam, jolly, canned food 
ami a nuiiiher of othei inipoited things,—and if 1 have to dig into each item, 

I am prepared to give the information but it will take a very long time to 
collect these figures Again, it will not be fair on my part to give mforma- 
t’oii only with reference to one part, I am prepared to consider it with refer¬ 
ence to aM ports of India, and I can assure my Honourable friend that T am 
having this question examined 

Sardar Mangal Singh: May I know whether all these licensees belong to 
Bombay only? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: I have said that licenses are 
issued for all ports in India 

Sardar Mangal Sin^: Have Government issued licenses to traders living 
in inland towns? 

Tne Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azlsul Huque: Licenses are not issued to 
traders but to importers, and if an importer belongs to an inland town and 
has done business in the past, he is given a license But T cannot answer 
off-hand 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddlqi: Sir, it 18 either not in the public interest or 
it IS a very long list which the Honourable Member cannot waste his time 
upon Sir, I am drawing your attention to my difficulty in understanding his 
point of view Either it is m the public interest or it is no|i But if the 
matter were to be left to ordinary trade channels it is different When Gov 
emment . . . 

Mr. Freaident: Order, order, the Honourable Member shouM ask his ques¬ 
tion and not argue « 

Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiql: No, Sir, I am trying to ask a question 
Mr. President: He has to ask a question and not merely try for it 
Mr. Abdur Ruhnnm Siddiql: I will try to frame my question as best as I 
can Does he make any distinction between private trade channels and Gov¬ 
ernment licenses being granted? 


V 
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The Honourable Dr. Sir M. AeuuI Huque: I am afraid 1 am in equal diffi¬ 
culty in not being able to undeistand the quest’on 

£hri Sri Frakasa: Will the Honourable Member give information m private 
interest if not m the public interest? 

(No reply was given) 

Mr. Vadiial LaUubhal: I want peiiciil.ige in money value of the business 
With the Indian firms and the European iirms 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azlaul Huque: 1 w'ant notice of that question 
I am quite pieparcd to answer that question. 

Pandit Govmd Malaviya: Is it the decided policy of the Government to 
reinforce in Ind’a all prc-wni things how'cver iniquitous or unfair they w'ere’ 
The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aalaul Huque: I am not prepared to aUow any 
miquities when I am satisfied that there h.is boon an iniquity 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know from the Honourable 
Member whether the scciot pohc\ of not disclosing the names of those persons 
has not a tendenej fo encourage blnekmarket^ I’eoplc do not know where 
articles aic available, and they can sell it anywhere 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aziaul Huque: Honourable friend know'S 

that there ha*, been blatUniarkcting going on in India on a largo scale Mine 
will not add even one-thousandth part of the blackinarket transactions 

Mr. P. K. Salve: What does the Honourable Member mean by ‘public 
interest'’ And what is the public interest^ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: It is the usual parliamentary 
foim and the second part of <^ho question does not arise os to wduit is the 
public interest 

Protkotivb Tariffs Policy 

21. *Mt. Manu Subedar: (a) When does the Honounihle the Commerce 
Member propose to onunc.ute his peimancnt pohc\ in icgnrd to piotcctive tariffs? 

(hj Has the iiiteiim Tariff Poaid been nitru^ted with the woik of formulat¬ 
ing a tariff fiohcN of the Govc’-mnont of Tndi.i ’ 

(i) Tf the leph to above is m the neg.itivc, how do Oovernment propose to 
Use t.niffs to implement tin ii »»h|e(tive of me rc.ised indus ri.ilisation declared 
in thrir stutiment of Industrial J’ohc^v issued in April last’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M, Azizul Huque: (a) and (c) The matter is 
still under coiiMderation, hut Goveinmcnt hope to come to a decision before 
long 

(b) Sir 

Mr. Manu SubeJar: In view of the fact that the same reply was given to 
this House whcii we r.nscd this point last year when the matter was being 
considi ri’d, iiamelv that (Jovernment hope to come to a decision before long, 
may I isk whcthei rioxernment will either through the Tariff Board, or through 
an indepeiidi nt committee, gel the tniiff system of this country put on a 
scientific basis’ 

The Honouxable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: Sir, I have said that Govern¬ 
ment has taken immediate steps to appoint an interim tariff board Tho 
interim tariff board has so much preliminary work to do for at least next two 
years, tliat I am afraid to burden them again with the task of framing a per¬ 
manent tariff policy will not be right in view of the work they have got. At 
the same tune, my fnend, of all persons, should realize the international, 
economic and commercial situation today; it is not in a definite condition and 
I can assure my Honourable friend that we are constantly watching it and, 
as I have said, we hope to come to a decision before long 

Mr. Manu Subadai: I thank the Honourable Member for the assurance ha 
has given But my question is simple If Government have not announced 
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then ijormaiieiit policy wth regard to tariff nor set up any particular organisa¬ 
tion for this puipose, has the TIononrable Member given the powei to this tariff 
board to oveihaul the tariff, .nid particularly to avoid Die anoinalies whore raw 
materials, half finished goods and finished goods are taxed at the same rate’ 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aaisul Huque: I have said that the three points 
which were raised as to what should he the nature of the future permanent tariff 
policy aie before us just now, I ut m view of the woild conditions and m view 
of the fact that we are investigating and have not yet decided what steps 
should be taken witliui tlie next two or three years, we are not able to formulate 
our permanent pohey yet 

Hr. Manu Subedar: JT*\e vnu given power to this tariff board‘d 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. AxIeuI Huque: W'e haie not gueii that power 
to the Tariff Ho.ird You have seen the terms of icference, th.it term is defi- 
nitel\ there But affer thou report comes and after we know the international 
situation, we hojie to eonio to a deciaion on .nil aspei^ts of the question which 
Tii\ ITonnurahle friend has iiartared 

Mr. Manu Subedar: My submission is very sun^^h .ind if T mav persist on 
this most important question to all industries in India, it is this* 1 think Gov¬ 
ernment should formiil.ife the pohev theniseUes or for the time being this 
Interim Tariff Bonid should be given the pown Will tJovernment consider 
giving power to the Tariff Board foi issues wbieli come before them, because 
without this decision how' can the Tariff Board re)»ort to yon? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axlzul Huque: I will refer m'y Ilonoiir.ible 
fiiend to tin* Piess (\unmun quo which was published m the Department of 
(kminK'iee on the 3td of November, 1945, showing the lines on wdiich the present 
Tariff Board has been njipointcd As regards the otlier question it is -till 
lii'ing considereil by us 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will \ou give wide powers to this Tariff Board? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M, Axixul Huque: Whethei we will give wider 
poweis or whether we will appoint another committee oi whether we our!»elv<.s 
eoiiie to a decision in this matter- all these questions are imdci consideration. 

Dr Sir Zia TTddin Ahmad: In view of the enoi-mons ehnn.-es in the fis til 
situ.ition in the world, m.iv f .isk whether tlu* Tfonoiirahle Member is con¬ 
templating to appoint a fiscal commission, similar to Rahim.itiilla’s Commis¬ 
sion in 1921 to formulate a pohev winch the Government of India may follow 

The Honourable Dr. S’r M. Axlzul Huque: If T know that today the world 
has come to a static conclusion on .all aspects of the question which should be 
thought out, I could come to a decision in this matter But I am saAing 
that (hi wo'lil itself is still in eoiisuleration stage and T do not know wrhere to 
find a decision on all aspects of the question Till that is known, I think t 
will be iJicm.itlire for us to come to any conclusion in the matter, but th r 
.aspect of the question will also have our consideration. 

Prof. H. O. Ranga: Will Government keep before themselves the poh 
for post-war iilanning or planning .md reconstruction that was decided upon h. 
Government before they come to any sort of decision in regard to this tanh 
pohev? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiizul Huque: T have not been able to under¬ 
stand my Ilonourahle friend 

Prof. H. O. Ranga: Will Government place before themselves their own 
post-war planning policy, which was announced recently, while they consider 
what decision they must come to in regard to their post-war tariff policy? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axixul Huque: It is so jumbled up that I have 
still not been able to follow- what the Honourable Member is driving at 

Prof. N. D. Ranga: It is not so very difficult to understand Will he take 
into consideration their post-war development policy also w-hen he decides thq 
post-war tariff policy? 
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The Honourable Dr. Sir M. AzIeuI Euque: Sir, 1 have tried somehow to 
understand something of this, and if I liave been able to understand him 
aright, surely the whole question—not merely the trade and commerce of India 
as has developed in war time but the industries and commerce which will come 
in not merely in the immediate future but in the distant future also—all these 
question will have to be considered before a permanent tariff policy can be 
settled 

Mr. President: Next question 

Haj Pilgmms 

22. *Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: WiU the Secretary, Common¬ 
wealth Eelations Department, be pleased to place on‘the table a short statement 
with figures showing 

(i) the total number of llaj I’llgruns that left Indian Ports from 1939 to 
1945 December, 

(ii) the total number of doathi, amongst the Tiidiiin Pilgrims for the above 
period, and 

(ill) what proposals rioveriimenf have in view to impiove sh pping and other 
accommodation for the Indian llaj Pilgrims for the fufuie’ 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: The statement asked for is placed on the table of the 
House 


(i) 36 895 
(ill 785 


Statevient 


What IS the reply to part (iii) of the 


(ill) The (|iie«tit)ii of fnoMihng impioved facilities to linjj Pilgiiiiis wan rxanimed hv 
Ml J A Hh him, I C S . Officer on Special Duty In the light of his lecominendations and 
in consultation witti the Stnnding ( oiiiniittee on the Pilgrimage to Hija/, steps hnve been 
taken to piOMde bdithed an nmmodation in the existing as well as in now ships to be 
constructud foi the transport of pilgiims Necessary arrangements hn\e also been made for 
of fresh air. water taps, improxcd latrines and medical 
.na ! K the recons^lruition of the pilgrims camp at Karachi are also in han.l 

1 27 lakhs of lupces has already been made Th» construction of 

Xfusafirkhana, exclusucly, for pilgrims at (nlriitta, is also under consideration 

Mr. Abmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: 

question ’ 

Bo^o included in the statement laid on the table of the 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: We want to ask supplementary question on this 

Honourable Member aware of 
thi fact that thousands of pilgrims have been turned away from Karachi Port 
for want of sufflcipnt shipping aceomraodation? 

1 believe. Sir, about two or three thousand pilgnms 
hid ^ Karachi without having made sure of reservation of their berths! 

had to Iv.ivv the place nftci a few days 

frobtrJrsrr--r’'' 

iion**^’ *■ plead guilty to the sugges- 

An Honourable Member: You never do 

?*?® 3 ®!’ , Government had not done sufficient pro¬ 

paganda We feel that ample notice had been given to the public 

Mr. Aimed ataditan H^ JXter; Wffl tte Honoureble Mwnber give u, 
eesiiranoe on the door oi the House here end now that shnilu dificulties will 
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not be encountered next year, and that better arrangements will be made in 
the interest of public next year? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee: We ahall do our veiy best 

An Honourable Member: As usual 

High Exchange Rate of Saudi ]>uks 

23. *Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer: Will the Secretary, Common> 
wealth Relations Depurlmciit, please state. 

(a) whether he has received a note from Khan Bahadur Haji Hasanallj 
P. Ebrahim pointing out that on account of the high rate of exchange at which 
the Saudi duos and transportation chaigcs were pre-collected by the Govern* 
ment of India from the Haj pilgrims during the 1944-4.'i Haj season, the 
pilgrims siillored a loss to .the extent of Rs 19 lakhs, 

(b) whether he hud received protests from the pilgrims and the general 
public against the high rate of exchange at which the Saudi dues were collected; 

(c) whether the Government of India made nin profits direol'y or indirectly 
on nceount of this pie-i olleition, and, if so, how inneh, 

^ (d) whether the payment to the Saudi G«jvernnient»of the pre-collected dues 
was made in casli or in kind and, if in cash, how ind at what rate of exchange 
it was nuidc, and if, in kind, w’hat was supplied and at what rate and 
whether the Government or the suppliers made an} profits on the transaction; 
if so, how mueh, and 

(e) if the answ’er to (c) be in the affirmative, whether Government intend 
to refund to the pilgrims the cxeess amount collected from them, and, if so, 
wliat steps Government hove taken to effect this refund? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes 

(c) Go\ernnient of India made no jirofit m any way 

(d) Payment was made in cash The amount collected was paid in rupees 
to the Saudi Arabian Ooveiinnent through the usual agency of banks Pay¬ 
ment was made at Rs 1-11-0 per Rial at w'hioh rate the collections had also 
been made 

(e) Does not arise 

Syed Qbulam Bhlk Nairaag: With reference to liis reply to part (d), will 
the Honourable Member say whether the rate of exchange, namely Rs 1-11-0 
per Rial, was correct according to the market rate, or was it dictated by the 
Saudi Arabian Government? 

Mr. R. N. Baaer]ea: Th.it was the rate at which we were asked by tha 
Saudi Arabian Government to make the collections The market rate of 
exchange prevailing at the time in Saudi Arabia was about Rs 1-4-0 per Rial 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Abmad: Was the Reserve Bank of India consulted when 
they fixed this rate of exchange? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee: The rate was fixed by the Saudi Arabian Government. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: It is rather a vc^y strange })roceduro that the 
foreign Government should fix the rate of exchongc between this Goiemment 
and the foreign Ooveminent 

Mr. President: Order, order The question hour s <i\ei 

(6) Written Answers 

Inadequate Accommodation fob Government Servants 

24. ♦Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honmualile llie Labour 
Memlier please state* 

(a) the number of clerks and assistants in Government Departments wljp 
hive applied for quarters but have not yet been allotted accommodation m 
Ntw Delhi, 

(b) the number of superintendents who have apphed for but not given any 
O^veiximent accommodation so far. 
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(c) the number of huubes or flats icqmsitioneil in New Delhi and Knrol Bagh 
art AS for the use of persons m (a) and (b) above during the war; 

(d) the number of houses and flats in New Delhi and Karol Bagh which 
have been handed over or piopo^ed In be handed o\er to their owmers on and 
from the Isl January, 1946, and 

(e) when he cxpecls Iho'se who haAC apydied for aecomniodation before the 
1st Januarv, 1945, will be allolted rioveiiiiiient accommodation’’ 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) and (b) Appheants for quarters 
are divided into two categories, riJ , (i) fffieers drawing a pay of less th'in 
lis 600 and (ii) officer dinwing a pay of Rs GOO or more All clciks and 
Assistants and some Siipeiiiitciidcnts come uiidei calcgon (i) The nuinber of 
ayiplicants undei this category, who ha\e not been allotted accomodation is 
16,256 Inforniat'oii regaiding the number of ederks and assistants or superin¬ 
tendents, who applied for but woic not allotted qu.iilers, is not leaddy available 

(c) The iniiiiber of fi its »*oqu sitioiied in New Delhi and Karol li.igb aioas 
for offieeis, drawing a p.n of les^. thin Its OOO is IHH 

(d) 3 

(e) It IS not possible to liirmsh the mfoima^ioir as ai. ap])lieant s jiiospeuls 
of securing an allotnioiit of qiia'tei depend on many l.ietois which cannot ill 
be foreseen, suih as the date I'f h.s posting to New Dillii, tlie amount of his 
pay, wlietlier he is single, niaiucd oi wth funiilv, his preference foi a paiti- 
evilar t\po o' ipiaitei »•<<■ 

tSLUPLUh lioNKKSMbM' .n’lLDLSOS IN l)U lil 

25. *Sn b:. AnanthasayaiiaiU Ayyangar. \\dl the llonouiable the Labour 
Mem a' please stale 

(aj il aii\ oi the baii.iiks and huildings budt to the iioith aiul souih of 

the liiijieiial tseuietaiiat Litildings and in othii pl.ices in New Do hi toi the 

use of the Ameiitan, Butis.i iiul Indian peisonnel ha\e now become super¬ 
fluous tor bU( il use, if so, how inany, 

(!>) the tital iiumb^i ol loonis, eti , lu iht buildings m (a) above, 

(c) whi'tliei any olhi cs aii now loeali d thelCiii, .f not, whiit is pioposed to 

be done witli thim, 

(d) whethii it is pioposed to allot such buildings now oi in the near future 
foi (ij ofliie use, and (ii) loi icsicleiitial iccommodation with slight alterations 
for kitchens and balhioonis wlieie iieic'-saiy, 

(e) if tile iinswoi to (d) a'unc is m the affiimatvi, whether any have been 
allotted so far, if so, how miiny, and 

(f) in particular what is proposed to be done with the Anieiicaii barracks on 
the Talkatora Ifoad, Gurdwura Uond, Queenswony and Connaught Place 9 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (h) and (b) T take it that the 
Honouiahlc Member is rcfening to temporary buildings which were tdl recently 
occupied by personnel othei than that of the (Tovemment of India 

A statement (ont.iimng the necessary information in respect of such build¬ 
ings as have been surrendered to Government or as will, according to the infor¬ 
mation in the possession Govermnent bo suirendeied w'lthin the next thiee 
months IS laid on the table 

(c) I confine m\ aiiswii to this jmit of tin- cpiestioii to the buildings w'hicb 
have actiiallv bi en suriendircd to (rovernirienl The answer is in the affirma¬ 
tive except ill (hb ease of the buildings surrendered only very recently which 
are also required by Government and are proposed to be used by them 

(d) I confine my answer to this part of the question to buildings which will 
be surrendered within the next three months Such buildings are also required 

Government and are projiosed to he used for one or the other purposes 

(e) No, the latter part of the question does not arise 

(f) The buildings on Tal'-aloia Bond and Gurdwara Boad are being usel by 
Government for office purjjoses and w’lll continue to be used so long ns these 
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are n'qiiircd by Government. As regards the American buildings on Connaught 
Place and Queensway, the method of their disposal is under consideration but 
tliey are likely to be required for Government purposes 


Statement ahowinj the butldtnga aurrendered or to be awrendered to Government wtthtn tfu next 
three monthe m New Ddht 


X1 no of the bii Id ngs 

L Block 

M Block 

Number of rooin<«, etc , 
avadablo therein 

74 

107 



Ourdwara Ro'ul 

106 



Talkatora Bnrrncka * 

11 barracks 

40,000 

sfi. 


1 barr.vck 

2,8.10 

aft. 


Ollice rooms (16) 

4,446 

Bft. 


Rocroat'on TIall w.th 4 ad¬ 
journ" r< «ms aijd godowm 

6,000 

sft. 

• 

K t< hon and D.nnmg hall 

2,8 -3 

sft. 

Oilicurs qiinrtors on the Central V ata 

2K6 ro.>ins 



Jodhpur Mobs 

(To bo surrondorod in April 104'*) 

. 120 . 



Canning lloail B vriiv?ka B ’ Block 

6 banacks (douWo stoioycd) 

02.406 

sft. 

(To bo surrondored on 21-2-46) 

1 barru' k 

4,608 

aft. 


10 ollico rroTiH 

4,566 

aft. 


Appoivcment OB' ^fR Harknbss as Town PnANNivo Officer, Delhi am> 
New Delhi 

26. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Wi'l the Flonuuruble the Labour 
-Mcnibei pleuhe state 

pij if It IS <1 fact iliat one Afr Haikucss has been appointed as l.iWii 
Planning Ofheor for Delhi and New Delhi recently, 

(b) the lernia on which h»s recruitment has been made, 

(c) if the post was adveitised in India and applications called for fioiii quali¬ 
fied or cajjttlile Indians for the post, and, if so, whether any upplieutions were 
received, 

(d) if the appointment was made through the Federal Public Service Com¬ 
mission, and, if not, why not; 

(e) if he lias satisfied himself that no Indian of the necessary ability was 
available before Mr Harkiicss was given the job, and 

(f) whether Mr Harkness has had previous experience of town planning in 
a country like India or. whether his experience has been confined to Europe and 
other countries? 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) Yes 

(b) The post has been sanctioned for a period of 3 years and is non-pension- 
able It carries a pay of Rs 2,000 per mensem 

(o') The answer to both parts of the question is in the aifirmutive 

(d) The post was first advertised by the Federal Public Service Commission 
but no suitable candidate was available in India 

(e) Yes • 

(f) Afr Harkness’s e.vpeiicnce ha? been confined to Fiiiropo and countries 
other than India 

India Htoh Commissioner’s Office in London. 

27. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honour.iblc the Commerce 
Member kindly state 

(a) what the total expenditure on tiie High Commissionei s Office in liondon 
is for the current year, 
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(b) the number of officers and clerks employed m that office with their 
designations; 

(c) if any portion of the expenditure is met from the Bntish treasury; 

(d) how many of the staff are Indian nationals, 

(e) whether in the High Commissioner's Offices of other dominions, such 
as Australia or Canada or South Africa, the staff is wholly dominion nationals 
and not British natioiial<4; and, if he is not aware, whether he will make neces¬ 
sary inquiries, and 

(f) what steps have been taken so far and arc proposcil to bo taken in 
the future to cmplo> in this office only natwmals ol Indian origin drafting 
personnel if necessary from time to tunc from the Central and Provincial 
Secretariats oi other Indian establishments? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: (.t) 'IMio budget ted expenditure 
for the current year is Rs ‘29 61 lakhs 

(b) and (d) The latest infoniiation has been called for and will be placed 
on the table 

(c) No, Sir 

(o) Inforiiialioii lias been c.dled for and will be laid on the table 

(f) The High Commissioner is fully aware of the need for preferring suitable 
Indians m making appointments in his office and is constantly endeavouring to 
achieve this end He is, however, handicapped by the unwillingness of 
Indians to commit themselves to a caieer in England 

Secretary of State for India’s Office 

28. *Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddlar: WiU the Honourable the Commerce 
Member kindly state* 

(a) what portion, if any, of the expenditure, in pounds or rupees on the 
Secretary of State for India and his establishment in England is borne by this 
Government, 

(b) if any portion of such expenditure is paid from the Indian revenues, 
whether any Indian nationals uie employed in that office, and, if so, how much 
they are paid, and 

(c) if the answer to (b) above is in the affirmative, whether he proposes to 
take stops to employ Indian nationals to the utmost possible extent in that 
office and inform the Assembly as to what steps are being taken m that 
direction? 

The Honourable Dr, Sir M. Axisul Huque: This question concerns the 
Finance Department and will be replied to hv iny Honourable colleague the 
Fmanee Member 


Food Department Staff 

29. *Sri B. Venliataeubba Beddlar* Will the Secretary Food Department 
please state 

(a) the total number of officers, assistants and clerks in his Department in 
the Secretariat proper, 

(b) the total number of officers and clerks employed in the Delhi and New 
Delhi Rationing staff, 

(c) the number of (i) officers, and (ii) assistants in his Secretariat who are 
over the age of 55 as on the Ist October, 194.5, and who are still kept on in his 
Department, and the reasons for keeping such superannuated men after the 
ending of hostilit'es, and 

(d) if such superannuated men cannot be replaced by younger officers and, 
if not, why not’ 

Hr. B. B. Sen: (a) Officers 78, Assistants 200, Clerks 292 

(b) Officers 60, Clerks 7.30 

(c) and (d) (i) Officers 5, (ii) Assistants 4 

The officers are occupying posts of a technical nature or key posts which 
require men of experience, and cannot, therefore, be immediately replaced. 



BTXRllRU HU**'* 

Of the four ussislauts, one has been 
two more will be relieved on the V 
also being rcMcwed 


discharged from 
March 1946 


the 1st Februart IWO and 
'The case of the fourth 


‘ Quit India ’ Datk 

30 . *SetIi Govind Das; Will the Honourable the Leader of the House be 
pleased to state whether he is aviuic of the intense desire of the Indian public 
in general uiul this House in particular that, for the true and free constitu* 
tioii.il lefoiiiis in Indi.i, tile Honouiublu the Leader ol the House and the Gov- 
eminent lie repiesenls should niiinediately Quit Ind’.s^ Tf *^ 0 , whe'. date has 
been lixed by him .ind his Govemnicnt for quitting lliiis oouuiry? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: With n-icrence to Mie f part of 
the quobtioii. I lia\e siifh vicwh expressed l)\ iinapprec! itive persons. 

As regards the second part, if ibe plan A'h'ih llio Majesty’s rioxernmeut and 
His I'jxetllcncy tlic Goveriior-(4i‘iu'ial li.i . 'ii uiina foi the le jjistr'ittion of the 
Executive tlouiicil is lulHlled, i\ 1 olleagiiet, .ind 1 will be nlv 'i)i> happy to 
make way ioi the new (loxernnunf 


llANO-tUAUE HaPEE fc'OR MEMBfcPe OJ< LkOIsLATIVK AsSFMBLY 

31. *Seth Oovind Das: Will the Honojrablc the Labour Member be pleas¬ 
ed to fctate wlu‘th(*r he pioposes to procure £01 futnr» use of and sale to the Mem¬ 
bers ef tins House, hmidinade paper only which is manutactured ns a village 
uidustiy iiislitutions orguiiisod on co-oi>eratue basis'^ 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: If all the ^[eIlll>(>lb of the House agiee 
to accept and use liaiidinade papei of the kind loferred to by the Honourable 
Member, such paper will lie piocuied for sale to them whenever it is axailaVile 
in acceptable qualities 


Haulage Allowance of Members of Legislative Assembly 

32. *Seth Oovind Das: (a) Will the Uonouiable the Leader of the House 
be pleased to state the reasons why haulage charges for cars or coach and 
horses have been disuontinucd ’ 

(b) Are Govermuent aware that the new sxsteiii of giving a fixed conveyance 
allowance per daj to the Members works out inequitably in the case of such 
Memberb who come from long di*.tanues and are now required to bring the 
conveyances at their own cost'' 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: (u) Free haulage of cars was suspi nd- 
ed on account of transport difficulties Tins dccislbn was taken in pursuance 
of the icport of a fommittee of this House .ippointed on the 14th September, 
1942 

(b) Yes, where Members arc able to bung their conxeyance from distant 
stations notwithstanding the existing transpoit ret.tiictions Where Honour¬ 
able Members prefer to hire conveyance in Delhi, the grant of a fixi'd con¬ 
veyance ullowanee at the present r.ite of Rs 1.5 per day may m the generality 
of cases he found to uiloid mure equitable compensation for so long as pio^ent 
conditions prevail 


Wells and additional Accommodation for Members of Legislature 
33. *Seth Oovind Das: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Menibei be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that there is a shortage of bungalows for the residence 
of members of both the Houses of the Central Legislature? If so, what steps 
Govermuent are taking to construct sufficient number of additional bungalows 
so as to provide residence for all the members? 

(b) Are Government aware that the absence of wells m these localities causes 
great hardship to such orthodox members of the families of M L As who have 
objection to the use of tap water? 

( 0 ) Do Government propose to take steps to construct wells, at suitable dis¬ 
tances and places in these localities, before the members take up their residences 
for the next session? 
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The HonouraUe Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) lentil tlio besinmns of tliN St'smon 
no shortugu was reported to tio\ eminent and no conipltunt of shorl.ige was 
received by tbein A sni.iU sboitaMe »»f buiigaln\i tjpe accoinniodation li.is just 
been brougbt to the notice of (loiemment and the matter is now under their 
consider.it ion 

(b) \o 

(e) Goiciniiii'iit li.iie not U i-M-^eiil .ini siu li j)ioj)osiil under eonsidoi.it'on 

HaBDSHIPS Ol! ISTAMBABl TESA^Tb IN A.TMKK-MiSKWAHA 

34. *Pandit Mukut Bih»n Lai Bhargava: (a) Is the Agriculture Secretary 
aware of the hardships and inseeuriti to which the tenants of the Istamrari .iieas 
in Ajmer-Merwara are subject^ If so, what steps do Government propose to 
take to aiiioliorate their eouditons? 

(b) Will he l.iy on the t.ible the Itcpoits of enquiries conducted by the Do la 

Var^iic Cornniittee iii .ind h\ Mr Irwin in 1039, into the conditions of 

the tenaiiti? of the I'lt.iinrari aiea«, and wdiat slops have been taken or are in¬ 
tended to be taken to cair\ out the leeoniniondations made in the two Ilcports? 

(c) Arc Government awuie that along wnth the Settlement Operations in the' 
Kluilsa area of Ajmer-Merwaia the settlement of the Istamriiri tenants was also 
taken in hand, lint was given up after the new Settlement Officer took charge? 
Why was this step taken, and do Govcrmiicnt contemplate re-starting settle¬ 
ment operation'! in the Ist.inir.iri areas’ 

Sir P. M. Kharegat: (.0 Yes A proposal is under coiibideial'on for .ip| oiiit- 
ing an othcer on sjiccial dut\ to dra^t the neeess.uv leniUicv legislation is ilso 
the arnendmeiitb meded in the \jniei Land and Jievcniie Hegiilation ol IH77 
In the meantime the powers \cs<cd in the Ileieniie aiitlioritics in the m dfer 
of (']( etinent of ten.uifs .ir^ hc'M'r ixeieised with due c.ire and d'siretio'i so .is 
to ni'tijMte hardships and insoi uut\ 

fb) Th.' rci'orts an of a eonfideiitiid nitnre and base therefore imt been 
published It IS legretto.l therefore tha* the\ cannot be phieed on the t 'ble of 
the House The settloTnent offiier took up the preparation of a Hoeord ol l''!»lit-, 
r e , u st.itement of f.icts in n>gaid to rent, peiiod of occiip.inev, village ' '^'nms 
and other rclei.mt matters as a preliiiiiimr\ to undertaking legisl.ition 

(c) The eiiqii'ries referred to in the replv to pait (b) were t.iki n in li md 
when settlement operations started and eontimicd eien after the new Setlienient 
officer took o\er charge in Dcf ember 1*>42 Tho\ weie completed in Mii\ It) 14 
Further operations cannot.be taken up satisfaetorih without tenancy legisla¬ 
tion ft is proposed to fake up these further settlement opei.itioiis nTter the 
neifssari legislation is enacted 

Chaibman.shii> ot iijSAWAB Mxjmicifai.ity 

35. *Faiidit Mukut Biban Lai Bhargava, (a) Is the Health Secretary aware 
that the right of the Beuwar Municipal Committee to elect its own Chairman was 
taken away in 1931, since whtn the Sub-Divisional Officer of Beawar acts as the 
cx offido C'h.iinnaii of the Committee’ 

(b) Are Governruent aware that the said right has not been restored notwith¬ 
standing several represent.!tions made by the citizens and resolutions pa'ssed by 
the Miimcipnl Committee*’ 

(c'j Wh.it .lie the re.iso’i-. foi dcpiiviiig the ctixens of Benwar of their deiiio- 
ir.itic right, and do GoiLiniuent propose to take steps to lustore tlio right now 
that the newdv ele^fid Be.iwai Municipal roiiunitlee has come into being? 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulsnam: f.i) to (e) Informatinn h.i" bci’i called fir and 
will bo furnished m tin !! n- win n meued 

» Re CoN.sTiTi tion Of (;eoi/igu'ai. Survey ok Iniha 

38. •Mr. K. 0. Heogy: Will tlie Honouiahle the T.ahour Member bo pleased 
to state what action has botu, or is piojiosed to be, taken in the matter of (i) re- 
constitut.ori of the Ocolog cal Siiriev of India in order to make it "a potent in¬ 
strument for the furthciamc of Govoinnient s mineral policy”, and 
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undcrtnivuit' Ifgiii'.Ttioii fjr the purpobe of establishing eonlrol over 
liiiiuTals 111 teinis of his stutciiient iii the Legislative Assembly on ibu litb 
March, l‘J4.), while tleliiiing (luveriiineiii's policy leg.irtbiig iiiiiieral rc'sO'aces 
of fiulia*^ 

The Honourable Dr B. B. Ambedkar: (i) A very large exiuiisiuii of the 
Geological Suivcy li<ib been uiidcitaken by the Ceiitiul tlovcruiiient The 
superior g.izctted stnlT of the Survey has been increased fioni its pre-war 
strength of *27 to 102 which includes specialists, like (leophysicist, Mining 
Knginc er 

A copy of the brochure showing the Functions and Organization of the 
Geological Survey of India is available m the Library of the House 

(ii) Provincial Governuients were consulted in the matter and their replir i 
are under consideration • 

Abolition or UtilisAT toN Lranch «)F(}EOLOorc\r Survkv ofTndiv 

37. •Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the L.ihoiir Member be 
pleased to slate the circuni8t..mces that led to the abolition of the Utilisation 
IVanch of the Geological Suivcv of India’ • 

(b) Is it a fact that the Advisory Conniiitie atta. hi i) to the said Branch w’us 
at one stage, expected to function as a p(.«t-w'nr phmn np loinmittcc w-ith refer- 
(nei- to minerals’ 

(c) Which CoiiiiniUcc, if any. is now tngaged in consideimg questions relat¬ 
ing to post-war poluy about imnerals? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) Tlu Utilization Branch was 
istablished with a view' to utilizing inuhveloped nnnera! resouiLC"? of the tountiy 
loi funhcrance of the war effort On the tcniiui.itton of tlu w.o the cnii»hasi«. 
climigcd from th.it ol war-tinic pioductioti to that of .i jd.iimed ))olu \ of luiiKial 
dovclopinont .n Mii couutrv The dmelopinent of such plainii d polu v k an 
intcgi.il fuiutioii of the (Jeologic.il Survey of Tndi.i .ind is being pu^ihed forward 
but the ncccssitv for a separate binncli f»n productive pm poses no longer exists 

(1)1 Yes. but till change-over in fnnct’on b.is noecsH.t.itcd a ch.iugi m the 
peisonnel of the Advisory romnnttoo 

(<1 The <iovcitinicM< of India have iimciiIL foiincd an e\pi>it Advisoiv Board 
to .1 Iv s( them Oil problems conneclod with the ininei.il developinem of the 
counliy \ copv of the Labour r)epdrtm''nt Re-olulion \o AIUl*2(4V dated the 
9th J.niuaiv, 194(1, eoii<tituting the committ'^o ivai'ahlc in the Tahi.ns of the 
Hou«5e 


Indians in South Africa 

38. *Mr. X. 0. Xeogy: Will the Secretary Commonwealth liclatious Depart¬ 
ment be pleased to lay on the t.ible a comprehensive and up-to-date statemunit 
dealing with 

(i) the prc'-ent xios.tion of Indians in South Africa; 

(ii) the operation of the Reciprocity Act as passed by'the Central Legislature; 

and 

(ill) aiiv further action that may have been taken by Government to remedy 
the situation ? 

Mr. B. N Banerjee: (i), (n) and (iii1 I would refer the Honourable ^L'niber 
to the debate tli.i'i took place in the House ycsterd.iy on the adjournment inot’on 
on the subject • 


Report on Post-War Education \l Development 
39. *Mr. K. 0. Xeogy: Will the Edui'ation Secretary be pleased to state 
whether Government have completed their consideration of the Report of the* 
Central Advisory Board of Plducation on Post-war Educational Development m 
India? If so, with what lesult? And if not, what stage in the consideratioa 
thereof has been reached, and when final decision of Government can be expect¬ 
ed in the matter? 
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Dr. John Sargent: The Govemment of India have accepted generally, subject 
to the limitation of finance, the principles and the objects of the Scheme pre¬ 
pared by the Central Advisory Board of Education on Post-War Educational 
Development of India and have decided 

(a) that until the recommendation of the Central Advisory Board of Educa¬ 
tion that educational opportunities should be available for all has been fully 
implemented, steps should be taken to secure the provision of adequate facilities 
for Muslims and other mmority conimumties and to accelerate the progress of 
the scheduled castes and backward connnunities. 

(b) that with this object in view the Education Department should examine 
all schemes submitted by Provincial Governments and Tiocal Administrations 
with a view to seeing that both in the selection of areas for development and 
in the provision of facilities for education gcnerallv ' the needs of Muslims and 
other minority communities, the srlieduled castes .md backw.ird communities, 
are adequately satisfied 

The Provincial Governments have been addressed in the matter The 
■Schemes submitted bv them will now' be examined in the light of the decision 
of the Govemment of India 


Tndtav Bevtm Boys 


40. *Mr. E. a. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Ijaboiii Meinbci be 
pleased to state how man^ Indians were trained in Gieat But am under the 
Bevm Traming Scheme’ 

(b) How many of them have been emploved in bietories engaged in war 
production’ 

(o) How many of the latter have siiue been discharged? 

(d) Is it a fact that a number of Indian technicians trained undui the Bevm 
Trainmg Scheme have been asked bv the Govemment of India to accept places 
other than those in which they have specialised? If so, for what reasons, and 
what lb the numlier of such technicians’ 

(e) Ih it a fact that, though there was no guaiantee of service, assurances 
were freol^r given during the sta.v of the Indian Bevm Bovs in the United 
Kingdom that their services would he utilised for the betterment of the indus¬ 
trial status of India’ If the answer lu* snhstantiallv as above, \vhnt steps have 
been, oi are proposed to be, taken to ensure the proper emplovniont of these 
trainees ? 

(f) Has an\ repicsentation been leicivid from these tra nci s indit.iting their 
grievances? If so, to what effect .md with w'hat result’ 

(r) Ts it a fact that one of the objects of the Bevm Training Scheme, with 
reference to Indian trainees was ti' give them an appreciation of the British 
methods of co-operation between the cinpl«^eis and workeis, and the value of 
sound Trade Union principles'’ 11 s,) how is it proposed to utilise m India the 
training of these techiin unis in Tiade Unionism? 


Th. Honoonua Dr. B. B. Ambedlnr: (a) 712 A. hatch of 76 w at preaent 
Tinder training ^ 

(b) 414 Another 168 trainees were engaged on essential work in Defence 
incbdmVRadwIyr*^^”*^^ (Central, Provincial and Indian States) undertakings 

undertaking?^"™ factories engaged on war production and 9 from the other 

(d) Orders for omplovniPiit of Bevin trainees on their return from United 
I^ngdom were issued by-the Government of India under the National Service 
(Technical Personnel) Ordinance In most cases Bevin Trainees were placed in 
emplovment consistent with the training received by them in the IT K I,i a 
few eases thev could not be engaged on work for which they specialised and 
were entrusted with other work which they could perform bv virtue of their 
general training Govemment are making a semtinv of all such cases and every 
effort will he made to find snitnhle employment 
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(e) No such absuruuces were given, so far as the Govcruiuent of India is 
aware The Prosjjectus clearly stated tiiat no guarantee of einployinent could be 
given but that every endeavour would be made to place trainees m suitable 
posts 

(f) Yes Their main grievance relates to their prospects of employment m 
suitable posts m the post-war period Every endeavour is being made to find 
employmi'iit for the iinerniilo^ed Bcvin trainees in Government aiul private 
imdertakings Managers of all Employment Exchanges have been instructed 
to do their best to help Bevin trainees who register for employment The 
position legarding unoin[)loymcnt among Bevin trainees will be reviewed period¬ 
ically and, as far as [jr.iclieahle, suitable action will be taken to rfmo\e legitimate 
grievances 

(g) Yes Facilities for the study of the working of trade iiiiiomsm in Great 
Britain were made avadable to Boviu trainees It is hoped that the oxperionce 
gamed will enable Bc\in trainees to take their part in the dcvelofiiiK nt of trade 
unionism on sound lines in India 


UNSTMtRED QUESTIONS AND \NSWERS 

t'lJHTAILMhNT nl< .1U KISDICTION OK DtSTRICT AND SESSIONS JlDGE, AJMEB 

1. Pandit Mukut Bihan,Lai Bhargava: (a; Will the Honouuible the Leader 
of the IlxUse please state it it is a tact that the Dibtiiet and Sessions Judge, 
Ajniir, was also the Distiict and Sesbioiis Judge ter the Rujputuxia Ruilviaj 
l^nds up to March, PJ45, and that the latter pirisdielion has now uecn \ebtod 
m another othcci styleil as “District and Sessions Judge, Rajput ina Railway 
Lauds, liaroda and Central India” with Headquarters at Rajkot^ If so, will 
Guvcriiiiiciit explain the advantages accruing fiom such change^ 

(h) Arc (loverniiieiit .iw.ue ot the resolution submitted bv the Ajmer Bar 
Association to the (ioieminent of India lading down the ditbenJties and hard 
ships oeeusioiied hy tins new uirangemont’ Do thc\ propose to t ike any .ic»ioi» 
on the said lesohilion' 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) Yes The coirect designation of 
the oflieer is District and Sessions Judge, Rajputanu and Barodu, W’estem India 
and Giij.irat Stales Agencies The present arrangement is not only economical 
but also advantageous from the admmistrativu point of view 

(h) Yes After careful consideration of the resolution Government have 
come to the conclusion that the balance of advantage lies in maintaining the 
existing arrangement, and the Ajmer Bar Association has been informed 
accordingly 

Representation ok Chief Commissioners’ Provinces on Constitution-making 
Body 

2. Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: Will the llonouiable the Loader 
of the House please state 

(a) if it IS a fact that the Cnpps’ proposals and the others discussed at the 
Simla ("Jonfcrence have ignored the question of Chief Commissioners’ Provinces 
and have not considered what position and representation wdll be givtn to them 
on the Constitution-making Body? 

(b) Will Government inform if the Chief Commissioners’ Provinces are to be 
represented on the Constitution-making Body? If so, in what manner? 

The Eonouiable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) and (b) This matter will un¬ 
doubtedly engage the attention oi the Preliminary Conference (announced in 
His Excellency’s broadcast of 19th September last) proposed to be convened 
after the Provincial elections are over. * 

Tax on Pilgrims to Dilwar Temple, Mount Abu 

3. Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: (a) Is the Honourable the Leader 
of the House aware that the famous ‘Dilwar’ Temple at Mount Abu wliicb 
commands great religious and cultural importance is visited by a large number 
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of British Iiidiun people cveiy yenr and tliat the Sinihi State authorities .111 
charging a heav^ tax of lis 1 / 4 /- from each visitor per tiip^ 

(b) Bo Goveriinieiit iiiopose to iiive-stigute the possibilities of getting th s 
tax abolished 111 case of all the Biilish liidiaii subjects^ 

The Honourable Sir Edvrard Benthall: (u) Yes, tliuugli the <1c111.1l uite is 
Bs. l/y /9 and the lax covers a visit not only to the Dilwar temple but to other 
temples 111 the Abu hills 

(b) \o, becaii'-e the t.i\ is justititd by ancient usage and it, leciuiicd to assist 
m meeting Ibe lieavv unmial expenditure nicurred on the m.nntenance of these 
-temples in a fit condition 

Land IIevlm e emianckmekt in AjMiit-iViiMV aba 

4. Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: (a) is the Agticulture Secretai} 
aware thai in iliu lepoit ot the new settlement operations in Ajmer-Merwara 
land revenue lias been enh.incod without pioper rcgaid to the conditions obtain¬ 
ing in the Piovincu? 

(bj Ale tjo\t-riiineiit awaie that the objections to the cnhnnceiiient ot laud 
revenue weie made to the Settlement Olheer, Ajrner-Alciwara, on behall of the 
tenants ot ivli.ils.i aieas, hut tlie^ were turned down and that the report ha? 
been subimlted to the Oovonmeiit of India for final otdei’s'' 

(c) Bo Government propose to take into consideration the objections inadv 
regarding the enli.niccinent ot land levcuuc and makr such ieductions m the 
rates as air noeossary in tlie light of these objections * 

Sir Pheroaa Kharegat: (a) It is a fact that the ii'port proposia an enliaiiee- 
ment in tin land levemio by a little over Rs 40,000 raising the incidence per 
acie fioin Ps 1 ■),") lo Jls 17 It is (l.iinied th.it this li.is been done aftei due 
regard ilic cond'tions prevailing 111 the “Province” including the preenriousnoss 
of th’‘ ii i(d, w.i'it of inig.ition facilities the indehtedncss of kliew.itad.iis, etc 
lb) Y(s Tlu’ objection'- were examined by the Si'ttlenicnt Offici'i, the 
Sellli iiient Advisci .iiul the C 3 hief Coinniissioner 

It li.is lin'ii pointed out that tlu lent i.itos proposed for i circle aie not 
liitrln r lithe iciits whuh .iie .iitn.illv being K.ilivd b^ kliew.it.id.irs .md lliat 
the i.itc- .lie not intended for general application hut will be modifitd at the 
linii f .nl'.il 11 scs.sni(nl to suit (he eiicuiii'-lanccs of individu.il vilI..gos or 
soiU riic Kpoit with the objections and the rceonimcndnlinris of the fonv.ard- 
ing ' 'ii’cis h.is been submitted to the Governme>it of India for orders 

^e Till nbjeetioiis wiM be finthei ex.iiiiiiud b\ (hjviriiment It is not 
po'-'sil'U to sav <it present whether anv icductions are likely to ho m.ade or not 

Fooii f?nrAiioN in Ajmhi-Mfrw vpa 

6 . Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: (a) Is the Secretary Food Deparl- 
ment aware of the high prices of foodginns in the lural aioas of Ajmer- 
Mervvain’ 

(b) Ail Government aware th.it acute scarcity of foodgrains at present exists 

in Ajmer-Merwara, p.irticulaily in the rural area, where this paucity of grain 
IS obliging people to live upon boiled sweet potatoes or oil cake in maiiy 
villages^ • 

(c) Do Government now propose to investigate into the causes leading to 
the food situation in Ajmer-Merwara? 

(d) What immediate steps do Government propose to take in order to relieve 
the said condition? 

Mr B. B. Sen: (a) The prices of wheat, barley, gram, “guji” and “bej’ar” 
arc controlled The prices of mllle<^s and maize which are not controlled rose 
temporarily owing to the failure of the Kharif crops but with the recent import 
of large stocks of bajra and maize into Ajmer-Merwara the prices of these two 
foodgrains are also being controlled 
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(b) and (d) The rural area of Ajmer-Merwara is normally self-sufficient u 
foodgruins A toinporary bcurcily of coarser grains arose this year owing to the 
failure of the Kliarif crops but adequate steps have been taken to meet the situa¬ 
tion and coiisidorablo stocks of foodgrains have been sent to the affected areas. 

(c) Does not arise. 


(JVJi IMPORTED INTO AjMEB-MbRWABA 

6. Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhaigava: (a) Will the Secretary Food Depart- 
incnl kinUK state if tJoveinment aic aware that a large quantity of the gvr 
imported into Ajriiei was of a \ery inferior quality and some of it t’\en unlit foi 
human consumption''* 

(bj Who IS responsible for this import, and what steps do Government 
propose to take to sec that Ajnier-Merw'ara gets a bufficicnt quantity if good 
qii.ilit)’ f/ui which ih iiigenlly needed by the poojdc during the cold beason? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: (a) From the report of the Chad Commissioner, Ajnier- 
*Werwnia, it appears that some of the gur moved wa', of poor quality 

(li) The inipoits were thiough the trad«» Accoiding to normal procedure, a 
p.ut of the supply of gur from U 1* w’as arianged under permits issued to 
persons holding stocks in the U. 1* and the balance through the Agents nomi¬ 
nated by the Chief Commissioner, Ajmor-Merw.nra 

Durm>' the current season all .iriiva’s of gur in Ajmer will be .issigned to the 
Ajmer authorities who will exorcise control over the quality supplied 

Statement on I’ood SiTrATioN 

7. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will tlu' Se(retar^> Food Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a stateinent 

(i) covering the period Fobruaiy, 1945, to Dccembci, substantially on the 
hues of the momorundutn on the food situation in India and do\clopnienl of 
food policy up to the ‘ind Febiuary, 1945, that was placed on the tabh* of the 
House on the 9lh Fehninry, 1945, in it ply to starred question No 36, and 

(ii) specially indicating *hc prospects of iiiipoitation of an adequate quantity 
of foodgrains this year fioni abroad^ 

Mr. B. B. Sen: A st.itcment is laid on the table of the House 


DEPARTMENT OF FOOD 

ON TUB FoOI) S.'rCATION IN TNOIA \N DTVFIOPMFNT of PoMCy rPTO TUB 21st 
.Ianuahi 1946 

AlthpH 'h (he W.ir h.i<i lomc to ,i aupioxsful end, conditions ishuh led to tlie introduction 
of the Rnsi Pl.in for d.striliutioii cf a\aiUb1e supplies wUh its attpi’d,mt controls base 
not in.ilerMlIv .iltered Tbe world food situation in 1946 is not hkclv to Iv less difficult 
tb.m in 1945 The doAast.ited ronntnes in Enro| e will need food m bir'C qmntitiea from 
outside Theuffb with the dcfc.it of .Japan ncc markets of Burma, Siam and French Indo- 
rhin,-! have reopened, the qujntitios to bo offend for export, are hkel to bo small as com- 
pired with those in pro war timos, and m any case, thore are other coimtnos whuh, owing 
to do\.istation '■nusod by the Wti or for thou n-'rmal depondenoe on imports from those 
.areas .are stionR rlaim.ants to -vhatover is available foi export Production and movement 
all over the world will take time to rwtum to normal levels and in the meanwhile world 
allocations must continue to be mode bv the Combined Food Board, Washington While 
this continues, neither the Oovei nmonl rf India nor Indian traders can operate as free 
agents in proeiiring supplies from .ibroad and therefore our own resources will have to be 
earefnlly husbandwd 

The elements too have not been very kind this vear The vagaries of the monsoon have 
adversely affected crops in eertain part* of the country while cyclones have caused coifsi- 
derahle damage to crops in other parta All this calls for increased vigilance and greater 
control over our internal resources The present controls with regard to procurement, diatn 
bution, movement prices end rationing will have to continue for some time longer They 
will he reviewed from timw to time with a view to their relaxation which must, however, he 
a gradual and regulated process consistent with the need for establishing a nermanent and 
fair system which will assure a market for the nrodurer and a fair distribution of food to 
the consumer, and will stabilise prices at levels fair to both 
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The ^^oodhcad Commission hd\e dealt with tho question of food administiation at length 
in their final report and haie uiged that Go\einment must assume the obligation of feeding 
the population in India and that a iolic% of lat»aet fmre in the matter of iood would end in 
disaster The recommendations of the Commission are now being examined and as a result 
of this examination it will bo possible to foimutate a progranime of action which tan be 
tho basis of Government polit> in the post-wai period 


A -Summary of Crop ProapeHs 


The monsoon, though geiicnilU adequaU lu total, was ‘"cnularly ^“tributod It did 
not bleak iii full strength ovMr seveial paits of the counti> till late th® Bcason Up to 
the end of August rainf.dl was below noniial in South West Bengal, Bihar, haslerii parU 
of the U P Orissa, Western parts ot tho C 1* , Mysoie, Southeast of Madras and the 
northern coast of Madras The effett ol these unsalisfattory monsoon co'iditions was, 
that sowings and tiam-plantation of rite were delayed csp,;tially m Bengal, Bihar and 
paits of Oiissa llathia (Scptcmher-Octobcr) rains wcie, howevur, satisfattoiy and improved 
crop prospccls consideiabl Tlie Aman crop in Bengal is now reported to be average In 
Bihai, however, the crop is expected to be soiiiewliat below last years (.lup Cyclonic 
weather developed in (bissa towards the middle of October and caused damage to early 
winter paddy crop in Ciiitni k, Batasore and Pun districts 

In tlie U P , rainfall was irregularly distributed and th« Kharif crop is likely to br 
below noi mal 


Summei Monsoon m tho Punjab was generally satisfactory, but heavy rains m October 
caused some damage to Kharif crops m parts of \nibala and Jullundur Divisions The total 
rainfall in the N -W F P from the ^ginning of June to the end of October was consi¬ 
derably below normal 

Rainfall m Madras was liolh inadequate and irregular Crops m An.intapur, Bellary, 
Knrnool, Ciiddapah and Chittuor suffered seiiously from lack of aduqualu rain Dining 
October, strong ynnds accompanied by rains and tidal waves caused soveic damage to the 
rice crop which was leady fui harvesting The districts affected by cyclone, were East 
and Wext Godavari, Kistna and Guntur which form a compact bloc of surplus me produc¬ 
ing areas The damage in East and West Godavari which wrure worst a fleeted was esti¬ 
mated at about 60 per cent and the total loss to eaily and late crops was estimated ftt 
about 400,000 tuns 


In Bombay, the lainfall duiiiig August was not enough for the paddy ciops m Gujrat 
distnets, while m Panchmahal, niairc crop was adversely affected by excessive rams During 
September, excessive rains caused damage to the millets crop in Gnjiat districts liut were 
bcncncial to tho paddy crop Rainfall was, bowuver, inadequate in the Deccan and Karnatak 
areas during September, October and November and as a result, the Khanf crops have been 
seiiously damaged and the prospects of a fair rabi crop have been ruined It is estimated 
that the additional quantitv of fondgraing which might be required as a result of the above 
mentioned damage would be in the neighbourhood of 400,000 tons 

In Madras & Mysore th« north east monsoon has almost completely failed and there has 
been draught of unprecedenUd seventy Crops in large areas hove failed and extensive 
assistance will be necessary to save the situation 

Kathiawar, on the other hand, suffered from excessive rains which damaged the bajra and 
jowar crops. 


In tho Punjab, N -W F P and U P the absence of late December and early January 
rams is causing anxiety Unless ram falls soon, there is danger of the young shoots of 
the rabi crop withering in the soil 


B —Progrtta of tht Baatc Plan 


The Kharif and Rabi Plans 194^46 taken together attempt the distribution of 32 
million tons of f^dgrains including about 02 million tons arrears from tho preceding years’ 
plans, from surplus to deficit areas and to tho Defence Services Against Ue nbovo com- 

tons have been dospatohS 

upto the 13th December, 1945 Tho total quantity of foodgrains despatched to each of the 
principal deficit areas up to tho 13th December, 1946 » as Mder 


Area 

Bengal 

Boirbay 

Madras 

U. P . . 

Trav./Coclim 

W. I. States and Baroda 


Quantity 
178,000 tons 
164,800 .. 

33.200 ., 
143,900 tons 


9,400 tons 





LNSTAKRKU QUhSTlONS AND ANSWBRH 
I he table below gives the total expoit quotas and the total 
aie.is (imlulling o\ersaas inipoiU) to the deficit areas: 


48» 

from surplus 
(In *000 tons) 



Food Grain 

Total Quota 

Rice 


1,096 7 

MiUets 


279 0 

Maize 


60 7 

Wheat 


1,710 8 

Barley 


• 61 4 


Total 

3.217 6 


Deepatohes upto 13th December, 
1946 (for lUiarif Grains from 
1st November, 1946 and 
Babi Grams from 
let Nay. 1946) 

72 3 
26 3 


1,067 3 
37 9 

1,193*8 


Percentage of 
de^wtcheato 
quotas 

6 0 

9 4 

61 6 
61 7 


37 1 


The Wheat quota, given abo.e include 760.1XW ti-ns o* Wheat fioii. oveiseas imports 
(loi May, 1945 to April, 1946} 

• Jfabi Ptun 19^5 46 

lt/.t«/ -iho aUocations made in Mav, 1946, bad to be •• vised shortly afterwards owing 
to c'ditain ihaiigca which wcie broiigla to notice duniig the following two months Ihe 
Flan was, tlieietoic, levised and le issued iii July, 1945, as being effective for the year 
1945—Aniil, 1946 'Ihe ilcclaied intoiiial suipluses under this Plan amountM to 
tons including 35,000 tons ol (Jeiitial Goveiiuiienl's stoik in the depots In addition, 7,W,IW 
tons of wheal was pioniisod bj H M O Irom overseas The total quantity available for 
distribution was thus 16,71600 tons The delicits declared to the Food Department amounted 
to 20,24 000 tons As tliu Plan j'logicsved, the (.entral India States offered, for the fiist 
time, a suiplus ol 15,000 tons whe.it On the othei h.ind, a deterioration* in the internal 
declined surpluses aiuse to the tune of alMiiit 40,000 tons The position was rendered all 
the iiioiv difliciilt owing to the •clow piogicss ot piociiremonl in the Punjab The wheat 
position in the U P also woisencd with the lesiilt that <i quota very much in excess of the 
migiiial deficit of 1,00000 Ions had to be provided In addition to the 7,60,000 tons of 
impoited whe.it, tliu distribution of wliub w.is made undei the Plan 2,00,000 tons of wheat 
is expected to be icceived bv the end of April, 1946, out of further imports of 400,(X)0 tons 
pioinised liv 11 M G 

Khanf Plan 1945 46 

'Dip lot.il me .ind millets suiplnse., offeied to the Food Dei^rtment by the Provinces and 
States l(ii 1945-46 .it the i ommc'ncenii nt of the Khanf Plan amounted to 7,91,000 tons and 
2 31000 tons lespi'ctively while the declami deficits of nee and millets amounted to 27,42,000 
tons and 4 00 000 tons, respectivelv In addition to thv> internal surplus 1,61,000 tons of 
iiuiina me was .ilso pmmised to India by tbc end ol December, 1946, of which only half 
was leceived The failiiie of the monsoons and the damage caused by cyclones have however 
compli lelv changed the putuie Bombav, Madras, Mysore, the Deccan States and the 
Western India Stales have increased their dern.inds lonsiderably which it » not possible for 
the Food De|i.iitment to meet except From increased imports of wheat and rice from abroad, 
iluiilailv in the next Four months The mattei has been taken up with the Combined 
'll Boaid, Washington 

hxpenenco of the working of the Basic Plan dniing the last two years has indicated the 
need foi exeiusing more pressure on the deficit areas to relate their declared deficits more 
loneitly to the actual requiicmeuts with a xiew to reducing cases of belated surrenders 
of allotted quotas to the minimiiin Suth belated surrenders besides causing inconvenience 
and some time a )inssibilitj of financial loss to the surplus areas, deprive the other d^cit 
.nioas of fooilgriiiiis at a time when they are most needed With the same end in view it 
has i>^n laid down that deficit areas will have to make good financial losses, if any that 
are suffered by the supplying administrations due to the diversion of quotas late in the 
*11 * xui-pluB administrations are being persuaded to offer gram 

nil **^“‘^*’***'' *" so that complaints regarding bad quality may be reduced to the 

C—Price Control * 

(i) Pafti Pnru 

the Government of India after considering ihe views of the 
Goxeinments of the mam wheat producing areas and the recommendations of the Prioe 
^ no change during the Rabi crop ye£ 

orSs of Pnees of wheat nor in the statntorv maxiiSi^ 

?I,L ♦ 7’**^ vihich were in the ratio of S/lOths and T/lOths resneclivelv of 

dtmg'th:"neT^^onPt;r.n^h tha^theii Sid 

quality wh^aT ^ Ronranteed minimum price of Rs 7-8-0 for fair averse 


I?: 
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In June. 1046 the Sind Government approached the Government of Indm with a 
that they ^ould be permitted to reduce the etatntory maxun^ price m M 

from Rb 0-840 to Ra. 8-10-0 This etep waa necessary because dealers in Sind were pnrclia^ 
inK large quantities of wheat at rates in excess of the Gwemment s fix^ putchwi^ ^ 
Imz , Rs 8-104)) in anticipation of ultimate requisitioning for which the Provincial ^wrn- 
ment would be compelled to pay the statutory maxmum rate as com^Wion The Sind 
Government's proposal was agreed to and they reduced the price of wheSat to Rs. 8-10-0 per 
maund from the 2lBt June, 1045 

(ii) Khartf Pnett 

The question of the fixation of iice and paddy prices in Sind for was mnsiderad 

at a special meeting of the Price Advisory Committee on the 5th September, 1046, as the 
Sind Government represented that Smd paddy started coming to the market in the first WMk 
of Oetobet .mrl therefore it was absolutely essential in the interests of cultivators that 
the pi loe et padil for Sind should be fixed and declared by the middle of Si^tember 
Aftei full «onsideralion of all aspects of the case and the, recommendation of the Price 
Advisoiy f'oiimiittee, the Government of India decided that the Sind Government a p^ 
chase price of Kagni rice should be reduced from Rs 9 to Rs 8-12-0 and that of paddv, 
from Rs 5-8-0 to Rs 5-3-0 per maund The prices of joshi and red rice were also similarly 
reduced from Rs 8-8-0 to & 8-2-0 jier mannd 


Kharif prices in the Rastem region were considered at a Regional Conference held at 
Calcutta on the 22nd Septembur, 19^, attended by representatives of the vanons unite form* 
ing tho region and presided over by the Secretary, Food Department The Conference made 
the following recommendationa — 

(i) Continuance of existing prices m Bengal and Bihar 

(ii) Scaling down of procuiement prices in Assam to the Bengal level and some reduction 
in prices in the Eastern States 


The above recommendations were approved by the Price Advisory Committee and the 
Government of India and m pursuance thereof the Assam Government made suitable reduc¬ 
tions, wilh the approval of the Government of India, in their procurement prices for 1945-45 
Ru e prices in tho Eastern States have also been reduced in the case of hand pounded noe 
from Bs 9-8-0 to Its 9-4-0 and in the i-ise of milled coarse nee from Rs 10-8-0 to Rs ID per 
maund The Goveinnient of Onssa haxo .iKo reduced their statutory maximum prices of 
nee and paddv ns follows — 



Rice 

Common 


Fine 

Paddy 

Common 

Pine 


From To 

From 

To 

From 

To 

From 

To 


Rs n Ra a 

Rs. a 

Rs a 

Rs a 

Rs a 

Rs a 

Bs a. 

Pun I 

Cuttack 1 

BnlHSore | 

^ 7 12 7 2 

9 12 

8 U 

4 8 

4 2 

5 12 

6 4 

Ganjoin J 

Saiab.vlpur 

1 

No ehivugo 

9 12 

0 8 

4 8 

4 8 

5 12 

5 8 


Kliiirif prices foi the le-ti of the luunliv vveie consiclereil at a meeting of tho Pnee 
\dvisor\ Comnii(lCi) held on llio 12th Oitnbei 1945 ,ind the following dociiions wcie 
taken — 


(1) Stntutorv maximum prue for voai-, cpialit^ 'ice ‘-hoiilrl he reduced from Rs 13-8-0 to 
Its 12 4 0 ill the Pun] ill and to 13^4-0 in the U P Existing maximum puces or 
existing pine ceilings '•hoiild be mainlainrd in Homhay Madras and C P 


In view of the exirtiiii; dihpaiitics in lire piues in vaiinud pails of the conntrv and as 
the nco grower was as«iiied of a readv ra iket in the country the announcement of a floor 
price foi nee was nut considered ncussirv The eullivator is however, protected by the 
geneinl guaiantce given bv the Goveinnient of Indm in connection with the "Grow More 
tciod campaign that tlicv would enter and support the market should foodgrain prices fall 
undiilv * 


(2) The niaximuin vvholesrte prices of hajra and jownr m primarv markets should be 
lediiced bv 0 4-0 each from ex«tmg levels the revised statutory maximum price heing 
Rs 7-4-0 a maund for hajra ,uid Ra 6-12-0 a maund for jowai 


Thv> gniranteed fhinimum puces for 
ach flic revised giisrnnieed minimnni 
jowar 


jowar and hajra should also be reduced bv 0-4-0 
p.icos being Rs 5-12-0 for hajra and Ra 5-4 0 for 


11 'ml '* thst the price of mai/c need not be controlled on an 

-ill-India bans The unccnlmned state of mai/e price was however reported te he exer- 
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D.— 

(I) Extennon of Btaiontng • 

tiince the hub memorandum presented m February, 1945, rationing has been extended to 
40 more tomu representmg a population of over 3 million people. In all, 656 towns oover 
m g s population of over 63 million persons have been fully or raitislly rationed. It is 
expected that before long about 60 more towns covering a popnlaucm of nearly million 
perrons will be brought under rationmg. 

a Nutrition 

e extension and intensification of rationing has brought to the forefront the nutri¬ 
tional aspect of the food problem in India as malnutrition and under-nutntion are widely 
prevalent amongst the poorer classes in this country A new Directorate has been cinated 
in the Food Department since January, 1945 to deal with several new problems of Nutrition 
of a technical and semi technical nature, eg, feeding of children, nutritional and balanced 
diets, provision for heavy manual workers of croked food through Industrial Canteens, milk 
priority schemes, food' and nutrition publiaty through publications, lecturas, posters, radio 
talks and films * 


(3) Publicity : 

Food Department have for the last 12 months been publishmg two procures “Nutrition** 
and "Canteens m Industry” to stimulate popular interest in dietetics. “Canteens in 
Industry is a quarterly publication directed at Industrialists and other employers of labour 
w^raging them to establish cheap cooked food canteens and to improve the feeding 
arnwigements for their workers 


E —Storayc 

Proper storage of foodgrains has been and will always remain a question of great national 
importance Food production in India even during normal times is inadequate to meet the 
demand of the growing population if evorv man is to be properly fed The food supply 
of the coimtry, however, depends not only on its production but also on the prevention of 
waste The extent of loss which occurs as a result of damage to stored grains hy insects, 
rodents and natural causes is not geneially realised Conservative estimates put thus 
loss at 3 million tons nnmiall.- which shows what tremendous scrope there is for unnrove- 
munt in this direction ‘ ^ 


With a view to minimue these losses as far as possible. Food Department undertook the 
responsibility of initiating and co-ordmating measures of improvement and set up a Storage 
Directoiate in November, 1944 with the following main functions *— 

(i) A survey of existing storage conditions and advice on conversion, adaptation or 
improvement of existmg buildings for storage purposes 

(u) Dissemination of scientific advice on scientific methods of storagi; and gram handling 
(in) Preparation of detailed schemes for construction of extra storage npenmm qdation m 

areas where the existing storage is inadequate 

(iv) Tunning courses for Provincial and State officials entrusted with the responsibility 
for storage 

(v) Liaison iMth tiade to induce inodism scientific methods of conseivation 
|vi) Researth 


As a result of the general survey it was found necessary to provide extra storage 
accommodation at important porta for imported foodgrains and at suitable centres for 
transit storage to facilitate piocuioment of foodgroine and their transportation by rail from 
one inland emtre to another More storage had also to bo provided m the surplus areas 
sp^ially in the Punjab, Sind, C P and Orissa, to give effect to the policy of pntting into 
consumption imported gram first and storing surplus indigenous produce These* now 

constiuctions fall under three categones, *• »' pwuuce inese new 


(a) Godown built at the entire coat of the Central Goiemment 
They comprise the following— 


Location of godowns 

Bombay 

Vizagapatom 

Coimbatore ... 

Dhomtori (m C. P.) . 

Bbatapara (m C. P.) 

Khurda Road (m Onssa) 

Sambalpor (in OriMa) . 

Bobilh (m Madras) 


Capacity 
36.000 Tons 
10,000 
14.600 ,. 

30.000 
760 ,. 

600 
600 
3,000 
2.000 
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The capacity at the first three places is mainly intended for the storage of imported 
gram, the bulk storage bms in Sind for long term storage of surplus indigenous produce 
and the godowns at the last mentioned 5 places for the surplus produce of the Jtastern 
States -which it was felt could not be tapped to the maximum extent in the absence oS 
suitable godowns for its reception in British India 

(b) Godowns constructed on t/if 50 SO basts 

An aiiangement was arii\ed at with the surplus pioducing Provinces of the Punjab, 
Sind, C P and Onssa for the construction of additional godowns, the cost of such con¬ 
structions being borne by ike tlentral and Provincial Governments on a 50 50 basis The 
following additional jrcommodation is being provided under this arrangement — 

Punjab 30,000 tons 

Sind . 26,000 „ 

C. P. . . . . . 24,000 „ 

Orissa • • *■ 16,000 „ 

The ownership of these godowns will lie joint and the residual value of the assets, when 
they are no longer required, will also be shared by the Provincial and Central Governmenta 
on the 50 50 basis 

(c) Godown for the ronstructwn of which a subsidy will be paid 

As there was acute ne“d to provide extra storage within the Kastern States territory 
for then produce and as some of th? States concerned were reluctant to undertake con¬ 
structions on their own aciuid, the Government of India offered to some of tho Stata 
(detailed below) a subsidy of 0-6-0 in the rupee on the cost of godowns constructed at 
locations and for capacities approved by the Government of India provided the godowns 
were completed before the 31at December, 1946 


Name of Stato 

Location 

Capacity 

Patna 

Katabhanji 

1,600 tons 

Kalahaudi . 

Kesinga 

2,000 „ 

Do. 

Rupra Road 

760 „ 

Khairagarh 

Dongargarh 

1,000 „ 

Total 6.250 


In addition, it has been possible to lease suitable godowns at othei places notably at 
Karat 111 and Calcutta As earlv as 1943 storage accommodation had to be secured at 
Karachi for the storage of imported foodgrains as well as the surplus production of the 
Punjab and Sind which had to be moved to the southern parts of India b\ sea. Tho 
netcssaiv aecoimnodalioii was Ivased from the Karachi Port Trust and other parties and 
this depot h.iH at pit sent rap.icity for 2 , 00,000 tons ' 

In hebiiiarv, 1946, a Cential was formed at Calcntta 70,000 tons of storage 

aeiuinmodatioii' has been leased fiom two agents on reasonable terms and they have been 
appointed Storage Agents of the depot 

At Shamil in the Muzaf[ariiag.ii district of the U F cement khattis with capacity of 
about 12,000 tons of foodgiains have been leased from the owners 

Owing to the necessity for keeping a part of the central reserve at some of the important 
wheat centres in U P , r 7 , ITapur, Mcurul and MuzaffaiTiagar, ariangoments have been 
entered into with the U P Government for keeping a part of the Central Reserve 111 khattis 
ownud by tho Provincial Government at these places 

Besides the godowns referred to above in which the Government of India are financially 
inteiested, tho Provincial Governmenta, States and Administrations as -well as private enter¬ 
prise have been encouraged to build storage accommodation at their own cost, the Food 
Department arranging to secure necessary supplies of controlled materials These materials 
include iron, steel, cement, ete, and todate more than 1 , 00,000 tons of such materials 
have been made available Private enterprise has been persuaded to undertake construction 
of good stoies and marked progress in thiR direction has been made in Bombay, C P and 
Bihar Ml the Provincial Governments have on hand a storage construction programme 
Mention in this connection may be made of the Punjab who are undertaking a scheme for 
the construction of bulk storage bins to accommodate 70,000 tons of foodgrains spread 
over some 40 important mandis in that Province 


The Technical Officers of tho Storage Directorate have visited almost all parts of the 
countrv' and given advice to the officers and others of the Provincial and State Oovezn- 
menta about Mrrect methods of storage on the spot To demonstrate to them correct and 
hygienic mettods of storage and conservation of foodgrains a training class was held in 
November, 1944, at Delhi at which many representatives from Provinces and States were 
^ similar trainmg course was hold in November, 1945, also attended bv more 
SX o* ^0 country A mannal entitled ‘The Pnn- 

ciples of Cereal Storage prepared by Dr F P Coyne, who was the fint Director of 



ITN8TAR11ED QUBBTION8 AND ANSWERS 

Stoniue. lias Ueen niadp available to the public at a nominal price which containa practical 
fldvice to the layman aibout the proper conditiona and methoda of gram storage 

Tho \alue of propaRanda to inculcate correct ideas of grain storage in the public mind 
has not been overlooked Radio talks on the subject and propaganda through the prea 
haie been arranged A film entitled ‘Save the Notion’s Food’ is also under preparation 
Attempts are also being made to utilise the scrviees of the Boy Scouts Organisation in tha 
campai'tpi for proper storage 

The experimental side of the work has also been steadilv pursued Experiments to test 
the insecticidal value of the two new chemieala DDT and 666 against stored gram pestB 
havi. been arranged in consultation with the Depaitment of Agriculture and the Provincial 
and State Governments and tho possibilitv of putting into general use these chemicals under 
Indian conditions is being explored Work is also in progress on the best and safest 
methods of fiiiiiigaling and reeoveiing infested foodgrains 

Althoiigli hoslditiBS haie terminated the stoiage problem in India will continue to he of 
vital importance for a long time Aiid can only he said to he satisfaitonU >ailved when the 
present enormous wastage of foodgrains is prevented Whatever storage accommodation 
has been newly consti noted la merdy a fraction of what is required 
in India The exigencies of the situation croated hv the wai demanded immediate con- 
stinctions at ports and suiplus arcss but it cannot ibe said that all the accommodation 
requiied even at these places has bc'cn piovided A ^{reat dAl has also to be done to 
impinve the existing stoinge conditions in suiplus liens in mandis, in deficit areas aa 
well as the cultivators stores Apart from aneh improvements the importance of the hygienic 
mainta‘nanee of godowns, elementary knowledge about stored giniii iltests and the seiioiisnesa 
of tho damage that they cause, have to he brought home to all concerned iii the handling 
of gram This is by no means an easy task and will require sustained efforts and atten¬ 
tion ovv'! a long period Countiies like Ameiiea and Australia have made great strides 
in this direction as they have looked upon this problem aa one of national importance even 
during noiinal times and India must profit by their experience 


F —Sugar and Salt * 

(1) Sugar—The total production of sugai during 1044-45 (Ist December, 1944 to 30tli 
November 1945) amounted to 9 72 lakhs tons In addition, a carrv over of 1,60,000 tons 
from 1943-44 production ,ind 30,000 tons khandsan were available for allotment during the 
above period After meeting demands for the Defence Services exports, industrial require¬ 
ments and carry over a quantity of 9,63,350 tons was allotted to various provinces and 
States for civilian consumption The production of factory sugar during the current year 
(1945-46) 18 estimated at 11,14,4(X) tons which is 1,44,(XX) tons mote than last year The 
increase will be shared by U P and Bihai—100 000 tons hv U P and 40 0()b tons by 
Bihar A qnantitv of 15 000 tons khandmri aiigai la also expected to he available from the 
D P The final position regarding production will not, however, be known until the end of 
March In the meantime, after meeting the usual demands for Diafenec Services, Exports, 
Industrial requiromei^ and carry over, a provisional allotment of sugar (including hhandtan) 
amounting to I0,29,0ro tons has been made to various Provinces and States for civilian 
ronsiimption during the year 1945-46 This increased allotment over that of last year has 
estimated increase in sugar production and of about 50 per cent 
reduction m tire Defence Services requirements ‘ 


The eai-factory price of Standard D24 quality sugar, vtt , Rs 16-4-0 per maund remaina 
unchanged except in the case of Bengal where tire sugar factories have been allowed an 
extra price of Rs 3 per maund to meet the higher cost of production due to conditiona 
created by the War 


In order to secure maximum production of sugar, it has also been decided to encourage 
gur refineries in the IT P and Bihar to manufacture sugar by refining cane gur To wnaWa 
the manufacturers to do so without incurring a loss, the price of D24 quality sugar produced 
by gur refineries has been fixed at Re 22-1^ per maund till the end of October, 1946 
The Sugar Panel set up by the Planning and Development Department has recently sub¬ 
mitted its report in draft regarding the development of the sugar industry m the' ndxt 
^e years This is under examination In the meantime, action has been taken with 
tte concurrence of the Planning and Development Department to recommend to the Chief 
t^^roller of Imports suitable applications for import of machinery and to the Examiner 
■of Capital Issues applications for issue of cspital 


(2) Gur —A total surplus of 424,120 tons gur is estimated to fee available daring 104546 
in XT P , Bihar, N -W F P and Madras (U. F 2,05,000, N -W F. P. 72,000 and Madras 
56,720 tons) and has been allotted to deficit provinces and States. 


To enable our merchants to establish connections with the Middle East countries a small 
•quota of gur is proposed to be allotted for export to Iran and the Persian Gulf Shiekhdoms. 

(3) Salt—The supply position has been generally satisfactory Bengal has become over- 
atocked with salt—their present stocks being equal to six months reqnirements Fresh 
impofite have therefore been discontinued for some time Other parts of India are being 
•applied from internal Murcea War time controls over distribution are being examined 
with a view to their relaxation. 
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G—Edihh Oils and Oil Seeds 

Aa a result of an increase in peoples* purchasing power and shortage of ghee and kerosene 
due to war time conditions there has arisen a general shortage of oils and fats in the 
country and this shortage has been accentuated in particular aioas, particularly m Eastern 
India There has also been an increase in the demand of nil cake as manure Another 
development has been the \ei\ large expansion of the milling industry mainly in seed pro¬ 
ducing areas like the U P 

All Provinces ha\c at one time or another instituted larious degiees of control ovoi seed, 
oil and c.ike The U P imposed an eldhoiate control on these items as the agricultural 
economy of that Province is so mixed that control over foodgrains must go hand in hand 
with Loiitiol o\ei oil seeds In Bengal the position iHScame so acute that the Provincial 
Goveinmeiit had to lesoit to individual latiomiig of mustard oil in Calcutta A planned 
distri1)iiti(Ui of mustaid seed »nd oil from the U P to Uenccal Bihar and Assam had also 
to be mode Similarly m tlio ease of giouiid nut and oil tfrom Southern India, an ad hoe 
distribution plan foi export and intcinal consumption was drawn up This, however, suffered 
distribution phn for cxpoit and mtcinal consumption w.is diawn up This, however, 
sufficed to meet local difficulties only fiartialh' and it has become increasingly clear that 
control nv-wr oil seeds, oil and cake on an all-India basis is essential Collection of informa¬ 
tion nciessn for this purpose is .already m hand and the policy as to what form such 
contiol shtiiild lake and hw far it should go is now actively engaging tire attention ^of 
the Fond Bciiartincnt The Pood Department propose to make a distribution of oil seeds 
and oil on a proper coordinated pl.an with a view to seeming a fair distribution of edible 
oila and piopcr utilisation of the milling capaciti In such a plan fine regard will also 
have to be paid to the needs <if diffeient areas foi oil rake in consultation with the Depart¬ 
ment of Agricullure It is not iiinposed to distnib noinial trade, but the idea is to bring 
it under efrortne (loaeniment control 


TI —Command Co ordination Committers for Foodstuffs 

Tlie ( onnimVid ordination f'ommittces continue to do useful woik iii their own limited 
sphere of ro nidinaling Sima ]airehnsee \ftei the cessation of hostilitres the important 
qnestinn befoie the Cooidimtion Committees both in the Commands and at the Centre, 
has been bow to meet the needs of deneit areas satisfactorily The question of the future 
of tlie-.e Coiiirnitteis w.i« consideied in consultation with the War Department who have 
n'/rced that the work done ha these Committewi should now be gradually taken over bv 
civil organisations pinaided the 4imy was represented on any organisation sot np and th® 
\iin\ (lenniiils were pi-omptly ,ind adequately met Accordingly Provincial and Plate Gov¬ 
ernments wore addressed and their views invited ns to avhat form fntiire control over 
perishable commodities should take and bow eo-orclination should be brought about While 
replies foim a few Ooaernments aie still awaited the majority arc iti favour of utilising 
existing Begional Food Commissioners Organisations in some form as the co-ordinating body 
in regard to allocations The whole question of tire future of controls and co-ordination of 
provincial policies in rospeet of ftesli and protective fcxids is actively engaging the atten¬ 
tion of the Food npj'arlment ,ind decasions will soon be taken 


I —Imjmrts and Exports 

1 Imiiort —The full quota of 11,00,000 tans of foodgrains promised by His Majesty’s 
Government for the peiiod October, 1943 to December, 1944, ainved by 25th May, 1945 

Foi tire penocl from ,Tamiary, 1945 to December, 1945 a total quantity of 7,60,000 tons 
of wireat was promised by ITis Majesty’s Government Out of this qiiantiti 621 364 tons 
has iilreada been leeeived and the balance w expected to arrive by the end of February. 
1946 ' 

In addition to the above quantity of wheat, a quota of 75,000 tons of nca from Burma 
was allotted for the last quarter of 1945, the whole of which has been received Negotia¬ 
tions regarding the import quota for 1946 are still in progress The Government of India 
have urged upon His Majesty’s Government with all the emphasis at their command The 
necessity of allocating to this country quotas of foodgrains on a scale sufficient to meet the 
present difficult supply position arising out of crop failures in varions parts of the country. 
Sit Bobert Hutchings, Secretary to the Government of India in the Department of Food 
has been deputed to the United Kingdom and U S A to place India’s case before the 
London Food Council and the Combined Food Board, Washington 

2 Exports —The ban on export of foodgrains outside India still continues 


. .1 —Deputation of Twhntctd Experts to United Kingdom and United StaUs of America 

Dr B C Gnha, Chief Technical Adviser and Mr M L Khanna Technical Adviser^ 
deputation from U K and U S A m March, 1946^ after investigating 
metho^ of food trohnology with particular reference to dehydration, refrigeration. oaSniniT. 

Bubmitted a report on this subject with their own recommendations reg^ 
tnlutSn technology in India The report is being printed for die- 



496 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

K —Ttchmeal Pmd 

The Technical Panel of the B'ood Depat tment which has been set up with a number ol 
eminent Indian scientists representing different aspects of food and food industries has met 
twice during the year and nas formed the following seven committees — 

1 Food Processing Committee, 

2 Edible Oils and Fats Committee. 

3 Vitamin Technology and Food Foitifiration Committee. 

4 Food Standards Committee, 

5 Enlomologieal Committee, 

6 Vkoholic Beverages Committee, 

7 Mierol'iological Committe.e 

All above Committees except the last have already met and made then recommenda- 
tuins The Food Processing Committee set up a Sub-Committee to consider the reconversion 
oi existing fruit and vegetable dehydration factories to peace time uses 

L —Produetton of Food Yetuf 

Food Department’s report on the productn -i of Food Yeast has hc<‘n apj'roved by the 
Planning and Development Department and is now being fxamired m this Department in 
respect of the finannal and other commitments insolved in establishing a factory of a 
10 tons daily capacity 


M —Prnt I ed Fot d^lvfff 

\ Laboratory has been set up in the Foo.l Department loi current anabsis and invcsti 
gation of processed foodstuffs These m\ estigations coupled with those tarried out at 
the Peshawar Fruit Fnueasing Factory are expected to lead to the improvement of the 
fruit dehydration industry m India Research m respect of other food industries is also 
done, on ,i small scale which may scive as a starting point foi the Institute on Food 
Technology, the establishment of which has been recommended, and is being considered 
aetively bv the Planning and Development Department 

Food Department are also collaborating with the Agriculture Dopartipent to establish 
facilities for cold storage and refrigeration Vs now envisaged, the Agriculture Department 
will Bstabhsh a chain of suhaidived lefrigeratmg centres, as a nucleus to a larger plan in 
respect of which information is to be obtained from the provinces 


N —Vamupati Indu»try 

To overcome the existing shortage and to correct the deficiency of fat in the general diet 
the planned development of the Vanaspati Industry was undertaken , , , 

(a) Immfdxatt Expanaum Schtmt —For the immediate needs of the country pa ticular^ 
areas where the fat consumption was low it was decided to permit establishment of p 
Vanaspati factories (18 in British India and 9 m Indian States) of a total annual capacity 
of approximately 1,36,500 tons, keeping in view the availability of groundnuts which is the 
mam raw material required All the 27 lactones have been assisted in obtaining controlled 
materials and import of plant and machinery from abroad 

(b) rutvre Exjxmaion.—A Committee was appointed under the cluiiinanship of the 
Vegetable Oil Products Controller for India to examine apd repoit on the scope and extent 
of further expansion of the industry The Committee will also esamine and icport on 
other important questions affecting the industry 


O —Army Demanda 

The end of the war, and the consequent demobilisation has resulted ni a considerable 
reduction in the Defence Services demand for foodstuffs for 1946-47 This reduction has 
affected firstly the civilian economv for which a larger proportion of food taken previously 
by the Armv is now released Secondly Government schemes for production have been 
curtailed or terminated Three vegetable dehydration factones, and the concommittent 
Vegetable Proiluetion scheme in the U P have been closed down The number of Ghee 
Centres and Controlled Flour Mills have been reduced from 6 to 3 and 9 to 3, respectively 
The Fruit Canning Factory at Nasarpur has been leased to a piivate agenev Only the 
seven meat dehydration factories are unaffected and will probabh work in 1946-47 Thirdly 
and most important of all, has been the effect on private food industries under contract of 
supply to the Army Most important of these are the Biscuit and Vegetable dehydration 
factories Conferences of the representatives of both industries were held In respect of 
Biscuit factories, it was decided that the Central Government should ffiake an allocation of 
controlled materials sufficient to assure economic production to all factones It was 
decided to allow factories to export up to 5 per cent of their production in order to 
enable them to make up for the loss of the Army demand and to establish themselves 
in new markets In respect of dehydration the prospects of maintaining existing produc¬ 
tion for the civil market is poor and the owners have been advised to divert their eqniip 
ment to other fcod production for which they have been promised due assistance In respect 
of other industries. Provincial Governments have been addressed to help in converting pro- 
duction for the civil market At the same time planning and development of all food 
industries is being unde^k^ by the Food and the Agriculture Departments Every effort 
™ 5 capitalise the development of food industries, which the war started or 

^ conserve food which unless processed is liable to 

be wnsted in some places and seasons for want of a demand for the fredi prodnet 



496 


LKOlSLAllVli. ASSEMBLY [jTH FbB. 1946 

Action on Kecommendations ov Famine Enquisy Commission 
8. Mr. S. 0 Neogy: Will the Secretary Food Department be pleased to lay 
oil the table a stuteuieiit iiidicutmg action that has been, or is proposed to be 
t.nkftTi on the principal recommendations of the Famme Enquiry Coiiiinission 
(1944-46) m their Iteport on Dengal as well as Final Eeport’ 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Action on most of the recommendations m the Dengal Eeport 
of the Famine Inquiry t'ornmisbion is the respoiisibihty of the Provincial Govom- 
ineni A report of pi ogress up to the end of 1945 is placed on the table of the 
House 

The Governnient of India have generally accepted the mam recommendations 
in the Final Report of the Famine Inquiiy (Commission The Honourable 
Member’s attention is invited to the statement on Food and Agriculture Policy 
issued by the Government of India, a copy of which is placed on the table of 
the House The Government of India have set np a special machinery to co¬ 
ordinate and progress the implementation of the recommendations, and progress 
reports will be placed before the House from time to time 

StatemetU ahounng the pnnetpal reeommendattoru of the Famme Inquiry Commission Feport on 
Bengal and aetton taken or proposed to be taken thereon 

_ Progreaa Report upto Slat Doconiber 1045 _ 

Aerial Recommondatioiui Aotion taken 

No. 

(1) (2) (3) 


2 


3 


<•) 


District Health Officers should be 
brought into a provincial cadre 
under the control of the Director 
of Public Health With regard 
to the status and duties of H^th 
Officers, legislation along the 
lines of tho Madras Public 
Health Act, 1939, is desirable 
(Part II) 

Whatever future advances are 
planned, the need for the exist¬ 
ing emergency medical and 
Health Organisation will persist 
until the end of 1945 Not only 
should there bo no premature 
retrenchment, but that full use 
should be made of developments 
during tho famine as a founda¬ 
tion for further progrosa 

The rationing of towns with a 
population of about 25,000 or 
more should be earned out as 
quickly as possible and in tho 
light of experience gained ra¬ 
tioning of smaller towns con- 
Bidorod (Part HI, Chapter I) 


Immediate steps should be taken to 
review licences issiiod since May, 
1943, under the Food Qraiiu 
Control Order an<l to remove 
from tlie register of licensees per¬ 
sona who ore not traders by 
profession 


The recommendation is under consideration of the 
Provincial Government It will bo further examin¬ 
ed in the light of tho Bhoro (Committee recommen¬ 
dations and necessary action will be taken in due 
course 


It has been decided to retain and strengthen the 
eme^^noy medical organisation and to merge it 
into Province’s post-war schemes 20,000 emer¬ 
gency bods will ^ retained for a period of 3 years, 
the buildings in which they are located will be 
looked after Tho Provincial Government also 
propose to appoint 4 additional Assistant Dirootors 
of Public H^th 


The Provincial Government have accepted tho 
recommendation Statutory rationing of rice, 
wheat, wheat-products, sugar and salt is function¬ 
ing m Calcutta, Dacca, Narayanganj and Commilla. 
It 18 proposed to extend statutory rationing to 
Chitt^ong on 11th February 1946 and Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong, and Kursoong on 26th February 1946. 
The l^vmcial Government have also under 
examination tho question of extension of ratiomng 
m Apnl 1946, subject to roqu £ ito quantity of wheat 
being available, to Asansol, Burnpore, Hiropur, 
Kulti, Kharagpur, Midnaporo and Burdwan 
Tho Bengal Food Groins Control Order was brought 
into force on 13tb December 1946 in supersession 
of the Foodgrains Control Order of 1942 Dealers 
have been dofineil as persons dealing m purohase 
and sale of foodgrains and includes persons so 
dealing or storing on behalf of another as coimmasion 
agents or arhatiyas. DealeiB licensed under the 
Food Grains Control Order of 1942 will be allowed 
time up to 16th March 1946 to renew their hoenose. 
By an executive order tho Provinoial Government 
have directed that no licences shall be granted to 
any appheant who does not already possess a 
licence under the Food Gram Control Order of 
1942. The Provinoial Government have also taken 
power to suspend or cancel any lioenoe or permit 
issued under the Order. 
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Serial RocommendntionH Artion taken 

No. 

1 2 3 


4 (tt) Cultivators holding land exceeding The Provincial Government have accepted the re- 
2.5 acres should be brought iin- commendation and in-corporated it in the new 

der the scope of the Food Grains Snngal Food Grains Control Order. Section II, 

Control Order Clause <e) defines a largo producer as a person who 

cultivates land the area of which is not less than 26 
acres at luiy one time. 

6 Embargoes round the surplus dist- Against 121 povrer-driven river-craft asked for by the 
nets should bo effectively on- Provincial Government 71 have been supplira so 

forced and adoquato number of far and attempts are being made to supply the re¬ 

launches should be inado avail- mainder os soon os possiblo 
able for the purpose 

6 Requisitioning from traders and The rogistor of producers holding land about 26 

largo producora should bo imdor- acres will constituto a register of luge-holders, 

taken and public opinion should The Primncinl Govofninent acoept the roco mmen - 
bu enfistod in support of roqiiisi- dation regarding requisitioning in principle They, 
tioning by suitablo propaganda however, ilo not fa\ our propaganda. 

7 Official procurement agoncy should The Provincial Government have accepted the re- 

’ ■ ’ ■ * ■ commendation in principle Direct procurement 

was taken up in 1044 before the publioation of the 
Famine Imiuiry Omimuiaion Koport in Patukhali 
Sub-diviBion of Bokerganj District and it has since 
been oxtendei] to tho wholo of that District, My- 
monsmgh, Murshidubad, Pabna, Nadia, Kaj^ohi, 
Molda, Bogra, Khulna, Jessore and Basirhat Sub¬ 
division of tho 24-Parganas District Extension 
of tho system of direct procuremont by Govern¬ 
ment officials has been hampered to a certain extent 
for wont of suitable staff 

8 Monopoly procurement system in Tho Provincial Government have examined the sys- 

force in Orissa anti C P should tern of monopoly procurement in force in Orissa 
be studied and applied os an and C P They do not consider that the system 

experiment in a selected district suited to C F and Onssa ran be adopted m Bengal 

or districts of Bengal. but favour the extension of official procurement. 

9 (a) The reqx*ctivo functions of Dis- (a) (6) A (c) The Provincial Govenunent have 
trict Magistrates and Dy Duec- accepted the recommendation and have issued the 
tors of Civil Supplies in regard necessary orders 
to the procurement and distri¬ 
bution of supplios and the en- 
foroemont of controls idiould be 
clearly defined 

(b) The District Magistrate should 
be responsible for all matters 
concemmg the distribution, 
storage, and movement of sup¬ 
plies and the enforoemont of 
controls in tlio district 

(e) In those districts where a staff 
is specially employed for making 
purchases on boholf of the Gkiv- 
emment or for oontrolling and 
supervising such purchases the 
Distnot Magistrate and hia staff 
should have no roiqKinaibihty in 
regard to procurement and 
operationa oonneoted therewith. 

In other distnota, Distnot 
Magistrate should bo authonaed 
to undertake procurement, 
should this prove necessary, in 
local suiplus areas m order to 
provide supphes for other peuts 
of the distnot. 


be appointed in place of tbo pre¬ 
sent system of procurement 
through Chief Agents chosen 
from the trade 
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Senal Recommendations Action taken 

No. 

1 2 3 


25 ProdiKtion of milk ihoiild be in- The Pnivinpinl flovt have acoeptod this recom* 
l•rcn8e(i by developing Agriciil- meiMlntioii as a port of the long-term Development 
tiiro and Animal Husbandry and Plan Arrnngomenta have been eomplotod by 

also by importing more mileh them for the eatablishment of a Central Livestock 

cattle Research-cum-brocding Station at ITannghntta (36 

miloa from Calcutta) The station will ho used to 
produce high-grade bulls An experimental Dairy 
Farm will be set up It is hoped to put tho sehemo 
m oporation bv tho middle of 1946 To relievo 
immediate milk siipplv position, following measures 
have boon taken - 

(») A separato Dairy Development staflf will bo 
appoiiiteil to increase milk supply of urban areas. 
Tho Govt of India in tlio Agriculture Deptt have 
• sanctioned a grant of Jls OOfilOO to moot half thes 

cost of the scheme for a period ot 17 months from 
1st Octobei l‘)4.'> to Febiiiary 1917 
(i») Airangemciits have been made with the U P and 
tho Punjab Govts for the impoit of 1500 lieails of 
milch cattle every month HlTorts arc being made 
to increase this import quota 
(m) Tho question of salvago of dry cows is being 
considered 

(tv) Arrangements are being made for Veterinary aid 
, ui sc'lcctcd centres which will also have stud farms 

atlaehoil to thorn 

(») Licensing of cattle by tho Calcutta Corporation. 

26 Railway Board should be asked to The Railway Board have instructed tho Railways con¬ 

do whatever is possible to im* cemod to pay special attention to tho expeditious 
prove and occelorato tho trana- transport of lish They aro considering tho pos- 
port of fish Hibihty of providing refngorator vans 

27 A Rationing system on Bombay The Pruvuuial Govt consider that a scheme of supply 

lines should bo introduced where- of milk to piionty consiiiners on the lines of the 

by infants, young children, and syatom in force in Bombay will involve considerable 

expectant and nursing mothers expenditure which tliey aro unable to undertake in 

are given prior claims on av’oil tho present statu of tho Province’s finances They 

able supplies This system is will, however, cunuidor it as a post-war measure 

rocomiiiendud for adoption by when tmnnciul position improies 
other inunicjpalitios all over 
India 

28 The 1180 of milk for non-essential Tlie Provincial Govt consider that prohibition of the 

purposes should bo prohibited uso of milk lor non-essential purposes is undesir¬ 
able as at the prevailing milk prices the milk so 
released will not find a market 
Tho question is under consideration of the Central 
Government A scheme for tho establishment 
of a Military Dairy Farm at Calcutta la under pre¬ 
paration Tho end of war have, however, altered 
the position a good doal. 

30 Duck-rearing should be encouraged Tho Central Government in tho Agriculture Deptt. 

on tho basis of tho experience have sanctioned a grant of Rs 1,11,000 a yecu* for 
gamed in the Military venture a scliome for tho multiplication of poultry m Bengal 
for a period of three years One military Duck 
Farm has been established m Bengal at Borraok- 
• pore for meeting a part of the Army demand. 

31 To remove present siarcity of The Provmcial Govt have sanctioned the following 

vegetables of all kinds a vigo- throo schemes immediately — 
rous “Grow More Vegetables’’ (a) A scheme for the production of Vegetables on 
Campaign should be undertaken 1,400 acres of land for supply to Calcutta 
* (b) A scheme for the Distribution of summer vege¬ 

table seeds m rural areas, seeds worth Rs 1,626 
ore being distributed through the Qovt. Seeds 
Stores 

(c) A scheme for the establishment of 178 seed and 
seedhng stations oovermg an area of about 8060 
acres in rural areas. 



20 Lo( al milk market m Bengal should 
be relieved as far os possible of 
military demands 
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No. 


1 


Action taken 
3 


32 With logurd lu militnry purchoaea bee reply to item i4 
the eatubliahmcnt of Kogiouul 
Contiol Uuartla includuig Mili- 
tuiy anil Civil roprouuntativea 
to uo-ordinate military purchases 
ol various foods is strongly 
reconnnendud 


A Slalemeut on Agncullurt and Food Poltcy tn India 

Tlie Impeiial Council of Agiicultuiol Keseaich ui Juno 1944 prepared a niemoiandum 
deiiumg the needs, and the means for the attainment of maximum efliciency m agricultural 
production, aiming at the fullest possible development ol the productive potential of all 
the resources of the country, as a basis for an all India agricultural policy These proposals 
were generally endoised by the i'olicy Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
* The recommendations of this (‘onunittco weie also generally .icceptod by Provincial (Severn* 
ments, and in June 1945 aere approsud l>y ihe Standing ( enumttae of the Legislatuie 

Since then the Famine InquirN (ommission have mcluded in then Final Report a senes 
ut coiiiieited itiumiiieiKiatioiib whiih dchno tlie broad lines of an Agriculture and Food 
polici designed to prevent any future threat of famine, and to improve the diet of the 
people Tuesvi rocommendations state objectives and pvrinciples, suggest Imes of further 
mvestigatiou and advise specific action over a iMdo held which, in the words of the Commis- 
uuu, is foi practical purposes, coextensive with the whole future development of the 
couiitiy r 

i'lopusals have been included in the post*war development plans, both of the Central and 
of tlu, Ptovincial (iovuiiinicnts, and measures have already been undeitakcii, which reflect 
agreement on the mam essentials of a common policy loi Agriculture and hood 

The development ol agiiiultuie and the supply and distribution ot food, aio among 
the most impoitant slatutoiy losponsibilitBss ot Piovincial Ooveruments The evenU of 
recent years luve euipliasised the intei dependence ot the various Frovmcos .ind States on 
each other in the niattci ot lood supply, and have shown tliat freedom from want can, 
m future, only be achieved by the closest co opeiation of all, m an all-Iudia policy of 
agricultural developineut, lood jnoduction and distiilmtion, and, in these circumstances, it 
IS foi the Ceiilial Uovejniueiit to co-oidniate that policy 

The Goveiiimeiit of India tlieiefoic consider, aftei careful examination of the various 
suggestions and lecxmiumiidations made, that it is now oppoitune to announce, in general 
terms, and subject to acceptance b\ Goveinnients of Provinces, an all-India policy for 
Agricultuie and hood, as well as the objectives to be achieved, the measures to be adopted 
mill the reipective lolei of the (’entrw and the Provinces for their attainment The policy will he 
in)])lenieiiled hv the Pioviiicial and Central Governments in their respective spheres in 
consultation with each other, and to the extent that is appropriate and necessary in each 
case The degree of success will depend upon the degree of co-operation between the 
Central and other Governments, and among the people themselves, in working out a common 
pohey for the common good of all 

This general Statement of Policy, and the objectives and measures included in it, will 
also be submitted to the Governments of States for tbcir co-operation 

2 The Paltey —The all-India policy is to promote the welfare of the people and to 
secure a progressive improvement of their standard of living This includes l^a responsi- 
bihty for providing enough food for all, sulRcient in quantity and of requisite quality For 
the achievement of this objccdiive high priority will be given to measures for mcreasmg the 
food resources of the countrv to the fullest extent, and in particular to measures designed 
to increase the output per acre and to dimmish dependence on the vaganes of nature. Their 
aim will be not only to remove the throat of famine, but also to increase the prosperity of 
the cultivator, raise levels of consumption and create a healt^ and vigorous population 
The Central and Provincial Governments will bring all avaihdile resources to bear to 
achieve this end in the shortest possible time 

3 The Objectives —^The Cardinal objectives of this policy are as follows — 

(1) To inrrosse the production of food, both of foodgrains and protective foods, requited 
to men the basic needs of the prosent and future popnlation of India and thus redoce 
dependence on imports. , 
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Ai an indication of the magnitude of the task, it hae been estimated that existing pro¬ 
duction falls short of present requirements for a balanced diet by the following margins. 


Creols 

by 

10% 

(6 million 

tons) 

Pulses 

by 

20% 

(H 

!• ) 

Fats and Oils 

. by 

25% 

(5 ,. 

„ ) 

Fruit 

by 

50% 

(8 ., 

M ) 

Vegetables 

by 

100% 

(» .. 

,1 ) 

Milk 

by 

800 % 

(TO „ 

»f ) 

Meat, Fish and Eggs 

• ty 

300 % 

(4* 

>. ) 


Tlic iiiLi eases in the production of cereals and pulses must be proportionately greater, 
until the required standards of production of other foods have been attained 

(2) To increase the efficiency of the methods of agricultnr^ production, marketing and 
distribution 


(5) To stimulate the production of the raw materials of industry, both for domestic 
manufacture and for export 


(4) To secure foi agricultural produce an assured market at a price remunerative to the 
producer, and fair to the consumer 

(5) To secure fair wages for agricultural labour 

(6) To improve the standard of living of the rural population, and for this purpose to 
solve the pioblems of iiiral economy which stand in the way of agricultural improvement 

(7) To secure continuous and profitaible emploiment in agriculture by the mtroduction of 
intensive sueiitiflc agricultural methods, the development of agricultural and cottage induB- 
rruis, ,ind Ihe hiingiiig of new areas under cultivation 


(8) To enl.irge'ihc market for igiicultuial produce and augment the national wealth 
devclo{)nien't >>'ipioving (he national diet and for this purpose to promote industrial 


(0) To ensuie a f.iii distribution of the food produced 


(10) To promote nutritional research and iiutnlional education, as a prominent part of 
the public health programme 


'I’ho sum of these olijtctivea is an expanding produ'tion and consumption, and adequate 
piireh.ising jiower in (he hand', of the people It is now the task of the Central and Pro- 
vin<i.il Ooveiiimenls. in co opei.ition with the people, to translate them into practical achieve- 


4 Proi/rnmni, of \ttton —In the wide field of action necessary to attain these objectives, 
the fii'^t essential the enlargement and intensification of the measures taken during the 
war for (he incieisc of food production The facilities, goods and services necessary for 
incre.ised piodiiclinn will he made available to primary producers At the same time they 
will he fihirntci] to iiiako use of bettei inethodn of cultivation, production and animal hna- 
haiidic mil to nppieciale improved standards of living 

Ti the inattci of distiibntion of food, waste and deterioration must be eliminated as 
f.ii IS pos-ihle by impioved .ur,mgementa for stnragv, methods of pest control, and the 
application of stientinc processes to the conservation of perishable foodstuffs Arrangements 
for traiispoit will he improved .and modernised, and movement rationalised 


Tlc.illli pipspeiity and increased employment must be brought to the villages by such 
me.isurcs as the provision of education, in the widest sense of the word espeoiallv of women 
eradication of endemic diseases, the improvement of village communications, the promotion 
of CO operative marketing and credit, and the encourage of vilhigc industries 

The p.articular measures which will be required are described in succeeding paragraphs 
- will he included in a piogr.amme of action prepared in consultation with proWas, and 

..r.J^ririnn fTrifkla n\Ai* n. anAnvfimel _ • .« ’ 

end of 1946 


and 1 


designed to achieve specified goals over a specified period of years Many of the i 
are alread^ m hand wheiv prepniatoiv woik is necessary, it will be compjeted befo^Ttho 


5 Thf il/cnswrcs -The measures which will be included m the programme of action envee 
an nnniciisc field In order to giing the task within rnsnageablo dimensions it is necessary 
to select for immediate attention certain measures, which appear to hold out the best promiM 
of n^considerahlo increase of production over a short period, and to ni^ed vSh 
despatch to complete the necessary preliminarv ennninea «nA utmost 

which .ilrcady find a place m the S^vOopn^nT^lanT orProvmma^^ i 

and on which much wk has already bL done "ro L " Governments, 

Ih. o«.«„cMon of tank., J.™ 
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UNSTAKBBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


(2) The conaervatum of SOIL ana the pnyer tue of ^ND. ^ 

(3) An increase m the prodactum and utilisation of all resources of MAN11BE6 and ferti¬ 
lisers, on a subsidised bans, if neffisssry. 

(4) The production and distribution of unproved varieties of SEED 

(6) Mearares for the PROTBOTtON OP CROPS and STORED GRAIN against pesta and 


(6) MALARIA control 

(7) The development of FISHERIES. 

(8) An increase of MILK PRODUCTION. „ _ 

(9) The establishment of a network of DEMONSTRATION AND DISTRIBUTION 
<CENTRES 

(10) The TRAINING OF AN ABUNDANT supply of workers for the practical work 
involved, and building up on the bans of the village, or a group of villages as the primary 
-unit, an adequate and oflicient administrative organisation to ensure practical results 


6 Other rnc.-isiires which will Jie included in the programme of action are as follows — 

(1) A sufficient supply of iron and steel will be made available to meet all demands for 
agncultaral implements, and mechanical cultivation will be mtroduced in suitable areas. 


(2) The results of research on improved methods of cultivation will be extended progres¬ 
sively thronghont the coiintr\, and pilot schemes in new methods of agncnitural organisation 
in villages bv means of co-ooerative .md collective farming nn^ joint management will be 
corned out 


(3) The production of fruit, vegetables and tubers will be progressivel\ increased, and 
their distnbntion improved 

/4) The production of oilseeds will be increased and the seeds crushed in India, so as 
to make more oil and oilcakes available both as a rattle feed and as manure 

(5) The quality of plough and milch cattle, sheep and goats will be improved by the 
establishment of breeding farms, by the distnbniion of seleited animals for breeding, and 
by development of goshalas 

(6) The quantity and quality of cattle feed will bo impTo\ed and better facilities for 
^rasing made available 

(7) Facilities for the protection of cattle against disease will be extended 

(8) Dairy and poultry farming will be developed making use where possible, fot civil 
purposes, of developments introduced b\ the Army during the war 

(9) Gonsemation of forest lesonrees will be developed and extended, including the deve¬ 
lopment of village forests 

(10) Agriiultural statistics of acreage and yield will be improved 

(11) The legulation of maikots and the improvement of marketing facilities will bo 
oxtrnded in respect of both agricultural produce and the products of cottage industries 

(12) An .Kicquatc m.irkcting oignnisation will be set up to ensure that middlemen’s profits 
are rel.itcd to services icndercd and tlm pioduccr gets a fan sh.sre of whnt the consumer 
pays V Committee has been appointed to advise on the snbjei’t and action will be taken 
without delav on its recommendations when received 

(13) Communications between villages and markets, and methods of transporting pensb 
able foodstuffs will bo improved 

(14) Accommodation foi the storage of foodgrains will be multiplied and improved 

(15' Assistance will be given to the establishment of industries foi food procssssing. and 
the preservation of foodstuffs 

(16) The standards of quality of foodstuffs will be improved and enforced 
bo !ncre.ased*'*^'^* obtaining special beneficial foods for motheis and small rhildien will 


(18) School feeding and industnal canteens will be extended 
discourag^ holdings will be encouraged and the fragmentation of holdings 

(20) Consultation with Provinces will be undertaken to ascertain the extent to which 

tflLrif Tand"^™II],d«“tbi“?nlJ “Wigations of holders 

*’'® productive use of land, and the measures.to be taken 

(21) Co-operative farming, credit and marketing will be encouraged and other forms of 

providing agricultural finance will be extended* The repoS S sSal CoStta« 
™S? rec«vIS™* the De;rolopment of the Co-Sp2lti7e Mo^Sent CrSS 

"K®"* consideration 

(23) The question of subsidization of foodstuffs is under consideration bv rCommittee 
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(24) Suitalile measures to regulate the wages or remuneration of agricultural labourers 
and ciop slirfivs su .is to onsiiie to them .i ie.i8ciialile sLindanl ot living, will be encouniged 

(25) Legislation will be undertaken, when necessary, to secure these objects, lududuiK 
logislalion 10 eiisuie that benefit lal measuios a«3 not held up by tho opposition of 
a minority to suth matters as the control of pests and diseases, measures of soil conservutwn, 
consolidation of holdings, and improvement of live stock 

(26) The fullest consultation and co-operation is necessary between officials and the publio 
in the pieparation and I'M't.iitimi ot local plan<i, and ii is thcrcfoiu intciidcd to promote tho 
setting up of village agiicultiiral associations, committees or cooperative societies for better 
farming, as well as siiml.ii tahsil distiict and piovincial liodies, so that the people imme¬ 
diately concerned and (Jovernment officials may work together to achieve the common goal 
of piomuting the welfare of the people 

7 By these and other maasuiea futuie production of food can and will be increased, and 
Its distribution improved, Imports and distiibution of food, and the holding of reserves, 
will be logulated to the extent that and for as long as m.iy be necessary It is intendud 
that the trade shall in due course resume its normal functions The relaxation of contre^ 
will Iw a gradual and legulatcd process, and not inconsistent with the need for establish¬ 
ing a permanent system whuh will assure a market for tho producer and equitable distribution 
of food lo the (onsumei, at prices fair to both 

8 Thr liMe of the Cfntrr nnd of Prormres —Agiicultuio, and the supply and distribution 
of food are Proviiuial subjects and on Provimcs will icst the hist lesponsiibility of making 
plans III llic light of loial needs aid lapaiilv, and the final lesponsibilitv of caiiving 
them out But it is necessary foi the Tential Government to take the initiative in co¬ 
ordinating tho ]iropoisi1s iiid bunging them into ilie fiamrwoik of a coiniinin plan foi agri¬ 
culture nnd food Subject to what follows, it is intended that both in planning and execu¬ 
tion the Proviruial (Joveinmeiits should have the fnllvsl fi-eedom of action and scope for 
local initiative 

0 It 18 tho first and most urgent task ot the Centie lo nssess tiu reqiiiieincnis of the 
connlrv as a whole in TOspeet of the diileient tvpes of agiiinltnidl produce .ind of nntn- 
tion The CciiAre will estimate, on nn all-India basis, what is required to be jnodiKed 
This will be compared with the Piovincial progr.immes of iiicienscd pincluitioii It will then 
be determined, by mutual consultation between the Centre and the Pioviiicps how the gap 
should be redutccl, what nd(lilioii.i) amounts should he piodneeil in each .iren what measures 
should he taken nnd facilities piovided to aihiew these ends and in wh.it poiiod tin v should 
be completed 

'I’he (Viitial and Provincial plans will lie oxamined fioni (his point of view to m.iko 
sure that between them tlicv iminde the measures necessniv to icliic*ve the objectives and 
make adequate piovisiou foi the admimstrativu maehiiieiv icituiied foi the pei fui iiiaiK e 
of these tasks Steps will also be taken hv mutual eonsultatioii nnd joint .igioenioni to 
ensure that a balance is maintained between the projects in each Wal plan and between the 
effoits ot each area and thit the «.uin of th.it balnneed eltoit ind it*, lesnlis ,iie fi|iplie(| to 
the ohjeitivvs of the coinmon poluy 

10 /'innnnid oMmhinrr —The (Vntie will give giants to Piovlines foi si lieines ol ngiicul 
tural developmeiil eveept m rc*spect ot such piodiictive «i heiiiee a*, iie self suj.poi(mg'’ Tho 
form svalo .ind coiiclitionh of such fin.ineial .•u.sisfantc will he icl.ited to the over-all require¬ 
ments of the all India plans for development, and will be sepai itelv (irescrthed 

Proposals will be judged not moiely on the basis of the clucct'financial letiirn, but full 
account will bo taken of the indirect economic .ind son.d benefits to the coontiv as .i 
whole A liberal and uxpansionist polity will l»e followed in icgard to agricultural develop¬ 
ment Recoveries in respect of long term jiroduclivc sclienies will not be restricted to .a 
short term period 


11 Other rfntrni hinrtwns-Some of the other mam functions of the Centre in contri¬ 

buting to tho achievement of the common objectives for Ngnciilture and Food will be 
to provide rertain facilities for training, to conduct research to make available expert 

advic'e to Pmvinces tliat need it, and to set up speeial org.njiis.ition8 to servo particid^r 

all-India purposes (These are further elaborated m an Annexure) ' 

12 Prpjwrator^ Measure.—Mwh preliminary work h.as alieadv been undeitakeii nvl 

^ 1 ° all prepafatorv mcasnms have not been ccJn^leied 

pTOj,r.ammps of .iction framed and the administrative machineiv (o carry them out set no’ 
o 1 '^7" 7 ^^ 1 . measures include the t.am.ng of staff he 

in consultation with the Central Government ^ ^ Provineial Governments 

ptamiii|“fJTAijSltaJrjSIl 'X.™ and'^Jii SSit""'' '”'”1 
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UN STABBED QUESTIONS AND AN S WEBS 
in A Ntvb Spirit.—The Famine Inquiry CommwBion haw called |or a new spirit of 
determination to face the grttat tasks, they have defined These will be hard, but worth 
iccomplishing and must be accomplished They will call for the degree of adimnis- 

Irativo and technical skill, for enthusiasm and for the co-operation of the whole population 
I his declaration of policy has been made in the confidence that Iheie will be 
I'lctermination in the efforts now demanded, of governments Md people alike, along th 
..(rciuiouB road which will lead them away from the menace of famine to a new vigour and 
prospeiity 


ANNEXURE 

Trmnini —Tho Irainmf, of agiicultuial staff up to the degree standard is primarily ^e 
InnLliou of tho Provinces and States coiicemed The Centro mil tiidcavoiir to aiiango for 
ihe admissicn, at the larger Provincial tollegos, of students from adjoining .iieas up to a 
cpitain limit • 

In addition the Central Goternment will itself set up an Agritultural College and an 
Viiini.ll lliisbandry College to meet tho needs of the Centralh Administered areas and the 
>.inaller Piovintes and States, which c.innob affoid to have sepaiate colleges It is hoped 
that these institutions will also serve .>s a model for other similar college^ 


riio ( cntial Government have also increased the facilities for post-giadiiate training m 
V.'ficuUurc and Animal Husbandry The number of post-gradaate student a admitted to the 
Agiicultuie Institute has already been increased from 16 to SO per vear and it is proposed 
to 111116380 the number to 100 iii a couple of yeirs AdmissMiis to the Vetoiinary fnstitute 
ba\e been doubled 


The faiilities for* training in special subjects like Dairying, Fisheries, Fruits and Vege¬ 
tables, et( , are also being expanded Admissions to tho Forest Bangeis College have 
lioen increased fourfold—from M students every alternate jear to 75 students e\eiy j«ar— 
ind those to tho Forost Officers Collegia have bran doubled 

The Centio is also arianging for post-graduate tiaining in special subjects overseas 
Vbout 100 students have alreadv been sent and it is hoped to send another TC in 1046 
Itwarch —Higher training and research have to go together The Centro will undertake 
to dvsiolop intensive research, in collaboration with tho Piovinces, on a sufficiently large 
Male 111 regard in agricultural matters 

Foi this puipose, the Central Government will expand the facilities for research at the 
Agricultinal, Veterinary, Dairy and Forest Institutes and will also set up Institutes in 
iispoct of Kiee, Potatoes, Vegetables, Fruits, Grasslands, Livestoek breeding and Fibheries 
Ifescarch on Cotton, .Tnte, L.ic, Tobacco and Sugarc.ine and Coconuts is being attendid to 
by special coiiimodUy commiUcos and it is hoped to set up a similar committee for oil- 
eds shortly 

The Cential Government will not only set up high grade rcstearch institutes, but will 
.I'O establish substations at suitable centres, for eY|>eiimentation on a sufficiently large 
field stale, wither in conjunction with Provinces or otherwise as may be found convenient, 
ProMiicial Goveinments will supplement this by lesearch work of on applied nature to 
-.uit local conditions and for the practical country wide utilisation of the results of 
lesenrch 


In paiticular, the Cential Gnviamment will take the initiatiie in earrving out pilot 
•.chcTiiea of co opeiative fanning, jtunt management, testing tho use and extension of mecha¬ 
nised farming, etc 


Uprciul organization—TYie Oentre will also set up and maintain, in certain cases special 
organisations requiring central ro-ordination oi management and for providing expert guidance 
.ind advice on technical matters to those who need it e i' a 

A fitatutical and Economic Organisation will ho set up for the collection, compilation 
^^^e^ntenTetatioii of daU relating to the production and distribution of agncultural commo- 


\ Cential Agricultural ;i/nr/e«im/ Organisation already exists, but it will be strengthened 
and placed on a firmer fooling A special eommiftec has been appointed U» siigg.st the 
lines on which this should be done In particular it will deal with the impiovenic'nt in the 
ficditu's for the marketing of agricullm.il produce bv the niganisation of cooneratue 
societies OI depots for the collection, grading, cleaning standardisation aritt sale of agncul- 
icgulated'^mwkets godowns and cold st-res and by tho establishment of 

A Plant ProUction Organisation is being estaiUished which will look after ou.irantine 
stations for plants and take up the study of birds in their ivlation to agriculture \ similar 
organisation will also he let «,i on the Animal side, particularly for deS.ng wIS, rinderjcst * 

Kurcaii will be set up which will, m coll iWation with p.oi^ncos 
idiise on mtierosion work and guide and tram the provincial staff in tbis line of a.l-^ity 
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and minor irrigation works, Fish development. Dairy deiialopment, Fruit development, Ferti¬ 
liser Production and Utilisation and so on 

The advsability of expanding the Imperial Council of Agricultural Besearch into an all- 
India Council of Agriculture will bo oxammed, in order to provide a permanent ma^inery 
for the promotion of agreement Lctwooii the Central and Provincial Governments and help 
in solving problems which are likely to arise fiom time to tune. 

The question of establisliing an all-India Council of Co-operation will also be looked into 
particuKiily for ilealing with problems of ruial credit and raaikoting and the steps to 
be taken to provide both long term and short term civdit to Agricultuie The suggestions of 
the tonimitlees appointed foi co-operative planning and foi rural indebtedness will bo 
examined in this connection, and action taken thereon without delay 

SHOUT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

OlfKICIAL iMTEUFERENCK IN I'lLbCTlONS TO DelIII DISTRICT EOARD 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Will the llonouruble the Home Member be pleased to 
State 

(aj if his attention has been drawn to the items of news in the Evemig 
12 Noon National Call of January' 31, 1946, and the Hindustan Times of 
EebrUfiiy 1, 1946, relatmg to the alleged interference of officials in 
the fortlicorniiig elections to the District Board of Delhi, 

(b) if (Joverniiient have had any report regarding the mteifcrence of 
Revenue Ofhoers, Naib-Tuhaildars and Zaildars m the matter of these elections, 
and if the officcia luivc been taking any active interest m the matter as asking 
the village vctcis to vole one way or the oOier, and 

(c) if (iQvot nil lent piupose to take immediate steps to inform all officials 
concerned to forlioar from taking any interest in the elections and ensure full 
freedom to the eleclois in regard to them’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: (n) 1 have seen one of the articles 

(b) J have received no complaints, neither has the Chief Commissioner nor 
the Deputy Comimssioner 

(c) (loxeininent servants are well aware that they may not interfere with 
elcetioiis 

Shri Sn Prakasa: Tn view of the fact that these complaints have been pub¬ 
lished ill (lie ])iil)liu press, oven if the oflicials concerned themselvca have not 
informed the Honomnhle Member will the Tlonoiirable Member kindly take 
steps now to iiifoim idl offieinls Ih.it their policv is that Covennnent servants 
should nol iidcrfere with these eleetions’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: No, Sir As I say, Government servants 
know what llieir dutv is If any particular Governirient servant fails in his 
duly, lb IS open to anyone to make a complaint to the authority concerned 

Shri Sn Prakasa: Has the attention of the Honourable Member been drawn 
to the speech delivered at a police parade by His Excellency the Governor of 
the United Provinces to the effect that Government servants are not to inter¬ 
fere with these elections and whether it w'ould be infra dig on the part of this 
Government to issue similar instructions here? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: My attention has not been drawn to it, 
Sir 

Shri Sri Pr^aea: Tn view of the fact that I am drawing his attention to 
those things, v?iU the Honourable Member kindly take stops now? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I think it possible—do not know—^that 
His Excellency the Governor of the United Provinces was referring to oom- 
^ plaints made in his Province As I have said, no complaints have been made 
in Delhi Province 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Ts it or is it not a fact that this complaint is being 
brought, to vouT notice and are vou goinu to treat this subject quite so lightly? 
Is it not vour duty now to tell your officials that they shall be dealt with 
severely if they interfere with the elections? 
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The Hoaouzable Sir John Thome: No, Sir. 1 think I have already 
answered it. 

Bsbtt Bam Narayan Singh: You must answer 1 

Shrl Sri FrakaM: If the Government servants themselves are expected to 
know their duty, as the Honourable Member says, 1 hope he also thinks that 
Government is also expected to do their duty forw'ards those servants and iii 
view of the complaints made, would it not be desirable for the Honourable 
Member to issue such orders^ 

Tae Honourable Sir John Thome: May 1 suggest that this is rather like 
the attitude of the riiotlicr who says, go and see what the child is doing and 
tell it not to ^ 

Shri Sri Piakasa: Docs the Honourable Member sc>riously expect that the 
Chief CoininibSiorier liiniself will euinplaiu to him about these things’ Does 
the Honourable Member expect the Chief Commissioner to complain to him? I 
cannot iindersland the situation and la* lofii'Nes to 1 ike any act oil unless the 
Ciiicf Commissioner hmiaelf complains , 

Hr. President: That is a matter foi arginnent What is the question’ 

Shn Sri Prakasa: The question is whether the Honourable Member i:> 
prepared—that is in the form of question, putting the predicate before the 
subject to take into consideration the con plamts that have been voiced 
through the pubho press and whethei he is also prepaied to issue instructions 
in this behalf to the officers concerned’ 

The Honourable Sir Joihn Thome: I should be prepared to wait foi some 
specific complamt 

Shxi Sri Prakasa: Docs he not realise that the elections will be over before 
the specific comp'uiiits roach him’ Are they not to start today’ 

Mr. President: Ordei, order Next shoit notice question 
Burma Bice for India 

Shn Satya Narayan Sinha: (u) Will the Secroluiy i*'ood Depuilineui. be 
pleased to stale ns to the approximate date by whiiii lie expects Burma rice 
in the Couiiliy? 

(b) Will he be pleased to state tlu quantity ot it and the agency or ageii* 
cies through which the said rice is going to be imported? 

(c) Will <10 kindly give any idea us to the price at which the said ricc will 
be sold 111 tins couni ly? 

Hr. B. B. Sen: (a) Burinu nee staited to arrive ni this country from the 
20th November 1945. 

(b) So far 75,000 tons have been imported All exports have been made 
by CAS(B) and imports into India by the Central Government 

(c) The price which India will pay for this rice is still under negotiation 
with His Majesty’s Government, but in the mean time the rice is being sold 
in this country at the prices m force m the areas to which it is being sent 

Sri H. Ananthanayanam Ayyaagar: How has it been distributed over the 
rice-eatmg provmces? 

Hr. B. B. Sen: It has been distributed according to the needs of the 
different areas 

Prof. N. O. Banga: What do the Government mean by this* prices in force" 
Do they mean the selling price or have they fixed any price? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: The prices at which rice is being sold retail m those area^ 

Sri B. Venkstasnbba Beddiar: Is any profit being made? . 

(No reply) 

Hr. President: The answer is in the negative 

Sri H. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May we know what quantity, from what 
the Honourable Member has in his possession, has been sent to the Madras 
Fresidenoy? 

D 2 
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Hr. B. B. Sen: I want notice 

Sri B. Venkatasnbba Beddlar: Hus the whole quantity of rice, already 
leceived, been distributed to iho cousumen>? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Yes, Sn 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: What is the quuiitity fur Bihnr? 

(A pause) 

Mr. President: W'hat is the quantity for Biliur^ 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Tins nee wib be distributed dccording to the comparative 
Meeds ol tlie different are.is There is no fixed quantity for 0113 body 

Sii M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: As aiq.heutiuns .11 e made they arc being 
ilisliibuled indis(Miuinutel 3 Jn the buuiliurii ptoviivues there is famine Has 
’lot till' Hoiiouiable Member taken note that part’cnLir arcus are affected more 
tliaii oilier areas iiiul that there aic snipin'^ and de'icit provinces'^ 

Mr. B. R. Sen: Kver 3 thing is taken into consuh’rution 

Shn Sri Fiakaaa : Ha\ e the fat and t he lu>m equ.il rations ’ ^ 

Mr. President: Order, uidcr 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Wlio decides tins inattei of distributing Burma rice 
oetneen different provinces? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: This is done by the Central Oovernment They have the 
\ihole piutuie of India before them and the 3 decide according to needs 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable Member lay on 
(be t.ib'e the niethod of distribution and the allocution already made so far? 

(No reply ) 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: 1 want an answer 
Mr. President: lie shook his head in the iiugutivo He is not prepared to 
gi\e an answei 

Prof. N. O. Banga: He has to gne an answer 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: lie must gi\e an answer He cannot 
insult tlie liousu 

Mr. B. B. Sen: 1 have s.ud that the riec received is distributed uccordmg 
to tlie coniparalive uigency ot the diffeieiit areas There is no fixed quota for 
this paiticuliii coiisignmLiit of lice lioiii Buniiu 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Jlou much furthui quantity is expected m the next 
two or tliicc iiioiitlifa fioiii JluriuH? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: I .iin unable to unswci that question 
Br. Sir Zia T7ddm Ahmad: Will the llonour.ible Member appoint a kind of 
raiilT Committee to advise them as to the iiiauucr of distribution among the 
ihffi lent provinces'’ 

Mr. President: Ordei, older We now go on to the adjournment motions 


MOTIONS FOB ADJOURNMENT 
rN'Thin-hUKM 1 1\ SlNO ASSKMBIY El.KA’TIONS BY EUROPEAN OFFICIALS 
Mr. President: 1 liave an adjournment motion fiom Seth Yusuf Abdoola 
llainon He wislu's to adjourn tlie biisine'?-. ot the lloubc to discuss a definite 

jiialttM of iiigiMil public inipoil.Miicf ii.imcl>, “the behaviour and misconduct of 
riiiojicaii fiidi 111 L’ohct SvMvifi- personnel and JCiiropean Indian Civil Service 
nci>-onnel m cie.Wne,' liitclies and liarns^ing the Muslim public from exercising 
flee fraiichi'se iii the iieent Sind Asseniblv I’lcctions” 

The adjonriiment motion has been di«sallowed by the Governor General 

Inti rfnri vei by ICS Pfrronnpl in Elections in Karachi 
Mr. President: T sli.ill now take up the next adjournment motion by Nawab 
‘'iddiqiie Ah Khan relating to 

“Tlic intcrfereiK’e .iiul lu'li.i\loiir of the Tmliitn Cuil Service personnel at Karachi diirinsr 
the recriif proviniial elections in harassing and entering in election booths of Muslim purdah 
nashm ladies " 

This motion has been disallowed by the Governor General 
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Biqhts OF Indianh in Kenya Colony 

Mr. President: The next adjournment motion is one by Seth Govmd Das 
regarding “the coinjilcte failure of the Covemment of India to take an} 
steps to counteract the growing danger to the civic rights and rightful position 
of the Induui community m the Legislative Assembly of Kenya Colony in 
East Africa as threatened by the European elected members of the Council 
and Lord Francis Scott, a member of the Executive Council and the Legis¬ 
lative Council in Kenya, by categorically rejecting tlie proposals for legislative 
reforms and the proposed e’ecte<l representation of Indians on it" 

Seth Oovind Das (Central Provuices Hindi Divisions. Non-Miihaminudun). 

If the Honourable Member, for (luvernment has any objection to the motion, 
then I shall make m\ point 

Mr. President: It seems to be a matter of importance Is there any 
objection? 

* Mr. B. K. Banerjee (Secretary, (Commonwealth isolations Department)* 
May I know. Sir, what the specific matter is in thi‘> adjournment motion^ 

Seth Ckyvrlnd Das: The specific matter is that on the 12th December the 
Colonial Office issued a white paper, wherein a proposal had been made about 
an Inter-territoriul Organisation in East Africa A cable from which 

was published in the press of India dated the 26th Junuau, timn Nanobi, says 
that this pioposul of the t’oloniul Office is being opposed by th^ \\ hitub oi 
East Afiica and these Whitcb are led by u very important person of Kenya 
I mean Lord Fiancis Scott, who is a member of the Execute o .ind also of 
the Legislative (Council of Ken^n Sir, the question of Indians in East Aiiica 
about the Highlands of Kenya and about other things have been engaging 
the attention of this House foi a lung time and this is a most recent occur¬ 
rence, 111 which the (lovernnieiit of India me sitting tight and are doing 
nothing and therefore T want to laise this question on the floor of the TToiiso 
It 18 a matter of recent o<*cuircnco and urgent public importance 

Mr. President: Has the Honouiable Membei for Government to «yiv anv- 
thing? 

Mr. B. H. Banerjee: We have no objection, Sir, to a discussion of this 
motion 

Mr. President: The motion is admitted and w'lll bo taken up at I 0 clock 

An Honourable Member: Today, Sir? 

Mr. Preiddent: Yes, it will be taken up today, unless the House decides 
otherwise 

ELECTION OF MEMHEHS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOlt AOBT- 
CULTUBE DEPABTMENT 

Mr. Preiident: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noo\ on Tues¬ 
day, the 20th January, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the 
Standing Committee for the Department of Agiiculture, twelve nominations 
were received Subsequently, two members withdrew* their eaindidatnre As 
the number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacniieies, I 
declare the following members to be duly elected to the Committee for the 
unexpired portion of the financial vear and for the next financial vear (1)^ 
Sardar Sampuran Singh, (2) Mr C P Lawson, (3) Chaiidhri Sri (’hand, (4'i 
Raja Sir Saivid Ahmad Ali Khan Alvi, (.5) Mr. Tami'/uddin Khan, (6) Khan 
Bahadur Makhdum Al-iHaj Syed Sher Shah Jeelani, (7) Sn V frangaraju, 
(8) Khan Abdul Ghani Khan. (9) Mr G B Dani, and (10) Mr Sukhdev 
XJdhowdas. 



•EL'E.C'nOliJ 0¥ MEMBEBS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOE 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Mi President: 1 have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 Noon on Tues¬ 
day, the 29th January, 1946. the time fixed for receiving nominations for the 
Standing Committee for the Legislative Department, seven nominations were 
received Subsequently two members withdrew their candidature As ^ 
number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of 

the following members to be duly elected to the Committee for unexp red por 
tion of the current financial year and the financial y®*' c 

Ghulam Bhik Nairang, (2) Chaudhri Sn Chand, (3) Lt-Col Dr J L 
rhattcrjee, (4) Mr K 0 Neogy, and (6) Sri M Ananthasayanaro Ayyangar 


ELECTION OJ^’ A MEMBER TO STANDING GOMMirPEE FOR WAR 
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President: In \iew of the resignation by Mr M Ananthasayanam 
A.'s\angar, of his membership of Standing Committee for the Department of 
War Transport, a vaoaiir'^ has occurred on the Committee In order to fill 
up tlic \acanoy, I appoint the period upto 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 5th Febru¬ 
ary. within which nomination will be received The election, if necessary, 
will be held in the Assistant Secretary’s room in the Council House, on 
Friday, the 8th February, between the hours of 10-30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 


PRESENTATION 01<’ THE REI»ORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands (Finance Member) Sir, 1 present 
tlie Ilepoit^ of the ]*ul)’'o Accounts Commillce on the accounts of 1043-44 

Seth Oovmd Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions \on-Aruh.iinniadan) 
\\itb iL*bi»ecl to the lopoit of the Public Accounts Committee it has been the 
practice of llie House to discuss this leport and two specific days .ire allotted 
for the puiposc' Will tli<> Honourable Member please state ^^hethel he pro- 
po«-os to allot two da\b ioi discussing this icport and if so, when dt)»s he 
})roj)Ose to do it^* 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: 1 understand, Su, that it is not 
done ut this stage First an opportunity is given to the House to study the 
renoit and an oppoilunity will be afforded at a later stage foi discussion 

Mr. M. Aaal dli (Delhi Gcneml) Sir it li.is always been the practice of 
fins lloii-e to IniM *wo days towards the end nf the session to discuss the 
Publii Accounts Committee Report All that the Honourable Member, Mr 
GoMnd li.is suggested now' is that the Government should allot two 

days fni the discussion of tins Report towards the end of the session We 
arr not Jisking for it tomoirow' 

Mr. Preaident: If I understood the Honourable Member aright, he said 
that the lejioit is jiicsented and at this stage, there is no discussion An 
npporlnmt\ is giveu to members to study the report And then, he said, in 
due (ouisr time will he allotted for its discussion 

Dr. Sir Zia TTddm Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Miiham- 
inadan Rural) The point is that tw'o days should be allotted instead of one 
day as Iinp]i(*npd dn’'ing the absence of the Congress Members from the 
A«!sembl^ , 

Mr. President: Whatever may have been tlie practice of the House m the 
past vill be adhered to 


*N'ot printed in these Dcb.'ites, but copies have been pinred in the Librsrv of the House — 
Ed of D, 

( 610 ) 



ELECTrOX OE THE J)EPUTY PRESIDENT 

Hr. President: I liave to inform tho House that Sardar Mangal Singh has 
intimated to me withdrawal of his candid.itiire for the office of Deputy President. 
There is, therefore, only one candidate left, namely. Sir Mohammad Yamm 
Khan whom, I declare to ho elected as Deputy President Under Section 
630(2) of the Government of India Act, .is set out in the Ninth Schedule to the 
Government of India Act, 1935, this election requires His Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor General's approval which will be communicated to the House when obtained 

MOTION RE FOOD SITUATION—confd 

Hr. President: Further consideration of motion moved by Mr B. B Sen. 

“That the food situation m India he taken into consideration “ 

I think there arc cei l.nr^ further amendments also tabled by certain Honour¬ 
able Members 

Shri Sri Prakaea (Denare*’ and Gorakhpur Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) On a poinl of order. Sir Members have to sit down when the Presi¬ 
dent IS standing I see that sevo’*al Government members are standing now 
• Hr. President: I am thankful to the Hononiable Member for having drawn 
niv attention to the matter 

About those amendmonts which ha\c been tabled \ery recently, I should 
like to invite TIonoumble Momberis’ attention to the practice of tabling amend¬ 
ments as the debate proceeds from day to day I do not like to insist upon 
notice—am prepared to waive notice in the interest-, of having a better debate, 
hut the general pructiec should bo that amendments should not bo coming m 
as the debate goes on Of course, if there he an agioed amondnrv'nt then cer¬ 
tainly it may he biought in at any time But tho great disadvantage of 
tabling anicndmciits as the debate pmceeds is, to mv mmd, that injustice is 
done to Mcmheis who have already taken pan in the debate They have ex- 
jiicpscd then views and tliey lose the opiiortimity of exprebsing their views 
sigam over amondraents that come m later Today, 1 am allowing all these 
ainendincnts without taking anv objection us to notice being given, but 1 trust 
Members will help mo by not tabling amondinonts as the debate pioceeds T 
may repent again, that if ncccssurv, ngiecd amendments nuiy certainly come 
in there is no objection to them 

Hr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Pi ebideiuy Division Non-Miihaiiimadan 
Burnl) Sir we opprociate vour observation that if amendments are agreed ones 
they will he acceptable without notice, but then there ought to be an opening 
for the President’s diseietion also, boeniise as you have said there will be diffi- 
eiilt.> in respect of jiaiticuhir Members who have already spoken and who have 
not had an opportunity of considering the new amendments There will also 
bo another difficnllv liy excluding tliem, because when the debate proceeds in a 
real and hvo manner certain questions come up and 

Hr. President: Order, order My observatioiiB of couise do not exclude or 
do away with the authority of the Chair to allow amendments which are really 
necessary for the purposes of the debate But it is better, if the proposition 
is duly considered before, that amendments are not coming in as the debate 
develops It may bo necessary in certain cases, hut it will be a ni.itter for 
the discretion of the Chau I am just giving .i general rule I would now* re¬ 
quest Honourable Members to move these amendments and then they will speak, 
so that the debate will proceed on the assumption that nil the*amendments are 
before the House Mr Ishaq Seth will move his ameiidniciit 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haii Ishaq Seth (West Coast and Xilgins Muhaminadaii) 
Sir, I move 

"That at the end of the amendment moved by Mr M U Masani, th.' following W 
added, namely 

‘and urges upon the Government to take steps to obtain independent representation for 
India on the Cnmlunrd Food Board'.’* 

(611 ) 
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gj2 lboi»iati\b assembly 

M*. P»dd«t: Amendment *“ «“ ^ W 

"That at the end of the amendment moved by Mr M t 
•'■'‘Sjd'SSepon the Ge,emn.™t m take .tep. te obn..n md.pe.dmt mpr.».t.t»u tor 

India on the Combined Food Hoard +i,of Kp moved bv Air. 

To this amendment there is nn amendment tlmt will be movea oy 

Ayyangar 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor. 

Non-Muhammadan Rural) Sir, I move Si-th th« 

..Th.1 .t Ih. ..d of the .mmdm..t pmpomd by Mr II A. S.tlm, H W.., Seth, th, 
following be added, namely , uord ‘a* and aai/)—competent Indians 

w.ir;=roT’r-Hor‘frJi^ zf* .u ^ ^ ««t..d.- - 

Mr. President: Amendment to the amendment* moved 

"That at the end of the amendment proposed by Mr H A Sathar H Ishaq Se , 

"“^dL.fSpir‘{.d»» el^d b, th. ».«!»» of th. H.». from 

among its members or from outside* ” 'r r l 

Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava (Ajmer-Merwaru General) Sir, I do 
not propose to move my amendment 

Sri V. aangaraju (blast Godavan and West Godavari cum Kistna Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) Sir 1 move 

■•That at the on.l of the ameinlment moveil by Mr M B M..san. tlie following be 

“'‘''•'.odTs'.'; tlmt tbr Oovrrn™..ot rf,ooId to .rorp.mt. .t, puKOr.m.nt o.d ■■m"' "* 

of IrodBroiVi. « lo olmimM. tho rrmtlog orbllro.im.., coiroplion oi'd opPjrmon "f P«>^t' 

an<l to leave with pensaiiU adequate quantities of foodgrains foi their 

tonsuinplion and to obtain the wholehaaited lo operation of th, peauanU in all their piodire- 

ment and puce fixing operations’” 

Mr. Resident: Amendment to the .iineiidment moved 

"That at the end of the amendment moved by Mr M R Mas.uii the following be 


^^•and uri«s that the Covoniment shonld eo reorganise its piocurement .ind miuisitioning 
of foodgrains as to eliminate the existing arbitianness, corruption and opim-ssioii of 
and to leave with peasants adequate quantities of foodgrains for their family and labour 
consumption and to obtain the wholeheartad co-operation of the peasants m bH their procure¬ 
ment and piice-fixing operations’ ’’ 


Sri M. Ananthasayaiiaiii Ayyangar: I move 

"That at tho end of the original motion, the following be added, namely 
‘anil having considered the same further urges upon the Government to take immediate 
steps to iiirivase the production of foodgrains in tho country by giaiiting substantial sub¬ 
sidies to producers and by restricting if not {brohihiting, the cultivation of crops other than 
foodgiains on lands wheie food crops tan lie giown until the countiy becomes self-snflieient 
in foodgrains’ " 

Mr. President: Amendment moved 

‘‘Th.it at the end of the original motion, the following bo added, namely • 

•and having considered the same farther urges upon the Government to take immediate 
steps to iiuivase the pioduction of foodgrains m the country by granting substantial sub¬ 
sidies to proiliuers and by restiieting if not prohibiting, the cultivation of crops other than 
foodgrains on lands where food ciops can be grown, nntil the country becomes self-sufficient 
in foodgrains’ ’’ 

Sri B. Venkatasnbba Beddiar (South Arcot cum Chmgleput Non Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, tlic other day I was referring to the fact that the cost of 
cultivation per acre of paddy eonies to about Rs 130 This Bs 130 is for 
crop rates on dry land including cost of irrigation So far as wet land is con¬ 
cerned, it comes to about Rs 90 to Rs 100, and the total income which he 
derives bv wav of foodgrains is about Rs .50, and including the cost of hay it 
will come to about Rs 6.5 to Rs 70 There is no provision for his supervision 
charges; and with all this, a man is expected to raise foodgrains on his land, 
losing Rs 20 to Rs .SO for every acre of crop which he raises [ do not think 
any sensible agriculturist will raise foodgrains on his lands on these terms The 
Government must revise its policy of fixing the prices They say they look to 
the interests of the consumer What is obtained for one rupee from the pro¬ 
ducer 18 sold in the towns at Bs 1-8-0 cr Bs 1-6-0. The co-operative stores 
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in oui district which are entrusted with this task of procuring and distributing 
to the consuiners make a profit of Tls 15 to Its 20 for every Rs 65 wortli of 
paddy that is delivered to them I want to insist that if they are not in ti 
position to raise the price which is now offered to the cultivator for foodgrains, 
they must at least tr^ to subsidise and make the industry a paying one Let 
fheni not kill the goose that lays the golden eggs They ore not giving tlie agri¬ 
culturists any help His necessities are not provided for Wages, go's! of 
manure and the cost of cattle which are necessary for cultivation have risen by 
400 per cent and the cattle arc not having their food There is no bran and 
no cotton seeds available for the cattle No tyres and no implements of iron 
and steel are supplied to the agiiculturists, though a lot of propaganda is being* 
made and it is being said that a lot is being supplied to the ryots. Then the 
Honourable Member for Agriculture said that loans and grants have been offered 
to the cultivators To take a loan or a grant a cultivator has to spend nearly 75 
to 80 pe" cent of the loan he obtains from the Government He has to spend' 
lot of time before he can obtain the money There are other improvements 
which the Agricultural Department con resort to Silt clearing in the channels 
• which arc to cover about 10 to 12 villages can be resorted to this year I know 
for a fact that in my district n number of channels which irrigate about 10 tO' 
12 villages have not been cleared of the silt Thih has been remaining there 
for the last 10 years and nobody has taken care about it, in spite of the fact 
that the attention of the Department was often drawn to it Even in Japan 
which is occupied by the Allies a c.ilory amount of 2600 per head is piovided for 
at the instance of General MiicArthur The Japanese are already having 2200 
and tins has boon found lo be insuflicicnt by General MacArthur and he has 
insisted that 2600 calories should he provided per head foi the Japanese What 
IS given in India is less than 1.500 enlones Even that is now sought to hr 
reduced by the departmout Tliov wont to mduce it to 75 or 66 and 2/3 pei 
cent Today I find in the papers that the ration in Delhi town is proposed to be 
1 educed to two-tliirds of what it was till now If this policy is adhered lo and 
if only two-thirds of vvlml is now being allowed is given to the producer, T .vm 
sure lie will no! he able to maintain himself and produce w hat is reij iired ot 
Iniri 

So till as piocuromcnt and distinbution is concerned, 1 shaU diavv the 
attention of the Honourable Member for the Food Department to the repoit of 
the Foodgrains Policy Coiuiuittce This is what is said by that Committee on 
page 102 of their Report 

"We are un.inimougly of the opinion that any attempt to apply raUomng in any atnet, 
teihniral aenae to the ruiol areas ot India w hopeleasly impracticable The utmost that 
could he achieved could be to appU' to lural districts the principle of an aggregate quota and 
to attempt to seciire that supplies ovei and above this amount shonld be made available for 
the sustenance of the uiban population But we must not be implied as meaning that even 
the deteunination of an aggiegate c\uota could possibly imply any significant lowering of 
the lural staiidaid of consumption The leason for this is surely very clear It is impossible 
to raise the volume of food production in India, if the producer, already suffering from a 
shortage of piodnceis’ and consumers’ goods, is to have his generally not too high volume 
of personal consumption reduced The only effect of any such attempt would bo a reduc¬ 
tion in the ryot’s williiigness to produce ’’ 

Then in ]jnrii 16 on the siiine page, they go on to say 

"To attempt to ilistiibute available supplies on the principle of giving every body a 
pinch of what is available is simply to dissipate scarce resources ’’ 

I would draw the uttention of the Foot! Department to these relevant pass¬ 
ages in the report I hove mentioned I would also draw tfie attention of tho 
Department to an ortiole appearing on page 10 of Janata of 3rd February 1946. 
This IS what the article says —T would like to ask the Food Member what he 
was doing since August and September when the monsoon failed— 

"On November 11, 1945, Sir J P Snvastava, Food Member to the Government of India, 
said, 'Unless the public allow themselves to be stampeded into an entirely unjustified panic, 
the Goveniment of India _and tte Provincial Governments should certainly be in a position, 
to. prevent local shortege from developing, to honour their rationing obligations and to wiain >. 
tain full control of the situation* " . 



[5th Feb. 1946 


^14 legislative assembly 

[Sn B. Venkatasubba Beddiar.'l 

This IS the stateraent which he made on the 11th November. On the 11th 
November, the Food Member was confident that he could meet the situation 
"without people creating any scare in the countrj' On January 18th he had to 
revise his opinion—that is within two months The Food Member admitted 
“ijiat the food situation in llie country at the moment is not too easy" Even 
though he was aware that in August the north-west monsoon failed and he was 
not in a position to meet the situation, he was complacent enough till November 
and till very late in January Then he realised that the situation was not 
easv I draw' his attention to the entire article on this page 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Praaad Srivaatava (Food Member) When did the 
monsoon fail in Madras? 

Sri B Venkatasubba Beddiar: In August, September and, T think, November 

The Hcmourable Sir Jwala Praaad Srivaatava: The north-east monsoon 
failed in November, if T may say so 

Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddiar: The Honouiahle Membei iniist know that 
Madias gets the north-west monsoon Malabar ninl Bombay have been affect-* 
ed and tliero is no w’ater m Mettnr Dam to provide for Tanjore and other dis¬ 
tricts to which eleetricitv is supplied from the Mctfiir Dom 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam AjryEngar: The TTonouuible Membei does not know 
where Madras is 

Sri. B. Venkatasubba Beddiar: In the Madras Pi esidcnc,>, fur distribution 
•of paddy and nee, the unit is 10 to 15 villages One must realise the difficulties 
of those villager', if they aie asked to walk 4 oi 5 miles eveiv day to take their 
suiiplies of nee They cannot get it onco a week or once a fortnight Every 
dai they have to walk scieral miles to get their supply When we asked 
the jicisons concerned to m.ike arrangements foi distribution in each village, 
wa wer-^i told that the Foodgraiiis Control Order stands in the w'uy of licensing 
letail denlois It was said that only those persons dealing m rice in 1943 and 1944 
could get the license Tins (lovemment does not take a long time m passing 
all kinds of ordinances All these ordinances legardmg the control of food- 
grams come under the Defonee of India Buies If only the Ooveminent takes 
it into its head to iiiovide methods for easy distribution m villages, T do not 
think there will be any difficulty to amend this rule T commend all these 
suggestions for the consideration of the Food Department and T close my 
remark'. 

Mr. Mohammad M. KUledar (Bombay Noithem Division Mulmmmadun 
Bund} Sir. I beg to supi»oit the amendment moved by iriy TTonournble friend 
Mr Musani from Jlombay and the nder to that moved by the TTonourable Mem¬ 
ber Mr Sattar Seth Sir, f have heard the speeches of the Food Secretary 
and also the Secretary for Agricnlture very minutely and I have come to the 
conclusion that what European countries could do during the first year of war 
our Indian Government is able to do in the first vear after the end of the war. 
We have not up till now completely stopped the export of foodgiams We 
still find that certain commodities are exported from India to Ceylon and other 
countries It has been pointed out by several Members in this House, that there 
18 no jiiopei control of the Central Government over the Provincial Govem- 
iTients Till re are various instances in which the Piovincial Governments have 
overlooked the Cejitral Goveinmont and have not cared to obey the orders of 
the Central Government Only last year a quota of about 5.B.000 tons of gram 
was granted to the Bonjbav Presidency from various provinces in India But 
the total quantity of giam that mj Presidency got was about 15 to 20 thousand 
tons only and the rest of the quantity was not available even though the 
traders and other interested persons were prepared to pay more than the control 
price The Government of India could not help us in nnv' w’ay nor eonld the 
Bombay Government do anything in that direction The control piice for 
gram is about Bs 8 to Bs 10 m various provinces, but gram is not available at 
ifchis price It is being sold even in Delhi proper at the rate of Bs 15 to Bs 17 
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per iii<iund iii black market Omng to the corruption the black market is 
thriving not only here but in nil the plflf*e«i 

With regard to Bombay city, 1 wish to say a few words Bombay is not 
bUiipbed with good quality of foodstuffs Very inferior quality of wheat is given 
to the Bombay city, the red Australian small wheat, which is of very inferior 
quah(\ IS supplied to the eonsuiiiers in Bombay Jn 1944 barley w'as gi\cn 
instead of wheat, which was subsequently discontinued and the same barley was 
given to cattle owners for feeding their cattle Sir, the position of Bombay 
is Aery grave Poor people do not get nourishing food for keeping up their body 
and the things which keej) up the body like fat, rnilk, etc , are not available to 
them Instead of that, skimmed milk powder is being introduced by the Gov- 
omrnenl of Bombay for the use of the public All the restaurants in the City 
of Bombay are forced to use skimmed milk powder in place of the whole rnilk 
This skimmed milk powder is imported from Cnnad.i Some of that quantity, 
which w'us imported some time back w.i^ found to la* so infnior that the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bomh.iv IS now' trying to feed with it the enttlc whirh are kept in 
the Bombav City at present Hv'en the citlle iwnei-' are not prepaicd to feed 
fhtir cattle AMth tliat skimmed milk powdei The\*llnnk that it is of very 
infenoi qiiahtv and is harmful to the ealth Ann \i' thi* same skimmed milk 
powder was being given to the human lieings m tlie Rombay City Such is the 
condition ])rev.ilent in the City of Bombsu If proper quality of food is Qot 
supplied to the losideiit'' of HonihuA* d will l»e Aer\ hard for them to maintain 
their health Sir, the situni>on in BomhaA, m> fni as the milk supply is con 
ceined, is getting w'orse and worse eveiv di\ Tn order to maintain a legular 
supply of milk in the City of Bombay theie should he imported at least 6,000 
fresh buffaloes overv month, hut at i>resenl A\e h«\e hardly T,000 to 1,200 
buffaloes T think this is known to the GoAeinmont of India also, but, I under¬ 
stand, the> are helpless in this mattei because they i annol piess other Govern- 
iripiits and paiticularly the Gujrat and Kathiawar States to release some of their 
cattle to be exported to the Citv of Bomhav The situation of food is worse but 
the eondition of milk supply is still worse During the last four montbs the 
supply of grass for cattle was rationed in the Citv of Bombay The cattle w.is fed 
ouIa on 10 lbs of grass per nninial per dnv, though the usual quantity should be 
more than 20 Ihs per animal per d«iA Tt Avas a ova hard for cattle-owneis to 
maintain theii cattle on 10 lbs of grass pci daA 

I now come to the rural areas of my pioAunci' particularly the Northern 
Division T knoAv it for certain that the Goxernment of Bombay is not giving 
a fair treatment tn the residents of the vnvnl areas They are not supplying 
them AAith sugar m adequate quantii.A and no cloth of any kind is supplied to 
them T knoAV it for certain that Bioadi district is supplied only half lb sugar 
per head per mouth. and the Government of Bombay expects the cultivator to 
come forward and give all the food he has growm for feeding the residents in 
urban areas This is not fair If the Government w'ants co-operation from cul¬ 
tivators, then the cultivators also should be given sufficient sugar for their use 
T know it for certain that m Bombav Citv about 12 oz of sugar is granted per 
head per VAcck I know m Broach city about 8 os of sugar is granted per head 
per w’cek I do not know vAliy this discriminatory irentment is meted out to 
the cultivators and those who are lesiding outside city limits It seems some 
favouritism is going on and T submit that the Govemment of India should 
poke its nose and trv to mend matters Several representations have been 
made by these people, but the reprc-tcntations are not taken “into consideration 
and thev are thrown into the w’aste paper basket 

Sir, the food problem is the problem of problems There is no problem 
which IS agitating the minds of people more than the problem of food The 
absence of winter rains on Aihieh the supplv of wheat mainly depends has made 
the position exceedingly serious There is every chance of the repetition of 
Bengal famine if timely action is not taken by Govemment There is no 
chance of getting any internal relief at the present moment There will be 
no surplus to help the deficit prov'inces There are no reserves I therefore 
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request the Flonourable Menihor in charge to make e\er\ effort in order to get 
more wheat and more nee from foieign countries TTo is taking a deputation 
to U K to induce people there to allow some wheat exported to India An 
aniendnient has also been tabled leqnesting a sent on the coininittee Hut I 
belie\e that the most effective method would be to appeal to the people as well 
and with this object in mmd, T suggest that the committee which is going out 
for the proeureiMciit of wheat should ha\o a rejiresentative of the Congress and 
a Teprcsentali\c of the Muslim Ijeaguc jiarties Official attempts are not alwujs 
very effective When the (]iiestton of famine, of life and death comes in, tlicn 
an appeal by the people themselves who are seriously affected will he more 
effective than an official leport or official document 

The next thing which I would like to press upon the Honourable Member is 
the method of distribution This requires serious consideration Instead of 
giving small quantity of sugar iirespective of sociol position and irrespective 
of requiremeiitsi it will be more useful and economic if the two alternatives are 
adopted in distribution Hither give the quantity of sngai at scheduled price 
or 2i tunes the qiiaiitit,^ >f gur at the same price Sir, I am sure that a ver;*^ 
large nuinhcr of people, at least two thuds of the population will give up sugar 
and will take to gur and tins sugar thus saved can he utilised in ineie.ising the 
rationed sugar The s,une thing applies to food ginins V Inrgei number of 
persons would prefer to have bajra, jow.ir or macen in picfcrenco to wheat and 
we should a|)ply the same alternatne in this ease also .is in the ease of sugar 
That IS, ^ou t<ikc eithei seliedule intion or take double* the qunnlitv at the 
same price <vnd off<‘r these* .dtematnes tei the* pt'ople* 

Mr. President: Heiw long does the Honoumble Member jiropose to t.ike’ 

Mr. Mobammad M. Killedar: Oiil\ a lew minutes mon*, Sii I suppose the 
pcofilp AviJl jump at tins idea The same thing applies to rice Yon gi\e two 
qualities of nee, the* nengal A.srietv and the Punjab Miiioty and give them the 
option eithei to h<i\e* deaible (be epi.mtit,\ of Bt'iignl nee tn to have the Punjab 
rice .it the s.uiie jirie'e* This will he an equitable mode of adjiislTin*nt The 
best wav for sueh kind of adjustment is the trade ehannel I hope that this 
arrangement will soon tie made in all the foodgrains, tlie option should he tei 
h.ave (a) huger quantity of infeiior foeadstuffs or (b) smaller quantitv en superior i 
stuff at the same price 

The lust thing 1 would like to piess Sir, is the ussoeiatioii of nori-offieiuls ii* 
the distnbution of food It should he distributed imdei the supeivision of riun- 
officinls presided over by officials if the (Jovemment so desires They wull know 
the requirements of the people and I Ihink there is a chance of iiimiiinsiiig 
corruption if non-offi<'ials .ire associated to .i Inrgei extent than at present Sir, 

I have done 

Hr. Presideilt: I should like lo unite (he .attention of the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers to the fact th.it, I find so raan\ llonouiuble Members are anxious to 
speak The matter hns been debuted for two days and it should be brought to 
a close now Almost all the points that can be made out in the debate have 
been rimde out hv se\cral speakers and T would wish that we bring the debate 
to a elose as earK as possible now The House has heard the views of non- 
official members at great length The House would like to hear from the 
Honourable Food Meinher all the details on this important problem, f would 
therefore like to give hini as much time as possible so that he may not liave 
to curtail his speech or refrain fiom giving mfnrniatinn to this House on the 
ground of want of lime We aie having an adjournment motion today at 4 
jo’clock That means that this matter has to end before that hour 
^ ’ after giving about 4.> ininutcs to the Food Member or more if he 

want« Then some tune will be taken up by the voting on the amendments 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Praaad Srivaatava: Thirty mmntcs will do for me 
Hr. President: I am prepared to give more. 
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The Himourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: If you give me more I will be 
happy I but T will be concise 

Mr. President: Mv poul is that the problem being a very impnitant one it 
IS desirable that the House should know the plans of Government as fully as 
jiossiblc, and therefore T would not like to curtail by even a single iiiiniite, the 
>,l)eecli of the Food Member on this subject 1 would, therefore, ippeal to 
Honourable Meinbeis cifhcr to give up the idea of speaking or to be as abort 
as possible, because I find the same points are being lepeated oier and over 
again, of course, in tlieii different provmeial application But the general situa- 
taai lias been thoioughlv discussed and f would anjieul to Honourable Members 
to be lery brief and not to repeat wliat has been already said 

Sri T. A. Bamalingain Ohettiar (Afadius Indian (’onniKieel Sir, I suggest 
that llie Food krember ni.iy speak now so that if then* is any •'iiggestion to be 
made aftei lie, «s|ieecli there will hr a little tinu for that 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava. \o. 4>ir, 1 should like to wind 
i7p the debate 

Sri T. A. Ramalmgam Ohettiar: 'I he HonomabU Mtnibei ear with your 
permismon iej>l.\ at the end ‘o an\ jioiiit raised 

Pandit Oovind Malaviya (Allahab.id and .Th.msi Divisions Xon-Muham- 
niadan liiiral) Su* it vou ajipiove and the rest of the House agrees the Food 
Meinbei may s|jeal\ now foi half an hour and go on till half past one, .ind the 
debate can continue after Luneh • 

Mr. President: Looking at the lourse the debate has taken we will proceed 
IS wo have done without starting an\thing new at this stage 

Mr. Leshe Owilt (Boiiil)n\ Euiopean) Sir, m rising to support the amond- 
iiieiit of in\ Honouialile fiend Mi liowson and apropos what you have just 
-^aid, 1 am at some dia.idvantage in j^aitieipatmg in this debate as I was not 
able to be piesent (hiring its first da^ That does not in any wav lessen m> appre¬ 
ciation of the gniMti Ilf the situat'oii As gia\e aa is tin* situation created Dv 
food shoitagi, liowevci it is iiiifoituiiately, not confined to the boundaries of 
India iiiid, as mv colleague Mr Lawson pointed out .i day or tw'O ago, hunger 
not only stalks this land hut many otheis thioughout the world It was hut a 
few days ago that- Fiesident Truman c.illed the attention of the large grain 
liroduciTig eoiintrics—of liis own, of Canada, the Argentine and Australia—to 
their responsibilities m the feeding of the deficit countiies, fo the greater tragedy 
of total w’lir IS yet to be enacted in the suffering it will cause to millions of 
souls throughout the world, through deheicncy diseases due to shortage of food 
The percentage of man power of the Allied countries normally engaged in the 
production of food that had been drafted into the fighting services, has pro- 
jiortionotely reduced the volume of food grown as has also the virtual extinction 
of agricultural production m the vast areas that the war has devastated The 
truth is that such countries as would normally have had a large exportable sur¬ 
plus of foodgrnnis are not lik«*lv to have a surplus until the fall of the current 
year Let no man speak lightly of another total war which might well mean 
the Mitu.il extinction of th( human race T have no doubt that there was im¬ 
plicit in President Tniman’s statement, to which I have rofewed, a hope that 
Hiere will be forthcoming the whole-hearted co-operation and good will of every 
country with a normal jiotential surplus; and thus, one may well ask, whether 
in view of the wo’-ld s-hortnge of fixMl the XJ S A is rationing her own people 
to the extent th.i< >-iieh .i situntioii demands Xs she, for instance, rationing 
nnything other than sugar and is hii labour heading for a dislocation of trans¬ 
port wdiieh will retard the rapid disfnbiition of food throughout the w'orld*’ And 
are her farmers holding their produce for higher ceiling prices? 

The food problem confronting India ib a short term one, and, if I understand 
the position correoUy, the shor^e is likely to be between now and the end of 
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September A delegation is proceeding to London and to Washington to seek 
a greater voluinc of imports of rice and wheat T am sure that every Member 
of this House will wish them God-speed, but they may not be able to obtain all 
they desire T have given leasons why exportable surpluses of the large grain 
producing countric's may not—indeed will not, be normal, and for such stocks 
of gram as th(*ro arc there will be that greater demand created by the virtual 
elimination of agiioultural mdustiy in the largo devastated areas of Europe 
In addition to the seeking of increased grain imports and despite what my 
Honourable friend Mr TCilledar has said, T would urge that the delegation also 
inquires into the world’s potential of separated dried milk, and attempts to 
obtain a share of it for India Such a potential exist.s in America, New Zealand 
and the butter prodiiemg countries of Europe such is Switzerland. Separated 
dried rnilk is not a whole food but it is a protective food providing a ver\ import¬ 
ant piotein adjunct in dietary, specially of the vegetarian 

As the failure of rams and the cyclonic weather India has recently cxpciiencod 
must inevitably cause wid»* spread damage of grass lands, which will affect th® 
volume of cattle fodder av.ulable during the current year, I have no doubt but 
that tlie delegation will make every endeavour to obtain supplies of cattle food 
In these circumstances, T sulimit, that it is incumbent upon us to effect the 
host posBilile distribution of what food will be available to India I belicvet 
Sir, that having legard to the enoimities of the difficulties with which thev 
have been confronted, the Food Department has served the country well If 
they h.ive failed it is in the matter of enforcement of monopoly purchase, and 
I would ask whether m this respect the fault lies not with the Food Depart 
ment but m the siiortcomings of the provincial administrations and the break¬ 
down oi absence of adequate procurement mrasurcs m some of the suiplus 
proviiicch? How can those administrative difficulties ho removed? [ suggest 
by tho centralising of food control and by the forniotion of a central food com 
mittee, meeting ut least once a month or more frequently if need be, and upon 
which every province shall bo represented Moreover, T suggest the mobilisa¬ 
tion of i*\cry apiiropnatc unit of the army ns an emergenev oignnisation lo jiro- 
vide transport and distiibution facilities not only for food but also for medical 
supplies and clothing 

Sardai Sampuian Singh (West Punjab Sikh) Sir, T rise to a iio.m of 
ordei I Fill e you held it that reading of speeches m this IFoiise is m older’ 

Mr. Leslie Gwilt: Sii, [ lefeiiod ougmally to tho disadvantage under uhieli 
r w.is suffering 

Mr. President: Order order A point of order has been raised by the 
Hoiioiir.ible Member 

1 iiiid that on a point of order raised pieviously, it was ruled by tho President 
that speaking does include reading,—some such form of luhng is there But I 
conveyed my own idea about this yesterday m the House that there should not 
be any written speeches read out here I quite appreciate the difficulties of 
those w'ho are not accustomed to speak, but the greatest difficulty of written 
speeches is, to my imnd, that the debate loses its real character of a debate 
People sitting in their own study rooms write on paper their own ideas and if 
such speeches are read out here, it is hardly an exchange of views, and there 
can hardly be any debate The only thing that will come out in a debate of 
thot typo will be that we hear some textual essays written by different people 
Ueally sjieaking Unit will not be a debate in the proper sense of the word 
Therefore. I sliould invite the co-operation of Honourable Members—^it is not a 
(question of legal right, I don’t at present dispute the view of the previous rul¬ 
ing,—and by eonveiition the House can encourage oral speeches It ought, 
to my mind, encourage them, if it wants to have a better discussion on 
ony proposition .ind discourage the practice of reading out written speeches 
Of course one may refer to ones notes 

I may also chu ify the position as tho point was placed before me, that there 
may be important statements, for example the Finance Member’s Budget 
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speech or other important statements of policy whether by Government Mem¬ 
bers or other Members. They may have to be read There, the wording of the 
announcement has to be very exact, but barring such exceptions, ordinarily the 
practice should be that there should be no written speeches read in the House. 
I think that is the practice also in the House of Commons My difficulty is 
created by the previous ruling which t should not like to disturb, if at all T am 
inclined to depart from that practice, so early I should take some tune to 
reconsider and set a different convention I can certainly appeal to Members 
to co-operate with me in this respect 

Shri Sri Prakasa: I submit that an exception may be made m the ease of 
Englishmen They find it difficult to speak their own language I The only 
person on the European benches who can speak English is a Welshman 

Mr. President: Is the llonoimible Member likely to finish his speech within 
a minute or so? 

Mr. Leslie Gwilt: If you will peiinit, Su, T would like to go on I will take 
•four or five minutes more 

Mr. President: It is about Quarter-Pa•it Ont.. Mio House may adjourn nov* 
and meet at 2-.‘{() 

The Assembly then adjouined for Limch till Half Past Two of the Clock 


The Assembly le-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock. 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the ‘Chair 


Mr. Leslie Owilt: Sir, 1 was saying before the House adjourned that 1 
w'ould suggest the mobilisation of every appropriate unit of the army as an 
emergency meusuie to provide the transpoit and distribution facilities, not only 
for food but also foi medical supplies and elothing, and that the Quaite' Master 
General’s Blanch should uork in close eollnbor.ition with the Eood Department 
It was at the intervent'nii of His Excellency the Viceroy that the army rendered 
such invalu.sble ‘•eiviee in lOiy in this respect, and my proposal merely follows 
the lead which TIis Excellencv then gave The aimy, 1 submit, is the only 
organisation within the country capable of handling a task of the magnitude 
that India is likely to he c.illed upon to perform and m Major General Dunsloid, 
India has an administrator of the highest calibre, with great experience that he 
has had with the central aimy in the liaiidlmg and distribution of largo scale 
food supplies T would also inquire whether the expansion of military farms 
and dairies will be permitted to continue at the rate at which they were pro¬ 
gressing during the war and until the piesent crisis is past As a lesser measure 
I would ask what other Provincial Governments are taking steps similar to those 
of the Bombay Government in the salvage of calves in urban bufTalo stables 
That is a long term measure, but one, I submit, which is of importance More¬ 
over, what measures are the Eood Department taking to put into effect the 
increase of the potato yield in hill tracts? 

The urgency for the greater enforcement of food control measures will not 
have escaped Government’s attention and I have no doubt but that since this 
debate began there are individuals throughout the country whp have commenced 
the hoarding of food grains So much for the short term measures. 

I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without again paying my tribute to 
the Food grains Policy Committee, and particularly to its Chairman, Sir Theodore 
Gregory Time has shown the wisdom of their recommendations They made 
their report during the war when a return to normal conditions seemed a far 
cry and when tens of thousands of tons of shipping was being sent to the 
bottom every month I behove that if they were to meet again now they 
would urge that at the earliest possible moment India’s stock pile of food grains 
reserves should be increased from their recommended figure of half a million 
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tons to two million tons, and that this should be stored at strategics points 
througliout the country Much of our present difficulties is due to acts of God, 
to droughts and tempestuous weather and they will occur so long as tlie world 
•exists 

And now for anothci long term recommendation I would like to ciilaige upon 
a poiiit that was made by my Honourable fiieml, Mr Lawson—that of the 
urgency of action of Government to ensure not merely in the jireseiit emergency 
but as a long term policy, that the cultivator receives u fair price foi his gram 
It Is of course allied to the subject of monopoly i»iocuremenl J would reiterate 
what 1 s.iid when sjieakiiig on the fcxid debate in this House on the 15th Novem¬ 
ber, 194.1, when I made the suggestion, which 1 repealed wheu speaking on the 
general Inulget on the 7th Maich 1944—^tli.iL the Goieriiment of Indm should 
stud\ the methods designed to this end and adapted 1)\ the Goveinments ot 
South Alric.v and Argentine As 1 undcMsbiiid it, the system fh.it olilains in 
South Africa is that the cultivator sells to Government and rccei\es .50 per cent 
in cash of the price at which the Govemnicnt estimates the grain w'lll fetch in 
the world markets The grain is eventually sold by Government and the culti- 
\ntor in due course receives the price paid to Govemment less selling coniinis- 
sion, which 1 believe does not exceed one per cent Unless, therefore, there is 
soinefhing ladically wrong with Govemnieiil s forecast of intcrnationnl gram 
prices, Govorninent could hardly be the loser, foi a .50 per cent fall m grain 
prices in a matter of months is an extremely unlikely eventuality By this 
method which, 1 behove, closely apjiroximates to that m force in Argentine and 
the South Afrieaii Goiernment, the Government have not only encouraged the 
growing ot foodstnfls within tlieir dominions, hut what is equally important, 
itliey liave grc.itly increased the standaids of living of their cultivators, and 
were those methods adopted m India. T submit that they would go far to equalise 
the balance of woaltli between the urban and agricultural areas 

Befoie T end I would express my appreciation of the manner in which the 
Bombay administration have handled the food situation within llicnr province 
They haxu in.ide the best possible use of their resources and then procurement 
and dibtriliution methods are, T submit, an example to other proMiices and I 
behi‘vo that had they been follow'ed bv others mueli of what has happened for 
ill 111 tills eountiy would li.ive been axoided 

Til coneliision—and I say this with all the sineeritv that 1 can eoiiiinuiid—,> 
heavy responsibility rests upon every Member of this ITonoiirable House This 
IS no time, I submit, for political recriminations, for the dividing line between 
li.ire iieeessitv and the destruction or damage by atari ation of millions of souls 
.s such that aiiv obstructive luothodR employed by any group of men, whoever 
tlu\ ninv be, ether for political or financial gain, must inevitably result in 
d.iiiiage to hunusn hies in numbers which wnll make pule m significance the 
toll taken of them by the war 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Sii, it was not my intention 
to speak at this stage 1 was thinking of speaking last so as to be able to 
.inswer most of tlie points made b;v the Honour.ible MeiiiheiN But smee you 
baAc calk'd upon me, 1 use to make such remarks ns I can at this stage 

T b i\e bsk'ued to the debnte which has gone on for three days now with the 
•lit'.Ition wliieli it ft('s('tAcd and I wish to congr.itnlate the Honourable Members 
who li.ive participnli'd in the deb.ite on the ro.stiaiiit AAhich they have shown 
TIh'a lealised, f feel, tli.it the situation m the country is grave and it is not right 
that we slionld indulge in language which Axoiild make the situation w'orse The 
TTouniirable House knoA\s that whenever there is sc.ircity, the worst enemy is 
panic, and it is important that we should restrain mu selves at this stage .and 
rather iiiiite in devising wiias and means to meet the scarcity 1 do not Avisli 
to defend the Food Department in all it might have done or not done I realise 
that no organisation which has been built up during the stress of the war can 
be perfect. We have our defects and imperfections, but I submit that during 
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the last three years the Food Department has deserved well of the country 
(4n Honourable Member ‘‘Question!’) I say this not because I want any 
praise for myself, but because I feel that those who have worked under me 
have given of their best in a very didicult job I would therefore beg of the 
Honourable Members not to discourage those who are engaged in a very vital 
task It IS necessary that at a time like this, they should feel that they carry 
the support of the Legislatuie with them and of the representatives of the 
people with them I entirely agree that in dealing with a matter like food the 
Government should be identified with the people That was one of the condi¬ 
tions laid down by the Leader of the Opposition when he spoke four days ago 
1 entirely agree with him But as things stand today, the work of feeding the 
people of India has to be carried on and f <.iibmit that the Food Department has 
tried its best to carry with it all sections of people We ha\c debated food in 
this Assembly so many times, for days together, and we have taken careful note 
of all the suggestions that have been made in this House We have a number 
of bodies with which the public are assoeiated and let tne assure i*\erybody 
that w’e have not brushed aside then advice We have given most serious 
ali,tention and consideration to whatever advice has beerw given to us. 

The other day we laid down w’hat the future policy of the Government wi^Ii 
regard to food w'ould be We issued c -.tatement which was published in the 
papers at some length, and I would like to say in connection w'ith that state¬ 
ment that, for the first time, the Government of India have accepted their 
responsibility that there should be food for all, and not only food in sufficient 
quantities but also food of the right kind T do not think that this responsibility 
was accepted by any Government m India before this As the lTous(> is aware, 
food IS primanlv a provincial responsibility and although we havt? had popular 
ministries in many provinces—all of them at one time—vet I do not think it was 
considered necessary that the Government should assume responsibility to pro¬ 
vide food for all (Interruptions) Sir, I do not sav this in anv spirit of con¬ 
troversy, but I only want to repeat what I have said before, that I believe it w 
the responsibility of Government the first responsibility that there should 
be food for all Now, that is our long range policy That policy has gone 
unnoticed to some extent A great manv of the things which are stated in our 
memorandum have been carried out during the war But 1 am not going to 
enter into those I feel those who have an unbiassed mind, those who want 
to examine the statement on its rnents, will find that out for themselves The 
policy has been laid down so that in future India will have sufficient food for 
overybodv mid that everybody should get the right kind of food—a balanced diet. 

I am grateful to the Leader of the Opposition for pointing out that wc should 
enlist the support of science in matters concerning food We are already doing 
that we have more than one scientific expert working on these problems and 
T hope when the results of their labours emerge it will be seen that we have 
made some contribution towards the solution of the food problem of India 

Now, talking about the present emergency Wc have laid all our cards on 
the table Mr Sen, in making this motion placed before you what the exact 
position in the country is We have concealed nothing from you Although 
it was problematical as to whether at this time we should give full publicity to 
the scare which the scarcity has caused, yet we decided in favour of telling you 
everything The situation is serious but I do not think it is so serious as to be 
beyond all of us all of us, I say, you and me together. We are the victims of 
major catastrophes Some one argued as to why wc did not know of this 
before and T was quoted as having said in the month of November last that 
the food situation in the country was not too bad That is quite right In 
November last* I visited Bengal I visited eighteen districts in Bengal At 
that time there was a scare on in Bengal and after seeing arrangements tha^ 
were made there I came to the conclusion that there would be no famine in 
Bengal and made bold to say that 

Seth SheodaM Daga (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions. Non-Muhammadan) 
Did you go in the interior? 

a 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastsva: Yes, I went to eighteen dis 
tncts I toured the interior of eighteen districts in Bengal 
Shrl Sn Prakasa: How did you tour? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava; Just about that time a cyclone 
swept the north of Madras and w'e did not know how devastating it had been 
Then a drought set in in the southern parts of Madras and m Mysore and in 
the Carnatic We kept on gazing skyiiards They thought if there was rain 
in the month of Decornher tiiey could sai/' some of the crops But the rain 
never came, with the result that a great deal of the crop was damaged. 

Dr. 6. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban) Did you 
visit those districts? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: • Sir, the full survey of the 
extent of the loss was made in December I deputed the Director General of 
Food, Mr Sen, who visited all that area and he gave us a report I immediate¬ 
ly deputed the permanent Food Secretary, Sir Kobert Hutchings, to Washington 
to argue before the Combined Board and get us more rice and more wheat 
He left at IwcKo hours -notice on the 4th January 1 also called a conference of 
the represeiitcUives of the various Governments and wont with them into the 
question of supply and proeurciiienl This conference took place about the 
m'ddlc of Januaiv The representatives attending it, especially those from 
M.ulras, Mysore -ind Bombay told us that things weie going to tuni out to be 
much worse than th^y had anticipated because of the continued drought 
Ther. IS no rain >till 1 \ isited about the same time Sind and the Punjab where 
the Babi crop was suffering from want of ram and w'here procurement had 
stopped on thn,t account Sir, T wi'^h to assure the House that we have loft no 
stone unturned and we have lost not a minute But I cannot legislate for 
monsoons or cvelones The magnitude of the catastrophe which is facing us is 
not yet properly realized Tl all depends on whether w'c shall have some ram 
or not m the near futuic I was told by a friend that never during the last 
thuty years have December and January Vieen without rain in the Punjab 
Tins liiiie, T am sorry to say. Sir, lh<'re has been no ram in the Punjab during 
those two months 

Manlana ZaSai AIi Khan (FiSst Central Punjab Muhammadan) Was it not 
possible for tlie Government to build up a big reserve to meet this contingency? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: T am coming to the question 
of reserves and impoits The TTouse has rightly laid a great deal of stress on 
the question of iinpoi Is T quite agree with the figures given by Mr Masani 
We have not got in the past sufficient imports and so we have not been able 
to build up reserves 

S]t. N. V. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Why*’ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Because there has not been 
enough food to go round There have been shipping difficulties But we have 
tried our level best I am not satisfied I am not trying to defend either the 
Combined Food Board or His Majesty’s Government But I am relating the 
facts In spite of our best efforts we were unable to secure more than what we 
got Whatever we received went into current consumption, and, Sir, I would 
put it to you, that even if we had been able to build up a reserve of half a 
million tons or so, that would not have seen us through a calamity of this kind 
It would certainly have been a help 

Pandit Oovind Ma^vlya: How much? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We are short of three million 
'tons today 

Pandit Oovind Kalavlya: For 1945-46? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Sxlvaatava: For this year, 1946, taking 
into account all these various shortages in the country, computing them all, we 
need three million tons 
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Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division Muhammadan Ruial) All 
giciirit. combined? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Snvaatava: Yes everything—^rice, wheat 
and millets That is roughly the extent of the shortage and I am doing my 
best to meet whatever poition of it 1 can 

The House is aware, Sir, that there is a world shortage of foodgrains 
Europe is starvmg, Malaya is starvmg, Chma is starving and many 
other places are starving today and all the food resources of the 
world arc distributed by the Combined Food Board at Washington They have 
got all the food resources and it is for every country to go and plead its 
cause before that Board We sent the Food Secretary to do that, and, 
although I would not say th&t his mission has failed, yet I think it is neces¬ 
sary for us to do more, to shout more, probably, and to press our case more 
strongly, if we are to get all that we need 

With this object in view it is my proposal that I should go myself to 
London and then to Washington 1 want to take wi'k me as members of a 
delegation representatives of the (lovi'inments of Madras Mysore and 
Bombay 1 would also like to take with ir.o twj i.i three iiou-nilicials 1 
shall be very grateful if the parties in the House will give me two or three 
representatives I propose, after the debate is over, say tomorrow, having a 
talk with the Party Leaders on this subject Why 1 want non-officuils is 
that I realise that they can put forward the popular point of view better In 
fact I would be very grateful for this assistance 1 see that that suggestion 
has been made by several Members of the House There have Ix'cn various 
speculations about the composition of the delegation but I have aU along 
been of the view that the delegation must consist of non-offiemls along with 
offieinls (Interruption ) The officials must be there, because it is they who 
can answer as to what is the deficit, what is the distribution that they want 
to get It IS thev who can answer the relevant questions It miibt not be 
forgotten that on the Combined Food Board there ore representatives of r ost 
of the starving nations and international experts and so we have got to go 
lliero w'lth a well prepared case, we have got to argue witli them, convince 
them and then get w'hut we can from them It is not as if Ihere was a lot 
of stuff lying about .and that it was at the sweet wil’ of some one to give it 
away It is not that at all There is a world shortage of foodgrains and 
unless wo can make out a very strong case indeed, our claim is not likely 
to receive serious consideration 

Sir, I have decided to go, because I feel that so much depends on the 
question of imports If we can got sufliciont stuff, then I am quite sure that 
we can ward off the disaster When 1 say this I do not mean that we should 
not adopt in this country measures which would enable us to fight the trouble 
with our own resources 

S]t. N. V. Oadgll: They have already started in Delhi with a 1/3 cut in 
the rations 

The Eonourahle Sir Jwala Prasad Szivastava; Sir, I will now tell the 
House the steps which we propose taking in this country in order to meet the 
situation 

Sir, reference has been made to the cutting down of the scales of ration. 
I wish to assure the House that it is very distasteful to me as also to every¬ 
one in my Department to have to make a cut of that kind But unless we 
conserve our resources, unless we economise now, we won't be in a position 
to fight the demon of starvation two months hence. It is true that cuts in 
rations are going to be very unpopular We shall not indulge in them unless 
we are absolutely driven to it or compelled to do it. So far as Delhi is con¬ 
cerned, we have started the cut so as to set an example to the Provinces I 
hope Honourable Members here will not mind if they have to go vnth one 
bread instead of two . . . 


b2 



624 LhOlSLATIVE AbSKMBLY [5lll J94(> 

Dt. O. V. DeahmiUdi: Will that hc'p the delegation^ 

Tae Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Srivastava: in the interest ol 

the pooiest of the poor in the country Sir, let me tell you that with regard 
to the reduction which we propose to mal^e, we are consulting the Provincial 
Governments It will be on an all-India basis, it would not be confined to 
one province only It would be a umloim reduction all over India ns far as 
we can do it 

Several Honourable Members: Includmg the Punjab and Sind also? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Srivastava: I have taken it up with the 
Punjab too The House knows that the Provinces have a good deal of freedom 
in these things but still 1 want to bring them into line on a matter of this 
kind 

Dr. Sir Zia XTddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muham¬ 
madan Kural) Will the Indian Stales also be inc'udcd in this'^ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Ves, we shall bring them in 
too That IS one niea'j\irc which ought to give us a fairly large quantity f of 
foodgrums The House knows that we arc today rationing about (M) million 
people and saving in the s( ale of rations wi'l result in a good deal of grain 
for the common pool to teed the deficit ureas 

Then, Sir, a-. I said m the begiimiiig, 1 do not apprehend lliat famine 
eonditions w'lll set in in the near tiituie but there is a risk and a grave one 
and we must prepaio fiom now it wc aie to save the country With this 
object in view, we have set up at the (’eiitrc a Co-ordination Uommittec 
witli the Seerelanos of the departments which may be ealled upon to deal with 
fumme (onditioiis 1 shall iinsulf preside over this ('oinmittee and it will 
meet regiilar'v once n week Wc shall thereby be able* to co-ordiriute all those 
diffeient departments whose assistance is necesaary in fighting famine, like 
the Army Department, the War Transport Department, the Agriculture, 
Health, Finance and Political Departments We want team work and 1 think 
the House will ajipreciate that this is very important—that there should be 
co-ordination at the Centre 

The next thing wc arc doing is to set up a special Co-ordination Board for 
the alTeited areas at Bangalore On this Co-ordination Board there wnll be 
representatives of the Governments of areas which are affected so that there 
is team work in regard to the measures to bo adopted for those areas Wo 
hope that this committee which wiP be presided over by a high ranking 
officer would be able to co-ordinate and correlate the activities of the different 
provinces which are affected bv famine conditions 

Then, Sir, T propose calling together a conference of the Party Leaders of 
this Asscmblv from time to time to keep them posted with the situation as 
it develops T do not want to conceal anything from them and I shall be 
very glad to la\ before them all that we have been able to do or that we 
have failed to do Sir, T hope that I may be able to have one such con¬ 
ference before T leave for Europe and the USA 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian 
Commerce; Will vou enforce the procurement policy on the Punjab and Sind^ 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Srivastava: T am coming to that We 
have taken up with the Punjab and Sind the question of the adoption of 
monopoly procurement They have so far resisted us on grounds which are 
peculiar to them but foot! is not the property of any one province It is 
aP-India property in my view and T think the time has come when they should 
fall in line with the rest of the country 

Mr. F. J. Griffiths (Assam European) It is two years overdue 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Frasad Srivastava: We have tried our level best 
and if we bsve failed it is not our faid* Mn Uonourahle Member "Pa'-s 
an ordinance ”) The Puii|iib and Sind are the defaulting provinces and my 
own province of U P 
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Shii Sn Frakasa: There ^uu will have two uhliutakb a day 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraead Snvastava: There the procurement has 
bioken down There must be some kind of compuls on introduced m the 
mutter and we liuve taken up the matter with the Governments concerned. 1 
Jiopo that when the new crop comes m we shall see some kind of monopoly 
procurement functioning in tJiese provinces 

Then, Sir, I uiii giateful to my iriend Mi Gwilt tor several useful sugges* 
tious VVe shall mooilise the lesouicus ol tiie military iiiid I hope it there 
he need we sliall see that the military will come to our rescue 
An Honourable Member: How/ 

Shn Sn Frakasa: Humohilibu them ami then you will get everything 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Frasad Snvastava: As the House knows they 
were extremely usetul in Jieiigul m providmg trauspoit, medical facilities and 
m other ways They were the only peojile wiio were able to save a whole lot of 
people from dying They dibtributed toodgraiiis, they provided transport and 
hospitals all over the place and tliey did .i lot ul other woik Tliose who 
iy\e seen the Jieiigal lanime will, i am suic, give tfiem a great testiinoiiial 
tor what they did 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhai Sanyal: I come irom Itengal and I do not know of 
any hospita' run by the military in J-ieugal 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Snvastava: i could give you the names 
of a do^en places which 1 myself have seen L am surprised to hear that the 
Honourable Member did not see this organisation working They saved many 
lives. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: We are prepared to give credit for what they 
have done and certainly we won’t uccept things which were not done 
S]t. H. y. OadgU: Tell us wluil you propose to do for the future 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Snvastava: The Famine Commission 
Iteport gives a description of the work done by this body 

Pandit Oovmd Malaviya: in other parts the same state of ullaiis will be 
allowed to coiue in which had come about iii Bengal on account of the ineffi¬ 
ciency of the Government and then the imhtary will be called upon to help? 
Vx. President: That is not the implication of what has been said 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Frasad Siivastava: I am not assummg anything 
1 am keeping them ready, so that in case any dire necessity arises they 
should be able to help That is the only thing that I have said We are 
not utilising them at this stage I hope the necessity will not arise and 1 
hope and pray that it will not arise 

Well, Sir, we have taken up with the Goverumeuts concerned such ques¬ 
tions as organisation of medical relief, destitute lelicf and so on, so that we 
do not have a repetition of what happened in Bengal 

Sir, the Agricultural Department has given you a detailed account of what 
they have done in the matter of the Grow-More-Food Campaign I hope the 
House is satisfied that under very difficult circumstances they have been able 
to achieve a great deal If you do not see surplus today, it is not because 
more has not been grown but it is because of the reasons explained by Sir 
Fheroze Kharegat I won’t repeat them We have taken up actively the 
question of putting down short-term crops and vegetables particular! v In case 
we are not able to give a sufficiency of cereals, we want to have protective 
foods and vegetables and things like that ready 1 hope we shall succeed in 
this We are instituting a real drive to that end and we have asked the 
military that they should keep on the farms In fact, some of these wiU be 
extended and utilised for this purpose Sir, these are some of the steps 
which we are taking to meet the present emergency, but I realise that in 
fi g h ti ng a menace of this kind, I want—and any Government would want— 
the support of the people 
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Babu Bam Barayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division. Non-Muhammadan): 
You cannot get it. 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgll: Not support, but substitution 

The Htmouiable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: 1 am prepared to be substi* 
tuted tomorrow, come and take it. Sir, the subject-matter is too serious. 
We are doing our best It is not a political matter at all, I feel There is 
no room here for wranglings of any kind I feel that every man, woman and 
child ought to unite in saving the people from starvation That is the call of 
humanity itself and I do not see that there is any room for argument here 
As I started by saying, 1 wish the National Government had been here, if 
it IS not here it is not my hiult In fact, m June last, I remember, 1 was 
jubilant that 1 would bo able to hand over the Department to my successor 
in a very satisfactory state of affairs and I was sure that my successor would 
bless me for what I was going to hand over to him The food situation of 
the country wos under control There was no shortages anywhere Our cup¬ 
boards were full. 

Prof. V. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Bural): Only 
there was no reserve 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Snvaatava: 1 am sure at that time I 
would have made over my charge with a much clearer conscience But in a 
country like India where the food is dependent on so many factors one cannot 
be sure of what the morrow has in store for us 

Well, Sir, I would stress once more that I attach the greate'^t 'mportanc© 
to this Delegation going to London and Washington 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh: Have you good hopes of the Delegation succeeding 
where Sir Robert Hutchings has failed ^ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Snvaatava: Well, Sir, I cannot answer 
that question It is given to us to try The cause is too sacred and wo 
must do our best 

Hr. Ahmed Sbeahim Haroon JaJIer (Bombay Southern Division Muham¬ 
madan Rural) We wish you Godspeed 

Sir Hidiammad Yamin Khan: If you bad no hopes of success, you would'nt 
go Why don’t you say that? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad SrlvasUva: My Honourable friend is a 
doctor and I suppose he knows that even a dying patient is always in hope. 

Shrl Sri Frakasa: So you are dying I 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Srivastava: In this particular case, there 
is still time and I am sure that if the matter is put to the United Nations 
in the proper way, we may get at least a part of what we need. 

Sir, I would make a last appeal to you 

Maulana Zafhr All Khan Before you make that last appeal, please answer 
one question Why are you going to London? Are you going there to get food, 
potatoes or to get mere advice? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Fraaad Srivastava: My friend obviously does not 
know the way these things work There is a Food Board in London and it 
deals with the 'food resources of the British Empire I have got to go to 
that Board first It is ca’led the London Food Council If they agree, then 
I have got to go to Washington That is the way these things work I do 
hope that the parties in this House will lend me their support over a very 
'important matter of this kind I will not take up any more of the time of 
the House but T will say this that this ie a matter over whi(^ there should 
be no difference of opinion I do hope the House will give us the support 
which I feel I have a right to claim of you 
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Sardar Sampuran Singh: Sir, the question of foodgraius, as we all knovr, 

IS very serious We know that in this House most of the speeches that 
have been made, have been made from the consumers’ point of v^ew and it 
has even been thought proper that the producer should be paid as little as 
possible and all his resources should be commandeered and monopolised by 
the Government. I can fully appreciate the difficulty of providing foodgrains 
for the whole country and that some sort of measures will have to be taken 
to compel the agriculturist to sell a portion of his produce after allowing him to 
retain as much as is ueccosary for his own needs. What I am afraid of is that 
in this anxiety, we may kill the hen that lays golden egg The producer, 
if he 18 hard hit and if his resources dwindle so much that he will not have 
enough seed at the time of sowing or if he is compelled to fall into the 
temptation of stealing that* seed or eating it, if he is driven to the extreme 
of not having enough seed to grow new ciop. then T think you will perpetuate 
this famine in the country 

Prof. XT. G. Banga: They are already spreading famine in rural areas 

* Sardar Sampuran Singh: I am refornug to th s long statement for which 
we are much obliged to the Secretary of the Department But lie seems to 
be very much mistaken On page 5 of his statement he says, “during the 
war, the prices of agricultural produce have gone up three or four tunes and 
the producer can now meet his obligatory charges by selling a small propor¬ 
tion of his crop” Sir, this is wrong 

Ur. Preaidant: May I mvito the attention of all Honourable Members who 
wish to speak to the fact that we have an adjournment motion at four o’clock 
We have discussed this subject for three days and I thmk it wou’d be better 
if w’o can finish this subject before four o’clock. 

Sardar Sampuran Singh: I will not take more than ten minutes, or if you 
so desire, 1 shall finish sooner 

Mr. President: As I have already said the debate has been going on for 
three days and no new points practically are coming in I would suggest to 
the Honourable Member to take as short a time as possible so that the 
Mover may have his say. He must be given some time 
Shri Sri Prakaaa: His boss has said everything 
Mr. President: Technically he has the right to reply, 

Sardar Sampuran Singh-' I shall conclude soon. Sir I was saying, Sir, 
that the things which the producer has to buy have become much dearer 
than what he has to sell. Therefore he is not savmg by selling his things. 
He is only spending it. Personally I am of the opinion and 1 say this from 
my long experience in agriculture that in ordinary years, farming does not 
pay at all The farmer goes on farming because he has nothing else to do. 
He does not like to leave his farm, he is so much attached to it that even 
though he has smaU acreage, he stays on there and works year after year 
The other point which I should like to touch upon is that this parity of 
prices is a great problem and that was why this famine in Bengal was so 
severe When the price of wheat m Lahore was Bs 9, it was about Bs 22 
in Calcutta It costs only about one rupee to take wheat frpm the Punjab 
to Calcutta and there was no reason why such high price should have been 
allowed at that place. I am glad to know from the statement of the Secre¬ 
tary that they are trying to remove this disparity, but I am afraid I cannot 
congratulate the Government on having started this obvious thing so late , 
Mr. B. B. Sen (Government of India: Nominated Official)' It was 
started two years ago. 

Sardar Sampuran Singh: But you have achieved very little. With these 
few words, I have finished. 
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Mr. M. Asal All (Delhi. Cleuerai) Mr President, as a matter ot fact, it 
was not my intention to intervene in thu> debate because i'ood is nut my 
subject, but us the Honourable Food Member has made an appeal tu this 
House, I tiimk 1 may just as well tell him what we feel about it 1 need 
not remmd Honourable Members ol this House that the primary responsibility 
for providing food to the entire population ol the country is that of the Gov¬ 
ernment, whether it be this Government oi any other Goveiument. In this 
particular instance, 1 lind that it is not this Government that is responsible 
for admmistcring the food question in this country but it is another Govern¬ 
ment sitting somewhere, 6,000 miles away It is their duty to see that this 
country gets its food It is no use uskmg us to associate ouiselves with the 
Government to get necessary food it is the duty of England to get the 
necessary food for India When war broke out, chc Hritish Government said 
that it was their responsiblity to defend India Well, Sir, in defending IndjA, 
they have reduced this country to the plight in which we find it today Now, 
I ask them to hnd the necessary food for this country Thirtyiive lakhs of 
people died in Bengal and many are likely to die according to Government’s 
fears Now that is their responsibility and not ours Who created these 
conditions''’ In so far as the question of mfluencing the Combined Food Board 
IS concerned, it is quite obvious that it will listen more to His Majest} 's Gov¬ 
ernment than to this Goveriiinent If they go there, they will cut no ice, 
because the Combined Food Board may say, “we know somebody else and that 
somebody else is not saying the same thing as you ore saying' If II M G 
do not succeed they must clear out of this country, and if we take charge, we 
shall SCO tliat wc get what wc want The Honourable Food Member asks us 
further that m this state of emergency we must co-operate with him But 
what are wu asked to do*’ Are we to dig there and find food out of nothing^ 
If he has nut imported enough food, if he is not prepared to get food from 
outside, in what manner can we help him, 1 ask? As for the history of the 
mergency that has been created, wc have to look backwards 1 do not wish 
to waste the tune of the House I should just like to remind this House of 
one particular incident TiOrd lanlithgow was brought hero as an agricultural 
expert He was m this country for two years touring all over India, and pro¬ 
duced a fat report ^ He then come out to this country as the Viceroy and 
in what condition has ho left this country after 7^ Nears of rule If any other 
person hnd left Hie country in such a bad plight, he would have been impeach¬ 
ed publicly in any other country But what I want to know is this What 
has the British Government done in that respect? After having studied the 
conditions of the countiy, after having put forward certain proposals after Lord 
Linlithgow had been here for over 7^ years, what did he do beyond producing 
and presenting bulls all round? One third of the entire cultivable land of this 
country according to the Agricultural Commission report lay fallow I ask 
my Honourable friend Sir Pheroze Kharegal how much of this was brought 
under the plough during Linlithgow regime? What did his Government do to 
produce more food? Todav you are talking of scarcity Scarcity there is 
hound to be if you do not utilise fu^ly the fallow land which has never been 
brought under cultivation It is no use now my castigating those who are 
not here It is no use my castigating von who are here as their successors 
You should never have taken charge of Government You should not have been 
there You should have asked II M G to do the job themselves Even 
now your dutV is to resign and ask the British Government to produce food 
which IB so urgently needed in this country 

The Hononrable Sir Edward BenthaU (Leader of the House)- Is the 
Honourable Member addressing the Chair? 

Mr. M. Aaaf All: I am addressing them all Let them do it Let the 
whole Treasury Bench resign In so far as the question of delegation is con¬ 
cerned, the attitude of my Party is that we are not going to associate ourselves 
with them Let them carry their own burden But if they wish to do some¬ 
thing in this country, let us know what their proposals are They have put 
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folward no proposals for co-operatiou of any kind whatsoever What is needed 
IS, m my opimon, an urgent and immediate conference of representatives of 
consumers and producers It is not a case of merely askmg for representatives 
of this Government or that Government Why did they not send for the ex- 
Premiers of various provinces to u conference? Why did they not ask them 
to come together and tell them about the needs of the provinces and how to 
get on? It IS the representatives of the people, whether they are in the legis¬ 
latures or outside, who can advise them properly They come and talk to 
us about delegations, the\ want to take some for a jaunt all over the world, 
and then do what‘^ They will come back and say, ‘The popular representa¬ 
tives were with us, we had their prestige, but even then we could get nothing 
Even though wc have not been able to get what the country wanted, wc did 
all that we could ” So* they get the credit and wc get the blame No, Sir, 
we are not prepared to associate ourselves with any such effort, and this is 
my reply to the invitation I think we had better proceed to the voting now 
beenube there is not niiuh time left 

Mr. B. B Sen: Sir, I had no intention of speaking at this stage but now 
* that certain points ha\e been raised 1 think it is as \fell that T make those points 
clear My GouourAhle friend who spoke lust said that no useful purpose would 
be served by a delegation proceeding to the U K and the U S A at this 
stage I think T may explain the inteinational mechanism of distribution of 
supplies at present 

Shn Sil Prakafln: Sir, on u point of order. Honourable Mtinbers a^e required 
to speak from their ow'ii seat-s, hut my Honourable friend has monopolised the 
front scat , 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Sir, T crave yoiu permission to speak fiom thih scat 

The Combined Food Hoard was established some time in the year 1942 w'hen 
supplies of the united nations wore getting short owing to sinkings and also loss 
of territories both iii the east as well as in the w'cst The Combined Food Board 
was originally composed of a representatue of the Hinted States and a represen¬ 
tative of the British Govemment A year later a member was added from 
Canada Under this Combined Food Hoard, there arc commodity committees, 
i e , committees to deal with different commodities like rice and wheat, and the 
membership of these commodity committees is drawn from various nations 
which are interested Tt is the function of these commodity committees to 
make a survey of supplies available and the comparative needs of the different 
areas, and it is in these eommitlecs that proposals for allocations are formulated 
So far wo have had no representation on those committees, w'e had hern repre¬ 
sented bv the British Food Mission which had looked after our interests as well 
as the interests of other Empire countries Tt seems to us that it would be 
useful if a delegation now proceeded to the K and the USA and 
approached the Food Hoard as well as the commodity eommittees and placed 
the case of India before them, and T think we can Icgilimatelv expect this 
House to support us in sending a delegation which will be able to serve it-s 
purpose The argument has been that this Government had been responsible 
for food administration in the country, .and now that there is this difficult situa¬ 
tion in Ihe Cbuntry it is this Govemment who should fare it. and not trv to enlist 
the assistance of political parties But. as the Food Member has explained, the 
situation in the country is such that it is the duty of everybody w'hatever mav 
be his political loyalty, to help in the common endeavour * 

Prof. H. O Banga: Let the whole Government resign first 

^Mlr. B. B. Sen: If any useful purpese could be served bv tins Government 
resigning I am sure they would have done so by now • 

Prol. N. O. Banga: Why don’t they do it? 

, Sen; There are several other points raised in the course of the 

•rtebate but I have no intention of replying to them in detail There is one 
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particular point raised whica I might mention, oiz. the une raised by my Hon¬ 
ourable friend Sir Cowasjee Jehangir. He said that if a province like Bombay 
did not get the food it wanted it should be allowed to use a commodity lor which 
it had a monopoly as a bargaining counter with the surplus provmces. This 
argument was supported by more than one speaker from Bombay 1 do not 
know whether those speakers were m earnest but I am sure that no patriotic 
Indian like Sir Cowasjee Jehangir or Mr Haroon Jaffer would argue that this 
IS the lime for starting an economic warfare between provinces,—because this 
will amount to an economic warfare What wc want now’ is not economic 
warfare but economic understanding between the different provmces What will 
happen to those provinces which have no bargainmg counter as Bombay h.is in 
textiles or Bengal has in jute? The policy that the 6o\ernmi‘nt of India have 
adopted is that the shortage m this country should be equitably distributed all 
over India, whether surplus or dciicit, and I am sure w'e will have the support 
of this House in continuing this policy 

Sir, T do not think I have very much more to say on nn\ of the other points 
I thmk the specen of the* Food Member has covered the entire ground I* 
would only appeal for the support of the House m the stops that wc are taking 
m trying to meet the shortage m this country 

Hr. PresideiLt: We have before us several amendments to the original motion 
and the others are Hmendments to the amendments The amendments to the 
original motion are in the names of Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad, Mr Masnni, Mr 
Lawson and Mr Ayyengar, and the others are amendments to these amend¬ 
ments I will first take the amendment of Mr Masani and before I put that, I 
will first take the amendment 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: Sir m view of the fact that if my amendment is 
carried the other amendments will drop, that should be taken up first If the 
other amendments are earned along with my amendment, the position will be 
difficult 

Hr. President: If the other amendments are carried, the Honourable 
Member’s amendment will fail Thj result is the same whichever is taken first. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: We always take votes on the highest cut 

Hr. President: I will first put the amendments to the amendment of Mr. 
Masani The first amendment stands in the name of Mr Tehaq Seth to which 
an amendment has been moved by Mr Ayyengar 

Mr Ishaq Seth’s amendment runs thus* 

"That at the end of the amendment moved by Mr M B Masani, the following be added, 
namelv 

‘and urges upon the Government to take steps to obtain independent repreaentation for 
India on the Combined Food Board’ ” 

To that ail amendment has been proposed by Mr. Ayyangnr which I wilt 
now put 

The question is 

“That at the end of the .iniendment proposed by Mr 11 A Sattar H Ishaq Seth, the 
following he .added, namely 

'by sending competent Indians elected by the non-official members of this Honse from 
among its members or from outside’ ’’ 

The motion was* negatived. 

Hr. President: Now I will put the amendment of Mr Ishaq Seth. 

The question is 

V'That at the end of the amendment moved by Mr M B Masani, the following he added, 
namelv ■ 

‘and urges upon the Government to take steps to obtain independent repremntation for 
India on the Combmed Food Board’ ” 

The motion, was adopted. 
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Hr. President: Now I will put the amendment proposed by Mr Gangaraju 
to Mr. Masani’s amendment. 

The question is 

“That at the end of the amendment ino\ed hy Mr M R Masani, the following be 
added, namely . 

'and urges that the Government should so reorganise its procurement and requisitioning 
of foodgrains as to eliminate the existing arbitranness, corruption and oppression of peasant* 
and to leave with peasants adequate quantities of foodgrains for their family and labour 
consumption and to obtain the whole-hearted co operation of the peasants in all their pro* 
curement and price-iizing operations’ ” 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan: If you put it, as >ou have done, it will mean 
that Mr Gangarajii’s amendment will be added after Mr Ishaq Seth's amend* 
ment has been added. • 

Mr. President: That is what it will come to Of coiir-ir verbal alterations 
will be necessary The question is 

“That at the end of the amendment mo\ed bv Mr M R Missn, the following bei 
added, namely 

• 'and urges that the Government should so rtoi.;inifr,. ‘s procurement and requisitioning 
of foodgrains as to eliminate the existing arbituimeM cotruption md oppression of pea* 
sants and to leave with peasants adequate quintitic i ' 'oocl^i,iin<s for their family and 
labour consumption and to obtain the wholehearted lO-opcration of tho peasants in all their 
procurement and price-fixing operations' *’ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: I will now put Mr Narayanainurlhi s amendment 
The question is 

“That in the amendment proposed by Mr M R Mn«ani between the words 'deficit areaa* 
and 'and records' the following he inserted namely 

‘and to assure remunerative prices for the producers of foodgrains so as to encourage 
them to produce more foodgrains and make India less dependent on imports’ ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I believe that completes nil the amendments to the amend¬ 
ment of Mr Masani This is how the amended amendment will stand • 

“That at tho end of the Motion the following be added namely 

'and haling couMdered tho same, this Assembly expresses its dissatisfaction at tho failur* 
of the Government of India to import adequate supplies of foodgrains for buildmg up a 
reserve and meeting the needs of deficit areas and to assure remunerative pnoes for the 
producers of foodgrains so as to encourage them to produce more foodgrains and make 
India less dependent on imports, and records its grave apprehension that, unless substantial 
imports are immediately made available, a situation will arise, particularly in the Southern 
and Western parte of the country, in which the existing ration, which is already inadequate^ 
will be endangered and large sectiona of the people will fare starvation, and urges upon 
the Government to take steps to obtain independent representation for India on the Com¬ 
bined Food Board, and urges that the Government should so reorganize its procurement and 
requisitioning of foodgrains as to eliminate the existing arbitrariness, corruption and oppre¬ 
ssion of peasants and to leave with peasants adequate quantities of foodgrains for their 
family and labour coneumption and to obtain the whole-hearted co-operation of the peasants- 
in all their procurement and pnee-fixing operations’ “ 

Sir Mobammad Tamln Khan: T suggest that after Mr Gangaraju’s amend¬ 
ment, after the word ‘and’, ’further’ be added. 

Mr. Preddent: Ordinary verbal alterations will be made I hope the House 
will agree to that 

Some Hononiable Members: Tea, yes 

Mr. M. B. Masani (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban)* Sir, in order 
to avoid our perpeterating a literary monstrosity, would you'kmdly have a new 
sentence for each of the clauses? 

lb. President: It cannot be done immediately at the moment It will 
require some consideration but T will see that there is no literary monstrosity. 
At least I shall try to reduce as much as possible the hideousness of it. 

Mlf. Abdnr Bahman Slddlql (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban):» 
May I rise to a point of order 1 wonder if the Chair has the power to alter the* 
language of an amendment or a motion already agreed to by the House. 
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Mr. President: If that is the sense of the House and if that amendinent is 
\erbal, it can be done 

Dr. Sir Zia ITddin Ahmad: Under what rule? 

Mr. Prendent: The proceedings are to be conducted in a manner best con¬ 
ducive to the business of the House 

Mr. Abdur 'B-iiiinia.ii Siddiqi: It is about the monstrosities that I am talking 
about Verbal alterations do not matter. 

Mr. P. J Orifflths: I do not say it in an obstructive spirit, but it is a veiy 
dangerous precedent to start having changes made in the motions agreed to by 
the House And m any case in spite of making alterations this motion will 
still remain a literary monstrosity Nothmg could make it anything else 

Mr. President: I will try to reduce its hideonsne^fe as far as possible Now 
T will put the amended amendment The question is 

"That at the end of the Motion the following he added namely 

'and ha\ing roTi!iidpi*ed the aame, thia Aaaemblv expresaoa its dissatisfaction at the 
failure of the (Toieiiimont of India to import adequate supplies of foodgrnins for building 
up a leserip and iiiei'ling the needs of deficit areas and to .issiiro remnnernti\o prices for the 
producers of foodgrnins so as to encoiiraKe them to produce more foudginms and make Indie 
less dependent on imports and records its grave apprehension that, unless substantial imports 
aro immediatelv made asailable, a situation will arise, partuularh in the Southern and 
Western parts of the country, in which the existing ration which is already inadequate, 
will be endangered and large sections of the people will face starvation, and urges upon the 
Government to take steps to obtain independent representation for India on the Pombined 
Food Ijoartl, and urges that the Government should so reorganize its procurement and requi¬ 
sitioning of fflodgrains as to eliminate the existing arhitraiiness coiruption and oppression 
of peasants and to leave with peasants adequate quantities of foodgrains for their family 
and laboui < onsumption and to obtain the whole hearted co-operation of the peasants in all 
their piocuicmeitl and piite fixing operations ** 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The anieudmeiii ot the Jtionomublu Member, Mr Lawtou, 
is practically coveicd by one of the amendments, though not m words but m 
substance 

Mr. 0. F. Lawson (Bengal European) 1 do not think, Sir, that anywhere 
in the amended amendment, as you have read, is this amendinent covered 
Mr. President: The Honourable Members amendment refers to tbc represen¬ 
tation on the C^ombiiied Eood Board Unless the object of that is to urge upon 
the United Nations Organisation to grunt assistance to India, the amendment 
would be meaningless The Honourable Member will refer to the first amend¬ 
ment by Mr Ishaq Seth, namely “and urges upon the Government to take steps 
to obtain independent representation for India on the Combined Food Boaid" 
Mr. 0. P. Lawson: I am inclined to agree, Sir, that it does cover my point 
and if the Hou-e wishes 1 am prepared to withdraw th.it aineiidiiient 
The amendmtnt was by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn 
Mr. President: Now 1 will put Mr Ayyangar’s amendment The question is 

"That .it the end of the origin.il motion, the following he added, namely 
‘and having .onsidered the same fuither urges upon the Government to take imme¬ 
diate https to in'reasc the pioductioii, of foodgrains in the country by granting substantial 
subsidies to producers and by restneting, if not prohibiting, the cultivation of crops other 
than foodgraiiiB on lands where food crops can be giown until the tonntiy becomes aelf- 
Buflicicnt m foodgrains' ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The abolishing of the Food Department is the next amend¬ 
ment That does not survive 

Dr. Sir Zia TTddln Ahmad: I would myself have withdrawn it by giving good 
, 4 p. 1 i reasons But now you have killed it You put the otW ameiid- 
anents to the vote first whereas you should have put my one first 
Mr. President: Order, order 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: It does not appear to me to be inconsistent We can 
abolish the Department and still urge upon Government to do this or that 
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Mr. Fresidant: To me it appears that it it inconsistent The matter ends 
there. I have already explained the position If the House was inclined to 
accept this, it would have rejected all other amendments 

The original motion, ns now amended and after making verbal alterations, 
reads as follows 

•■That the food situation in In<ha lie taken into tonnitlerdtioii and having considered the 
same, this Assembly— 

(a) expresses its dissatisfaction at the failure of the Government of India—- 
|i) to import adequate supplies of foodgrains for buildinR up a reserve and meeting the 
needs of deficit areas, and - , , . . 

(ii) to assure renumcrative prices for the producers of foodgrains so as to encourage tnem 
to produce moie foodgrains .ind make India less dejendent on imports; , . , . 

(hi records its grave apprehension that, unless substantial imports .ire immediately made 
available, a situation will arise, paiticularlv in the Soul hem ami We«terii parts of the 
country, in which the existing ration, which is already in.idequate, will be endangered and 
large sections of the people will face itirva* on, and 
(c) uiges upon the Government- - 

(i) to take steps to oiitain independent lepre entiMon fur India on the Combined Food 
• Board, 

(ii) to so reorganise its piucurement srd rcqu'sitioning of focdgraiiH .is to eliminaus the 
existing arliitrariness, corruition an«l oppre-'amn of peaMUla and to leave with peasants 
adeciuate quantities of foodgrains for their famiH and labour consumption and to obtain the 
whme-hearted cooperation of the peasants m all thi ii procurement and prier-fiving operations, 
and 

(ill) to take immediate steps to incte.isc thi production of foodgrains in the countiy by 
granting substantial subsidies to producers and by restricting, if not prohibiting, the culti¬ 
vation of crops other than foodgraiiis on lands where food ciopa can he grown, until the 
country becomes self sufficient in foodgiains *’ 


The question is that the motion as now M‘ad out to the House be adopted 
The motion was adopted 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddln Abmad: Aly amendmem was uc\er put to the vote IMeuse 
put this on re cold 


,Mt)TI(JN Foil ADJOURNMENT 

Hioiiis oi! Indians in Kenya Colony 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Dn isions Non-Muhaniiiiiidan). 
Sir, 1 move 

“ That the \sM>iiiblv da now adjourn ’* 

On the Pith December 1945 a White Paper regarding the mter-territonal 
organization ot East Africa was issued by the Colonial Office It is being opposed 
by the White Settlers of East Africa headed by Lord Francis Scott, the Exe¬ 
cutive Councillor and a Member of the Kenya Legislative Council And whilo 
this opjiOBition of the white settlers is going on, the Government of India is 
keeping mum on the whole affair Sir, we also do not support this White Paper— 
but on different grounds, namely (1) this White Paper might be the first step 
of the Colonial Office to give effect to the Pan-Afnean White Plan of Field 
MarsimI Smuts which he proposed in the year 1944 (2) proper justice has not 
been done in this White Paper as far as the Indians and natives are coueerned 
Now, Sir, let us sec' what this White Paper contains We are told that 
the proposa’s nielude an East African High CommissioiT consisting of the 
Governors of Kenya, Ug.inda and Tangyanika and a Central Legislative 
Assembly of these three terntories with 36 members, 12 officials and 24 non- 
officinls Sir, out of these 24 members, 6 will be European members elected 
by the territorial Legislative Councils, 6 Indian members elected by ‘the 
territorial Legislative Councils. 6 members, as many as possiWe of whom 
would be Africans nominated by the ffigh Commission as trustees for 
African interests, 2 from each territory, 2 members nominated hv the High 
Commission to represent Arab interests and 4 members nominated by the 
High Commission. 
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Now, Sir, let us take the figures of the populatiou of these territories into 
consideration According to the Dominion Ofiicc and Colonial Otfice List of 
1939 this was the position of the population of East Africa 

Kenya Natives 32,53,089 

Asiatics 01,231 

(Of these Asiatics, 42,308 were Indians) 

Europeans 19,211 

Taneyanika Nativ es fil,82,289 

Asiatics 33,019 

(and though the figure of Indians is not given, but it is about 9U per cent) 
Kuropaa 9,128 

Uganda Natives 36,92,127 

As'at'cs 17,256 

(out of these 13,0UU weie Indians) 

Europeans 2,111 

SSir, we do not understand how equal representation ul all these three 
major coininunitics is pronosed in this Central Assembly which is going to 
be fornied according to tins White Taper Then, wliy should these natives 

be nominated^ 1 have met these natives personaU}, Sir, when 1 was in 
East Africa and 1 say that they can certainly elect their own representatives 
to the Central Assembly which is bemg proposed Then, Sir, why should 
there be as many as twelve officials in this Assembly? But leaving this 
matter where it is, because 1 am not going to deal with each recommenda¬ 
tion or each proposal of this White Paper, 1 am surprised to see that even 
this proposal is being opposed by the White Settlers of East Africa, and Sir, 
what docs the Leader of tins Opposition, 1 mean Lord Francis Scott, say? 
He says that this is a direct attack which has been made on the political 
position of the British colonists who were virtually threatened with reduction 
to the level of disloyal Indians and illiterate Africans Sir, we the Indians, 
are disloyal 1 lii the last war and the present war, Africa has been saved by 
us Before these white settlers entered that land, much before that, we 
were there When centuries ago, Vasco de Gama visited East Africa he 
found Indians trading on the coasts of Kenya What did we not do for that 
land^ We taught cultivation to the people there We built radw'ays there 
Our currency was current there and so was our penal code The Europeans 
entered that land in the year 1806 and even after their entry up 1895 the 
expenses of the administration as well as of the military were borne by 
India I ask the Government to look into their own records to sec whether 
what 1 am saying is or is not a fact 

And what do we get in return’ The Highlands of Kenya are reserved 
for the Europeans, though their number is much less than ours Immigra¬ 
tion has been stopped from India from the time the war started At that 
time it was said that this measure of stopping immigration was a temporary 
one On the 6th November 1944, the Honourable Dr Khare said in this 
respect 

“The rogulationa have been enacted for one year for the present and that period is due 
to expire within the next three or four months The Government of India would make every 
pooiible effort to prevent the extension of these regulations *’ 

Though these regulations were to lapse within a few months (and that is 
what the HonouraVe Dr Khare said on the 6th November, 1944) you will 
be surprised to learn that these regulations are still there, still the immigra¬ 
tion of Indians is not allowed 

Then, Sir, something happened more recently In the Executive Council 
of <Kenya though there were non-officials, yet these members were without 
portfolios Eecently the white members of the Executive Council of Kenya 
have been given portfolios, whi’e the Indian members of the Executive 
Council of Kenya are still without portfolios May I ask the reason for the 
discrimination? In spite of these discriminations the Government of India are 
sitting tight they are not doing anything 
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Before this White Paper was issued, the Standing Committee of the East 
African Indian Congress urged the British Government to send a Boyal Com¬ 
mission to investigate the whole matter The British Government did not do 
anything m this respect and I do rot know what the Government of India did 
and what they urged on behalf of the Indians of East Africa Sir, while Lord 
Francis Scott and the white settlers are opposing these proposals of the Colonial 
Offipc on the ground that equality ts given to Indians, the Indian Government 
IS not fighting on our behalf and telling them that this is an injustice that 
equality is given to Europeans with Indians, while Indians are in a much greater 
number than the Europeans there Sir, the whole history of East Africa 
shows that the Government of India have never taken into consideration what 
has been happening there^ and the same fhing continues toduv Hence, Sir, 
J move that this House do now adjourn and I wont to censure the Government 
of India and charge thorn with callous di-regard as far a«! the Indian question in 
East Africa is concerned 

Hr. President: Motion moved 


"That (lie Aasembly do now adjourn " » 

Ml. 21. N. Baner]ee (Seeietim. C immonwealth Pflntions Department) tiir, 
the idea of a closer union of the three Eas>t African colonies is not a new one 
Honourable Members who are conversant with the history of this matter wrould 
recall that a similar proposal was made in the twenties In 1924 an East 
Afn(*nn Commission, commonly known as the Ormsbv Gore Commission, was 
nppomted In 1927-28 was appointed the Hilton Young Commission which 
submitted its report in 1920 Commission investigated how closer union 

and co-operation between these three territories could be best ’secured The 
recommendations of this Commission provoked controversy in all quarters and 
Sir Samuel Wilson was sent to examine possibilities of the maximum measure 
of agreement that might he secured in East Africa on those proposals When 
such proposals were made m the past, the Government of India took special 
measures to ensure that the interests of the Indian community were safejniarded 
in any new constitutional schemes that might be adopted For example, the 
Government of India deputed Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh and Mr B P Ewbank 
to help the Indian oommvinity in preparing and presenting their case before the 
Hiltoa Young Commission Similarly the Eight Honourable Srini>Tisa Sastri 
was deputed by the Government of India to act as a liaison ofiBcer between the 
Indian communitv and Sir Samuel Wilson I refer to these details to indicate 


to the House that the Government of India have even in the past been quite 
vigilant in respect of anv such developments not only in East Africa but also in 
other countries of the Commonwealth, where there are large Indian populations 
and Indian interests. The Government of India are fully cognisant of the fact 
that the Indian community of East Africa have always looked askance at any 
idea of the closer union of the three colomes This has been mainly due to an 
apprehension on their part that with the union of the three colonies the policy 
of exclusiveness, if not of discrimmation, adopted m Kenya might vitiate the 
policj of all the three colonies. Kenya, as the House is aware, is the major 
partner in East Africa and the Indian community have always feared that with 
the umfication of the three territories the policy of the new Government might 
also be Kenyaised to the detriment of the Indian community. We f ully recog¬ 
nise this danger. Our view has always been that while wft could not legiti¬ 
mately claiin to stand in the way of any natural constitutional evolution of the 
three Bast African colonies we must take every possible precaution to safeguard 
^dian interests The same is our policy now. I hope. Sir, I have told the 
House enough to meet the first charge that the Honourable Mover of the molaan 
loyelJed against the Government of India that they have failed in their duty :n 
this respect. T hope. Sir, that the House will agree that this charge has been 
levelled at the Government rather prematurely on this occasion The White 
Paper was published on the 12th December. At the time the publication of this 
taiPT was considered, a representative of our department, our Controller General 
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of JLUugrdtion uud Joint tJecietary, happened to be in London and he had an 
opportunity of dibcubbing this iiiiitter iinolhuially witli the Colonial Oflico. tVa 
have an absuranue from the Colonial Ulhee that full opportunity will be given, 
to oui Covernmeut to examine tliese propobulb and to place before His Majesty’s 
(jovernment any suggestions .iiid views that we may have with a view to safe- 
guar ling the iiiti’rebts of Indians in any new schtine of co-ordination 

What IS tlie position* As paragraph 11 ot the White Paper would show 
these proposals have now been published for information and as a basis for 
discussion The proposals have been published for eliciting public opinion parti¬ 
cularly in East Africa and the House can rest assured that our countrymen lu 
East Africa are politically puissant enough to see that their voice is heard. In 
any case, Sir, we are exammmg these proposals very carefully and we have been 
slightly handicapped in this matter by the absence of any accredited representa¬ 
tive of our Governincnt in these colonies We have set action in motion to 
ascertain the views of the-Indian community You will agree that without first 
ascertaining the reactions of the Indian community it would not be po«isible fot 
us to formulate our views I would not take up the time of the House hy 
entering into the merits of this proposal at this stage All I want to emphasize 
again is that the Government is not sitting quiet over this matter The Govern¬ 
ment of India are fully seized of this They have boon studying these propo>-a’<! 
They are m correspondence with the representatives of the Indian community 
and are expecting to obtain their views It is possible that we may have in 
occasion to have personal discussions with some of their representatives and a» 
soon as our views are formulated they will bo placed before His Majesty’s 
Government and we have at this stage every hope that our views will be care¬ 
fully taken into consideration and whatever may be the final shape that these 
proposals take we have still good grounds for hoping that the interests of the 
Indian community will be dnlv safeguarded Perhaps Lord Krnneis Reott, of 
whom the Honourable Mover of the Resolution seems to know a great deal and 
about whom T regret to say I do not know very much—perhaps Lord Scott has 
scented that even tins representation of six non-official members given to the 
Indian community might be only part of the measures which the scheme provides 
for safeguarding Indian interests but I do not see how, at a stage when these 
proposals are published for the opinion of the people of East Africa, an expression 
of opinion by an individual like Lord Prancis Scott should lav the Gnvemmcnl 
of India open to the charge of negieet of duty This is all that T have to sav 
aboilf the main proposal and I hope the House will be satisfied that after the 
explanation T have given there is hardlv anv case for pressing this motion 

Incidentally the Honourable Member referred to eortain other measures 
aimed against Indians in East Africa The grievances about the Highlands of 
Kenva is a verv old one and T do not think T need sny much more on the subject 
As regards the emigration regulations, as promised in this House, we did urge 
their immediate repeal but the contimianec of war eonditions was pleaded and 
all that wo could obtain was that permits for re-entry should be granted freely 
even to such old residents as had been absent from the colonies for even more 
than two years That is the position even now and we have been recently told 
by the Colonial Office that these regulations will be finally repealed some time 
about the middle or a little later this year The ground urged is that war condi¬ 
tions which necessitated the enforcement of this measure have not completely 
disappeared Well the middle of this year or even the thinl quarter of this year 
a not very far and we have not thoueh't it worth while pursuing this matter 
anv further hut we have every hope that these temporary regulations will dis¬ 
appear before the end of this year The Honourable Member has also referred 
to the expansion of the Executive Council in Kenya in which Indian interests 
have not been proportionately represented That is a legitimate grievance and 
we have taken it up with His Majesty’s Government We have urged that if in 
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pruutiue t\\o nou-olliciul Europeuu members were to occupy scots eu ike Execu- 
iivu Council and were put m charge of portfolios, either the preseut Indian 
councillor should be put m charge ot a porttoiio or the Indian commumty should 
be given mcreused representation on toe Executive Council. The matter is still 
under correspondence and 1 regret to say that we have not yet had u hual 
decision. 

These are suinu ul the points which the Honourable Ilember raised inci¬ 
dentally and I ha^u given the House an idea of how matters stand. 1 hope 1 
have said enough to maxo out that the Government ha\e not been remiss in 
this matter and 1 can only end with an assurance that Go\ernment will pursue 
this matter and tiie Indian case will not suffer by default or on account of lack 
of vigilance on tlie part of the Government of India. 

1&. P. J. Oilffltha (Assam: European): Yesterday when this House discussed 
the question of the legislation now contemplated m Houth Africa, I'ly Honourable 
friend Mr. Neogy threw out challenge, a friendly challenge peihaps but still a 
challenge, to the European Group anil the Hritish fop!imuiut^, to state plainly 
where they stood with regard to this important matter It is partly m response 
to that challenge that I rise today on a eogn iti' issui, to make clear once and foi 
all our attitude towards this question of the rightof Indians overseas. Let 
me begin by sasing that if our silence in the debate of yesterday w'bh inter¬ 
preted as meaning that we disagreed or were indifferenl «>r were actuated bv 
timidity or by political expediency, that interpretation was wholly unfounded 
On the mam issue then under discussion, we are entirely at one with our Indian 
friends Our only reason for non-participation m the debate of yesterday is .i 
long-standing dislike of discussing matters before we hfi\e iii our hands full 
details with regard to tliohc matters We were unwilling to discuss legislation 
when wo ourselves had not seen the draft and. indeed, understood that no such 
draft yet existed It was for that reason and that reason alone that wo took 
no part in yesterda.i's discussion Today, too, I do not intend to embark on 
a detailed discussion for a very similar reason There is much that w'e ds not 
yet know about the details of the proposed legislation and about the detailed 
reactions of Indians on the spot to it There are many conneeted matters wrhich 
wc can discuss better at a later date In the meantime, I want to content 
myself by stating our general position. That position is simply this that wc 
stand entirely w'lth India in demanding equality for Indian citizens in other 
parts of the Commonwealth 

An Hononzable Xomber: Except in India 

Xr. F. J. Griffiths: And in India too Every member of this Group expects 
that it will be possible in the verj very near future for that equality to be 
achieved in this country to the very last degree We stand for this equality ot 
rights because to us, such equality is implicit in the very notion of the 
Commonwealth What is, after nil, the main change, the main difference 
between the old conception of Empire and the new conception of a Common¬ 
wealth? Is it not simply this that the conception of Empire w*as based on the 
belief that one country should dominate other countries; while the conception 
of the Commonwealth is based on the belief that all countries in that Common¬ 
wealth must be brought to equal status and must occupy positions of equal 
rights and equal importance A Commonwealth, after all, meflns nothing more 
than this, that a series of countries, inhabited by people of different races 
speaking different languages and with different cultural backgrounds are linked 
together, firstly, by n sense of common interest, secondly, bv the intangible 
bonds of sentiment and, thirdly, by common allegiance and devotion to the King 
Emperor. Those intangible bonds and ties can mean nothing unless they are 
based on equalitv And It is for that reason that to us it seems axiomatic, that 
if there is a British Commonwealth, then the claim of India to equal rights in 
that Commonwealth must be accepted That view is re-inforced still more 
strongly in our minds by the part which India and the Indian armv have plaved 
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m making victory possible, a victory without which neither rights nor cluiins lor 
equality nor privileges would ha^e meant anything to the peoples o£ the Coiu- 
uioiiw'ealth. Wc eaiiuot accept an attitude whitli, in effect, would .unouut lo 
saying to the people t»l India, “^oii are good enough to tight with us, jou aie 
good enough to hght tor us, but jou are not gtM)d enough to ha\e the privileges 
which that comradeship would entitle you to.” VVe will not accept a distinction 
of that kind If Jiidiau soldiois weie good euougli to light under coiuiiion cause 
tlieii Iiuliaii citi/eiii> should be gooil enough lo occupy the st.itus to which tlic» 
are rightfully entitled m the other parts of this great ronmionweuUh So, lor 
this Group there is no dubiety about this matter Nor am 1 cnnunciating .< 
pihiciple stated by Ub for the first time This Group has i oiisisteiitly, lor jeai^ 
past, .uhocated the c.iuse of Tiidiaii rights throughout the Commonwealth. l.«‘t 
me remind you that, when this matter was discussed m November IP 14, iii\ 
Honourable friend, Sir Fredenek James, came out m no uncertain terms wiili 
his statement of,oiir Aiuws on this question He said- 

“There amII ne\er be anv lacial harmony in the Union ae long aa important lacial gioups 
are exduded from e^ery foim of political representation and denied representation even on 
local and municipal bodies These are nglits which are fundamental to any minority or 
any community in the country, and as long as these are denied to Indiann in any part 
of South Africa, there will be trouble not only in the ITnion but lietween India and Smith 
Africa " 

That was our attitude thou, that la our attitude today and that wdll be our 
Attitude as long as the need for representation, for agitation and perhans 
even for action, on this important matter remains This is one matter wdth 
regard to whicii there eaii be no reasonable room for any difference of opinloii 
between different sections of the House 

I wish myeslf that it had been raised m some other form tiiau nn adjoin n 
inent motion, for an adjournment motion, by customary Parliamentnrv eonven- 
tion, implies censure and no Government is very ready to aeeept eensnre ’ 
wish rather that the subject before the House had been put forward m the 
form of a Besolution, a Besolution asserting firmly that w'o in this House 
demand that India’s rights shall receive just treatment and just eonv.ideration 
throughout the world If a Besolution of that kind had been put forward, 1 
take it Government would have had no hesitation in voting for it Tt would 
have gone forth as the view of every single man in this House, British or Indian, 
official or non<officia] I trust that the Government, in spite of the usual Parlm- 
mentarv convention, will agree not to treat this adjournment motion as a eensnie 
hut to regard it as .i deep and forcible expression of something which thev 
themselves feel and woll thus make it clear that the spirit of this adjoiimineiit 
motion has behind it the support of everyone of us, of everv Group in this House 
If they will do that and if, having done that, they will make it clear to <he 
eoiiniries concerned that they will not stop at w'ords but that, if neeessarv the 
will take whatever action is suitable and required to enforce Tndi.s’s will in this 
matter—if the Government will do that, they will have taken a very gre.it 
step forward, they will liave done something to make us feel that we are bringing 
India ne.srer the dav when India will count among the nations of the w'orld «»m 
an equality with any other nation and will occupy the position to w'hieh her 
greainess and her si/e entitle her 

lb. Muhammad Haumaa (Patna and Chota Nagpur tvm Orissa- Aluhnin- 
madan) Sir, I rise to support the adj'oumment motion before the House W.‘ 
had a full-dress debate on this issue only yesterday or at least on an issue w-hieb 
wps similar to the one we .sre discussing now. Wo are really glad to see that 
^fr Griffiths, the Leader nf the Fairnpean Group, has very strongly said fhnt he 
shaves those verv feelings which we have in this House regarding the rights and 
privileges of our n.stionals in other countries. He quoted Sir Frederick Tame- 
.ilso, who made the same claim on an issue of the same nature w-hieh was 
mised in this House last vear 
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[At thib stage, 3Ir. Tresideut vacated the Chair which was then occupied 
by Mr. P. J. Griffiths (one of ihe Panel of Chairmen).] 

All. Chairmau, you thought that the adjournnieut motion was not the right 
thing for ventilating the feelings on a matter lu which the GoAeinmcut of India 
and the representatives of this House were of the same opinion. When you 
were saving this, the Leader of the House said “Hear, hear", sharing the same 
leelnig This is certainly lery gratifying, to us, but this adjouinmeut motion 
has been brought to see that the Government of India’s helplessne&s in this 
matter is removed It will give a fillip to the ofiiciuls of Government ot India. 

I am nut prepared to concede to the point which was raised by >ou Mr. Chair- 
luun, in the speech that you made just now befoie me that we should not give 
expression to our opinion we have not gut the ilociuncnts ot legislation of 
Ah'ica before us. The ^Vhlte Paper is already there and the idea of the unificu- 
tioii of those States is already there. Instead of iiiakiiig u post utortem e^aimaai- 
iiou when the legislation would lui\o been passed ni .Vtiica we should express 
tiu opinion here Bnd now. It is the duty of the lepresentatives of this House 
to “^ay exactly what our leeluigs me on this ^ery unpoiuiut question, so that the 
(government of India s bands may be btieiigtheued to approach the Colonial 
Ofik'v on the hues that we hUggest. The speeches vhal we make here in the 
bhort time at our disposal not onl\ gi\e expresMon to the leehngs that wc have 
•but also place the concrete suggestions that we w*ani to be embodied for safe¬ 
guarding the representatnes of Indian nationals who are in other lands Agree¬ 
ment would bo secured in the best possible niannei and in the same way as 
negotiations between two independent countries would do This is the main 
idea behind this adjournment motion , The Honouiable Mo\er has brought out 
very clearly the point at issue I do not want to take up any more time of the 
House on this question I would just say that .is the Secretary in Charge of 
the IVpartment was making his speech a few minutes ago he said the Colonial 
Office of His Majesty’s Co\crnmont gave the assurance that Goiemment of India 
will be given full opportunity of representing the mcw's thej may have The 
point IS w'hetber on the W’hito Paper he has expiesscd .nu mow so far He 
-ins tliat lie has no representative in some parts of F.asi Africa and as such 
he h.is not been able to (Out.i<‘t Indian opinion on that side T think the White 
P.apiT has been nut for .i suffieiently long time, and this Goxemment by tins 
Mine ought to have been .ible to gather the reaction and the feelings of the 
people of our nationals in those parts of the world Xot having done so is a 
tnihiro of this Government 

Hr. B. H Banerjee: I made it quite clear that .'ictioii is m progress for 
obtaining the opinion of the Indian eommiinity 

Hr. Mll h a inin ad Bauman: Exactly, but the Honourable Member did not 
s.av whether he received any opinion The Honourable Member used a diplo¬ 
ma tie sentenee that ‘.action is in progress to secure opinion ’ Well, I do not 
know' in w'hat stage of pi-ogress it is We must know definitely what opinion 
ion h.a\e received and whether von arc taking necessary action to represent 
those view's to the Colonial Government or not. Whv should you be shv to 
make the statement, whv try to make a diplomatic stntemenl that would coici 
everything but mean notiiing 

Mr. B. B. Baaexjee: I made a clear statement that action, is being taken. 
We shall formulate our views m consultation with the representatives of Indi.-m 
community in East Africa and place them before His M.-ijestv’s Government 
There is time for that yet 

Bbr, Mu h a mm ad Bauman: However, Mr Chairman, I do not wish to take* 
np more time of the House. Enough has been said by the Honourable Mover 
and by you Sir, when you were speaking before T sot up to join the 
debate and T think T need not make any further remarks With these words 
1 support the Motion. 
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Piof. N. O. Sanga ^Uuutuc citwi Nullure. Nou-Muluiiuiuaduii llurul): iSir, 
1 uui glad you hd\e put the cube ol Jiuropeaua lu this Houbo and uUo an thiB 
couiitiy as Bjmpatnetieullj au jou ^josbibly uuu. 1 anx glad albo that ^ou have 
abbuuiated youTbelf uud your comuiumty with the rest o£ ub iix tliis country iii 
OUT auxiuty to protect the interest of Indiuub abroad and also ni uur eifori to try 
to achieve equality of status with all other peoples oi all colouia here us well as 
outside. J3ut at the same time 1 cannot agree with you, Bii, m yoiu: eloqueui 
plea in favour ot British Couiinonwealth and its extreme anxiety to achieve 
this particular equality I wish to reiuind you, Sir, of tlie fact that the British 
beiise oi equality ot race aiul equality ol people is rather very queer I’er 
instance the present soeiulibt government of England has suggested through 
this Whito Paiicr equality ol representation both m the executive and in the 
legislature iii this pnqiosed siib-federatioii between Indians, Europeans anti 
Eegiues, the local people theie Sii, wluit is this conception ot equality ol races 
worth when you look at it in ju\tti|X)sitiou ot their respective populations? li 
you take only Kenya, theic are Hd lakhs of Negroes, they are to be treated a® 
equal to ]8,()b0 Eumpeaiis and also equal to :)8,000 Indians Is this their idcyi 
of equality This is a very stiaiige arithmetic iiuleed. It comes to this They 
v\ish to conveit a hopeless niinoiitv ol people iiilu an ovuiwhelniing inajonty cl 
nileis Two-tliiid lepicseiitatioii in the eveciitive and in the legishituie is t*) 
go to about aO,(KK» people, where is only .iboui oue-tlmd representation is to g«^ 
to ftO lakhs of people Tills is then idea of equality and since th.it is a fact, 
it IS no wonder that all patriotic Indians in this country do not wish to associati. 
themselves with this Biitish Conimonwealth and avow Iheir loyalty to thi^ 
Gommomvealtji and then wonderful conception 

Cuming to the other point, why it is that so Kite as the year 11)10, it is given 
to the Socialist Goveiinnent of England to make this wonderful proposal atul 
say this is a vrry lihei.ii piuposai Till now Indians have been treated vei; 
badly in these eolonie^' Englishmen and otlicr Europeans have been favoured 
in every maimer and the Negiocs were of course completely ignoied. Now. 
Sir, the Labour Government comes torward with this proposal In whose 
mte’.est is this*' It is eeit.nnly not in the interest of the Nalives themselves 
It 18 not even in the inteiest ot the small minority of Indians It is certainly 
m the interest of the absolutely insignificant minority, microseopic minoiity of 
Europeans What is the idea behind it? In the name of equality of tiealment 
between different lacos, they want to establish political and economic hegemony 
of Europeans in these colonies and yet they want to go and parade their concep¬ 
tion of equality before UNO T know, Sir, that Indians as well .is Europeans 
are not Africans Therefore, they ought not to be treated m any sort of favoured 
manner apart from the natives of the Afnc.in Contnioiit Whereas Indians 
have gone there and arc reported to have rendered some definite service to those 
countries, there is no such record in favour of Europeans The Europeans them¬ 
selves have stated that "Indian labour was responsible for most of the maniiaf 
p.irt of the original construction of Kenya Uganda railways. Indian contractors 
and titillers have been there to develop the Kenya colony including native 
resources Indian lorry drivers are pioneers to drive to any of the most outlying 
districts of the colony T can add to this list in many directions " Tliis was 
said bv the Governor in 1040 The same thing can be said of India's contribu¬ 
tion m other colonies also Can the same thing be said about Europeans?" 
They have gone there as exploiters, outright exploiters Indians went there, it 
is true as traders, as merchanfs, ns businessmen They have gone there and 
they tried to giv'e quifi pro quo for all they received from the country But 
w'hat did the Europe.sus go there for to claim this one third representation in the 
new dispensation Sir. I protest against this. Our friend T/ird ??cott is not 
satisfied with this one-third representation that he has got from socialist dispen¬ 
sation. Evidently he wants to get two-third representation from the next com- 
rnimisT dispensation that mnv come in England tomorrow or dav offer It is 
the duty of the Government to protest against this T am rather surprised at 
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the umvilliaguess of the (juvuiiuaent representative to tell the House lu wh'it 
lespbclb he lukeb objeuiiuii lo iliis while papei lie wauled ua to wait iiiilil he 
111 Ui‘> own good tiiiiu iiiakeb iiib aubiiiisbion to Govcrnnieiit in ii.nglaud or the 
Govcininent in iingland coiueb ... 

Mr. £. N. Banerjee: Sir, on a point of personal explanation, I feel that 
that IS an obvious iiusuuderbiuiiding ot uiy speech becaube 1 made it quite clear 
that we are exaiiiinnig the proposals belore lorinulutiug our views. The matter 
has a long history and wo must take bome time over it Aud that 1 lulled tr 
indieate today what exact objections we have to these pioposals, would aoii 
jubtily the suggestion that we ate doing nothing m tins inattci 

Fxol B. G. Banga: Of course it is not true that my Honourable friend is 
not doing anything, ho ceituml_> interrupts my bpeech JJiit wlmt a popular 
miiiistei on lliat side would have done, accotdiug to iny coif^eption •)£ his duty 
anyhow, is to take the House into liis Louhdenc.e in the matter his reactions 
to this while paper proposal and then say that this is flic result ol his provisional 
^xiiniinnlion and he is specuilly to be put w'lbe by the House is a whole, and 
111 tile light of the remarks that fall lioni v nious iti- i.ibers and also alter other 
consultations that he may make, it will be oj'en to him to make a fuller report 
to the authorities concerned either in England or in the colonies Instead cf 
that iny Hououiable friend, as has always been (ho case w'lth his Government, 
simply conies and says, “We are going to considei it in good time later on 
We shall make our representation and then it would be high time for the 
Biitishers to have tlieir own ini.il decisions Thereafter wc sha\l eome to this 
Legislative Ashcniblv " Sir, 1 camiot accept that attitude of the Government 
of Indii What is it that we want m these countries? That is another matter. 
Sir, I am not one of those,—and [ think 1 can associate my p iriy also in saying 
this,—1 am nut one of those people who wish my people to go into all these 
various other countiies and gain undue advantages at the cost of the local 
people themselves I do not wish to be u partner in this worlds ec'uomic 
expltatatani ni political exploitation, with this British Commonwealth and ds 
eloii''iiit adMuales like vouiself If wc go at all into .anv other eountiy we 
wish lo go tluMe witli tile t onsent of its people .vnd for inntuid advantage, in 
oiilei to sei\e tlio'.i* people and .it the btime time to be seived bv them And 
we wisli to lie theie .is welionie guests .ind as hoiiomed guests of the people 
of tiiose loinitnes But up till now unfortiinatelv it is the Biihch Go\i*iiimeiit 
th.il h.Ti! been ilr.igging Tndi.ins into all those various countries us paitieipators 
ill then econoinie loot or the iiiipenalistic loot They 1ia\e taken us into 
Buiiu.i, into Soiitli Afiie.i .iiid into all these other countries first not ns free 
men hut only as mdentined labour tied hand and foot, kept us there under n 
sort of contract and .ifterw’nrds released us ond would not even raise their little 
fingei in order to protect our interests, our honour, our self-respect and our 
lives 111 lliose countries against the rapacity of your own countrymen the 
Englishmen .and other Euiopeans It is against this kind of injustice that I rise 
m my place, and my party is also here to protest and we wrill continue to protest 
until we are able to put an 5nd to this kind of imperialist, economic and political 
exploitation We also protest against this sort of enforced partnership of India 
in their economic loot Sir, I support this adjournment motion and I hope the 
House will certainly pass it and make this Government awaken to the discharge 
of its ow'n duties in a more satisfactory manner than it has been accustomed to. 

Sir, one word more and it is this. Yesterday my Honourable friend Dr. 
Khare asked ns what more he could possibly do Well, why does he not resign? 
Why do not my other friends there resign? Those other powerful men in tBo 
Executive Council smile. The heavens are not going to fall if thov resign. 

I aiTi not going to impute to them any ideas of money or the attraction of high 
salaries, or anything lika that. But they are there for some sort of imnginarv 
kudos, in that I think these Executive Councillors are very foolish and they arc 
suffering from a suicidal mania also In Egypt thev w.anted something to be 
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douc by hjiigiuiid, iboy could not get it, aud their uiniisters resigned. Iii 
Persiii they oould not get their way with Soviet liussiu upon which they resigned 
and another ininisUy came lu They took u stronger stand and Soviet Eussia 
was obliged to take these people into confidence in their discussions Similarly 
it IS one of the diplomatic things that are going on all over the world for any 
Government to have its own way to resign and express its resentment An 
alternative Government coinos into the country and goes with a newer mandate 
from the legisl.iture and gives its point of view If Dr Khare were to resign 
and the now's were to go there to the UNO and the new Member were *0 
take up this question with the UNO, ccrtamlv South Africa will be on a 
bettor behaviour and Field-Marshal Smuts will not behave in the smutty manner 
in w'liiph he has behaving Similarly in regard to this matter also, if and whe 1 
the necessity arises, this Government must be prepared to take strong action 
and make a gesture bv resigning and showing their resentment to the British 
OR well as to the colonial Governments Sir, I support the motion. 

Sardai Sampuran Singh (West Punjab Sikh)* Sir, a few brilliant spccLhes 
have been made on this subject and, if I may say so, your own speech ha? been 
a very refreshing one In your outspoken speech you gave a definite and clear 
statement that your sympathies were with Indians,—^not only personally of 
yours own but those of all the Fjiiropeans domiciled m this country as well 
On that support and on the support which Government are willing to extend in 
this matter we should be very sanguine and hopeful about the result of the 
negotiations which are said to he going on between the Government of India 
and the Government of the colony We should expect something really magni¬ 
ficent from these negotiations because if this House is united I think we can 
bring pressure upon His Majesty’s Government and through them or directly 
upon the Government of East Africa, and in that way we may expect to bring 
about very favourable results But when I look into the history of this comiee- 
tion of ours with the colonies of East Afnca or South Africa, I find it is a very 
dark cli.ipter in that history Wo have had man\ set-backs, the only good asso¬ 
ciation that we have in connection with these colonies is that we got onr 
Mnlndma (iiinrlln liainod in South Africa who was so helpful to ns aftcivanls 
But oven witli all Ins sncnficc and everything else he could not achieve much in 
that country Heading the past liistoiy of our relations with those paits and 
despitT the hope that lias been extended to us by the Honourable Member for 
Government I feel on the wliole pessimistic Ho feels happy not over promises 
but only over the idea that the Secretary of State for the Colonics will be glad 
to receive our representation and hear us before ho makes any decision 
Personally I think there is nothing in that Any civilised man will listen to 
another person who has got to tell him something, although in the end he may 
agree or disagree with him So I rather feel disappointed at this happiness of 
the Government Member just on that little promise or hope I am afraid that 
if he starts feeling satisfied over such a small promise he will not be able to do 
very much for the Indians in the colonies The only thing which we really 
need consider is what sanction we can bring forward in case the 
Colonial Office does not agree to our demand When the 
question of exerting pressure upon them comes, when the question of reprisals 
eotnes, when the question of exerting force comes, the Indian Government will 
fail ns it has always failed in the history of this country What w© expect from 
the Government is that thev should treat the people of those countries as they 
aie treating us If they pick up some strength and are ready to take that 
attitude and if they are able to convince them that if they do not agree to the 
legitimate demands' of Indians, India will certainly take reprisals, we can expov'C 
something, otherwdse I do not think wo need expect much 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House)- The House 
appears to be singly unanimous on these questions with one exception which is 
—„ mof+or nf detail The exception is that this motion has unfortunately 
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motion for adjournmsnt 
come forward ou an adjournment motion which begins by referring to the "com¬ 
plete failure of the Government of India to take any steps. ’ ’ As to the suhstanue 
ot the idea behind the motion, we are, as the speakers have shown, entirely in 
agreement I must reiterate again however that this White Paper, which was 
fhe origin of the discussion, was published quite recently "for information and 
as a basis of discussion" and what the mover seeks to do is to censure us 
for not taking action because some individual,—however important, but still on 
individual in East Africa—^has said something against His Majesty's Oovem- 
ment’s proposals. Whether these proposals arc adequate or not is not a subject 
on which the Government of India has yet expressed an opinion Thej appear 
to be a distinct step forward, and T even understood the mover to indicate that 
he was satisfied with the measure of equality given by His M.ije'sly's Govern¬ 
ment 

Seth Oovmd Das: On <i point of pcisonnl ex|)l.in.itio’i—J in •. r ‘-.iid th.'it wc 
worn satisfied Avitli nhnt has been •'aid in the White I’-ipei becau«e the population 
^ of Ttidia IS nuudi l.irger tiicre than those of Ktivope.iii- and we iniiot bo s-atisficd 
witli tills sort of pioposal 

The Honourable Sit Edward Benthall: Wrv \ oil. (he llononi.ildr Afeinhci 
wiis rot satisfied, but iiohndv has T»nt foiwnrd precise dem.mds as to wlnit Tnd'’ 
does want Until it h.is consulted the people Oii the spot Government is not 
itself in a position to sav wli.it precisely is w.iuted But ns I snv the proposals 
appeal to be a step forward and they appear at least to have the merit of rousing 
the .ingcr of what appears to bo one of the most conservative elements in Kpn\a 
If this were—.is von said, Sir, when voii w'oro spe.aldng fiom voiir place—if this 
wero a Eesolution, we should havo no hesit.ition in aeeepting it It is nnfor- 
tiinatelv m the h>rm of .in adioiimment motion wliieh is a form of eensure on 
Goveuiment a ei nsiiro whieh Oovemment does not deserve, and T must there¬ 
fore form.allv oppose it hut. in formallv onposiiis I do not do so with anv heait 
because Gcivcrnirient is in f.act heart and soul with the sentiments expressed 
elsewhere m the House and particularly. Sir so eloquently bv yourself 

Mr Chairman: The question is 

“That the Assemlilv do now adjourn”. 

The motion was adopted 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tliursdav the 7th 
February, 1946 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House al 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr. G V Mavalankar) 
in the Chau*. 


MEMBERS SWOBN: 

Mr Vishnu Sahay, I G.S , M.L A. (Government of India* Nominated 
Ofiicial), 

Mr Muhammad Azim Hussain I G.S , M L A. (Government of India: 
Nominated Official^. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 
Indian National Ashy Men 

■ 41. ^Pundit Ttaakur Das Bliargava: (a) Will the AVar Secretary kindly state 
the number of the I N.A. men captured by them and made prisoners? 

(b) How many of them ore still prisoners? 

(c) How many of them harve died in custody or been shot or hanged? 

(dl How many of them have been pimished, what was the nature of punish* 
meiit awarded, and what were the ofiences with which they were charged? 

(e) How many of them are undergoing imprisonment by way of pumshment? 

(f) How many of them have been released unconditionally? 

(р) If some harve been released conditionally, what are those conditimis? 

(h) How many caaes are still pending agamst them, and how many are in 
contemplation? 

Mr. P. Mason: I would like to point out that the War Department are con¬ 
cerned only with I N A pei'sonnel who belonged to the Indian Army My 
reply therefore does not cover civilian members of the I N A. * 

(a) About 19,500 members of the Indian Army of the I N A have been 
recovered s 

(b) About 6,000 are in custody m India and 2,000 in ALFSEA 

(с) Twenty seven military members of the 1 N A have died m custody. 
Two—Captain Maghar Singh and Lt Ajmer Singh—have died from self- 
inflicted gun shot wounds as announced in the Press None have been 
hanged 

(d) The number of those who have been punished as a result of courts 
martial is 27 Of these, 23 were convicted before the Recovery of Rangoon. 
The punishments awnided included death, trunspoi tation for life, rigorous 
impriboninent, cashiering and forfeiture of pay and allowances The charges 
included waging war against the King, niuider, abetment of muider, grievous 
hurt and desertion in the face of the enemy 

(e) 15 

(f) and (g) Approximately 11,000 have been released, all unconditionally. 

(h) Four cases are ponding before Courts Martial at present I cannot say 

how many more cases may be brought before the Courts Martial until the 
interrogation of nil members of the I N A is completed 

Seth Qovind Das: With respect to clause (b) may I Igaow whv the 
remaining I N A prisoners are not bemg released? 

Mr. P. Mason: I propose to explain this matter fully in the debate on 
Monday I suggest that it is a difficult matter to explain in answer to a 
question. 

Seth Oovlnd Das: With respect to part (e) of the question, is it not a 
fact that when three prisoners of the IN A. have been released uncondi¬ 
tionally why are these imprisonments and other p unishm ents being meted out 
to other pdsoaersT 
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Hr. P. Mason: As explained m the press communique of the 16th Novem* 
her, the position during the war was very different from that now and tho 
punishments given during the war were very mucn more severe. The question 
of the review of those punishments is at present being considered 

Seth Oovlnd Daa: Is it not a fact that even after the war is over certain 
prisoners are being punished? 

Mr. P. Mason: Only those guilty of crimes of brutality. 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: With reference to the Honourable Member’s reply to 
port (i*), may 1 know the place where these men were hanged and what was 
done with their remams? 

Mr. P. Mason: I should require notice of thai^ 

Prof. N. O. Bangs: Will Government give the public details m regard to 
these gentlemen who were hanged, nme of them, why they were hanged and 
their names’ 

Mr. P. Mason: 1 should require notice of that 

Shri Sn Prakasa: Will the Honourable Member please state the nature 
of llio Couits t'mt bentenced these men to be hanged, the place where these 
Courts weie hold and \\hctliei the trials were m secret’ 

Mr. P. Mas(m: The Courts were military courts As regards the place 
whore they sat and their exact composition, I should require notice 

Seth Ooyind Daa: \V ill the Honourable Member give dates when these 
piibonurb were liunged? 

Mr. P. Mason: I should require notice 

Shn Sn Prakasa: Hid the trials take place secretly or publicly, and was 
there any diffoience between the Courts that tried them and the Couits that 
have been sitting in the lied i’ort and the Cantonments? 

Mr. P. Mason: They took place secretly because the war was then in pro¬ 
gress As to tiny difference between the Courtb, I am not quite sine that t 
understand the Honourable Member They were not com posed of I ho same 
persons but they wcie not substantially different The trials took place under 
the Indian Army Act 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Mun I Imow the leasons why those trm's weio hold 
secretly and why publicity has been given to these trials’’ 

Mr. P. Mason: As T explained Uie w'ar was then in progiess and it w'as 
operationally necessary nut to reveal the facts of the I N A 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Did the accused in these trials get the benefit of 
Defence Counsel? 

Ml. P. Maadn: Yes, Sir 

Seth Ckivind Das: With respect to clause (h) may I know w'hether now 
that the war is over the Government is contemplating to withdraw all the cases 
against the IN A prisoners? 

Mr. P. Mason: I propose to explain the whole poUcy on Monday I do not 
think that question arises ]ust now. 

Hajl Abdns Sattar Eaji Ishaq Seth: Arising out of (f), will the Honourable 
Member say whether the policy as regards release is the same in the case 
of every prisoner or is there any discrimination with regard to the parties who* 
defend these prisoners’ 

Mr. President (addressing Mr Mason). Parties who defend these piwoncr®. 
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Hajl Abdus Sattar Haji Utmq Seth: Political organisatious which defend 
these prisoners. Any disorimmatuNi? 

ICr. P. Mason: Sir, no difference is made. 

Ha]l Abdus Sattar Baji Isbaq Seth: Will my Honourable fnend tell us why 
there has been discrimination with regard t'^ Capt Abdul Eashid vtn a via these 
pnsoners who were released? 

Mr. P. Mason: No discnmmation is made against any prisoners 
Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: What about Capt Abdul Bashid? 

Mr. P. Mason: It was because he was gui'ty of crimes of brutality 
Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Idiaq Seth: Not the others? 

Shri Sn Frakasa: One of the charges made against those men who were 
hanged was that of murdey May I know if murder included shooting of the 
enemy wliilo they were at war? 

Mr. P. Mason: L should require notice of that question 
Babu Ram Rarayan Singfh: According to which section of the Indian Army 
Act can the trials be held secretly? 

• Mr. P. Mason: 1 am afraid J require notice of that question 

Ha]i Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: May I know whether my Honourable 
friend thinks that murder is not included in brutality ? 

Mr. President: That is asking for an opinion 

Seth Gkivind Das: lu respect to the secret tiials which the Honourable 
Member mentioned m answer to one of the questions, niaj 1 know whether 
the prisoners •wore allowed defoiico counsels and if so, how were they selected? 
Mr. P. Mason: I shouM require notice of that question 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam A 3 ryangaT: May 1 ask the Ilonouiable Member to 
take note of those (piestions in which he wanted notice and answer thorn 
himself on Monday 

Mr. P. Mason: I will answer as many of thorn I can renieiiiber 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: May I knowr, Sir, whether ike relations of 
those prisoners were giNen information tlial these pnsoners w'ere being tiled 
secretly*'’ 

Mr. F. Mason: I should icquire notice of that question 
Babu Ram Naxayan Smgh: I require your ruling, Sir, on a point Wheii' 
ever a question is put, which arose out of the Honourable Menibei s answer 
to the mum question, he says that he requires notice Why does the Honour¬ 
able Member take shelter saying “I want notice" 

Mr. President: Obviously it means that the Honourable Member has not 
got the information ready at hand and requires notice to get the information. 

HaJi Abdus Sattar Haji Isbaq Seth: With reference to the request of Mr 
Ayyangur that the Honourable Mr Mason should take note of these supple¬ 
mentary questions and answer them on Monday, w'lll ho prepare himself and 
be ready with fuller particulars with regard to the trial that I mentioned? 

Mr. P. Mason: Certam’y, that is one of the points that I w'lsh to explain. 
Mr. Hananlca Ssldiar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member please enlighten, 
the House as to whether there is any codified standard of brutality? 

Mr. President: Order, order Next question 

AlfNBSTY FOR IN A. MbN 

42. *Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the War Secretary please state 
if it <6 a fact that many Burmaiis fought against the British and the Allies and 
that the Governor of Burma publicly announced general amnesty for suclf 
Bunnan forces as fought against Allies? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, why was not a similar policy 
adopted towards the I.N.A.? 

A 2 
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Mr. P. Maaon: (a) Yes. Sir 

(b) 111 the first place, these Bunnans were civilians They were not sol~ 
diers and had therefore taken no oath of allegiance In the Second place, the 
Buniians joined the Allies and fought against the Japanese m the closing 
stages of the campaign 

Prof. N. O. Baaga: May I know what was the treatment meted out to the 
civilian section of the I N A by the Government of India ? 

Mr. F. Maaon: That is a question which should be addressed to the Home 
Member 

Policy towards T N A Man 

43. *Pimdlt Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Is the War Secretary aware that there 
• gicat unrest in the Army and great uneasiness and resentment among the 

‘leneral public on account of the policy and treatment of the Government to- 
waidb the I N A peisoniiel? 

(b) Do Government propose to allay this feeling by releasing the I N A. men 
and dropping the caiies against them and announcing general amnesty for the 
1 N.A personnel ? , , 

Mr. P. Mason: (u) and (b) Government are aware of the feeling on the 
subject and I will endeavour to explam the policy of the Government in the 
House on Monday 

UsR OF Indian Tboops in Indonesia 

44. ’*‘Piindit Thakur Das Bhargaiw: (a) Is the War Secretary aware that the 
Indian public verv strongly resents the use of the Indian Army for the suppres* 
sion of the Indonesian and the Javanese'* 

(b) Is it a fact that many leaders of Indian public opinion have openly con* 
domred this policy and many public organisations have raised protests in regard 
to such use? 

(o) Do Government propose to bun such use in future at least without tiie 
expresb consent of the Legislative Assembly? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) Sir, I cannot agree with the implication that the Indian 
Army is being used for the suppression of the Indonesians, but Government 
aic uuarc of Tnd'an feeling on this subject 

(b) Yes, Sir 

(c) I would refer tbo Honourable Member to my speocli on flie 2l8t Janu¬ 
ary in tlie debate on Drof Jlanga s adjournment motion on this subject 

Prof, IT. O. Banga: Have (jlo\oriiiijeiit reconsidered their position in regard 
to this iiMttcr in the light of the adjouiiimcnt motion passed in this House 
and given any ordeis to the Indian section of the Allied armies which are 
there in Indonesia and asKed them to come baek to India? 

Mr. P. Mason: No such orders have been issued 

Prof. N. G. Banga: ^ly question is whether Government have reconsidered 
their position in the light of the adjournment motion 

Mr. P. Mason: The position is always being reconsidered 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Have Government reconsidered their position since the 
adjournment motion was passed by this House? 

Mr.~ P. Mason: Yes, Sir 

Seth Govind Das: May T know what orders are being sent or are they going 
to take a very long lime over it? 

Mr. P. Masem: No Orders are sent 
, Seth Oovtnd Das: May I know what orders are going to be sent? 

Mr. P. Mason: As I explained in the debate. Government do not admit 
that their policy requires any change 

Seth Govind Das: Is it not a fact that the Government’s policy is not to 
use these armies outside India? 



STARRED QUESTIOKS AND ANSWERS 649 

Mr. P. Mason: I am afraid I do not understand the Honourable Member’s 
question i 

Seth Oovlnd Daa: Is it not the policy of the Government of India not to 
use Indian armies outside India? 

Mr. F. Mason: No, Sir. Certainly not 

Shxi Mohan Lai Sahsena: Will the Honourable Member please stato 
whether there has been no change in the policy of the Government of India 
since the passing of the Adjournment Motion’■* 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: Does it mean that the Government does nob 
care for what is decided in tins House? 

Mr. P. Mason: No. Sir.* 

Sir Mohammad Tanun Khan: Are the armies which are used outside India 
being paid for by the Indian exchequer or by the British Exchequer in these 
cases? 

Mr. P. Mason: By His Majesty’s Government • 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: May 1 know whether Government propose to 
recall the Indian army from Java and if so, what will be the approximate date 
of then iccall? 

Mr. P. Mason: As I explained, those armies will be recalled when the 
objects for which they were sent there have been achieved 

British and Indian Troops in Java Operation^ 

45. *M^. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: (a) Will the War Secretary please 
state the proportion of British and Indian Troops at present engaged in the Java, 
operations? 

(b) Have Governmeuts' attention been drawn to the statement made by 

Lt -General Sir Phillip Christison, Officer Commanding British Forces m Java, 
on 29th September last to a correspondent wherein it was stated. “Our sole 
job 1 - to robcue prisoners of war and disarm the Japanese, We are not going ui 
to interfere wita the political hituntion in Java 1 have made it clear that 

we aie not going in to put the Dutch back into power, 1 am gomg to keep law 
and order only Japanese troops ui Java and Sumatra wdl also he used 

to maintain law and order, until the adiniiiistiation can be handed over to +he 
Dutch”? 

(c) Do these views expressed by the Officer Commanding, British and Indiaa 
Troops m Java, receive the suppoit of the British Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of India? 

(d) What IS the number of casualties suffered by British, Indian and Japan¬ 
ese Troops in mnintaming law and order m Java since the above statement by 
the Commanding Officer was made? 

Mr. P. Maaon: (a) I am afraid that 1 am unable to disclose the number 
of troops at present engaged in these operations 1 can however, tell the 
Honourable Member that at present Indian troops are m the majority as com¬ 
pared with British 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited %o the debate oa 
Prof Range’s adjournment motion on the subject which took place in this 
House on the 21st January in which I endeavoured to explain the views of 
the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government 

(d) The total of Indian Army casualties is killed—171, wounded—544, 

jQjgging_ 193 No information regarding British or Japanese casualties ia. 

available. 

Mr. aiiiwH Ebnhlm Suoon Jafler: Will the Honourable Member at leash 
try to reduce the majority of Indian troops to mmcHity by recalling them to 
India? 
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Mr. P. Maarai: I will do my best. 

Six MohBmniad Yomin Ehia: Will the Honourable Member enlighten the 
House whether it was not the policy or at least the convention which was 
sought to be created m this House that no Indian armies will be used outside 
India without the expies^ consent of this House and it was on this issue in 
1039 that the Congress Party absented themselves Do the Government pro¬ 
pose to pursue a policy of non-eonsultation even when peace has been restored? 

Mr. P. Mason: As 1 explained in the debate on the subject, no specific 
decision was taken to move troops forwards It followed automatically on the 
Japanese collapse In peace, the policy wou’d be the same and we should 
endeavour to consult the House, if occasion arose for sending troops out of 
India, but m this case the troops were already outside India 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrohim Haroon Jaffl«r: Is it a fact that the Commander-in- 
Chief receives orders from the Chie& of Staff in London with regard to the 
despatch of troops overseas? 

Mr. P. Maaon: No, Sir 

India’s Stebleng Balances 

46. *Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Baroon Jafler; (a) Will the Honourable the 
Finance Member please state what exactly India’s stake m the matter of sterling 
balances is? 

(b) What efforts, if any, were made by Government’s representatives at 
Washington to, get a hearing before the Anglo-American Financial Agreement was 
signed? 

(c) Do Government propose to assure the House that India’s financial posi¬ 
tion has not been affected adversely as a result of the Financial Agreement 
signed art Washington’ 

(d) Were all the Creditor Nations affected bv the Agreement consulted in 
any way before the Agreement was signed? 

(e) Withm the framework of the Financial Agreement, do Government pro¬ 
pose to suggest the following 

(i) that there will be no scaling down of the debt due by Britain to India and 
that no free gift of oontnbution will be made having regard to the poverty of 
the Indian Masses; and 

(ii) that whatever portion of India's sterling assets is immediately released 
it should be substantial and sufficient to carry India through her planning pro¬ 
gramme imtil 1951? 

The Eoaourabla Sir Archibald Bowlands: (a) £1,254 millions as on 4th 
January 1946 

(b) None, as India was not a party to the negotiations 

(o) An agreement between two parties cannot, and does not, affect the 
rights of a third, and India is not bound, in any way, by the provisions of 
the Anglo-American Financial Agreement 

(d) Government have no information, but I believe not 

(e) I can assure the Honourable Member that if negotiations take place 
whde the present Government is in office, they will leave nothing undone to 
obtain the best possible terras for India 

Mr. Manu Sntfedar: Tn view of the importance which this question has 
assumed in India on industry, the future programme of Government, on prices 
and on wages, will Government now endeavour to bring about a very early 
negotiation so as to settle this question? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlands: Yes, Sir; as my Honourable 
friend knows, I hove already taken steps in that direction 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyaagar: When this clause 10 of the Anglo- 
American Agreement came to the Honourable Member's notice did he write to 
the Government of United Kingdom asking them what they propose to do in 
regard to the sterling balances? 
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Tbe HononnMe Sir AftibllNild BowluidlE: As my Honourable friend knows, 
it IB not the usual practice to disclose the nature of negotiations and corres¬ 
pondence that take place between two Governments; but he can rest assured 
that the Government are doing their duty 

Sri K. AnanUuuutyaiiam Ayysngar: Have the Government of the United" 
Kingdom up till now taken any steps to implement that portion of the 
Agreement by writing to this Government? 

The HonoaraUe Sir Arotaibald Bowlands: That is trying to get the answer 
out of me by a second question. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Aysrsngar: May 1 know what amount of sterling 
balances are likely to bo rqleasod in the near future and to what extent is 
the demand from the industrialistb of thib country^ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlanda: That is a point which T do not 
think directly arises on my question, but again my Honourable friend can rest 
assured that wo will present the full demands of India The exact quantum 
is^ matter of judgment and investigation which is at present taking place 

Indian Troops in Persia 

47. *Mr. Ahmad Ebrahim Haroon Jailer: (a) Will the War Secretary be 
pleased to state the number of Indian Troops at this moment serving in Persia? 

(b) Are these troops stationed in Persia for the purpose of maintaining law 
and order, or merely to safeguard the British oil interests? 

(o) When do Government propose to withdraw all the British* and Indian 
troops from Persia? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) 1 am afraid, Sir, tliat I cannot disclose the number of 
Indian Army Personnel m various theatres of War 

(b) Allied troops including Indian Troops are m Persia in accordance with 
the terms of the Tripartite Treaty, dated the 20th January, 1042, between 
Great Britain, the USSB and IHANs a copy of which has been placed in the 
library of the house 

(c) Arrangements have been made for the withdrawal of all British and 
Indian troops from Persia by the 2nd March, 1046 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jailer: With reference to part (a) may I ask 
why the Honourable Member is unable to give the information? Is it because 
this information may bo useful to the enemy? 

Mr. P. Mason: The reason is that—as the Honourable Member will hardly 
have failed to observe—the world is still in a very troubled state, and I think 
it would be highly optimistic to suppose that the conditions in which we 
now find ourselves are those of peace. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Is it true that the number of Indian troops in Fenia 
is on the increase even now? 

Mr. P. Maoon: No, Sir; emphatically not. 

Ban on Obsbrvanob of LN.A. Dat, bto. 

48. *Prof E. a. Banga: Will the Honourable the Home Member be pleased 
to state* 

(a) if the Government of India had given orders to Provincial Governments 

jbo ban public processions and meetmgs on the Indian National Army Day orga¬ 
nised in the first week of November, 1945, all over India; * 

(b) If they had* given any instruotionB to Provincial Governments not to 
obstruct the peaceful observance of such days as the East Asia Day, the Palestine 
Day, the I.N.A. Day; and 

(o^ the policy of Government in regard to the restoratlim of Civil libertie8» 
eqieoially on the observance of such days during these peaceful times? 
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The BonoumUe Sir John Thome: (a) and (b). No. 

(c) The pohcy of the Government of India and, I believe, of all Provincial 
Governments is m general to permit the full enjoyment of civil liberties consiS' 
tently with their responsibility for the preservation of public order; in 

particular to disperse crowds by force only when such a course is necessary, 

Shri Sri Frakasa: Is it a fact that processions are still banned in Delhi? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I shall require notice of that 

Seth Ckivind Das: Is it a fact that on account of the policy pursued by 
Government th'c tendency to violence ond unrest is growing in this country? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I suggest tnut, that Sir, is a matter of 
opinion ' 

Prof. N. O. Banga: In the light of their own experience of the bannmg of 
these processions in various provinces resulting m shooting and heavy casualties 
inflicted on the people, will Government consider the desirability of givmg 
definite instructions to the provincial Governments that as far as possible they 
should not ban these processions when they are peacefully organised or inflit/t 
violi-' '•c on them'’ 

The Honourable Sir Jcdin Thome: 1 do not thmk there is any need for the 
Government of India to issue mstnictions m that sense to the provincial 
Governments 

Prof. N. G. Banga: After the release of the Congress leaders have Govern¬ 
ment issued any fresh instructions to the provmcial Governments in regard to 
processions apd firings and also relating to civil liberties? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: T am not quite sure what my Honourable 
friend means I have answered the question m respect of the particular 
occasions to which he has referred m his ongmal question If ho wants any 
further information as to inslructions sent, I must ask for notice 

Seth Govlnd Das: Are Government aware that whenever the provincial 
Governments or local authorities do not ban these processions or obstruct these 
peaceful demonstrations there is no trouble of any kind^ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not think I can answer that. 

Bestobation of Bequisitioffd Fbofebties 

49. *Mr. 0. P. Lawson: (a) Will the War Secretary be pleased to mform 
the House approximately what percentage of requisitioned property has beep, 
returned to its original owners up to the 31st December, 1945, m the following 
categories (i) housing accommodation, (u) office accommodation, and (lu) 
storage accommodation^ 

(b) Will Government please also indicate such percentages, separately, m 
respect of the various Military Commands m India? 

(c) What steps are being taken to restore such property to a proper state of 
repair before it is handed back? 

(d) Will Government also indicate approximately the progress in de-requisi- 
tionmg which is expected up to the end of March, 1946, and the estimated date 
by which all requisitioned property is expected to be returned to its origmal 
owners? 

(e) Can the Honourable Member assure the Bouse that no requisitiimed 
civilian property is being retained by the authorities if acc(»nmodation erected 

rb> the Services is available for use? 

Mr. P. Maaoa: (a) Statistical informaticm is available showi^ the position 
upto 30th November, 1945, but details under the separate categories of Housingk 
Office and Storage accommodation have not been maintained. 

The all-India percentage of requisitioned properties returned to original 
owners by 30th November, 1046 is 8-8 per cent. 
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(b) The percentages by Commands are as follows: 

Per cent. 

Northern Command ... 24*1 

Central Command. . . . 8*4 

Eastern Command 7*4 

Southern Conunand 6*7 


^ (cj The Ijaruls, Hmngs and Disposals Services are responsible for negotiating 
with the owners as regards the work that may be required to restore the property 
to its or g rial state When an agreement has been reached Lands, Hinngs and’. 
Disposals are responsible for making the necessary arrangements to implement 
the agreement. . 

(d) A steady progress in de-requisttiomng is expected and it is anticipated that 
most of the requisit oned properl y will be returned to its original owners by the 
end of 1946 

(e) Tt is the policy to vacate requisitioned hired property wherever suitable' 
•alternat’vo military accommodation becomes availably. I am writing personally 

to Army Commanders asking them to ensure that the policy is earned out 

IGr. 0. P. Lawson: May I ask if Ibis percentage that he has indicated of not 
more than 8*3 can bo compared with the reduction in service personnel in the 
country in any way ? 

Mr. P. Mason: No, Sir It is definitely behind the reduction m service 
personnel I think there will inevitably bo a time-lag m reaching this percentage 
I might explain that one of the difficulties from which we are at present suffering 
is the shortage of trained officers m the Lands, Hirmgs and Dispodhls Directorate, 
where wo have only between 30 and 40 per cent of the total strength which is 
really required to carry out what wo want to do. But the speed of release will 
gradually quicken up 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson: In view of the undetailed nature of the Honourable 
Member’s reply can he give me any indication of how hotel accommodation stands, 
in respect of this percentage of 8*3 ? 

Mr. P. Mason: I shall require notice of that question 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Having regard to the fact that in Bombay the pressure on 
accommodation was the maximum in all-India, will my Honourable friend inquire 
and find out whether it is not true that certain buildings requisitioned and certain 
other buildings constructed for the military have remained vacant for long 
stretches of periods, and even now the inefficiency of the requisitioning staff is 
causing unnecessary inconvenience to the civil population? 

Mr. P. Mason: I have already made inquiries in that respect since I spoke 
to the Honourable Member on the subject some days ago 

Sjt. K. V. GadgU: May I know what the policy of Government is with respect 
to de-requisitioning of agricultural land taken dunng war time? 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, that hardly anscs out of the question put down on the 
paper 

Sir OOwasjee Jehanglr: Is it a fact that some of these buildings have been 
requisitioned for a definite period, vie , till six months after the termination of 
the war, and that although they are not being required by the military they are 
still under requisition? « 

Mr. P. Masm: I believe that is a fact. Sir, but, as I have explamcd, when 
a building is due for release negotiation has to take place in the first instance 
for its restoration to its original condition and secondly, for financial settle¬ 
ment. • 

]p. Ahmed Ebnhlm EaiooiL Jafler: Is the Honourable Member aware of 
the fact that the military authorities are telling the Civilians that if properties 
are not leased to them ^en their more properties will be requisitioned and, if 
not, will the Honourable Member make it publicly known that no more pro¬ 
perties will be requisitioned in future? 
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ID. P. Mason: With regard to the first part of the question ‘No’. With 
regard to the second part, I should like to make inquiries before I can say that 
no property will be requisitioned m future 

ShTi Sri Frakaaa: Will the Honourable Member gve an assurance that all 
the premises that were requisitioned were really needed and were not so 
requisitioned due to the cussedness on the part of the local staff? 

Mr. P. Mason: That would involve an undue amount of labour. 

Musums lit RoYAJi Indian Navy, Bombay 

60. *Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Karotm Jafler: (a) Will the War Secretary please 
state if Government arc aware of the possibility of injustice being done to the 
claims of Muslim Government servants m the several Departments of the 
Contr.il Government and in particular in the clerical and Store House Staff 
of the Royal Indian Navy, Bombay? 

(b) Will the War Secretary be pleased to lay a statement on the table mdi- 
•cating the total strength in. the Royal Indian Navy, Bombay of (i) the clerical 
staff, (li) the Store House Staff, and (iit) A N S O , the representation of 
Muslims in these cadres, the representation of non-Muslims in these cadres, 
and the percentage of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in these cadres? 

(c) Will Government he pleased to clarify their policv in regard to the re¬ 
trenchment of personnel as a result of the cessation of the war? 

ID. P. Mason: (a) I lay a statement on the table from which it will be seen 
that Muslims in this staff are under-represented I am grateful to the Honoura¬ 
ble Member for bringing this case to my notice Over 90 per cent of these 
-personnel on the staff however, are employed on a temporary basis and the 
number of Muslim applicants for posts filled by direct roeru tment has not been 
sufficient to maintain the proper percentage Muslims will not be reduced 
except on grounds of inefficiency until the communal proportion is restored 
A considerable number of these temporary posts will become permanent and 
I can assure the Honourable Member that m filling them, due regard will be 
paid to Communal representation. 

(bl I lay on the table a copy of a press communique, dated 4th October, 194.>, 
issued by the Home Department 


STATEMENT 



Total 

Muslims 

Non- 

Muslims 

Percentage 

Muslims 

of Percentam of 
Non-Muuuns 

(i) Clerioal Staff 

148 

2 

146 

1-4% 

98-6% 

(ii) Stores house staff 

167 

14 

143 

8 9% 

91 1% 

(ill) A. N. S. O. 

16 


16 


100% 


Prut Comrnmttqui 

Enquiries hav« been received by the Government of India whether the communal rules 
affecting appointment to Government service will be applied to the recruitment of 'war 
service’ candidates to the vacancies reserved for them When the decuion to reserve 
j for ‘war sefvice’ candidates was first announced in March, 1041, the undertaking 
was given that young men joining His Majesty’s Forces would be afforded substantudly the 
same opportunity to enter the civil service after the war as they had at that time. This 
undertaking requires, and it has been decided accordmgly, that in makmg appointments to 
war-reserved vacancies in the All-Tndia and Central Services the existing rules of reservation 
in'favour of the minority communities should apply. 

It has also been derided that, m retrenching temporary staff from the Central Services 
consequent on the cessation of hostilities, temporary Government servants should be so 
discharged that the composition of the retained temporary staff is, as far as possible, in 
accordance with the ratios observed for the purposes o'f recmitment. 

Hoia DupABiiinT; 

New Delhi, October 4, 1046. 
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ICr. Ahmed Ebnhim Huooii Jeller: Will the Honourable Member warn the 
•officers oi the Department that no such thing will happen? 

Mr. P. M aso n ; If it should again happen that we should have to take on 
en enormous number of temporary staff and if the number of Muslims forth- 
•commg is not sufficient to maintain the communal proportion, we should have 
to do the same thing as we did on this occasion. 

ID. Maau Subedar: May I know whether temporary Indian staff including 
^uslims^ and others are not being reduced and in their places British personnel 
Is being introduced in the Boyal Indian Navy ? 

Mr. P. Mhson: No, Sir 

Mr. Xanu Snbedar: Is the Honourable Member sure that in all categories and 
■age groups this is the position? 

Mif. P. Mason: Yes, Sir. 

. PoLmoAJj Absconders 

61. *Mr. M. B. Maaanl (on behalf of SJt. Seth‘Damodar Swroop) WiU 

the Honourable the Home Member be pleased to btute 

(a) the number of political absconders m respect of authorities responsible 
to the Central Government have issued orders: 

(b) their names; 

(c) the particulars of the charges against them, 

(d) what rewards have been offered for the arrest of each; and • 

(e) whether Government ore contemplating to withdraw the warrants for 
their anest, if so, when? 

The Hcmourable Sir John Thome: (a) One 

(b) Jwnla Pershad son of Pran Sukh of Al’garh and Ajmer 

(o) Escaped from detention under Defence of India Rule 26 

(d) Rs 250 

(e) This is under consideration 

Shd M o hanlal Saksema: Am T to understand that tliere are no warrants 
Against any others? 

The HonouraUe Sir John Thome: Yes, Sir 

Shrl Sn Prakaaa: All the others can come back safely ** 

The HemouraUe Sir John Thome: Who are the others ? 

Mr. Jayafrakash Narayan’s Arrest 

62. *Mr. M. B. Masaol (on behalf of SJt. Seth Damodar Swroop)* Will 
the Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state. 

(a) in what circumstances Sreeyut Jayaprnkash Narayan was arrested; 

(b) what amount of reward, if any, has been paid for Tils arrest; 

(o) how many officials were promoted to higher grades in connection with 
Breeyut Jayaprakash Narayan’s arrest; and 
(d) the grades to which they were promoted? 

me Honourable Sir John Thome: (a) I understand that'he was arrested 
■<Hi the 18th September, 1943, in a tram between Amritsar and Lahore 

(^)i (®) (d) I have no information on these points wh'oh are a 

matter of Provincial concern. ^ 

Prof. H. O. Banga: Is it not a fact that the reward was offered by the 
'Government of India. 

The Honourable Sir Jhhn Thome: No, Sir. 

^^Seth Oovind Das: is it not a fact that the warrant of arrest against Jai 
-tTakash Naram was issued by the Government of India? 
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Ibe HononriUe Sir J(dm Thome; No. Sir. 

Shii Sri Frakasa: Then he is a prisoner of the Punjab Government and 
not of the Central Government? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: He became a prisoner of the Central’ 
Government on the 27th Jime, 1944 

Shri Sri Frahaea: What was the exact circumstance in which from a provin¬ 
cial subject he became a Central subject? 

Seth Govind Daa: Since he is now a prisoner of the Central Government 
will the Government bo pleased to make inquiries about (b), (o) and (d) 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not think tluit is necessary It is 
a matter for the Punjab Government whose prisoner ho was in 1943 As I 
said he did not become a prisoner of the Central Government until 1944 

Shri Mohanlal Saksena: Have the Government considered the question of 
his release after the House passed the adjournment motion*’ 

The H^ourable Sir John Thome: I spoke on tlmt the othei day 
Mr. M. R. Maaani: Was he made a prisoner of the Central Government inr 
order to dodge the jurisdiction of the Lahore High Court‘d 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not remember the exact tnciim- 
stances I was not holding this office then If my Honoumble friend wishes 
to have an answer to his question, T should be glad to give it either on notice 
or for his personal information. 

Shri Mohanlal Saksena: May I know whether the question of his release 
was considered hy the Government since the passing of the adjourmnent 
motion m this House ? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: It is still under consideration 
Shri Sri Frakaaa: Will the Honoumble Member inquire of the Punjab Gov¬ 
ernment and give an answer to the various clauses of the question on the 
order paper and let the House know? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I have answered that 
Seth Govind Dos: Will the Honourable Member give a date by which this 
consideration will be over and Government will come to a decision? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: T cannot m.ike a precise statement on 
that question at this moment 

Shri Sii Frakaaa: Will tlie Central Government make sure that the condi¬ 
tion of Mr Jaiprakash Narnin when they took charge of him whs the same as 
on the date of his arrest by the Punjab Government 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not understand what is meant by 
‘condition’ 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: The state of his health, his weight, his eye sight and all 
such matters 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I doubt if it will be possible to do so 

An Honourable Member: Was any representation made by the Provincial 
Government to the Central Government about maintaining the detenus of the 
Central Government? 

The Hmionrable Sir John Thome: I must ask for notice 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: Our definite information is that he was treated very badly 
by the Punjab Government and I should hke to know if the Honourable 
Member will make sure from records that Mr Jai Prakash Narain was handed 
over to the Central Government m exactly the same physical and mental 
condition as he was in when the Punjab Government arrested him? 

The Hoaonrahle Sir John Tbwne: I doubt whether it will be possible to- 
mnIrA nnv Riieh verification. 
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Shrl Bri PndOM: Is it not r fact that a pnsoner is weighed every fort¬ 
night? If that is a fact, is there any difficulty in the Home MemW getting 
ithe exact facts? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: If my Honourable friend wants the 
figures I am quite prepared to get them. 

Mr. Bam Narayaa Singh: Is the Honourable Member aware that there is 
great resentment throughout the country, especially in the province of Bihar, 
at the further detention of Mr Jaiprakash Narain? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I am aware that there is strong feeling. 
Pandit Oovind Malaviya: Will the Honourable Member give an assurance 
In this House that the files of these prisoners will not bu tampered with or 
any papers destroyed for fear of a popular Government coming into power, 
ns has been alleged and reported to have been done m some of the provinces 
from time to time? 

The HonouraUe Sir John Thome: That is an entirely new question of 
which 1 must have notice 

Faoiutixs iros Mb. Jayapkakash Nabayan ant> I>b Bam Manohab Lohia 
63. ’•‘Mr. M. B. Maaani (on behalf of SJt. Seth Damodar Swroop)- Will 
the Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state what facilities are 
provided for Jayaprakash Narayaa and Dr. Bam Manohar Lohia? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: They enjoy all the facilities permitted 
by the United Provinces Security Prisoners Buies. 

Prof. H. O. Banga: What are those facilities? Are they in efny way special 
to them or are they the same as arc bemg given to the *0’ class prisoners of the 
United Provinces? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: A copy of the Buies is m the Library of 
the House Tt has been in the Library of the House for some years I can 
assure my Honourable friend that the conveniences at the disposal of these two 
gentlemen are such as to arouse no complaint 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: In vew of the fact that the United Provinces Government 
permit one interview per fori night and m view further of the fact that the 
Honourable Member himself and Mr Sorensen have been visiting'him, may we 
take it that he will be deprived of visits from his wife for two weeks now’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I should think that very unlikely. 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena: Ts the Honourable Member aware that the ru^es 
in the United Provinces have been changed since the last rules were passed? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I believe all amendments made in the 
rules are earned out in the eopv which is in the Library of the House But if 
my Honourable friend th nks that it is not so, T will see that it is done 

Shri Sri Prakasa: May I take it that the Honourable Member had special 
permission of the United Provinces Government before he visited Mr Jaya- 
prakash Narayan? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I certainly did not do it without prioi 
intimation to the United Provinces Government 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: May I ask if the Government was consulted 
when the rules were changed? ^ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I must have notice of that I cannot 
say off-hand 

Tobtubb op FOLmCAL Pbisonbbs » 

H. *Mr. M. B. Masani (on behalf of S]t. Seth Damodar Swroop): Will 
the Honourable the Home Member be pleased to state' 

(a) if he is aware of the fact that a large number of political prisoners of the 
Central Government were tortured; 
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(b) whether this torture by the police was as a result of the direction issued! 
by the Central Government, 

(c) whether it is not a fact that, among others, Sreeyut Jayaprakash Narayan, 
Dr. Ham Manohar Lohia, Hunuinaiul Mishra, Shilbhadra Yaji and Arvind Bosfr 
were tortured in the most iiihuinaii iMiy, 

(d) whether he has seen the btatemeiits issued by Shilbhadra Yaji and Arvindi 
Bose and the copy of the letter addtessed to the I’riine Minister of the Punjab 
giving details of tortuies h\ Shn Hamanaiidan Misra, 

(e) whether any steps have been taken to bniig the persons concerned in. 
thesi tortures to book, and 

(f) whether he is prepared to appoint n committee to enquire into the alle¬ 
gations of torture, if so, when? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: T can speak only for prisoners of the 
Central Government In regard to them, the answer to (a), (b), (c) and (f) is— 
“No” 

(d) "Rnmimandan Misra was not a pnsoiier of Iho Central Government. I 
have seen newspaper reports of statements made by the other two piisoners. 

(e) Does not arise ^ 


Shn Sri Prakaaa: Ts the ITonourablc Afembor aware that Dr Ham Alanohar 
Lohia and Mr lianunund Mishra were not allowed to sleep day or night while 
they w’cre under interrogation? 

The Honourable Sir Jdhn Thorne: As T have said, I cannot speak for IMr. 
Ramanand Mishra I am aw’iro nf the nllegntions made as regards Dr Ham 
Manohar Lohia The alleg.itions have been denied by the Punjab Govcinment 
and 1 uiiders'tand that Ur Lohia has had access to Ihe Lahoic High Court 
I have not mvself any evidence which would cause me to disbelieve the denial 
by the Punjab Govcinment 

Seth Oovmd Das: la it not a fact that this Government has cultivated the 
hub t of declining and repudiating all these allegations without any inquiry ’ 
(No answer) 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena: AI.iv T ask r ilie answer .ijiplies to those who were 
kept in the Jail lock-up m Delhi 

The Honourahle Sir John Thome: answer applies to the persons named 

in the question 


Shn Sn Frakasa: Uul the ITonouralMember himself iiiqinu' fiom Dr 
Lohia in the Agra Jail on the subject’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: We hud some conversation on the subject. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Did Dr Lohia deny tliat he was being kept awake for 
long periods of time during his interrogation? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: He made to me then the same allegations 
that he had made previously 

Hr. M. B. Masani: Has the Honourable Member any reason to disbelieve 
those allegations? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: The allegations are very serious May I 
submit that I do not in any way burke this subject It is a very important 
subject and I hope that 1 shall be given an opportunity later in the course of the 
Budget discussions or Demands for Grants to deal with it fully. It is difficult 
to deal with it A an answer to supplementary questions My Honourable 
fnend s question, I understand, is whether I had reason to disbeheve Dr Lohia 
The question is of weighing Dr. Lohia's statement, which is uncorroborated—I 
do not say that it was easy for him to get corroboration, but it is uncorroborated 
against the considered denial of the Punjab Government. 

^2 

The Hononralde Sir John Thome: No. Sir 
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Slut Szl Praksss: Can tho Honourable Member suggest any method of cor* 
roboration of the statement of a person when he is being handled roughly by 
another man in the secret cell? 

The Honourable Sir John Thivne: r have said that I quite recognise that 
it is not easy 

Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena: Did the Honuumble Member receive any letter 
from me from the Central Jail, Lurknow, making complaints about tho treat¬ 
ment m the police look-up m Delhi bv prisoners who were transferred from the 
Central Jail, Lucknow’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I do not remember 

Sri M. Anaathasayanam Ayyangar: In mow of the serious allegations, will 
the Honourable Meinbei appoint an independent tribunal to inquire into these 
charges? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: T have answererl that question 

Shri Mohon Lai Saksena: Will the TTonoiimhle Meinb^'r inquire from the 
rrovincinl (Tovornment of the United Provinces whether this letter of mine was 
withheld? If so, why? , 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: T huggest mv Hoi.nurablc friend may give 
mo the details of tho letter and I will then make inquiries 

Mr. President: Next question 

Sir H. Venkatasubba Beddiar: Was the polieo report corroborated by any¬ 
body? 

Mr. President: Next question has been called. 

Persons under Detention 

55. *Mr, M. B. Masani (on boh.dl of S)t. Seth Damodar Swroop) Will 

the Honourable tho Hume Member be pleased to state 

(a) how many detoiuis are at present detained m the various piisons, and 

(h) wlielher it is a fact that many of them continue to bo detained in spite 
of the fact th.it the cluirgos against*^thom w'ere withdrawn and that a number 
of them have been acquitted of the obaiges on which they were tried? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: (a) The total mimbei of persons in deten¬ 
tion on the 1st Febriuiy 1940 in all prisons was 2,934 Of these only three are 
persons detained bv order of the (’ential (jovernineni 

(b) I have not the mfonnation requued in regard to piisoners detained by 
orders of the Provincial Governments One person detained by an order passed 
in a Chief Commissioner’s Province was acquitted m a criminal case 

Shri Sri Prakasa: May F know' when the cases of the prisoners of the Cen¬ 
tral Goveininent were last examined and the nature of the fresh orders that 
were served on them’ 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: They are still under examination Speak¬ 
ing from memory, the last extensions of the orders were made in November 
and December. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Is it not a fact that the Government have to inform these 
prisoners every six months as to why they are being detamed? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: The provisions are to be found in the 
Ordinance 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know when their cases are re¬ 
viewed after subsequent periods of six months, what are the fresh materials 
which these reviews take into account? Is it their conduct inside the lail. 
that is taken into account? * 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: There may or may not be fresh material, 
but surely the circumstances in India and the areas for which the Central Gov-- 
ornment are particularly responsible are constantly changing 
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Seth Oovlnd Dm: In view of the fact that there are only three prisoners 
of the Central Government, will the Central Government instruct the Provincial 
'Governments to release the remaining detenus in their respective provinces? 

The Hcmourahle Sir John Tlunne: No, Sir 

Shn ICohaii Lai Saksena: When was the case of Mr Nair taken into consi* 

. deration last’ He is a detenue of the Central Government 

The Honourahle Sir John Thome: I cannot say when the older was issued, 
but my impression is that it was m November or December. It has been taken 
into consideration since then 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Ts it not a fact that he bad been a Congressman 
all along’ 

The Honourable Sir John Tbome: He told me that ho had been a Congress¬ 
man for a long time 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: What is the number of detenus in Bihar? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I have not the figures here 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Was not Mr Nair acquitted of the charge brought 
against him by the Court? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I believe he was given the benefit of doubt 
on one charge, the charge on which he was acquitted 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: But the Executive Government does not 
give him the benefit of doubt’ What are the grounds on which he is still kept 
under detention? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: Not on precisely the grounds on which he 
was discharged 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Have any new grounds developed after 
he was incarcerated? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: Quite a lot of grounds 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: How long has lie been under detention since the 
acquittal order \ias passed? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: I am afraid I have not the date of that 
ortler 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Is it not more than a year? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: f cannot say from memory 

Babu Bam ITarayan Singh: The llonourabh* Member has ]iist given the 
figure for tiie whole of India IIow is it that he cannot give the figure for 
Bihnr? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: I have not got the figures for separate 
provmccb I wiW give the Honourable Member the figures outside the House 
if he 1 ’ 

IN A. Prisonbbs 

56. •Piol. H. O. Banga: Will the War Secretary be pleased to state 

(a) the conditions of food, clothing, reading materials, smoke, soaps, water 
supply, companionship and other creature comforts which are being allowed to 
the 1 N A prisoners, 

(b) in how many P O W camps are they bemg kept and what are Hiey; 

(c) what IS the present total number of I N.A. prisoners; 

(d) whether powers to-shoot, to mfiict corporal punishments, or to punish 
them with single-cell imprisonment are given to the jail auHiorities, and, if 
so, 111 how many oases, and m which jails were the I N A. prisoners shot at and 
how many of them were killed or injured, 

(e) whether any complaints were made by these priBoners about their condi- 
tions of Uving, and, if so, what action was tal^ thereon to relieve their troubles; 
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(f) whether GovemmeDt propose to order a public enquiry into the shooting 
incidents in these camps and also into the cffloditions subject lo which these 
I N A prisoners are being kept in these P O W. camps? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a), (b), (d), (e) and (f) T would invite the attention of tlie 
Honouiabh* Meuibei tf> the debate on Diwan Chaman Lai’s adjournment motion 
which took place in this TToiise on the 301h of last month OflBcers get Es 3f» 
per month, V C Os —Es 11-4-0 and I O Es —Es 5-10-0 as subsistence allow¬ 
ances for the purchase of cigarettes and other amenities 

(c) Approximalely 6,000, as explained a few minutes ago. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: May T know whv no information has been given with, 
regard to puit (d) whether these powers are given to jail authorities? 

Mr. P. Mason: These military T N A prisoners are not kept m jails 
Prof. N. O. Ranga: Arc "^hey kept in camps and if so, are the camp autbo - 
Titles given these powers’ 

Mr P. Mason: Yes, Sir 

Prof. R. O. Ranga: What aie these powers? 

,Mr. P. Mason: The camp authorities have exactly* the same powers with' 
regard to them ub they have in regard to other personnel of the Indian army 
whosf' charges are undergoing investigation 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena: is it not a fact that some of the I N A. detenu? 
arc kept m jail? 

Mr. P. Mason: Seien men in whom the Honourable Member is particularly 
interested and wdio are fiom Lucknow were not members of I N A , but persons 
detained under Ordinance No TV of 1944 . 

Prof. N. O. Rax^a: What is the answer to part (e)’ Were any complaintsi 
made iiy these prisoners’ 

Mr. P. Mason: T mentioned several complaints m my speech the other day 
Whenever complaints have been made they have been investigated, and as far 
as cniiips aie eoiieerned, f have hud no gpeciHc complaints which would bear 
invesl igation 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: H.is the Honourable Member ever visited any of these 
camp'' or all these cariijis at least once and got into touch with these prisoners 
to find out whethci their complaints are genuine or not? 

Mr. P. Mason: As I explained the o^er day, I had been to the Eed Fort and 
I had no time to visit others because my time is fully occupied in preparing 
answers to questions put by Honourable Members in this House 
Prof. K. G. Ranga: Will he visit them in future? 

Mr. P. Mason: As I said, all my time is spent in answering supplementary 
questions 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: The point is how' does he satisfy himself that proper 
attention is being given to their complaints and necessary satisfaction is being 
given to these people? 

Mr. P. Maaon: I am afraid in this matter I have to rely on reports 
Shxl M o h an Lai Sakaena: Am I to understand that a number of these 
prisoners to whom I referred are not included in the total number given here’ 
Mr. P. Maaon: I have already answered that question 
Shzi UohtLu Lai Sakaena: Are there other prisoners hke^ those of the 
prisoner from Lucknow? 

Mr. P. Maaon: They have all been released except one 

Frof. IXm G. Ranga: Why does not the Government order public enquiry 
into the shootings and other inoidents m these camps? 

_Mr. P. Maaon: I have already been through every instance of shooting 
which has been alleged I have explained the whole position in my speech. I 
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think it is hardly proper to explain the whole matter again in answer to ques¬ 
tions. 

Plot. N. G. Ranga: Are ue to understand that the Honourable Member con- 
atitutes himself into a court of justice’ Has he ever served as a District Judge? 

Mr. Freiddeiit: Order, order That does not arise out of this question 


Mr. President: Question No 57 Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon 

Ba]i Abdus Sattar Haji Idiaq Seth: The Honounible Member, Mr Yusuf 
Abdoola IKiroou, is absent 

Mr. S. Ouruswami: May T put that question Sir, on behalf of Seth Yusuf 
Abdoola Haroon’ ^ 

An Honourable Member: Have you been authorised by Seth Yusuf Abdoola 
Haroon ’ 

Mr, President: T would invite the attention of the House to Buie 44, 
(Standing Order 19) Mbich sjiys 

“If nn a question being called, it is not put or the ineinl>er in whose name it stands i> 
absrnt, the Pivxidcnt, .it the request of any member, may direct that the answer to it ba 
gneii ” 

There is no question of any authority being given to another member to put 
the question It is only a lequest to be made to the President and usually 
the President will direct the answer to be read out 

The Finance Secretary will give the reply to Question No 57 


IltCBEASB IN EsSSNTTAI. COHUODTrY PbICSS 

57. *Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member please refer to his reply to my starred question No 212 (a), dated the 
14th February, 194.5, in whlch it has been stated that the mcrease m prices of 
essential commodities to the extent of 238 per cent over the pre-war rates has 
been overstated? 

(hi What approximately is the rise m the percentage of the following essen¬ 
tial commodities over the pre-war rates (i) food stuff, (ii) clothing, and (lii) 
toilets? 

Mr. B C. A. Cook: (a) and (b) According to the index of wholesale prices 
maintained by the Economic Adviser, the following is the percentage rise in the 
cost of certain essential commodities over the rates prevailing in August, 1939; 
on .in all-India basis 

Food articles 137 per cent up to the quarter ended December 1945 

Clothing 168 per cent up to the quarter ended September 1945 

Toilet .articles There is no all-Tndia index number m respect of toilet articles. 
Only the figure compiled by the Madras Government in respect of washmg 
soap for the city of Madras is available, and'that is given as 160 per cent 

Mr. S. Ouruswami: May I ask whether the figures include the black market 
price? 

Mr. Manu Si^bedar; Is it a fact that the Economic Adviser m computing 
the index .number takes the control prices as declared by Government? 

Mr. B. 0. A. Cook: I must ask for notice 

Prof. N. O. BaagSi: Has any effort been made by the Economic Adviser 
■or by his office to ascertain the percentage of total distribution of these various 
;article8 here which can be purchased only in black markets? 

Mr. B. 0. A. Oook: I must ask for notice. 
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Dbabnfss and Wab Almwanobs to Non-Gazbttbd Stafk, Audit and Accounts 
Officrs 

68. ’''Mr. Mubammsd Naumaa (on behalf of Seth Tuauf Abdoola Haioon): 

(a) Will the Honourable the I’lnanee Member please state the percentage rate 
of tlio (leurnebs and war allowances sanctioned to the non-ga/etted staff in 
the Audit and Accounts Offices in India getting up to Rs 100 per month and 
from Its 101 per month to Its 200 per month? 

(b) Do Government consider that the grant of this increase from Ist January, 
1945 in the dearness and war allowances is adequate? 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a wide spread resentment and dis¬ 
appointment on this meagre relief’ Do Government propose to reconsider the 
whole position and to revise immediately the present rates of the dearness and 
war allowances commensurate with the rise in prices of all the necessities of 
life ni the case of the non-gazetted stirff’ If not, why not? 

Mr. B. O A. Oook: (a) A statement showing the percentages of dearness and 
war allowances adiiusmblo to the non-gazetted staff in the Audit and Accounts 
• Office'' in India getting pay upto Hs 200 per mensem is laid on the table of 
the House 

(b) and (c) The Honourable Member's attention is incited to the replies 
to his starred questions No 210(b) and (r) on 1 Itb February 1945, and 176 (d) 
on the fith November 1944 The position is constantly under review 


Statement ahon-ing the pereenlagea of Deameaa awl War Anouxmeea admiaaible to Ctmtrci 
Government Serwants drawing pag upto to the Umit of Re. 200J p. m. 


Pay 

Rate of Deameae 
Allowanoe 

Percentage rate of 
pay 

War allowance 
percentage 
rate of pay. 

Abka a 




Below Rfl 40 pm. . 

Be. 20 p m. 

From about 154 % to 
50% of pay. 


From Re. 40 to Re. 100 
pm. 

Be 22 pm or 17*% 
of pay whieaever i« 
greater. 

From 55 % to 22 % of 
pay. 


From Re. 101 to Re. 250 
pm. 

Do. 

From 22 % to 17* % of 
pay. 


Abba B 




Below Re. 40 p.m. 

Be. 10 p m. . • 

From about 100 % to 
40 % of poy. 


From Re. 40 to Rb 100 
pm. 

Be. 18 pm. or 17* % of 
pay vmiohevar is grea¬ 
ter. 

From 46 % to 18 % of 
pay. 


From Be. 101 to Be. 200 
p.m. 

Do. 

17* % ol pay . 


Abba 0 




Below Be. 40 pjn. > 

From Be. 40 to 100 p.xn.. 

Ba.l4p.v. 

Be. 10 p^.m. or 17* % of 
paywhiohever is grea¬ 
ter. 

From about 100^ to . 
M% of pay. 

From 40% to 17*% . 

• 

From Be. 100 to 150 p.ni. 

Do. 

17*% of pay 


From 151 to Be. 200 p.'m, 
end onwards. 



17* % of pay 


B a 
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Pandit Govlnd Malaviya: There ore a number of new jiieinbeis in this House. 
May I ask the Honourable Member to repeat those answers which were given 
last year? 

Mr. B. 0. A. Oook: T have them hce, Sir. and can read them out if desired. 

Ml. President: That will take time 

Mr. P J. G-rifflUis: They are m the recoids 

Deakness and W\r Allowances to NoN-rr47ETTKD Staff, Audit and Accounts 
Offices 

'59. *Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: (a) Has the Honourable the Finance 
Member received a copy of the lesolutions passed at the 21st Session of the All- 
Irdi.’ Audit and Accounts Offices Conference held at Nagpur on the 14th and 
Ibtb April, 1945’ 

(1.) Have Government taken note of the feelings of disappoiiitineiit and dis¬ 
satisfaction as expressed in lesoliitions Xc)>^ 2 .uid .‘5 ii’latnig to the ‘recent 

meagre relief afforded in the increase of the dearness and war allowances and 
in the refusal of the revisipn of the existing ‘.calo^ ol p.i\ 

(e) Do Goverunient propose to reconsider the matter in the light of the? 
and argument given m both the above resolutions for the immediate in¬ 
crease in the late of the dearness and war allowances and to revise the existmg 
scales of pay to the extent demanded in the above two resolutions*’ If not, 
wh\ not*? 

Mr. B. 0. A. Cook: (a) My Honourable friend did nob receive copus of the 
resolutions referred to The Auditor General of India however leceived them 
and duly leplud to the points raised 

(b) The two resolutions referred to do not relate to the increase in the rate*) 
of dearness and war allowances and revision of scales of pay 

(c) In view of the answ'cr to part (b). the question does, not arise 

Improvement of Audit and Account! no System 

1 00. *Setli Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: Has the Honourable the Finance 
Member read resolution No 4 passed at the 21st Session of the AU-India Auditi 
and Accounts Offices Conference held at Nagpur on the I4th and. 15th April, 
1945, a copy of which was also sent to him*? If so, does he propose to appoint 
a Post-war planning Committee to improve the system of Audit and Accounting 
and to ameliorate the condition of living m this countrv *’ If not, why not? 

Mr. B. 0. A. Oook: My Honourable friend cannot reconcile the question 
with the Eesolution referred to 

Leave Reserve for Temporary Staff, Audit and Accounts Offices 

161. *Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member please refer to his reply to my starred question No 210 of the 14th 
February, 1945, in which it has been admitted that no leave reserve has been 
sanctioned for the additional temporary posts in the Audit and Accounts 
Offices, although the rules permit the recruitment of substitutes for the 
temporary staff? 

(b) Is It a fact that there are at least 40 per cent of men employed purely 
on temporary basis in all the Audit and Account Offices in India? 

(c) Is it also a,^fact that recruits having requisite qualifications for each cadre 
are not always available to be appointed to substitute the temporary staff on 
leave’ 

(d) In the circumstances stated in (o) above, do Government propose to 
sanction an additional leave reserve of 12J per cent for the temporary staff as 
well to avoid the recurring hardships to permanent men m getting leave at 
present? If not, why not’ 

tAnswer to this qnMbon laid on the table, the queetioner ‘being absent 
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Mr. B 0. A. Oook: (a) and (b) About 54 per cent of the staff in the 
Ind'nn Audit Department are employed against temporary posts 

(c) No 

(d) DoCb not arise m view of the answer to part (c) above 

Captain Mohan Singh of I N A. 

62. Shri Sii Frakass (on behalf of Sardar Mangal Singh) Will the War 
Seeiotarj pleasit state 

(a) AVhether Copt Mohan Singh, foimdcr of the first IN A is under 
cusiodj, if so, whether he is likely to be tried by a Court Martial; 

(b) uhether it is a faot that after some time, on account of bis differences 
with thn .Tapniu'pp, he disbanded the fiist I N A and was imprisoned by the 
Ja]>.iiiL-su tmd also ill-treated by them, and 

(r) whethoa, m view of the special circumstances of h’s ease, Govemmer 
arc prepared to release him forthwith? 

* Mr. P. Mason: (a) Captain Mohan Singh is in custody and T am afraid j. 
cannot yet say whether or not he will be brought before a Court Martial 

fb) and (c) Government do not agree that the reasons for the disband¬ 
ment of the first I N A were as stated bv the Honourable Member, and in any 
case it w ns during the recuitment period for the first I N A that the worsst 
acts of coercion were committed The extent of Captain Mohan Singh’s know- 
led ,'e of what took place in the coneenfration camp at Bidndaii must be fully 
inrostigated 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Ts it not a faet that he was ill treated by the Japanese? 
That IS part (b) of the question. 

Mr. P. Maaon: The implication of the question w'as that he was imprisoned 
antirelv on account of differences of opinion with the Japanese My reply is 
that we are trying persona only on charges of brutality, and his conduct in this 
respect must he investigated Since my words are invariably suspect, ’t might 
interest the Honourable Member to hear the opinion on this subject of Mr 
Bash Behan Bose who will be accused b\ no one of being a tool of Imperialism. 
Ml Bosp was the President of the Council of Action of the Indian Independence 
League and in a pamphlet w'hich he published himself he made the following 
statement 

"Mr Moh.in Sln^h in his speech made statements which now appear to be misrepresenta¬ 
tion of facts because he solemnly gav« us to understand that a majority of the Indian 
amIV personnel were prepared to join this movement without any threat or force and that 
thev had acclaimed him aa their military leader I was horrified at a later date to learn 
of the .itiocities meted out to officers and men of the Indian Army for which the blame 
actual)! falls on Captain Mohan Singh Many of our poor brethren were ill treated and 
humiliated or sent to concentration camps and thus by sheer threat and violence he de¬ 
moralised the majority of officers and men and compelled them to become volunteers which 
M against our principle." 

1 think the Honourable Member would agree that this requires investigation. 

Shzi Sii Prakasa: Does the Honourable Member agree only with this state¬ 
ment of Mr. Bash Behan Bose or all his other statements as well? 

Mr. P. Mason: I never agree with any statement until it is investigated 

Sardar Sampniaa Singh: What authority the Govemmmt has to say that 
this pamphlet was written by Mr. Bose? ' 

Mr. P. Mason: His name on the cover. 

Sxl M. An i uitti as ay anam Ayyangar: May we know how the Honouraole 
Member got into possession of this document? • 

Sardar Sampuran Sin^: Is he a Court of law? 

Hr. P. Maaon: This is not a court of law I was only saying that investi¬ 
gation is necessary. 

Sardar Sampuraa Singh: There must be some legal evidence to prove such 
documents before action taken on their authority. 
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Mr. P. Mason: That ia why wc are investigating 

Prof W. O. Banga: Is that docunient in the handwriting of Mr K.i''rv 
Behan Bose? , , , „ . , , , 

Mr. P. Mason: This is a printed document which I shall be glad to lai on. 
the table if it is so desired 

An Honourable Member: Is the name of the printer and publishei giieii 
there‘s 

Mr. P. Masem: Published by the Indian Independence League Head¬ 
quarters 

Prof. N. 'O. Banga: How have the Govemniont satisfied themselves that 
it is. not a forged document? 

(b) Written Answers 
Dollak Pool 


63. *Mr. Mann Snbedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
stale what proposals have been made by the Government of India to His- 
Mejesty’a Government in regard to the Dollar Pool since the stoppage of 
hostilities^ 

(b) What proposals have been received by the Government of India from llis 
Majesty’s Government with regard to the Dollar Pool since the stoppage of 
hostilities’ 

(e) \ie Government in a position to announce their pohey in regard to the 
a\,i.'.ibilitv of dollars to India, in view of the very great anxiety entertameji. on 
this score throughout the country? 

(d) To what extent does the figure of twenty niilhon dollars per ycai, over 
and .ibove the normal figure mentioned by the late Finance Member^ stand 
modified by the Anglo-American Agreement and Loan and the declarations con¬ 
nected therewith? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlands: (a) and (b) As the Honourable 
Member is aware communications between Governments are confidential, but I 
would diaw his attention to the provisions of the Financial Agreement between 
the Governments of the United States and the United Kingdom dated the 6th 
I)c< citilifi, 104"i mid III (i.iitK id.ii to Section 7 thiueof wliiih, if it is latitu d. will 
involve the termination of the foreign exchange arrangements known as the 
Dollar Pool 

(c) Dollars arc, as before, made available for ebsenlial imports into India 

(d) The arrangement explained m paragraph 35 of the Finance Member’s 
Budget Speech for 1945-46, by which an amount of $20,000,000 for the calendar 
year 1944, and a similni nmount for lOd.! subject to re-exfumiintiOTi of the roIe\8nt 
statistics for that year, were earmarked specifically for India's post-war develop¬ 
ment, has not been modified by the Anglo-American Loan Agreement or the 
declarations connected therewith 

India’s Shabb in Dolt.ar Pool. 

66. ’Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
state the share of India in the Dollar Pool beginning with the year 1930-40 fo»* 
each year** 

fl)) How much, if anv w'as used for strictly Indian jmrposes and how much 
was appropriated b\ the United Kingdom’ 

fc) What w’as tic total of dollars standing to the credit of India in the Dol¬ 
ls'- Pool on the 3Ist of December, 1945 (or any earlier available date)’ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlanda: (a) The arrangement is that the 
total dollar earnings of all member countries are surrendered to the Empire 
Do'llar Pool from which each country draws dollars according to its needs No 
share was, therefore, allotted to India in any year. 

(b) In view of the arrangements governing the working of the Dollar Pool, 
as explained in (a), the question does not arise. 

(c) By the very nature of the pooling arrangement no amount can be said t» 
have stood to the credit of India at any particular date. 
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Deaths of Lt. Maohab Singh and Lt Ajmer Singh 

65. *Sardar Haagsl Singh: Will the War Secretary please state, 

(h) the circumstances under which Lt Ma^har Singh of the Kapurthala In¬ 
fantry and Lt Ajmer Singh of 6/1 Punjab llegiment died m the Red Fort, Delhi; 

(bl whether it is a fact that the deaths took place on the .5th November, 1944; 
(c^ when the next of their km were informed; 

(il) where the bodies were cremated, and who performed the obsequies, and 
(e) whether any enquiry was held into the circumstances of their deaths, and 
what the result of the enquiry was? 

Mason: (a), (b) and (e) The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to my speech on the 30th of last month on Diwan Chaman Lai’s Adioum- 
ment motion 

(c) The 29th of January, 1945 

(d) In Delhi Cantonment, under the supervision of Bisaldar Balwant Singh. 

Demand be Remains, etc , of Lt Maghab Singh 

66. *Sardar Mangal Singh; Will the War Secretary please state 

(a) whether any telegram by the widow of Lt Maghar Singh was sent to 

His Evcellency the Commander-in-Chief at the time of his visit to Kapurthala 
St.itc Dll llu Mth Decembei, dem.mdiug the ashes, K«in (iron bangle) and 

olhei ii>maiiia to he kept as unuvenirs, 

(b) whether the ashes or other articles demanded by the wjdow were sent 
to her, and 

(c) whether any reply to her telegram w'as sent, if not, wh\ not’ 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) Yes, Sir The telegram contained many requests all of 
which are receiving consideration. 

(b) No, Sir, some delay has occurred m tracing these articles as thi:> Subedar- 
Major responsible for their final disposal has left the service 

(o) An acknowledgment has now been sent, but I regret tiiat it was not sent 
until the Honourable Member brought the matter to notice and I am grateful to 
him for this 

Detention of Sjt Satyabanjan Baktjii 

67. *Mr. Basanka SeUiar Sanyal: Will the Honourable the Home Member bo 
pleased to state 

(. 1 ) the periled dmiiig wImlIi Sj S.ityur.iiiiau Uakshi, foinu*il\ editor of For- 
waiil Liberty, ete , has been, m detention, 

(b) the places in wdiich he has been detained and the period of detention m 
each such place; 

(c) hiB present condition of health setting forth the nature of his ailments 
and disclosing the approximate time when each such ailments were discovered; 

(d) the treatment which has been given to him for the ailments from which 
he has been suffering, 

(e) the medical reports that have been mode available to Government from 

time to time regarding the condition of his health; % 

(t) whether Government have considered the anxious representations made 
for hiH release on grounds of health; and 

(g) what the Government attitude at present is with regard to his bemg 
released on grounds of health? 

The BODOBraUs Sir John Thome: (a) Mr. Satyaranjan Bakshi was detained 

under the orders of the Central Government from the 14th March, 1942 to the 
14th January, 1946 I understand that he is at present detained under the orders 
of the Government of Bengal. 
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(b) After his arrest in Bengal, he was brought to the Delhi Fort on the 2lBt 
March, 1042 and kept there till the 29th June, 1042 when he was traiis 1 erred to 
the United Provinoes He was there kept first in the Central Prison at Bareilly 
and later in the Cential Tiison, Xaini Fioni Nairn he was tiansferied to the 
Presidency Jail, Calcutta, on the 10th November, 1946. 

(c) to (g). I can answer only lor the period when he was a Central Govern¬ 
ment prisoner During that time monthly reports of his state of health were 
received In Apiil-Ma>, 1941 he was foi tlie (list time lepurtdl tu he stiffoimg 
from occasional palpitation and insomnia and from anaemia. In June he was 
removed to the Civil Hospital at Allahabad and treated there up to the middle 
of July when he was discharged. 1 have no details cf the treatanent administer¬ 
ed. At the request of the Central Government he was examined by a Medioal 
Board who reported on the 26th July 1946 that his condition was not such as to 
make prognosis gni\c Tii DccomlK-i, 1045 aftiM his h.msfci ti) Hi ip'.il he was 
agam examined by a Medical Board who reported lhat he was <«iiffi'iing from 
heart trouble hut that his condition was not serious The question of his leleasp 
on grounds of health is now for the Government of Bengal to decide 

Excise Duty on Betelnuts 

68. *HaJi Abdus Sattar Haji Idiaq Seth: Will the Honoui.ihlc the Finance 
'Mombei be pleased to state 

(a) whether he has received representations from many parts of the country 
including Malabar pointing out that the excise duty on betelnuts has been a 
heavy burden on the cultivators and that the cultivators are running the plan¬ 
tations ,it It heavv loss .iiid consequenlly cutting down the trees. 

(b) that as this duty was introduced purely as a war measure, whether he 
proposes now to abolish it and thus give relief to the cultivator and 

(c) what steps he is t.iking to prevent the dumping into Tndm of the great 
quantity of betelnuts that is now lying in Malaya? 

The HonoaraUe Sir Aichlbald Bowlasdi: (a) Bepresentations have been 
received to the effect that the trade, instead of passing tiie excise on to the con¬ 
sumer, has tended to pass it back to the producer; but there has been little 
suggestion that producers may feel disposed to cut down trees and there is no 
evidence that this has taken, or is likely to take place 

(b) 1 cannot anticipate my budget proposals, but would point out lhat the 
tax was not introduced as a purely war-time measure 

(c) The Government is already mvestigatmg the position and keeping a watch 
on the market conditions with a view to taking necessary steps for the safe- 
warding of the internal market against a sudden fall in prices due to exceptional 
imports from abroad 

Release ov Requisitioned Accommodation in Bombay 

69. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangu: Will the War Secretary please state: 

(a) (i) the number of British military personnel, Officers and other ranks, 
and (ii) the number of civilian non-Indian personnel and displaced persons 
from countries in Europe and Asia, who came to India as refugees, 

(b) the numb!t*r of such personnel for whom houses and flats have been re- 
.qiiibitioned in the Bombay City and suburbs, 

(c) the number of houses, requisitioned by Military or Provincial Govern¬ 
ment authorities in the Bombay City and suburbs which are ocenpied by the 
'■61ass of persons in (a) above as on the Ist January, 1946; 

(d) when it is proposed to restore the houses back to their owners, and 

fe) if he proposes to issue instructions that any remaining persons in such 
requisitioned houses or flats should be removed to military camps or tents which 
might be available owing to the end of the war and the repatriation of Italian, 
Oerman and other prisoners of war from India? 
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Ifir. P. Hasoii: (a) (i) The nu^nbcr of militaiy personnel, offieeis find other 
ranks, in Bombay on the 1st December 1045, was 40,263 

(ii) This part of the question should have been addressed to the Secretary, 
Commonwealth Kelations Department 

(1)) and (o) It has not been pohsible m the time at iny disposal to ascertain 
the exact number of British military personnel for whom accommodation was 
requisitioned in Bombay, but T may ii^orm tlie Honourable Member that the 
total number of buildings requisitioned by the Military authorities ior purposes 
in Bombay was 412, of which 25 had been released by the let of January and 
orders for the release of another 40 have issued since. 

(d) Derequisitioning is proceeding as speedily as possible and it is anticipated 
that the majority of the requisitioned buildings will be restored by the end of 
1946 

(e) Instructions have already been issued that in order to release buildings 
{IS soon 08 possible, the fullest use should Iw made of suitable alternative military 
accommodation as it becomes available 

ORPTCEBS UNDER CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

70 *Sri M. Ananihasaysnam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state 

f.i) the total number of officers in the Impenul Secretariat in New Delhi and 
in all the attached and subordinate offices under their control throughout India 
as on the Ist January 1946, 

(b) how many of them are Europeans and how many of them are Indians, 

(c) how many both Europeans and Indians there wore on the Ist April 1930, 

(d) how many of these Europeans were obtained from England durmg the 
war and for what purposes; 

(e) how long it is proposed to retain their services in India under Govern¬ 
ment; and 

(f) if he proposes to place on the table a detailed statement showing the pay 
and allowances and any other benefits paid to each? 

The Hbaonrailile Sir John Thome: The collection of the information desir ed 
would be an enormous task, which I should not be justified in inflicting on the 
many Departments concerned. Some information was collected in 1944 about 
everts and special officers brought from abroad and appointed since the begin¬ 
ning of the war. I lay on the teble a statement containing the information. 
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Gold and Silvbb Phices 

71. *Sxi H. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will tiu* Honourable the Finance 
Member please state. 

(a) the present price per ounce of gold and silver m London, 

(b) the present price of the same m India (Bombay), 

(c) the reason for the difference in pnce and to whom the difference goes, 

(d) whether tlie llcserve Bank of India is the only authority which can 
import gold and silver from abroad and sell it to the market m India, and 
whether it is proposed to allow private imports of bullion direct, and 

(e) how far the Heserve Bank of India is guided in their purchase and sale 
of bullion by Ihi* Government of India or other authorities? 

The EononraUe Sir Aiehlbald Rowlands: (a) The present price of gold m. 
London is £8-12-3 per ounce and of silver 44d per ounce 

(b) The ready price of gold m Bombay on the SOth January, 1046 was 
Bs 94-4-0 per tola and of silver Re. 142-14-0 per 100 tolas. 

(c) The difference between the prices of gold and silver in India and those in 
London is accounted for by the fact that there are no free sales of these metals 
in the United Kmgdoin and by the various economic factors m India. As there 
is at present no free movement of gold and silver between India and London, i 
the latter part of this question does not arise 

(d) It IS not correct to say that the Reserve Bank of India is the only autho¬ 

rity which can import gold or silver from abroad The Reserve Bank of India 
is only the authority for issumg licences for the import of these metals and 
licences have been issued by that Bank for the import of gold and silver in con¬ 
sultation with Government and m accordance with their policy from time to 
tmn It i\ot be ui the public inUn . to tbsi lo'.i. wlietbei .uid I ^^bat 

extent it IS proposed to allow private imports of bullion 

(u) The Reserve Bunk of India makes no purchases of bullion on its own 
account The sales of bullion which have been made by it m the past have been 
either on account of the Government of India or on behalf of the Government of 
the U K or the Government of the U S A The role of the Reserve Bank of 

Indio has been merely that of a selling agent, and its operations have been in 

accordance with the policy of the authorities on whose behalf the sales wem 
made 

W A V *8 AND W \ C (I )s 

72, *Sri M. Anaathasayanam Ayyangar: Will the War Secretary please state 

(.i) if bis .lUention b.is been drawn to a lepoit m the IfimluHtnn-Times of 
the 14th November last, about the behaviour of certain WACs in Barrackpore 
or some such place near Calcutta, towards the Indian WACIs, a question about 
which was put and answered m the House of Commons, 

(b) the number of European and Anglo-Indian WACs in India as on the 1st 
January, 1946, and how many of them have been posted in Calcutta, Delhi, 
Bombay, Madras and other places; 

(c) the monthly salary paid to them, and whether it is chargeable to the 
Indian or British revenues, 

(il) the number of Indian WACIs in India, Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and 
other places showing the number of officers and other separately; 

(e) the monthly salary paid to the persons in (d) above for officers and others, 

(f) if the necessity for continuing the WACs and WACIs in India still exists; 
if so, what the detailed reasons ore; 

(g) the reasons,'* for not replacing such WACs and WACIs by the Indian 
trained Army male personnel from the various Army Training Centres; and 

(h) the duties these WACs and WACIs are called upon to perform both? 
during the war and now? 

ICr. P. Mason: (a) Yes, Sir The matter was investigated and the trufr 
facts published in a Press Note which appeared on the 16th December 1846. 

(b) The term W. A C is used of an American Corps. It is presumed the 
Ehinourable Member means the Auxiliary Territorial Service. 7%ese are all 
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European. There are 31 officers and 89 other ranks. The toUds are 60 officers 
and other ranks in Delhi, 26 in Calcutta, 6 in Jhansi and 10 elsewhere. 

(c) A statement showing the rates of pay is laid on the table. The expend!* 
ture 18 not wholly chargeable either to India or to His Majesty’s Goyemment. 
It IS allocated between the two Governments m accordance with the cost of the 
units or formations in which they are employed. 

(d) and (e) Statements givmg the number of Indian members of the 
WAC(I) by Commands and certam large Provmces, and the rates of pay admis¬ 
sible to them, are laid on the table. 

(f) and (g). The WAG(I) was raised in an attempt to relieve the serious 
manpower shortage which arose during the war. Although the situation is now 
not so critical as it was, the volume of work in Commands has not diminished 
as much as might be expected because of the demobilization, resettlement and 
the re-organization of the services to suit peace time conditions 

An India Army Order is however under issue, calling for volunteer clerks 
rendered surplus to the requirements of disbanding unite, for transfer to the 
Indian Army Corps of Clerks, with a view to replacing, jimong others, Auxiliary 
Tdrritoriol Service and WAC(I) personnel serving in clerical appointments, 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

SiaiUtnmt «n raplj/ to port (e) ahowing tho rate* of pay admuaible to A. T. 8, Peraomnol 

(i) OFFICERS 

Bs. 

Senior Ckmtroller 000 p. m. plus free bjard and 

Kidging at a coat not 
exoeeding Ba. 300 p m. 

Chief Cornmander . 030 p. to 

Senior Commander ... . ■ 720 p m 

Junior Commander . . . . 500 p. m "I moliuive of 

Subaltern ••.... 306 p m. > Japanese Cam* 

2nd/8ubaltern . . . * . 355 p. m. J paign pay. 

Staff/additional/oharge/oorpB pay is admissible at 2/3rds of the rates payable to male 
officers in the same appomtmont 

NJB .—Officers have to pay for their own board, lodging, furniture, etc'. 

(ii) AUXILIARIES 

Auxiliaries rates of pay, moludmg Japanese Campaign Pay, vary between Bs. 95 and 
Bs. 276 p ra according to rank and trade group. a 

2. In addition to the above rates of pay, war service increments "are admiasible to both 
officers and auxiliaries on completion of a minimum of 3 years war service. 

Statement in reply to part (d) 

IwOIANS BY CoMlCANOB (OrFIOBBS & AUXIMARIBS) 

Officers Auxiliaries 

Morthem Command > . . . • 11 312 

Southern Conunand . . • • * 23 1,140 

Eastern Command • • .11 404 

Central Command . . ... 36 1,013 

W. B I. N. ...... 63 280 

Air Wmg . . . 806 

144 4,106 


Officers AuxiHorios 




Army 

Navy 

Total 

Army 

Navy 

Total 

Bombay 


3 

20 

32 

631 

80 

611 

Madras • 


6 

7 

13 

141 

17 

168 

Caloutta • 


13 

5 

18 

218 

16 

233 

Delhi • 


12 

14 

26 

296 

28 

924 


Total 

34 

66 

89 

1,186 

140 

1,326 ' 








578 utaiSLATivE AssEMBLy [Txn Feb ld4& 


'SUUemtnt tho’dng the ratee of pay eadttMnq var eervie* inerommts Of membero of At WAO (I> 
•n aruwer to part (e). 

(i) OFFICERS 



Pay 

Servants 

allowance 

ifmGS 

term3 

Bombay 

Calcutta 

Allowance 

If employed Jap 
ex-India Camp. 
Ex Allowanoe Pay 

Field 

AUowanon 


Re 

Rs 

Re 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Senior Controller 

. 980 

30 

56 

60 


30 

Controller 

. 806 

30 

65 

60 


30 

Chief Commander . 

• 876 

30 

66 

60 


30 

Senior Commander 

• 380 

30 

35 

60 


30 

Junior Commander 

. 220 

30 

36 • 

40 

40 

30 

Subaltern 

. 176 

30 

36 

40 

40 

30 

2nd/Subaltem 

• 160 

30 

36 

40 

40 

30 


Sta<f/fMldition»l/chaiEe/oorpa pay is admissible at 2/3rd of the rate payable to mal» 
officers in the same appointments. 

(ii) AUXILIARIES * , 

They are enrolled as reoruits non-trodo at the rate of Rs 65 pm After a period of 
training extending over one ironth to four months they are olassifled as tradeswomen and ore 
then paid according to the rank of the appointment hold The rates of pay of tradeswomen 
vary between Us 5)6 and Rs 186 p. m exclusive of war service increments 

If employed ex-Indin they rccoivo ox-pnrtiation allowance at Rs 30 p m and Japanese 
Coinpmgn pay rnrigiiig between Rs 13 and Rs. 26 according to rank of employed in countries 
to tho east of India. 

(ill) In addition, both officers cuid auxiliaries, if no general service terms, which 
involves liability to servo at any station in India, ore provided with froo board and losing at 
Government expense. 

Mras'ng allowance is admissible to local service personnel at tho rate of Rs. 1 per diem t«> 
officers and Annus 12 per diem to auxiliaries 


Stattnunt tn aiuuer to part (A). 

List A bislow shows the trades m which WAC(l) auxiliaries were employed duiing the 
war—List B those in which they ana now employed 

u officers were and still are employed in WAC (I) administrative appointments, 

B U h appointments and on tho staff of Armv, Navy and RAK formations 

appointments include Signals officers, Personal Assistants, Mess Caterurs and 
Mess aecretarios, Officers to lun Officers Shops and DI Ds, Assistant to Matrons m 
1 M lie or U Al Us ind certain Education appointments 

WAlfs fA T S ) officers m India are employed as staff oifictirs, Intelligence officers, Signals 
instructors and WAC (I) OCTU/RTC Instructors 


« ^ ‘/‘V.‘J*’*®*' employed os switchboard opciators, storewomen. RAOC, Cli 

General Duties, Clerks Signals Intelligence Duties, Medical orderlies and Chiropidista 


Ciphei Clerks 
Cipher Operators 
Clerks General Duty. 

Clerks Provisioning 
Clerks Pay & Accounts. 
Clerks Others 

Confidential Book Correctors. 
Dispensers 

Dome Teacher Operators 
Dranghtswomeiv, 

Driver Mechaifics 
Driver Motor 
Electricians 
Rfinmment Assistant 
Pleet Mail Clerks. 

Issuers 

Kc* hoard OperstorsL 
Xd-hen Supervisors. 
Lshnratorv Assts 
M T Orderlies. 

Masseuses 

Psterers 
Mesa Sergeants 


List 'A'. 

Af odellers / Photographers, 

Operators Special W/L 

Operators Special W/T. 

Operators Switchboard 

Packers parachute, etc 

PloUers/Tellere 

Radiographers 

Recruits 

Stenographers 

Storewomen Hospital 

Storewomen RAOO/IAOC. 

Storewomen unspecified 

Non-Trade Tested Women. 

Telephoniste 

Teleprint Operators. 

Transfusion Orderlies 

Typists 

Unspecified. 

Ceneors 

Herka Non Trade Tested 
Rtdio Meehaiirs. 

Rt''rewomen Non-Trade Thsted 
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Ciphw ClMks. 

Cipbier Operators. 

Clarks Qeneral Duty. 

Clerks Provuionmg 
Clerka Pay & Accounts 
Clerks Others 

Confidential Book 'Correctors. 
Dispensers 

Dome Teacher Operators 
Draughtswomen. 

Driver Mechanics 
Driver Motor 
Electricians 
Equipmant Assistant 
Fleet Mail Clerks 
Issuers 

Keyboard Operators. 

Kitchen Supervisors 
Laboratory Assts. 

M T Orderlies. 

Masseuses 


Mess Caterers. 

Mess Sergeants. 

Modellers/ Photographers 

Operators Special W/Ij 

Operators Special W/T 

O^iators Switchboard 

Packers parachute, etc 

Plotters/Tellers 

Badiographers 

Recruits 

Stenogratihors 

Storewomuii Hospital 

Storewomen RAOC/TAOC 

Storewomen unspecified 

Non Trade Tested Women. 

Telephonists 

Telepnnt Operators 

Transfusion Orderlies 

Typists 

Unspecified 


CONVEBTIBIUTY OF FtKKI INO BALANCES 

73. *lfr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state whether the sterling balances are uoiivertihle in hard currencies as and 
when required by India, or whether the Government of India have accepted any 
limitation on such conversion imposed by II s MaJe‘^ty’s Government? If 
so, whnt 18 the limitation, and what is the understanding on this subject? 

(b) Have the llesorve Bank of India Board, at any time, refiresented to 
Government the desirability of not issuing any further notes and of not using 
the irinchincry for the issue of paper currency against sterling accumulating^ 
in the United Kingdom? If so, will Go\orntnent indicate the gist of such 
representation and place the detailed papers on the tab^e of the House’ 

(e) Has the lleserve Bank of India, through its Board or Managing Governor, 
made any rejiresentation to the Government of India \Mlh regard to th«. assets 
of the Tlescrve Bank aocumulatnig in the United Kingdom? If so, will Gov- 
eniment indiente the gist of such representations and place the detailed papers 
on the table of the House? 

The Hbiurarable Sir Archibald Rowlands: (a) As a voluntary partner in the- 
Empire Dollar Pool, India has reduced its demands on hard currencies to its 
minimum essential requirements. 

(b) and (c) Communications between Government and the Reserve Bank ol 
India are confidential 

VOLTTMB OF StEKMNO BaI ANCER 

74. *lCr. Mann Snbadar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state the volume of sterling balances on the nearest date, for which 
figures are available, of the stoppage of hostilities in the west, and the volume 
of sterling balances for the last date for which information is available? 

(b) How much of these balanees belong to the Government of India, and 
what is the reason for the conversion of the Government of India funds into 
sterling and their removal into the United Kingdom? 

(c) What is the reason for the increase of these balances after the stoppage 

of hostilities, and what steps have Government taken to prevent the growth 
of these balances? k 

fd) Has any proposal been made or received bv the Government of India 
with regard to the repayment of these balances? 

(e) Have anv negotiations been started, and has any commitment beei^ 
made bv the Government of India in this matter? 

The BononraHe Sir Aiehlbeld Bowlasds: fa) Bs. 13,94,26,28,000 on tho 
11th May 1046. Bs. 16.77.48.47.000 on the 26th January 1946 

(b) The- answer to the first part is none. Sir and therefore, the answer to the 
SBOond part Is also none. 
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(c) The factors which led to these did not cease with the end of hostiUtie^ 
The expenditure incurred in India on behalf of His Majesty’s Qoteznxneat ia 
being greatly curtailed, as a result partly of the decision to discmtinue from Ist 
April 1946 (except in respect of certain limited and agreed categories of storn) 

the use of India as a source of supply for His Majesty's Government’s demands 
and partly by the reduction m the strength of the Indian armed forces empk^ed 
overseas at Hia Majesty’s Government’s expense. 

(d) and (e) As the Honourable Member is aware, negotiations are pending 
between the two Governments with a view to discussions as to the treatment of 
these balances 

FoBMATioir or Miutaby Uiqts os- Swskpbbs for Service ik Burma 

75. *Sn B. Venhatasubba Beddiar: Will the War Secretary please state: 

(.») if Ills nttention lias lieon drawn to reports in the press about bhangts and 

swoeiicrs being reeiuited in the Indian Army and sent to Burma for service 
in Itangoou and other places m Burma as jiart of regular military units, 

(b) if he is aware of reports in the Indian press that requests of the 
Burma eivil authorities for sending Indian sweepers for service in Burma were 
turned down by the Commonwealth Relations Department of the Government 
of India, 

(c) if it is true that sweepers and other menials have been as a matter of 
fact, reeruitcd in the Indian Army and sent to Rangoon and other places in 
Burma for menial work, thus by passing the reported refusal of the Common* 
wealth Relations Department, 

(d) if the fuels are as stated in (c) above, whether the Commonwealth 
Relations Department was consulted before a decision was reached in the War 
Department, and, if not, why not; 

(c) whether the War Department are aware of the deep feeling m this 
•country ngaitist sending out Indians as sweepers and menials of foreign coun* 
tries—in anv capacity, military or otherwise, and 

(I) it the answer to (e) above is in the affirmative, what steps the War 
Department propose to take to respect that feeling^ 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) and (h) No, Sir 

(c) and (d) Indian Army units normally have their own sweepers sanctioned 
on their authorised establishments and these sweepers accompany their umts 
overseas along with other authorised ‘followers’. The question of consulting the 
Commonwealth Relations Department or by-passing the refusal of that Depart* 
meni to send out civilian Indian sweepers for service in Burma does not arise. 

(e) and (f) No, Sir, in so far as sending out of Indian sweepers as authorised 
follow'ers the Ind an Army is concerned The poliey regarding sending abroad 
of Indian sweepers m a civil capacity is the concern of the Commonwealth Rela¬ 
tions Department 

No ease has been brought to my notice of military sweepers being lent to any 
civilian organisation 

Cost of I N A. Trials 

76. *Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddiar: Will the War Secretary please state* 

(a) the cost of the i arious I N A trials held in the Delhi Red Fort or else¬ 
where from the time the decision to try these people was taken; 

(b) the cost of counsel for the prosecution and any assistants to such 
counsel. Army Officers or others, in the various trials, 

(c) the eost bringing witnesses for the prosecution or defence incurred 
by Government so far, and 

(d) the cost to the Indian Exchequer of the various I N A. camps through¬ 
out India? 

Mt. P. MaE(»i: (a), and (c) The octet of counsel incurred np to and 
including January 1946 is Rs 20,220 and that of the stenographers Bs. 6,ffi26. 
The Members of the Court and most of the witnesses were Military persons »nil 
almost all were brought by Service means of transport, which was ‘carrying other 
ipersons as well The extra cost of the trials on this account was therefore small; 
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to work out actuarially the proportionate cost would involve a great deal of 
work and would be of little practical value. 

(d) With the exception cf the Bahadurgarh camp all the other camps, which 
are being used for the 1 N.A , were already in existence. The expenditure on 
the Bahadurgarh camp together with the expenditure incurred on converting the 
other camps is estimated at approximately 7 lacs of rupees The question of 
the incidence of this expenditure is imder consideration. 

Indian and Anglo-Indian PERhONNEL in General Headquarters 

77. *Szi B. Venkatasubba Beddiar: Will the War Secretary please state: 

(a) the number of Aiig|p-lndian personnel of all ranks in the General Head 
Quarters (i) male, and (ii) female as on the Ist April, 1945 and us on the 
Ist April, 1930, before the war; 

(b) the number of Anglo-Indian steiio-typists employed ui the General Head 

Quarters at present, both male and female, and the scale of pay which la 
given to them, • 

(c) whether it is a fact that Indian stcno-t>pists with the same technical 
qualilications get less, 

(d) whether it is proposed to replace all Anglo-Indian steno-typists by 
Indian stcno-typists on lesser or equal scales of pay, and if not, why not; 

(e) whether there is any reason for preferring Anglo-Indian female steno- 

typists to Indian steno-typists such as are employed in other Branches of the 
Secretariat; • 

(f) whether he is aware of the common impression outside the General 
Head Quarters that female Anglo-Indian typists are employed on jobs which 
are not properly those of a steno-typist such as bringing tea to the officers 
to whom they are attached and such like jobs and that that is the reason why 
they are preferred to male steno-typists, and 

(g) whether he proposes to take steps to see that steno-typists for tho 
General Head Quarters are recruited hereafter on the same terms and condi¬ 
tions as those for other Departments of the Secretariat and by the samo 
authority, and if not, why not^ 

Mr. P. Masoa: (a) The number of Anglo-Indian personnel of all ranks 
(excluding officers) in GHQ, on the Ist of April, 1945 was 74 males and 71 
females, and on the Ist of Apnl, 1939, the figures were 9 males and 11 females. 

(b) The total number of stenographers at present employed in G H Q is 
267, of whom 251 are men—all Indians The following is the composition of the 
16 female stenographers' 

W A C (I)—13, of whom 7 are Anglo-Indians 

Civilians 3 of whom 1 is an Anglo-Indian The 7 Anglo-Indian W A C (I ) 
stenographers get their pay of i.ink pluit a short hind allowance, and the C’uihan 
gets paid in the scale of Its. 125 rising by increments to Bs 800 

(c) No, Sir All civilian stenographers are appointed in the same scale of 
pay, whether male or female, Indian, Anglo-Indian or European 

(d) As 7 of the 8 Anglo-Indian stenographers are members of the W A G. 
(I) they will, undoubtedly, be replaced by Indian male stenc^aphers on the 
terms and conditions of service applicable to stenographers m aU Departments of 
the Secretariat, as they waste ouii on being released from the Service But they 
will not be reduced on racial grounds 

(o) As supply will not meet the demand, the question of preference does nok 
arise We are still below establishment by 39 stenographers 

(f) This may be the impression outside G.H.Q but the facts do not bear ifi 
out. 

(g) The general terms and conditions of service are already the same. The 
normal recruiting authority (Home Department) are unable to meet demands. 
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Dbebntion or Sardul Sdigh Cavbbskab 
78. *]Ir. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to state 

(a) the period of detention of Sardul Smgh Caveeshar, the place or places 
in which he has been kept during such detention, and the period spent by him 
at each such place of detention, 

(b) the reasons for such detention; 

(c) how many times his case has been considered in connection with the 
question of release, and when it was last examined; 

(d) the result of the examination referred to in (c) above, and 

(e) the present state of his health? 

The Hbnourahle Sir John Thome: (a) Mr Sardul Singh Caveeshar has been 
in detention since 9th March 1942 He was kept in the Lahore Fort up to the 
11th October 1942 and thereafter m the Campbellpur Jail up to the 25th March 
1943 when he was transferred to the Jail at Dharamsala. 

(b) He was detained in order to prevent him from acting in a manner preju¬ 
dicial to the Defence of British India, the public safety, the mamtenance of 
public order and the efficient prosecution o£ the war 

(c) The six-monthly reviews prescribed by law have been carried out in 1944 
and 1945, but his case has been considered at other times also and is under 
consideration at present 

(d) At each of the periodical reviews the decision was to extend the deten¬ 
tion order. 

(c) The last report received was that his health is satisfactory except for 
occasional pain in the back 

Dbtbntion ov S. Nxbabjan Sdtoh Taiab 

79, ^Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state whether Sirdar Niranjan Smgh Talib, Editor and 
Proprietor, Punjabi Dailv Desk Darpan of Calcutta, was arrested and detained 
without trial under the orders of the Central Government? What was the 
reason for his arrest, and where and under what circumstances was he arrested? 

(b) Where was he kept during his detention and for how long? 

(o) Did he suffer from any ailments during his detention? If so, what are 
the details of the ailments’ 

(d) During the period of his detention, did Sardar Niranjan Smgh Talib 
make any representations to the Central Government about his medical treat¬ 
ment, and did he ever complain about the places (jails) where he was kept? 
If so, whnt are the details of the same? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: (a) Mr Niranjan Singh Talib was arrest¬ 
ed m the Punjab under the orders of the Punjab Government on the 6th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1942, and was detained under the orders of the Central Government on 
the llth February, 1942, with a view to preventing him from acting in a Tnunna r 
prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public safety, the maintenance of 
public order and the efficient prosecution of the war 

(bl He was detained up to the llth Otcober 1945 and was kept at the follow¬ 
ing places « 

Lahore For^from 6th February, 1942, to 20th June, 1942, then in various 
j'ails in the Punjab till llth October, 1945 

(e) He suffered from the following ailments during his detention • 

Chronic rhinitis, chionic gingivitis, caries of teeth; tartar deposit; dysentery; 
liver trouble, anaemia, dyspepsia; enlarged prostate; malaria; Hay fever. 

(d) On the 28th February 1944 while he was undergoing treatment at 
Lahore, he informed the Central Government that he considered Montgomery 
and Jhang to be unsuitable places for his detention. He did not complain about 
his medical treatment. 
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Bestbiotioks on S. liiaANf an Senoii Taue 

80. *7n]idtt TbBknr Dm BhaigM*: (a) WjU the Hoaourable the Home 
Member please s^te whetiier tiordar Niranjan Bmgb Tahb has been released V 1£ 
so, when? Are there any restrictions on His movements now? if so, what ure 
iihe restrietions? 

(b) Are Government aware that he is still aihng and that he is experienc¬ 
ing great difficulty in gettmg proper medical aid on account of the restnctioni 
put on him? 

(c) What happened to his Prmtmg Press and Daily Paper after his arrest? 

(d) Do Government pay any allowance to him or his family after his release 
when all the sources of hia income have by the action of Government been 
•dried up and he has been restricted in a place where he has no means to earn 
for himself and his family? 

(o) What objection, if any, do Government have to remove this restriction 
and allow him to resume his previous ]<rofcssion? 

The Honourable Sir J(dm Thome: (a) Mr Niranjan Singh Talib was released 
on the llih October, 1945 The Central Government have placed no restrictions 
An his movements but I am uiformed that he has hbCn extemed from British 
India by the Government of the Punjab. 

(b) 1 have no information except that ho has b»^ii permitted by the Govern¬ 
ment of the Punjab to reside temporarily at Amritsar since the 26th November, 
1945 

(c) I am informed that his paper ceased publication from the 2nd May 1942 
and that in 1944 his brother-in-law came to Calcutta, sold the press and left 
with the sale proceeds for delivery to Mr. Nirunjan Singh Talib's wife 

(d) The Government of India do not pay allowances to persons who are no 
longer detained or restricted under their orders 

(e) Does not arise 

Appeals fbom V G.O.’s re DBnnonONS 

81. *Bsbu Bam Narayan Sm^: (a) Has the attention of the War Secretary 
been drawn to the non-enforcoment, m the case of Indian personnel, •''f the 
statutory provision contained in the proviso to the Boyal Warrant dated 22nd 
February 1902 requiring that in every case in which a deduction has been 
made, and if the soldier so desires, the case shall be forwarded for the orders 
of the Secretary of State for India in Council, and is he aware that m no case 
the request of the soldier or Y G.O to forward the case to the Secretary of 
State has been acceded to? 

(b) Is he aware that almost every case of total stoppage or of partial deduc¬ 
tion or reduction has been disposed of by the Controller of Military Accounts 
(Pensions) and by General Headquarters without dealmg with the issues raised 
by a complainant? 

(c) Is he aware that appeals have been returned with reference to the 
previous disposal of the case as distinct from the fresh issues raised in the 
appeals or ^sh law relied upon by the complainant? 

(d) What action does he propose to take in cases referred to in (a), (b) and 
(o) above? 

Kr. F. Xaaon: (a), (b), (c) and (d) No, Sir, I am not aware of any cases 
of the nature referred to, but if the Honourable Member will gpve me specifio 
instances, I will have them examined. ^ 

• 

Pbofbssional Tax in Nasibabai) Cantonment 

'82. *Fmidit ICnkat Bfluuri Lai Bhargaya: (a) Is the War Secretary aware 
that the Cantonment Board authorities of Nasirabad have imposed a heayy 
Professional Tax on the residents? 

(b) Is it a fact that such tax does not exist anywhere else in India? 

(o) Is It also a faoC that in levying this tax a single person or firm is being 
taxed under mote tfian one heads vriiioh are oveP'Iapping? 
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(d) Are Government aware that there is a strong opposition to this tax by 
the residents of Nasirsbad? Are Government prepared to consider the advis¬ 
ability of instructing the Cantonment authorities to stop collection of this tax? 

Hr. P. Haaon: (a) and (b). As m many other cantonments, a professional 
tax has been in force in the Nasirabad Cantonment since the year 1910. The 
rates prevaihng at Nasirabad are not heavy compared wiUi those m other 
Cantonments. 

(c) Where any person carr.es on more than one trade, profession or calling, 
he pays the full tax for the one which carries the highest rate and half the tax 
in respect of the reniammg trades, professions or calling, subject to a maximum 
of its. 50 per annum. 

(d) The proposal was pubhshed locally, inviting- objections under section 
62(1) of the Cantonments Act, 1924, but none was received within the statutory 
period of thurty days prescribed by that section. The necessary notification 
imposing the tax was therefore pubhshed Certain representations against the 
imposition of the tax wore, however, subsequently received Government do 
not intend to instruct the Cantonment Board to stop the collection of this tax« 

Bklief to cuBTAiN Imuian Abmy Mkn pboskcijtbd in Criminal Courts 

83. *Babu Bam Naiayan Singh: (a) Will the War Secretary please refer to 
his reply to starred question No. 489 of the 22nd February, 1046, declaring that 
any person who joins His Majesty’s Indian Forces and becomes subject to Mili¬ 
tary law does not thereby cease to be subject to civil law of India and state the 
difference between the privilege that governed (i) Havaldar Gaun Shankar 
Sarma, referred to in that question to become triable by a civil court for an 
offence alleged to have been committed m respect of military stores from the 
Central Ordnance Depot, Delhi, while on “Active Service” and while such 
stores were alleged to be taken out under colour of Military duty and (ii) the 
personnel of the Indian National Army who for purely civil offences alleged to 
have been committed whole prisoners of war are being tried by court martial? 

(b) Does he propose to compensate such persons as in (a) who on discharge 
or without discharge have been tried by a criminal court as distmct from Court 
Martial? 

(o) Docs he propose to remit their pay in view of their agreement for the 
“duration of wSr” read with section 43 (n) (iu) Indian Army Act and section 44 
(6) of the Army Act? 

(d) Does he propose any other relief on the ground that the statutory obliga¬ 
tion to pay them during the war has not been honoured and the Indian soldier 
has been put to the unnecessary cost of prosecution in a criminal court as dis¬ 
tinct from a prosecution by Court Martial for a civil offence on “Active Service”? 

Hr. F. Haaon: (a) By joining His Majesty’s Forces a man subjects him¬ 
self to an additional legal code supenmposed on his normal rights and liabilities 
as a citizen If, therefore, he commits a civil offence, he becomes liable to the 
ordinary process of criminal law; Section 41 of the Indian Army Act, however 
provides that military personnel who commit a civil offence shall also be deemed 
to have committed a military offence and may be tried by a Court Martial It 
IS therefore a matter of discretion whether a man is tried by Civil or Military 
law 

(b) I am unable to see. Sir, how any question of compensation arises. 

(o) No question of remission of pay can arise since the persons oonoemed 
have been duly discharged in accordance with the provisions of the law 

(d) As regards the first part of the question—^No, Sir As regards the second 
pari—a person subject to Military Law who is tried in a Civil Court for a Civil 
offence is in exactly the same position as any other citizen. 

Hindi Pouot or All-India Radio 

84. *Setli Govliid Dm: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Liformatioa 
and Broadcasting be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that there 
is great discontent in the Hindi spedring public of this country over the preseni 
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language policy pursued by the AU-India Badio in broadcasting in the so-caUed 
Hindustani, which is highly Persianised? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member prepared to modify this policy to meet the 
demand of the Hindi speaking pubhc as voiced and put forth by the All-India 
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan? 

ae H^uraUe Sir Akbar Eydarl: (a) I am aware that there is discontent 
on thm subject among some sections of the Hindi-speaking public. 

(b) I recently summoned a small expert committee to advise me on thin 
subject consisting of (1) Dr Zakir Hussain, (2) Dr Tara Chand, (3) Nawab 
Siddiq All Khun, M L A , and (4) Hoiioiirable llai Bahadur Sn Narayan Mehta. 

I would refer the Hoiyaurable Member to the Press Note summarising the 
recommendations of this committee which I have accepted A copy of thi s 
Pres, Ncte is placed on the table of the House. 


Press you 

• 

At the invitation of the Hon'blo Sir Akbar Hydan. Mentber for Information & Broad* 
(asting, a Committee coneieting of the Ilon’ble Kai Bahadur Sn Narain Mahtha^ Member, 
Council of State, Nawab Siddiqne Ah Kban, M L A cntral), Dr Zakir Htteeain and 
Dr Tarachand, met on the 26th of January 1046 to advise the Government of India on 
the following questions 

(i) Should the Hinduetani news of All*India Radio continue to he broadcast in a 
common language or should it be broadcast separately in Hindi and Urdu 

(ii) If in a common language, what steps should be taken for the selection of voca¬ 
bulary which should be satisfactory and generally acceptable * 

(ill) What programme composition would achieve a fair representation bf Hindi and of 
Uidu m spoken-word itema other than news^ 


All the previouB discussions on the Hmdi-Urdu question which had taken place under 
official auspices, including the debates in the Legislature, were placed before the Committee 
and the difficulties that had arisen on account of the rival demands of the vanons sections 
of the people regarding the language of the Hindustani news bulletins and the composition 
of tho Hindustani programmee of All-India Radio were brought to their notice. 

2 So far as the language of tho Hinduetani news bulletins is concerned, it wai. pointed 
out to the Committee that during the last ten years or so the linguistic style of the 
Hindustani news bulletins had been fluctuating either from purely practical coneiderations 
or in response to the varying demands of the public The language of these bulletins was, 
therefore, to be regarded as an expenment whidi had been in progress for some years and 
the question for consideration now was whether this expenment ehould bo continued' and, 
o lines In this connection, AU-India Radio had compiled a Lexicon of about 

8,000 English words commonly used in nows, together with their Hindi and Urdu equivalents 
and suggestions for simple Hindustani synonyms, with the intention of circulating it to 
experts m the country for their comments on tho simple synonyms suggested The Lexicon 
was placed on the table 


® diBCussion, the Committee unanimously came to the conclusion that the 

^ language for news bulletins though not free from diffi¬ 

culties should not be giwn up without a further attempt at amvine at a eeneraUv 
Committee iScommendS 'that a sSSdmJ 
tfii be BBt up to advise the Director General, All India Rkdio on 

-..Id u. w. 

Urdu should continue to ibe broadcast^in enoken “ Hindi and items in 

was most desirable to help and lit to hinderihr P^g^afnies other than news as it 
•nd that the question of fm anS aS-nlic! „ ‘ dovrfopmont of the two langnagea 

referred to the Standing Advisor^ represontation, as &tween the two, sho^*^ 

detailed exaamatiS. ^ Committee mentioned above, as the matter w^ld iquirl 
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6 As for the composition of the Standing Advisory body, the Cwnmittw recom^d^ 
that It should consist of experts represenUting the Anjuman-e-Taraqqi-e-Urdu, the AH 
India Hindi Sahitya Saramelan and the Hindustani Prachar Sabha, with temporary members 
to bo co-opted by Director G«nera], All India Radio as and when the questions coming up 
before the Committee required it 

7 It was also suggested that as an auxiliary to the Lucknow Station of All India Radio, 
a studio should be installed at Allahabad where spoken-word items could be arranged for 
mcluBion in the programmes of the Lucknow Station as it was felt that, pendmg the instal¬ 
lation of more radio stations, this anangoment would enable the Lucknow Station to utilise 
the talent in the Eastern pait of the United Provinces, more adequately than it could at 
present, in view of the long distance involved 

8 The Government of India have decided to accept all the recommendations of the 
Committee Steps arc being taken to set up a Standing Advisory Committee on the 
lines suggested by the Committee, to ciiculate the All India Radio Lexicon to suitable 
experts in the country for eliciting opinion and to install an* auxiliari studio in Allahabad 
as early as possible 

Broadcasting Stations for Central Provinces and Berar 

86 . *Setli Ckivind Das: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Information 
and Broadcasting be pleased to state whether the Qovernment of India have 
approved of the installation of a Broadcasting Station at Nagpur? If so, does 
the Honqprable Member realise that the claims of the Hindi speaking population 
of the Central Provinces and Berar have been overlooked m spite of the fact that 
this population is far greater in number than the Marathi speaking population 
of the said Provinces, including Berar? 

fb) In view of these facts, do Government propose to cancel the permission 
and direct that the Broadcasting Station in question be constructed at Jubbul- 
pore or any other suitable place in Mahakoshal? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan: (a) The Government of India have not 
yet taken a decision 

(h) Tlio queslion doe*, not arise 

Extension or Service to Mr Bokhari of All-India Radio 

88 . *Seth Qovind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Information and 
Broadcasting be pleased to state if Government have given a further extension 
to Mr Bokhnri, Director General, All India Radio, and are they prepared to 
consider revision of their decision? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydan: First part^—Yes Second part—^No 
Direct' Broad Gauge IIailway Line between Nagpur and Jubbulpore 

87. *Seth Govind Das: (a) Will the Honourable Member for^lannmg and 
Development be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the two 
biggest uiul foremost towns in the Central Provinces and Berar, le , Nagpur 
and Jubbulpore are not connected by shortest Railway route? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member, prepared to consider the claims of the s aid 
Province in post-war planning and development to connect these towns by a 
broad gauge Railway, passing through Seoni as was contemplated and planned 
after the hrst world war of 1914 and is recommended by a committee set up by 
the Central Provinces Government which is earned on under Section 93 Gk)V- 
emment of India Act? 

The Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari: The reply will be given by the Honour¬ 
able Member for^ar Transport on the 22nd February, 1946 

r 

Traffic Control by Military Police in Central Provinces Cities 

88 . *Seth Ooviiid Das: (a) Will the War Secretary be pleased to state the 
reasons why the traffic control duties have been taken over by the Military 
Police at various places and particularly at Jubbulpore, Nagpur, Raipur, Bilas- 
pur and Seoni in my Province? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware of the discontent prevailing in the areas 
on account of the annoyance, hardships and humiliation osused to the vehicular 
traffic due to the enforcement of this measure? 
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(c) What does the word locality mean m the notification issued in this 
■connection? 

(d) Is the Honourable Member prepared to exempt the civilian traffic from 
the operation of the order and limit ihe authority of the Mihtary Police over 
Mihtary and Military Engineering Service traffic only? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) and (d) T would refer the Honourable Member to my 
speech m this House on the 4tli February 1046, on his adjournment motion on 
the subject 

(b) No Sir No complaints hine been received by the local authorities 
•either the Civil or Military 

(c) The notification was issued by the Provincial Government, as 1 have not 
seen a copy of it I am unable to comment on the meaning of the word “locality” 
need in it 


Recruitment to Indian Civil Service and Indian Police 

89. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Home Member be pleased 
*to lay on the table of the House a comprehensive statement regarding the 
future recruitment to the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Police, particularly 
indicating the arrangements that may have been adopted as a result of consulta¬ 
tions on this subject between the Secretary of State and the Governor General 
in Council on certain proposals of the former referred to by Sir Richard 
Tottenham in reply to a short notice question asked in this House on the subject 
on the 9th April 1945? 

The Honourable Sir John Thorne: T can give the information orally The 
consultations m question referred to recruitment to vacancies 'in the Indian 
Civil Service and the Indian Police reserved for men with war service The 
Recruitment Regulations and details of conditions of service are contained in 
the pamphlet ‘Civil Appointments in India and Burma’ which was published on 
1st June 1946, a copy is in the Library of the Legislature The Secretary of 
State has since decided that the reservation of vacancies in favour of men 
with war service should cease with the vacancies w'h ch accrued in 1045 

Recruitment to these war-reserved vacancies has begun but will take some 
time to complete owing to the large number of candidates 

Accounts iKaKOULARiTiES re Denial Measures in Bengal 

00. *Mr. K. 0. Heogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to refer to the debate that took place on the report of the Pubhc 
Accounts Committee in the Legislative Assembly on the 8th February, 1945, 
with reference to certain grave accounts irregularities connected with Denial 
measures in Bengal on which the Auditor-General had made strong comments, 
and make a statement whether any comprehensive report has been received from 
the Bengal Government on this subject since the said debate took place? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to place on the table all reports 
that may have been received by Government from the Government of Bengal 
and Audit authorities on this subject, subsequent to the 8th February 1945? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member bo pleased to refer to starred question 
No. 697 of the 7th March, 1945, and the reply thereto, and state the final result 
of the local audits on this subject referred to in the reply to part (a) of the said 
question? 

fd) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to lay on t.b^ table a summary 
of the final accounts referred to in the reply to part (d) of the said question? 

The Hononi^aUe Sir Archibald Rolands: (a) and (b) In pursuance of the 
recommendation made by the Public Accounts Committee in their Renort *on 
the accounts for 1942-48, the Auditor General presented to the Committee at 
its last session a comprehensive report on the expenditure on the ‘Denial 
Policy’ and other similar measures in Bengal This report, which is printed 
as Appendix X of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts 
of 1948-44, has been accepted by the Bengal Government as a fair presentation 
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ol the facts. In addition, the Government of Bengal presented a comprehensive 
report on this expenditure to the Government of India m June 1945. The view 
taken by the Public Accounts Committee of this matter will be found in para¬ 
graph 11 of its Report and paragraphs 115 to 117 of its Proceedings 

(c) The facts brought to the notice of the Auditor-General as a result of the 
local audits conducted m Bengal were taken cognizance of in the Auditor- 
General’s Memorandum referred to above 

(d) I have applied to the Bengal Government for these accounts and I will 
lay a summary of them on the table when they are received 

Pboobbss re Post-War Tndttstriai. Dbvxlofmert 

91. •!&. K. O. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member for Planning and Deve¬ 
lopment be pleased to make a statement indicating the progress made by the 
different ComTinttces and the Industrial Panels concerned with the question of 
post-war industrial development, and has any detailed plan yet been adopted by 
Government with regard to the establishment of any new industry, or expansion 
of any existing industry, rs a result of the activities of the said Committees and 
Panels’ ^ 

The HonouraUe Sir Aktaar Hydari: In answer to the first part of the ques¬ 
tion, I lay a statement on the table of the House 

The answer to the second part of the question is that while some plans are 
near completion none except the one for the expansion of the Cement Industry 
has yet been finalised 


" Statement ehotetng the -progrees made by Induatrud Paneit 

1 Cotton Textiles. Tho Planning Sub-Committee (Textiles) of the Textile 

Control Board, which has functioned as the Panel for 
drawing up a plan for the development of the Cotton 
Textile Industry, has submitted its report which hae 
been communic.ited to Provincial Qovemments for 
their comments 


2. Non-Ferrous Metal In¬ 
dustry. 

3 Sugar, Alcohol and 
Food Yeast 

4 Iron and Steel (Major) 
6 Heavy Chemicals 

6 Electro-Chumicals 

7 Bayon & Artificial Silk 


} 


8 

9 

10 

11 


Paper, Pulp and Wood 
Pulp 

Plastics and Celluloid 

Leather 

Glass 


12 Refractories and Ceramics 


13 Ready made Clothing 

14 Hosiery 
16 Wool 


Meetings of representatives of Provincial Governments 
iind major Indian States and their Industries Com¬ 
mittees will bo held thi» month to discuss draft 
reports embodying the provisional conclusions of the 
Panels 

These Panels have completed their deliberations and the 
drafting of the reports has been taken up 


These Panels have nearly completed their deliberations 
and the drafting of the reports will he t^en up 
shortly 


16 Fine Chemicals, Drugs 
and Pharmaceuticals 


17 Silk 

18 Coir, Rope, Cordage, et< 

19 Scientific Instruments 

20 Soaps Si Oils, * 

21 Paints & Varnishes 

22 Industrial Plant and 
Machinery 

w23 Prime Movers 

Automobiles and Tractors 
26 Electrical Machinery and 
Equipment , 

26 Machine Tools 
87 Bhip-Bnilding and Marine 
Engineering . 


J The deliberations of these Panels are in progress 

\ The factual d.ita to be placed before the Panels have 
J been collected. 

1 Questionnaires have been issued to manufacturers and 
> consumers as well as Industrial and Trade 
J and replies are being collated 





8TABBBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWBBS 689 

28 Light Engineering Indue- Factual data are being collected, 
tries 

29 Iron & Steel (Minor) Regional Sub-committees have been formed as this Pand 

deals with six induetriea which will be run partly as 
cottage industries, partly as small-scale and partly aa 
large-scale industries Questionnaires have also 
issued to various important firms, etc., and on receipt 
of their lephes, the Panel will examine the data and 
visit important factories in the country 


Imfobtahon of Consumbb Goods vis a vis Post-Wab Development 
92. ♦Mr. K. G. Keogy: Will the Honourable Member for Planning and Deve¬ 
lopment be pleased to refer to the second paragraph of his reply to part (c) of 
starred question No 123 of the 10th February 1945, and make a statement of 
the result of the consideration stated to have been given by his Department to 
the repercussions of the policy of importation of consumer goods on post-war 
development in respect of the different individual industries tliat may be affected 
thereby? 

s Tbe Eonourable Sir Akbar Hydsri: I mvite the attention of the Honourable 
Member to the notification on Open General Licence and to a jiress note dated 
the 22nd January 1946, issued by the Commerce Department, copies of which 
ore laid on the table of the House Articles not covered by thet-e notifications 
are subject to import control Before deeidmg which articles should be covered 
by Open General Licence and which subject to import control, careful considera¬ 
tion is given to the effect of the decision on the development of indigenous 
industry. 


Press Note 

IMPORT CONTROL AS AID TO INDUSTRIAL EFFORT 
SCOPE OP OPEN GENERAL LICENCE EXTENDED 
NOT TO INCLUDING COMPETING GOODS NOW 
With a view to aiding the industrial effort of the country, a new Open General Licence 
bas been published in a Gazette of India, Extraordinary,* dated January, 22, 1946, which 
extends decontrol of Imports to a number of important industrial requirements and makes 
It apfilicable to goods not onlv from the U K but also from most other parts of the 
Empire Inclusion of further items u. under consideration, but it is not at present intended 
■to relax control over imports of goods which are subject to special procurement programmes 
(such as foodstiilTs) or which are produced or manufactured in India m appreciable quan¬ 
tities 

Among the new items included in the Open General Licence are ball, roller and taper 
bearings, electrical instruments and accessories, chemicals in bulk (with some important er.tp- 
iions), woollen yam, printing and lithographic material, hosiery needles, optical, scientifio 
and surgical instruments, moulding powders and metallic ores 

The new Open General Licence replaces the e-suting Open General Licence No VII, 
which was originally issued in March 1945 and expanded in October 1945 and whidi 
it unnecessary for importers to obtain import licences for a wide range of consumer goods 
from the U K , mainly falling in Part IV of the Import Trade Control .'Schedule The 
scope of the revised Open General Licence has been widened so as to include various classes 
of industnal requirements falling in Parts II and V of tho Schedule, and it has been made 
appluablo to imports not only from the United Kingdom, but also from any part of His 
Majesty’s Dominions (excluding Canada and NcwfoundLind) any British Protectorate or 
Protcctnd niifl .snv territory in respect of which a mandate is being by His 

Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom or in a Dominion It will however, only 
cover imports of goods produced or manufactured in those temtones ' ^ 


'Commerce Department; 

New Delhi, January 21, 1946 


Beconditionino of Boats removed under ‘Denial Policy* in Bengal 
98. *111. K. 0. Heogy: Will the War Secretary be pleased to refer to starred 
•question No 368 of the 19th February, 1945, regarding the construction or recoiw 
ditionmg of boats removed from certain areas of Bengal under ‘Denial Policy’ 
snd restoration thereof to the persons concerned, and supply the information 
that was promised in reply thereto , bringing such information up-to-date? 

•Not printed in the Debates, copies have been placed in the Library of the Hbnss, 
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Kr. P. Kaaoii: (a) The total number of boats constructed and reconditioned 
k 2,000 and 4,288, respectively. 

Information in respect of the last part of the question is not yet available 

(b) The expenditure on reconditioning the boats which is approximately 
Bs 14,09,000, is debituble to “64-Miscellaneou8 connected with tlie war-expendi¬ 
ture on denial measures” 

(c) It IS impossible at this distance of time to obtain accurate figures of the 
persons who actually lost emjiloyment. The total amount paid upto-date on 
account of value of boats, compeiis ition for loss of earnings and other incidental 
charges is Bs 1,24,81,000, but the proportion of this amount directly attribut¬ 
able to compensation is not readily ascertainable 

Bubma Government Servants employed under Government of India 

94. *Baixada Hans Baj: Will the Honourable the Home Member please 
state 

(a) whether it is a fact that those evacuees who were the servants of th^ 
Government of Burma are not eligible for employment in India under the Gov¬ 
ernment in preference to Indians, 

(b) whether any such evacuees have been employed in offices and organisa¬ 
tions under the Central Government particularly the General Headquarters and 
the Medical Directorate, and 

(c) what steps, if any, have been taken to repatriate the Burma Government 
servants, if they arc not eligible for appointments under the Government in this 
country and if they are blocking the legitimate promotions of the inhabitants of 
this country? 

The Honourable Sir iTohn Thome: (a) No paiticular orders were passed about 
servants of the Government of Burma The position is that British subjects of 
Indian descent evacuated from any country within the Commonwealth were 
made eligible for appointment under the Central Government 

(b) Some evacuated Buima ()o\eniment servants were employed on a tem- 
poraiy ad hoc basis owing to the short.ige of staff Information as to the total 
number so emplovcd under the Central Government is not readily available, 
but only nine such persons were cinploycd m General Headquarters and the 
Medical D'rcctoratc 

(c) Tlie tioiernmeiit of Bujrnia are themselves taking steps to repatriate 
their servants 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Areca-Nut Cultivation in Malabar and South Kanaba 

9. Sti A. KBnuiaktrR Menon: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state. 

(a) the total area of arcca-nut cultivation in the two Districts of Malabar and 
South Kanara; 

(b) the rate ol excise duty collected from the above districts; 

(c) the total amount collected as excise duty for the years 1944-45 and 1945-46 
from the two districts; 

' (d) the average extent of holding in each district; 

(e) whether Government have made an enquiry about the cost of cultivating 
an acre of areca-nut garden m Malabar and South Kanara, if so, what it is; and 

(f) whether the system of flow irrigation or lift irrigation is prevalent in the 
Malabar District? 
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The BonofiuraUe Sir Azcbibald Bowlandg: (a), (o) and (d) 

Ana Excise duty 1945-46 (IJpto Avenge exten tt 

Districts aroca-nut collected, December of 

cultivation 1944-45 1945) holdings 

(a) (c) (d) 

(Acres) Rs. Rs. (Acres)i 

South Ksnara . 12,038 17,06,938 10,26,948 1 38 

ICalabar 61,535 14,37,436 11,72,124 0 50 

(b) 2 .mnas per lb 

(p) No, but 11 innrketing survpy is bcMiig curried out 

(f) Both lift and flow .irrigation arc practised in the Malabo. District 
Mabketimo of Areca-Nuts in Malabar and South Kanaba 

10. Sri A. Earunakara Meum: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) whether any steps have bee n taken to facilitate the m UKetiug of areca- 
•nuts in the two Districts of M.ilnbar and Spu‘1 Kan'mi, and 

(b) whether any scientific rebe.arch wa- undertaken at any time to benefit 
the growers? 

Tile Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlanda: fa) A complete survey of the 
betelnut industry has already begun with a view to organising the marketing 
of betelnut in order to secure the maximum benefit to the growers 

(b) A report has been prepared on the subject of the diseases of areca-nuts 
and the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research will consider this 
Imports of Areca-Nttts • 

11. Sri A. Karunakara Menon: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state 

(a) the extent of imports of areca-nuts into India and the home production 
in normal years, 

(b) the rate of duty levied on the imports, and 

(e) what relation the excise duty m India bears to the import duty on areca- 
nuts per 11) 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: (a) The average pre-war importR 
of aree.i-mits into India amounted to 1 7 millions ewls Dumig the war imports 
declined to an .iverage of 1,60,000 cwts 

It is exceedingly difficult to form an accurate estimate of normal home pro¬ 
duction but the average probably lies m the neighbourhood of 3 million cw'ts 


(b) 



Rate of Duty 


Effective rate of Duty 

Tariff vaIuo Standard, PVom 

From 

Prom 

From 

Pron? 

Description per cwt 

1 e , from Rntish 
foreign Colonies 

Burma 

foreign 

British 

Burma 




countries 

Colonies 




countries other than 



other than 




Burma 



Bum a 


1 

2 

3 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Rs. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Beteinnts (husked) 
Whole from 




per cwt. 

per cwt 

per cwt. 

Goa 

60 

54% 

ad tworem 


27 0 

• 


Whole from 







Ceylon 

53 

45% 

20% 


23'9 




ad tolorem ad valorem 




Split from 







Ceylon: 

(a) Mature . 

40 




18 0 


(b) Immature 

60 

.. 

... 


27-0 


All ether sorts 

40 

... 


21-6 

18 0 
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(c) Import duty vnries with different kinds nnd qualities of nuts. Speaking 
.generally, it is higher thnn the excise duty by from 64 per cent to 08 per cent, 
in the case of foreign nuts, and from 29 per cent, to 93 per cent, in the case 
of nuts from a British Colony other thnn Burma Imports from Burma are 
naa-exisdeiii or inAag 

Detention of S. Niranjan Singh Talib 

12. Mr. gMa^nica. Selduff Sanyal: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to state when and why Sirdar Niranjan Singh Tnlib, Editor and pro¬ 
prietor of the Punjabi Daily Deah-Darpan of Calcutta was arrested and how long 
he was kept in detention? 

(b) What are the places where he was kept while Jie was in such detention, 
giving the period of each such place of detention? 

(c) What was his weight at the time of arrest, nnd what was his weight when 
he was released? 

(d) What arc uhe ailments from which he suffered, and what was the treat¬ 
ment that he obtained? ' • 

(e) What are the complamts that ho made regarding his medical arrange¬ 
ments and regarding the unsuitabiliiy of the places where he was kept in deten¬ 
tion BO far as medical facilities are concerned? 

(f) What has happened to his paper and the printing press? 

(g) Have any restrictions been imposed upon him since his release from 
detention'* If so, what is the nature of such rcstnctions and the reason for the 
imposition of such restrictions? 

(h) Have Government considered the question of granting him allowances for 
the period after his release uptil now? 

The Honourable Sir John Thoms: (a) Mr Niranjan Singh Talib was arrest¬ 
ed on the 6tli February 1942 and was detained by order of the Central Govern¬ 
ment on the mil February 1942 with a view to preventing him from actmg in a 
manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public safety, the main¬ 
tenance of public order and the efficient prosecution of the war He was releas¬ 
ed on the llth October, 1945 

(b) He was kept 111 the Tjuhore Fort from the 6th February 1942 to the 20th 
June 1942, m the Central Jail, Montgomery, from the 2l8t Juno 1942 to the 
20th Deeeinher 1942, in the Central .Tail, Rawalpindi, from the 2l8t December 

1942 to the 12th May 1943, in the District Jail, Jhang, from the 13th May 

1943 to the 16th October 1943; in the Central Jail, Lahore, from the 17th 
October 1943 to the 21st June 1944, in the District Jail, Jhang, from the 
22nd June 1944 to the 13th October, 1944, in the Central Jail, Rawalpindi, 
from the 14th October 1944 to the 7th December 1944, and in the Now Sub-Jail, 
Giijrat, from the 8th December 1944 to the llth October 1945 

(c) His weight at the time of arrest was 154 lbs and at the time of release 
120 lbs 

(d) The various ailments from which he suffered from time to time during 
the period of his detention are 

Glmmic rhinitis, chionic gingivitis, canes of teeth, tartar deposit, dysentery; 
liver trouble, anaemia, dvspcpsia, enlarged prostate, malaria, hay fever 

Ho was treated in the jail hospital for ordinary ailments and by experts in 
the Mayo Hospital and the Punjab Dental Hospital at Lahore for chronic 
troubles. 

* (c) His complaints were that: 

(i) the allopathic treatment had proved ineffective in his case; 

(ii) the climate of Jhang was unsuitable for his health; and 

(ni) adequate arrangements for his medical treatment did not exist at Gujrat. 
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(f) I am informed that his paper ceased publication from the 2nd of May 
5942 An unsuccessful attempt was made in September, 1942 to revive its 
publication. Subsequently Mr Niranjan Singh Talib's brother-in-law came to 
Calcutta m 1944, sold the press and left with the sale proceeds for delivery to 
Mr Niranjan Singh Talib’s wife, 

(g) The Government of India have imposed no restrictions upon Mr Niranjan 
Singh Tahb since his release T am informed that the Punjab Government 
have oxtorned him from British India on the 12th October 1945 but have allow¬ 
ed liini to reside iempor.srily at Amritsar since the 26th November, 1945, 

(h) No 

Imported ^EN is certain Offices of A.7Mbr-Mfrwaba 

13. Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhargava; Will ihc Honoi.i'able the Home 
Member please lay on the table, a sta^.ment sho'ving apjiomt i nts given to 
persons inijiorted from jirovinct s outside Ajmer-Merwura m the Lepar+ments of 
Price Control, Bationmg, Law and riHforceiocn* KdiiCiition and Area Bationmg 
*11 Ajiner-Merwar.i during 1040 to lOl.'i*’ Will tioiomrient exi-l.iin why in each 
ease the appointment u.is given to a.i cutsider n « n*feren^e to local talent? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: 1 lay on the bible a statmni'nt giving the 
information asked for 

Men from outside the Province .are appointed only when suitably qualified 
local candidates are not available. 



LIST OB PERSONS RECRUITED FROM OUTSIDE IN AJMER-MERWARA DURING THE PERIOD FROM 1940 to 194§ 



Demonstrator, Govt College, Ajmer. 

Assistant Mistress, Govt. Central Girls Hi^b Sohool, Ajtxver, 




2 


ITzuted Provmoea . . . Area Batioaiog Authonfy. 

Pnojab .... Lower Diviuon derk. 
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Post-Wae Reconstructiok Officeb, Ajmbe-Mebwaba 

14. Pandit Mnkut Bihari Lai Bhargava: (a) Ts the Honourable the Home 
Member satisfied that the gentleman \ilio bus been appointed Post-War PeLon- 
struction Olheer for Ajiner-Mcruara possesses the special qualifications neces¬ 
sary for the highly teehnical work of Post War Reconstruction? 

(b) Will Goveinnient state whether a highly qualified person could not have 
been secured on the salary that is being given to the present incumbent, and 
why the appomtiiient was not made through the agency of the Federal Public 
Service Commission? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: fa) The Government are satisfied that 
the officer appointed is suitably qualified for w.bat is an administrative and 
not a teclinical jjost 

(b) Efforts were made but without success to obtain a suitably qualified 
officer bofoic the ])rosciil iiiciiiribent was recalled from another post The 
apjiointnient of tins olheer did not require consultartion with the Federal 
Public Service Corniqission 

PiinLir Skrvicr Commissioii fob Ajmkb-Merwaba 

15. Pandit Mukut Biharl Lai Bhargava: (a) Is the Honourable flic Home 
Member iiw’ure of the widely-felt complaint of the public in Ajmer-Merwara 
against favouritism and nepotism in the matter of appointments to Ooverninent 
Service? 

(b) Have Government evei considered the possibility and advantages of 
establishing a representative Public Service Commission in Ajmer-Merwara for 
recruiting to Provincial Set vices, so as to provide full facilities for local talent? 
If not, do Government propose to take up the question now? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: (a) Government are not aware of the 
existence of any such feeling. 

(b) The number of appointments to be made is too small to justifv the 
establishment of a separate Public Service Coinniisbion for Ajtner-Merwani 
Nor does the Government of India Act, 1986, contemplate the establishment 
of separate Public Service Commissions for Chief Commissioners' Province. 

Nkwspriet Quotas fob Newspafrbs 

16. Pandit Mukut Biharl Lai Bhargava: (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please lay on the table a statement showing (i) the newsprint quota 
given to papers newly started after 1942, (ii) the now’sprint quota given to 
newspapers that suspended publication in 1942 but reappeared subsequently, and 
(ill) the names of newspapers to whom newsprint quota w'as refused? 

(b) Are Government aware that newsprint quota was refused to the 
Rajasthan Kcsaii of Ahmedabad which suspended publication in 1942? If so, 
will Government state the reasons for such refusal and will Government now see 
that it IB given the required quota? 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: This question should have been addressed 
to the Honourable Member for Industries and Bupplies. 

SuPEBSBsaioN OP Cantonment Board, Nasirabad 

17. Pandil; Mukut Biharl Lai Bhargava: (a) Is the War Secretary aware that 
the Cantonment Board at Nasirabad has been superseded on account of War and 
all the powers are placed in the hands of the Executive Officer? 

(b) Is it a fact that a representation signed by a number of the citizens of 
Nasirabad has been addressed to the Secretary, Government of India, Defence 
Department complaining against the high handedness of the Executive Officer? 

(c) Now that the War is over, are Government contemplating restoration of 
the elected Cantonment Board? If so, when? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) The constitution of the Cantonment Board, Nasirabad, 
has been varied in anoordance with section 14 (1) of the Cantonnaents Act. 
1924 The Board now consists of the Officer Commanding the Station and 
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two nominated members. The Executive Officer is the Secretary of the 
Cantonment Board. 

tb) Yes, Sir. On enquiry the allegations were not substantiated. 

(c) Yes, Sir, we expect to hold elections before the autumn 
Water Scarcity in Nasirabad Cantonment 

18. Pandit Mukut Bihazi Lai Bhaxgava: (a) Is the War Secretary aware of 
the acute scarcity of water in Nasirabad and the great difficulties that are being 
experienced by the residents of the Cantonment area to get sufficient water for 
their daily use? 

(b) Is it a fact that most of the water of the Nasirabad Water Supply is taken 
for the use of the Militaiy stationed there and the residents are doled out only 
a very small portion? 

(o) Do UovL'iniiient propose to take steps to relieve the residents of Nasirabad 
by ensuring an adequate supply of water for them before the hot season starts? 

Mr. P. Mason: (a) Yes, Sir The supply has to be supplemented by well 
water both for Civilians and the Military. 

(b) The supply of water is restrioted for the military as well as the civil 

po^u .ilHi’ , .1 (Mou^li <lu' loimei nur pii n1> * 

(c) Measures for improving the sujiply of water arc nlread% under the con¬ 
sideration of the local authorities Substantial improvetnenl in Ihe supply 
situation m (he near future will, however, be difficult, ns the rainfall on which 
the water supply m the Cantonment depends has been below average recently 


Sri T. A. Bamalingam Obettlar: Sir, before you take up oilier business, 
may I dr,iv\ your attention to the fact that then* are a \erv large 

*^‘*°*^ jiiinihei of questions down for answer but we liave been lible to get 
thioii.Ii only .uAiiall imniber and foi llie replies to tJie others wo do not know’ 
whut they arc 1 do not know when they are going to he replied or if they are 
roplteil 1 1 at all 

Mr Freddent: l see the difficulty But 1 might lusfc suggest that a num¬ 
ber of questioiiH which arc put down as starred questions might as well go as 
uiistarred ones that is one wav of doing it Then, members themselves are 
giving the dates That is another And except in the case of questions 
W'hich .ne of importance, the supplcmentaries may be shortened That is the 
only way of getting through the list 

Sri T. A. Ramallngam Ohettiar: May I also suggest that as in some of the 
Jhovmcinl A‘<-eniblies, the aiisW(“s to these questions niai he placed on the 
table of the irienibeit, a few nunuies before the meeting, so that they mav be 
gone through, and tlij siiptileinenlnnes may be regulated aeeonling to the needs 
of the dav 

Mr. president: T m ght inform the Honourable Member that I was myself 
thinking of this pnicedure w'hich was being followed in the Bombay Assembly 
{An Hnnniiiable Member Tn Madras also) There, the questions were circu¬ 
lated the previous day and the answers were placed on the table of the mem- 
berh about an hour before tlio question hour, and the Honourable Member 
piittmg the question used to say “Question No so and so,” and the Honour- 
ab’e Minister would replv “As printed” Then supplemcntanes began Bub 
thk^ is a matter in which, I do not think, I can exercise my discretion If 
the House so desires, then it is prineipallv for them to devise some wavs and 
means T have suggested one way and I do not know whether it is acceptable 
to thti House Anyway the matter will bo considered later orx. 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

\PimiCATTON FOR DOI.LAR EXCHANGE 

Mt. Manu Subedar: (a) What are the instructions of the Honourable the * 
Finance Member to the Reserve Bank of India m dealing with applications 
for dollars? 

(b'l On what basis is priority given as between (i) consumer goods, (ii) 
capital goods, (iii) travelling expenses, (iv) study expenses, and (v) expenses 
in connection with American technical advisers brought to this country? 
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(o) What is the percentage ot rejections in such applications made? 

(d) Is it a fact that applications are held up pending for mcMiths at a time, 
and businessmen and mdustriahsts approaching the lleserve Bank for dollar 
exchange for legitimate purposes are kept hanging? 

(e) Will Government state their policy on this questKBi generally and give 
an assurance that the position will be made easier hereafter? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Bowlands: (a) and (b) Dollar exchange is 
granted only if (i) the expenditure of dollars is essential in the national interests 
and (ilj subject to certain exceptions, the goods, services or other facilities to 
be purchased are not available In the sterung area. As all applications which 
fulfil these two conditions are granted the question of priorities between vanous 
classes of expenditure does not arise 

(o) I regret it is not possible to ascertain this mformation without a dis¬ 
proportionate expenditure of time and labour 

(dj Not as a general rule Individual applicatious might have been sub¬ 
jected to delay at tunes on account of the necessity for obtaining fuller in¬ 
formation 

(e) The policy has been stated m answer to part (aV the easing of the 
position will depend on the increasing availability of doliacrs 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know, with regard to those articles or services 
which could not be secured in sterling areas, when applications are made by 
vari( us people, what is the method of soiting out those applications? Are 
any preferences or pnonties given and is any discrimination made or have 
vio^ornment fixed any particular propottioii by provinces or by trade or in 
ccHam othlfer wavs? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: There is no discrimiiurtion as be¬ 
tween class and class Obviouslv this is a question of judgment in mdividual 
cases as to whothor, in the judgment of the department or the province con¬ 
cerned, it IS essential to obtain, in the mterests of general polio>, the articles 
sough f to be obtained ui the hard currency areir 

Mr. Manu Subedar: is this judgment exercised by the lleserve Bunk 
authorities or is it exercised by any section of the Honourable Finance Mem¬ 
ber's Department here? 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: It is not exercised sole.y by the 
Fiiiriiice Department The Commerce Department, the Planning and Deve- 
Jopuicni, the iiidustricb and Civil Supplies Departments oi the Supply De- 
ji.utitienl will be conseLled acioiduig t > the commodities sou;.,ht to be inipurtud 

Cllfc.CKl\(. UP OK DkcI-AKATHKN VMl CASH OK SCIIEDULBD BaNKS 
Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
state wliotlicr, in connection with Ordinance No II, dated the 12th January, 
1940, the lleserve Bunk of India checked up the detlarations of all the 
Scheduled Banks and their branches? 

(b) Is it <r fact that the lleserve Bank used disunniination against Indian 
Banks by checking up their deolaratioua and cash, but did not take such 
action with regard to (i) Exchange Banks, and (ii) the imperial Bank of India'? 

(e) What was the object of such checking up, and what was the object 
of such discrimination 

(d) Have any dibcrupancies been found between the declared cash and 
the actual casb^ If so, m the case of which baiiksi'^ 

The Honourable Sir Archibald Rowlands: (a) and (b) I understand that the 
Beserve Bank of Indiaj Bombay, received numerous returns from scheduled 
j banks and other banks established all over the country and it has not been 
possible to check up all such letiims with the figures shown in the books of 
the banks Under the orders of the Government of India instructions were, 
however, issued by the Reserve Bank of India to their Managers to inspect 
at their centres the books of all banks whose declared balances exceeded 
Bs 10 lakhs and others where they had reasons to believe that the returns 
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miglit not have been prepared in conformity with the requirements d the 
Ordinance. No discrimination in this regard was made between the Indiain 
Banks and the Exchange Banks. In fact several Exchange Banks were in¬ 
spected in Bombay and other centres. The Imperial Bank of India were 
exempted from this inspection being the statutory agents of the Beserve Bank 
of India. 

(c) The object of checking up the returns was to ensure that the require¬ 
ments of the Ordinance bad been duly complied with and no means were 
omployed to circumvent the provisions of the Ordinance. 

(d) From the reports received so far by the Beserve Bank of India from 
its uflices I understand that no discrepancies have been detected between the 
notes declared by banks, and those shown in their books though it was found 
that in certain cases the balances of high denomination notes as on the 11th 
-January 1946 were unusually high as compared to their normal holdings* 
These cases are being examined by the Ileseive Bank and will be reported 
to the Control Government in due course 

Mr. ICanu Subedar: This 1 mib of ten lokhs whipb was fixed u. an arbitrary 
limit May I know whether in effect a very much smaller u umber of exchange 
banks got inspected under this arbitiaiy limit? 

The Honourable Sir Aidhibald Sowlands: 1 have no particular information 
about the proportion of banks compared to the total number of banks. The 
limit was not rigidly applied 


AtOTlONS FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Point of Ordei lo AdmisHthiltty of Adjournment Motions of Absentee Members 

Hr President: We have now to deal with the adjournment motions The 
firht one sbinds in tlio luune of Div'.m Cb.imnn Lull, about tlie imrninem e 
of n general strike in the Posts and Telegraphs Department in pursuance of 
the derisions taken by certain unions 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi General) We have reaehod only No 80 so far, Sir. 

Mr. President: No 82 was discussed last tune 

Sjt, N. V. QadgU (Bomba,\ Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural), 
'i'heic 18 a similar notice given by me. which is coming later on so this may 
be held over and we will move the other one 

Mr. President: As tlio Honourable Member, Diwon Chainan Lall, is not 
present, Chis motion goes A point of order was, raised as to whether leave 
can be granted foi inoviiig au adjournment motion if the member giving notice 
is fibseiit 

When a motion of adjournment standing in the name of Sardar Mangal 
Singh was called on on 30th January 1946, the Honourable Member was not 
present and a iioint of order was raised as to whethei the motion could be 
taken up foi guint of leave, notwithstanding the absence of the Member who 
iia<l tabled the adjourii\neiit motion 1 had then stated that I would consider 
the point and give my ruling The same point was again raised on 4th 
Fabiuary 1946 in couueotion wiUi a similar motion standing in the name of 
Pandit Gbvkid Malaviya. 

It was argued, on the wording of Standing Oiders 2^ and 23, that the 
Member’s presence was not necessary .it the stage ot unmt of leave, though 
it was necessary at the time the adjournment motion was actually to be moved 
in the House The opposite view was also urged upon the said Standing 
Ordei'b read with Standing Order 22 ^ 

The decision turns upon a proper interpretation of Standing Orders 21, 22 
and 23 Standing Order 21 lays down the time of asking leave for motion 
of adjournment It does not specifically mention as to who is to ask the leave, 
but Standing Order 22 makes it clear that the person who asks for leave must 
be the Member who has given notice of the motion and no other. 
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Standing Orders 21, 22 and 23 all deal with the subjoft of adjournment 
motions and the various stages thereof. They have to be read tc^ether as 
they deal with one entire subject which is divided for the sake of clarity into 
three parts The first stage in the Bnuse is the time of asking leave and 
that is provided for by Standmg Order 21. Standmg Order 22 provides the 
condition precedent on which leave to make a motion can be asked for in the 
House It states that the Member asking for leave must leave with the 
Si'llet.iry a wulti'ii ht.itjiiu'iit ot llie inutlei piojioscd to bo discussed Theie- 
fore, though Standing Order 21 does not mention as to who is to ask the leave, 
it IS deal from Stnndnig Order 22 that the c.nly person who can ask for leave is 
the person who has loft with Ihe Secretary a written statement of the matter 
proposed to be discussed Some further eonditions in this respect are laid down 
by llule 11 (2), but they are not relevant for the present purpose Standing 
Onlers 21 and 22 thus make it clear that the Member who has left w'lth tli • 
Secretary a written statement on the matter can alone ask for leave 

Standing Order 21 is peremptory and says that leave “must be asked for” 
and then follows Standing •Oidci 23 which gives the procedure to be followed 
Obviously, this is the pioeodura after leave is asked for The Member, therc- 
foie, must be present at the tune of .iskmg the leave as also at the time of 
grant or refusal of leave Standing Older 23 makes it very clear It men¬ 
tions the words “the nieinbei “ at two places If Standing Older 23 had 
stood bv itself, without Standing Order 21 and 22. it could possibly bo argued, 
as was done, that the words “the member” occuiring for the first tunc may 
or may not bo the Member who had given notice but the matter is chirified 
by the last senjtcnee of Stfmding Order 2.3 which says 

"If lean than twenty ll^o meuiheis iiae, ihe President shall mfoim lira Membei th.it ho 
has not the leave ot thu A'<senihl\ ” 

When and whore is the Piosident to inform the Member, if he were absent 
from the House? Could it bo contended that a duty is cast upon the President 
to find nut the whereabouts of the absent Member and inform him about the 
refus.il of iGiivo at Ihe place where the Membei is^ How is tho President to 
discharge this duty if the Member was absent? Obviously, therefore, it 
mean!- that Standing Oidci 23 contemplates that tho Member is present m 
the House when the President reads the statement of the motion to the 
Asspinblv and asks wlicihci ho h.is flu* tc.iM* of the \.ssi rnblv tn ino\i> t’le 
adjournment The position is made ciystal clear by Standing Order 22 which 
recognizes no other IMomber but the Member who gave notice as competent 
to ask for leave and by Standing Order 21 which makes it compulsory to ask 
for leave 

Tn the light of w'hnt I have said above, it becomes unnecessary to consider 
the analogy of questions or of resolutions As the analogies were raised, it 
may, however, be not out of place to mention that in the ci*se of questions, 
answ'crs can be given even when the Member is absent, at the request of any 
other Member (virJe Standing Older 10), and in Ihe eas(> of resoliifioiis, thev 
can be moved if the absent Member has given written authority to another 
^teiliber to move the resolution (vide Standing Onler 01) 

Absence of any such provision enabling absent Member to authorize any 
other Member to ask for leave to move an adjournment motion as in the ease 
of ordinarv lesnlutioiis as also the absence of any provision authorizing the 
President to put tlvj question of leave to the House in the absence of the 
Member, on the analogv of the President's discretion to direct an answer to 
a question as provided for bv Standing Order 19, also go to show that leave 
for an adjournment motion nannot be asked for by any person other than the 
Membei who has given notice of the same and that, that Member and that 
Member alone has to remain present and ask for leave 

The reason for this difference in respect of questions and resolutions on 
the one hand and adjournment motions on the other is also very clear An 
adjournment motion is not part of the business of the House for the day, but 
is a method of introducing a new matter, outside the order of the day, on the 
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grouud of the urgency and importance of the matter sought to be introduced. 
It would, therefore, be naturally expected that the Member seeking such 
deviation must remain present not only m token of the urgency and import¬ 
ance of the matter but wso to ask for leave and explain to the House, if neoes- 
surv, the importance and urgency of the same. 

In my opinion, therefore, it is clear that leave for an adjournment motion 
cannot be asked for by any Member other than the Member who has pven 
notice of the motion 

Apart from wliut I liave ‘.ml befoio, 1 find that tlie praidiee in the House 
of Commons is the same Under their Standing Order No 8 it is the Mem¬ 
ber who submits to the Speaker in advance the terms in writing of the motion, 
and who is to ii'.e to obtain the 'eiive of the House 

It was btnted during the* course of arguments that it was the practice of 
this lloiiho to grant leave even if the Member who gives notice was absent 
and lli.it the motion for leave need not be made b> that Member T do not 
find inv siippo.t toi sm li pi.ictici* in the ptc‘\ioiis i 'fonK o^ dei isions fioin 
the Chair 

It IS, however, possible to visualize circumstances in which a Member 
who has given notice of a motion for adjournnient inav not be able to remain 
piesent to ask for leave Such cases will of courst' occur rarely and under 
exceutional circumstances If the House so desire, it may amend the Stand¬ 
ing Orders and provide that a Member giving noliee of an adjoiirnmerit mol ion 
inav he permitted to authorize another Member to ask for leave on his behalf, 
hut till such amendment m made, the proeedure will he as ruled above by me 


KkfUSAI. of LhXM' 'Id hMl'IOVI hS IN < hUTAIN J)M*AnXME.N'r» OF TIIK OoVERNMENT li¥ 
fNinV TO J*1!(KM-D TO SlML\ TO C’A-1’ VOrhS IN Tllh Pl'NJVU ASSEMBLY ELEC¬ 
TIONS 

Mr. President: The next udjouiimient motiou (No 84) is m the name of 
Syeci Oliulum ]3hik Nuirung who wishes to adjourn the business of the House 
to discuss a definite inattei of uigeni pubhc importance, namely, 

“Tho lefusal of tho Goveiiimoiil of India in itt> Derailments of Liiboui, Kducnliou .ind 
FinaiiLu and lliu Geiuial llcMd(|u<iiUi.> lo Icuvc to its unplo^ecs who die lecorded M 

Simla voters for the Punjab Lcgisldtivo Assembly fer piocceding to Simla to i.ist tlioir 
votes in the Punjab Legislatno Assembly elections which aie to commence on the Ist of 
Febiuary 1946 ” 

1 sliould like to know the position 

Syed CUiulam Bhlk Nairang (East Punjab Muhammadan) I gave notice 
of my intention to move this adjournment motion on news appearing to that 
effect 111 the papois and later on 1 discussed this subject with the Honourable 
the Home Memher He gave me eertam particulars which, showed that any 
applications that had boeu mudo to the Departments concerned for leave to 
proceed to Simla to vote had been granted and there had been none which 
had been refused Sc on that assurance of the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
her 1 decided not to press this matter 


Prosecution of persons in Punjab under Section 196, Cu I* Code 

Mr. Freffident: The next adjournment motion (No. 86) is ih the name of 
Mr Abdur Ilahman Siddiqi who wishes to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, 

‘‘The failure of the Government of India in not taking action against the orders issued 
by the Government of the Punjab empowering District Magistrates, under Section 196 of • 
tho Ciiminal Procedure Code to sanction prosecution of persons invoking divine displea¬ 
sure if their votes in the coming elections were not cast to a certain manner thereby inter¬ 
fering with the religions belief of Muslima guaranteed to them in the proclamation uf~ 
Queen Victoria m 1858” 

Ihis has been disallowed by the Governor General. 
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Mr. M. All: I want to say just one word We have heard during the 
last three or four days, or rather during the last week or 10 days over and 
• over again that the Govemesr General has disavowed this or that motion. 
May 1 know whether the Governor General, before disallowing these motions 
-consults you in any way? 

Mr. President: Consults the Chair’ Tt is entirely his province There 
IS no consultation There cannot be, 

Mr M. All ! It IS entirely your piovince. Sir, even if it is disallowed to 

allow tho House to discuss it. 

Mr. President: 1 am afraid the whole constitution will have to be revised 
and new rules will have to be framed. 

Mr. M. Asal All: I am throwing out a suggeslion 

Prof. W. O. Ranga (Guntur i*i*m Nellorc Son-Muhaniin.id.in Uiii.il) Is it 
'necessary for the Governor General to state reasons for his refusal? 

Mr. President: Tho reason is that this matter is not the primary concern 
•of this House. , • 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Is thart stated? 

Mr President: Yes. 

StUIKIJ of SrUDENTs’ OF S^hLlU Poi YThCHMC 
Mr. President: Thu next adjournment motion (No 86) is in the name of 
Diwan Charaan Lall who wishes to discuss a matter of urgent public import- 
■ance of recent origin, namely: 

‘The strike of 758 stuilcnls of the Delhi Polytechnic” 

Shri Satya Marayan Sinha: (Dharbhanga cum Saran Non-Muhammadan), 
licfoie giving your ruling, I wish to say that 1 had a talk witli the Leader of 
tho House May 1 request either of those members to make a 

Etuteniont on this before you give your ruhng 

Mr. M. Asal Ali: If 1 may remmd you that when this motion came up 
last i think .i notice of it was given by Saidar Maug.il fcJmgh—some dis¬ 
cussion oubued and Sir John Sargent made a statement and my honourable 
fiicMid, Sri Praka.sa said that negotiations were going on between Sir John 
Sin gent and liinibolf and that Mr Sri Frakasa himself was negotiating on be- 
Ii.ilf cf the Polytechnic Institute and it was suggested that in view of the 
delic'iitu nature of these negotiations it would be better if the adjournment 
motion was held over, and it was postponed jpeuding the negotiations that 
were going on \Vc should like to know what has happened to these nego¬ 
tiations before we can soy one thmg or another about the subject 

Mr. Prssideiit: 1 will just correct a slight misstatement in what the 
Honourable Mcmbci lias said We had before the House the motion, I be¬ 
lieve No 70, biandiiig in the nnnie of the Honourable Member, S.iidttr Mangul 
Singh 'rhen it was that 1 remarked that a similar motion is also coming 
later on and we held over No 70 just with a view to see that, by any dis- 
cusbion in this House a position is not created which would mterfere with a 
peaceful settlement of the situation That is how it was held over 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau* Indian. Com- 
ineiee) May I bring to vour notice that on my prompting my friend Chaman 
Jj.ill got up and vou said you would permit either party to move this motion 
Mr. M. Asaf Ali: The point is that Sardar Mangal Singh’s motion, after 
hav’ng been admitted, w.is held over to await the result of these negotiations. 
'The motion still stands It still stands and it should bo called up at 4 o'clock 
unless we know something about the result of the negotiations which may 
satisfy the House that the result of the negotiations is reasonable 

The Honourable Sir Edvard Benthall (Leader of the House): I suggest, 
Sir, that if the records .ire searched 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is committing a slight mistake. 
The iiiotion was not udnntted The question for leave came up I read the 
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inoMon Before admittiug it, this point of postponing it in the interests of a 
settlement arose and therefore the whole matter was held over. One thing 
could be said that if that martter was held over by common consensus of 
opinion in the House or by the Chair, it would not "be fair to the Honourable 
Bardar Mangal Singh that it should- not be again postponed till such time as 
he is able to remain present in the House. I do not find him in the House 
today. 

Mr. M. Aaat All: Sardar Mangal Suigh could not anticipate the coming 
up of this motion today, and as you have suggested, it would be perfectly fair 
if this motion was held over for say. another day, pending a report of the 
result of these negotiations We do not know what has happened in the 
meantime 

Mr. President: What is it, that Mr Sinha wamts to say? 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: 1 have given notice of a similar motion 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I may respectfully say that you 
harve just ruled that if an Honourable Member is not m hig place ^e adjourn¬ 
ment motion will not bo moved Neither of the two members is in his place. 
There is however unoiher motion by Mr S.itya N irayan Sin'ia on the sumo 
subject which will come up later. 

Mr. M. Aaal Ali: 1 object to what the Leader of the House has said foi 
the reason that according to your ruluig a member who gives notice of on 
■odjournuieut motion—and mind you Sir, this ruling hag been given today— 
may or may not be in the House at the time its admissibiLty is bemg con¬ 
sidered 'ilie oiigmai position was different when you suggested that this 
purticu.ar motion should be held over, pending the discussions‘that were going 
on between Sir John Saigent and Sn Prakasa We must know something 
about the result of these negotiations before the question of the adjournment 
motion can come up ogam. 

Shii Sn Prakasa (Jlcnnies and Goiakhpui Divisions Xon-Muhammadan 
Ruralj You have also said that the special circumstances of each case will 
he tdken into consideration These are special circumstances here which 
must be cousidered. 

Mr. President: My lulmg is very clear on the point Tf a Membei is ul)-»--jat 
no other can ask for leave to move the adjournment motion. That is veiy clear. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ah: From today I 

Mr President: From today And if I have come to the conclusion today. 
It should be letiospoctive a.so in application But that is a different matter. 
The leal point of difficulty which 1 feel, on account of the absence of Mangai 
Biiigh IS, that, on the day that he was present to ask for leave, he was m- 
duced into a couise of conduct of postponing the takmg up of the considera¬ 
tion ol that motion on the assumption that it would be taken up along with 
this motion and 1 suggested the course of postponement just to give some 
time to see that the negotiations proceeded peacefully without the interference 
of any heat or aiguments in the debate. Sardar Mangal Singh could not 
expect that liis motion would come up today. So the only course which I 
would suggest to the House (and of course with the agreement of all sides of 
the House) is that we take it up at a later date. 

As regards the suggestion of the Honourable the Leader of the House, I 
may point out to him another difficulty which may arise Aacording to Uie pre¬ 
vious rulings in this House, if this motion is not taken up now, it will be urged 
that the urgency of the matter has ceased by lapse of time. 

The Honourable Siir Edward BenthaU: My suggestion would be to take, up 
Mr Satya Narayan Sinha’s adjournment motion in priority to the otheis, which 
sta^ higher on the list. We are prepared to deal with the matter here and now. 

Mr. SasanlM Sekhar Sany^ (Presidency Division Non-Muhammadan Rural). 

I rise on a point of order. Sir. You have observed that your ruling may have 
retrospective effect. I agree that even if it has retrospective effect, it will 
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not prejudicially affeet S.irdar Mimgal Singh’s present motion, because 
I admit. 

Mr. President: Ordoi, order The Honourable Member is not saying any¬ 
thing lieu TTe is merely repenting what T have been saying 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: The question of the leave of the House does 
not niise, hec.iiise of some negotiations between the parties That, Sir, is per¬ 
fectly 111 oidei Tlie question w wliether it should bo discussed today at 4 p M 
or ulietliei by consent of all the parlies the consideration of urgency should be 
waived and the niiiltei taken up Liter 

Mr. President: There is no use entering into all these technicalities Here 
IS a suggestion irom the Hoiiouiahle the Lc.ider of the House, that he is prepared 
to give piioiitv to Ml S.itv.i Narayan Sinha’s motion on the same subject 
(which eornes later on) and that it inav bo taken up today 

Srijut Dhixendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhury (Heng.il Landholders) Sir, there 
is another standing in the name of iiiy friend Mr Oadgil 

Mr. President: Piaetieally the subject matter is the same So by ugrecnicnt 
of the House then 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Sir, in legard to the question of priority, it is very kind of 
the Le.idei of the House to agree to give priority to this particular motion but I 
am only thinking of other rncmbers> who have given notice of their adjournment 
motion and thev may considei their suhj'eets to ho more urgent and important 
than this partieular sub)eet Therefor© I should not like a new precedent to be 
cioated It will, in these cireiiiustnnees, he by far the best to let this motion 
come up in duo course Tn the meantime negotiations can continue Sir John 
Sargent will then have time to come to some decision and we shall know where 
we stond 

Mr President: Tho House has praetioally agreed that this subject should 
])(> discussed that is how T think Tt is now a question of procedure, as to 
whether we discuss it now oi later But T do sec the difficulty which is pointed 
out hy the Honourable Member, Mr Asaf Ah. that we should not give priorities 
It is a difficultV which we will have to consider 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: There is an additional danger. Sir At that time it may 
be said by Oovernincnt that thi* notice was given long after the urgency had 
arisen 

Mr. President: f think the hotter course would bo to take up the original 
motion of Sanhii Ar.mg.il Singh Tlint w'oiild he the best solution of the whole 
dinicultv Anothei additional advantage would he some more time will he 
gamed to coinidcto the negotiations This course will not interfere with ihc 
question of urgeiicv The onlv argument that can be advanced is that the 
urgency has ceased 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Government will not advance that 
argument We .ire only too anxious to keej) to the rules on the one hand and 
on the other to accommodate the views of the House 

Mr President: For the present we keep over these motions Sardar Mangal 
Singh’s, Mr Devvan Chaman Tjall’s and Mr Sinlin s These motions arc practi¬ 
cally speaking the same Sa’-dar Mangal Singh's motion is kept over 
S’r Cowasjl Jehwgir (Xonunnted Non-Offical) Till when^ 

Mr. President: .Till we arc able to dispose off all the other motions It is 
an equitable solution and tli£ FTonoiirnble Member himself has created this 
exception. Any way, wo keep that motion over and the other one (No 86) also 
has to he kept over 


Employment of Non-Indian W A 0 

Mr. President: The next adjournment motion is No 87 in the name of Mr. 
Ayyangar with reference to 

"The continued emplovment even after many months of cessation of hostilities of Non- 
Indisn W A C at the coat of the Indian Excneqner '* 
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Mr. P. Mason (Government of India Nominated Official) Sir, I am not 
quite clear as to what exactly the Honourable Member has in mind I think 
ne IS under some slight misapprehension on this subject, partly due to the 
wording of his motion and also to various questions on this subject which he has 
asked to which I was unable to reply just now I think, perhaps, I shall just 
oxplain the position m full 

He refers to a corps, the WAG, which he distinguishes from another corps, 
apparently the W A C I The W A G is actually a purely American corps and 
there is no corps under the British or liid'an govermnents witli those initials 
I think, however, that the Houourablo Member may bo referring to the ATS, 
that IS the Auxiliary Territorial Service, which is the British women’s aiiny 
service If that is his flitention, the answer is that the numbers of the ATS 
m India have always been extremelv low At the moment tlieie are 120, 
altogether, other ranks and officers The corps was started consider.iblv earlier 
than the W A G I It had a good three yeais’ start and thertfore we drew on 
the ATS to some extent for officers to help us to tiain the W A C I and for 
certain other ranks in specialised apjioinlments Th^ number, ns I sav, is small 
If, on the other hand, by non-Fiidi.m WAG the Honourable Member lefers to 
the European and Anglo-Indian menr'ber>» of the W A G I , they are of course 
in exactly the same position as Indian members ot the corps and no distinction 
is made between them from start to finish If that is what the Honourable 
Member is referring to, his point is really met by the press note which we issued 
on the fiOth of last month announcing that the entire corps is to be disbanded 
It IS to he finally disbanded, we hope, earlv in 1947, which means that it will 
be substantially reduced during the current year Those reductions will take 
place not on a inoial basis but on a basis of appointments, and appointments 
will be reduced as they can ho filled by other means or abolished The corps 
will entirely vanish in the course of the next 16 months I submit therefore. 
Sir, that the matter is not one of urgent public importance 

Sn H. Ananthmyanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) Sir, I do not want to press my motion 


Mr. Freaideilt: The next ndjoumment motion is in the name of Dr Sir 
Eia ITddin Ahmad, about the failure of the Government of India in not removing 
the restrictions after the cessation of hostilities placed on the export of Indian 
bides and skins and permitting the Governments of IT K, and U S A. to 
purchase at uneconomic prices fixed by them 

I see the Honourable Member is not here 

Then there is the motion by Seth Govind Das to discuss the deposition of 
the Maharaja of Bewa. 

The Governor General withholds his consent to this 


PROlXiSKn BVAOUATIOX OF VILLAGES IN THE .rKOBBCUTlON OF THE DaMODAB SCHEME 

Mr. President: Then there is the motion of Mr Bam Narayan Singh, about 
the proposed and forced evacuation of thousands of people oi hundreds of villages 
of the Ilazaribagh, Manbhum and Sonthal Parganos districts'of Bihar from their 
homp« and hearths in the process of the prosecution of'the Damodar Scheme 
I should like to know what exactly the Honourable Member means by this 
motion ^ 

Babn Bam Narayan Sln£h (Chota Nagpur Division: Non-Muhammadan) 
Bir, land acquisition proceedings are going on in some of the districts. In the 
process of the prosecution of the Damodar Scheme, several villages are going to 
be occupied by the Government and the people are about to be asked to evacuate 
those areas. 
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Mr. President: May I know when the scheme was started and how far it 
has ])roci'eded? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member): I would like to 
submit that at this stage there is absolutely nothing to be discussed. Govern¬ 
ment h:i8 no (Innht iiiidor contemp’.ition putting (.‘crtnm dams on the Dnmodar 
Biver, which flows through Bihnr and Bengal, but with regard to the specific 
questions rinsed in this adjournment motion, which speaks of forced evacuation, 
all I have to s.av is this that we art' at a verv very preliininurv stage wo are 
merelv making on inquiry as to how much land would be submerged by the 
enclosure of this water, what would be tlio area that would be affected, etc , 
and we are trying to see how manv persons will have to be evacuated, ihe 
nature of their holdings and what rights they have There is really nothing 
specific, no action has been taken by government at this stage which could be 
the subject matter of discussion, and what I would like to say is this that 1 
hope when the government has come to some definite conclusion in this matter 
T shall he able to ciiciilate a paper to the House containing the conclusions of 
government and members c«n then raise the matter for discussion in any wray 
they like 

Babu Ram Karayan Singh: My information is that the land acquisition 
proceedings are going on in the Hazanbagh district and they are asking people 
to go away 

Mr President: Ts the Honourable Member sure that those proceedings are 
in respect of this very scheme? 

Babu Ram Harayan Singh: Yes 

Mr. President: But it appears that the Government has done nothing so far 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Government are merely acquiring 
some land for tlio purpose of having access roads 

Mr. President: In connection with this scheme 9 

The Honourable Dr. B B. Ambedkar: Yes they have only served notices 
in order to prepare some access roads No question of evacuation has arisen 
at this stage .... 

Mr. President: The acquisition is for the purposes of collection of data? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: There is no question of acquisition 
at this stage at all No doubt if government decide to construct certain dams 
on the Dnmodar Biver, certnui approach roads must be made for that purpose^ 
and for that purpose they have served notices on a few people in order to 
acquire small strips of land for the purpose of making roads As to the specific 
question raised in the ndjournmenr motion regarding forced evacuation of 
thousands of people in hundreds of villages m fhe Hazanbagh district and 
M.mbhiini .md Sonthal Parganas, from their homes, it certainly does not arise 
at this stage because government has no idea as to what will happen, if I may 
say so Tt is verv very preliminary. 

Mr. President: The difficulty I am feeling about this is that, if Govern¬ 
ment have decided that the d.im8 should be put up and if they are taking steps 
initially for approach roads, what does it matter whether they have been able 
to ascertain or not ad to how many people will have to be evacuated, because 
the dam will be an established fact? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: No. Sir; we are still consulting 
consultants from outside to help us as to what correct decision wc should take. 

I submit it is very preliminary I can make no statement to the House at all. 

Mr. President: What I want to know is> have the government decided that, 
the dams should be put up? 

The Hmionrahle Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: It is their proj'ect—^it is not a final 
project as yet. 
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Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division* Non-Muhamniadan Btiral): 
May I understand that it will come up before the House? 

The HonouraUe Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Tt is under examination We have 
not yet got the financial sanction for it 

Mr. President: The position seems to be that it is in a very initial stage 
Pandit Oovind Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non-Muhammadau 
Biiral) Then the question may aiise ns to whether even when the scheme is 
not finally adopted and is only m the stage of investigation, the government 
can bo jnstifieil in acquiring so much land merely for the purpose of making 
roads for investigation with the result that so many people are asked to evaciiare 
Mr. President: The quaivtnm of land to be acquired is not mentioned They 
say it IS for apiiroach roads As E understand the position, it is for the pur¬ 
pose of enabling the Government to investigate the matter further 

Pandit Qovind Malaviya: T do not know the facts I take the' f.acts from 
what has been said by the Honourable Member who has given notice, and, I 
should also s.iv that projects of dams m the vert' nntme of things arc not bad 
They are beneficial projects But E am only de.dinp with the question which is 
before you, that, the Honourable Member who ha^ gitcii notice has stated that 
a number of people are going to be ejected and the project h.is not even been 
decided upon Ts that therefore not a matter which the House might be 
allowed to take up? 

Mr, President: What the Honourable Member sa\s or believes does not 
seem to bo the fact that appears from the statement made by the Honourable 
Afernlier for Government. The scheme is still to commence they have decided 
nothing yet, they are going on with preliminary investigations; and for the 
purpose of these investigations they are having certain approa&h roads they 
have not vet decided where the dams have to bo put in and they may abandon 
the whole idea even I 

Babu Bam Karayan Singh: In view of the statement made by the Honour¬ 
able Member, T do not like to press the motion now 

Mr. President: Verv Well Then there is the motion of Pandit Balkrishna 
Sharmn the Honourable Member is absent from the House, and the subject 
seems also to have censed to be urgent ns T read in the morning papers that 
Mr Chatterji has given up his fast 

India’s contribution towards the working capital op U. N 0. 

Mr. President: Then there is one more motion of Mr Mann Subednr, about 
the failure of Government of India to protest against the fixing of India’s contri¬ 
bution towards the working capital of ihe U N O at 4.S per cent of the whole, 
or one million dollars, bv the Organisation’s fin.ancial experts, ns reported in the 
'Hindustan Times evening edition of 2nd Pebmnry and the Statesman of the 3rd' 
1‘Vbriiary 1946 

Mr. Manu Subedar: If there is a certain kind of assurance coming from 
government I will not press my motion May I explain the position? 

Mr. President: Yes 

Mr. Manu Subedar: If this country has to contribute, it has to give 4 8 
per cent But when it gets reparations we only 2 per cent.* To the Ijcague 
of Nations we contributed 160 lakhs on a basis of about 10 lakhs'a year average; 
where as here the starting basis is 38 lakhs, which is the first and preliminary 
estimate of this vast organisation, with about 3,000 employees—this United 
Nations Organisation The United Nations Charter is not to be applied to ns'» 
onr questions are not even discussed there and I would like to know if the Gov¬ 
ernment of India at this stage have committed themselves Ifi however, the 
Government of India say they will produce a White Paper and giye us an oppor¬ 
tunity and some definite information and give the House an opportunity to 
deal with this issue, I will not press the motion. 
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Mr. H. Weightman (Secietarv, External Affairs Department) I think there 
has been n little niisunderstnndinf' about this Tt is not a matter of a committee 
havinfj fixed India’s annual contribution to the UNO It is a matter of a 
committee of the Organisation having proposed to the Oeneral Assembly that a 
working capital fund should be created and that member states should be asked 
to make advances 'riiose advances \iill be adjustable against the annual con¬ 
tributions which Mill bo asked for later 

Now, the scale of those annual contributions will not even come up for consi¬ 
deration by the (jcnernl A'^seniblv until the second part of its first session, 
which we believe in all probnbilitv mil take place in September, but this 
present matter of a working capital fund is merely a matter of a temporary 
adv.ince Mliich will be adjust.ible at a later date against the annual contiibutions 
to be fixed 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Would Oovernment then consider, in view of India’s 
financial stress and India’s dire famine condition that this (lovcinmcnt should 
not bo m a liuirv and pay out tbis moncx’ Lot the richer nations pay Pending 
that, will the Honourable Member circulate a White Paper giving all tin* infor 
motion on this subject We do not want to pav these international oig.inis.i- 
lioiis which \ield nothing for us and certaudv its it is merely a provisional c.ill 
for funds, let those pay w'ho stand to benefit from this international organisalioTi 
and I want an assurance that the Government will wait for the time being at 
all events 

Mr. H. Weightman: It is not jiossible to give any such undertaking 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to press the motion at 
this stage? 

Mr. Mann Snbedar: My colleagues seem to think that we had better take 
this up at the time of the Budget I warn the Finance Department that they 
arc taking very grave risks in throwing out this country’s money m this manner 
for such purposes I do not press the motion 

Mr. President: The next motion is in the name of Dr Sir Vijaya Ananda 
The Honourable Member is not present No 94 in the name of Mr B B 
Warnia is withdrawn 

Imminence of strike in Posts and TELRORAPns Department 

Mr. President: The next one. No 95 is in the name of Mr Gadgil He 
wishes to discuss a definite matter of urgent public miportiiiice, vtg., the 
imminence of a general strike in the Posts and Telegraphs Department in pur¬ 
suance of the decisions taken by certain Unions. 

I do realise that the matter is undoubtedly of importance It is undoubted¬ 
ly of urgency also but the difficulty I feel is that an identical motion, No 83 
tabled bv Diwan Ghaman Lall on the 28th January has fallen through How 
can this be taken up on the score of urgency? 

Sjt. K. V. OadgU: In the intervening period, two other Unions have passed 
similar Kesolutions and the fact has been intimated to the Secietary of the 
Department com erned I submit the question of not admitting the motion of 
Diwan Gbaniiiii Lall does not come in the w'ay of admitting my motion for the 
simple reason that the situation has worsened after the 28th The day on 
which I and m,’^* rionournblp friend Mr D K Lahiri Choudhury gave notice a 
number of unions have passed Besolutions to the effect that if adequate satisfac¬ 
tion IS not given by a certain date, then a strike notice will bo given to the 
Department on the 0th February The All-India conference of Postal Workers 
lield at Mymensingh on the 25th and 26th December 1946 also passed a Resolu¬ 
tion that if provision was not made for the revised scales in the Budget of 
1946-47 a strike would be ordered In today’s papers and in yesterday’s papers 
wo find that unions all over the country are passing similar Resolutions after 
Resolutions. I think it is a matter not only of public importance but of urgent 
importance, because from the middle of February right up to the middle of 
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Mutch there will be elections in most of the provinces If this department d- > iis 
tools, then one can easily imaRine what will ho the fate of the general elect.oii 
campaign Apnit from this, the Depailnient is a Public Ptility depaitment 
It IS worked on commercial principles .mil therefoic if 1 am .iblc to convmco 
this House that there is enough money left out of winch it e.in satisfy the legi¬ 
timate demands, I think this House should allow th s luotion to be moved 

Sir Ouronath BevoOr (Su-retary Posts and An Dep.irtinent) The moluai 
rel.ites to the iinminence of a strike Sir, in the Posts and Telegraphs Dcp.iit- 
ment, it IS a fact that the Director frenerul of Posts and Telegrajihs has received 
during the p.ast two months certain Resolutions passed hy recognised Posts md 
Telegraph Unions They refer to a \ancty of demands and gcnciMlIy conclnde 
by saying that if these aie not granted the tnembfis mnv have lecourso to 
direct action The demands rel.ite in.nnlv to fear of it tn luliiiieiit, increase jf 
dearness allowmiee, revision of se.iles ot pav and better pension eonditions The 
latest of these Resolutions picsented jo.iitlv on beh.ilf of •'onic Unions »\.is 
roccived only on th'' 4th of Fehruaiy The Diri ctor Tuneral has hi ought those 
Resolutions to the notice of Ooveniment who h.«\e the mattci iindu the r 'Ciy 
careful considei.ilioii 1 myself Ii.ive h.id a numb'Y of ilisi iissions with the 
‘President, Viec-Piesident and Secretiiric^i oi a in Mihov of IJnioiis The pio- 
blenis raised in the demands in.ide involv'' issues of great importance and of 
far-rcaehing eoiiseqiience to the whole ohi'.s if 'Jovermnent seivants and to 
(loveimnent finances as a whole and not nierely to those of the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department They need Iheiefoie very cairful considetntion I will 
not deal with anv of these demands individn.illv or -.ly how impoitimt they >io 
hnt there is one very important demand winch Mr Oadgil mentioned m the 
eouise of his speech That relates to revision of the ‘^cales of ^lav mtrothi"«d 
during the peiiod 19;il-3.5 and known usually as the roMsed scales of pav T \m 
.inlliorised to .mnonnee in this House that Government intejid to appoint a 
eonimission whieh will be piedoniinantlv non-officinl m character to go into tho 
whole ipiestion of the scales of wages, pensions and other conditions of scrvii .0 
for the whole class of Central Government servants, snit-able in post-war comli 
tions, as iilso tho qnest'on—and this is important—of setting up some maclnm ly 
for negotiation between Covemment and its employees somewhat, on the lines 
of the Wlntlev Conneils in tho United Kingdom As regards the fear of le- 
trenehment the danger of anv letrcnchment on a large scale immediately m 
the Posts ami Telegraphs Department does not ovist and no perin.ment serv.int 
of the Posts and Telegraphs will be compulsoiilv retrenched T hope to iSsue 
a statement on this subject so far as the Posts and Telegraphs Depaitment is 
concerned for the assurance of its employees \s regards the other deni.nuls. 
Government will be able to announce their decision in the near future Oo/- 
erimient are fully aware of the general sitiustion .ind of the dem-ands and of the 
leasons for them and as T have said they have the matter under svmpathet«e 
eonsideration Tn the eireninstnnces T hope it will he icalised that there is no 
need wh.atsoever for anv strike hy the staff and Government are confident that 
the fine record of the P and T Department for devoted public service will 
not he uffeeted in any way and that this essential service will eontiinio to 
lie performed I’flRc’entlv and wnthoiit. anv interruption m these critical days 
Tn view of this statement, perhaps the Hoiioui.ihlp Member will not oare hi 
move his motion 

Srijut Dhiiendra Kanta Lahiil Ghoudhury: After listening to the Honou able 
Member, T am not at all satisfied that any pm pose will he sp\;\ed bv his stati 
inent As a matter ot fact, T happen to he the President of th« \11-Tndia Pn t 
.uid Telegraphs Union whose Couneil is to he held todav and we shall seiionsl> 
take up this matter and the Resolution which was passed at ATvmensingh 
I think the Honourable Sir Gurunath Rewoor will bear with me that these Com^ 
mittecs and Commissions have got little effect on these points w'hieh have just 
been brought before the House. T do not w.nit to go inM the details 
**' ** but I want a definite answer as to the time when these matters will be 
settled I can sav this that last time on a similar matter J had a communication 
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LEUISI.\11\L ASStMUI.Y 

iSijpit Dliircudr.i Ktiiit.i i^ihin (.'huiidliui^] 
wilh tli<- Sccii'tary tor J’osts and Air .iiid .iftci tin- absiiriiiice that he gave me that 
li'i in.iltt,! wdl receiM* sNinpathotic eonsidiration, wh.it I found was that the 
in.illi-i did not get suiipathetu* innsideiation lo the extent that we wanted It 
w.is a 1)111 iiing question regarding the second grade eleiks The gr.ide was 
.iholi'.lml wilhnnt giMiig an\ lehef to the einplovees in matters of pay This time 
111 ', lloi'Oinable fiiend li.i«. eome up with a st.itement that the Government will 
givf tlieii sympalhetic consideration, hut we want to know categorically from 
hini how much time he will lake and in what w’ny he wants to deal witli the 
afTairv The matter is not a new one Agitation had been going on for more 
than a yen? Time after time deputations of different character have waited on 
the Diieetor General of Posts and Telegrajihs without any effect The time 
has now eome when the einplovces hme heeoine verv impatient and today in 
the Ml-India Council a definite decision is to be taken Before tho Couiieil 
t.ikes lliiit decision, I wain the Government to take this matter in right earnest 
and he suious about it They should not refer to Committees and Commissions 
blit l.ilve a definite step tod.iv to do something substantial for the solution of the 
troubles of those* unfortuijatc postal cmiiloyoes 

S]t. N. V. Oadgil: Sir, T do want to ino\e niv motion because wo Jiad 
bittei ixpeiienee of such Tnipiin Committees Tn 194.') an Inquiry Committei 
was appointed when a similar notice was given bv the Poona Postal TTnion 
Till* t’oninnttee took evidence, but tho report b.as not been pubbslied as vet 
I'nliss some pomts with respect to this ConiinUtec are made clear, it will no* 
1)1 III Ihe mtoests of tho (mJ)lo^cc8, on whose behalf I propose to move tin® 
iiiolion, to agree nnmcdiateh I, therefore, request vo*i to allow' this motion 
if m the coiuvi of the dehate we find that there is something on which w’e can 
act up, T ma\ not ]iicss the motion to a diMsion 

Sir Ounmath Bewoor: Sir, mv only point is this that T want tune to settle 
the question of the revision of scales of pav Go\crnTrienl ha\e decided to 
appoint a (’ommission and it is not n nmltcr which can he decided oi am 
niiswii guen in the course of a debate 

An Honourable Member: Wh\ not’ 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: Yon could not re\iso tho sealts of pay ot 120 (MM> 
men in tin* course of a debate 1 inerelv mentiou th.it these questions .m* vindei 
eonsuleiation and T think that a debate is unnecessary We are fully .iwaic ol 
the leasoiis for the demands, but Government bas the iiiattei uiidei eoiisiileiii- 
tion and T liope to be able to give a reply to the Unions It does not follow 
III. it because they aie threatening i strike, Govtinment should Mold evei\llimg 
Goierimieiit is {irepnred to consider fair and just treatment, but 1 would not be 
able in the course of a debate this afternoon to deal w’ith these demimds, 
bec.iiise, as T have said, tho demands are at present under considciation .md the 
dell lie IS not likely to serve any useful puipose We have had discussions witli 
the Uiiions and wc have got their request before us We have got their written 
stiitinients as w'cll as verbal statements and Government has tin inattei undei 
eonsideration The latest resolution was received by ns onlv on the 4th Feh- 
niaiv r think in those circumstances Goieinment should be giieii a sunicieiil 
tune to decide the matter 

Mr. President* From what has come out, T see that there is urgency ni the 
matter The Honourable Member perhaps w'nnts to know the definite time in 
which the Cornraission will eome to its conclusions. Th.it is how^ I understood 
the trend of his pleading Whether the adjournment motion should be moved 
dr not m the interests of the employees or the Government is a matter of prn- 
prielv which the Honourable Members have to decide T am concerned with 
the iinpoitance of the matter, the definiteness of the matter and the urgency 
of the m.itlei It appears that, as days pass on the situation is getting more 
and more grave and the latest intimation was on tho day on which this notice 
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^va^ given I am inclined to allow tins motion It will be for the Ilonourablo 
Mcmbcis to ilocidr ns to whetluT they ahould move it or come to an agreement 
Till) motion will he taken up nt 4 o’clock 


MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERATi 

Mr. President: I have received a message from His Excellency tho Gov- 
I riioi-Gener.il wlneli leads as follows 


*'/n jmrswtnif of the promstona of eub-eection (2) of section 636' of the Gwemment of 
Indm Art, ns srt out t/i the Ninth Schedule to the Government of India Act, lw5, /» 
Archibald Perm at. Viscount Wavell, hereby signify that / approve the election by the 
Legislative Issemhly of Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, i' I E, as Deputy President of the 
said Assembly '' 

(S'lZ) \Y iVELL, 
Goveiiioi General 


New Delhi, 

The 5th Febiuary, 1946 


Shri Sri Prakasa (Hcnnies tnd Guniklipni Divisions \on-^Inhanim.idaii 
Rural) Sir, on a point of order I diaw your attention to the fact that, despite 
Iho veiy explicit Standing Older on the anbject, Honourable Members opposite 
have u habit of standing when voii stand T think this habit ninst bo discon¬ 
tinued 

Mr. President: Sti.i\ nistanees do not m.ake a habit 


ETiECTlON OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR*PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President: l have to mfoini the AbsembK that upto t2 Noon on 
Wednesday, tluj 30th January, 1946, the time fixed for receiving nominationa 
for the Standing Oornnuttee for tho Department of Planning and Development, 
twelve nominations were received Subsequently, two members withdrew 
their candidature As the number of remaining candidates is equal to the 
number of vacancies, 1 declare the following members to be duly elected to the 
Committee for the rest of the current finanei.al year and the whole of tho next 
financial year, 1940-47 (1) Mr P J Griffiths. (2) Sri R Venkatasubba Reddiar, 
(3) Pandit Govind Malaviya, (4) Mr B B Varma, (5) Mr M Asat Ah, (6^ 
Jluja Bahadur of Khalliknte, (7) Rai Bahadur D M Bhattaehnryya, (8) Mr 
Tamizuddin Khan. (9) Beth Yusuf Abdoola TTaroon, and (10) Mr Ahmed 
EhriiliiTn Haroon Jaffer 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR WAR 
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 

Mr. President: I have also to inform the Assembly th.it upto 12 Noon on 
Friday, the 1st February, only one nomination was icceived for the eighth vacanev 
in the Standing Committee for the Department of War Transport T, tliere- 
fore, declare Khan Bahadur Sharbat Khan to be elected to the Standing Com¬ 
mittee in that vacancy • 

As regards the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr M, Ananthasaj.mam 
Ayyangar of his membership of this Standing Committee, I have to inform the 
Assembly that upto 3 p M on Tuesday, the 6th February, only one nominn<^ion 
was received. T. therefore, declare Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia to be elected 
also to this Standing Committee, the election of which is now complete. 

E 2 
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NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Mr. President: I have further to inform Honourable Members that I nominate 
the following Members to constitute the House Committee for the year 1046* 

(1) Sir Mohammad Yainiu Khan {Ghatnnan), 

(2) Mrs Ammu Swaniinadhnn, 

(3) Sn M Ananlhasayaniim Ayyangar, 

(4) Khan Abdul Ghnm Khan, 

(5) Shri Mohan Lai Sakseiin, 

(6) Babu Ram Nnra\an Singh, 

(7) Dr Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad, 

(8) llaji Ahdn^ Satlar IIa]i T^haq Seth, 

(9) Mr Muliaiiiinad Naunian, 

(10) Mr C P Lawson, 

(11) Sir Couii^jee Jehangir, .•■nd 

(12) Sardnr M.ingal Singh 

ELECTION OK MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR COM¬ 
MERCE DEPARTMENT 

The Honourable Hr. Sir M. Aiizul Huque (Commerce Mcmbci) Sit, E 
move 

"That this Aescmbly flo proceed to elect, in such manner aa the Honourable the President 
may direct, nine non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects with which the Commerce Department is foniiarned for the nnoxpired poition nf 

the current financial year and the financial year 1946 47 " 

Itr. President: Motion moved 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Picsident 
may direct, nine non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects with which the Commerce Department is concerned for the unexpircd portion of 

the curicnt^financial year and the financial year 1946-47" 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhaminadan Rural) Sir, may T request the Honourable Member who 
makes this motion to take us into his confidence and tell us what was done 
during the past year with the help of this Committee? What subjects of 
importance were placed before this Committee? How far was this Committee 
of any use to him or how far has the Government reposed confidence in this 
Committee’ 

The Honourable Dr Sir K. Asisul Huque: I can be quite frank in tins 
matter Last year during May, June and July nobody knew what the posi¬ 
tion was going to be Every one was busy at that time in discussions of w'hich 
the House is quite aware After that the Assembly was dissolved Previous 
to that, I called for scveial meetings of the Committee and I remember many 
important questions of the Coiiunerec Department arising at that time, such as 
contributions to U N R R A and several other matters, imports and exports, 
were all discussed Last year, to be quite frank, the Committee did not meet 

Prol. N. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nelloro Non-Muhammadan Rural). I learn 
there is soon going to be Empire Trade Conference or some such conference which 
will be held in London T do not know whether the Government of India lias 
been invited to it If so, what the agenda is going to be and what is the 
attitude of the Government of India regarding the same? May I know if the 
Honourable Member propose to take this committee into his confidence before 
the Government finally decides upon this matter in regard to the agenda and also 
in regard to the attitude which they will adopt there It is quite possible that 
imperial preference might again be brought up there for discussion That is a 
subject on which India holds very strong views. The House has expressed its 
disapproval nbt once but repeatedly on the infamous Ottawa duties and prefer¬ 
ences Theiefore, I suggest that this House ought to be given an assurance 
that this Committee will be taken into the fullest confidence in this matter. 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiisnl Huque: It is very difficult for me at this 
stage to give an answer off hand specifically regarding one particular item I 
shall certainly comply with the wishes of this House in consulting this Com¬ 
mittee in as many matters as possible 
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Prof. N. 0. Banga: This is a matter of outstanding importance. It is not 
Q\civ day that such an irnpoitant inattci comes up before the Commerce Depart- 
iiifiil After all the Commerce Department has got to deal with this master m as 
fcoiioiis minded a manner ns possible T sincerely trust that the Honourable 
Member will find it possible to give an assurance to this House that on ♦his 
part.filial’ rnatter he will certainly take the committee into his confidence in 
time 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aaiaul Huque: As I have answered already, I 
shall bear the wishes of the TToiise in mind 

Mr. President: There is an Amendment to this Motion 

Haji Abdus Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth (West Coast and Nilgris Muhammadan) 
Sii, I move: 

“That in the original Motion for the word ‘n hl’ the woid ‘ten’ he snt .titiilei! ” 

Mr. President: Amendment moved 

■"that in tlic oiiginnl Motion for the word ‘mu. t'lo lord ‘*ou’ be substituted ” 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M, Asixul Huque. 1 have r<o objection if that would 
satisfy the House Last year, I iiicrea‘»c.^ the nuinl-v.r This year, again one 
more is asked for I have no objection 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I submit, Sir, wu have got a num- 
bci of motions relating lo Standing Committof") for vaiious Departments I 
would like. Sir, that before each one is moved, a statement is giVen to the House 
about the activities m which the Committees engaged themselves in the previous 
.ve.ii Otheiwise, with a plain diaitor like this, it ib useless for the Assombl.N 
to vote particularly m view of the fact that during the previous year this Con.- 
mittec w’as completely in the dark 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Aiizul Huque: My difficulty was this In the 
previous year, I consulted the members In at least one or two matters, i 
remember distinctly the Members were not able to give their own opinion They 
simplv said that they would abide bv wbatovor the ParU decided 
Mr. Preiddent: The question is* 

“Tli.il 111 the oiiginal Motion for the word ‘nine’ the word ‘ton’ be suhstituted ” 

The motion was adopted 
Mr. President: The question is 

"TIint thib Aesombly do pioccud to elect, in such miinner as the Hononrnblc the President 
m.i direct, ten non-ofiicinl members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 
BulijcLts with which the Commerce Department is concerned for the unexpired portion of 
the curicnt financial year and the financial year 1946-47 ” 

The motion was adojited 

Tbo Aisombly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 


The Assembly reasNcmblod after Luncli at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Ml President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalaukar) in the Chair. 

ELECTION OV lilEMBETlS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOE INDUS¬ 
TRIES AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 
The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh (Alcmbcv for Industries and Sujiplios) 
Sir, I move: 

“That this Assembly dn piocced to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
ma\ diiect, eight iion-official mcmbeis to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 
subjects with which the Dcpai-tment of Industries and Supplies is concerned during the 
uneipired portion of thu current financial yeai and the financial year 1946-47 ” 

Mr. President: Motion moved. 

‘ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
ina\ diicct, eight non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 
subjects with which the Department of Industries and Supplies is concerned during the 
unexpired portion of the current financial year and the financial year 1946-47 ” 
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Shri Satya Karayaa Smha (Dmbhangn cum S.u.m Noii-Ahihimiuuidaii) Sir, 
1 move: 

“That 111 the original motion foi the moul ‘eight’ the woid ‘ten’ bo substituted ’’ 

Mr. President: Amendniuut moved 

“That in tho oiigiiial motion for the \woid ‘eight’ the \\oid ‘ten’ be substituted’’ 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Wauc^: Sir, T am prepared to accept ihe 
amendment 

Mr. President: The question is* 

‘That ill tho oiigiiidl motion for tho \ioid ‘eight’ tho voiil ‘ten’ ho •uihstiluted 

The motion \\as adopted 

Mr. President: The question is* 

“That tills \ssombl\ do ])in(ocd to cloot, in such manner a>« the TIonoiii.ihlc tho President 
may diioit Ion non official momhors to seivo on tho Shielding Cornniittoe to .idiise on 
subjeLts with which thc^ Dopaitment of Industiios and Supplies is uuitoiiiod dining the 
unr\pircd poitioii ot the current financial yoai and tho financial >e.ii 1946 47 ” 

Tlio motion uas adopted 


ELECTION OF ME.MBE11S TO IMPEKIAL COUNCIL OF AOEICULTUEAL 
KESEAltCH 

Sir Pherose Eharegat (Secretary, Agiicultuiu Oepaitment) Sir, T move 

“That tiiK Assembly do pioceed to elect, m such inannci as tho Honouidblo thc> Piesident 
may direct, two moinbcis of the Assembly to scrio on tho Impeiial Couiuil of Xgiiniltiirdl 
lloscaich and its GoNcimng Body ’’ 

Mr. President: Motion moved 

‘ That this Asscmblv do pioiccd to elect, lu such nionncr ns the lionouiahlo the Piisiiloiit 
may cliicct, two momhcis of the Assembly to bei\e on the Impeiial Council of Agiiciiltuial 
Besvanh and its Govcining Body.’’ 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madias Ceded Distncts and Chittooi 
Nou-Aluhamni<iduii lluiulj Sir, this Imperial Council of Agiiculturul Heseuu'h 
has not unproved the agriculture ul this couiitiy and it hub not extended its 
rcbeaich throughout the length and bicudth of this countr> We have not had 
anj t.uigible results ot th.it icscaicli at all Whatevei lebearches have been 
made up till now, thcio uas no occuoion loi those ie««eurches to bo tested .ind 
put into action in the past iive years The Honoiiiablu Member from year to 
yeai has hceii moving this Hoube for the foimution of a committee of tins House 
to advise tlic Impel i.il CouikmI of Agncultuiul Kesearch but he has not taken 
this House into eoiifidence ns to what lesults have been achieved and bow far 
thc\ have been given effect to by this Government 1 really want that when- 
evei any TTonourable Mcmbei moves for the formation of a Standing Committee 
he slioiild (‘ireulntc* a paper or make a sinteineiit on the tlooi ot the House as to 
what has been done, what is pioposed to be done in the eoming yenr and what 
sort cjf advice is reqinied I want this particularly for this Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Ileseareh I am afraid it has been receding into the background, 
it h.os not been pulling its weight or doing enough in the cntieal days through 
which oiii countiv is now' passing I want an anbW'er in legard to all this from 
the Honouiable Aleniher who moved this motion 

Sir Phepo*e Eharegat: Sir, T bhall bo \ery pleased to lay on the table of tlie 
IToii-' II repfirt nii the woik of the Imperial Couih il In fact, an annual report- 
IS published every Near .nid rnc nifoniiafioii is that a copv is plated in the Library 
of the Hou'»e But if it is desired that every Member should ho supplied with a 
copy that bhall he done in future 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar; Whnf I want to know particularly is, 
what IS the kind of co-operation th.‘it is required from this committee to' be 
elected and how this eo-opcration is to be given, how many meetings were called 
in the last year and what opportunities were given to the members, etc A 
statement may be circulated on these points and I want my Honourable friend 
to enlighten us on them. 
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Sir Fheioxe Khaiegat: Sir, 1 am afiaid there is some misunderstanding hero. 
The Hoiioiir.ihh* MeiiiliiT is rererniig to a Standing Committee This is not a 
St'ii'ln’i? ('«)iriTiii<l »'0 this ’s tlio (Jo\eniin{; Body of the JinperMl Coiim il ot 
A;'ru iiltural Research .tiid the House has simply to elect two m'^mheis to servo 
on tliat Governing Body 

Mr. President: The question is 

■ I'lMl this Assmilily do pioioed to eloct, in such mannci as the Honoiii.ihle the I’lesidtnl 
ina\ illicit two nieiiilieih til the Asscmblv to sioixo on the fnipciial Couiuil of 

Reseaicii and its Co\ciiiiiif; iiody ** 

The motion was adopted 

KI.KCTION OK AlKMBEJtS TO STANDING COMMITTEE JNKOKAIA- 
TION AND BROADCASTING DEPARTMENT 
The Honourable Sir Akbar Eydari (Member for Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing) Sir, 1 move 

• ‘ 1 h.it. this Assembly do piocccd to elect, mi such maiinei ng the Hnnouriilile the President 

in.iv dmit, ti\u non-nfficial members si*i\e the M.iiidin}; Committee to advise on 

siilijicls III the Depailmont of Inloim.itsiii iiid Bioidid tiiiR foi t’lc iinexpiied poition of 
the ciiiifiit iindnci.il yeai 1945 46 and foi th«. tuiam i •! \p.ii 1946-4? ’ 

Mr. President: ^fotion moved 

■ That this Assemhly do proceed to elect in -uch ni>niiei as the llonoiirahle tin Piesideii* 

in.iv diiect, five non ulhcial iiieriibcis to si'i\e on the Htnndiiif; Committee tn .nlvise uii 

suiijeits III the Depiitinciit oi Infoiination and Ihoadeastini^ ioi tlie unexpiied iioition of 
Iho nil rent imancial \(*ai 1945 46 and foi the financial year 1946 47” 

Sbn Satya Narayan Sinba (l)<til<l..iiu.i < am s.ii.m Non-Miih.iniiii.>d.uii Sn 

J move 

'That 111 tlie miKUiai motion fot the woid the word ‘ten* he spbstituted ’ » 

Mr. President: Amendment nioied 

'Tliat 111 the oiiRinnl motion for the woid ‘h\c' the word ‘ten’ he substituted " 

The Honourable Su: Akbar Hydan: Sn, I accept the •tincndineut 
ProX. N. G-. Hanga ((iiuttui mm Ncllun Noii-Miiliammad.m llinai) >sn, 1 
wibh to make one bubmission, 1 um sonw I did not make it curlier when the 
motion was lust put I find that in the provinces the practice is for Goveinmeiu 
lo supply then vaiioub administrative and other reports denlmg with general 
problcMiib to evc'iy member of the legislature But hen* unless a meinbur special 
Jy iibks foi a paiticulai icpoit aftei coniiiig to know' lhat such a icpoit lias been 
inibiNlu'd, it is not su|)])lud to him \nd it so happens that cmmi when a mem 
iiiM .isks toi tlie icpoit he is told thal he lutb to .ipph in the usual wa\ lo the 
\I.iM.igi‘i 1)1 (SoM'tiiiiiciil I’liblualioiis who will supply on paMiicnt, .ind ‘'O • n 
willi tlic icsiilt tliat most of us aic handicapped tor w.nit ot propei lilcialui. 
iiid inioini.ition It iiiav suit the convenience of (iovernment to keep as 
.ii.int t)l IIS .IS possible* III as much lanoi.iticc us possible in lep.iid to tin- .icli- 
\itiis of tlicii v.irioiis cicp.utmcnts. but I would leitamlv like* \oii, Sn ii* 
stieiij*tlieii oni pic.i tli.it Gnvernmont should, ns f.ir as possible,” plat e th* ir 
published lepi^rts at oiii disj<os.il It they e.iii legitiniatolv pleijd shoit.ti.'t 
of paper oi any othci difliculty thcj n.av at least take the trouble to inform ub 
what repoits have been published so that those of us who are interested in any 
one of those reports may write to them .ind get it free 

Sn M. Anantbasayanam Ayyangar (Madias Ceded Distmts and Cluttoui 
Non-Muhuinin.idun Rmal) In addition to that I will show liow absurd tlie 
LUiiduLt of Govci iiiiieiii is in this mutter I have been wiituig*to vaiious depart- 
uients to supply mo with these reports so as to enable me to address the House 
much better They would say that many of them were not available, and after 
two icnrs we w'oiild get .nn iiitiriiHtioii fiorn the Manager of Civil Publientiows, 
Delhi, that those leports which we wanted while they were current were all 
there and at our owm cost we could e.-iiry them home But by that time thev 
have become out of date Instead of rc^peating that iiiibtakc I suggest that 
Honouiahle Members on that side would do well to circulate these reportb to 
Members Bv that Government which are spending 400 to 500 crores are not 
going to lose. 
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The Honouiable Sir Akbar Hydui: Tn so fur ns my two departments of 
liifoiiiiation untl Broadcasting and Plnniiiiig and Development are concerned, 
it is not rny wish to keep ITonoiirahlc Mcmhcis iii llie dark, and 1 shall be glad 
to lia\(' a statonient prepaied of the s \ei.d publications of the two departments 
mIiicIi .itf for sale Hoixurrahle lifeinhtis tan then rick off the pubhcnlions 
v.int and thc^ will be hont to them fiee of charge 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangax: 1 hopi' other Honouiublc Members 
•\ mid also do likewise 

Q£r. President: i nui^ add that in Iknnb.iy, this is the practice A circular 
IS sent to 1\rembeis iiientiomiig all the publications which Government publish 
from time to time--leporJs and such othci things—and then Members are 
ntjucstcd, as the Honouiable Sir Akbar Hydan has lust said, to tick off the 
publications cacli individual Member is iiiteiested in. and then those publica¬ 
tions are supplied to him regiilail^ fice of ehaige without waiting for any 
requisition on his iinrt 

Sri T. A. Bamabngam phettiar (Madias Indian Commerce) The same 
pincticc is follow'cd in Madras also 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division Non-Miihammadan) This 
was the practice in this House also with regard to Bailway Reports w'hich w'cre 
11 ' ide aviiil.ible on application 

Mr. PrSsident: The question is 

‘ Tliat in the oiiRin.il motion foi the \\<»i<l li\o’ the wonl ‘ten' be snhslitiiteil ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. FresidenJI;: The question is 

“That thi^ Vseombh do nrorcod to elect, in -ucli inaiinei the Hnnoui.'Me tlie Pietideiit 
ni.i direct (en nnn.ofrKiai ineiiibors to aeix" on the StanJiiiR CorniniKee to adviNe on 
Miltjcds ’ll the Ilepaitmeiit ot Infoinnlion .nd Btoadea'liiiR for the nne\)iiied portion ot 
111 (urient iitMiui.il M’.ii 1945 46 and foi the fnmmi.il cenr 1946 47’ 

Thu motion was adopted 

Mr. President: i have to inform Hunouitiblc Mcmbeis that the following 
d.ile. iiiiM been fixed foi leceivmp nominatioiis and holding elections, if neces- 


sai_> 111 conncflion wilh the followimj ('oinTiiillecs, namely 

Divto for Datn for 

noiQ'nnt oil duct on 

1 Stamlin*'( "in nittc’i for tlio IVpi tmont of 112-1010 l:{-2-19IO 

Coin luue 

2 Stand iiR Comm'ttoo for the Ml |ii.i(ia'nt of 11-2-19(0 12-2-1940 

IiulustriOii and Suppliea 

3 Iiiiponal Conned of Agnciiltinul Ilcsearcli 11-2-1940 14-2-194G 

4 Stand'ng Coinn itteo for the Dcpnrtiaent of 11-2 19!G 11-2 1910 

Iiiformat on and Dioideast ng 


'J’lie iiornmatioiis for all the foui t'liimmttees will be iccei\cd in the Notice 
Olli( 1 uptcj 12 Nuov on the d.ih ^ imiitiincil foi flic piiipo'-c Tlic ilections, 
which will he conducted m accordance wifh the Regulations for the holding of 
elections by hk.ihs of the single twnsfciablc vote, will be held m the Assistant 
Socretar\moni in llu* funiifil Honcr bcfw’cen the hours of 10-30 .ind 
3 T M 

• KLl’.CTUICITY (SUPPLY) BILL 

The Honourable'Dr B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member) Sii , 1 move loi Ic.ivc 
to iiitioflucc .1 li'll to pifui.U’ foi the iationali«safion of the production and supply 
of clectrcilN and geiicMaMx foi taking measures conducive to the electrical 
dc\^ lopiiicnt cit Indi.i 

Mr. President; Tlic qui'.fion is 

“I'h'l ',1 Ii'led In intrndiiT .i I'.dl «i> |.i..vidp foi tho rutlon.disnlion of the 

pui'hi. !'iin ,iiii| siinph (if elii’ticiti .inri tTP’iPi iIK fi'i takiii'.’’ mpanirp<« ooiidiime to tlio 
ell Im.il dp\i''cicijieiil ol Iiinu ' 

The in tion was adupte'd 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Sir, T introduce the Bill 



TllANSFEll OF PROPERTY AND SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Sir Aaoka (I.a\v Member): 1 move for leave to intro¬ 

duce a Bill further to amend the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the Hindu 
Disposition of Property Act, 1916, and the Indian Succession Act, 1926. 

Mr. President: The quosl,ion is 

“That leave be granted to introdnco a Bill further to amend the Transfer of Piopeity 
Alt, 1882, the Hindu Disposition of Pioperty Act, 1016, and the Indian Succession Act, 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Aaoka Sir, I introduce the Bill 

INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) Jill.L 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque (Commerec Member) Sir, 1 
move. 

“That the Bill fuither to amend the Insurame Act, 1038, be taken into lonsidcialion ’’ 

*Sir, it was in November 1944 that the Dill vias first inirod'ieed m the 
Assembly and after a full debute uhTied to .i Selei t Coiniiiittee Amongst 
the present Memberb oi the Assembly Mi S ityai n .\.iii Siiih.i, hir Muliainmiul 
'!k .1111111 ivhaii, Mr. Essuk Sait, Mr. Naiirn.ui, Mi I hapnmii-Mortimer and Mi 
Uwilt were meniheib of th.it Select Comimtleo Otheis, but no longer m thib 
Assembly, were Sir Vitlml Narayan Clitindavarkar, Sii Abdul Halim Cliii/navi, 
Mr N C Chundei, Afr T T Kiisbnamacliaii, Mi Akhil Cliaiidia Datta, Sir 
lihagchand Soni, Mr Abdul Qaiyum lit ICoosLiiiblio^ A Lalljcc .mil Mi 
lihulubbai Desai 1 should aekiiowleilge heie the talucd work doito Ihoso 
who are not in our mulhl today, spotiall.t at the Select Coniimttee stage, and 
] should speciallv like to nientiou about the great help and assislanee \\c had 
received fiam Mr Bluilabhai Desai, Ihe dibtmgui«ihod Jjc.'idei of the Oiiposition 
111 the last Assemblv and an eminent l.iwyor of All-Tiitlia fame The Dill was 
■tory carefully eonsideied at the vaiioub sittings ot tlie Select (’omniittoe in 
January 194.5 While the Select Committee substaiiti.illy agreed to tue rnaiu 
features of the Bill, either in their original form oi w 'th a few minor eii. nges 
a few new features of far-reaching impoitanoe were introduced at the Seleit 
Committee stu^e, the most important being two clauses ielating to limitation 
of ovemll expenses of both life and non-hfe companies As borne out by the 
Report of the Select Committee, there was a sharp difference of opinion in the 
Committee on tins point, and it was a subiect of mmiites of dissent for somi« 
re.isori or other from almost every member of the Comuntl^e; even those who 
were definitely m favour of the prna iple of over.sll liiTntr.tion suggested in 
their notes to have the figures recommended by the Select Committee further 
investigated 

The Report of the Select Committee w.is pieseuted to the House on the 
11th February 1945, and Government weie anxious to proceed further with 
the next stage of the Bill and take up all Die provisions of ihe Bill as recom¬ 
mended bv the Select Committee excepting the two new clauses added at the 
■Select Committee stage, and which were both controversial ui nature But 
iiiifortumitelv the Budget discussions, voting of grants and other busini'ss o| 
the Assemblv filled up almost the enthc time-table and there was not enough 
time left for further consideration of the Bill wTthiii its time-linfit fixed for the 
last Session of the Assembly • 

Tn the meantime, the attention of Go\eriiment had been diiuvn lo certain 
evil trends m the manogement of lusuranee computiies, prejudiiial to the beat 
interests of insurance business in India Ciovcrnmoul immcdmtelv appointed " 
a committee under the Chnirmnnship of Sir Cowasjee Jehangir with Mi Wajahat 
Hussain—the Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank who iinfortiinati l.v died 
sometime ago and was a great loss—Sir Alan Lloyd, Sir George Morton, Mr 
K R P Shroff, Mr J. K Mitter and Mr. Vaidyanathan, Superintendent ot 
(617) 
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Insurance, as nienibeis of the (\)nunittee That CuiiiiiiilU'e submitted its repoit 
to Government somotinie in July 1945, and in necoidunce with the leconimenda- 
tions of this Coinnnttee, a Dill*is being drafted which, T hope, to bring betoie 
the House as soon as ])Osaihle As the new clauses introduced .it the Selei t 
Ootniiiittee stage of the Hill T introduced in 1944 lociissed <i good deal of atten¬ 
tion fioni insurance iiilerests in India and were not free from certain amount 
of controlersies fioiii a section of Insurance interests. 1 have excluded thes*‘ 
two chiiisps from the present Bill, so that the present Bill m.iy deal ns far as 
possible with more oi less iion-contcntions iti'ms or clauses that weic genoralh 
.igreed to b\ the last Select roinmittee T pioposc .to incorporate the two new 
sections which are subject matters of controversies at the second Bill which 1 
propose to introduce as soon as possible 

Since that time our attention has also been di.^un to ceit.iin other flaws and 
laciinne, more or l^ss of a minor nature, and opportunity has been taken ’■-o 
incliule a few' clauses t«^ remove them with a view' to clarifying some of tHe 
provisions of the mam Act 

The present Bill also introduces two or three new proposals which T hoiie 
will be agreed to b\ the House and some of them \cry nrgeutlv necessary 
Under the Indian Insurance \ct, the Supeiiiitcndcnt of Tiisuiaiice must be .i 
qualihed actuary rnfortunately the number of qualified actuaries is extremely 
lirnite*!, oiiK .ibout 15 iii the whole of India, and all of them aie m most respon¬ 
sible positions m Insurance companies and it is .ilmost impossible to get .i suitable 
man from .uiiongst actualles with expeiience and knowledge to fill this very 
impnit.ani post, I am giatcful to the Oriental that at .i (riiical moment m wai 
time t1ie\ uuiie to our assistance and let us the services of Mi Vaidvanathnn 
Mr Vnidiaiiatlian has been an asset to us and 1 wish to take this opportunity 
of jilacing on record lus in\alunblc scrMco to the cause of insurance in India 
But it will not be possible for (•o\criimcnt to have the services of Mi Vaidj.i- 
natliau .illcr M.irth next .md it wois with extreme diffiiiiltv that wo hav 
manured hi keep him on till the end of March We have tried our hi'st to find 
out some suitiihic person after Mr Vaidvanathnn’s eminent services with hi^ 
expeiience and talents, but without any success, Mud I am sure the Ifoiise 
will not desire me to get the Superintendent of Insuiancc fiorii abroad I am 
advised, after fonsultnig the best insiiranic opinion that the lime has come 
when with actuarial assistance under him it should be possible for the Supcrin- 
teiidciil of Iiisiir.iiwe to adniiiiihler the Aft, c\eii if lie himself is not an 
actu irv Some of the most intiicate technical, financial and economic places 
.ire hoiiig .ihlv maimed bx Indian personnel as recruited from the \nrions 
serxiccs oi fiom the inihlic life of this counlrv The Governor of the Beserv-’ 
Bank is from the ('i\il SoiMfc, and 1 do not therefore see an\ icason why wo 
should not be able to find n smtahle Indian for this post, even if ho is not an 
actuarx himself (lovciumoiit therofoie feel that the relevant elnuses of the 
Act should he iirirentlv modified to eiiahle us to appoint a Ruit.ihle Rujiermtcn- 
dent of Insurance XeccNsarv provision has therefore been made in tlie present 
Bill to incorporate .m .imendmeiit on this point 

Hu anutlier jiew pripobiil relates to the stage when the Superintendent of 
Jnsuiaiice “an istep m to eiibiire belter iiiaiiai'emeiit among the msiir.mec 
comp. lilies Under the Statute, he can under Sei tion 22 (piestion the va^u.ition 
and imdnr Section ;13 lie has powers to order an eiiquirx into the affairs of the* 
.oompaiiv under (eit.im f oiitmgcneies But he has no power, as the law stands, 
to step in to correct the .iffairs of aiiv company at the propei singe In fact, 
he can only excrci&e his power after all the mischief h.is been done It will Iv^ 
reah'/ed that m the long run the soundness of insiirnnec business depends on 
the lates of premi.a and the conditions on the basis of which these msurniiee 
contracts are issued If premium rates on xvhich the working of a eompnnv 
depends are unsound, the result of the valiintiou xvill he nntiirallv siieh ns to 
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mvok'j ultiiTiiitcly the* exorciso of prwor under SedK.ii ‘22 1)\ flu* Sii|)ci’irilen(l('nt 
of Insurance Tlint happens at a later «slnsp tlie wion*' as I have said 

has already been done It has recently com.* to our nohie th.il some companies 
have been quotinj special reduced prcmuiin rates for spec i.il i l.isses of policy¬ 
holders, eg , “Directors and their friends” In one ease, the House will be 
surprised to learn the eatej^orv was further improved in»oii bv the inclusion of 
acquaintances” also in the list All tliest^ discriimnutorv and unfair rates 
of piemiuiii must ualurallv affect the soimdiiess of the coinn.inv and iiltimfitelv 
valuation It is therefore proposed that the Superintendent of Insuraneo 
should have some power to have the latcs of premia .ind (onditions on the 
basis of nhieh insnraTteo eoiitraets are issiu*d to be eertili ul bv an actuary 
approved bv bun, if he has nsasons to hold that the original rates are jnima 
fane nnworkahh This ml! avoid the necessity of (|uestiomn" *1 valuation 
under Section 22 at a later sfaKc 'lul will obviously fiivc an opjiortnuitv to the 
insurance companies fo u-cliTv their delect*, at an e •-I.ilc The relevant 
clause of the Bill Peeks to scciiro thi*. out! • 

Another minoi addition pun 1\ ol i foimal i.i‘ure, is piooosed to give power 
to llie Superintendent of Insurance tf* issm* hioiiratec oi legistrafion certificates 
on paMivenl of a fee Insurers fliemeehes simetimes lesire more than one 
eop\ as oiujinal certificates mnv be mislaid or lost or the comfmnies them¬ 
selves niav desire to ha\» duplicate copies exhibited in their Branch offices 
The iii'xt ih.iii 2 e ih to allow lommissioii to .in .igent who may revue a lapsed 
policv win n he is hniiseli not llie agent who actuallv secured the original 
polu*' Old agents -ometiines do not puisne their polu les and the i)rO])osed 
section pro\i(les that il will apply oiiK in ease of genuine lapi»u In other words, 
it (.mnot be leiued without a fiesli niediial examination and that onU aftei 
giving propel notii e to th<‘ oiiginal agint. and ^beri'fore it should he possible 
for aiiothei agent to reiue a lapsed polie> 

Sii, the piescnt law aKo pioxules lor penalty to an agent foi offeiiiig lebat.^s 
or to aiuone insuring Ins life .ic<epting siuh rebates But the pt laltv is veiv 
sm.ill to he in any way efti'ctue In l.iei. the neu.iUy is onlv Us lot) lor the 
agent and Us oO foi the man y\hr has insmed his life It is .in on‘>i sisict 

that ill spite ql this peii.ilty the rebate tiiek has been going on all thiough and 
it has been leprcsciited th.it the penalty in both eases should be substantuillv 
increased and necessaiv provision lias been made in the Bill to that effect 
Barring these few idditioiis, the piesent Bill is piaiticallv the same as the 
old Bill, oinittiug, .is f luue said before, the elanses about the limitation of 
nyeiall expeiiditiiie But as most of the ’Members of the House are new, T 
^ould like tins oppoitu’ntv to explain a few main proxisions of the Bill 

Firstly, the provision about the sepaiatioii oi eiutn.iiking of the investnients 
fepresentiiig the assets of life insumnee policv-holders Honourable Membeis 
are aware that llie msiii.inee company mat bo eithei a life iiisiiranee eom])nny 
or a conipohite roinpuiu representing tire, iiiariiie, aieident .iiid other conti.scls 
But wliatever may be the nature of the companv, the life insnranee fund is 
in the nature of a trust and should always be ayMilable most readily* and no-one 
should be iilloyy cd to plav wnth (hat monev if the interests of the policv-Iiohlei s 
are to be protected and safeguarded till their dues inatutfe But a composite 
company, representing fire, marine or .nccident may invest its life funds in non- 
life ventures and that it mav have to incur serioiis loss and mav meet even 
with disaster in the long run upon its non-life business Anything that pre- 
jiidiees the interests of the life poliev-holders must be senipiiloiisly safeguarded 
so that no disaster or loss m any non-life business mnv affect the interests of 
the life policv-holders, such ns it mnv possibly be in marine, .accident or fire 
hnshiess Aeain if a purely life insumnee enmnanv goes into lioindation its 
other creditors who are not nolicv-hoWers should look to the realization of their 
dues onlv from the assets of the eomnnny outside the fund renresenting the hfe 
insumnee interests They cannot impinge in any w'ny upon the interests of the 
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life policy-holders This was exnctl 5 ' what was recommended by the Clauson 
Committee in the United Kingdom It strongly advocated this course being 
adopted lleceut legislation iii the Comnioiurpalth of Australia have also 
provided for this In America, in fact, the Government have gone further. A 
company transacting life business is prohibited from transacting any other type 
of business, including other tvpes of insurance business, so that any bad 
trading under nnv class of business mav not in nnv way adversely affect the 
interests of the life poliev-holders This was also the idea behind legislation in 
^ fund ^oiild be separatelv earmarked and separatelv invested, as 
■ nnmelv that the investments renresenling the life insurance 

would appear from the Notes on Clauses which form the Annexnre to the Bill 
as oiiginally introduced But the section, as it stands at present, does not 
achieve this end The elaiise in the present Bill onlv seeks to ensure the posi¬ 
tion so that the life insurance fund may be separatelv invested and earmarked 
as fi-nds which cannot he tou«hed upon by any other class of business or in any 
otliei transaction 

Secondly, there has recently been a tendency among insurance companies 
tiunsacting life business to expand into other classes of business While this 
should not in any w'ay be discouraged, it is only reasonable that tho\ should 
not be allowed to transact other classes of business before they are able to 
bring up their life insurance fund to such a size as would cover their liability 
to their life policy-holders Otherwise a composite company would start With 
a deficit to its hfr poliev-holders The life policy-holders of a conipanv which 
transacted onlv life business at the start noturallv look to the original shnra 
capital ns a secuntv only to the life poliev-holders but once other classes of 
business are entered into the share e.ipital would then provide joint seeuritv to 
all classes of poliev-holders and to that extent the fund to which the life poliev- 
holders will look to, should adversity set in, >8 diminished The present Bill 
therefore proposes to raise the life insurance fund to an amount eminl to the 
liabilities under life insurance policies before an insurance cnmpanv may he 
permitted to undertake any other class of insurance hiisiness, namely fire, 
accident and marine 

ThirdW, there have not been a few cases in which a eompanv transacting 
life insurance husinesg w'as rnnra facie unable to meet its liability tow-ards Hf« 
policy-holders taking into account only the paid up capital Tn cueh eases 
fhe cnTnp.inics deemed themselves to be solvent taking into aceniint uiienllcd 
capital ng if it w'as cash in hand It is m.anifpstlv unfair to the bb* policv- 
hnlders for a company receiving its funds from the bfp poliev-holders to spend 
.iwnv its ninnev and then to plead fhe iiP'’.slled copifnl and try to ennnte a part 
of the halulitv to policy-holders from the uncalled eapital Uncalled capital 
reprf'seiits nothing liut promises and mav not in several cases be realisable, 
p.irficiiiarlv w'hen the concern is driven to the neeessitv of calling the imeailed 
capital in times of emergency to cover their thoughtless expenses and then 
to try to meet its liabilities to the policv-holdeis from the uncnlled eapital 
Tn view of the law' as it stands at present it has been held that iinealled capital 
could not he ignored and should he considered as available to meet the nosition 
of iiisilvenev and no acfinii fur taking the company to linuidnt.ion could arise 
unless it is proved thift th(» uncalled capital was unrenlisable Yon cen iindo-- 
staiul how difficiiit it'is to ]irove that the uncalled capital is not realisable and 
this IS an iiiisatisf.ictorv position, having regard to the interest of the life policv- 
holdeis and the present Bill tries theioforo to rectify this defect. I can quit > 
casiljr* visualise the case of u company which started with a paid up capital 
of a lakh of rupees and a sery large unpaul capital of 99 lakhs They go on 
nionily spending the life insurance fund of the policy-holders to the tune of l»9 
laklis or near that amount When that stage is reached it can easily be seen 
how very difficult it would be to realise even a small fraction of the uncalh d 
capital in time in anv case that is a contingency which will depend upon the 
realisation and life poliev-holders must always be sure of prompt payments. 
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Fourthly, there are some cases m which compuuies sit tight on claims even 
when they hove been decreed by Courts of Law; without paying their liability 
as decreed by the Court they still go on merrily roping in new policy-holders, 
whilo profusely advertising their strength anil, amongst other things, their 
prompt settlement of claims The present Bill provides that this should be 
stopped, so that any company against whom payment of claims is outstanding 
should be debarred from securing any new life business before it is able to pay 
off their claims to policy-holders 

Fifthly, with a view to enabling compunies to settle claims promptly, the 
1938 Act (lesired to give policy-holders the facility of nomination as distiiignishrd 
fitom assigument under the Married Women’s Property Act, as the latter n 
somewhat more rigid than the former. It was not at that time contemplated 
that the nomination which in most cases may be for the benefit of the wife or 
children or both, should attract the rigid piovisions of the Married Women’s 
Property Act While it was not in any way desired that a policy-holder wanting' 
the seeurity provided by the Married Women’s Property Act should in any way 
he deprived of it, however neid such conditions mav bo, it was intended that 
the policv-holder speeifieally desiring *hc elasticity* provided by the nomination 
under the Tnsiiranee Aet should not be subjei { to any ri^ddity as contemplated 
iindei the Afamed Women’s Property Act Ae (lie lanc,iiape of the law stands, 
it is open to a doubtful interprets'hm and ihi-« ha<« to a certain extent militated 
against many pohoios c‘'ttin<» the privileee «>f nominations as was desired by 
the leiri'ilatnre when this Bill wn« p-issed into lew An amendment seeks to 
remove this laeiins and eonfer on nominations the elasticity originally con¬ 
templated 

t'lxthl^, t'le lliil laoMihs fneililicb foi aiiialgamatioii and ti.fiisfer ol business 
ot I’lovidont Soclt•tle^ as between thenibelves with the sanction of the iSupeiin- 
leiiiliMit of liisuiMiice, and without lesorting to heavy expenditure in a eoiiit oi 
I.iw' There are some soiieties which ,ire struggling for existence and if they, 
sliouid thcN wish to do so, can be amalgamated with «.tronger units, they can 
impnwe t'loiv condition 'Flie amendment contemplates to make this possible 
witli' lit lo'-s of tune .ind without much expenditure that may be necessary for 
effecting nni.iig.iniation, if llie\ aie to do it through court pioceedmcs, which will 
llatll•.l11,^ lll^olvl• lic.-ivy expenditure There are actually some societies and 
as llonourablc Members are aware these provident societies reach a class 'f 
people winch cannot be re.iched by the ordinary insurance business They are 
so small and their means are so small that if they had to m.ike the transfer 
a court affair, there w'oiild be nothing left for them It is only with a view 
to prevent that that this power is given to the Superintendent to direct the 
amalgamation of the company subiect to his being satisfied on all particulars. 

I do not wish to leiicthen mv speech I have tried to explain the main 
features and provisions of the Bill Barring a few additions which I have tried 
to e\*plnin in the Bill The present Bill is actually what was before the Select 
rommittee except the controversial clauses about the hmitation of ovpt.iH 
expenditure, about which T hope T may he able to introduce another Bill as 
soon ns possible 

Sir, I move 

Mr. President: Motion moved: 

“That the Bill fnither to nmend the Insurance Act, 1938, be taken into cnnsider.itinn ’’ 

I would now request Honourable Members to move tb^ir amendments 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haroon Jafler (Bombay Southern Division* Muham' 
mndan Rural): Sir T move: 

“That the Bill be raferred to a Select Committee, consisting of the Honourable the 
Commerce Member the Honourable tbp Law Member, Messrs L S Vaidyanathan, Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi, T Chapman-Mortimer, Ali Asghar Khan, N V Gadgil, Sri Prakaaa, 
M Anantha 8 a 3 ranam Ayyangar and Ahmed K H Jaffer, with instructions to report by the 
end of February 1946, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five " 



Mr. President: I t.ikr if that flu* llonouniblc Meiiibcr tins given up the 
idea of nioMiig bis fust ameiidnient 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: Sir 

Mr. President: AiiKMidnunt uiomhI 

“Th.it tJii- Hill Im> iiMi-iiuiI In .i Si^lint t'mniniliic, consisting of the Honourable the 
Cummcitc Mcnihci, tli« llonouiahle tlic iJIw Mcinbei, Messii* L S V.iuiy.inathan, Abdur 
Uahmiin Sidihqi 'I' ( h.i]iin.in Moilinici Ah A'i;hai Khan, A V Gadgil, Sii Pr.ikasa, 
M Annnlh.is.i\.in.iiii A\\.ingai and Ahiiud h II .lafloi, with instiiRtions to loiioit by the 
end of Febiu.ii\ 1946 , ai'nl that the innnbei nt nieiiilicis wlui»e piesciuo shall bn netessar} 
to constitute .i meeting ot the C'oiiinuitee sh.ill (h- live *' 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jailer: Sn, lieadmg tho Stateuiunt of ObjeuJbn 

!ina iicasnns it is mi'nitonod lh.it “(ert.iiii .titfinations mostly ot .i itiiiioi* iihIihl 
including tliosi- notcssai\ to mititx ilcloifs wlncii lia\c toniu to light since 
the iiitiodiu Hon ol the .il)n\e-inenltoned Jlill in H)li"ha\e In en in.idc, and 
iL’it.nii ])ioMsioiis leiummg fnilliei iniisideiation lia\e lieen uniitfed ’ J’lie veiy 
f.ict tlint llieie are so m.inx nnieiidinents lo tins liill clcnrli slums tli.it it 
lont.inis iii.itleis ol n <ontnneisial luitiiii Minch should bo icfeiied to a 
Melccl (\iiiiiiiittec Af'.i 1 .'ill the Selei t (‘imnnitteo has got to suhniit its 
repoit l)^ (he end ol l‘fl>iu.4r\ atiil I can sci no olijcction to it, bec.nise the 

lepoif lias In lie suhiiiitted to the Ifniise .ind f see no reason wliatevcr why 

the Mill should he pushed through now Ml nsei the worlil in matteis of 
insurance changes, the Mills aie Inonght to the imtici of the public The Mill 
which IS now jireseiiteil has (onie out tioin the oiii' wliicli was presented 
hi foM', and I siiggesl th.it ve sil logelhei and ex.aijime it inimiteH There 

.ire so iiianv c ]aii>>es in the Mill now {imposed th.il lhe\ ie(]niie dehnile 

sc IlltlllN 

Gnu ol the ill*suggestV, th* ciiiestion ol the appoinlnieiit ot .in insiiianLo 
siijK'iintendeiif The old \i t savs that he should he an ailuaiy this Mill 
sec Its to reino\e that qu,ihhcMlion SeeondK the eh.nigis aie ol a Mini nature 
and thc\ should lie |)io|h*iI\ laid Intoie a c oiiiTniltcM* who cun go into .ill these 
qiicsticjns 1 suggesi thiiec.in he no liettei leinccK than to relei fins Mi'l 
to a tSelec t Coiiiiiiittee, which I ha\e pioposed 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Mereh nits’ Chamber and Mmeau Indian Oom- 
iiierce) Sii, 1 have no desne to block the transtei ot this Mill to a Select 
CumiJiiitee. hut {leison.illv I think that most, nt the clauses (though it looks 
a volnimnous Mill theie is nothing leally in it), aic* simple the two oi three 
iKJW c'auhcs wliidi h.ive been intiodiic.i*d into fhis Mill li.ive been explained by 
the Jlonuuiahie Aluiei, incl I (liiiiK tlie\ aie non-ton(io\eisi.il so fai as we 
.lie conreinccl Tlie sinpiise is lh.it the sf.cfe of the law was such that hithcilo 
the jirovision jii.uli in elanse 2.) with legaid to Hie ialeiilatioii of unpaid calls, 
that these iinji.iid c.ills could he (.onsicUied in tlic- cjiiestion ol \ahiation m the 
{last IS itselt ,i l.ii uiiii, .iiicl 1 .iiii suipajsed that the (jovoinment permitted it. 

Ill tlie past Anw.ai now that tin \ <ae brmgiug ll lu, uoilu of ns ciiiaiiel 
with it .iiul it is lery we'eome 

Snmi.iilv, the proMsioii with leg.ird to the isolation and determination of 
the life tiind hefoie a comptiin is peiimtted to indulge in msuranec activities 
in other fields '1 Ins is .■ \ei\ s.ihitai\ and gcaid picmsion .iiul it is all right 
Mut i veil if one lite coinp.nix js not peiinittecl to elite) into anothpr field until 
tlieir finiintcs me c-aiefiilli sc iiiliiiiscd—claiises H and 17—even if this is pro- 
Aided, liow are \ou going to deal with those cases in which promoters and 
inanngeis of insiiianee (.oinii.imes .ne infcrested not onix m one class of insur¬ 
ance i)ut 111 \aiions» otliLi classes of .iptivities and the whole question of tho 
mter-locking tinance? MealU, tlicre is no incut m this Bill, if T may say so. 
and T must sa\ that J am not at all hapipy or satisfied with the stateincmt 
made bv the Honourable (^ornmercc Alemher expl.iming the reason why it has 
been necessarv not to bring in all tlu items which were included in the last 
Mill; why have they not biought them into this Bill? So far as the question 
of limitation of expenses is concerned, I do not know whether that was also 
a topic gixen to my friend Sir Cowasjee Jehangir and his committee, but it is 
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limt, kiiiil t)i question winch would require directly a reference to the Select 
Coniniittee Why has the Honourable Coiiimerce Member omitted the two or 
three da uses which wcie forniiiluted at tho tune of the last Select Committee 
—40B and the other one—why have they not been included in this Bill? Why 
i*. ho afniicP Ho says he is forinulnting another Bill Had he not got enough 
liiiie’’ The ('owusjee .Jehaiigir Coiriiiuttoe reijortod, I take it, in JuK 1945 

There have been more th.in six months in the hands of the Government since 

then to fornniliite a Mill which could have been knocked into shape in Select 
t'oiniiuttcc .111(1 llic inenibers ol the Select ('oiniiiitte« would have h.id .idequati' 
tune to de.il with the niiiller ^\h}, inav I know, li.is all this linic been 
taken and why h.is lie thought it necessaiy to defei tliose items'^ Now he is 
pioinihing—lie is not even proinising—ho has said th.at the Bill is being 
di.ilted' Wo ,iie quite f.imiii.ii with I’le.isnr'y Bench .innoiincenu ts wli.ili .ne 
alw.i^s giiaided and always leave a dcwir of escape 1 am not hupp> 1 want 
i clear .issuiuncu tbut tin rest of that Bill, the lest of the in portanl clauses 

-and leiilly the most impoit.iiil c**;nis»' .\ith which we weii concerned—that 

these will lie embodied into l.iw .'s eailv is pcjvsiblc* and in.it w'lll not tiy 
to lock the dooi .iftei tlie Ikum* has down Hvcn tf.clay, a* I im t.ilking, 

vfiiious negoti.itions aie going on .it c.iiime .'lae<*- some ot which I know, 

which .ne not entiielv to the .»lv mt.'ge o' the iii'Oiing pooia oi the pohex- 
lio'clcis \\ hv IS goM'inmenl putting in «>n.iec. ^ . del.ic ' 1 hope the Bill 

will he introihucal .ind that in his lei l^ he wdl gi\e ns .m .issin.'iieo th.it it 

will lie introdiued so ni .md he wdl give 'idjqu..te tune to the SeU-cl Committee 

to sit on it .md finish d liffoic* lla end of this session 

Now. with reg.iicl to the post ot supeimteiulcnt ot insurance Tln«. post 
has been to niv knowledge -subjeet lo csiireetuai—oienpied b\ two piiMins 
hiiiee It v.is instituted ami both ot them h.ivc it is acknowledged done very 
good work V\c' .ire on oui side* gl.ul to asscxiate ouiNelves with the tribute 
whic-h has been given to Mi \ .udvanatli.in b> the Commerce R’lember for the 
veiv good weak whieli he has done, and it is regrettable that the requirements 
of the (ompaiiv to wliieli he be'ongs do not peimit .on uxtopsion of his service 
in this ])ku*e But. the solution does not seem to he* satishictory .ind happy 
'I’he Honour.ihle Coinmc-ice Membei seemecl lo imply that as an 1 C S man 
has been found good enough loi the Iteseive Bank, wdiv should not an T C S 
man be found good enough to do the work of the superintendent of msuranco? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: On a point of personal explana- 
fioM, 1 nevei s.ucl ICS 1 said from tho services .md fiom the publio life 
of this country 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I am verj happy to have this elueidntion and I am 
happy that the Hoiionrahle Cominer'o Member has not .dready made up his 
mind with legaid to the fil’ing ol this post by an ICS I h.ivo no qiLirrel 
with the I C S Main disfmgnished men h.ive clone veiy good woik in various 
fields, but I do s.iy,—and 1 say this with some intimate knowledge of the 
tusk involved not cmlv m niniiing insuianee but in ilcdc'c-ting and eheckmg the 
evils wliieh .ne likel> to niovv it things are not iiiii laopoily—and f do sa;, 
this that I would like to see in the suijermtemlent of insuriince cpiahties 
not oiilv of the head and capaeitv as an inlclhgent admmistratioii in general, 
hut I would like to see in linn an inlini.ite knowledge .md fiiimliautv w'lth 
the operations of msuiiince eonipaiiies and the questions which arise, partieii- 
larly the horiloi-hne questions vvliieh arise, and T say, without any fear of 
contradiction, tliat I eonnot think of an T C S man, picked up from the 
district, or even picked up from tlie lower ranks of the Sccietariat in Delhi, 
who can promptly and efficiently discharge what we conceive to be the func¬ 
tion of the superintendent of insurance If T may venture to make a sugges¬ 
tion, my suggestion would bo that on this occasion at all events and for the« 
next few years the Honourable the Commerce Member should make an attempt 
to fill this post with a man who not being an actuary is still engaged in the 
business of insurance or has been intimately associated with it so ns to enable 
him to have inside knowledge of the practices of insurnnee companies and of 
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tlie iii.iipiiittices uhicli Mime of tSie insurance tonipumcs lAtiy.^e resorting to 
I ^\ont them to pick out u man wiio liaa goneiiil experience, and to put him 
111 the place of Supeiintendeiit ot Iiism.ineo oven if he docs not happen to be 
an actuary because I take it that a nuiiihct of actuaries are already engaged 
by (joverniiient themselves and their advice, as and when required, wou’d be 
available to the Superintendent 

I again say that it is deplorable that m our country legal reform in the 
oiganisalioii of hiisiiiess is slow When the Companies Act was [wissod in (he 
United Kingdom, India followed the U K after many years with a number ot 
iieccssai> alterations When an adequate Insurance Bill was passed m the 
Ibnled Kingdom, India came a few years behind as usual and now wc arc 
today amending something which was passed in 1938 In a country m winch 
the (lovernment is alert, in which the people and the country are co-npernt- 
ing, the evils get known at once and Government ought to be ready with an 
amending Bill within a peiiod of 12 months to put right all the little details 
When you draft n very large Bill, these are likely to escape attention and 
that soit of thing cannot be expected in India Here wo must wait for years 
Why could not tins Bi’l be rushed through on the last occasion Most of the 
useful clauses of this Bill could have been put through in the last Assemblv 
itself 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azixul Huque: I gave notice. 

Ur. Uanu Subedar: Theiefoie I say that my friend is the victim of the 
general tendency on the part ol the Treasuiy Benches to leave things to grow 
until the evil becomes too gieat They arc not prompt m cu’ling for lepoils 
from the provinces on the subject and not prompt in bunging forwaid amend¬ 
ing Bills I do not speak m any spirit of quuriel oi controversy I only urge 
that m the ease of this and vaiious other Acts relating to business organisa¬ 
tions and business contiacts, thcie aio various lacunae which I am siirpined 
Goveiinncnt does not bring in amending Bills to atop them Sii, I suppoil 
the inot’on 

Ur. T. Ohapman-Uortimer (Nomuiated Kon-UEiciul) This Bill ot 48 clausea 
looks oil the face of it veiy formidable but as the liunouiable the 
Comiueice Member and my Ilououiable tiiond opposite have pointed out, 
ill fact it IS much less tounidablc tliau it looks It is mure ui ihu 
iialure ol a tidying up ineasuie lollowing on the great woik done by the late Sii 
Niiptiuli.i Nalli iSiiear m 19 $7 Most ot the amendments pioposed m this B 11 
aie ol u niinoi nature so that theie is some ic.isuu foi the Bill being dealt with 
slraig''ilaw'ay on the floor of the House, more especially as it was thrashed out 
111 a Select Committee of tins House just .v year ago. Jn these circumstaiu es oui 
(lioup would not propose that the matter should be referred to a Select Coin- 
mittee On the other hand we recognise that there are many new members of 
this House and if the feeling wore strongly in favour of a Select Committee to 
report at a verv early date hefoie the end of February, we on these Benches 
should not resist that On the other hand, I have been asked by my party to 
draw' fiticiition to (he fact that whereas in the past we were given two members 
on the S'’irct ('niuiiiillee on this oci n>.ion oiilv one name from our Group has been 
put forward 

With reeai'1 to the Bill itself, Uioie are, I think, five major points that call 
for attcMition ,7’he first of (I.e ' is m clause 2 where Government propose, 
and, 111 mv opinion m our Gioiip’s opinion, rightly propose to do awnv with the 
rigid insistence on the Superintendent of Tnsnranee being a qualified actuary. 
.We recognise that Government in this matter should be free to choose the best 
man available After the 1937 Bill was introduced, it was vitally important 
that in the early stno'ea the work should be done and supervised personally uy 
a trained actuary and we were very fortunate to get first Mr Thomas and then 
Mr Vaidyannthan; and I should like on behalf of the European Group to 
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absociate myseli fully with what tho Honourable the Commerce Member said 
about tho excellent work done by the Supermteudent of Insurance. This Hill, 
though I call it a tidying up incuburu, in one respect, is a tribute to Mr Vaidya- 
nathan himself in that he seeks to fill up all these lacunae m the law whicn 
ueic left after the great struggle in 1937 when the Bill was debated for some 
4 months We do associate ourselves fully with the tribute paid to him 
Then the second point is in relation to clause 3, where, I am very glad 
«ee. Government are going to take further action to deal with people who, under 
the guise of calling themselves something else, are in fact managing agents. 

I refer to the words of sub-clause (g) which says. 

"(g) m Bub-section (6), for the woids ‘The Superintendent of Insurance' the words, 
hgiires and letter ‘Subject to compliance with the provisions of sections 6, 10 and 32 and 
of any order made ’ should bo sutwtitnted ” 

^ow. Sir, by this amendment the Superintendent of Insurance will now be 
.iblc, without any excuse whatever for saying that he has no power, to deal 
promptly niid effectively with managing .igcnts, to deal with them whether they 
are disguised as managers or tnunaging directorh or m apy other shape or form; 
.ihd in that connection I should like to draw Ihc attention of the Houfo and of 
>hc Government to the definition of n “managing agent ” It says* “Managing 
ngeiit’’ means env jierson, firm or eomnanv entitled {o the “management ot the 
whole nffairs of the CViinpany bv virtue, ete then it goes into details and finally 
I'lids A\ith the words ‘bv whatever name called’ When Sir N N Sircar agreed 
to that amendment he thought, in my opinion nghtlv, th.it it gave Government 
full power Aetimllv Government h.ave felt for vinous reasons with which I Jo 
nob agree but which T recognise are strong reasons that they could not .set against 
neoplo who were evading the provisions of section .82 They now propose to arm 
themselves with the necessary powers I am sure, and indeed I hope that 
GoAornmont will immediately, as soon as this Bill becomes law, deal with th.j 
said persons We welcome the new provision 

I do not propose to de.il with the Bill clause by clause I would hoAviwer like 
to deal Avith clause 4 .ind two olheis because thev are very important ’n clause 
t Government ])ropoae to arm themselves with powers of a most desir.ibie nature 
.Aiid I should like to take this opportunity to express on these Benches our 
Aieleoine to the strong powers that they propose to take, for two reasons, one 
that Ihev aie strong and secondly, they are flexible In other Avords Government 
do not propose to tie themselves in bundles of red tape Thev merely say that 
power should be given to Government to decide whether in fact the insurance 
company concerned, when they apply for the registration of the company or for 
tlie renewal of registration, in fact is offering terras which are sound and proper 
There are cases of companies that make a valuation on the basis of 4\ or 5 per 
cent and say that that is the assumed rate of interest that they are going to earn 
and on that basis they made all their actuarial calculations In fact it is quite 
chv'ous from their .accounts that instead of earning 4V or 5 per cent t.h«'v are vi 
fact earning 3 per cent —or oven less, when vou take into account the losses on 
investments and so forth Bv means of the proAnsions that Government “cek to 
incorporate in the Act that kind of company should be dealt with immediately 
T hope Government aviII take very prompt action with regard to about 20 or 30 
companies whose aff.airs are in a very “diclcv” state, to say the least 

Then, Sir, the fourth point V) which T should like to draw the,attpntion of the 
House is in clause 8 The Honourable the Commerce Member has made it quite 
c^ear that Government, for good and sufficient reasons, desire to insist upon a 
rigid line to he drawn between life business and all other elasses of business 
Sir, ns he pointed out, this is a roeommendation of the Claiison Committee It • 
is very sound and wc on these Benches whole-heartedly supnort it It will secire 
the assets of the policv-holders and prevent a lot of the rather undesirable 
activities that have been taking place, more especially within the last two or 
three vears I should like in that connection to inquire whether the proposed 
new sub-clause (2A) will be used by Government promptly and effectively in. 

r 



[7tu Feb. 1945. 


626 legislative assembly 

[Mr. T. Chapmau-Murtmierjl 
countiuiiou wilh powers they seek to take fur tkeiiiselves uudei the proposed new 
secuou 3B. It IS most ueuessary that having got the law changed they should 
promptly act upon it and not simply pat themselves on the back for havmg got 
the new Act through and do nothing effectively. 

Then, with regard to clause 20 I am afraid 1 do not quite agree with the 
arguments put forward by the Honourable the Commerce Member. I myself 
sat oil the Committee m 1907 and took some part iii the subsequent debates in 
this House I do not recollect that at any stage the then Law Member hud it m 
his mind tli.it the piopos.il now in the Bill should, in fact, bo the effect of th.j 
change made at that time Indeed, I have got here the report of the Select 
Corriinitteo and I lind th.it what they said was this 

“Clduse 32 (now 34) —We have supplied an onussiun m sub-clause (5) and by a now 
sub-clause (7) wo liave made a necessary provision excluding fium the opciation of the 
clause msuiances by a niariied man foi the benefit of his wife or childicn which aie subject 
to the piovisioiis of Act III of 1874 *’ 

Act lit of 1H71 is the Ar.nriod Wotiieu’s I’ropeity t .uiil, it IJoiiuiir.ihle Afenl- 
buis will look .It that Act, thi v will sec th.it one ol its main provisions relates to 
this \ci\ subject It is he.uled “Iiisiir.nue by hush.mil toi the benelit of liis 
wife’ Tt may be that I h.i\e mismterjneted the position, but, when we come 
to till il.inse itself, T should like to Ikmi iiioie .uleqii.itu riMsons th.in Goverii- 
meiit h.ive given up-to-date as to why tlii*y seek this aineiulrnont of the section 

And, lastly, Sii, clause 3.j la this clause the (loteimnciii seek to substi¬ 
tute lor th(\ word “Goveinmeiit” the word “approved” Wo have no strong 
objection to this and, in fact, it is obviously desirable in certain respects that 
Provident Societies should bo given a slightly greater facility in the matter of 
investments than they have at present On the other h.ind, T do hopi> that 
Govtrninont will recognise the full effect and moaning of what they seek to do, 
because what they projioae will have the effect, though I do not say that is thi* 
intention, of putting Provident Societies in a more favourable position than i 
small Insurance Company It may, of course, be Iheir intention that most of 
the pmall insurers will disappear and that the better Provident Societies will 
thereby benefit At the same time, T draw attention to this point because I 
feel sure that whatever Government .are doing in the matter, it is most im¬ 
portant that the House as a whole should recognise fiillv the BignTfic.ancp of 
what js being done more especially when we remember that Insurance Com¬ 
panies can acquire Provident Societies and some, who do, would thereby reap 
an advant-i'^e over those who do not do that I mention the point because it ’s 
a matter which we should fully consider 

Now, earlier in mv remarks I made a reference to the late Sir Nnpendra 
Sire.u and, w’lth vour permission, I would like to say a word or two about that 
Of his gre.at qualities .is a lawyer, T have nothing to sav There are others who 
are better qualified to apeak on that subject But I should like to sav a word 
or two ebout his qinslities as a parliamentarian and as a man When he c.amc 
to this TTniise, the business of the House was conducted very much as it is con- 
dueted today and he was faced with an Opposition which was. as far as the 
CoTitrress were eoneemed, suspieious of him heenuse he w^ns a notable and re¬ 
doubtable cntip rfif the Congress As far as the Miislimp were concerned tb^v 
were not. quite .sure, because he w'ns known as a great champion of the Hindu 
cause Within a verv few' months Sir Nripendra had established himself as th • 
undoubted master of the TTniise and T am sure that all those who w’orked hero 
with him wii\ agree with me that he achieved that mainly heeaiise of his own 
gre.it quahties,—^his eniirasje -whieh none of us would deny and many of us enw 
hh tini'pritv ami his intejmtv He could not hear hiimhuo Sir Nripendra was 
one of those men who want to know tho truth Tf vnu hohoyed in fhe thing, he 
’ijftcsgy, ‘A 'Wi. 'ijjWV W 
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Ifinii of exoUBOS or reutioub of expudieucy wmch are frequently advocated or 
advanced by poiitiuouB and bubiucbh men when ihey beek their own advantage 
Ml tnat bn i«ripoudra wanted to know waa ib it right or la it wrong? It it wab 
right, he fought for it with all thobc qualities which he had, and they were great 
quahticb of mind and character if it wab wrong, be oppobed it tooth and nail. 
And, iiiiully, of Sir >inpondra as a man those of us hero who had the privilege 
of knowing him knew him aa a man of great kindliness. As a man, he was a 
loyal friend and m his later days he was greatly concerned and baddened by tlio 
miseneb that overcinne his people Sir, I support the motion 

Sn M. Ajumthasayacam Ayyang^ (Madras Ceded Dibtrictb and Chittoor: 
Nou-Muhamadan liural) Sir, I have no quanel with the Bill as brought before 
the House now But i hnd^that it is a bald «iiid haiiloss Bill In a few res- 
peeib it ivaiits to tighten the loopholes hero and there, which nia>^ unavoidubly 
creep into the administration of any Iiisuiance companjr To taut extent, 1 
welcomi it But there .iri! a fi\\ lotrogrude measures wlneh .no souglit to be 
impoited into this Bill I have got a p.itticnlar «jn.irii-l wil! them iirst of 
all, it was with ver^ gie.it ditlumlt^ that m the ormn.il V'u o+ ll'-lS a el.iiise 
was iiitroiliK ed that the Superinionde*'* t.h i.ihl ’’e ae Ve{’uar\ 1 lonoiiiahle 

friend from the J'hnope.m rSioup M. C'lapn aii-M«ii«i,',Lr, wtin spoke ]usf now. 
Welcomed tlw cli.mge that he is f.jregom*' B ((u >ii‘ Mon Mi.it. tiicj Supermt'ii- 
(loni should he an \etu n’\ I .tin ‘-urp’'.se(l th.it liis (iro ip bode' u ive c h'lngcd 
then mmd, hc'c .iiise T find that in 1‘KIH it \.ns tri«> <5pokesm m «’t th.it flroup 
Mr Aikmun who w’untod to inlrodiue this cjn.ili<ieahon, v here in the oiigin.il 
Bill tliere was no siich (pinhiicatioii 1I<. wanted to introdiieo the c^ualilieatioii 
that the Supennlondont should bo au Act i.o'v of I.") veai'. standinc Mv 
JTonourable friend Shri Sji Prak.isa removed the 15 vonis (|imlifiea^ion lest it 
should stand in the way of any Indian being .ippoinled to that prV't because it 
that time, Tiidiuns did not liave the requisite qiialihc.ition of 15 je.iis btandmg 
In that form, Sii N N Sirc.ar, w’ho was piloting the Bill adopted the amencl- 
mont I am reallv surprised that all the argument, have been turned dow i 
which were Ubocl by the European Group originally winch weie also .a'copted 
by the Government for having a fully qualified Actual y as the Supennt uident 
How overnight changes came about to alter the mind of the European Group 
and also the Government, I cannot understand It is no exeuse to 8a\ th^c 
men with that qualification are not available I learn that there are about •.’> 
persons m this country who arc fully (|un1ified They may be voung men. 
Young men are cornpetemt to rule large tracts of eoiintrv, big Provinces Thev 
must only h.ave a different colour But .f our own men arc here who are fully 
capable and qualified, their only sin is they are dark m colour, thoir age stands 
in the way I am surprised how mv Honourable friend should h.avc lent himself 
to aecept.irig this modification in t^’e qualification for a Superintendent, namely 
to bring in an I C S man or even an outsider 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azizul Huque: I never said ICS men m my 
speci h 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyaugar: You must have it in vour mmd not <o 
bring m an Actuary That is enough for me 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azisul Huque: You are entering into the 
domain of astrology ^ 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: As far as a liuman h*ing can judge 
from the remarks made by the Honourable Member, it prompt* me to thinlr 
that ho IS thinking of bnngiiig in an ICS man If he is not an Actniiiy 
whom else can ho put in as Superintendent Sir, I eraphaticallv protest against 
this Thei'’ IS no reason why the head of the administration should not be an • 
Actuary We do not say that the Enginecniig I)ep.artment should be manned 
by persons other than Engineers, T do not say that electricity should be put it. 
my li.ands who has not qualification in olectricty It is already wrong and h.id 
enough on this side of the House and also the country to some extent that 
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ICS man has been suffered to occupy all kindb of jobs. This is the act of a 
fdic-igii government T nin uMlly biiipiised that u seasoned statesman like mv 
Hoiiciuable fnend who is now occupying the position of an Executive Coimoll 
Meniher liero should easily lend himself to tins that he can put an T O S man 
for .mv ]ob, whether he is qualified to hold it or not T cannot understand how 
anybody other than an Actuary will be able to discharge the duties of a 
Superintendent of Insurunee satisfactonU. That is one retrograde step, that 
is on/’ amendment whicli has been allowed to creep into the Bill Sir, I oppose 
this provision and I hope that clause will be removed 

I'liL’ next point is this A very wholesome provision was made regarding 
.iiMirance made by married persons where the r nominees are their wives or their 
fhildreii As early as 1874 the Mamed Women’s Troperty Act was passed and 
line of the main objectives of that was to provide for i husband who insures his 
life lo nominate his wife ns benefiemry When epu the wife or the children 
ore noimnated iisi the bcnefici.'irv on the fare of the "oliev, it becomes n trust 
md the assured (.in no longer deal w'ltli th.it propi’rt' Tt is for the benefit of 
ihe wife or the ehildrfen as the case may he 1’hat 's why such a restrictioii 
w.is jil.iecd III the M.iined Women’s I'mpertv \el But when that Aet was 
lus-c'l if was not I'xleiided to persons nroh'ssipg ITindii religion, Tams or 
Buddhists 01 Muslims TiCler on in lOl.l tli.d Act was e\*'endod to nil eomnmni- 
ties m the (oiiiifiv nud in it was mado ipphenhle fullv Tn the 193d 

Tnsur.inrp \(t, that provision was incorporated in ^eetion 39 of the Insurance 
Aet That is .i siihstaiiliie law We know' that m Hindu families whieh are 
governed hv Mitakshara law as soon as a son is bom, he is entitled to half a 
shnie of the fnth/'r’s aiieestral property (Interruption) I am referring to the 
first born son I .am oble ed to mv Honour ible fnend that he seeks to put 
nion* hmitatibn heinuise wnth eaeh son, th/' right of the father to alienate the 
piopert\ goes dow'n and with eneh son the share of the father also climbs 
dowi' That was a provision made not trusting f.ifhf’rs, lest in a had mood 
the\ slioidd alienate the nrojieriv or they should fall into evil wavs and alienate 
propc-rts leaMnt' fh^ r'nldren helpless It was on similar grounds that a provi¬ 
sion WHS male in fh-' I»isuraiieo Act of 1038 that once an assured nominates his 
wi'/’ or nhildi’ni thr> yiolicv becomes a trust in favour of the wife or children ancl 
it. IS no loti"cr mssible ^or the pi’rcon assured—the husband or the father—to deni 
\ifh it as he hkes That provision is now sought to be taken away by indirect 
j'lef Iiods 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axizul Huqne; It is not 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: 1 have tiied to study the provisions oi 
♦his measure 1 shall wait for a reply at leisure I say once again that by 
b.ickdoor methods this wholesome provision is sought to be removed It i- 
soiiglit to remove this substantive piece of law by improper methods The only 
.ir.miiont. I have been able to hear from the other side both inside this House 
.mil outside for this removal is that it works to the disadvantage of Agents whr 
(TO about e.aiiv.issing huvijiess, tint once the jirospective pohevholderB are told tha 
fho\ iiMV not be .able to ded with the policies ns they liked, if they nominate thei 
w'Jies 01 /•hildreti :is hpiienei.iri/'s, then thev feel rehielant. to insure, at all, the'' 
-ofuse to insure That is the onlv excuse given, namely that the Agents w'ant tins 
But the rmvertimeiit forest the f.iet that besides sneaking for the Agents of thi 
insurers, theV must also spe/ik for the country at large in the interest of thosi 
werprms for whow the policies are hold Mv Honourable friend does not seem t« 
have advertised this provision hroadli If the All-India Women’s Assoeiatioi 
should get to know Ih’s thev would l^ave raised a great hue and cry over thi 
matter. Thev would have i row/led all the galleries here and would have pro 
tested nvainst this provision beiny adopted I say Sir. this is an imprope 
modification that is sought to be introduced in this Bill, 
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The next point 1 wish to refer is this 1 have studied that portion relating 
to Agents commission I feel the provision relating to Agents commission m 
the case ot policies revived h.is been virongly worded I feel that that provision 
cannot lit in licre Under the existing law no policy is allowed to lapse if it 
has been in eMstenuc for over three years Therefore that new provision which 
the Honourable Mover is introdueing m this Bill thinking it is u wholesome 
provision lb leally inelTectual It will apply only to very few instances for whu h 
this horrid amendment ought not to have been tabled 

Then, Sir, it is true that regarding provident society transactions, tne limit 
has been raised from Us 5U0 to Us 75U and also a liigher limit is given so far 
as annuity ib coneerncd ‘To that extent the provident bocii lies will be 
benehted My ow'ii impression is that the higher limit must he Us 1,0U0 
instead of Us 750 It is meagre The provident societieb are reullv enimblin-; 
down though they are eapab'e of doing gf'*1 work T'roni HaO or 400 provident so- 
cietie*- which w’cre m oxisteiKe a ftw ^ears ago the iiuiubei has "ow < ome down to 
1.59 The value of money has now gone down The am iintt of Us 5tX) which wns 
the liigliest limit as fixed a long lime ago is now eipnv.ilent to U» 1,.500 There- 
fore [ BULgest that a maximum ot a thoasand ruj eec may ho -sct up for trans¬ 
actions of piovident nisuranee compann s T hope some day my llonourabl ■ 
friend will have nil the credit and all the courage which the late Sir Niipendr.i 
Sircar had when he bioiight into (M'-teiice the old Bill of and got it. passed 
into law, he was the pioneer of insurance legislation in this country Bcfoi 
that in 1013 there was oiilv a skideloii \ct which was not at all useful, it w*a> 
only an adjunct to the fiidian Companies Act T thought my fronomabt' 
friend would muster up com age and nationalise this insurance We must mov 
with the times If tlie Goveinment here is an appendage of that other (j.iven. 
meiit ruling in t.h(> United Knigdom, he must have introduced sncinlistio legis 
lation by this tune Tie offered some sop to us that vi'rv soon ho will introduce’ 
another fneco of legislation winch will radically alter or substantially improvi 
the existing institution of msurnnee oompanies T am expecting, therefore, 
that he will try to nationalise as much .is possible most of the instilntio is in 
our country 

Then, !Sir, in any cabu ni the prcvioub Bill, though they were not at thar 
time prepared vo natiojiulise uil Kibuiauce compauiCb, the late Sir Nripeiiui i 
iSirear wus prepared to go to ttiib extent that he allowed on the directorate ot 
msuiuiice companies, ni proprietary companies, Jo pei cent ot pojicy- 
bolderb But m tiie previous Bui ot 1944 my iionouiable Iriend did 
not even try to exteml ilie peiceiitugi* of 25 tor policyholders to 5U That 
is tlic natural conseipieiu e ot a priiieiplc that was started m 1938 biven 
in chat matter my Honourable fnend did not mustei up sutfif'ieut courage. 1 
am sure he will modity his views and will at least try to make all propiietarv 
compames into mutual companies in the course of 10 or 15 vears There ib 
no reason why, so far us msurunce companies are concerned, small persons who 
luvebled small mnountb <ib bhares should have in their hands as diiectors large 
amounts to deal with by way of premium income I can give one instance of 
an insurance company which carries on business in Madras and of which the 
paid'iip capital is only Bs 74,000 (the authorised capital being 1 lakhs), all 
the shares were purchased by one or two individuals and every* year the pie- 
Twiiim income is one orore of rupees,—small savings of various pedple fiom enJ 
to end of this country. Would you allow that state of affairs’’ The policy- 
holder directors are there but we do not know the names of the policyholders 
The previous Act says that the names need not be made known to all the 
persons because there are rival companies who would go and catch hold of them, 
try to get their policies lapse and make them take fresh policies in their own 
company. Therefore even the names of policyholders is kept secret So 2'5 
per cent representation of policyholders in proprietary companies is not working 
well and you must increase that proportion. I know also of a case where 
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dlrcctorb uuruered ail chu sliares and did away with one manager on the plea 
that one thousand lupees was too much by way ot hib salary, and after hxs 
diuiishal one of the Diiectorb became tiic managing director and took Us. 2,500 
.1 niuntii as reiniineratioii That is bow taey arc managing these affairs Policy¬ 
holders are not getting any beneht, they are going to the wall under some 
grouud or othoi Insurance companies aiu not declaring bonuses nowadays 
Are an\ steps being now taken m the Hill to leinedy these delects? There are 
44 and odd clauses in this liill Most of them deal with removing a bracket 
here and inserting a bracket there or putting a comma here and a scmi-coloii 
there liut with respect to one or two provisions of substance they disturb the 
joint family life of this country and they disturb the small property whioh an 
unw)ir\ husband, soon after his marriage, on account of love and affection may 
settle on his wife Later on he may go to the races or become immoral, change 
hiB mind and change ins affection, and then my Honourable fnend on the other 
side wants to give him .i long rope so that he can deny the benefit to his wife 
.md children and transfer the policy to some other party. That is the policy 
of my Honourable fnend I can show that wherever this Bill seeks to do 
something it docs not go far enough, m other cases it treads on dangerous 
grouud and tries to unsettle many of these matters , 

1 will now come to one or two circumstances with respect to which it is 
nece«<5.»r\ or useful tli.it sufiicuuit attention may he paid to it m the Select 
C'omnutteo 1 ha\»* tabled u iiumhcT of amendments to the clauses, I thought 
nrigin.’tllv that without the Bill going through the Scdect Committee we may get 
these nmendinents through in the House But in as much as my Honourable 
friend laid sufSclont stress and gloated over having given us a boon by way oi 
removing the d.ausc with icspect to mumt'd women and also removed the 
qiialdicalioii of the Supenntendeut being an Actuary, I submit that these 
matters should lla^e some attention gi\cn to them in the Select Committee 


As regaids ,is-,<'ts there is u diffeiciiliation of keeping Jile assets separately 
ironi the othci ass* Is 'I'liis is certainly an improvement But 1 hnd that 
even in that ni.iltci nij Honourable tricial lias boon very halting In the 
Bunking Bill introduced duiing the last session—I .im sure it will be reintro¬ 
duced this session—there was a provision making it mciimbeiit on banking 
eoinp.inics whether incorporated in the b’nitc*<i Kingdom or in this country to 
hau' To pci (enl of then assets kept m this eoiintrv 1 do not find .i similar 
])roMsi()ii heie ProMsioii was made m the Jnsurance Aet ol 1938 lor 65 per 
lent ol tile ,i".ets being imested in (ineniment securities or in other approved 
seeuiific'. ,10 per cent in one and i,"> per rent in the other Insurance com¬ 


panies .ire miniietent to de.il with the balance of 4’i per cent in the manner they 
like ill profitable iiuestmenls or at a higher rate of interest, so that they may 
he able 1o meet the exiieiises But there is no provision insisting upon all the 
.issets .it le.ist ])cr < eiit of the assets being kept in British India We have 
known of eases where foreign banking companies hn^ve transacted business in 
the eniintiV and when the\ went into liquidation it was not possible for those 
liersf.ns wMio ln^psted monies in those banks in this country reaping the full 
bonefiN of all the iisRots T.ike for instance the Travaneore National Bank 
Thosr iiei’soim m Travaiicnre, depositors and others, who kept a rupee there 
got a fnll ruiiP.' back where w'e others got only about 12 or 13 annas for our 
rupee fli.d we invested Therefore provision should be made in this Bill where 
sect on 2. of (liH originiil Aet is sought to he amended that 55 per oont of the 
' coimtry, whoever may transact the business 

That provision is neeessnrv and T am sure that in the Select Committee mv 
Honourable fnend will eonsent to such a modification w'hich will he in the 
interest of nil the policyholders in this coimtry 


of provident societies I am afraid that thi» 
Bill IS trying to place too much power in the hands of the Superintendent. 
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The power is given to him and not to the court. In the original Act of 19538 
.this umaigumating power is vested iii the eourt so tar us insurance companies 
are concerned but Here it is the Superintendent who is given all power from 
the begiuniiig to end h’or canoellution and registration it is the Superinten¬ 
dent who IS given power, when it is .i question of moving the court for winding 
up it IS the Superintendent that is given power I know' the present Superin¬ 
tendent Mr Vuidyiuiaihan is an exceedingly lovable person, he is absolutely 
devoted to justice and truth and interested in the welfare of all insurance com¬ 
panies in this country But other persons may eorrie into the place with some 
prejudices It ought not to be left in the hands of any one person, however 
important or however great ho may be, to deal e-vchi<?ively, even with the aid 
of courts, with the fortuned of private companies or insurance companies 

Mr. President: Order, order, it being 4 o’clock, the House will now take 
up the motion for adjournment 

• MOTION. FOB ADJOURNMENT 

Imminence of Strike in Posts ani> Telegraphs Department 

SJt. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Divisions Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
Sir I move 

"That the Aaedmlbly do now adjourn ” 

Sir, I w'lsh .to discuss the imminence of a general strike in the Posts and 
Telegraph Department in pursuance of the decisions taken by cerjiam Unions 
Before T go into the merits of the question, I wimt to make one thing clear 
In the morning Sir (lurunath made a statement that a Commission is to be 
appointed by the Government of India to go into tlic larger question of revi¬ 
sion of scales of pa} He stated that it was a largo question, that it affected 
not onl} the employees in the Posls and TelegrapJi Department, but in fact 
a’l the Government servants of the Central Government I do not want to 
minmii7e the importance of this, but I want to state very frankly that the 
experience w'hiel* the public had about these eomnuttces and commissions has 
not been verv happy To-dnv', Sir, T am speaking about one Inkh and seventy 
thousand non-ga/,(>tted emplovees of the Posts and Telegr.iph Department 
There is a class of 'new' poors’, those who are getting just a tlionsand and 
more per month and for whom special dearness allownnee has been very 
recently granted I am not pleading their cause because thev have always 
had the ear of the Government at their disposal I am pleading the cause of 
those who aie real’v poor and who are finding it extremely difficult to make 
their both ends meet 

f'.\t this stage Mi President vaeated the Ch.ni whieli was then occupied 
bv Sved Ghnlam Bhik Nairang (ore of the Panel of Chairmen)] 

Sir, m the month of October 194J, the Bombav Postmen and the Lower 
<irade Staff RMS Union passed several resolutions In one of them it 
stated that if within a reasonable tune the demands made by them were not 
satisfied necessary action should be taken Similarly, the All-India Postal 
and RMS Conference, which was held at ATymensingh, passed a Resolution 
and among other things stated that if m the Budget for 1940-47, which was 
going to be presented to the Central Assemb'v in January-Fehniary, no effect 
was given to the resolution demanding revision of scales of pi^', a Council of 
Action be appointed for the purpose of taking such action os was nccessarv to 
enforce the demands 

Sir, the main demands of these postal workers are • 

fi) revision of scales of pay, (li) working conditions, (in) retrenchment, fiv) 
ihe pension thev are entitled to get. 

Before I go into these questions, I want to impress on the mind of this 
House that this Department is not like other departments of .the Government 
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of India, tins Dopaitinent is a conuiiercml department and it has always- 
claimed it to be so 

“(In this Uepjitment) the expendituiia must he as nearly ns possible in economic 
I elation with the receipt It has, tueicfoic, not liceu possible to extend to the lowBi paid 
Stan of the department the same immunity fiom the cuts which has been extended to the 
other Departments “ 

That was in a letter dated 2lBt December 1931 

\oH, let lib bee the [ircbcnt iiiiancial position of tlio Department In 194*2- 
43 this Department eniiiea a profit of lls 4,51,00,000, in 1943-44 
Its 9,02,67,000, in 1944-45 Its 10,24,65,000, and m 1945-46 I am told it wi'l 
be more than ten crores With this backgiound the House will judge whether 
the employees ol this Dep.ntment are .uleijiMtely p.nd 

Taking the first question of revision of scales of pay, 1 know that a Coin- 
mission will be appointed and il will go into the larger question, but it ib only 
necessary to understand how injustice was done ujitil now and the appoint¬ 
ment of a Coniniission.inny be good for the future but it does not detriftt 
from file fact that injustuc has been done to tliese employees Sir, with 
your permission, 1 wil! brietly read out what was the position from the inemo- 
raiidum bubmitted by the liornbay Postmen Union to the Enquiry Committee 
that was .ippointcd hy tliib J^ejiailmunt in 1941-45 

Minimum pay of Oveiscci and Postmen before 1914 was Jib 15 lii 1921) 
it was lis 27, m 1927-26 it wab lis 3U, in 1935 there was a levision and it 
was reduced to Its 24 The pay ol the packer in 1914 was lis 12 In 1920 
it was raisej;! to lis 20 lii i927-28 it was lis 25 In 1935 it wub reduced 
to lis 16 


The Hoy l\?oii in 1914--minimurn lis 7 fii 1920 it was lib 15 In 1927- 
28 it wub its 18 In 1935 it w'as icducod to lis. 12 

lou will lind. Sir, tliat there has been a reduction in 1935 fiom anything, 
like 33 to 42 pei cent , that was the iiositioii I'he leasoii given then wab that 
the puces had gone down The (luveiiimeiit ib very quick to take advantage 
when there is a decdiiie in prices, but when it is a question of rise m the cost 
of living, the Goveinniont is not equally prompt This will be obvious from 
the w'ay m winch thebC employees were treated in the mattei of dearness 
allowance during the period of war 

For the first nine months nothing was paid Fiom the 1st of April 1941 
t<i Deecrribcr 1941 from 2 to 3 iiupees Kiom 1st Jaiuiaiy 1942 to 31st July 1942.' 
Tis 3 to lis 5 From Ibi of Aiigiibt 1942 to 31 st December 1942 lis 0 to 9 
Then from Ist September 1943 to May 1944—from 7 to 10 From 1st March 
1944 to 31st August 1944—from 14 to 18 During this time Uie price index 
doub'ed and the woiking class cost of living also showed an upw'ard rise Ini 
the month of September 1939 it w'as 106 and in the month of December 1944 
it went to 247 Now, if during the whole period of war we were to compare 
the nse in the index number and take an average, the average is 163, deduct¬ 
ing 105 that IS Ihe index before the war started, there has been an average 
increase of 58 w’hereas whatever this Department has granted by way of dear¬ 
ness 18 taken into consideration, the average neutralisation effect has not 
been more than 10 per cent for n man drawing Rs 60 by way of basic pay 
In some cases it has been less than 3 It has been laid down in many dis¬ 
putes decided li,\ the Industrial Disputes Court and also m England that at 
least those who are getting just above the minimum hvmg wage should not 
be so reduced in their income that they should fall below that Now, it has 
been laid down in one of-the decisions by the Industrial Court in Bombay 
, that the neutralisation should be 66 per cent at least Nowhere, in no grade 
has this been achieved bv whatever has be.en done by the Department up till 
now Therefore. Sir, leaving aside the wider question of revision of scales of 
pav and till that is achieved, I should like to make a constructive sugges¬ 
tion for the time being to the Honourable Member in charge of the Depart¬ 
ment, that he at least should restore those scales which were available in the- 
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year 1927-28 and further he should increase the dearness allowance to such 
on extent that tlie rise in the cost of living should be neutralised to the extent 
oi OC per cent at least What great suffering is being undergone by these 
persons is a matter which is in the knowledge of the Honourable Member. 
'I’he Coinniittee tliut was uppomted by hun toured several provinces, prepared 
a reiioii, hiibiiiitted it ta the JJcpartiiient, but it has not been published It 
that weie to be published, the public would know what recommendations the 
Committee made That is one of the demands made by the several unions. 
Before that Committee evidence was laid to show that many postmen had. 
to go without footwear Many had to go without proper and protective food. 
Many hud to live under roofs practically comparable to stables. 

Mr. Ohalrman: The Honourable Member has got one minute more 
S]t. N. V. Oadgil: Most of them are m the clutches of sawkars, the violent 
pathan and the iion-violent marwari. The few ' that are left are 
subject to the penal interest clauses of the co-operative societies 1 doubt 
whether there is one or two pei cent of the noii-gazetted employees of this 
• Bepartnieiit who are tree tioni iiiUebtediios's This is tae position During 

the war they did good work That was a eompliiiiont paid to them this morn¬ 
ing What has been their leward*-* 'they have incurred debts and m many 
cases they have sold their ornaments During wai they proved loyal, now the 
war is over, and when they meicly ask foi living wage their demand is 
praelicully turned down fcJii, the other question of retrenchment is a wider 
question and it is not possible to do justice to it within the short tune ot 
iifteori ininutoB If this Guveruincnt accepts that it is the duty of every 
(.JoveiiniiiMit to provide suth< leiil lood and of lequisite quality for everyone 
then it must find enip’oyinent for everybody If it does not it is not domg 
its duty by the people 1 maintniii that every eitizen has a- right to employ¬ 
ment and if they are rotrenehed without provision, they will be thrown oi' 
the streets If they arc honest they must peiish and die If they become 
criminals they will bo fed. clothed and looked after in jails This is present 
society and the present state' 

Mr. Ohalrman: The Honourable Member’s time is up 
S]t. N. V. Gadgil: I will finish In view of the profits made by this 
Department, I submit, Sir, that mamtenance of a decent standard of living for 
aU its employees is the first charge on the profits and unless that is done 1. 
think this Government ought to be condemned Sir, T move 
Mr. Ohalrman: Motion moved 
"That the Asesmbly do now adjourn ” 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur (um Orissa Muhnm- 
madan) I rise to support the motion for censuring the Government for note 
having done anything substantial so far for the employees of this particular 
Dep.irtinent ot I’osts and Telegraphs The HoncHirable mover has very ablv 
given the House the figures of the dearness allowance and has also stated how 
they compared with the index of pnee levels from 1939 to 1945-1946 He has 
also given to the House the figures of the profit that this Department has- 
been able to earn during the period of the war from 1939 to 194.5, which he 
calculates fo be in the neighbourhood of about ten crores, and he has accepted 
the e’aim of the Government that it is a commercial organisation I per* 
Bonally do not accept his assertion of Posts and Telegraphs' being Commercial 
Department T believe that it is a public utility department and should be 
paid accordingly; whether the Department earns any profit or not is a ques¬ 
tion immaterial to the issue This Department has got to run efficiently inspito 
of losses, being a public utility service department and it cannot be arguhd' 
that it should be treated as a commercial organisation and I am not going to 
base mv argument on the line that because this Department has earned 
larger income that it should necessarily give away a bigger part of it towards 
salaries or dearness allowances of the employees My argument is this: that 
this is the only Department which has been able to earn a better reputatiort 
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of honesty and hard integrity than any other department of tlie Government 
of India so tar. It you do not give encouragement by way ot better emolu¬ 
ments to employees, then it only means that you aie discouraging honest 
employees in their dischaige of unties 1 am not here, fcjir, td take the brief 
of those who have been engaged m the Supply Department or m the Jb’ood 
Department, although there may be honest people there as well, but the noto¬ 
riety those other depurtments have earned is enough indication of the fact 
that whatever the index prices may be, they have been able to earn more than 
the^ lequiied in view of higher index prices m India This is a point which 1 
placed belore the Honourable Member m charge of Posts and Air (the Secre- 
lary was present and the Uirector Gpiieral ot Posts smd Telegraphs) last year 
when 1 led a dexiutution in capacity as President of All-lndia Posts and 
Telegraphs Union J impressed on the llononrable Member for Posts and Air 
that although the question of revision of the scales of pay may be a question 
which requires scrutiny on behalf of the entire service section of the Govern- 
jnent of India as certain qmform regulations regarding salaries and scales of « 
pay have to be maintained, yet it was so necessary m the meantime that this 
liartieiilar Department should be given a higher dearness allowance to com¬ 
pensate it for the particnPar conditions under winch it has been working 
'in these hard times 

You will notice Sir, as the Honourable the Mover has proved to the House, 
that lor u period of four years they did nut pay anythnig to this Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department more or less—for nine months no dearness allowance was 
given and for the other three years the allowance given was m the nature of 
Hs 2 to Its 6 iou will notice that the higher index prices have been mostly 
for those corninddities which are among the essentials of life, I mean food- 
grams and cloth and it was not possible to cut out a certain amount of luxury 
for these poor people and oven then to make both their ends meet On this 
point 1 think the Ilonourablo Secretary, Sir Gurunnth Bewoor, will appreciate 
when I sav that he has not been doing what his conscience promptetl him to 
do m such particulai ciicuinstances 1 remenihn the reply given to me. 
during the discussion, w,is that effort was being made to do something more 
substantial as soon as the report of the Enquiry C-ornniittee was hud before 
them The report probably is wulh them It has not been given out to the 
public and we are not in a position to Know ex.ietK wli.it the u'port contains 
in anv ease T would like to know whether any .lelion has been taken on that 
report Although the question of revision of pay, may he a larger issue, 
which may involve not only the Posts and Telegraphs Department but also 
other depaitments of Coverninent of India, yet ^urelv the increase of dearness 
allow'anee to suited, conditions wdueh would allow those people to exist is a 
matter of emergency and is w’lthin the jiowers of the Department itself This 
Government has failed so far and has done nothing for Postal Employees which 
is more or less criminal I would only suggest that they should rather com¬ 
pensate tlicm bv making such allowances as would take effect not from 1946 
but from 10.S9 or at least 1040, since the time*thcv have been victims of such 
abnormal rise in prices of essential commodities of life 

On the lugger issue of revision of scales of pay T have no doubt in my 
mind special regard has got to be given to this Department The Government 
have got to look ihto the integrity of this Department, thev have got to see 
how’ this Departrnent has worked over a period of fiftv or sixtv years and 
whether anv other department of the Government of India has been able to 
■earn that reputation for honesty, that reputation for integrity and regularity 
nt this Denartment has earned so fnr TTow has that Dennri-ment earned this 
reputation *’ Not only beeaiise the Director Generals or the Honourable Secre¬ 
taries have been good peonle or that the Seeretnrv to the Department has 
been very alert, hut hecause the small man, the postal and te’egraph peons, 
the man who deals with the humbler sections of the people, have been good 
Ibard working and honest Tliere was an argument advanced by someone that 



MOTION FOR ADJOUBNMBNT 635 

the chances of dishonesty were very remote m this Department but can you 
say that there were absolutely no chancea of mdulging in corruptions by 
oiuplo^cus of this Department iou cannot say that at ali^ for instance, telc- 
grapli peons or postal peons who distribute letters could have indulged in 
taking an anna oi two pice per letter or per telegram if they so chose to do 
The} have kept up their honesty so far and you must appreciate that This is 
the oiiK Depaitnieiit that has piimcd that reputation even from those critics of 
the (lovernineni of India who have not seen eye to eye with them on any 
other matter I would only impress upon this House tliat it is high time tliat 
immediatelv some sort of airangement should he made so that the Govern¬ 
ment of Jndia could give some relief to these poor people of Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department soon 

I am not going to say that they are justified m going on a strike That 
maj not be a very correct thing for them to do but it is the last resort If 
a man euiinot find any appreciation or redress of his grievances to get the 
authorities to a proper sense of consciousness to do their duty they have to 
resort to such measure, to iisic everything that thfy have Tt is in a spirit 
of helplessness rather than defiance that they are probably resortmg to a 
general strike 1 have uluays advised the Postal and Telegraphs Department 
employees whenever they came to me not to resort to this method and I will 
continue to give them that advice provided 1 am given assurance by 
Government that some thing will be immediately done I want 
Oovcminent to give me an assurance that they are prepared to give 
immediately hero and now some such coneession w hich would even¬ 
tually satisfy those people and which will also satisfv us as the 
lepresentalives of the country Wo arc not here to telk the Government that 
they should he extravagant The money has to he found ,from the general 
■exchequer and wo arc the siibscnbors to that general'oxehequev We do not 
for a moment suggi'st that the salaries of Posts and Telegraphs Department 
eiTiplovoes should be increased by the oi ten tunes Of course wo feel that 
so far as this Department is ooneerned you have not done anything for your 
employees nor have vou taek’cd this question in the rnannoi iii which you 
should have done 1 ask the House to look into the whole question and ask 
for an assurance from the Government here and now that they nie immc- 
diatclv going to set up a eoinmittce to see that the old grades of 1027 are 
immediately brought into existence and giant deni ness allowance on the lines 
T suggested to them that is—those people* who get less than 100 should got a 
mimrnuni of Hs ."lO as a dearness allowance those who get 100 and above 
up to Us ."iOO shou’d have a certain ]>ereentiige, with a minimum increase of 
3ls 100 pel month tow-ards dear, ess allowance T am not here to snv that 
t.his will satisfv the interested people but at least it will satisfv the House 
Governmeul will he* able to satisfy representatives like us that they have done 
something substantial for these honest people who liave worked hard all these 
davs and have earned a reputation for honestv and intcgntv for themselves and 
for then Department in all conditions 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. 0hatt6riee ('N’ominated Xon-Officinl) Sir, if I intervene 
in this debate, it is merely because T wish to support the plea made on behalf 
of public servants like postmen and telegraph peons and people working in 
these Departments who plav such an important part in the evervdav life of the 
people of this country T feel, Sir, that these men, whatever their faults may 
be. deserve well of the public Every householder knows ho\^ welcome the visit 
of n postman is and equally that of the telegraph peon, even though he may 
oceasionallv bring bad news One waits in the morning for the postman to 
bring his letters or bring bis newspapers and there is some sort of void m i!he 
daily life of a householder until the .arrival of the earlv postman 

Sir, sometime ago. in the days of mv vouth, in this city of Delhi, I do not 
know for what reason but somehow’, I was asked to become a chairman— 
do not know what they call him, perhaps the President of the Union of Postmen 
In those days I used to do a certain amount of social work and came to know 
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these people and to lil<e them iinnien«?ply They are a very respectable set, 
of public workers who are not well to do and v‘’t «is my Honouiablc friends haie 
said, they are people who Imye earned the esteem of the general public in a 
city like Delhi or even .outside and t have always had a great deal of affection for 
them and have felt a great deal of coneem over the way in which they have had 
to face their many difficulties Most of them are literate They have to send 
their children to school and I have often washed that T could get them admitted 
free into schools These are the people who have been verv hard hit by the 
difficult times thioiigh which w'c have passed Anything that can be done for 
them IS well deserved 

I was surprised to hear the TTonoiirahle the Mover say that they were very 
badly shod T thought that this Department generously, or shall we say 
equitably, supplied them with uniforms Till recent times they used to appear 
quite respectably clothed m their postal uniforms Tjately things have- 
deter’orated imnienseh .iiid thev .ippc.ir in all kinds of multi-colonrcd clothes 
Probably mv friend has not supplied them with uniforms lately 

Sir G-urunath Bewoor (St 'otarv Posts and Air Departments Lack of cloth 
Lt.-Col. Dr. J. C. Chatterjee: Lack of doth** This is not his f.nilt T hope 
he will do his best As far as 7 remeniher in "Rngland all postmen and tele¬ 
graph peons are very w'ell shod Is it true that my friend’s department, though 
not able to give them good uniforms lately, has also deprived them of shoes'* 
If that is ho, T hope he will supply them in witli shoes before long 
Mr. M. Asal Ali (Delhi Genemn Vnd umbrellas too 

Lt.-Col. Dr J. C. Chatterjee: \iid even lee-contamers in the hot weather 
because thev do have to do a great deal of trudging in the hot weather 

Mv friend just now said thev are the only spceies of public servants who have 
a, reputation for integrity and honestv I agree with him to a very great extent; 
but T f«‘(‘l that that is not quite and completely hundred per cent true always, 
may he because the dearness allowance is so small T do not know’ whether my 
fnend goes into the villages very much, but if he did he would know that when¬ 
ever a money order is icceived even hv a poor man or the family of persona 
serving overseas, the postman docs occasionally get a certain amount, of shall 
we call It a commission or good wall oflferng 
Kr. M. Asaf Ali: It is only a tip 

Lt.-Col. Dr. J. 0. Chatterjee: It is sometimes a little more than a tip 

Mr. Muhammad Bauman: That is your hearsay evidence you have no 
experience of it T know’ the villages more closely 

Lt.-Col. Dr. J. C. Chatterjee; That IS a matter of opinion anyway, but if 
iny fnend would face facta, he could know that it is common in a great number 
of cases that illiterate people and even others have to give some consideration 
to obtain their money orders or their telegraph forms written, and know the 
vanous kinds of vexations which one has to undergo when one has the mis¬ 
fortune to go to .1 iinst office counter It mav not happen in a place like Delhi, 
but I cannot sav it is not true that these gentlemen do things occasionally which 
they are not entitleil to I am not blaming them; it does not in any way detr.)ct 
from their qualiticig .is a class, but I do want to point out that these things do 
happen and perhaps these things will not happen when their dearness allowance 
is increased As I began by saving, it is perfectly true that these men are some 
of the hardest working individuals and very heavily worked; hut when I am told 
and it is claimed that the work of the posts and telegraphs in recent years has 
become excellent, though I agree generally, I do demur to a certain extent T 
feel that any one who has the misfortune of using the telephone in Delhi would 
agree with my view—it may be due to war conditions; but I still maintain that 
the telephone in Delhi (the number is not even one-tenth of the telephones in 
London) and other large towns is very unsatisfactory. Does my honourable 
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*inend remember these sub-exchanges which he has now introduced with aiici- 
diluvian machines and that some peoples’ telephones have been taken away 
for the use of officials or other favoured people? The fact remains that any one 
who lives in Delhi cannot really compliment my friend on the efficiency of his 
telephone exchange T am a man who does not have a reputation for losing 
his temper often In fact even in senates where members are very unruly 
T keep an unniflllcd temper But if anything makes me lose my temper, 
it is the telephone exchange which niy honourable friend provides and for which 
he is responsible 

Tri the same way, talking of money orders which are sent, and that to poor 
people, I could quote instances which have come to my notice lately, where a 
money order from Agra to Delhi tokos something like two months to travel, 
and if ever a complaint‘is made, no acknowledgment is even received, and that 
IS particularly true of the very efficient telephone system here You may write 
to them, you ina\ teliqihone to them, but nothing happens 

Ml. Muhammad Nauman: Have voii evei written to them and received no 
reply*’ • 

Lt.-Col Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: Munvtune*' and not receiy- d a reply They 
'inh maintain then serene rnajestv lK•l.^u^e (hey ha\o the whipliand over e/ery 
one, fnd if \()u tomplam thov s.i‘ * «,u <*nn gi'f \«iut teleplnne disconnected or 
ma> be they >\i sell it at a premiiini of a thmis-md rupees to some one else. 
Therefore [ cannot fullv agree with my fnend that there i** any great reason to 
lompliment the Posts and Teleiiraphs Department on (he good work of these 
•men I do not know who is responsible 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Which other depnrhnent arc ^ou prepared to 
compliment then*’ 

Lt<-Ck>l. Dr. J. 0. Chatterjee: Tlic question does not arise 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: But it docs I have (?) (inaudible) 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. C. Ohatterjea; If he wonts a comparison, let him have it 
As regards this honesty and integrity, thov may be more honest than others 
.invway I will not quarrel with him over tliat matter 

Tlie last thing w'hich J want to R<iy is this that whereas I fully support this 
motion which has been so .ibly ino\ed, I do hope their dearness allowances will bo 
increased but 1 also wish to make it equally clear that I am not one of those 
who support dearness allowances to offieers drawing large salaries (Interrup¬ 
tion) T have never drawn dearness allowance myself The point is that I do 
not think for a moment that it is necessary to give dearness allowance for 
persons getting over one thousand and two thousand rupees a month I do not 
quarrel with my friend over this matter The sooner such allowances are with¬ 
drawn the better When a commission of inquiry is appointed by my friend, the 
Honourable Member incharge, he should also tell them that thev make it part 
of their business to sec as to how thev should improve the efficiency of the 
working of tho telegraph and postal and telephone departments I think an 
inquiry of this kind should not be confined only to one matter T fully agree 
that if you pay a man well he will do better work Lot them by all means 
do all m their power to improve these men’s efficiency by clothing them better, 
by ‘shodding’ them better, and also bv raising their dearness allowances, and 
improving their efficiency by anv other means that he can, find I would also 
urge him to exercise greater vigilance, or may be perhaps hq has already taken 
that action, over the working of these departments, which I quite realise do 
very hard work, and have passed through difficult times Yet I think when 
normal times return, ns thev are now returning and when we are anxious^ to 
provide them with better food and clothing, they will also see to it that their 
efficiency is increased m like manner. 

Mr. S. Oumawaml (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I rise to support this 
adjournment motion. In doing so, I am sorry to state that the statement made 
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by Sir Gurunath Bewoor this morning explaining the attitude of the govern¬ 
ment leaves the position as unsatisfactory as ever Why do I say iJiat*^ I 
judge them by their conduct in 1944 and 1946 There was universal discontent 
in the department in 1944 A committee of inquiry was appointed Hopes 
were given that the conclusions of that committee would bo implemented and 
something better would happen But what did happen? That committee's 
report is still a scerot Government is i^hamed to reveal the recommendations 
of that committee T challenge the government to tell me whether or not it is 
a fact that 'the committee has recommended that the inferior service employees 
should get the same pension as the subordinate employees, and this government 
IS sitting silent on that Tf that is the attitude, m regard to the comniittoes 
appointed by them, then what confidence will the workers have m regard the 
government’s announcemont that a commission, a roving commission with 
indeterminate terms of reference, will Iv appointed, to eonclude its task perhaps 
bv 1960 or lOfiO*'' That will not do What are the demands of the workers’ 
The demands of the workers are in respect of wages, that they should bo better 
off than what thev weie twenty years ago Is that an UTosponsible demand'’ 
Nothing of the kind The implie.ition of this demand is that new scales of pav 
which were introduced in 19!11 must go lock, stock and barrel If the TTonoui- 
ablo Member had made a categoiical statement this morning that ho is prepared 
to recommend to the Goveinment the abolition of the new scales of pay ho 
would have been in a, better position to ask for our co-oper,ition Not onlv 
that. Sir Fiven in regard to the old scales of pav m 1927 there was discontent 
and the Government told them—^fiave jiatience What is more, m regard to the 
hcali's of nay, v\e have a new' situation after (he war These men are not able 
to have (lie condilions of service or the conditions of standard of living which 
they had at the *ime of the declaration of war Therefore they have been 
demanding an equitable dearness allowance and this department had a new' 
system of dearness allow'anco partly covered by a system of so called good 
conduct pay Ts it that men under 126 are men with good conduct and aliove 
that without any conduct? T say, Sir that this discrimination m regard to 
conduct pav is an inequitable discnmmation and w'hat is more, this committee 
knowm as the Krishna Frasad Committee which was appointed in 1944 wanted 
to recommend the opening of grain shops Tn the wake of that agitation of 
1944, they opened cheap gram shops in Bombay City and soon after the conclu¬ 
sion of tho labours of this Committee the department went to sleep I condorna 
this department strongly for not opening cheap gram shops throughout the length 
and breadth of India, wherever praetipable Not onlv that They have not 
been able to implement tlie other recommendations of the Krishna Prasad Com¬ 
mittee There are different sets of leave rules for people doing the same job 
and T say that this menuitablo system must go, whether tho workers are rail- 
waymen or employees of tho Postal Department or the Telegraph Department 
Whether those men belong to these departments or other departments, we 
well fight for them tooth and nail T say that anv Government which is res¬ 
ponsible for tho continuance of that system of discriminatory conditions of 
service for the same work will stand self-condemned 

T do not want to make a big speech I would appeal to the ITonoiirable 
Member to givo a categorical assurance here and now that tho new scales of pav 
will go Not onlv will it go hut the men who are subiocted to the iniquity of 
the new scales wilb he fixed in the corresponding positions in the old scales 
That IS No 1 No 2—that dearness allowance on a rational basis based on 
the findings of the several courts of inquiry in different parts of the country will 
he fixed No 3—that pensions for inferior service employees will he on the 
same basis as that granted to subordinate employees m the light, of the recom¬ 
mendations of tho Krishna Prasad Committee report and to take the old »m- 
plovees of the Department into eonfidence nn«J diseuss the jjost war schemes of 
absorption of the so-called surplus men The Honourable Member has been 
referred to as the most intelligent officer of the Department and therefore when 
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the question of retrenchment came he said that so far as the permanent em¬ 
ployees are concerned, their positions are safe and in regard to others unfortunate¬ 
ly styled as temporary he did not have the courage to give any assurance The 
other day, when there was a debate on the railway question, the whole dis¬ 
cussion was derailed by misleading questions that were put It was alleged 
against the workers that they are such impossible men that they were against 
all retrenchments, that there would be necessity for retrenchment and that the 
workers are not taking a reasonable stand but what is the position today Two 
issues arc involved in the question of the temporary staff One is the grant of 
privileges which the permanent employees enjoy and which are denied to people 
who have been treated as temporary from 1^2 No 2 is insecurity of service 
which tlireafciis them unnecessarily not because the activities of the Depart¬ 
ment arc going down buti because of a policy which was irresponsibly indulged 
in by this Government by saying tliat 70 per cent of the vacancies after 1942 
would be reserved for ex-service men T have already said on a previous 
occasion that wo are not against the emplovrneiit of ex-service men but I say 
tli.iii ilie-e eniplovees of the Dejiartment who served the Dt'pailjmeiit lovnlly dur- 
^ ing the period of the war who were Mibjef ( to the provisions of the Essential 
Serviees Mainlenance Order and wen not allowed t>' seek better jobs should 
not be kielvcd out as if they aie men of no cu i>-’eqiienee Thov should be conti- 
iiiiefl lo he I iiipleved as long as there is w'or’ m Mil* liep.iitmint If you want 
to give employment to ex-serviee men, give them employment m regard to the 
future vae.incies when vou think of extending the post war activities of the 
Postal Department Take tin* TTnions into confidence and consider various 
alternative midhods Until you do so it would bo premature on the part of 
this Department to send awav from eri'idovnient nnv single eipjiloyee of the 
Department ff vou do so, vou will bo liable to be tned one dov for the crime 
of forcing unemployment on the eitiKens of this country T gay this, because 
this IS an occasion, the second of its kind which has been given to me, to res¬ 
pectfully warn this Government that their policy in regard to the temporary- 
men IS wrong, is unfair and unjust If you indulge m that policy, it will be 
creatnig a situation w'hich will he very difficult for the responsible officials of 
the Department who will come hereafter I therefore appeal to Sir Gurunath 
Bewoor lo give the three types of assurances that T have asked for, so that 
under a good atmosphere this roving commission which he contemplates may 
have some success and may do justice both to the workers in this Department 
and to the public who are the real owners of this Department 

Srijut Dhirendra Kaata Lahin Ohandhury (Bengal Landholders) On 
behalf of the All-Tndia Postal and B M S Union T feel it mv dutv to support 
this motion which has been so nbly moved by mv Honourable colleague Mr 
Gadgil Tn siipjiortiiiff this motion. T cun tell Sir Gurunath Bewoor that if he 
thinks that ho can divert from the real issue bv some means of setting up » 
committee or a commission he is much mistaken Only this afternoon we 
were having the meeting of the All-Tndia Gouncil where we will have the 
pleasure of meeting representatives of different parts of India Wha*- I find is 
this There are so much dissatisfaction wnth the existing state of things that 
they are prepared to go even to the extreme steps T would invite the 
Honourable Member’s attention to ihe recent statements of no 
less a responsible man than Pandit .Tawaliurlal Nehru where 
he says if the postal employees owe a duty for the public then public 
and Government owe a dutv to the employees Even today he savs that 
before things take a serious turn it is the duty of the Government to look to 
the interest of these emploveps of theirs It is not out of anv bad spirit that 
thev are bent on strikes The nnestion touches their bread and butter When 
T was coming to Delhi from Cilciitta T have had the privilege of meeting tEe 
emnlovees at the different main stations T heard harrowing details of their 
daily life Thev could not provide milk even to their children That is the 
position, not to speak of clothing When the war started there were instruct’ons 
that Government servants could have their places of duty m case of extreme 
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[Snjut Dhirendra Kania Lahiri Choudhury] 
emergency Buch as bombmg but so ior iho postal employees are uoncemed it 
was auiiuitely luslructud uud to leave their duty aud take shelter when such 
eiueigeuey aiises >iow attei the war is over these uiifoitunate Postal, 11 M. S 
.ind Telegraph employees are not even given the benefit ot their legitimate 
<demaiid This is the leivaid they are gettmg And what is their demand? The 
Honourable Member wants to take time. May 1 ask him what for does he 
wnnl time ^ This ({uestion ot the revision of scales of pay is not a new one. 
Last year in Jiomhay a resolution was passed to that effect At that time 
they gave u deiimte sclienie aud also suggested how to fix up that scheme. It 
was not nil excessive demand If jou look at that scheme, which I have got 
Ill my hand, ^ou will hnd that it is not at all excessive It is a most moderate 
one and 1 do nut think Sir Uuiunath Bewour should take time to consider it 
Last time, if 1 may say so, when 1 hnd the pleasuie of meeting Sir Ourunath 
Bewoor, he gave me the asaumnee that flic case of the second grade clerks 
was to be dealt with sympatheticullv What is the result of that sympathy? 
Juht before he depurted for England, T ti.ed to find out what had been done 
willi tli.it SI heme and to iiiy utter siii prise 1 found that no relief had been 
given to the emplo\(>es The only thing tli.it li.is beim done is that the second 
grile h.is been ahol shed Can any m.an with eoriimonsense understand that 
if the gr.ide is .ibolishi I Uie pa\ will letnain Ihe same'’ But it is only possible 
in the ncpartniont of Sir rmrunath Bewoor If any untoward things happen 
r tell him that the lespoiisibilitv woM rest with him for it It was he who 
mtifiduced the now seale of p.iy m 1931 and it is for him to revise it If he 
does not do th li, the w'hole blame will be on him I want n categorical reply 
from him to the question as to what ho is going to do*'* If there is any 
('’ommission or Committee, let it take place in due course But what is the 
imnudinte relief* that the ('mployces are going to get? There is a concrete 
suggestion tli.it has been made by my friend Mr Ouruswami It is a pltv 
that in this House w’o have only a nominated member of labour W'hen m other 
naits of the "lobe labour conducts the destinies of the nation Ills l‘’xcellenc\ 
the Governor General could add one nominated member more on the ground 
of enlargement of port folios but he could not think it expedient to add one or 
two more labour repicsontatives amongst the nominated members It is u 
■disgrace to the present administration to have* such a poor representation of labour 
in tliib House Mr Gurusw'arai spoke very nghtlv and I entirely endorse his 
views If Sir Gurunath Bewoor wants the goodw’ill from this side of the 
House, he must come out with a categorical reply What we want him to 
do IS that he must abolish forthivith that new scale svstom and introduce 
immediately the scale which prevailed before 1931 with jioint to point system 


As icguidb the dcaiiicbs allowances, cvciybody knows how the prices have 
Kr‘*nted tlie dearness allowance to the extent of I7i per 
nvf f there had been a i-educiioii ox pay to the 

extent of ^0 yor cent only, when there is so much increase m the price^ot every 
commodity tlioy sanction dearness allowance only 17^ per cent It is a ere-it 
pit> Sir Gurunath liewoox ought U, consider ^his matter m a Iry “enZ 
way and not m a liglit-lie.irted manner by siigg,jsting the appointment of 
Commissions and Committees I know it fully well that ai- present Sfis a 

Sav lillausfff Z omployeos and the entire administration 

may (ollapsc if tlanr grievances are not redressed m tune J.et me give him 
this warning that before any happens, ho must look into th^^s m the^ 

tlurihr "" definite" assurance 

Member can give on the floor of tho House, namely 

1031 will be immediately IntrodMced 
and the dearness allownn^e will be increased bv fiO ner T* 
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ouiure tilt wur. bo, tliero ju> uo justincuUOii tor the Honourable Member to 

lOiUbU ttUb. 

.ib ruguidb luo wolb. oi LUvi pobiui Luip-U^eeb, i cuu tell him that alter the 

ui ou >t:uib bciv.ii-. i.icii woijt ib J iier cent, more tnan mat ot 

any uLuei uuveiiiiueiit ber\aiib Here 1 liu\e goD tlie wlioie caieuiacion In 
eu yeiiib berviLL ue wurab tjj.UlXJ iiuuib iiioie tiiaii the employee ot any other 
ueparimeiil. 

My Hoiiuuiabie liieud Mi Ghatleijee made bume remarks about the efiicienuy 
oi the postal employees L lu you expect eihcieucy irom people who are dis- 
salibhed and uuderied who have to wuik with enormous piossure of work with 
iiiobt iiibutheieiit huud ' 1 can tell you a paitieular instance. 1 was meetiu{{ 
some oi postal employees uiid iiiy Jrionouiauie Itieiid was leliing us about the 
ibsue ot money oiders ^«o\v, the mbiiuction» oi the Government are tliat each 

cleik should receive and disehaige 9U money orders per day. But 

they receive us many as 250 money orilers per day and there is no extra 
hand to help tlieni i'hcie is a bciu ui uudeibtunding that thc^ bl'ould lake 
hdlp lioni their co-counters, which is gcneialiy not loithcommg In these 
cii cuius lances, how can you expe«^i elhciiiKy wluii no t btia hand is grunted 
loi extra piesbure ol work'' I'urtheiinoic, bo 1ai us I'cnesty is concerned, I 
can bay without any leui ot contiadicl ou in tt it is only ihe i'osUii JDepartuient 
which is working with iioncbty and dignity lu the whole of the Government of 
iudia 1 am suic bir Guiunath liewooi cannot deny that fact And the reward 
ol their honesty is tins that tiiey cannot make botli ends meet bir, this is a 
very grave situation. 

Beluru I lebiime my beat—and 1 am not m the iiabit of making long speeches, 
my speeclies arc short, teiso and positive—1 would hko to tell him that if no 
dueeb step ib taken immedialely and it no rehef is given lort&witb by the 
Govuriimeiit of India, they will have to luce an unproeedenled situation and 
the entire adiiuiiibtrution will come to a stand still As the President of 
Union, I give him this warning 

Shximati Ammu Swammadhan (Madras City. Non-Muhammadan Urban)' 
Sii, L rise lu support thib motion bucMUsc 1 nave seen the hardship that is 
expciicuced by the buboidinate stud of the Publal Bepartment X feel that 
the Pobtb and 'L'elegi aphs buboidmate btall wuik harder than most other staff 
in the Ollier Beparlineiitb and yet they never have a proper encouragement 
liuin the Government nor liivve they been given enough pay for a decent hie. 

Sir Guiimalii liewoor told us this morning that they wei*e going to appoint a 
Couiuubbiuii to look into the inattci of the revision of pay. We know too well 
about Comiriibbions and ConiTnittecs aud we know liow long they sit and how 
long it takes them to write out a report Even utter the report is written, 
we know how long it takes to put tiiut report into effect If they are not 
satisfied with the effect of the report or if they think that the report is not 
exactly of the kind that they wanted, then another Commission is appomted tc 
go into that report So, if we are going to delay the matter of increasmg 
the pay of the subordinate stuff ot the Posts and Telegraphs Department, then 
they are going to have .i great deal more hardship and suffering than they aie 
having now I know with regard to branch post masters, for instance, their 
g P*iy IS about Ks 8 a month and out of that pay, they are supposed to 

buy stationery, also pay lent for the building m which tfhe branch post 
office IS situate Sir, I want to know if Government is going to dhcourage dis¬ 
honesty deliberately linw does Ooveniraent expect any man to live on Bs 8 a 
month It may be that m England Branch Post Masters perhaps occupy them¬ 
selves in some other ]ob which gives them enough livelihood. Moreover, in • 
England perhaps the Branch Post Masters have the post office in their own 
houses I have seen that done, tliey also run a small shop which brings tTiAm 
some money, apart from their pay as Branch Post Masters In India it is not the 
same case You know very well that in little villages. Branch Post Masters 
have no other job at all. Post office work more or less becomes his full tiint 
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[tihrimati Auuuu tiwainiuudhunjj 
]ob. Witix regard to postal ruimera and currieis, 1 beliuvu tliu.i pu^ is about 
Its. b to its. a moiitii aud uie maximum tiiey gut is its. lb wiiU a prouiisu 
to grant tbem a pension ui its <i to iis. o a muiitn, alter tiiey wuiked tti tiiu 
job lor over thirty years, after their health is ruined it was aiivady brought 
U) our notice chat inuy nave been gianced certiliuates lor nuviiig worked haia 
auring the war indued postal employees iiave been most loyal, they iievei 
struck work. I feel that it they brougnt on a strike at that time, they would 
nave got whatever they waiiteu Because they were loyal, because they end 
not strike, because taey did not create trouble during the war, they ore sulferiiig 
now, while others who have given trouble are also being given better pay. 1 
submit that if the Government leel that each person who does work lor the 
Government should get at least a decent living wage, then they must soon 
revise their cadre of pay and give them something better than what they get 
now. You can never expect us to live on Its 8 a mouth and out of that its 8 
a month, he has to purchase stationery and give house rent also Surely the 
Govcriirnent do not expect them to live on that pay and work here also. Thq'r 
health fails and still they go jogging along day to day and month to month 
and year to year With regard to runners and carriers, I am sure Sir Gurunath 
Bewoor has seen them run in the hot sun if my Honourable friend should 
come down to South India m May and June, he can see for himself how these 
poor runners run from one village to another I want to know whether for this 
job, they should be paid a pittance of lis 12 a month They have nothing 
to look forward to in later life at all 

With regard to suboidinate services, they have no prospects in their own 
Department, Lud they have no opening m other departments also They 
cannot get a transfer to another department, once they enter the Postal Depart¬ 
ment 1 uifderstaiid this is the rule I do feel that the setting up of Commis¬ 
sions and Committees will not help them It is necessary that the Govern¬ 

ment should approach this question with a human touch They have to see 
whether it is possible for any man to live on such u low salary You might as 
well not give him any salary at all Ask him to find his own food and clothing 
rather than pay him this pittance of Its 8 1 should like to know why tbo 
postal staff have not been given this dearness allowance I feel that the 
Government should not give any of their servants less than a basic pay ot 
Its 60 Dearness allowance should be given to them whenever necessity 
arises I always hear of people drawing higher salary getting clearness allow¬ 
ance Tt 18 only people who kick up a row get their grievances redressed, 
whereas people who are docile are rdways put off witli the promise that a 
commission will be appointed to look into the matter It takes months and 
months before they come to any decision at all The man who gets a small 
salary is kept on the same low' salary with no prospects to look forward to. 1 
feel strongly that it is not enough for Sir Gurunath Bewoor to give us un 
assurance that a commission will be appointed Surely he has got the data 
ill his office, surely he knows what people in his Department are getting, surely 
he e.in find out all details for himself. Is that not enough ? It is not necessary 
for him to appoint a commission to find out these things I hope that Govern¬ 
ment will see that before things get worse than it is now, I do not think it 
can be much worse as far as the lot of the people are concerned, the situation 
in the country might become worse, and I hope before that, something will be 
done and people in the subordinate ranks of the .Posts and Telegraph Department 
will be given much better pay so that they can live and carry on their work, 
"so that they won't have to have recourse to bribery or any other dishonest 
modes of living. We feel that Government themselves are encouraging dis¬ 
honesty in this class of Government servants. 

Sir, with these words, I support the motion. 
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Sir OunmatlL Bewoor: Sir, the debate has ranged over a very wide field and 
it 18 quite possible that I may not be able to cover all the points raised. I would 
first of all like to express on behalf of the Posts and Telegraph Department our 
appreciation of the remarks made by various speakers about the loyal and devoted 
service of the staff of the Department and about their honesty and mtegrity. I 
am sure it will make them proud and make them work more efficiently 

Remarks were made about the mefficiency of the service I should like to 
bo honest about it I would not ascribe it to mefficiency of staff. It is due to 
the fact that wo have a very large number of inexperienced staff, but it is not 
their fault. Large expansion of business came after the war broke out and it 
has been impossible for us to secure all the additional staff required on account 
of the large demand of various other Departments at the same time Further 
no amount of training can be a substitute for experience The equipment is 
worn out, we have not been ablo to secure new apparatus and a great deal of the 
inefficiency is due to causes and difficulties created by the war and it would be 
wrong to blame the staff of the Department for this inefficiency 
• Now, Su", this morning, I made a short statement to, the effect that we had 
received comniiinications from various Unions and that these were under consi¬ 
deration We have in the Department about 12 to ItS recognised Unions each 
of which has its provincial, divisional and di-strict br inches There is an 
arrangement by which these Unions have opportunities of discuss’ng their various 
grievances with the local officers Indeed the Unions have large opportunities 
of placing their cases before the Director General and before Government Mr 
Nauman mentioned the instance of the interview he had last year I am merely 
mentioning this to show that so far as Government are concerned, they have a 
complete appreciation of the case as presented by the Unions 

An Honourable Member: With what results? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: Now. Sir, we have received from time to time numer¬ 
ous demands for remedying a largo number of grievances We do our best to 
deal with each of them individually Recently I have had discussions, as I 
mentioned, with the office heorers of the new Federation which has been organis¬ 
ed quite recently and I told them that I would like to have in brief what their 
main demands are and they were good enough to give me a statement of which 
T have no doubt that Diwan Chamnn Lall Mr Gadgil and others are fully aware 
One of these related to retrenchment Mr Guniswami in the course of his 
talk referred to that I think you would like me to deal with this very briefly 
The question of railway staff retrenchment was dealt with the other day in 
connection with an Adioiirnment Motion about railway retrenchment T need 
not repeat all the arguments that were then advanced on behalf of the Govern¬ 
ment T should like to say that so far as the Postal Department is concerned, 
there is really no need for any great fear of retrenchment on a large scale in 
the near future 

The total number of permanent employees in the Indian Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department is about 1 lakh and six hundred in round figures and the 
temporary employees are about 24,700 We have sent on military service on a 
voluntary basis about 2,170 men of the grade of clerks and other persons When 
these are demobilised—and they are not going to be demobilised in one lot— 
they will revert to civil employ, and we estimate that an equal number of 
temporary employees will have to be discharged We have in Mdition reserva¬ 
tions, made under the promise given by Government, of a totsUof about 8 177 
non-ga/etted and about 1,1.50 inferior servants, i e , men of the class of paekers 
and porters Thus taking both those who have volunteered and those for whom 
reservation has been made, the total number of possible discharges from the * 
Posts and Telegraphs Deportment is about 6,500. 

H. G. Ra^a fGimtiir cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural)- Why 
were these reservationa madQ? Were they previously employed by the Postal 
Department? 
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Sir Oomiuitli Bewoor: This reservation is made, as was explained the other 
day, ou the general orders of Govemmeut m all departments, that the reserva¬ 
tion IS for discharged war service pcisonnel, that 70 per cent of the permanent 
vacancies occurring during the war would be reserved for returned or discharged 
war service personnel. The reason was that people wlio volunteered for wai 
service lost their chances of permanent employment in the civil seivicts and 
this was considered as an unfair thing for those who went to risk their lives in 
the war. 

U faiiia^nn Zsfar 011 Khan (Mast Central Punjab Muhaminadan) IIuw arc 
^hese retrenched people to live? 

Sir Ourunatii Bewooi: I am coming to that L said the total number of 
people who may be discharged is 6,500 out of a total of 26,000 temporary 
employees,—^roughly 26 per cent Now, Sir, \\c do not e.\pcct this retrench¬ 
ment to occur in one day oi in one month, this will be spread over a long period, 
it can only occur when the demobilised personnel have been discharged and they 
have applied for erpploymont in the Po«ts and Telegraphs Dcj'artinent, hate 
been tested to see whether thev possess the minimum qnalidcations and training, 
and then they will displace these people Tn the meantime, in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department there is an annual intake of about three thousand 
persons,—due pnrtlv to the creation of new posts and paHlv duo to retirements, 
discharges, dismissals, deaths, resignations etc Now' so far ns these vacancies 
occur, such temporarv personnel ns have been discharged w’lll have the first 
claim to all such vacancies which occur after the 1st Tannarv 1916 Li addition 
wc have a large programme of post-w’nr expansion, particularly in the rural 
areas, and we hope that there will be new posts created in order to meet this 
evpansion The total traffic of the Posts and Telegraphs Department m.iv 
possibly fall, our ow’n anticipation is that ?t is not likelv to fall in the near fntin-e 
to any appreciable extent But the point T wish to m.ike clear is that ther'> 
is no great fear of immediate retrenchment in the Posts and Telef»ranlis Deparf- 
ment There will undoiihtedlv be discharges hoio and thrre pnrficnlnrlv in 
areas where due to the moving nw’av of the ponnlntion or indimtrv tho post n»-.d 
telegraph traffic falls, hut this is one of the norrml features of the Doputm'mt 

Sir, before 1 deal with the mam point I should like to remove an impression 
which my Honourable friend Airs Swaniin.adhan must h.ive given to this House 
namely, that we pay Its 8 to our hraneli post masters This is a matttr which 
this House knows very well These arc what we call extra-departmental agents, 
and they are not employed unless they have independent sources of income 
When these people are first employed an inquiry is made us to whether they 
have an independent source of income A very large number of our branch post 
masters in villages are scluxilmasters pound-keepers, rnilw’ay station masters or 
Government pensioners, either of the Postal Department or of other departments 
The idea is that the amount of work involved is so sm.-ill in the small post offices 
that a man can carry on the work of the post office in addition to whatever his 
normal profession is If the work is too much it is open to the agent to suy that 
this is taking too much of his time, and wre then increase his allow .snee np to n 
maximum of Bs 20 

Prof. K O. Baaga: You only replace him by another, that is the trouble 

Sir Ounmath* Bewoor: Then the other man has an independent source of 
income 

Prof. H. O. Banga: There is so much unemployment and you exploit it 

• Sir Ouranath Bewoor: That is a matter of opinion Anvhow T want to 
remove the impression created bv kfrs Rwaminadhan The other thin'r that she 
said was that rimners get a very small salary and get three rupees ns pension 
That is not correct The pay of runners is from Bs 12 to Bs 17 per month and 
they get dearness allowance now. 
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Shrl Salya Narayan Slliha(Darbhanga cum Sarnn Non-Muhammadan) ■ Not 
in all cases; I know of runners who are paid Bs. 6. 

Sir auronath Bewoor: They must be extra-departmental men. Their pension 
IS the same, it is subject to a minunum of Bs B and they get Bs 4 an dearness 
allowance on pension 

Sir. I find that I am not dealing with the mam points in trying to answer 
these various questions, and I have a limited time Now taking the mum griev¬ 
ances advanced by the Union I explained this morning that on the question of 
the revision of the scales of pay Government have decided to appoint a commis¬ 
sion which will bo a commission on a very high level and will be, as I said 
predominantly non-official in character, and it will examine the whole range of 
Government salaries, particularly what ‘should ho the minimum wage We 
cannot decide the question of posts and telegraphs in isolation It is because 
attempts have been made in the past to fix a scale for each different department 
that we have reached a chaotic condit.ior in w'hich one departiiicnt represents 
that another department is getting a higher pav and therefore il should get the 
•same, and when the Posts Denarfmenl gets a higher •pav the other department 
savs that there was alwnvs a difference of Bs 5 sav hefwepn them and so they 
must get more, and so on It is in order to get over .ill this chaotic conditioii 
that Government now intend to appoint • commission which w-ill evamine the 
whole basis on which Government servants' wages are fixed and what is still 
more important, provide means hv w'hieh such dispnles ns nriso todnv are not 
taken to a stn"e at which tlir.’sts of s*nVo havo fo },r» mad > T fh-nk it will he 
an excellent thing if wc have a national trihimal hpforr w'hieh all dianntes can he 
placed and the award of the national tribunal could he taken as the final word 
in the matter T would iirer on TTonoiirnWr Memhors that th’s is not n case 
W'hieh could Iv' decided for the Posts and Telegraphs Department however great 
in numbers thev are 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division* Non-Muhammadan BiiraT)* How 
long will the commission take? 

Sir Oorunath Bewoor: T cannot sav T niysidf feel that it will be a ver;^ big 
job and will take some time 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: TIow* are they expected to carry on m the mcan- 
time’ 

Sir Ourunaih Bewoor: T am trying to deal with that The new revised scales 
of pay have come in for a good deal of criticism These were uitrodiiccd during 
(.he depression penrd of 1931-34 We recognise that these scales of pay are 
unreal in the present condition Government have tried b\ the grant of dearness 
allowance to bring them to meet the picsent dav cost of living I am aware 
that there is a difference of opinion ns to whether the amount of dearnfss allowr- 
anoc given is adequate nr not It is true that various comparisons could be 
made, various percentages could be calculated Wc are however giving quite 
an adequate dearness allowance Take a man who is on the lowest scale of pav 
—a packer for instance on Bs 10 in Bombnv—he is now getting altogether 
Bs 54. before the war ho was getting Bs 27, >-0 that there is in this case a 
hundred per cent incrense But if von take t man on higher pay, the percent¬ 
age is lower until voii come to a stage where w'c give 17i per cent uniform 
dearness nllownnco 

An HtmonraUe Member: What do you call "higher pav"? 

Sir Onrunath Bewoor: T am merely showing the percentage I rccogtuse 
that there can he difference of opinion on this point Also the question of 
pensions of inferior servants has been advanced There again it has heem 
advanced more than once in this TTouae in budget debates and so on 

These and various other siurgostions, or demands if yon like to call them, 
wrhieh have been made hv the TTmons we intend to examine, to give them imme¬ 
diate consideration, and w'e hope to he able to communicate onr decision to the 
Federation of Unions who have presented this case to us 
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An Bonouialfle Member: When? 

Sir Ounmath Bewoor: As soon as we possibly can I think Honourable 
Members are rather inclined to think that you could grant these thmgs just by a 
stroke of the pen . . . 

An EonouraUe Member: Where there is a will, there is a way. 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: One has to see the consequences of giving something 
and see what it is going to cost i agree with Mr. Nauman that the Post and 
Telegraph Department is not just a commercial department and there is no justi- 
hcalion that because it is making a profit it should throw away money to its 
employees 1 would like to point out here that when Mr Gadgil spoke of the 
ten crores of profit, as ho calls it, he must remember that this is a wartime 
income and it would be very miwise to build on this surplus ui the future Wo 
look upon the Posts and Telegraphs Department as both a commercial us well 
as a security seiMce Its accounts are maintained on a commercial basis To 
yaiy fair w'ages to its (mployees in the right thing ni an> comu-t-rcial concirn 
But you must give time to Government to examine what is n fair wage In the 
meantime we shall exarnirtc very corefully the proposals or the demands made 
by the Unions and we shall give them a syrnfinthetie eonsideration, and we shall 
give our considered decision on the demands made, but I eonsidtr that it would 
be entirely unjustified for the Unions to take any desperate action, and T hope 
that in this matter Members of this TTousc w'ould support Ihe Govcniment Mr 
Gadcil Inmsolf has referred to the situation in the emintry and with the food 
position being what it is, surely no one m this House would like any upsetting 
of the communication system of this country Tt is in the general piihhe interest 
that T plead that there is no need for anv desperate aehon, that Governinent 
will do its best to give eonsideration to the demands, hut it will be very wrong 
to compel Ooveiriment under a threat to do something which fairness or j'listice 
does not demand 

Siilut Dhirendra Kanta Lahin Choudhury: it is a legitimate demand 

Mr. Frank B, Anthony (Nominated Nou-Officiul) There have been so many 
fcpccches from so many different points of view and with m> many iiitplexions of 
voice that T do not know' that 1 can add very mucdi more to w’bat has been 
already said 1 may from the point of view of some of the Union represonta- 
tiveb, seem to strike a discordant note wlun I sav that 1 am paitially tliankful 
to the Honourable Sir Gnrunutli for Ins statement But 1 would also like to 
sound a warning to the Department After all T spe.ik foi a section of the 
workers who can claim that they have founded and built up this Depaitment and 
whose vital scrMces have over and over again maintained the 8tal)ilit\ of ihis 
Department in periods of crisis But F have just come to know during my recent 
tour—I do not know if the authorities already know it, but they ought to be told 
—that there is a very serious and widespread feeling of unrest among the 
employees of this Department And while T mnli/e the proportions of the pro¬ 
blems winch face this Department, ‘iiid it may he necessary to undertake a most 
careful investigation by a Oonimission I would also ask Sir Gurunath to consider 
giving some immediate relief to the lower paid employees, These people arc in 
very dire eireumstanccs and while they are still motivated by an impulse to 
maintain the stability of the administration, they feel that unless they join some 
movement, with which they may not be in complete sympathy, they cannot got 
anythin' from the^administration T woiiM ask the administration at this stage, 
ns gracefully ns possible, to make some concession to the lower-paid employees 
Later on the w'hole matter may ho explored and investigated on the basis of n 
commission There is a feeling that there is not sufficient sympathy towards 
the lower-paid emplovee on the part of the senior official If yon make some 
gesture now—I am not only pleading for the menial employee; T am talking of 
the lower middle class and the middle class worker, the man w'ho is getting im 
to .son rupees per month—if you make some gesture now it will ho very much 
appreciated The revised scales are quite iiistifiahlv regarded hv the employees 
as a matter for resentment It is not for me to elaborate the figures here. 
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but as far as I remember, so far as the Telegraphists, Telegraph Masters and 
cleneal cadres are concerned, the revised scales give these people at the end of 
tho.r service what people in the old scales of pay got us a starting wage. The 
continuation of this state of afiuirs is entirely unjustified 

There is another matter which 1 would like to bring to the notice of the 
Department, and that is the undue insistence on high teehmeal and academic 
qualifications As 1 have claimed—and I believe I have claimed quite justifi¬ 
ably—it is my community which founded and built up this Department. And 
nobody can say that it has not maintained this Dejiartment at the highest level 
of olhcieiicy and integrity But today your Dejiartmcnt seems to have been 
over-bom by a fetish of requiring very high academic qualifications. You are 
piepared in pursuance of this fetis i, cah it a babu complex if you like, to sacrifice 
efficiency, aptitude, real ability to the demand for a paper degree or a high 
technical qualification This is the matter which is causing and which will 
continue to cause very considerable hardship 

^ Six OuxunAth Bewoor: The qualihcutiou required fwr the posts of Clerks and 
Telegraphists is a puss in tliu Mutriculiition Dxurnination or its equivalent. 

Mr. frank it. Anthony: My cuinmuuit^ lustuad ot passing the Muinculution 
i'.xdininuuuii Dike Uie benzol CeiliUtutu J->vuiiinii(iiou which is considered as its 
equivalent, but from the academic pumu of view it is hignei than the Matricula¬ 
tion Jijxamuiuiioii. In a country like Jiluglaud do the authorities require qualih- 
caiiuus, such us the iScfioul Certihcate, tui the posts comparable to those m 
iuUiu ill Che past you took people who did not nave a School Certihcate Exami- 
uution to ofiei you Did >our departmentui elhuiency or your mlegnty suffer? 
On the contrary it is a matter whicii is udunUed by l>eople wltf) controlled 
Depaituieut iii the past that m spite ot the tact that you did nob insist on these 
very liigii paper ucudenuo qualilicutious, tae Department was run at the highest 
possible level of aduiiiubtiutive and technical elftciency. 

k’mally, Sir, i do want to say a woid on this matter of retrenchment Here 
again various leaders of the Unions, purucuiurly my Honourable friend on my 
lull, may not agiee wiili me i am lu compiule sympathy with the desire to try 
to whittle down to the lowest possible scale unemployment m tip K, country. But 
at die same time 1 am one of those who feel that you do owe a duty to the ex- 
solditr. And the Government has mode it very clear on the basis of what I 

regard as a solemn pledge that you have reserved—and i believe quite rightly_ 

7U pel cent, of uppomtmuuts in certain Central Departments for ex-soldiers. I 
believe that if the Government attempts under pressure or under threat to resile 
from this promise that it will be guilty of u gross breach of faidi As I say 
I am not m any way argumg agamst the man who is temporarily employed but 
after all you are under no pledge to him. More then that you are under no 
contractual obhgation to him, the temporary employee was specifically employed 
on the understandmg and on the agreement that he would be employed only for 
the duration of the war. You are under no obligation, legal or moral, to employ 
them for a longer period Whereas you have, as I say quite nghtly undertaken, 
as a result of a solemn promise to employ 70 per cent, of ex-soldiers. If you 
resile from it, then I wish to give a warning, not only to the Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department but to all departments of Government, if under any pressure 
you adopt or are driven to an ill-conoeived policy of resilmg from this promise 
tuen you wiU be creating a most serious position for the Government itself. You 
owe your first duty to these people After the last war you fell down on many 
promises made to the ex-soldier. If you repeat that mistake you will be creating 
the most senous repercussions from the point of view of administrative intecritw 
and stability. ® ^ 

Mr. Mn hanun ad Baimuui: These are good soldiers 

Mr. Vtank B. A ntho ny: I include Muslim ex-soldiers, 
lb. Mu h a mm ad Kanmaa: These are os good soldiers. 
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Hr. trank R. Anthony: Governnient are under no obligation, moral, contrac¬ 
tual or legal to employ these people. 1 am not unsympathetic towards them. 
I hope they can be all reabsorbed uito permanent employment but your first duty 
IS due to those people to whom ^ou have given u solemn pledge, 1 would repeat 
niy request to the Honourable Member that he will—even though it may be 
necessary m order to produce a complete report to appoint a Commission—^give 
whatever redress is possible immediately to the lower paid employees and also 
consider rcstormg as far as possible the old scales of pay. 

Shri Satya UTarayan SInha: The question be now put. 

Mr. Ohairman: Tha question is. 

"That the question be now put ’’ 

The motion was adopted 
Mr. Chairman: The question is 
"That the Asesnibly do now adjourn " 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Kleven of the Clock on Friday, the 8th 
February, 1946. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Friday, 9(k Fthrvary, 1946 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V Mavalankar) in the 
Chair 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

[a) Oral Answers 
British Poucy re PAiiKsTixE 

95. •Prof. W. G-. Banga: Will the Secretary for External Affairs be pleased 
to >5tnte 

^(a) if Governinent have informed the British Goveriunent about the strong 
fcclinp pievailins in Ihis country against tli? Briti**!! poliev regarding Palestine 
(ind <iko as to how the Indian National Congress, the Muslim League and other 
political oipanisations have extended snppoii it» the Palestine J>av celebrated 
in November, 1945, all over India as a protest against the British policy; 

(b) if so, the reply of the British Government; and 

(c) if not, why not? 

Mr. H. Weightman: (a) The Government of India have not failed to keep 
Ills Alajesty’s Goveiiimont apprised of Indian opinion on the Palestine 
problem • 

(b) Such inforinatory communications do not call for a specific reply 

(c) Do^s not arise 

Mr. Muhammad Kauman: Will the Honourable Member pWse state whether 
this iniittci was discussed in the Executive Council before His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment uas apprised of Indian opinion? 

Mr. H. Weightman: No, Sir 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know which Department of the Govern¬ 
ment of India forwarded the communication to His Majesty’s Government—^is 
it the Commonwealth Relations Department or the External Affairs Depart¬ 
ment? 

Mr. H. Weightman: The External Affairs Department 
PbTROL RATIONINa 

96 *Mr. 0. F. Lawson: (a) Will the Honourable the War Transport Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state whether it is intended to discontinue the rationing of 
petrol in the near future, or whether he can give any indication as to how long 
such rationing is to last? 

(b) In the event of the continuance of petrol raboning, will he be pleased 
to indicate whether any steps are contemplated to co-ordmate thwfsystem under 
uhich supplementary petrol rations are issued so that the present mequalities 
bctw’een provinces in this respect may be removed? , 

('■) III the event it is found necessary to maintain petrol rationing m order 
to conserve dollar exchange, do Government propose to undertake to examine 
the position of petrol supply as compared with the supply of other products 
from outside the sterling area so that this need is considered in its proper per¬ 
spective ? 

(d) Is the Honourable Member aware that the shortage of petrol for civil 
consumption is retarding the resumptiixi of peace-time aotivibea in commerce 
and industry as opposed to war produebon and docs he propose to review the 
whole question in the light of the altered oircumstances? 
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Tbe HoaoimUe Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The mtentioa is to discontinue 
Petrol rationing as soon as the supply position permits, but it is not possible 
to give any indieutioii at present as to how much longer rationing will have 
to be continued 

(b) The grant of supplementary petrol rations to individual consumers is 
left to the discretion of the local rationing authorities who fix tlie ration accord¬ 
ing to the essential requireiiieiits of each applicant Some variation m scales 
cannot he avoided but there does not appear to be any necessity for issuing 
any futher instructions 

(c) Yes 

(d) I nin aware of tlie disudvaiiiages resulting from the existing shortage 
of petrol The desirability of improving the supjily position has already been 
strong’y represented to His Majesty’s Government 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson: With lefeiencc to the Honourable Member's reply to 
part (b) of the question, is he auaie Unit there is u vciy considerable differenco 
between Provinces in the granting of bupplcmenlary rations—a difference 
amounting to 50 or 100 jier cent? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: There is of course a certain differ¬ 
ence, because suppleinentury rations are issued for essential purposes and 
essential purposes vary m different Provinces Also, of course, we ca.iniot 
eliminate the human factoi One Officer is perhaps more generous than 
another but .1 have examined the figures m the past and there did not appear 
to be any unreasonable deviations 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know' whether the military use of petrol has 
been considerably reduced and also whether they have any idea us to when 
Government expect more petrol from Burma’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the affirmative it has been reduced As to the second part of 
the question, when we expect further supplies, that question T cannot answer 

Seth Oovlnd Daa: Is it not a fact that the jietrol which is supplied to the 
military, geneially goes into the black niaiket and is not used by the mi itary? 

The Etonourable Sir Edward Benthall: I do not think so There is an 
occasional leakage in anything 

Mr. 0. F. Lawaon: With reference to liis reply to part (b) of my question, 
will the Honourable Member please slate whether any attempt is made to 
equate the actual consumption of petrol in the Provinces to the number of 
cars registered in those Provinces? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The answer is in the affirmative 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: With reference to the Honourable Member’s reference to 
the 'human' factor, may I ask if it is not a fact that many persons in d re 
need have been denied petrol in a most ‘inhuman’ way, and there have been 
district magistrates who have liberally given supplementary coupons to their 
favourites in a most ‘sub-human’ manner? 

The Honouri^le Sir Edward Benthall: No, Sir. I am not aware of it 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether it is a fact that American 
producers of petrol in the Near East made an offer to the Government of India 
of increased quantities in order to enable them to raise the basie ration and 
that the Government of India refused such an offer? 

* The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I am not in a position to answer 
that question It is not only a question of available supplies but also of 
available tankers 

Shri Mohan Idd Sakeena: With reference to part (d) of the question, is 
the Honourable Member aware that in the United Provinces the election 
campaign is being handicapped for want of sufficient petrol? Only 100 gallona 
are supplied to each candi^te. . . . 
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Tbe BonoaraUe Sir Edward Benthail: No, Sir. The Honourable Member 
himself applied for an extra allowance and got it 

Shrl Median Lai Saksena : That wus about Central Assembly elections With 
reference to the Provincial Assembly elections, is the Honourable Member 
aware that u candidate m U. P is allowed only 100 gallons whereas in the 
Punjab 1,000 or 1,200 gallons per candidate is allowed’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: I do not think that the Honourable 
Mem her 8 figures are correct 

Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Honourable Member make an enquiry? 

Tne Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: Yes, I will 

Sreejut Bohini Kumar Ohoudhuri: Ts it a fact that there is a fa<rl\ large 
reserve with the oil company ut Digboi and that the comfiany is asking for 
permission to dispose of that quantity? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: I jm not .mure of that tact There 
may be transport difficulties * 


Petrol Controi. 

97. *Dr. Sir Zla Uddln Ahmad: (ir) Will the Hot ourahle Member for War 
Transport please moiitiori the leiisons for not giving relief to Civilian population 
by increasing basic ration of petrol? 

(b) Will ho please state definitely hy uhat time he will be able to lift the 

control over the supply of petrol? • 

(c) What are the difficultiei. on account of which the control is not removed? 
What steps are Government taking to overcome these difficulti«!b? 

(d) Is it not a fact that control has been lifted m some other belligerent 
countries’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: (a) Some relief lias already been 
given to Civil cur and motor cycle owners by the doubling in August last of 
the basic petrol ration 

(h) It IS not possible to give .in\ indication at present of the date when 
it will be possible to withdraw petrol rationing 

(c) The loasous why petrol rationing cannot ut present be further relaxed 
or withdrawn have been fully explained in the Press Communique issued in 
the fiist week of January 1946 Urgent references have been made to Hia 
Mai.esty’s lloveriiment pressing for an increase in the supply of petrol aUowed 
for Civil consumption m India 

(d) tlovernniont have no information on this point 

Communications and Tbanspokt in North Kanaba District 

98. *Mr. Ahmed Ehrahlm Haroon Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable the Bail¬ 
way Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that North Kanara District is 
lacking in proper and sufficient meuin of communication and transport? If 
so, what do Government projiGse to do to alleviate the consequent inc<Hivenience 
to the general public? 

(b) Do Government propose to introduce Bailway comirflmication in^ the 
District in the immediate future as a measure of post-war reconstruction? If 
so. when and to what extent? 

(o) Will Dhatkal, an important centre in the District, be linked up with the^ 
proposed Bailway line? If so, when? if not, why not? 

fd) Are Government aware that Bhatkal is isolated and out off from the 
other parts of the District and the OTuntvy due to unbridged big rivers? If so, 
what do Government propose to do in the matter? 

(e) Do the Government of India propose to ask the Government of Bombay 
to look into the matter? 
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The HonouialAe Sir Edward Beathall: (a) It is difficult to determine with¬ 
out u full survey the means of communication and transport that would be 
auflicient for any given area As regards luquirements of railways it is pro¬ 
posed to survey portions of the North Kanara district to determine whether 
there is sufficient justification for the construction of a railway line from 
Alnawar to Karwar The requirement of roads will be covered by the Pro¬ 
vincial Government'a live year road development plan 

(b) The Hallway construction in the district would depend upon the result 
of the survey refcired to in the answer to part (a) of the question. 

(c) It IS nut proposed at present to construct a new railway line leading 
to Bhatkal 

(d) Government have no precise information as to the present condition of 
loads and existence of bridges leading to Blintkal It is understood, however, 
that the Govcrnmeni of Bombay have included in their post-war i-oad plan 
tlie development of a provincial Highway north from Bhatkal to link up with 
the provincial Highway svstein This would in all probability connect with 
any now railwav in the district if one were built but until the railway survey 
has been completed it is not possible to suggest where the connection would 
be 

(e) It is undeistood that the Government of Bombay have already studied 
this matter in the course of the preparation of the road development plan 

Karachi Compersatouy Aixowahce vor Posts and Teleoraphs 8t4KF 

99. "Seth Tufluf Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will the Secretary for Posts and Air 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the P and T staff stationed at 
Karachi was in receipt of a local compensatory allowance prior to the year 1939’ 

(b) Is it a fact that this allowance was withdrawn in the year in which the 
world war IT broke out, viz , in 1939’ 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that the Government of Sind have sanc¬ 
tioned the Karachi compensatory allowance at the increased rates with retros¬ 
pective effect from the 1st November, 1044, considering the then existing rates 
of the Karachi compensatory allowance inadequate to meet the higher cost of 
living? 

(dl Is it a fact that the P and T staff stationed at Karachi have pressed a 
unanimous demand at their mass meeting and submitted petitions for the grant 
of the Karachi compensatory allowance at the same rates and conditions as sanc¬ 
tioned by the Government of Sind? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Central Government have rejected this demand with¬ 
out assigning any reasons’ 

Sir Qnrunath Bewoor: (a) Yes 

(b) Orders were issued in December 1038 withdrawing the allowance from 
1st January 1030 

(o) Government arc aware of the Sfnd Government orders but not of the 
reasons which are being ascertained 

(d) Yes 

(e) The demand was rejected because Government considered that the com¬ 
paratively high cost of living in Karachi was compensated bv the higher scale 
of pay of P T* staff in Karachi and the dearness allowance and other allow¬ 
ances drawn by \he P & T staff 

KaeACFII CoMPEXSATORY ALT,OWAyCB FOB PoSTS AND TkI.EGRAPHS StAFF 

100. *Seth Yusul Abdooia Haioon: (a) Will the Secretary for Posts and Air 
Vie pleased to state if it is a fact that the Bailway employees stationed at Karachi 
get the following apart from sa’ary (i) Port allowance, (ii) House rent, and 
(ill) Food stuff on concessional rates? 

(b) Is it a fact that the employees of the Incometax Department are granted 
a local allowance? 
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(o) Why has this allowance been denied to the P. and T. staff, when the local 
Government have considered it necessary to sanction the Karachi compensatory 
allowance at increased rates for their employees to meet the higher cost of livmg? 

(d) Was the grant of this allowance to the P. and T staff at Karachi strongly 
recoinniendod by the head of the Circle, i e , the Director of Posts and Telegraphs, 
Karachi, and the Director General P and T , New Delhi? If so, on what ptinoi* 
pie was this demand of the P and T. staff rejected? 

(e) Are Government aware of the resentment and discontentment amongst 
^ho staff at Karachi due to the rejection of their just and equitable demand ? 

(f) Has the attention of the Honourable Member been drawn to the editorials 
of the Duihi Gazette and I^arachi Daihf, dated the 2iid and 10th Dcci mber. lUl.'i 
respectively and do Government propose to sanction this allowance for the P and 
T. staff stationed at Knr.icbi? If not, why not? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: (a) (i) No (nj and (m) Ves ^.uhjec^ to certain 

conditions 
• (b) Yes. 

(c) It has been decided to restore with effeet fiom 1st Apr I 194.'), tLo 
compensator> al'owanee which was withdtawn from jst January 1939 

(d) to (f) In view of tho answer to (c), these do not arise but I ma\ add 
that in view of recent representations, the matter is being further considered. 

Orders placed outside India eor Goods obtainable in India 

101. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) What steps has the Honourable the Indus¬ 
tries and Supplies Membei taken to sec that no orders of anv class of goods 
required bv (il liailwavs. (») War Department, (iii) other Dej^aitments of *he 
Central Government, and (iv) Provincial Governments are sent out of India 
for articles which were during the war manufactured m India and supplied 
locallv? 

(b) Is it a fact that a circular bos gone round to Pailwavs asking then* not 
to place anv more orders in Tndi^, but to collect tho orders for be’ng sent to 
tho United Kingdom? 

(c) Is it a fact that a special officer has been appointed, who has alrcndv 
sent out orders to the United Kingdom for items, which were manufactured <*r 
purchased in India during the period of the war for the Railways? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wauga: (a) The procurement of stores required 
by Depariuit^ut of tho Central Government is arranged by the Industries and 
tiuppues Depaituieut except lu the case of h'ood and some speciaiued items 
Puichasmg Officera are aware of Government’s poi.cy of making the greatest 
possible use of indigenous productions, and particularly of those industries 
which have, under the influence of war needs, aolueved production conforming 
to acceptable standards and speoihcutions. 

(b) No. Sir. 

(c) No, Sir. A Controller of imported Railway Stores was appomied in 1943, 
and he has been successful m divertmg to mdigenous sources oi supply require¬ 
ments which might otherwise have been placed abroad. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have Government received any representations from 
industiies established during the war m India and which supjjlied goods to the 
Government during tlie war that the orders had been suddenly discontinued? 
Is it a fact that the orders have been suddenly discontinued? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No, Sir. We have received apphea- 
tions tliat the Industries and Supplies Department should support cases foft 
protection agumst foreign competition if it restarts. As regards cancellation 
of orders, orders for unserviceable stores which would be of no value in peace 
tune were cancelled. 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Have Government made it clear to their Purohasmg 
Officers, to tho officers in the Honourable Member’s Department, that with 
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reference to the price, the fact that foreign goods may bo coming a little 
cheaper should not be allowed to interfere with the placing of these orders with 
Indian firms? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Wau{^: Yes, Sir That is well known to all 
officers of the Purchase Branch 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: In view of the reply given to part (b) of the 
question, may I know whether there is not a cloth famine in the country and 
is it not desirable that foreign cloth should be imported from England and 
other parts of the world? 

Mr. President: What is the inf<nrmation that the Honourable Member 
wants * 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: I want to know, m view of the cloth famine in 
the country, why should it not be possible to import some cloth from foreign 
countries’ 

(No answer was given ) 

Prefeebncb fob Goods mamdb ik India * 

102. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a^ Will the Honourable the Industries and Sup¬ 
plies Member please state what steps have been taken for the co-ordination of 
the (Commerce, Planning, Supply, Railways, War and the Indu‘Ntries Depart¬ 
ments so far as orders for Government requirements are concerned to be placed 
in India? 

(b) Have definite instructions been given that goods made in India will re¬ 
ceive preference ’ If so, when wero they given ? 

(c) Is it one of the duties of the Co-ordinaling Department which has been 
set lip? If 80 ,.what steps have been taken by them to see that goods useful 
for the purpose rrianufactured in this country are taken m the first instance and 
orders are placed abroad only for the surplus required, if any? 

(d) Will a statement of the orders placed outside India since, the 1st of J<in- 
uary, 1946, for the requirements of (i) Railways, (ii) War Department, (in) 
other Departments of tlie Government of India, and (iv) Provincial Govern¬ 
ments, be placed on the table with reference to materials and products, which 
were secured m India during the period of the war? 

Tbe Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (a) With certain exceptions, such as 
food and some specialized items, the procurement of stores foi the Central 
Government has been made the responsibility of the Department of Industries 
and Supplies, which will provide the necessary co-ordination 

(b) yes Definite instructions to that effect were laid down in 1929 in a 
Resolution of the Department of Industries and Labour, No S-217, dated 12th 
December 1929 Tins policy was reiterated in a Press Note, dated the 14th 
August 1945, an extract of which is laid on the table 

(c) No, Sir Tiic dut\, as stated m answer to part (a) of the question, 
devohes on the Deji.ulinciil of Industries and Supplies As regards the 
second part of the question, all Officers engaged on procurement duty are 
aware of the policy stated in (h) above and are required to conform to it in 
practice 

(d) The information is being collected and will be laid on the table m due 
course 


Kxtrart from Prfua Notr, datfd thr \Ath Avgust 1945 
• • • • • 

For the proenremont of atoren to meet post-war Government requirements, thu policy of 
Government is to mike the greatest po«i«;ible n®e of iniliirenous production and particularlv 
ef those industries which have, under the influence of war needs, achieved production con* 
forming to acceptable st.mdards and specifications While ccmmodities paid for from the 
public jtuisp must in fteneral bp the best that can bo produced at the price, it is the aim 
of Ooiernmcnt to establish continuity of procurement from industries which maintain a 
consi slant peifcrmance, and which pay attention to new modifications and developments 
To this end Goveinment will assist with technologists and training, where welcomed, or in 
procuring technical knowledge and assistance 
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Hr. Maau Subedar: With regard to part (b) and the Besolution of 1920 
referred to in the reply, is it not a fact that m the war emergency many of 
these old orders and resolutions were suspended and the operation of many 
of them was cut short, and the restoration is not yet complete because the 
Stores Dei)artment has not yet been instituted? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: It is a fact that goods that could not 
be obtained from Tndiiiii sources, because they were engaged in other forms 
of production dining the war, and which were urgently required for the 
defence of the country, were obtained from abroad Since the war closed, the 
orders of 1029 hove been immediately reimposed and nothing which can be 
obtained in India according to the orders of 1929 will bo obtained from abroad. 

Hr. Hanu Subedar: In^view of the senous apprehensions amongst factory 
owners and industriabsts in India, may T ask the Honourable Member fo 
consider whether a press note giving Government's considered views on this 
point and reviving nil the assurances given to Indian goods in the past cannot 
now be issued? 

« The H<nourable Hr. A. A. Waugh: I shall consider the issue of a more 

compruhensive press note 

Piol. N. O. Banga: In view of tiie fact that ll' n has been much less 
expuiisiuii of the currency in England than m Ludia, and natuially the level 
of prices in Eiiglund is much lower than that prevailing in India, wi'l Gov¬ 
ernment consider tlie advisability of iiicreusiug the percentage of preference 
that they bud decided upon to give for Iiiduiu purchuses ui India? 

The Honourable Hr. A. A. Waugh: I have not followed the question. I 
would reiterate that the iiitcntioii of Govcnuiieiit is to place us v^uch of tiny 
orders required by India on Indian sources 

Sri H. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know with respect to purchases 
made outside India, whether attempts ore made to purchase them m the 
cheapest market? 

The Honourable Hr. A. A. Waugb: Yes 


Surplus Govebnhknt Material for Disposal 
103. *Hr. Hanu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Industries and Sup¬ 
plies Member please state whether any estimates has been mode of the material 
lor disposal belonging to the Government of India? If so, what is the figure? 

(b; What steps have Government taken in order to achieve quick disposal bo 
as to realise a fair price to Government and yet prevent the goods goin*' into 
the hands of middlemen? ® ® 


(c) What precautions have Government taken m order to see that the dis¬ 
posal by Government of the surplus will not interfere with, and affect adver¬ 
sely, the products of mdustnes m India engaged m like production? 

(d) Is It a fact that the material belonging to the U S A Government » 
being disposed of independently by a separate organization? 


The Honourable Hr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Not yet, Sir. 
the question dues not arise 


The second part of 


(b) Government have taken the following steps 

(i) A Disposals Hoard was constituted and has laid down .the principles of 
disposal The Hoard decides questions of pohey referred to it It is the 
policy that sales shall as fur as possible be to buyers who wilf be actual con¬ 
sumers of the material Where possible, normal trade channels will be used. 

( 11 ) A Central Advisory Committee has been formed for Headquarters, and. 
Itegional Advisory Committees liuve been constituted for Bombay and Calcutta 
areas, on wliicli coiisumers and proiluctrs’ interests are represented 

(ill) A Directorate General of Disposals lias been established at New Delhi 
and llegional Commissioners have been appomted at Calcutta, Bombay’ 
Cawiipore and Lahore, with Branch Offices at Karachi, Madras and Cochin 
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(iv) Provincial and State Governments have designated thoir own officers 
to contact the Disposals Organization so as to facilitate speedy transactions 
between ^e Disposals Organisation, and Provincial and State Governments. 

(c) Central and Itegional Advisory Cominittees, and Technical Advisory 
Par els for major categories of stores will be constituted to ensure an orderly 
rate of release in conformity with public needs, and also with regard to lud - 
geiious production 

(d) No, Su- Before ‘24th December 1945, a small proportion of the U S 
Army surpluses was sold by the U S Foreign Liquidation (’omiriission im 
accordance with on agreement between the Govcrninenls of U S A and India. 
On December 24th, 1945 the Government of India entered into a further agree¬ 
ment whereby they w'lll dispose of all U S Goveinment surplus pioperty 
through the Director General of Disposals 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Ts the Honourable Memlicr m a position to tell this 
House now what progiess has been made with regard to negotiations as to 
price and the date of tlie taking over of the USA surpluses? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No. Sir, I am afraid I am not in a 
position to make a statement yet 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know with reference to the establishment 
of these central and regional advisory committees whether the membcis were 
nominated by the Government and what process was gone through for bringing 
them in? 

The Himouralile Mr. A. A. Waugh: They were invited and asked if they 
would join 

Mr. Muhammad Vauman: On whose advice? 

The H(moui;^ble Mr. A. A. Waugh: Selections wore made by the Honour¬ 
able Supply Alember 

Mr. MiAammad Kaunum: Nominations, more or less—that is what 1 
understand them to be? 

The HonouraUe Mr. A. A. Waugh: Yes. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: When wi'l the Honourable Member inform this House 
SR to the exact position with regard to the taking over of U S A surpluses, 
how much money will be involved, what is the price which we have paid over 
the original figure fixed by the USA administration—when will he be in a 
position to give information to this House on the subject? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: 1 am not m a position to suy yet. 
The Honourable Member will realise that merely inventorying the surpluses is 
by itse’f a \ery formidable tusk, as the surpluses are spread over various 
areas On the question of value, I think the Honoumble Member will realise 
that there are very many factors involved—location, condition, ago, and use¬ 
fulness of the stores concerned these matters are now being investigated, and 
I hope at a later date to be able to give the Honourable Member the informa¬ 
tion he wants 


Locomotives and Wagons ibcpobted 

104. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the lloponrnhlo Member for llailw'ays 
please state how many locomotives and wagons, separately, have been imported 
into India being (0 material sent out, returned from Europe, and (ii) new material 
purchased? 

(b) What is the number of military specials still moving in the country every 
day as eomparerl with the number this time, last year and the year before? 

(c) Will Government make a statement indicating the extent to which the 
requirements of military transport have been reduced after the stoppage of 
hostilities? 

(d) What are the reasons for the continued overcrowding in passenger and 
mail trains and the stoppage of the booking of goods between various important 
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centres for prolonged periods and other indications of congestion still prevailing, 
three months after the stoppage of hostilities? 

(e) What steps do Government propose to take in order to mitigate the hard' 
ship to the civil population? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) No locomotives or wagons were- 
sent from Indian limlwuys to Europe I lay on the table a statement of the 
rolling stock sent to the Mid-Eastom Theatre of War and returned to India 
and of the rolling stock nnported into India from 1st April 1939, to January 
15th, 1946. 

(b) The latest ligures available are for Dccembei 1945 In that month the 
tota’ ninnbcr of Military Jjpecuils run was 6.54, or an average of 21 per day 
The coirosporuling figures‘for Eoeornbor 1944, are a total of 911 trains, averag¬ 
ing 29 per day, and for December l‘)43, a total of 802, aveiaging 26 per day. 

(c) Movements of Military IVisonnel m connecticjn with einbaik.ition, inter¬ 
nal demobilization and repatiintion h.‘i\e kept up the transpoit demands on 
Hallways, movements of stoiob by Military spie.uls, ^ind by ordinary trains 
have decreased but it is not possible at present give an exact indication of 
the quantum of reduction 

(d) The chief reason is the inabi’ity of Rail ways b*> resume piissenger ser¬ 
vices on the pre-war level owing to the shortage of stock, much of which is 
still at the disposal of the War Department As regards goods traffic, the 
revival of trade and industry, the seasonal movement of crops, heavy special 
movemerts of food-stuffs to deficit areas, and difficulties of coal supply, arising 
mainly .rom nn epidemic of sickness amongst running staff on t^e E I Rail¬ 
way, M Inch have al' had then repercussions on the wagon supply position, are 
responsible for periodical restrictions in goods booking of low priority Despite 
this, essential traffic has been moving satisfactorily 

(o) Every endeavour is being made by Railways, within the limits of their 
power and stock resources to restore us many as possible of the public passen¬ 
ger services curtailed during the war Up to the Ist January 1946, 66.5 t’^ains 
had been re-introduced or extended representing an increase of 39 317 traia 
miles per day 


Statement 

I Rollins stock returned to India from the Mid-Eastern Theatre of War 
42 M O Locomotives 

254 IJ (} W.iRons 

1,725 MO WaRons 

II Rolling stock imported into India from 1st April, 1939 to 15th January 1946 - 
763 n G Locomotives 

554 M G Locomotives (including 515 for War Deptt and BEAC) 

7,b2l Gencial Service B Q. wagons 

100 Special type B G wagons 

9,040 General Service M G wagons (including 9,000 for W.ir Deptt & SEAC) 

2,615 Special type M G wagons (all for War Deptt and SEAC) 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the War Transport Member—and I do not see- 
why ho should be still continued to be called the War Transport Member—say 
whether representations have been made to the military authorities that the 
emergency having stopped the number of war specials may n<Jw be reduced and 
whatever work the military may have to do may now bo doift* with a smaller 
number of trains, so that the civil population may get more accommodation? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I have explained. Sir, in my answer 
to part (c) that there is still a great deal of military movement to be done 

Mr 'Manu Subedar: With regard to the distress of mdustnes pioducmg goods 
for the consumption of civil population, such as, the rolling mills, paper mills 
and the textile mills, whose output is wanted by the general public, will nok 
Government make a further effort to see that the necessary wagon supply ia 



^68 LEGISLATIVK ASSEMBLY fSTIl FBB. 1946 

forthcoming by curtailing the movement of military goods from one place to 
another, which do not appear to be very urgent now? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No, Sir As I have explained, the 
movement of military goods has been very considerably decreased 

Mr. Ebrahim Haioon Jafler: Will the Honourable Member consider 

the question of discontinuing the use of saloons for the trips of Honourable 
Memiicrs here and there? 

Mr. President: Order, Order Next question 
Transpobt Pmortty 

105. ‘Mr. Mann Subadai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for War Trans¬ 
port please state whether the system of transport priority is still operating^ after 
the stoppage of hostilities, and whether the basis, on which it operates, is the 
same as during the war period? 

(b) On what basis are the requirements for transport of industries, which are 
now engaged in supplying to the civil population, met in the matter of (i) coal, 
-(li) raw material, and (iii> finished goods? 

(c) Is it a fact that representations have been made to Government to offer 
iarger facilities for transport to industries, which have switched on from Govern¬ 
ment work to private work? If so, what steps are being token to mitigate the 
hardship? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The system of transport priority 
is still operating The basis upon which it operates was revised in September, 
1945, to suit the new conditions created by the cessation of hostilities 

(b) Coal fiir all purposes, including the requirements of industries, is moved 
under the highest priority except for emeigency movements under priority orders 
to ensure the success of civil or miiitarv operations to deal with an emer^enev 
The basis upon which the leqiiirements of industries for transport of raw material 
and finished goods are met, is that the maintenance or development of essential 
industrial production takes precedence over the maintenance or development of 
transportation and communication services, the movements of foodstuffs and 
textiles, and movements m connection with urgent civil and military projects 

(c) The general principle is that jirionty for rail transport is grunted m coii- 
uideration onlv of the essentialitv of movements Pending, however, the pro- 
purai on of a list of key industries to wh ch speciul assistuncc may be necessary, 
no change has been made in the system of granting priority to firms w'hich had 
hitherto been emjiloved on the execution of war contracts and who are now 
BW'itehirig over to the production of goods for civil consumption 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the assurance given to industries which were 
engaged on war jiroduction that when they w’ent over from war orders to the 
prodiiclioii of civilian goods the same facilities will be continued to them tor 
the transport of raw materials, semi-finished products, finished products and 
•coal, will the Honourable Member institute an inquiry whether these assurances 
have been earned out or whether they have not been carried out, because I can 
tell him that they have not been carried out? 

The Hcmourable Sir Edward Benthall: If the Honourable Member will give 
me some information, I will look into it, but that is the general position. 

Refusai, of Passpobt to Pandit Jawahaklax. Nxhbu fob Indonbsia 

106. *Fiol. O. Banga: Will the Secretary for External Affairs be pleased to 
«tate: 

(uy why Government have refused to grant a passport to Pandit Jawaharlal 
^ehni to go to Indonesia, 

(b) whether their refusal w’as due to their own decision, or whether it was 
taken after consulting the British Government or on the orders of ti^e' British 
Government; and 

(c) w’hat attitude was taken by the Secretary of State for Indio in refusing 

a passport to Fanditji? 
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® (a) The refusal to afford facilities for Pandit Jawahar- 

Indonesia was made with the agreement of the Supreme 
Allied Commander in view of the disturbed conditions prevailing there, which 
made undesirable the presence of any one not engaged in a task of military 
necessity. 

(b) The decision was taken by the Government of India to w’hom Pandit 
I^ehru’s application was addressed. 

(c) Does not arise 

Prof, N. O. Bangs: The question here is whether they have consulted the 
British Government in regard to this matter? 

Mr. H. Weightman: No, Sir, 

Shn Sn Prskasa: Is the Jlonounible Member satisfied that the reasons for 
refusing this passport were adequate? 

Mr. H. Weightmaa: Yes, Sir 

, Sri M. Ananthaaa y anam, Ayyangar: Did he consult the Government of the 
Bepublic in Indonesia regarding the desirability of Pandit Ju'v,i}iarlal Nehru 
going there’ la it not a fact that the Presnlcnt of fhe llcpublic wanted the 
assistance of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru? 

Mr. H. Weightmaa: J am not sure that there is an internationally recognised 
llcpublic yet 

Bhatkal Bundeu Construction Company 

107. *Mr. Ahmed Bbrahlm Haxoon Jafler: ^a) Will the Honourable Member 
for War Irnnsport please state wlicther Government are aware Uiat a private 
Company styled as ‘Bhatkal Bunder Construction Company’ has been or is being 
formed and flouted to construct a ship bmldmg yard to develop the port at 
JiJiatkiir' Jl so, wJiat is the policy of the Government towards the proposed 
Company and the scheme? 

Are Government aware of the feeling of the local public about the proposed 
scheme? 

(o) Has anjf representation been received by Go\ernment trom or on behalf 
of the proposed Company? If so, of what nature, and how do Government 
propose to deal with iti" 

(d) Do Government propose to consult the local public opuuon in the matter? 
1/ so, when and how? 

(ej Had the Government of India at any tmie received from the Government 
of the Maharaja of Mysore, any representation about the construction and 
development of the port at Bhatkal, District North Kauara, Bombay Presidency? 
Whut was the Government’s attitude towards the said liepreseiitutioii, it any? 

(f; Was Ills Majesty's (loverninent ever approached in the matter by the 
Mysore Government through the Government of India? If so, when and‘with 
wLat result? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) and (o) In July 1944, the 
geiitleinun who is now the Managing Di»-ector of the Bhatkal Bunder Construc¬ 
tion Co , Ltd., applied for pernnssion to float a public joint stock company to be 
known as the "l^rnataku Ship pudding and Transport Co , Ltd ” for the con¬ 
struction of a ship building yard and a dock yard at the port of Bhatkal m the 
Province of Bombay After consulting the Proviiieml Government the Gov¬ 
ernment of India decided to refuse the application 

(b) No. 

(d) As Bhatkal is a minor port, it is for the Provincial Government to consult 

local public opinion in the matter if they think fit , 

(e) Yes Such representations have been received from time to time but no 
positive decisions have been come to as the necessary measure of agreement 
could not be reached on the various issues involved 

(f) No, but Sir Edwin Montagu, the Secretary of State for Tnd a was per¬ 
sonally approached in the year 1919 by Sir Albion Banerji, Dewan of Mysore. 
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Mr. Ahmed Ehrahim Hsxoon Jallnr: With regard to the answer to part (a) 
of the question, will the Honourable Member explain the reasons for refusal to 
this Company’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Well, Sir, the reasons were vaned. 
One of them wasi 1 think, that in the ojumon of the Provincial Government the 
development of the iioit would have to be undertaken by official action Another 
thing is that a ship-lunlding paiud has been sec up w'hich is examining the whole 
question of ship-buildmg in India bv oflieial or non-official action and, I presume, 
they thought it advis-ihle to wait foi the results of that panel 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Earoon Ja&er: Will the Government re-consider the 
question and give similar facilities to this Company ns were given to the Scindia 
Steam Navigation Company for building a ship-biiilding yard at the Vizagapatam 
port? 

The Htmourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Well. Sir, if the Company applies 
for its application to be re-cons.dcred, it will doubtless bo re-oonsidered 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim iHaroon Jailer: The Honouiable Member said in ropl^ 
to part (a) of the question that the Government will consider the question of 
developing this port officially and. if it is not so possible, then through non- 
official sources May T ask the War Transport Member if ho will re-consider 
the development of this port through official sources? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Tt is one of the subjects which will 
come under examination by the Ports Technical Committee which has been 
appointed to look into the question of developing minor ports on the east coast 
of India 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: Ts not the appointment of this Com¬ 
mittee just an excuse to delay matters? 

Mr. President: Order, Order: Next question. 

Restobatiok ov Nilambur-Rhobanpitb Line 

106. *Hall Abdua Sattar Hajl Ishaq Seth: Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the restoration of the Nilambur-Shoranpur Line in South India, 
the dibinnntlmg uf which w'ns a subject matter of an adjournment motion on the 
25th November, 1940, is under consideration, 

(b) when the matter is to be taken up, and 

(c) whether be proposes to consult a committee of representative people in 
Malabar to lay down the Line m such a manner that it may prove remunerative 
to Government and useful to the people? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: (a) The restoration of the Nilambur- 
Shoi unpur me has been considered in consultation with the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment 

(b) It has been decided not to restore this line. 

(c) Does not arise 

Hajl Abdus Sattar Hajl Ishaq Seth: May I just know the reason for decid¬ 
ing not to restore tins line if it is not very long? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I understand that this was the subject 
of an adjournment inoiion iii 1040 wlien the line was lifted It was moved by 
the Honuuiuble Member .and the situation was clearly set out then The line 
was originally put in for strategic purposes arising out of the Moplah rebellion 
It has never proved a remunerative line The area is well served by roads and 
it is not thought by the Provincial Government in consultation with the Rail¬ 
way Board to be a sound proposition to restore the hne. 

Mr. M u ha mm a d Nauman: Was it placed before the St andin g Finance Com¬ 
mittee for examination’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenihaU: I should require notice of the question. 
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Ha}! Abdus Sattar Ha}l labaq Satb: If 1 remember aright, on that adjourn¬ 
ment motion there was a sort of promise that this line would be restored I 
was taken aback by the reply given by the Honourable Member and I would 
like him to look it up I would also ask him to consider the suggestion made 
in part (c) of the question 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Well, Sir, I have the debate nere 
and T looked at it before coming to the House I think the only promise given 
at thot time was that the ’natter will be discussed with the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment It has been discussed with the Provincial Government, who do not 
think that the replacement of the line was necessary or desirable I will, 
however, look into the matjier again. 

Ha}i Abdua Sattar Ha}! Ishaq Seth: In part (c) there is a suggestion thrown 
out that the railway people should consult a Committee of the ret ip<?eptt’tives of 
the people I suggest that the Honourable Memhor should ’■e-p-'nsider the 
matter and see whether this will be helpful? 

Mr. President; Order, Order no suggestions foi aoiion 

DouBi.tNa OF Railway Line retwiukn Muiiba and Delhi 

109. *Hall Abdua Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth: Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state 

(a) whether the doubling of the Railway line between Muttra and Delhi is 
under considci ation, and 

(b) whether he projtoses to have this piojcct examined in view of the great 

congestion of traffic on this section? • 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) The doubling of .this section is 
not included iii present development plans. 

(b) It is expected that traffic on this coel on will decline to the* pre-war level 
and that the congestion which now exists will disappear. There is> therefore, 
no justideation for doubling the line at present, but the situation will be watched- 

Haji Abdus Sattar Hajl lahaq Seth: Will the Honourable Member please 
say on what his knowledge is based when he says that there was no congestion 
even on pre-war level, because our experience is just the opposite? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That is not my information The 
oipacity of the line is 15 trains per day each way The number of trains pass¬ 
ing today IS about 12 5 on an average each way and therefore there appears to 
be a margin even m today's circumstances, and as regards doubling, before 
doubling were considered, the proper action would be to put in additional crossing 
stations, 

Recbuiteent of Subobdinatb Staff on B B & C. I. and South India Railways 

110. *Sii B. Venkatasabba Beddlar: Will the Honourable the Railway Mem¬ 
ber please state: 

(a) how recruitment of staff (subordiuate) druwmg over Rs. 100 per men- 
eem on the Bombay. Baroda and Central India, and South India Railways is 
made, and whether there are any Selection Boards for the purpose, 

(b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether they are part time or 

whole time officers, and whether they consider promotions or appointments 
purely on merit; * 

(o) whether there are different scales of pay for the Anglo-Ridians and In¬ 
dians for the same post, or whether there are in effect grades to which only 
Anglo-Indians are, as a rule, promoted and not Indians; 

(d) whether anv kind of preference is shown to anv class of persons in rec-’ 
ruitment to subordinate posts or gazetted posts, and, if so, what, and the 
reasons therefor; 

(e) whether any preference that mav be shown to children or relatives of 
persons in the Railway service is shown only to the Anglo-Indians or the Par- 
sis; and 
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(f) the number of persons recruited by promotion or direct appointment 
during the year 1945 on these two Kailways, and how many of them were (i) 
Hindus, (ii) Muslims, and (iii) Anglo-Indians and others, for posts drawing 
Its KM) per mensem and over? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (n) The recruitment and promotion of 
subordinate staff on Indian Government Bailways, including the B B & C I 
and S T Railways, is made in accordance with the rules contained in Appendices 
II and II-A to the State Railway Establishment Code, Volume I, a copy of 
which is available in the Library of the House These lulcs provide for the 
constitution of selection boards m the cases mentioned by the Honourable 
Member 

(b) and (d) Selection boards consist of wholetime officers and selections 
are made on merit, due regard ibeing paid, m the case of direct recruitment, to 
Rules 76 and 77 of the rules in Appendix II. referred to in rny reply to part (a), 
regarding communal quotas and preference to sons of railway employees No 
preference in the case of sons of railway employees is shown in direct recruit¬ 
ment to a gazetted post 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to my reply given to Mr T S. 
Avinashilingam Chettiar's Starred Question No 1776, asked in the Legislative 
Assembly on 11th Aprd, 1945 The reply to the second portion is m the 
negative 

(e) No 

(f) Figures pertaining to promotion of staff to posts carrying a salary of 
Rs 100 per mensem and over arc not raamtnmed and the timo and labour 
mvolved m collecting them would be incommensurate with the value of the 
results 

As regards direct recruitment to such posts, the infonnation in respect of the 
8 I Railway is as follows. 

Communities Calendar year 1946 

Hindus.* . • . 4 

Indian Christians 3 

Anglo-Indian and Doixuoilad European . . • 4 

Similar information for the B B & C I Railway is being col ected and will 
be laid on the table of the House in due course 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: With reference to part (f), may I know if the rail¬ 
ways themselves do not send report to the Railway Board of the recruitment 
so far made, and do they not keep m mind communal proportions for the pur¬ 
pose before recruitment is made? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; No, sir, not before recruitment is 
made 

Mr. Frank B. Anthony: On account of the narrow communal character of 
the question, will the Honourable Member convey to the Honourable questioner 
the suggestion that such intolerant questions are responsible for the growing 
distrust between the different communities in the country? 

Mr. President: Order, order The Honourable Member is making a sugges¬ 
tion He must ni.k for information. 

Mr. Frank Anthony: May I know if the Honourable Member will provide 
information to all such questioners that an Anglo-Indian is an Indian, legally 
defined as an Indian, and that the term ‘Anglo-Indian’ is merely a communal 
label in the same way as the terms ‘Hindu* or ‘Muslim' are? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The Honourable Member has answer¬ 
ed his own questions. 

Frol. B. G. Bauga: Even now, the Honourable Member calls himself an 
Anglo-Indian 

nrdcr next Question. 
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Ifr. Trank Anthony: For the same reason that you call yourself a Huulu. 
Why does the Honourable Member call himself a Hindu? 

Mr. President: Order, order, next question. 

Shri K. Ananthaeayanam Ayyangar: One supplementary question. Sir. 

Mr. President: Next question has been called. 

Indian Membebs of and Officebs undeb Railway Board 

HI. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please state* 

(a) the present number of members of the Hailwav Board, and how manjr 
of them are Indians and how many non-indiuns, 

(b) the total number of officers above tlic i.uik of Assistant Secretary, wha 
lire at present in the Railway Bonid, and how many 6f th^ are Indians, 

(c) the total number of General Manager*: and I'l [>jty General Manai^era 
and officers drawing more than Rs 2,00() on all the State Railways in India, 
and how many of them are Indians and how many non-Indians, 

(d) whether appomtment to the posts mentioned in (a) to (o) above is by 
seniority or by selection and, i£ by selection, who the selecting authority is, 

(e) whether any persons of non-Indian domicile are recruited direct to any 
kmd of posts on the State Railways, and, if so, how many were*recruited in. 
1945 and on what terms; 

(f) whether it is proposed to stop non-Indian recruitment at any time m 
the next few years; and, if not, why not; 

(g^ whether it is proposed to bring out any non-Indian personnel from the- 
United Kingdom for appomtment to any posts under the Post-war Rai’wny 
Schemes; and, if so, how many and on what terms; and 

(h) whether it is proposed, as part of Post-war Railway Schemes to train 
purely Indian personnel, in India or abroad, for all posts bn the Indian Rail¬ 
ways, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) to (c) I lay a statement on the 
table of the House giving the required information 

(d) Appoinliiient. to these posts is by selection As regards the latter part 
of the question, the selecting authority m the case of members of the Railw'ay 
Board is the Governor General-in-Council, and of the officers referred to m 
parts (b) and (c) of the question, the Railway Board General Managers can, 
however, make officiating appointments to the Junior Administrative grades 
against vacancies of short duration. 

(e) Due to conditions created by the war there has been, for the past few' 
years, no direct recruitment of persons of non-Indian domicile from outside 
India to the Superior Services There have, however, been a few cases of 
non-Indians appointed in India during the emergency on a purely temporary 
basis 

(£) As stated in the reply to part (e), regular direct recruitment of non- 
Indians to the Superior Services is in abeyance As regards ndh-gazetted estab¬ 
lishment, there is no regular direct recruitment of non-Indians In both cases, 
however, it may be necessary on occasions to appoint against vacancies requiring 
specialised technical qualifications persons of non-Indian domicile Such 
appointments are, however, rare and are usually on a contract basis 

(g) and (h) The question of obtaining, on short term contracts, two or 
three Designers from the United Kingdom or U 8 A m connection with locomo¬ 
tive building in India and of sending suitable personnel Inddan and. ’Son-lndian 
for training abroad is under Government's consideration. 
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jSAtfamant showing number and diatributton between elatutory Indume and non-Indiane of aertain 
offieere in Aaiiimsj^ Board'e office and on rattwaye ae on 28th January 1946. 


Indiana 

Total (inoluding Xon-Indiana 

number Statutory 

Indians) 


1. ICembera. Bailway Board (including Ghiof S 

Commiasionor and Financial Commissioner). 

-2. Offlcers above the rank of Assistant Sec- 38 
rotary working m the Board's office. 

3. General Managars 9 

i. Deputy General Onagers . • 36 

6. Other officers drawing more than Bs 2.000 66 

•6. Other officers drawing more than Bs 2,000 5 

(in offices attached to or subordinate to the 
Board’s office). 


29 


1 

15 

10 


2 


6 


9 

8 

21 

49 

3 


158 63 05 


Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangai: Is thore a single Indian Member on the 
'Ra Iway Board just now ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Not on the Board itself at this 
precise moment 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam A3ry8ngar: May I know who is the present Finan- 
■cial Commissioner? Is it a fad that all along, for the past 15 years, the 
Financial Commissioner of Railways has always been an Indian and not a 
European ? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That is correct. 

Sn H. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Has it been impossible for the Govern¬ 
ment to find a single suitable Indian to fill up that job? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; There would have been a suitable 
Indian had it not been that the previous incumbent accepted a post elsewhere 

Prof. N. O. Buiga: When do the Government propose to Indiauise the 
Railway Board personnel entirely? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: In due course 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: How many Indian General Managers 
.are there? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Banthall: That information is contained in the 
statement laid on the table 

Sri M. Ananthasayanun Ayyangar: Will he refer to that statement and 
tell me now how many Indian General Managers are there? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: One out of nine. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What is the total strength of General 
Managers and whiit*pcrccntage does ‘one’ form out of that? 

Mr Muhammad Bauman: it is one out of 9 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is that Indian retained though he has 
cojnpleted fifty-five years? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: That is correct. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is no other suitable and qualified Indian 
Aiailable to fill up this post or other posts of General Manager? 

(No answer.) 

Shn Sil Prakasa: If all go to them, who will come to us. 
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STARKED QUESTIOXti \N*D ANSrV^EKfl 
ReOBUITMENT SuPERlNT£>'DBI>iT8 OF rOSTS OFFICES 

112. *811 M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will *ht Sorretiiry fnr P.ists wd 
Air please state 

(a) ii recruitment to the cache oi Supcimteiuh nts ot Post Ofln es is fon¬ 
due led partly through the Public Ser\icc (.'omniisM* ■" .md if so. ir vhat per¬ 
centage , 

(b) if ti cdliiin number of such post- aic filled ’ p'oinotion from subordi¬ 
nate ranks in the various Provinces. 

(c) if a cciliun number used to be lociuitcd fom.eilv tium cupabh* A-sistants 
in the Heuehpiiirterb Office ojl the Oirecteir Oeiui.«i 1 (i‘1‘ and Teh*«napha, and 
that this bus been discontinued for some \oais past. 

(d) if he is aware that a certain number of Ats-M-^ntR from .iinontr <Mpab‘e 
young men in the Imperial Sfcietanat Departm* nt*' .up recruited b\ an Offi¬ 
cers’ Board to the Income-tax JJepartment everv \CRr. and 

« tc) if he will considei llie advisabilit\ of offer pg ."i .iveniie of , roP" t’on ti 
deseivmg men in the Directorate .is ii-«.d to be fh rr-", <icr before"^ 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: (a) Yes* 50 pt r cent 

(b) Yes, .*>0 jier cent by promotion from aiuopg inspectors of Post Offices 
and of the Railway Mail Service and Head clerko Superintendents of Post 
Offices 

(c) Assistants in the office of the Director-Oop* /«!, Posts and Telegraph • 
were eligible along with clerks in post offices, RMS Offices and Circle Offices 
for selection to appear at a quahfying exnmin.itoii i r appointment as Siiperin- 
lendonts of Post Offices and RMS This has dipcontinuQd since 1937 

(d) This arrangement has been discontinued 

(e) No, Sir The deserving men in the Director 'f have their own avenues 
for promotion 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haxoon Jafler: M.iy 1 x-V the lionourable Member 
IV hen he proposes to continue the old piactico^ If not why not? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: If the TTonom.ible Mi > dirr means whether I will 
ifstore the old practice, Ihe reply is, ‘no’ 

Sre^ut Bohlni Kumar Choudhnrl: Is it .i lac^ r)ia< n making appointments 
to superior posts, m the ])ostal department, the Prc'. in*-e of Assam is entirely 
kept out of consideration’ 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: No, Sir. Piomotions an not made on provincial 
basis Tlip,> are made on merit and .seniority 

Railway Survey.s fob Post-Wak i>B!VKi.opMBNT 

113, *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please state 

(a) if h ' IS pii'paied to I.i\ on the tih'x .\ list nt Railwa\ surve-,-’ made -r 
proposed lo be iiiadc as part of the Po^t-w.ir R.ulw.iv programme; 

(b) if he is .iwaic that the Section l.claccii Agia and Delhi on the Gre 1 

Indian IVninsul.i mule acts as a soit oi hoitlc-iieck and impedes fast tr-sfiie 
between iliesc two places and that Mad and F.xpn-ss trains have frequenth, to 
wait at vv.i\side stations to let opposing tiains pas« m account the fact that 
it IS only a single lino, , 

(o) if the desirahilitv of making it a double line hat at aiiv time heen cons- 
dered; and, if bo, the decisions arrived at; 

(d) if the doubling of the Agra-Dellii line is pioposed to be taken in hand at 
once, thereby affording immediate employment to r. number of Railway hands 
who might be due for discharge under one rule or another; 

(e) if the answer to (d) above is in the negative, the full reasons for the 
same, and when the survey will be taken up; and 

(f) if the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, when the work is likely to be 
completed? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward BenUiall: (a) A hat of the projects which it has 
belli dccirlctl lo -iiivc.y, i-j l.ud on tin- t.il'le 

(li) J fiiM .iw I) tinit llioie is «i ccitiiin (iinount of congestion on this section 
but It IS ixjfi't il iliat tins congestion will disappear with the decline of traffic 
on the soctmij |.i tbe pre-war level 

(c) No pioj Cl fnr doubling llie line has so far been submitted to the Govern- 
ineiit of India 

(d) Tin ilriiibliiig ol this section is not included in present development 
plans 

(o) In \U'\\ of iiiy reply to part (b) there is no justification for doubling the 
line at picsciit, but the situation will he watched 
(f) Docs not arise 


tA r of proj^f* approved for Suriey New Conatnietione, Beatoratiotu and Oonvernoru, 


, East Indian Raii.way 
(a) Diamonded Unea to be reared 

1 Unto ^tadlioganj-Balaniau . . . • . 

2 Bijnor-Chandpur Siau 

3 Utra t'a-SwUanpur-Zafarabad . • . . • 

(b) No>v Unea 

1 Ivclia Clianilauai . • • . , • 

2 BTiW’trapiir Barwadih . . • , • 

3 ChinaTi-Btnradih (Oirhwa Bold or Untari Road) • 

4 Btrkagi0'\<TIassrib'igh-Oirtdih’Daiiika*Rampur Haufe 

5 OAva-Sbnrgtiat>i>Ohatra«Ranobi . • • 

BbNOAL ASSAV R MIDWAY 
(a) Beeloration of Diamantlei Unea 

1 SluHtaginj-Hab'ganj ...... 

2 Moranhat-Khowans * * . • 

3 \n\nvirA-Clbapv Nawabgiai 


^prox. 

Milnagoa 

Miles 

78 

21 

130 

65 

120 

140 

225 

no 


8 

6 

10 


(b) New Unea 

1 Batiadurabad-Qoalpara-Piindu w th a bridge at Ooalpara* 

Jogighopa and a link from the brii^o to Bongaigaon, also Qouri. 
pur Mymens'ngh Mahendraganj. 

2 Sylhet-Baw-Ohatak . • •. 

3 Khowang-Dibnigarh 

4 Ftiridpur-Madaripur-BariBal 

6. Sainthia-Barhairpore-Bhairamara •. 

6 Rohaapar-Nithpttr-Dinajpttr 

7 Jharia-Jbanjad-Baghmars-Siiu.Jankaray , . • . , 

(o) OoHveraion 

1 Tnzpur-Bal para to be converted from N. Q. to M. Q 
BxNaai. Naofub Railway 
( a) Diamanded lUiea to be roetored 

1 Bobbili'Salur. 

(b) New Unea 

1. Itamagundain-Baatar-Jagdalpar Jaypuc-Salur (or Viaauagaraip 
i^ia Padwa) Tbe portion between Remagandam and Baatar shall 
be aurved by H. E. H. the Nisam’s Raihray. 

None.—At the time of mveetigation it will be mtnnssnrj tn 


283 


21 

12 

80 

96 

76 

37 


26 


10 


200 
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6«7 


2. Rajnandgaon (or DnigVBastor via Kanksr aad Taragaon . 

3. Sambalpur-Kondagaon via Kantabonji or Lanjigarh . 

4. Taloher (along the valley of the Brahmani river)*Koel Bank 

a. Tnlbandh (or BongriposO'Badampahar (or Sulapat or Bairangpur) 
including conveision of Rupsa-Talbandh to B. Q. 


6. Khurda Boad*Bargarh ... 

7. Vuhnupur-Santragachi . • . . . . 

8 Contai Boad<Oontai-T&fnIuk-KoIaghat-ahataI-Ohandrakona 

9 Extension of Lohardaga to meet Barwadih*Binnitrapur 


Approx. 

Mdeages 

Miles 

120 

247 

100 

8.7 

(including 
mdes of 
version). 


128 

88 

150 

23 


70 

con* 


(c) ConV'raion 

1. Purulia to Lohardaga 118 


.South Inoun Rahww • 

(s) New Knee 

1. Dmdigul-Oudallur • ..• . 70 

2. KnlleugodG^Coohin Foit.41 

3. Tanjorc-Pattukottai.29 

4. Aiantang •Karaikkudi.* . . 20 


M. & 8. 24. BaxitWAV 


(a) New Knee • 

1. Ahiavar«Haliyal«Yellapur.Karwar . . 70 

2. EUoie-Saveri Valley . .*70 


O. I P Railway 


(a) DiamaaUed lines to be reatored 
1 Cavmporo-Khsimda .... 

(b) New hnea 

1. Diva*Dasgaon . • . . . 

2. Mwoiad-Wardhana 

3. Belapur Road*Sheogaon . ... 

4. Baramati'Faodharpur. 

5. Kurla-Polasdhari . 

0. Amraotflfarkher ..... 

B.. B. A C. L RAnwAY 


(a) DiemamUed Knee to be reefored 
1. Vaaad-Kathana. 


(b) New Knee 

1. Bulsor-Dharampar 

2. Khandwa-Hingoli . . , 

OUDH TiBHUX RAIX.WAV 

(a) New Knee 

1. Xashipur*Ka]agarh. 

2. Ghakia-Alwalia.Sidh'walia. . • • , 

S. 8itaniaihi.8onbana • . . . , 

4.|LMurliganj*Madhepara. 

JoDBFUB Railway 


(a) New Knee 

1. Pithoro*Kahi*Tando MithaUianpSanghar'Jhol 


81 

97 

79 

45 

70 

35 

79 


27 

17 

160 


30 

27 

20 

18 


02 


B 9 
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North WESTJas Railway 
(a) ThamantUd Hnea to be rertored 

1. Nagroto Jogindomagar . 

(b) Ji^ew Ixnea 

1, Uavcliaii'Oarhi Habibullah . 

2 Chanadda-Mardan. . 

3. Pezu'Doia Xsioail Khan . • 

4. Tando Mohd Khan-Mbghalbin (Jati Taloka) 

5. Badin-Oujrat (Bombay-Sind) .... 

6. Karaohi-Kalat-Quotta 

7. Peshawar'Kohat 

8 Kobat to Bannu 

9 Rupar-Talaura 

10. Khuahab<Nuipur Darya Khan 

11. KAshnuirc«Deia Ohan Khan 

12. Jhang-Malout. 

13. Khewra*Ghakwal. 


[Sin Feb. 1946 


Approx. 

Mileages 

Miles 

35 

43 

17 

40 

72 

268 

410 

40 

80 

37 

70 

90 

100 

40 


(o) Conte/aton 

1 Man Indu8«Bannu ft Manzai Laki Marwat from N O. to B G 158 

2. Jacobabad-Kashmore from N.O. to B 6. . •.77 

3. Kohat-Thal ... . .64 


Mr. Maau' Subedai: Is it a fact that Clo\ei'niuent are giving preference to 
surveys and outlays on strati'giu railwa\s o\or the projects which are required 
for the eonvenieneo of the civil population, like the one referred to m this ques¬ 
tion? 

The HonouraUe Sir Edward Benthidl; Thoic are both stiategic and purely 
commercial lines under survey, but no special priority has yet been settled 
Sri M. Ananthaaaya&am Ayyangar: May T know it in the matter of taking 
up construction of these railways preference will be given to those dismantled 
during the war, wherever necessary? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthidl: Tn some eases, Sir 
Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal: Ts then- any proposal to connect the East 
Indian Railway colliery area with the Bengal and Assam Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I shall require notice of that question 
It has beiMi ex.irnincd but I am not sure whether it is one of those under survey 
at the present moment 

Seth Govind Das: Is the TTonomalile Membi r uvaro that the two most 
imporUiiit cities in the Centr.il Piovinees Nagpur lud Tnbhiilpur are not con¬ 
nected with any broad gauge raliwav? Will he consider this question .ilso? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; All theso oi>f><.tr)ns .ir” discussed with 
the provincial fiovcrnnienfs and their \icws about tlie development of trans¬ 
port in their provinces are one of the predominating factors 

Superior^Staff in Traffic Department, Oudh and Tirhut Railway 

B. Varma: (a) Will the TTommiahle the Railway Alembcr be 
pleased to state the number of the superior Eumpean, Indian and Anglo-Indian 
staff according to their 8eniorit> in the Traffic Department of the Oudh and 
Tirhut Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that cases of senior Indian Officers have been ignored in 
givmg promotion in the Traffic Department? 

(o) Is it also a fact that the Station Masters and Onards of the said Railway 
hav . been ignored in giving promotion in the Traffic Department? 
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The HonouraUe Sir Edward Benthall: (a) 1 lay on the table of the House a 
statement giving the required information 
(b) and (c) The reply is m the negative 


Statement aho omg the number of European, In hm and Anght-lndtaa offlcera aeeordim to their 
eemoritif in the truffle Department of tlm 0 T. Rathoatj 


Posts 

No 

Eropcona 

Position on tho 
sepioiity list 

\iigl>Indians 

Position on 
No the 

sen ority 
list 

Imlians 

Pos tion of Total 
No the 

soiuoi ity list 

Adm'matrativo 

2 

Ist As 2iul 


2 

Semoi' .Scale 

• 

<S 

2ml. ltli,5th 7bh, 
Otli anil lOtU 


4 1st, ;M. 6th & 10 

a 8th 

Junior Scale 

1 

3rd 

2 2ivl 8t 7tli 

8 1st, 4th to 6th, 11 
8th to 1 Ith 


Lon\ KR S MARIKS ON Or Oil AVD TlBltUT RAILWAY 


115. •Mr. B. B. Varma. Will the Hononrahle the Railway Member be 
pleased to stale it it is a tact Ih.il tlu pa\ of both the super or and snhoulinate 
emploNccs of the Oudh and Tiihot It.nlwa\ it. low m comparison with other 
Railways and lemain so even now when this Railway has been purchased by 
Government Ho Oovetnnient piopose to ronsidia levision of thew ])a\ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Tlie scales of pay of some categories 
of staff on the old RAX W and U A K Uadwnvs wore lowef on the whole 
as compared yyith the coriesjionding scale*, on other Government Railways As 
already stated in roTih to Onestioiw Kos 29 and 1428, asked on the 8th February 
and 28th March, 194.), lespcctuclv the senlea of pav of certain non-gazetted 
staff have been icy wed Ayith effect from 1st April, 1945. 

As legaids gazetted staff the roMsed seale for the Junior Seale oPfieers on 
the old R A N W and R A K Railways being less favourable than the State- 
managed Railways’ scale, the officers concerned have been given the latter scale 
from 1st April, 104.*) In addition, the piactice of the old B & N W and 
E & K rompames of granting suhordinates on the old scales of pay, promoted 
to gazetted rank, puv on the reyiscd scales of pay, has been abolished, and the 
usual rule on Go\eminent Railway', under yyliieh subordinates on old scales 
of pav nie eligible, on promotion fo gazetted rank, for the old scales of pay of 
that lank, has been substituted 

\s reg.srds fhe latter portion of the cpiestion, Oovemnient do not consider 
there is jnstifiention for further immediate revision of the scales, but the matter 
yynll be examined as part of the general quest on of postwar scales of pay 

Prof. N. O. Baaga: Are we to undcistand that any discrimination that has 
oxisted between the scales of pav and allowances given to the employees of 
tins rnilwnv and to the einplovees on the other State railways has been done 
away with? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; There is no discrimination The old 
companies had their own scales of pay and these differ from tho'sc.ales of pay on 
many other radwavs,, just ns the scales of pay on different Qoverhment railways 
also differ Certain adjustments have been made and of course further ndjust- 
monts will be considered when the general question of post-war scales of pay 
comes under consideration, as it is at the present moment But even then the * 
probabilitv is that they w'ill not be uniform. 

Prof. H. O. Banga: Whv should there be different scales of pay even on 
the Government rail wavs for similar work done by their employees? 

The HmiouraUe Sir EdWard Benthall: That is for historical reasons and 
also for the reason that costs of living vary in different parts of the country 
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Lowbb Sala hibs on Oudh and Tibbut Railivay 

116. *Mr. B. B. Varna; (a) Has the attention of the Honourable the 

way Member been drawn to the resolution regarding racial discrimination and 
increase m tbe scales of juj passed by the Employees’ Associ-ition Conference 
of the Oudh and Tirliut Jlailway held at Gorakhpur m June 1945? 

(b) Is any action proposed to be taken on it? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: (a) and '(b) Government have seca 
the resolutions in question and are satisfied that no racial discrimination as 
alleged exists As regards the question of increase in the scales of pay of staff 
on the 0 & T Hailway, the Honourable Member ui referred to the reply T h.ive 
given to the preceding question 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Is the TTonouiable Member quite sure that there 
IB no racial discrimination in the matter of pay on the O & T. Railway? Are 
the scales of pay of European or Anglo-Indian guards the same as those for 
Indian guards? „ » 

The Honourable Sir Edward Beathall: L was under that impression but I 
will make inquiries 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Is it not a fact that Anglo-Indian and Indian 
guards are on different scales and in the officers’ grades also European and Indian 
officers arc on different grades, m this OAT Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: I diall require notice of that question. 

Mr. Mq^iammad Nauman: Will the Honouinblc Member at least make an 
inquiry on this point? 

Mr. President: Older, older, next question 

R\d LioiiTiKo iN L\tuim-s on Ounn ani> TiiiiuiT Railway Trains 

117. *Mr. B. B. Varma: Is the Kmioui.ible the Ilnilway Mornbci aware that 
there is no urraiigemcnt for lights and lutiines m the Third class cnrim es of 
the Oudh and Tirhut llailwav iianis luimuig fiom Narkotiaganj to Bhikhna- 
thori, Bagaha, Samustipur and Mu/affaipm (9:1 Vp, 94 Dii , 109 Up and 104 
Dn ) Naikatiugaii] to Mu'/affarpur? 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU: Government is aware of the difficulties 
which the O & T Railway has experienced m providing lighting airangeinonts on 
the trams lefenvd to, but the position should now improve 

With ipgard to latiines in the Tliml Clavs eamages on those trams, a large 
pcreeritago of third class carnages on rakes running on 3.3 Up and 34 Dowm 
Narkatiagani—Somastipur passenger trains and 103 Up and 104 Down NarkaUa* 
ganj—Mnzaffarpur passenger trains are fitted with latrines, on rakes which are 
not so fitted, additional third class carriages are attached to provide latrine 
accommodation 

Latrine ncconimodation is not provided in third class carriages running on 
trams on the seitioris Narkatiaganj—Bagnha and Nnrkatiogani—Bhikna Thori, 
ns they are short distance branches of 26 and 22 miles respectively 

Shil Sri Frakasa: Is the TTonourablo Member aware only of the difficulties 
of the railwav .idministralions in providing these lights and latrines or is he also 
aware of the inconveniences and difficulties of the passengers themselves for 
want of those things’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward BenthaU; Yes. Sir, of course T am aware of 
them But the difficulties of the radwavs are that they have been unable to get 
the number of lamps that thev had ordered, and in the case of the 0 AT Rail¬ 
way against an order of 84,200 lamps last year they got only 21,200 — a short¬ 
age of 18,000 

Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena: Are there any other railways which have not been 
able to get the required number of lamps? 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Yes, Sir, several other i.tiUvays hav- 
been in difficulties about this 

Shri Median Lai Saksena: Is therepioMsion m -lie li.ul\vu\ Act bj 
which r.tilwa^s may be stopped from running tiains withoiit lights .\vl latrines? 
The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: No. Sir, not as regards lights. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: la the Honourable Member aware that even if there a>*o 
difficulties about bulbs, there can be no difficulty about latrine*?, because it only 
means making .i hole in the compartment? 

(No reply was given ) 

Seth Oovind Daa: Is the Tlonournhle Member nvs.'ue that on certain lines, 
particularly on trains running between Jubbulpur and Gondi.i, tlie metre g.nige 
has no lamps even m ladies compartments^ 

The H<»iourable Sir Edward Bentiiall: Tin question does not >.ceni to arise, 
Sir 

« Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: la the lltmoui.ihl > ^I^inber o.vaio that with 
regard to all third class compartments m all the tram,? on the 0 T Hailway 
no ligliting arrangement has been made so far^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: The Honouiabic Meinbcr is aw me 
that Government have only fairly rccenth taken over these lailways, and it 
takes some time—pariieultirly m the conditions which have prevailed during 
war time—to improve the standard of travel up to that winch we should like to 
sec 

Shri Sri Frakasa: Is the Honourable Miunber aware that wliciicver latiiiio 
arrangements are made on the O & T Radway the looi" i«« ‘>0 '»inll llifit the 
Honourable Member could not get into it^ • 

(No leply was given ) 

CoNURSTiov 01 ? Traefic AT Levkl Orossis'o Naukattm \nj FIaiiway 
Station 

118. *Mr, B. B. Varma: (a) Is the Honouiabh Jhi Ilailwa, Men.bci iiwaie 
that there is a heavy rush of rail', f.iirving c..nt foi the Ni w Swadeshi Sn.'sr 
Mills and which has to pa^s the railway crossing near the \aik.itiaganj llnl- 
way Station and that the traffic of the pa‘*»cngers and i ano vnits is held -p 
for n long time, due to shunting and the arrival and dcpailure of the tiains, To 
their great inconvenience? 

(b) Does the Honourable Membei piopusc to take '•lep*« r<a tlic prov sion 
of a underground passage .md thus lemove «i (iving w-mt of tb > imbbe, in 
general and the eaiters, in particular’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (.v) Fiom the tt.itemeni of ainval and 
dciinrture of passenger and mixed trains at and from Narkatiaganj, there appears 
to be MO undue delay to road traffic at the level crossing Oec.ision.il shunting 
has to be ficrfoirned over tbo level crossing during winch the gates arc closed 
to road traffic foi slioit periods, particularly during the cane crushing season. 

(b) It would not be feasible to provide a road undcrbndge at ibis site .is the 
bank 18 about 3 ft m height only and is sometimes over-topped during floods 
Notices op Termin.vtion op Permits o\ U P Motur Dus Gpijutors 

119. *Fandit Sn Krishna Dutt Faliwal: (,i) Will tlv Honouitllib' Member for 
War Transport please state whether it is a f.iet tha+ the {bifted Piovimss 
Goveininent have served notices undei the Govemor Gcii'inl’-s Ordmance 
XXXTIT, on all the motor bus operatois in the Piovi ice stating ilril their per 
niit for plymg the buses will bo terminated bv 30th April, 1946 ’ 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware that the motor bus operators of the 
United Provinces went on strike m the month of December, 1915, as a protest 
against the Rail Road Co-ordination Scheme of the Provincial Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the United Provinces Goveriimnit sre living to enforce 
the aforesaid scheme from the 15t)i of Februarv 1946’ 
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The Honourable Su Edward Benthall: (a) On the assumption that tho 
iroiiourublti IVk'inber lofet-, tn action taken under Ordinance XXXI of 1945 and 
nut Oidinauce XXXTII, H.e aiibwet is in the affirmative 
ft) The answer is in th<. .iffiiin.itivo 

(c) It h iindeistood thil the I’toMiui.u Guveriiuicnt hope to have the Joint 
lload-lia’l Companies ir jp-'i ition by the date mentioned This will ho subject, 
so f.ip a» tlic Central (loveirimut i-* coiiceiiiod, to tho undortakin^ which I have 
given 111 tlu^ House legi-* „ now fiii.mtt.d cominilnn'nt‘< being entered »nto by 
Rmlwai s 

Sliri Mohan Lai Saksena. Is it .• lut that tho llononrablo Moinboi has 
given II .issiiranco iii thi- J niso that ii>> action will bo taken against these bus- 
opuiafdis under I,In- Dele \ .»f hidi t \i t oi iindoi'an\ Ordinance pioimilg.ited 
imd ',1 ‘1. !>( h'lioi. of !• >1 AtP 

'l-he Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I do not remember ha\ing gi\en any 

iihsiii.mci with iifoioi't It hi'. Didiii n*ce 

Bhri Mohan Lai Sa^sena K n ‘i.it a tat t that thi', Oidm.iiiee was eiun tpd 
at the siiggestiiiii of tin I • oiiicial (lt>\t‘iiinienl V 

^nie Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: h was done m consultation with tbem 
Shxi Sri Frahaaa: Is i*^ “ot a fa<t that the whole matter is undm the con- 
S’ldeiation of a (’oiimiit.i.'. In.it was ai»iiointed hv the House the other day, and, 
it so, will the Hononr.il>! Mtuilxr ask the Ihovineial Qoveinment to witlilinld 
.my .letittii till that Cm ‘'<e has upoitid*’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: This Housi has no jni isihction i.or 
the l*ifi\ iiKM.d CioNeriinie !‘* 

FiOf. K. Cl Ranga )> uw ot tli. net that the Honourable Mcinbci has 
just now siul that it • consultation with the Pio\iiieinl novernm''iit th.st 
lie li id issiiid Hus Ordi' i. . will it K impossible for the Honoinnble Member 
to suggist to tho Pioviifit Croxcinnicnt that they should slay notion iinlil ilio 
Coiiti.tl (ImcrmncMl r ‘'i’ lo come to a definite decision in consultation wilh 
this House 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I hu\e aliv.idy said that so f.ii .is 
we an. conicined, wo !»• • it making i »\ new' financial foramitmont 

Prof, H. O. Ranga 1 mi suggesting that the Honourable Membei sliould 
iii.dn a siiggeslioii to f • rioiineial CfOAeinmeiit tbat they fiiioiild stnv theii 
liel 11)11 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I wdl consider that 
Mr. M. Asaf Air \ hough thi'. House has no constitutional control n\er 
thi. I’roMiices, 's it iiol ' t > •* tli.it in -.> f ii ns the contribution fiinmeial quota 
IS toiKeriU'd, tliev c.n "isili sa\ that they will not contribute the Central 
Go\cinmeiit's ipiota, o .1 tmi-' bung jii.^siiie to boar on them’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: I haio said that T will make no new 
fiii.iiiei.d (oiiiinitmeiits o hdt this qmstion is befoic the House 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: l, \i. „i tb.- f a t th.it till* Crdin.iiHe was issiumI hx the 
Cential Giue'iiineiit, wil' • Hono'P.ihle Member withdraw its operation m the 
jiioiinoes Ili.it do not f.i'i n. line with the view’s of the Central Government’ 
The Honousi^ble Sir Edward Benthall: Tliis question wall he discussed m 
the fomniittee, in the "Ust* of its ne\t meeting 

Shii Sri Prakasa: i vt-.x of tin f.iet that the dale — 1 . 5 th of Fehiunry—is 
not far off. will the II . > i ihle Memhei take action immediately? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: T have already said that T will con- 
sidci It 

Sjt. N. V Oadgil. \ i • .t .i f u t th.it this Bail-Boad Co-ordination scheme 
IS a iie.'iei -time selienie*’ D wh\ is it that the Government has proimilgated 
an Ord'ii.uife xxhieh hlio'.ld oiilx lie lexiited to in coniieelion with the 
proHteiilio'i 'if the w.si / 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall; This question again will be discussed 
on the Coriimittec which hn^ been appointed for the purpose> but I would point 
out that the Ordinance XXXIIT of 104.) reduced the powers under a previous 
Ordinance and did not increase them 

llKTRKNcnMKvr IN Okdnaxik Factories 

tl20. *Sardar Mangal Emgh: Will the Honourable Member foi lndnstnes 
and Supplies please state 

(a) what instructions have been given to the Indian Ordnance Fautoiies 
for the selection of temporary staff for reduction, 

(b) whether the staff reduction policy, as explained b> him, is being observ¬ 
ed in practice also by thd factories, 

(i) vvhetlicr be li.is re.id tbc news item published in the Dawn, dated the 
llvh January, 1946, under the heading ‘Retreuelimont m Ordnance Factory, 
Muiiidnagar', 

’ (d) whether he has ordered an enquiiv, if not why not, 

(e) if he IS aware that in a ease the National Service Tribunal, Cawnpore, 
intervened and got an A«5«?istant Vor'inan who \\ is nnjii tl\ retrenched, le- 
instntcd, 

(f) whetlier he is aware of the tact that men with over four to six years’ 
service liaving quite satisfactory reco~d have been discharged from the Murad- 
nagar Factory, if so, their number, qualifications, and length of service, 

(g) the ciicumstances under which the Government of India orders were 

ignored in each of the case, and • 

(h) whether Government propose to order re-instatcment of such of the 
Foremen, Assistant Foremen and Chargemen who have befen retrenched, in 
spite of the fact that they possess hmh aeademie quahdeations 

The Honourable Hr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Instruetions governing the release of 
staff in Ordnance Factories are contaiiiod in the lute Supply Department Office 
Memorandum No E-28(603), dated 13th Sc*ptenibor 1945 A copy of the 
instructions is placed on the table 

(b) Yes, Sir All release propos.iK are submitted for scrutiny to the Addi¬ 
tional Director General in charge of the Ordnance Factories 

(c) Yes. Sir 

(d) No, Sir The Additional Dnector General had already examined the 
case 

(el The Assistant Foreman concerned was released in accordance with the 
Departmental instructions and with the prior ijennission of the National Service 
Labour Tribunal, Cawnpore As the result of an appeal, however, the Tribunal, 
under instructions from Labour Department, ordered his reinstatement pending 
a decision on the appeal. 

(f) Only one member of the staff with over four years' service has been re¬ 
trenched from the Ordnance Factory, Muradnagar, ng.imst his w’ill 

(g) and (h) Do not arise 


No E-2S (603) 

Governmfnt of- India 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
(Main Secretariat^ 

New Delhi, the 13CA September 1945 
OFFICE MEMORANDU\[ 

SnwECT ‘—Jteleaite of Temporary (Wai) Staff of Ordnance Fartonvi 
Oovernment has approved the folIowmK pi mm,lea for the relpaae of oiv,li.in iiei 
of Ordnance Clothing (including Parachute) and Harneaa &. Snddlerj- Factories cons, 
on the termination of the Vfar 


tAnawer to this queation laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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2 Eligibility for release shall be m accordance with tlie following order of priority - 
1. (a) Permanent staff who has reached the age of retirement , , 

(b) Temporary civilian staff or soldiers, whose services are required by their former 
employers Kir work of national importance 

(o) Temporarv civilian staff or soldier<. whose se^ices are J/ Prospective 

emptoyers, other than their former employer-, for work of national importance 

2 Temporary civilian staff or soldiers, demanding release for urgent private reasons 

3 Temporary civilian staff or soldicis whose release is demanded by former or other 
prospective employers for work not for national importance. 

3 There should bo little difficulty in dealioq with the i .'lease of men category l(a> 
above It IS to categories Hb). (c). (2) and (3) that the instructions in this Office Memo- 
randum are meant to apnly Staff in thes.' citcgories may Be divided into the following 


groups 

I Men of non-Asiatic domicile recruited in the United Kingdom and serving Mder 
agreementfl executed in England, or lerruitt'd m India, or “calted np*^ under Act XVIII or 
1940 


T1 Men of Asiatic domitite recruited in the United Kingilom and serving under agree¬ 
ment executed in England, or recruited in India, or taken into the national service under 
Ordinance II of 1940 


III Soldieis 

4 As soon as possible after the receipt of order- for reiluetiona in output, officers-m 
charge of factories should submit a statement of posts to be surrendered or held in abeyance, 
the names of the individuals who can he leleased in con-cquence with the suggesteci date 
of release in each cose 

5 The individual to bo released or disthargecl as the result of the surrender of a post 
may not m some cases be the mcumlA'nt of that post hub some other member of the staff 
who, aftci any re arrangement of duties found neees-ary in the interests of efficiency and 
ot faiincss to b. individuil conevrned, can lie released (i) with tho minimum of inconvenience 
to tho factoiy, or (ii) to meet an urgent demand for his services, or 'iii) because he claims 
release is legally entitled thereto 

If the holder of an officiating or tcmpoiaiy appointment whose diseharire on reduction of 
establishment u> under consideration, is willing to a.cept an anpointment m the lower grade, 
tho po-sibilit' of retaining his services in the lowci grade (which may involve the diseharge 
or revel-ion of an individual m that grade with an infv'ii'T claim to retention) ahonld bo 
I onsidered 


In pioposing the le-arrangemeiit of duties referred to aliove Offi. ers-in charge will bear in 
mind not onl' tlie principles here laid down but also thu necessity of allowing for reversion 
of slaff to posts or giade- on which they hold a lien, or to which they have other reasonable 
claims and tho gcMii.il siiitabibt of an iiidividiul for the post in which it is proposed to 
retain him 

6 III forwarding locoraiiieiidations for release oi dischaige. Officers in-eharge will indicate 
the reasons for such leeommendations on a form to bo supplied to factones for this purpose 

7 The intention is, as far as possible, to accept the recommendations of the Offlcer-in- 
chargo but, in the cases in wliirli the release of an individual from another factory instead 
of tho person suggested by the Officer iii-ihar?e will, in the opinion of tho Directorate General 
Supply or tho Additional Diroc-tor Geneial (Ordinance Factories), as the case may be, be in 
the inti'ie-t of the State, oideis will be issued .lecordingly and the necessary inter-factory 
transfers .iiranged 

8 In addition to recommendations from Officers in-chargo of Factories for the release of 

staff, dciiiaiuls for the release of men emplo ed in the Factories or at hendnuarters niav ha 
received from other sources ’ J 


On loeeipt, thiough the pioper channel, of a recommendation or demand for the releaao 
of a member of the staff of a factory or of headquarters the possibility of complying with 
tlie demand will be investigated by the Directorate General Sunplv or the Addit'onal Diiector 
General (Ordnance Factories), as the case may be If the required information is not 
available, a reference will be made to tha factory in which the individual concerned u 
employed and a report on the implications of the proposed release including, if ,t app^rs to 
brfm tlia iiilerests of the State, sug^csticna for mter-factory transfer op other re-arran^enta 
of duties, v^ll be submitted to tho Directorate General Suplply or Additional 
(Ordnance Factorioal as the case ma be. for a decision whether or not the name of iS?i 
individual concerned shall be placed on the "redundant or replacSble" ^ 

receipt of orders from the Directorate General Supply or the Additional ^ 

(Ordinance Factori«) as toe case may he, to place a\ai^ on 

the Factories will take action as indicated in the table appended hereto for relMw ^ * 
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9 The Director Qeneral Supply or the Additional Director General (Ordnance Factoriea), 
aa the raee may be, will releaae any one called up under the National Service (European 
Bntiah Sohjecte) Act of 1940 without waiting for the concurrence of the Defence Department, 
who should however, be advised of all such releases. The existing procedure for the issue- 
of exit permits in such cases will continue 

hcreb '^an" Memorandum No E-28 (603), dated the 15th August 1946 la 

P R. NAYAK, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of Indta^ 
To 

1 Director General, Munitions Production, Calcutta 

2 Director General, Supply, New Delhi, 
r upy for information to * 

1 Finance Department (Supply) New Delhi 

2 Defence Department, New Delhi 

3 War Department, New Delhi 

I 4 Labrur Department, New Delhi. ^ 

5 Maslor General of the Ordnance In India, New Delhi 

6 Adjutant General in India, New Delhi 

7 E-lII Branch 

P B NAYAK, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 

Rethenohed Sikhs in Metal and Steel Obdnancs Faotobies 

+121. "‘Saidar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable Member .for Tndustriee 
and Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) the total number of each of the Foremen, Assistaift Foroinen and 
Charf^enien in the Laboratory Section of the Ordnance Factoiies Metal and 
Steel, stationed at Ainbemath, Katni, Cawnpore and Muradnagar respectively, 
as It stood on the Idth December, 1945, and how many of them were Hindus, 
Muhoiiimudans and Sikhs, and the number of Europeans and Anglo Indians; 

(b) the number and qualifications with total length of service of each of tho 
Sikhs who have been brought under reduction in t^ said grades of the Section 
of each of the Factories, 

(c) whether in retrenching these men, the instructions of the Industries and 
Supplies Department were strictly followed; if not, why not; 

(d) whether he is aware that, in spite of the fact that Sikhs are very much 
under represi^nted, they are being selected for retrenchment, and 

(e) whether he proposes to issue necessary mstructions for safeguarding their 
interests a so, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (n) The total number of Foremen, Assist¬ 
ant Foremen ond Chargemen in the Laboratory Sections of the Factories in. 
question on 15th Lecember 1945, community-wise, are shown below: 

Metal and Steel Faotoiy Foreman 

Aosietant Foreman I Hindu 
Cbargemen 3 Hindu 

Ordonae Factory, Ambemath • . Forenraa " 1 European 

Ordnance Faotory, Katni • . • . AasiBtant Fbremnn 1 Hindu 

Ordnanoe Faotory, dawnporo . . Assistant Fbreman I European 

„ Foreman 1 Hindu • 
Chaigeipan 1 Hindu 

Ordnanoe Faotory, Mbradnagar . . Foreiran 1 

Assistant Foreman 1 Sikh 

f Answer to this question laid on the table, thb questioner being absent 
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(b) One Sikh only has been discharged He is an M.Sc. in Organic Chemistry 
of the Punjab University and had six years’ service in the Ordnance Factories 

(c) In discharging him the instructions prescribed by the late Supply Depart¬ 
ment, a copy of ^\hlch has been jilaced on the table, were striotly followed 

(d) No, Sir. Two Sikhs only of the grades mentioned m the five factories 
have been released 

(e) Docs not arise 

CONSUliAB AND COMMEBCIAL AOENCIKS 

122. *Sci M. Ananthasayanam ^ryangai: Will the Secretary for External 
Affairs please stale* 

(a) tlie forei"!! coiiiitriep niiich h.i\e eoiiRiilar or i-oiiimercinl acreneies m 
India of any kind, 

(b) whether in those eouiitiies Jiidm is represented officially by any consular 
or trade or commercial lejirescntatives, and 

(cl whether Cloveriiment is coiisideimg the question of establishing such 
agencies in .ill countries which are rejiresentcd in India, and in other countries 
also where it may be possible to do so? 

Mr, H. Weightman: The question will be answered by the Horiouiable 
Member for Coinmorce 

Expan.sion ok OiviL Aviation 

128 *Mr. fiaaanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Secretary for Posts and Air be 
plea'»ed to state. 

(a) the number and loutcs of Civil An services in existence at the present 
day, and the period of their existence, 

(b) th(‘ number ul Hving clubs, and the nature of the service these clubs 
lender, 

(c) the nature of management (whether European or Indian) ot each of the 
SCI\ires and clubs referred to m (a) and (b) above, 

(d) whether Government have in contemplation expansion of lur service 
(Civil) in Ihe immediate future, if so, the nature of the proposed expansion, 
giving details of routes, composition of services and the approximate time for 
giving effect to such expansion, 

(e) whether Government have taken steps for the creation of an Air Tiaus- 
poit Licensing liotird, if so, the natuic and composition of vbe Doaid, the 
nature of lights with which they arc proposed to be clothed and the nature of 
duties with w'hich they are proposed to be entrusted, and 

(f) till' Government policy w'lth regard to postwar plannmg for Civil Avia¬ 
tion in file country? 

Sir OuruMth Bewoor: (,i) (h) and (c) I lay on the table a statement giving 
the information asked for 

(d) Yes The attention of the Honourable Member is mvited to the jdans 
for the post-war development of Civil Aviation, copies of which have been placed 
in the liibrnrv of the Legislature 

(e) The composition and funetioiis of the Air Transport Licensing Hoard are 
defined in the rules for the licensing of air transport services, which have been 
pvbiishocl Ul the Gazette of India, of the 26th January, 1946, under the Posts 
and Air Department Notification No ll-M(A)/l-46, dated the 23rd January 
1940 The Government of India are taking action to constitute the Licensing 
Board shortly 

(f) I would refer the Honourable Member to my reply to part (d) of this 
question. 
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\a) The number and loutes of civil air services at piesent in existence, and the period of 
thoir existing . 

T /ndtan Atr Services : 

{\) Tata Atr fanes — 

Present 


Routes operated 

Frequenoy 

When started 

1. ICarachi Ahmedabad-Bombay- Hyderabad. 
Madras Colombo 

Daily 

15-10-33 

2. Bombay-Ahmodabad-Delhi 

Daily 

16-4-45 

(B) Indiaii Natioiud An ways — 



Routes operated 

Piesent 

Frequanoy 

When started 

1 Dolhi-Cawnpore-Allahabad-Calout ba 

Daily 

27-0-40 

2. Delhi-Jodhpur-Karoohi 

Da4y 

21-1-43 

3. Delhi-Lahore-Chaklala-Peshnwar . 

3 Weekly 

10-8-43 

II. Foreign Air Service 



( \) China National liialion Corporation — 



1 Oalcnitta-Bhamo-Kiinming-Chungking 

(no regular 
schedule) 

22-12-45 


Noir—T ills c-ouipaiiy siaitrd operations m India in December 1941 with a twice weekly 
seiMco between (^altulta and laisiiio Dmuig moat part of the war with Japan, the services 
iveic operated on the routu Calcutta-Dinjan-Kunming-Chungking The operations ars 

condiuted undei a special agreement for the war 

Dnttsh Onr^ean Airways ('orparatwn — 

"Svndcrland ’ Flying lioats 

1 Poole (Kiiglaiid) Kaiachi-Cakutta (5 wiiekl>) 

2 Poole (England) Kaiuthi-ralcntta-Raiigoon Singapou* (3 weekly) 

"O'* Class Flying lioats 

3 Durban ('aiio-Kai.K)ii-R.ij Samaml-diialior Allahahad-Calcutta (2 weekly) 

4 Cairo-Karaclii-Baj Samnnd Gwalioi-Allahabad Calcutta (2 weekly) 

"York" Landplanes 

5 Hum (England) Caiio-Baara-Karachi-Delhi ralcntta (2 weekh) 

"foekheed Lodestar" landplanei, 

6 Cairo-Aden-Jiwaiii-Karadn (L weekly) 

"Laneasirian" landplanes. 

7 Hum (Eng]and)-Lydda-Kainclii Colombo Leaimoiith-Sydiiey (3 weekly) 

Note— The England-Indi.i route was opened in 1929, the ssivices were extended to 
Calcutta in July 1933, to Rangoon in October of the same year, and to Singapore on 18lh 
December 1933 A year later the services were extended to Aiibtralin Since tho beginning 
of the wai, tho loutes and frequencies of set vices have been subject to frequent change 
(b) Nuinbir if Flying Clubs 

Aifne Clubs--Fwa Karachi Ano Club, Bihai, Bonibaj, Madias and \oithein India 
Flying Clubs 

Clubs whose artivUies aerr suspended owing to the irar and are proposed to be revmd 
soo/i—Thieo United Proiinccs, Delhi and Bengal Flying Clubs (There are also tiro Clubs 
in Indian States, namely Jodhpur and Hyderabad) 

Nature of the servxee rendered—The active fljuig clubs are employed in flying for tho 
Indian Air Training Corps, to give air experience to members 

The normal purpose of flying clubs is to provide facilities for the public to leam ^nd 
practise the art of flying 

(c) the nature of management (whether European or Indian) of each of the services and 
clnbs referred to in (a) and (b). 

A. Management of Air Companies, 

1. Tata Air Lines : Tata Air Lines is a department of Tata Sons Umited—an rti.lUtK 
Company. 
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2 Indian National Airways —The company u an Indian Company with a Board 

•ot Diiectora appointed by the shareholders The managing agents are Govan Brothers 
l.iinited—an Indian Company. 

3 China National Aviation Corporation—The Corporation is a Chinere concern. 

4 llritish Overseas Airways Corporation —^The Corporation is a public utility Corporation 
constituted by an Act of Parliament and managed by a Board appointed by His Majesty's 
^Government in the United Kingdom 

B Manayemenl of Flying Clubs 

The hlying Clubs (uxcept the Northern India Flying Club) are legistered as limited 
liability companies Membership is open to Indians and Europeans. The management of 
the rlubs is vested in Managing Committees elected bv the members; tlie Government of 
India appoint two members on the Committee of each flying club in Biitish India 

Mr. Sassnkft Sekhar Sanysls Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
statu whether Government will place before this House the proposed composition 
of the Licensing Board? 

Sir ^ttxunath Bewoor: 8ir, according to the provisions of the Indian Aircraft 
Act, these Buies will be placed on the table of the House very shortly. • 

Mr. Ahmed EtaraUm Haroon Jafler: Is there any possibility of ameiidmg the 
Buies so that the Central Legislature might be associated with this Licensing 
Board by having at least one of its Members on it? 

Sir Ouruiuith Bewoor: I think the Buies provide for this, it is open to the 
House to make suggestions which will bo considered. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member bo pleased to 
state whether^any applications are pending with the Government asking for 
opening of different lines all over the country? 

Sir Ourunath'Bewoor: I would require notice of that question, but in any 
case it Will bo for the Licensing Boa^ to decide whether a licence would be 
given or not 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
siuto whether the Government received an appl.cation from Airways Linitcd 
in which they asked for permission to open a route from Calcutta to Dacca and 
Sylhot? 

Sir Quiunath Bewoor: I shall require notice of that question. 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon JallSr: With regard to part (d), is it not a 
fact that there is an application pending from a Muslim Company, and as there 
are no Muslim Companies will it be considered favourably and a licence given 
to them 7 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: As 1 have already stated, this will be for the Liceusuig 
Board to decide At present there is no provision for giving any licence to any 
Air Transport Company. 

Ebr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
consider the desirability of issuing a press communiqud giving a precis of Gov¬ 
ernment's policy with regard to this matter? 

Sir Onnuiath Bewoor: A press communiqud was issued on the 24th of May 
1045, giving a clear statement of the policy of the Government of India with 
regard to the development of air transport services. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: My question was different In view of the 
fact that the matter under question is an entirely new thing and public is not 
very much used to these things, will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
consider the desirability of issuing a further communiqu6 in which the points 
raised by these questions and the answers made thereto will be set forth? 

Sir Gnnmafh B<woor: I take it the questions and answers in this Tlruso 
will bo published in the newspapers and that will give the necessary publicity 

Mr. Preaidant: Next question. 
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STAKKED QLEbllUNS AND ANSWERS 
llEPUBLICATlON OF NATIONAL CONORESS OF LAHOBB 

124. *Staii Sri Pnkasa (on bohalf of Srijut Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Ohou- 
rihury) Will the Honourable Mo^nbci foi Industries and Supplies please state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that during the last two years sanction has been 
gi-anted by the Government of India for the publication of new daily and weekly 
papers in India and that quota of paper has also been allotted to those papers, 
and 

(b) the reason why the weekly Uidu National Congress of Lahore has not 
been granted permission to restart publication, in spite of the fact that it was 
already getting a regular quota of paper up to the date when its publication was 
suspended on the 9th Migust, 1942 vide the Government of India's letter, 
dated the 5th February, 1943 saying that they linve no objection to its rc- 
pubheation under the Paper Continl Orders 

The Honourable Mr.' A. A. Waugh: (a) Yes, Sii 
• (h) The letter of the 6th Fobiuary 1943, loferied to was issued by the Paper 

Produetton Commissioner who ineielv replied, to an'enquiry from the manage¬ 
ment of the Naitonal Oonqre^s, that, in the eircuinstnnL.es explained by them, 
then' no objoetioii to the resinnplion of puhlieation This was with rofer- 
enec to the supply po^sition of paper .is it tlioii stooil The newspaper did not 
then start piihhcation and came up again for jierinission m 1944 As the supply 
posit'on had deteriorutod incnnwhilo, poimission was refused. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: llid they not take any polilic.'il consideration into account 
•when they were refusing permission to this pajier? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: No Sir, not as far as I am aware 

Hr. Saaaaka Sekhar Sanyal: Is the Honourable Member aware that in res¬ 
pect of The Bengali Harijon an application had been made to the Department 
asking for a quota of jiapei, but that the matter has been held up although for 
the English and Giijiati publientioiis quota has been olitained? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: Sir, I am afraid T must ask for notice 
of this question 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: With i(*teioncc to Honourable Member’s reply to part (a) 
of the question, may I know if Go\einmciit have any definite policy in the matter 
of granting or not granting permission? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: One object is to consider and provide 
some arrangements foi pub1icit,\ to various schools of thought which would 
otherwise get none whatever 

Shn Sri Prakaaa: May we take it that the Government have no political 
considerations in the matter? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: Certainly 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: With reference to Honourable Member’s reply to part (b) of 
the question, may I ask whether the present condition of newsprint position in 
India permits of giving iiermission to this paper to restait? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: T am afraid not. Sir, at present 

Bbstrictions on Newsprint Quota. 

126. *Seth Oovlud Das: (a) Wdl the llonournblc Meifiber for Industries 
and Supplies be pleased to state by which date or time the restnetions on 
newsprint quota will be removed? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that some of the leading 
Indian language daily newspapers of high standing and huge circulation hate 
been given a quota far Ic than their actual need, and that a representation 
was made on their behnii bv the 'All India Journalist Association’? 

(cl What steps, if niiy have been or are being taken to meet their j‘ust 
demands? 
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The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (») Restrictions on newspnnt quotas will 
be vtMno\ed as s,ooii as the sui>ply position of newsprint sufficiently improves to 
just if \ such u step 

(b) Newspnnt quotas tm newspapers were fixed on the basis of the figures of 
the .Kluiil eonsumiitiou in the basic period, July-Deceinbcr 1942, which period 
was scleeted in coiisullation with the lepiesentatives of newspaper interests 
i)uc to tile scurcitj of newsprint, ihcsi quotas were less than the actual needs 
of .ill newspapers In August 1945, the All India Hindi Journalists Association 
.lddle^sed fio\eminent expicssing the hope that supplies of newsprint would 
heioino i-asiei .iiid enable Oo\erninent to lift the control Unfortunately that 
hope has not inalerinlised xet t.to\ eminent arc malting every effort to get 
ineieascd supplies of newspnnt from Canada as well as the Scandinavian 
(r)nnlties this year 

(() Hepiesentatinns receiied from individual newspapers have been considered 
and if it IS found that the selection of the basic period has resulted in a definite 
linrdship to any particular newspaper, its quota has been increased on the merits , 
of the ease 


(b) Written Answers 

'J’n I-eiiiMK'i News skiivick fou Ci-ntral Phomnciis axu Bervii 

126. *S<th Govind Das: (a) Will the Secretary for Posts and Air be pleased 
to state whether he is aware of the fact that necessity for efficient news service 
through tele-pnntcr is keenly felt in the Central Provinces and Berar and its 
absence is a great handicap m the Province? 

(b) Is he aware that tele-pnntcr lines pass through the town of Nagpur and 
Jubbnlporo in the said Province? 

(c) Does the TTonournble Member, propose to take steps to introduce tele* 
printer service between both these towns and, if there be any technological and 
mechanical alterations and changes necessary to lake steps to get these made? 

Sir Ourunatb Bflwoor: (n) Government are not aware of any general demand 
of this eliiir.ieter from C P J Berai. hut an application has been received from 
a new's ngenev and there have been informal enquiries recently from another 
ooiirec 

(h) Yes, but tlie towns of Nagpur and Jubbulpore are not served by those 
lines 

(e) Govcimnent will make overy endeavour to meet any firm demands which 
nie leeeived, havinp regaid to the facilities available from time to time. 

Telei'Hokk Sebmce for Seom 

127. *SeWi &oviud Das: Will the Secietaiy foi Posts and Air be pleased 
to state v\1.ether e feu-phono Ime is being const! acted from Nagpur to JubWpore 
through S' on to n nnec*^ these two towns directly and by the shortest distance? 
If so, will tli s line he .usnlablo for being tapped at Reoni for connecting the 
Seoni town with .le n *1 of the country bv giving the trunk telephone facilities 
there’ If so, w’lit •in.nigeinents are being made to t'^at effect and will a local 
telephone system nf instilled at Seoni? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: V telephone earner line is being eonstiutted between 
Nagpur and Jubbn pore via Seom The work is. likelv to be completed m May 
1046 ^ 

One of the t'enk circuits on this luie will be tupped to open a Public Cull 
Office at Seoni to five trunk telephone facilities theie The Public Call Office 
will provide for four - xtensions one of which will bo utilised to meet a definite 
demand from the Local Government and the other three will be available to 
meet any other p’-ivate subscriber’s demands if requi.*od. 

There has been no public demand for a telephone exchange at Seoni. 
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STARRED QUESTTOKS AND ANSWERS 

Automatto Telephone Exchtanoe for Jubbtjlpore 

128. *SeUi Oovlnd Das: (a) Will tlie Seereinry for Posts and Air be pleased 
to state whether ho is aware of the groat inconvenience being felt by the 
residents of the Jubbulpore tOE’ii, in general and the telephone subscribers, hi 
particular, due to the absence of automatic connecting system of the telephone? 

(b) Does the Honourable Member piopose to institute an automatic connec¬ 
tion system? If so, by what time? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: (u) Government .ire not aware of any special incon¬ 
venience felt by the telephone subscribers due to tlio absence of an automatic 
RFstem at .Tnbbulpore • 

(b) There is no proposal at present to convert the manual system at Jubbul¬ 
pore to an automatic system 

Post-War Policy re 1 aland Steam Vessels 
• 129. •Mr. K. O. Neogy: (u) Will the Tlonoiirnb'e 4110 Ilailwav Member be 
pleased to refer to the debate that to'\ pl.ici n* thf ‘JSrd February, 1945, on R 
cut motion, which was earned by th»' Legisl.itivo \!>snnbly relating to the post¬ 
war policy regarding ownership* and p'an igemcnt A steam vessels plying in 
inland walois that either link up Bailway svatoms or compete wnth them, and 
make a statem.'iit indicating what progress has been n'ade m the determination 
of policy m this connection? 

(b) When was (his que-stion taken up with the Provinoes as promised by the 
Honourable Member, and with what result? 

(c) Has the matter been considered by the Post-war Transport Policy Com¬ 
mittee as also by I he Transpoit Advisory CounciP Tf so, wufch what result’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a) and th) the House is awaro, 
Jiileiid w.iieiWiiM:, jul trnflic on them is n Provincial subject, and it was therefore 
iieeesh.iu to consult the Provincial GoAoiiimenls concomod in this matter. 
Soon after the cut motion, to winch the Honourable Member refers, was o.irned, 
two ledinieal ONperls were called on to make an enquiry into the history of rail- 
nvor conipclilion in North East India and their notes, w’hich were received 
tow'niils llie end of Julv 1945, have formed the Instoiical background for a con¬ 
sideration of tins subject A rnernornnduiii setting out the major issues, as they 
appeared to the Government of India, w’as sent to the Government of Bengal in 
December and afterwards to the Governments of Bihar and AsRam A reply has 
hem reeei\ed from the Government of Bcng.nl 

(e) The matter has not vet been considered by the Pobey Committee on 
TransjioiJ II will be jd iced before the committee after replies have been 
receive,! from all tbe tliroe Provincial Governments concerned Whether it will 
lie n(ee-«,irv to pl.ico tin' mnttei before the Transport Advisory Council wdll 
dejiend upon the \iews of the Provincial Governments 

Breach on Darjeeling Himalyan Rajlw^ay Line 

13(K •Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member be 
pleased to make a statement regarding the breach that occurred m the Siligurl- 
Gielle Khola Section of the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway during the last rainy 
season and indicate the time that may be taken for a complete restoration of 
service on that line? , 

(b) Have complaints been received bv the Railway authorities regarding the 
delay in the restoration of the Ime, and failure to provide adequate interim 
transhipment fRoilities for the benefit of traffic? If so, what action has beeif 
taken on such complaints? 

(c) Is it a fact that considerable traffic in Tibetan wool and other heavy 
goods traffic depend on this line, and that the connected trade has been suffering 
on account of the delay in the restoration of the train service and'failure to 
provide adequate interim transhipment facilities? 
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The HonouiaUe Sir Edward Benthall: (a) On the 3rd August 1945, the 
railway track at the I6th mile on the Teesta Valley Extension was breached 
owing to a landslip Government are advised that everything possible has been 
and IS being done to move essontial traffic and to repair the breach It is 
expected that through ruiiiiiiig will be resumed by the middle of this month. 

(b) Yes, eoiriplamts hsue been rc'ceived and the Railway Administration and 
the Managing Agents were urged to provide all possible transhipment facilities 
till the breach is repaired 

(c) There is considerable tr.iffic in Tibetan wool and other heavy goods which 
depends on this line for movement The railway authorities have made every 
effort to tranship essential iruffie withm the resourefcs of road vehicles available 
to them, and the limitations of the new emeigency road built to replace the 
road carried away by the landsl p As soon ns th s new road was fit to take 
jeeps, transhipment started to the extent of about 2,200 mds per diem The 
amount transhipped now averages 5,400 mds per dicm The traffic transhipped 
consists of foodstuffs, perishables (including oranges) and about 100 bales o* 
wool 


ACQUIBIXO of rOMPA>Y-OWNED RAILWAYS 

131. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Railw'ny Member be 
pleased to state the intentions of Government m regard to the exercise of option 
of acquiring each of the twelve railway lines still owned by Companies, mentioned 
in reply to starred question No 896 of the 12th March, 1945, where the option 
lies w’ltli the Govcmnioiit’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: Government do not intend to exercise 
the first option, of purchasing the railway lines Nos 8, 10 and 17 mentioned in 
reply to Starred Question No 896 of the 12th March 1945 

The case of railwov hne No 3 is under consideration 

The question of purchasing the others, being premature, will be considered in 
'uo course 

Whrbbabouts of Raja Mahbndra Pbataf 

132. *81111 Mohan Lai Salnena: (a) Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to 
state whether the Government of India made any enquiries about the w'herc- 
abouts of Raja Mahendra Pratap? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Rajn had become a pacifist and that prior 
to the outbreak of the second world war he had been carrying on an intensive 
campaign to stop all wars? 

(c) Do Government propose to enquire from the American authorities in 
Japan the nature of charges, if anv, against Raja Mahendra Pratap, and whether 
he IS going to he tried for them? 

(d) Have Government any information about his health? If so, what? 

Mr. H. Weightman: (a) No, Sir 

The answer to ports (b), (c) and (d) is also in the negative 
Stbabdbd Iediabs outsidb Bbitish Emfibb 

133. *Shil Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Foreign Secretary please state the 
number of Indians stranded in different countries outside British Empire, 
how long it would^ take to repatriate them? 

Mf. H. Waigft to a n ; The approximate numbers of Indians who are known to 
have been in various enemy-held foreign territories during the war are ai 
follows* 

t (i) Japim 

(ii) Occupied Chins • 

(in) Philippines . 

(iv) Netherlands East Indies 

(v) 8iam .... 

<vi) French Lido<!hina 


100 

2,800—3,000 
800 - 000 
2,000 
60.000 
2.000 
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No precise figures are available as to the number of Indians m Europe and 
foreign territories in Afiica but the number is known to be small. Few of these 
persons can be said to be 'stranded*, since the Indian communities had generally 
settled or resided for many years in those territorieSi continued to carry on their 
normal business during the war and the great majority have expressed no 
desire to return imniediately to India 

On the other hand Indian labourers who had been forcibly removed from 
Malaya to Siam by the Japanese and of whom roughly 17,000 have been re¬ 
covered, are anxious to return to Malava They are already brfng assisted to 
return to Malaya at the approximate rate of 4,800 a month 

2 The repatriation of Indians from overseas has already begun, 1,159 Indians 
having been repatriated from China, mainly from Shanghai where conditions 
were acute, and smaller numbers from the Philiyipines, Japan and Java Steps 
are being taken to expedite the repatriation of those Indians who wish to return 
to this country from Siamj French Indo-China and other territories in the Far 
fiast, as well as from Europe and Africa, but it is impossible to say how soon 
this will be comjileted because that will depend on the availability of shipping 

Ora^t or Import and Export Licrnces in Ajmkr-Mbrw aba 

134. *Fandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhu^ava: (a) Is the Honourable Member for 
Industr'os and Supplies aware that there has been a regular practice in the Con¬ 
trol and Supplies Department, Ajmer-Morwara to grant import and export 
licences to such persons only, \ilio will agree to pay huge amounts in the so-called 
Charity Funds irrespective of their antecedents in business? If so,* do Govern¬ 
ment regard this practice just and fair? 

(b) Will Government disclose as to how much amount has been collected 
from the public in this manner and how docs it contemplate to utilise this 
amount? 

(o) Will Government take the representatives of the public into confidence 
before finally deciding as to how and m what manner this amount is to be spenl ? 

Tfte Honourable Mr. A. A. Wau^: The question relates to the Food 
Department, and will be answered by the Secretary, Food Department 


UNSTAHKBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS 
Nepusal op Import Licenoks fob Gunmetal 

19. Mr, Hanu Subedar: (a) Is the Honourable Industries and Supplies 
Member aware that licenses for importing gunmetal from the United Kingdom 
are being refused in this country and that Government offers to supply 
gunmetal from their surplus stocks at a price which is about 154 per cent 
higher than the price ruling ui the Umted Kingdom as a result of which Indian 
manufacturers using gunmetal are prevented from competing successfully 
against imported articles? 

(b) What steps do Government intend taking for permitting the Ind ian users 
of gunmetal to get their raw matenal at a price commensurate with the price 
of the metal ruling in foreign countries? 

(o) What 18 Government’s general policy for making aijgilable to the 
Indian manufacturers industrial raw materials lying surplus wiQi Govemmeni 
at prices commensurate with prices ruling in &e foreign mar^t and parti¬ 
cularly in the United Kingdom? 

The ECononrsble Hr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Licences for import of Gunmetal < 
from the U.K. are not issued because there is a ban on exp(»4 of this class of 
material from that country. The difference in price between the indigenous 
and impend material is due to the higher price of virgin metals and the scarcity 
of scrap in India. 

(b) Every effort has been and is being made to import Gunmetal from the 
U.K and other countries, but for all metals containing tin situation is not 
likely to improve until the world tin situation is eased. 
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(c) The general policy adopted lu the lixaliou of prices of Government 
surpluses is to link them up where possible with the ru'ing prices of such 
materials m the Indian market, which m the case of controlled items, may be 
equal to or lower than the controlled prices Fore'gn market prices are one 
of the factors delciniinmg the level of current market prices 

CiuEv A^cES oi! B. B. & 0.1 Railway (ULltek Gauge) Staff 

20. Pandit Mukut Bihan Lai Bhirgava: (a) Hus the attention ot the 
ilo'ioui.ible Member for Railways been diawii to the editorial iirtiele ajipearing 
in the ‘‘Ihijput Hero” of Ajmei dated Ist l>cf‘ember, 19J5 pointing ont the 
giiciunccs of the stall of the B , B AC I Ihnlw'a., Metre Gauge? Is it a 
fact that the allegations made therein about favouiiLisin and suppression of 
ajipouls to higher uuthoritius are true? 

(b) Is it .1 fa( t that the Manager, 13 , B AC I Railway, has failed to 
take btejis to invest ig.ilc^ into and redress the aforesaid conditions’ 

(c) l)o (io\erniiioiit consider it desirable to take up the question now’ 

Tne Honourable Sir Edward Benthail: (a) and (b) 1 have seen the 

article icfcrred to in pint (a) nl the question and consider that tlie complaints 
and allegation^ made Iheroin a*e of too vague and geneial a nature to warrant 
an\ special enqiiirv 

(e) The reply is in the negative 

♦ PmsoNS UM>EU I'REVENTIVE Beti'HON 

21. Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Foteign Sccietary be p'eased to lay 
a vtuleniciit on' the table of the House giving the names of persons who are 
undeigoing pre'cnlivi detenlion lor reasons .1 Slate connected with External 
Aftairs ■’ 

Mr. H. Weightman: B\ pieventivc detention the Ilonouruble Member 
prisuiiiuhlv means dcteuliou iii jui' The following ten persons are at present 
undeigiiiiig detention iiiid(*i lagulation ITl ol l‘M8 toi reasons ol State con- 
noclid with I’xloinii Att.uis 

1 Saidur (llnilum Miiiiad, s/o Surdar Ah Ahmad Jan 

2 S.irdar F.i-'iil Mimad, s/o Saidar Ali Ahmad Jan 

3 Saidar All Moliariiad, s'o Sard.ii Ah Ahmad Jan 

4 Sardar F.ilir Aliinnd, s'o Sardar All Almiad Jan 

5 Miis.smat Shah 13ano vvifo of Sardar Ali Ahmad Jan 
fi Miisaiiiat Shah Oul, wife of Sardar Ghulani Ahmad 

7 Ttliisamiit Mah Gul, wife of Sardar Olm’ain Ahiii.ul 

8 Alusainat M.ih Ciil, wife of Surdar Ah Mohamad 
0 Sardar Ahdnlla Jan, s/o Sardar Mohd Tshaii Khan 

10 Sardar Mohd Hasan Khan, s/o Sardar Mohd Tshaq Khan 

Political Pelsions in connection with Last W'^ar 

22. Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Foreign Secretary be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement giving 

(i) the names and addresses of persons, if any, w'ho are being paid political 
penMons for rendering serviees abroad m connection with the last war as well 
as the respective airioiinls so paid, and 

(ii) the names and addresses of persons deported from Afghanistan and at 
present detained in Tndm wntli the amount of allowance paid to them’ 

f Mr. H. Weightman: (i) The TTonourable Member presumably refers to the 
1914-18 War Tlic information asked for is not readily available and the time 
and labour involved m collecting it woidd be incommensurate with the value 
of the results. 

(ii) There are no persons deported from Afghanistan who are detained in 
India under the orders of the Government of India A number of Afghan 
re^goes are, however, detained in Indian jails A statement giving their 
names, places of detention and all^w'snoAci paid to them is app^nd^d 
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StaiMmi ihewing namea and piaeea of detention of Afghan refugee detained in Indian jaUe 
and the allou aneee paid to them. 


8. Ko. Name 


Address Allowanoe 


1 

Surdar Qhulam Ahmad • 

• Karwar sub-jad in "1 
Bombay. Presidency. 

1 

2 

Must. Shah Oul wife of (1) . 

do¬ 

^Rs. 300 p. m. 

3 

Must Mah Qul wife of (1) 

do J 

I 

4 

Sardar Fa/.al ■Vhm'ul • . 

do 

Rs 200 p m 

a 

Sftfdar All Moham’U'vil • 

do. 'I 

^^Re 230 p. m. 

6 

Must. Mah Oiil wifo of (5) 

do. J 

7 

Sardar Faqir Ahmad 

>!o 

Rs 100 p m 

8 

Must Shah Bano 

do 

Rs 100 p. n> 

9 

Sard ir AMull »h Jau 

• QiiottiDistt Jad '] 

They have been de¬ 
tained veiy re- 
> cently. No allow¬ 
ance yet sano- 

10 

Sardar Mohd Hassan . 

dj 

tioned. 


Accounts re Oorakhfub Labour in Coal Mines • 

23. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (h) VVi'I tho Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state whether all the expenditure incurred on account 
of the recruitment, and employment of»thc Gorakhpur labour in coal mines has 
been regularly audited and has been found by audit to be entirely in order? 
Up to which date have such accounts been audited? 

(b) What IS the name and designation of the Officer in charge of the Tjabour 
Force and what is the name of his Secretary? What are the emoluments to 
which they are respectively entitled, and what is the extent of the financial 
authority of the Officer-in-charge? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: The question Nos 28 and 24 will bo 
answered by the Honourable the Labour Member on the appropriate day. 

Expenditure on Gorakhpur Labour in Coal Mines 

f24. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state: 

(a) the amount so far spent on the Gorakhpur labour employed in coal 
mines, 

(b) the amount realised so far from the owmers of mines who employed the 
Gorakhpur labour; 

(p) the number of members of the Gorakhpur labour force employed in (i) 
Eailway-owned collieries, and (li) collieries owned by public companies and in¬ 
dividuals; and 

(d) the names of those mines where the Gorakhpur labour has been em¬ 
ployed? 

Discontinued jCsh Restored Passenqer Trains 

25. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleasgd 
to lay on the tab^e a statement indicating under different Railway 

(i) the number of passenger trains that were discontinued during the war, and 

(ii) the number of trains indicated above that may have been restored? 


tFor oniwer to this question, see answer to question No. 23 
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The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (i) Information regardmg the actual 
number of passenger trains discontinued during the War is not readily avail¬ 
able, and could not be compiled without the expendituie ot time and labour 
incommensurate with the results to be achieved Statistics niuintjineJ indi¬ 
cate, however, that upto November 1943, the train services reduced on Class I 
llailways uivolvcd a reduction of 68,911 train miles per day on the B, G lines 
and 41,993 on the metre gauge lines, making a tota’ of 110,904 train miles per 
day, equivalent to an overall reduction of 37 per cent on the corresponding 
pre-war daily train milage 

(ii) Up to the 1st January, 1946, Class I Railways had re-mtroduced or 
extended a tot.il of 633 tram services representing an additional daily train 
milage of 38,107 on both Broad and Metre gauge Similar figures for Class II 
Rai'wayb are 32 trams involving the addition of 1,210 tram miles per day 

Discontinued and Restored Railway Lines 
26. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing under different Railways 

(i) the sections of the .Railway lines that had been removed during the war,* 

and 

(ii) which of the above sections have since been restored, or are proposed to 
be restored in the near future, and the programme adopted for the gradual 
restoration of such lines’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: A statement showing the information 
required is laid on the table of the House None of the d smantlcd lines have 
yet been restored, but certain sections have been se’eoted for "prior ty” in 
restoration and they are marked accordmgly, 

statement 

EaUway linea diamarUled during ihe war. 

Whether restored Programme for 

Seotiona of railway lines or proposed to be gradual Remarks 

restored m restoration 
near futuro 

E. I. Badway 

1. Dahnau—^Daiyapur • 

2. Akborpur —Tonda 

5. Bijnor -Chondpur Siau . • 

4. 'Utraitia--Sultanpui^—Zofrabad 
6 Unao—liladhoganj —Balance • 

6. Auhadpur—Modhoganj . 

7. Bhogalpur—^lAandarHilI 

8. Tmpahar~Rajmahal 

9. Borabanki'—Burhwal (third lino) 

10. Burhwal Bahramghat . 

B.A RatlvBoy 

11. Amnura- CSiapai Nawabganj . 

12. Moranhat—Khowanj 

13. Habgonj—Shaistagouj . 

14. Cinnoirara—Titabar 

15. Oosaigam—Kakilamukh Ohat 

M. dr 8. M. Railway. 

14. Cocanoda—Kotipalle 


No 

No 

. Proposed to be Priority 

restored, 
do. 

• do. Priority 

No 
No. 

No. 

No 

No. 

. Proposed to be Priority 

restored. 

. do 

do Pr.onty 

No. 

No 

No. 
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Whether restored 

Programme for 

Remarka 

Sections of Rs’lway lines 

or proposod to bo 

gradual 

rMtored in 
near future 

restoration 



S. I. 




17. Shotonur—Nilambur 

No. 



18. Modura -Bodinayakanur 

No. 



10. Monppur —Hosur 

No 



80. Tinipattur -Krslinagiri 

No 



0 I. P.Rmltay ^ 




21. Cnwnporo -Khairadn 

Propoaed to be Priority 


22. Darwha —Pnsad 

No. 



B. N. Ratluay 




2^ Bobbih-Salur 

Pioposed to be 



restored 



24. Raipur Forest Tramway 

No 


Belonged to tha 



Govt, of 0. P 

B. B. tb G 1. RaHwaj. 




26. Vasad—Eathana 

Propoaed to be 


Either B. G. or 


restored 


N O 

N. W RaUway 




26. Lyallpur - Jaranwala 

No. 



27. Fort Abbas ^Kut-oMmara 

Under cons'dera- 


Belpnged to the 


tton. 


Bahawalnagar 

State. 

28 Rohtak—Qohana—Pampat 

No. 



20. Mahmudkot— Ohacighat 

* Under eonsidera* 



tion 



80. Nagrota—Jaginder Nagar 

. Propose^ to be 



31. Frou mile 80 (near Zardalu) 

No 



to Bostan. 





Closed and Reopened Railway Stations 


27. Hr. K. O. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement indicating under different Railways 

(ij the stations that were closed during the war, and 

(ii) which of them have since been opened or are proposed to be opened in 
the near future’ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: L have called for the information 
from the principal railways, on receipt of which I shall lay a statement on the 
Table 

Unut Passenger Coaohbs on Bengal and Assam Railway (Metre Gauge) 

28. Mr. K. O. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Railway Member be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement in respect of the metre gauge section of the 
Bengal Assam Railwayi showing the total number of passenger train services 
that were run during the mouths of October, November and December, 194S, 
separately, and indicating such of the said passenger trains as were not equipped 
with lighting arrangements in the passenger coaches during each of the said 
months? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: l am afraid it is not possib’e to * 
answer the question m the form in which it has been put as no numenced 
record of lights m individual passenger coaches on each of the passenger trains 
services is maintained. The B A. Railway M G section runs a total of over 
4,000 passenger tram services of all types per month and though all passenger 
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coaches are equipped with lighting urraiigenients, there was and still is an 
acute shortage of bulbs The actual supply and titiiieiit of these bulb<4 m 
passenger coaches must vary fiuiii day to day 

2 For the Honourable Member’s information however I give below a 
Bumiuary ot the situation, ns it exists, the mam causes of the unsatistaetory 
lighting arrangements and the prospects of improveiiieiits in the future 
Buring the last two jears the veiy high incidence of theft, especially on the 
B A Hallway, and a vei) dilhcult supp'y situation have ni»le it impossible 
to maintain a satisfautoiy staiidaid of lighting ill trains In peace time the 
B A Ra Iway M. G section normally replaced approximately 1,000 
lamps per year against every 1,000 or'ginally lilted The B A Ra Iway have 
estimated that the replacement of lamps attributable to thefts alone has 
amounted to 12 times that iiumher Ellorts lo restore normal lighting have 
mcluded measures such as running of escorts and the installation of anti-theft 
fittings Protection cages are be ng titled as qu ckly us possible 

3 The Railway Bofird made arrangements to import by air 10,000 bulbs 
in the middle of lOd/i especially for the B A Railway The leiimrcmuiits fjjr 
the tiniiiicial year, howovei, have not yet been met in full 

4 The general s'tuation is now showing signs of impiovement as there has 
been an increase in indigenous production and also in supplies from the U ‘K 
and USA We hope to obtam 4 l.ikhs of lamps from .ndigcnous source*; during 
1946 

Prouuction Ubss on Coal Despatches 

29. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and Sup¬ 
plies be pleased to state 

(a) the (otal amount of pr duction cess on coal despatches realised up-to date, 

(b) how lopg the coss is pro{)Oscd to he levied, 

(c) the dilTuiciit li(>.ids under which ex[ienditure is undertaken out of the 
cess fund, 

(d) the total amount spent so far under the siiid heads, and 

(e) whether the representatives of the trade have any voice in controlling the 
administration of the cess fund? 

The Honourable Mr. A. A. Waugh: (a) Total receipts as booked in the 
accounts up to the end ot December were Rs 233 lakhs Figures of 

receipts afti'r that date are not yet available 

(b) It IS intended to levy the cess so long as the need for special measures 
to improve the production, marketing and distribution of coal continues The 
posit'on IS kept under constant review 

(c) The 111.1111 heads undei which expenditure is incurred out of the F’uiid 
are bonuses to co'liery owners on increased production, deficits on schemes for 
the iirovision of colliery labour and the additional administration charges 
relating to the (Joal Commissioner’s organisation, incurred subsequent to 31st 
March 1944 

(d) Total expenditure as booked in the accounts up to the end of December 
194.^ w’aa Rs 1.38 lakhs Deficits on schemes for the provision of colliery 
labour from April lo December 1945 are not included in this figure as expendi¬ 
ture under this head is adjusted at the end of the financial year 

(e) WhiV the fund is administered by flovernment, the views of the trade 
and of the other interests icpresentcd on the Coal Control Board are consi¬ 
dered and taken into account 

‘ SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Rrfixino Boundaries of Bengal, Bihar \nd Assam 

Sliil Satya Narayan Sinha: (a) Hos the attention of the Honourable the 

10 Vrt Leader of the House been drawn to the news item published in 
the HinduHan Standard of the 29th January, 1946, to the effect 
that the recent visits of the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief to the 
Eastern Frontiers of Assam were connected with the creation of an Eastern 
Frontier Province which will also affect Bengal, that this plan will involve 
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partition of Bengal, S^lhet, Cachar and a'so that the eastern part of Bengal 
will form a Muslim majority Province under the name of East Bengal^ 

(b) Is it a fact that some parts of Bihar will be added to west Bengal to 
form a Hindu majority Province? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Assam valley p’a>nb with some port ons of North 
Bengal wil’ make Assam Province and that Darjeeling Jnl I’aigiiri and Siligiiri 
will form a separate territorv'-* 

(d) Id it 0 fact that Times of Assam is strongly opposing the proposed 
schenio 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: (a), (b), (c) and (d) The report 
rcfciied to by the Hoiioyrable Member, which 1 have not howcvei seen, is 
purely imaginary Government have no such proposals under consideration. 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Thank you. 

PniiCiiASK OF Tkmporaiiv BcicDiNas ay Government of India 
, Sri B. Venhataeubba Reddiar: Wid the Honourable the Labour Member 
be p'eaacd to state * 

(a) it his attention has been drawn to the at tide under the heading “Stop 
the Ciout" 111 the last column of the 1st page ot the Hindustan Times, dated 
the 4th Fchru.iry, 1946, 

(h) if the answer to part (a) is m the affiruiativo, whether it is a fact that 
His Majesty s Government is pressing the Government of India to purchase 
the two buildings nientioiicd iii the aiticle, if so, whether the Government of 
India has taken a decision regarding that, 

(c) the value of the buildings at present, 

(d) tlie cost of the buildings to His Majesty’s Government, 

(e) the price at which these buildings are offered, and 

(f) if the two buildings hove only to be pulled down and are not fit for any 
use*’ 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) Yes 

(b) No the Governiiient of India themse’ves have decided to purchase the 
buildings for housing their officers The terms of purchase arc now under 
consideration 

(c) No firm figure can be given as the csliiiiates of the present value of 
the buildings, which depend on ‘.eiornl factois, necessarily differ 

(d) Us 25,58,000 

(e) Bs 21,31,607 

(f) The buildings are being occupied by the staff of the Far Ea^toru Bureau 
as well as by the Government of India officers and it cannot be said that they 
are not fit for any use They are however temporary buildings and will be 
demolished when they are no longer required by Government 

Prof. N. O. Banga: For how many ^ears are they expected to last? 

Tbe Hcmourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: I do not know I suppose it might 
be estimated between 8 to 10 jears 

Mr, Sa a a nk a Seldiar Sanyal: Is it voluutarv purchase or forced? 

The HonouraUe Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Voluntary. Why foned? If Gov* 
eminent needs them they have to purchase them. 

Mr. Ksan Subedar: On what basis is the value fixed? Is it cost of depre¬ 
ciated value or knock down value? , 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: The value is not fixed The matter 
is under negotiation. 

Sri M. A na nth amtyanam Ayyangar: How many years of life from the 8 to 
10 years have already expired? 
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The SConounblE Dr. B. B, Ambedkar: They were constructed during the 
war and 1 do not kuo%N the exact date at the moineut. 

Sbri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the demand for the purchase of these build¬ 
ings come before the House? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Why? It is an administrative act 
Sti M. anMithftaayanan^ Ayyangax: If they were constructed at the begin¬ 
ning of the war and the life is 8 to 10 years and they are to exist throe yci^s 
more, why does the Honourable Member think it necossaij to spend lib 2 j 
laklib" 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: 1 have said the matter is under 
consideration No figure has been fixed ^ 

Mr. M. Asal All: 1 do not quite follow the Honourable Members last but 
one answer He said something about an admm'strative net which did no 
require the banetioa of tins House 

The Honourable Or. U. Axabadicar: I did not say that I said it was ^ 
an adniinistrutivc act for v^hich the House need not be consulted The money 
wi'l be piovided for in the Budget 

Mr. M, Asaf All: 1 want to know il the money is sanctioned 

The Honourable Or. B. B. Ambedkar: It will come up for sanction 

Mr. M. Asaf All: In what foim are you bringing it up^ 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: That is a matter for the Finance 
Member 

Mr. M. Aa^i All: I want him to answer it It is no use the Honourable 
Member taking up that high-handed attitude and saying it is an administra¬ 
tive act He haa got to answer us 
Mr. Sasanka SeMiar Sanyal: Answer 

(No answer Interruptions) 

Mr. PresideiLt: Order, order We will now take up the adjournment motions 


MOTIONS FOB ADJOUBNMENT 

Mr. Preddent: There is an adjoumnieni motion (No 96) m the name of 
Mr Frank B Anthony who wishes to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, 

"To censure the Oovernment for the action Uken by the Railway authontiea in direct¬ 
ing the compulsory re enrolment of Anglo-Indians in the Auxiliary Force ” 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony (Nominated Nxm-Official) As the matter IS now the 
subject of discussion between me and the authorities, I do not wish to move it 

(Interruptions ) 

Mr. Proddont: Order, order There is another motion to censure the Gov¬ 
ernment for directing the conipu’sory re-enrolment of Anglo-Indians in the . . 

Mr. Flrank R. Anthony: That is one and the same There is only one 
motion 

Mr. Preddent: 1 am sorry There is only one 
Dbliii Politbchmc Stbike 

Mr. President: The next adjournment motion (No 97) is in the name of 
Shn Satya Narayan Sinha in connection with the strike of 758 students of the 
Delhi Polytechnic The motion of the Honourable Sardar Mangal Singh has 
already been kept over So, at this stage, this falls through 

Adjournment motion No 86 in the name of Diwan Chaman Lall m the 
same connection also falls through 
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Reversions from the T A M C to the Indian Medical Ukptt. 

Mr, Fresident: There is another adjournment motion (No 98) m the 
name of Mr. Frank R Anthony who wishes to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, 

"To censure the Government for the action of the Mihtar. Medic^ autliontie^ 
regard to the Indian Medical Department in compelling them to revert fiom the I.A .J L 
with the intention of ultimately retrenching most of them *’ 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: T would like to iiear the Honourable Member 
concerned, 

P. Mason ((luvuiiiuiuni ut India Noiiiinalud Official) The old I M D 
has been held m ubeyaiicu* during the wnr and the members of it have been 
given the opportunity of taking eiriergcncy eornniissions cither in the J A1 S 
m which case they are seconded to the 1 A M G or direct into the £ A M C. 
In both cases tiiey weie told tliey would be given an opportunity at the end 
of the war ut being considered tor a regular commission, and if not fitted for 
lb itgiiliii cuiiiiiiiso on tlioN would oitbcM i('\ort to the, original status in the 
I M L> oi tlicy could accept the uoiniul leim-s offered to an eineigency corn- 
iiiission officer At present, however, the whole po-.itioii of the Medical 
Scrvioca ill the fiituie t^ uudei uuut>i(ii.i<iLioii It ib not clear at present 
whether there will he an IMG or an 1 M S in the permanent arrangements 
thac will oe made It is Iheicioiu iiiipossible ul present to offer them the 
chance which they were told ihoy w'ould have ot a regular commission But 
under the rc'ctihc icguliitions any ni.in when hi*! turn comes up for release has 
the oDpoiluiiitv of dofeiiiijg his release and can sign on for one or two years 
more it any of these men have not taken the choice of defernng their 
release, it has been assumed by the authorities that they do npt wish to he 
considered for a regular commission There is no’ possibility of forcing them 
to revert to the I M D because the I M D does not at present exist except 
in abeyance T do not therefore understand why any case of compulsion is 
supposed to have arisen But I have had discussions with the Honourable 
Member on this subject and 1 will call a meeting wnth him and the authori¬ 
ties concerned and try to cxpUuu his difficulties fully to him and T hope that 
in that case he will agree it is not a matter of urgent public importance 

Mr. Frank B. Antkony: There are two matters which I want clarified It 
is my information that members of the I M D of all communities have been 
told they must revert or accept release immediately There is implied com¬ 
pulsion in these terms with the result that men who have been served with 
these orders have reverted They have not been given the option of deferring 
If my Honourable friend will give me an assurance that every man has a 
right to defer his release 

Mr. P. Mason: Yes 

Mr. F^rank B. Anthony: Many of these men have been told that they must 
revert or be released Several of them have thus been compelled to revert 

The next point is that I have been given to understand that the men who 
have been compelled to revert will be ultimately retrenched Is that the policy 
of the Government? 

Mr. P. Masim: I certainly cannot give any assurance about the future of 
the I M D As I said, that is under consideration I can state that every 
officer, every individual whatever his category, has the opportunity of 
deferring his release and if any of them have not deferred their release, they, 
must have misunderstood the regulations 

Mr. Ftaok B. Anthony : Sir, under the oircumstances I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Prssldent: The Honourable Member does not press his motion 
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Rep\trutioji Facilities lo T\i>ivn T.\roi hhu^ n\ Sum-Bckma Railww 
Mr, President: The next adjournment motion (\n 00^ is by Soth I 
Bae regarding 

“The faduTc o{ . oiu L.iuiitut of India to t.iko neoeMarv >lep^ to look .ifti'r the 
veliaid and facilities for repatriation of thousands of Indian l.ibnnreis who were taken hy 
the dapaneso from Malaya and Burma to Siam to woik on Suim Burma death railway ’’ 
Wi'l the Honourable Member i>tate what. ’S the ui^enej m this inatlei'’ 


Seth Oovind Das ((Vntral Pioviuees Hindi Dimbioiis Noii-Miilminmadnn) 
Becaudv?, Sir, a mcbsnpre appeared in the Hindusian Times uf ycbterduy from 
Colombo Accordiii},' to tins meswige Mr Ano\ had been to these plaies and 
he ha's stati'd in a report to the (lovemmont of India that the conditions of 
Indians who are still tlieio is as bad as it Ivis been before Aliout 88,000 to 
one lalvh Indian liibouieib were lulveu iioin Bmina and Malaya to Siam ’nv 
the Ja)iaiU"«o .md out of those only Sri.OOt) are snivivinp and the condition of 

those y.'i OUO is VO bad that it is s.nil that in the camps at Bangkok and at 

Kaiichanpiiii, iibcre Indian workers were living arrangements were being made 
for nrovidmg medunl nijd food fneilidcs They wore clad almost m rags mil 
were bad'v in need of olothiiig, espeoiallv warm olothes In Tndo-Chma also 

the Indian ooinmunitv number .‘1,000, mostK residents of Saigon and ds 

siibnrl’s and w'ere anxious to return to India and proper facilities are not being 
given to them for returning Even after the cessation of hostilities and exon 
today, thoir condition according to Mr Aney, representative of (ioxernment of 
India in rolombo, is so serious that I want to censure the fiovcrnmonl, as 
nothing IS being done for their welfare They aie even today m need of 
clothes, in need of inedifine, m need of food and they want to roine back to 
India and pVoper facilities arc not being provided for* them Therefore T feel 
that the niattor is one of urgent public importance and the statement of Mr 
Aney is most recent it appeared on’y xesterdnv in the papers 

Mr. President: Mav T know from the ITonourable Member for Government 
what the position is’ 


Commonwealth Relations Department) 

nece ?nrv Xs T fee tr IZt iT Ooxeiniuout to toke the 

II nrv <,tops I feel, bir, that the very prei>a message which has insmred 
this motion and from uhuh the Honcmble Member has load out extracts 
e.rk ^^icli ho has ic.id out, establish my case that 

hboumirmr'fsf^^ "Ir^adv initiated measuics for the welfare of these Indian 
PrlTJ facilities for their n-patnation This mesangc puipoits to be .x 

wio was !^r.c" ^^Presenhitivo m Cey’on aiij 

noacp 1 I f ' ‘’‘“f/* a ^present the Ciovernment of India at the 

treaty ' r""’ f"i"ie<lintelv after the signing of the peace 

treaty .it Singapore, oiir Oovemment sent Mr Anev to pnv a special vs-t to 
hose areas in S.„m Mr Xnex has given us an idea of whatTe has seen 

of h. pndm^ 
a^idKancban^iri^hemR^^ 

E?SH-n "w: 

obt lining the Ir^in^^^fn t House will agree that witliniife 

ohfaining the ac u.il facts no arrangements cou’d be made for providing faci- 

Rnccluir of those Indian labourers Government sent Mr ^ Aney 

specially and his report has come to us That report is at present under the 
'artbpTc''’" f f^overnment and Government will take wich other action 
as thev consider necess.arv after reading the renort and in the light of Air 

nZlo ZT77u r"'" ^ been no failure 

Sloilk /’f fb® Goveniment of India in this matter The Honourable 
Member s allegation is not estnb’ished. Apart from that the press and the 
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public in thib country liuvc kiioun lor many mouths the fact that a large 
number of Indian labourers had been taken by the Japanese from Malaya and 
Siam for this railway 

Mr. PreBident: May I kao\. fiom Ihu iluuuutabiu Meiiiuer wiicUier aieps 
aie being taken lor their repatriation? 

Mr. K. N. Banerjee: Yes, Sir. Steps are being taken tor their repatria¬ 
tion a.id 1 iiuiy niuntioii that some of these iiidiun labourers have also 
tiokkcd back to Aluluya and as caiiy aa Deueiiibu 13th, I'Jio we issued a 
cjuiniuii C|Uu un tiie lupuiL of Air onettur, oui representative iii MaJnya and 
there ii'su we said that many of the ludians ucic .uixious to leturu to iiidia 
for rp‘l a’ul iccapci.ilion 'immediate return of very large numbers will not 
be feasible owing to the shortage of shipping The British Military Adminis¬ 
tration ha\t. aoifccu III i.iM action to facilitate their early return and non- 

oificiul eoiiimitlces ate also tieing set u{) at Saigon and Kanchanpun to advise 
regarding suitable priorities for their return Some of these labourers are 
«iacluded in this lot too ^ 

Mr , M. Aaaf Ah (Delhi Ociutal^ Air I'nsident, 1 fear the statement 
which the Jloiiourablc Mcmbci has made in the lli use is most unsatisfactory 
ID this respect liuie are 3e,()00 Indians suheriiig in that part of the world 
and the Honourable Member feels that it is quite enough that Air Chettur 
amt Air Auey should tuui and send a rcpoit to the Go\crument and that the 
Guverujiiciit should continue to read and examine the report while these 
people are suffering The point is wlmt ha\e they done to bring these people 
home? Mo answer has bccu forthcoming The llonourablu Member says that 
the Govcrnirient are exummmg this icpoii The press has got‘it and they 

have not even lead that report He wao saying that the Government are 

reading that report and considering the measures that aic to bo taken The 
measures they ought to take are imfoctly simple They ought to arrange for 
the repal rial ion of these people .il the eiir'iest iio-?s,ible opportunity 1 --hould 
like to hoiii what lie has got to say on that 

Hr. rresident: Fui how long is the maitci liUeK to He con<«idered ’ 

Mr. E. N. Banerjee; The report was received onh about 2 weeks ago I 
believe Alt Alley returned here sometime during the last n iiln, so .1 do 
not think wc have Uikon an unduly long time 

Seth Govmd Das: Sir, the Honourable Afembor just leatl out from a gov¬ 
ernment communique issued some time in Doeember that the Indians there 
are verv anxious In come hack, .ind now three months have passed and we want 
to know how many Indians since December, have been rep.itiiated The cold 
weather has passed they were suffering on account of want of clothes, they 
had no warm clothing and they aic still theie I w'ant to know, within these 
thiee months since that communique was issued, how many people from that 
land have been given facilities to come back to this country and why warm 
clothing and other clothes have not been provided for them, in spite of thiee 
months of cold weather? 

Mr. R,. N. Banerjee: That lefers mamly to the Indians who had already 
got back to Malaya from that area 

Prof. N. G. Banga (Guntur cum Nel’ore Non-Muhammadan Rural) We 
know the wavs of the Govemtnenl, it is the labourers who are now under 
discussion it is not quite clear how many of them have beven given a chance 
to come back to India' how many of them trekked to Malaya we do not know 
and the Government of India does not know but out of that number how 
many of them were given a chance by Government to come back to this 
country It is a vei^ important thing Generally, we know that Govemmei^t 
gives the last priority to labourers when there is a question of providing 
shipping facrities and other facilities also; therefore it is most necessary that 
Goveniment should be taken to task for having neglected the welfare of these 
86,000 labourers in Assam, because they happen to be poor 

Mr. Presldexit: It appears that we are not quite sure about the facts* at 
any rate some steps ' ^“ing taken the exact extent, of th^ difficiiltv wrWnii 
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IS there, m providing fucilities is not very clear to me yet. 1 believe the 
real difficulty is about shipping lor repatriation That seems to be the promi¬ 
nent difficulty The matter in such that I do not consider it necessary to 
give my consent, as T do not think nn\ further matters can be brought out 
HI discussiun, oM>r and above what has already be 'm said 


Mr. President: The next motion is from Khan Abdul Ghaiii Khan to discuss 
the cloth famine in the North West Krontier Province May 1 know when the 
Hoiiouiablc I\Luinber ga\e this notice to the office? 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan (North-West Frontier Province General) This 
morning 

Mr, President: At vrhat time? 

Khan Abdul Ohani Khan: At about 11-80 a.m. 

Mr. President: It Lumiut be consideied he has to present it before the 
coinmcncemciit of the business 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan: Will it be considered tomorrow? 

Mr. President: He might have given it tomorrow rather than at 11-30 
today 

Mr. President: Then theie is another motioa bj I\Ir Aj\uiig.ir—to discutS 
the ])rofosal the Govciuuient of India to accede to the request of the Nizam 
of llydoiaba<Lto grant a corridor to East Coast through some districts of the 
Mad.as Presidency in the Nurtli 

There aio rnun> ditticuUiCH in the waj of this motion The first is that 
the notice was received at 12-15 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Hural) 1 thought there were so many adjournment 
motions loining up and that this will come on tomorrow It is an important 
matter 

Mr. President: It is an important matter but btill it was not given in due 
time and the Honourable Member cannot be helped m that respect The 
other difficulty la that this will require the sanction of the Governor General 
so m u’l} case we need not go into the question w'hcther it is urgent or not 

Sri M. Anautbaaayaiiam Ayyangar: I hhall apply for the necess.'iry 
perrnisbion 

Mr. Piealdait: Now comes the adjournment motion that we have been 
holding over so far 

Ha]i Abdua Sattar Eaji Uiaq Sath (West Coast and Nilgiris Muham¬ 
madan) Before we leave matter that was under discussion, on the ruling 
that you gave just now with regard to notice being given for another day, I 
must state what the practice has been so far Any notice coming before 11 
can be taken up that day itself, but supposing it is given later that day 
and we w'ont to discuss it tomorrow, there is a whole dav’s notice and it 
must be accepted I think my Honourable friend was right when he asked 
that it should be taken up tomorrow If he had insisted that it should be 
taken up todnv. T could understand the objection, otherwise the matter 
becomes very difficult for us 

Sri M. A na n t lu &syanam Ayyangar: Both myself and my friend want our 
notice to he taken up tomorrow 

Mr. Preaident: I do not- know that; as I say, under the Standing Orders, 
notice has to be given before the commencement of the day’s business 
“ Hall Abdua Sattar Haji lahaq Seth: That is for today. 

Ifr. Prssldent: And as for the distinction that the Honourable Member 
seeks to make—any notice will always be before the commenoement of 
another day 

Prof. N, G. Banga: Our difficulty is this: today you have ruled them out. 
Will it be all right for us to give notice of the same adjournment motion 
toifiorrow? That is the point. 
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Mr. President: The Honourable Member is raising a problematical ques¬ 
tion I do not wish to answer it. 

Mr. Menu Bubedar (Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau. Indiaik 
Commerce). If a notice is given any time after 11, it should be treated as a 
notice for tomorrow that is the only point 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: You will remember, fclir, that after 
you disposed of about 80 adjournment motions out of the 100 motions of 
which notice was given, which were given long before the 2l8t January when 
the session opened,—they were not given on that day and they ought not 
to come later—therelore 1 have given th.s notice in advance for tomorrow. 

Mr. President: Any wf\y, so far as they go. they will fall through today. 

I will see \\hat cun be done in the future 

\ - 

Mr. President: Then comes Sardar Mangul Singh's motion No TO He is 
not here, so that motion also drops out It hus ceased to be urgent in v ew of 
the previous mol ion 

* Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Ndii-Muhummadun Itural): 
But the Honourable Member has not given any ussurunco/* 

Seth Govmd Das: 8ir, che strike is st-II going on and as 'ong as the stnke 
does not end, 1 think it will continue to he very much a mutter of recent 
occurrence Mr Suiyu Nurayan Sinha hus given notice that the strike has 
not yet ended 

Mr. M. Asat AU: May I suggest this^ In the tirst place 1 cannot go 
behind your ruling—you have already ruled out one motion and I do not wish 
to question what }ou have said about this But m view of the fact that the 
strike is still on, may 1 request the Honourable Mr John Sargent to make a 
statement on the subject and just tell us to .what extent‘Government is 
prepared to go to meet the points which he knows w'ere likely to be made 
duiing the debate 1 want to specify the points in as nairuw a scope as 
possible Is the Ooverntiient prepared to make sure that the diplomas of 
the rolytechnic will be recognised by the Federal Public Service Commis¬ 
sion? If that point 18 made clear, 1 am perfectly certain that it wil' go a 
long way to satisfy those who feel that they have a grievance 

^Ji Abdus SaiUr Haji Ishaq Seth: Apart from that. Sir, I do not know 
whether this motion has been ruled out or whether we are discussing it» 
because there was my friend Mr Satya Narain Snha’s motion which was 
rilled out because this has been held up for discussion Now when we have 
reached it, as the Mover is not here, this motion is also going to be ruled 
out That means that the House is deprived of the chance to discuss it 
The whole thing was postponed because we thought that some compromise 
talk was going on and that nothing would be 'ost if it was put off But 1 
feel certain that there must be some discussion about the matter or we 
should wait until Sardar Manga] Singh comes back. I do not know if there 
is any other way out otherwise Mr Satya Narain Sinha's mot on should be 
allowed 

Mr. PreaideiLt: I am afraid with all the sympathy I have for the students 
and for the situation created, I have to go h\ the rules of the House The 
position here was this: a motion was given notice of by Sardar Mangal Singh: 
an identical motion was given a few dajs after by Diwan Cliaman Lall. 
Notice of the same motion was given after a few ‘days by the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha As I said yesterday, while giving my 
ruling, an adjournment motion is essentially an attempt to take up for dis¬ 
cussion something different from the original order of the day on the ground 
of the importance of the matter. And it is not only the importance of the* 
matter but its Urgency also It could always be argued that as the strike 
proceeds from day to day and takes a longer time, the matter becomes mote 
and more acute and more and more urgent. But so far as the Buies of the 
House ^ concerned, to my mind, the urgency, at the very first start doee 
not continue if motions could be tabbed on the same subject day after day. 
The essence of the whole thing is that there must bo aj earliest nossihle 
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opportunity on winch the discubsion should tuke place The subsequent 
motions, therefore, under the llules and the pievious rulings from the Chair, 
were obviously out of order and could not be admitted There was no 
urgency in them, there being a previous motion That is why, when yester¬ 
day this point was touched, instead of giving priority to that motion, we said 
that wo had better defer the discussion of the earliei motion, so that there 
may lie no dcvinlions so Jar ns the precedeiitb ot the House go If the 
motion t()d.i\ falls through, it is not the lau’t of the Chair 

Mr. Manii Subedar: Itotore you give your ruling, Sir, may 1 say tliat Dr. 
John Sargent was about to make a statement 

Mr. President: So, if un Honourable Membei eoubiders a matter to be of 
such ail urgent nature that he gives notice of an adjournment motion, then 
he has to remain prc&cut m the House It tails llnougli Obsentially because 
something which the Honourable Membei should ha\c done has not been done 
and he has failed to do it 

So far as the couveftience of the Members is concerned, however 1 may 
desire to meet it, I do not know how many motions will have to be adjourn¬ 
ed and how many fmes It wiT be a greater inconvemonee to the House 
to follow the practice of adjourning things to amt the cunveu euce of Members 
The better practice would be that Members should make it a point to remain 
piebent .ifter luixiiig given notice ol an adjournment motion 'J'hereloro, if 
all that IS agreed to, the only dithculty winch I am now feeling is that there 
being no motion beioie the House, on w'hal subject could .i sl.itement be 
permitted ’ . 

Mr. M. Asaf Ah: May J b«y one word, Su*-’ It is under the bi»ecial cir¬ 
cumstances winch nnlortunafely exist in this partieu'ai ease that I am making 
tluit leijuebt Meiaube of tins complex piocedure that has been gone through 
and \nrious < oiisideintions were before you in adjourning one motion to await 
the icbult ol the negotiatious, etc ,—1 do not wish to go into the whole 

subjeit—, It 1 ' loi tljat leason that I am asking your jiermission to make a 

si e ircnt whnli ought to bat sfy the House ioo Oidinanly, J do not think 
1 would lie justified m asking f<a a slatLiofiil Ironi any Member o’l tile 
Treabiirv Benches when Iheie is no motion before Ibo House In this e.ise 
a motion was betoiu the Houi-e In fact, fhice motions weie liifoie the 
iroiiso 'I he aitiiul (uenmsf.mees of the ease are that llir* strike still conti¬ 
nues. il IS le.illy a reeurring cause 1 did not iiuse that point when you were 
ruling out Mr Satya Narum's motoii, otheiwose I miglit h.ive easily got up 
and s.”d it is a infittrr of mgoncy and of mgent pnb'ie impoiirtucc for the 
binip’e reason that the strike is a recuiiing cause and if eoiilinues from 
inoiiiciif to niomenl T may give a iioliic of adjournment mot on today and 
1 may give a notice of another ad|ouiinnetit motion tomorrow if the strike 
contimies So long as flu stiikc continues, the urgency is still there But 
I did not raise that point In v ew of •>il thoso fsefs if I am askimj for a 

statement, I do not think T am asking for too much 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall (Leader of the House) May I, Sir, 
make a suggestion which, I think, would meet the wishes of the House. 
Government are quite anxious to make a statement The only question is, 
how can we do so under the Rules? I suggest that the best way to do it 
wil' be for the Honourable Member to put down a short notice question and 
if you. Sip, allow some l.ititudc in replying to that question, then the whole 
matter will be satisfactorily dealt with withm the Rules 

Mr. President: In fact, I myself w’as going to make that suggestion If 
J permit a statement to be made now, I w’lll be creating a precedent that a 
statement can be made even though a particular matter is not before the 
House I do not want to create a precedent of that type The best thing 
will be to put a short notice question, which will be answered at the next 
meeting of the House 

Mr. M. Asaf All: T agree to the suggestion which the Leader of the 
House has made and we will put down a* short notice question 


tomorrow? That is tno pumv. 



election of 


MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOB HEALTH 
department 


jEr 8. B. T. OnlaBun (Secretary. Health Department): Sur, ^ « 

-That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner as the Honourable the Presi¬ 
dent may diirct, ten non-official members *to serve on the Standing Committee 
the subjkts dealt with in the Department of Health during the nnexpired portion of the 
fiiiandal year 1046-46 and for the financial year 1946-47. ’ 


Atr. President: Motion moved* 

“That this Assembly do proieed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Presi¬ 
dent may direct, ten non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to adviM on 
the subjects dealt with m the Department of Health during the unexpired portion of the 
fiikiiicial >c.u 1045 46 and for the financial year 1046-47” 


Will the Honourable Member storte what the subjects are on which he ex¬ 
pects the Committee to advise’ 

Mr. S. H. Y. OulSnam: I think the subjects are given in the Memorandum 
which li.is been circulated to Members giving the subjects dealt with by each 
Department 


Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi General) Since the motion is before the House, I 
shmild like to invite tlie attention of the Members of the Treasury Benches and 
other llonoiiruble Members sitting on Oovernment Benches that every time 
they inaki* sr motion of that nature they ought always to place before the House 
some sort ol a summary of the kind of proceedings which have taken place in 
coiir..c.tioii w'lth these Committees We know nothing about it It is easy for 
them to say that >oii want a Standmg Committee to be elected, but what is 
the Standing ('ommitiee going to do? What are going to be its functions and 
wiurt !». going to be its scope? The kind of report that I am asking for should 
be 11(11 maly submitted witli cverv proposal of this nature, so that we may be 
abJj either to rend it or, while the motion is before the House, we may say, 
"Add such and such functions to the functions of the Committee which you 
have placed before the House". But this kind of blank and bald proposal is 
hardii acceptable to us 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth (Wi'st Const and Nilirins krubammndan) 
Sir, on this point I can give some mforraati<m, as I had something to do with 
these Committees in the last Assembly The rules provided that the meetings 
itro io be he’d very often, and, every time a meeting is held, the proceedings 
will be Circulated to Members I think last year the proceedings were circulated. 
Wha* I suggest is that these proceedings should be re-circulated once again at 
the time of making this motion. 


1’faat will help Honourable Members to a great extent because probably 
Honourable Members would have forgotten wh.it took place In order 1o avoid 
all waste of time, I Suggest that when an Honourable Member of the Govern¬ 
ment makes his motion, he should say what the committee is about and give 
details of its work. 


The HonoixraUe Or. Sir M. Azlzul Buque (Commerce Member) I may draw 
the attention of the House to Appendix V which gives the scope and functions 
of these Standing Committees I may add, as my friend referred to other De- 
partn^ents, that in view of the special circumstances last year, in some of the 
Departments, at least I know of some, it w^as not possible to call these meetings 
For reasons which the House is quite aware of. The scope and functions and 
vorking of these Standing Committees is practically the same as what is given 
n Appendix V, subj'ect to some of the changes which were made at the instance 
>f Hiv Honourable friend Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth las* year A new 
nile has been added by whioh the proceedings ol the Standing Committees are 
jircuiated. 


Mr. President: It appears the difficultv has been about the subjects dealt 
vitii in the Departments. 

The Eononrsble Sr. Sir M. Aiiial Buque: I take it the subjects dealt with in 
ach Department are before the Assembly. Before tiie Assembly begins, tiie 
jegislative Assembly Department always takes care to circularise to Honouiv 
ble Members the subjects dealt with in the various departments. Otherwise 
uestions cannot be addressed to different Departaaents. 

I RVT \ 
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ICr. S. H. T. Onlsnani: I may explain that the Department of Health came 
into existence on Ist September last year and there has been no previous c0m- 
inittee relating to this Department. 

Prof. N. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore* Non-Muhammadan Bural) I did 
not follow what the Honourable Member said 

Mr. President; He says the Department came into existence very recently 
and It has yet to evolve 
'L'he question is 

“That this Assemblv do protecd to elect, m such manner as the Honourable the Presi¬ 
dent mav direct ten non offiei.il members to «!crve on the Standini; Pommittee to a<lvi‘?e on 
the SHhi'erts de.ilt with in the Department of Hcallh dbriiiR the nnexpiivd poilion of the 
rinaiieial ve.ir 1945-46 and for tbo financial year 1946-47 ’* 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE INDIAN CENTRAL TOBACCO 
COMMITTEE 

Sir Fheroze Eharegat (S(*cr('tar\, Agriculture' Di-partmentl Sn T move 

“That this A-ssemblv do proceed to elect in such manner as the TTonoiirihle the Presi¬ 
dent mar direct, two persons to represent consumers on the Indian Central Tobacco 
Committee " 

Sir, I may ("\pliiin lliat tho Cimtial Tobacco Comniiitcc w.is cslalilislicd by 
u Resolution of the Government, dated 10th April 1945 It has held only one 
meeting so f.ii m which it has laid down its own niks and regulations lint 
the comiqittee has not vet been fiillv constituted bcc.insp of the .ibsciiee of 
members of the legislature and that is why this motion is being made at pri'sent 

Mr Resident: Motion moved 

“That this Assemblv do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honournhle the Presi¬ 
dent nia" direct, two porbons to represent consumers on the Indian Central. Tobacco 
(Winittee ’’ 

Prof. N. G. Range (Guntur cum Nellore. Non-Muhammadan Rural) Bir, I 
leum from the Honourable Member himself that this Committee had met only 
once and the wonder of it is that the very first time it had met, it had t.ikcn a 
wrong decis'on in regard to the location of its headquarters Sir, in the whole 
country, there is one ^strict which prodiiocs the largest quantity of tobaceo It has 
also the largest area under tobacco and that is niy own district, Guntur There 
was a suggestion made by one of the Members that its headquarters should be 
located in that district and I learn that one Member had even offered to place 
a house at the disposal of the Committee. But instead of accepting that offer, 
the Committee as well as the Government had decided to locate its headquarters 
in liombay, where I learn they are finding it very hard to find any accommoda¬ 
tion fo*. the office of the Committee at all It seems they even offered to pay 
Rs 1,090 a month and even more by way of rent for office accommodation. 
Thej are unable to get any accommodation What is more, it wnll be much 
morj difficult to find housing accommodation for the staff to live in I find 
that this Committee has already started bndiv T do not know w'hnt work it is 
going to do If this Committee is at all to discharge its functions satisfactorily, 
tlien its headquarters should be located not in a place where no tobacco is grown, 
but in a place where the maximum quantity of tobacco is grown for any district 
or foi that matter for the whole of India I think one of the functions of this 
eonmnttee is to encourage research in the production of tobacco and also in the 
Tiroduction of various other things which are manufactured out of tobacco One 
nf 'be biggest cigarette manufacturing concerns is located m Guntur district. 
ITicrefore, I submii tlie headquarters of th’s committe<‘ ought to be located m 
Gun till district, since this committee hag not yet incurred any expenditure in 
buildings or m permanent structures in Bombay I hope the Government will 
keep Ibese coiisideriitions m m nd and see that its decision is changed so f.ir as 
its headquarters will he located in Guntur and not m Bombay 

Shri Sri PrakaBa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions; Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, I wish to say a few words. 



SHORT NOTICE QUBSTlOUf AND ANSWER 0^ 

Mr. ^realidfilrt: Does this Motion require any discussion? 

Sbri Sxi Frakasa^ Yes, Sir, we are ail against smoking. 

IDr President: If Honourable Members are really serious to continue the 
debate, I have no objection. I do not mmd takmg the Motion over after Lunch. 
Otherwise, 1 may put the motion just now and adjourn for Lunch, as today is 
l^'riday 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa Muham¬ 
madan) I want to sjjeak on this Motion 

Mr. President: In that case, I will adjourn the House for Lunch 

The .\saeiribly then adjourned for Lunch till Quarter Past Two of the Clock 

Thy Assyrnbly reassembled after Lunch at Quarter Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr Presideni (The Honourable Mr. G V Mavalunkar) in the Chair 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Sir, we were discussing the motion about the Tob.uco 
Committee My Honour able friend Prof Range wras ‘worried about head- 
qiiaitors I thought the headquarters of tobacco was the smoker’s mouth, but 
if ho wanted boine other headquarters I do nob know where he wants to establish 
thorn Moreover I was rather worried when I learnt that the purpose of this 
conipiitteo was to encourage tobacco smoking If that is the purpose of the 
committee my feeling must be against the establishment of this committee, 
because I do think that smoking is a bad habit, and it is doing a great deal of 
liami all round It is spreading and we find even little boys smoking all over 
thy pl.ioo 1 am sure my Honourable friend. Sir Phero/.e Kharogat, ,who is him- 
eelf a non-smoker like myself, would not like to be associated with any com¬ 
mittee which encourages a bad habit 1 do not knqw if my Honourable friend 
has ctnv bad habits, I have known him for over 30 years now I know he had no 
bad huints at Cambridge, whether he has acquired any since then I do not 
know But in any case even if he has some bad habits* he would not like other 
folks to have them T hope he wmU be able to give us some assurance that this 
committee will not encourage any smoking and particularly will help in stamp¬ 
ing out juvenile smoking, because juvenile smoking is an increasing danger and 
it has to be put down I expect his help and the help of his committee in this 
particular matter 

Mr. President: 1 do not think any further debate is necessary on the issues 
which the Honourable Members have raised 

Th<> question is 

"Tbnt thid Assembly do proceed to elect, in snch manner as the Honourable the Presi¬ 
dent ma direct, two persons to represent consnmers on the Indian Central Tobacco 
Committee " 

'ihe motion was adopted. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR HOME 
DEPARTMENT 

The Honourable Sir John Thome (Home Member): Sir, I move: 

“Tb.it this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Presi¬ 
dent ni.iy dncct, ci^ht non-ofliMal members to s«i\c on the Standing Committee to adMse 
on llie sublet ts in the Heme Dep.sitment foi the upe\|i”’ed portion of* the financial year 
1946-46 and for the financial year 1946-47 ” 

Mr. President: Motion moved* 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Presi 
dent may direct, eight non-official members to swrve on the Standing Committee to advise , 
on the subjptts in the Home Departnrent for the unexpired portion of the financial year 
1945-46 and for the financial year 1946-47 ” ^ 

Shri Satyft Nsisysn SinhA (Darbhangs cum Saran. Non-M iibnTnmiidftti ) • gjf 
i move* 

"That in the onginal motion for the word ‘eight’ the word 'ten' be substitnted ’’ 
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Ml. Ftesideat: Amendment moved: 

‘^That in the onginal motion for the word ‘eight’ the woid ‘ten’| be substituted ” 

THe Eoaourable Sir John Tbonie: Sir, 1 accept the amendment. 

Fzol. N. O. (Guntur cum Nellore. Non-Muhammadan Bural) Sir, I 

team that this committee has not met at all since it was constituted last year. 
This department is a very important one, specially for the reason that due to 
its good offices several thousands, if not lakhs, of us have been sent to jail, both 
through the courts after having been convicted and without the courts also aa 
detenus This department has never been held by an Indian so far, and I 
think the Secretaryship also has been confined £5"Englishmen So'it is no 
exaggeration to say that it has been protected by A sort of purdah so far as the 
Indian public is uoiicemcd. This House is natural.y always anxious to know 
as much about the activities of this deportment as possible, and the only time 
that a committee came to be constituted'—and that was last year—the com¬ 
mittee was not given an opportunity of meeting and trying to know anythmg 
at all about this depai;tment And even when we put questions here in tk.a 
House the Honourable Member and his predecessors have made a habit of 
giving only laconic and cryptic answers, and if at all they try to be a bit ex¬ 
pressive, only their shoulders are given the privilege of jumping up and nothing 
more, and short notice questions have ver> little chance with this department 
Thciefore it is most necessary that this itouse should ha\e an assurance that 
the Honourable Member concerned with this department will call this committee 
as frequently ns possible, take it into hia confidence in regard not only to de¬ 
tailed questions that may be coming up for discussion or for decision within, 
his department but arlso in regard to the general policies and programmes that 
this department contemplates from tune to time We leornt only the other 
day that even in regard t6 recniitment, promotion, etc , in these various ser¬ 
vices, specially in the Indian Civil Service and the other Imperial Services, it 
IS this deimrtmenl that takes the most important deeisioriR and also makes the 
jnost important recommendations to the Secretary of State for India There¬ 
fore, Sir, I hope that the Honourable Member w'ill at least on this occasion go 
out of his way to give an assurance to this House which will be jiopiilar 

Sn M. AnanUiasayanam Ayyangar (\faiir.is (cded Dislncts .uul ('httoor' 
Non-Muhammadan Kural) Sir, it is nothing out of the way to ask the Honour¬ 
able Member to lay before the House a statement of what he proposes to do by 
way of taking advice from this committee You will find, Sir, in Appendix V 
of l.he Manual the functions of the v.inous Standing Committees, but unfortu¬ 
nately the Home Department Standing Committee docs not find a place there 
We naturally expect that with regard to all standing committees thart have been 
hitherto appointed or are in course of appomtment or for which motions have 
been or are being introduced in the Assembly, the Members in charge of these 
motions will make known to the House what its functions are On pages lOS 
and 104 of the Manual, for instance, you find the constitution and functions and 
also rules of business for the Standing Committee on Hoads and Finance Sub- 
Coniniitteo Likowibe. wdiaf he i.iteiida to do with ie‘>peet to ihe committee, 
what matters he intends to place before them for advice, what constitutes a 
quorum, etc,—^these are all matters coi which elucidation is necessary, and this 
House 18 entitled as a matter of right to have a statement from the Honourable 
Member 

The Honourkble Sir John Thome: ,With regard to my Honourable friend. 
Prof Rangn’s complaint that a Standing Committee had been n existence and 
it did not meet, he has the advantage of me in having been a member of the 
last Assembly whereas I was not, but I understand that the Standing Ck>m- 
' mittee for the Home Department was elected very near the end of March last, 
i know from the papers T have seen that ray predecessor was anxious to have 
0 meeting of the Standing Committee as soon as possible after that, but I find 
nothing on record as to why a meeting was not called T th nk nerhans it may 
have been on account of a familiar phenomenon in the early days of the hot 



ELKCTION of MBH6EB8 TO HOMK DEPARTMENT 701' 

Mreather in Delhi that migration takes place away from Delhi but I aou not sure 
of that I 

'\o legards the subjects which will be laid before the Standing Committee, 
es you know, Sir, it is governed by Eule 7 of the Legislative Department noti¬ 
fication, dated the 5th of March 1945. I am afraid I cannot at this moment 
be more precise as to the subject^ that will be laid That is a matter I am 
examining and ns soon as I have formed a tentative conclusion it might be of 
advantage I think to discuss it with the gentlemen who may be elected to the 
Standing Committee But I do see some difficulty in publishing or laying on 
the table any too detailed or specific statement because, as I understand it, 
subjects muY, from time to fjjme, arise if not foreseen, and it would perhaps 
be a mistake to have a list which would not permit of subjects being raised ait 
short notice But I can promise the House that although as regards the letter 
of procedure I can make no definite statement at this stage, that the purpose 
of the setting up of this Standing Committee will certainly be observed by me 
in spirit T must, however, utter one caveat about that I know that my 
Hdfiourablo friends opposite think that 1 spend all my timfe deciding who should 
go t' jail and devising a ban which will put a number of people into jails, but 
actunllv the day to duj work of the Home Department is something much less 
exciting and which I am afraid the Standing Committee niav even find at times 
boring There arc a great number of subjects on some of which I tlunk the 
opinion of Members of tins House will be verv useful, but I cannot promise 
that they will all be ns exciting hs my fneiids opposite seem to expect 

Mr. Fresident; The question is- 

•‘That Ill the oiigmal motion for the woid ‘eight’ the word ‘ten’ be substituted ” 
ilic motion was adopted. * 

MT. Fresment: The question is. 

“ I’hat this, Asuoiiihly do prooeed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Presi- 
eiit may direct ten non-olilcial niembere to serve on the Standing Committee to advise 
n the Bubjeets m the Home Department for the unexpired portion of the financial year 
945 46 and for the financial year 1946-47 ’* 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRIMAGE TO HEJAZ 

Mr. B. N. Banarjee (Secretary, Commonwealth Relattons Department)- Sir, 
move: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Presi- 
lit may direct, five .Muslim members to serve on the Standing Committee on Pilgrimage 
the Hejaa, for the unevpired portion of the life of the Conimittee constituted on the 
. April. 1944, and due to expire on the Slst March 1947 “ 

Sir, this IS a very old Standing Committee of this House and the main func- 

in of the Committee is to advise Government on all matters connected wlih 
B Haj pilgrimage One special feature of this Committee is that its term is 

' a pciiod of Ihife leais That was decided sonietmie ago wuth a view to 

uritaining continuity and enabling Government to have full advantage of the 
perienoe of the Members of the Committee of the actual running of the Haj 
grimage 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the Presi- 
t may direi*' fi\e Afusliin membeis to setve on the Standing Committee on Pilgrimage 
.he Ifejar, fm the unexpirecl portion of the life of the Committee constituted on the 
April, 1944, .nnd due to exnne on the 31st March 1947 ’* 

'ihe motion was adopted. 
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Hr. PnsIdeBt: I have to inform Honourable Members that the following 
dates have been fixed for receiving nominations and holding elections, if neces¬ 
sary, in connection with the following CJommittees, namely: 


1. standing committee for the Department of 

Health., 

2. Indian Central Tobacco Conunittee 

3. Standing Committee for the Home Depart- 


Date for 
nomination 
13-3-194C 

13-2-1946 

13-2-1916 


Date for 
election 
18-2-1946 

18- 2-1946 

19- 2-1946 


4. Standing Committoo on Pilgrimage to Hojaz 13-2-1946 19-2-1946 

J’he nominations for all tlie four Corrmutteea will be received in the Notice 
Office upto 12 NOON on the dates mentioned for the purpose The elect'ons, 
which will be conducted in accordance with the Regulations for the holding of 
elections by means of the single transferable vote, will be held m the Assistant 
Secretary’s room iii the Council House between the hours of 10-30 a.m and 
1pm 


INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Mr. President: The House will now proceed with the further consideration 
of the motion moved by the ITonnuiahle Sir A/i/iil Hiique, ii.mieK, lh.it the Bill 
further to amend the Insurance Act, 1938, be taken into consideration 

The HononraUe Dr. Sir M. Azixul Euque (Commerce Member) Sir, I do not 
want to make a reply at this stng<*, but m order to save the time of the House, 
I might say that after consulting the different sections of the House, 1 will be 
prepared to h'a\e a Select Coiiunitteo piovided it is possible to have the report of 
the Select Committee by the 14th February 1946 If that is agreed to, I would 
also suggest that the following Meinbeis of the old Select Committee —viz , Mr. 
Satya Nnrain Smhn, Mr Ishaq Seth, and Mr Gwilt of the three different 
parties—may be included m the Select Committee 

Mr. President: There is an amendment by the Honourable Mr Jaffer. 

The Aonourable Dr. Sir M. Azixul Huque: 1 am prepared to accept it 
Mr. AJuned Ebrahim Haroon Jailer (Bombay Southern Divibiou Muham¬ 
madan Rural) 14th February is too eaily if the Honourable Member would 
agree, ten days' time will be all right 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Azisul Euqne: Sir, I may pomt out that 1 do not 
mmd even three weeks or one nionih, but as 1 have aiready oxpla ned 1 would 
like to huish with this as soon as possible bO that there is enough time left to 
consider the other Bill which is for more important 1 am sure this will not 
take much time So I think my friend would do well to accept it. 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer: Yes, it is agreed 
Mr. President: Agreed to the 14th also? Then another amendment in place 
of the one moved by Mr Jaffer will have to be moved because there seems to be 
some changes in the names suggested 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha (Darbhanga cum Saran Non-Muhammadan): 
There is an amendment in niy name 

Mr. President: When did the Honourable Member give it? 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Yes, it is in substitution 

Mr, President: Now that other names are commg in, and the dates are also 
going to be changed* will it not be better to withdraw this amendment and 
move another giving the agreed names and dates? 

The HonoiiraUe Dr Sir M. Aslxnl Hnque: I will ask Mr. Vaidyanathan to 
move it if the House agrees to that 

Mr. President: What will be the names? They will have to be checked. 
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Tbe HonourEble Dr. Sir X. Asiiul Enque: I have given him the names and 

the date 

Mr. President: Ar| they agreed? 

The Honottrable Dr. Sir M. Aiisnl Buqne: I have put it to them and there 
seems to he an agreement 

Mr. L. S. Valdy an at h an ((luveinment of India Nominated Official). Sir, 1 
move 

That thr tollowiii" n.iiiiis bu added to the names that aiu already before you ” 

Mr. Pretddent: r am afraid the form will not bo quite in order I will read 
the original umendinont and then ns the occasion arises other names will be 
suggested I take it that Mr«JafIcr viill withdraw his amendment after this. 

Mr. Ahmed Ibrahim Hatoon Jaffei: All right 

Mr. President: The aniendmcnt is 

“'lhat the Bill be icteiied to a Select Committee, consisting of the Honourable the 
Cownerce Meinbcj, the Uoiiouiable the T.aw Mcn)l>er, Messis L S Vaid. anathan, Abdui 
Rahiiun Sidditti, T Chapman-Moituner, Ali Asghar Khan, Pandft tiovind Malavija, Shri 
Sri Prakasa, Sn H Ananthasayanuin Ayyangar, Mi Ahmed K H Jaffer, .ind the original 
names ” 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Asizul Huque: 1 do not find Mr Jaffer’s name. 

Mr. President: [ liad rend Mr Jaffer’s name In place of Sjt N V. Gadgil, 
P.indit Malaviva eornes in because that seems to be agreed What are the 
other names? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M Azisul Huque: Haji Abdus Battar Haji Ishaq 
Setli, Mr Jiuslie (IwiU and Sliii Snlya Narayan Sinha • 

Mr. President: “Witli instructions to report by 1,4th and thatt the number 
of members ^^)loso {U'cscnee shall be necessary to constitute a meeting shall be 
b\o.” 

That may ho moved by the Honourable Member 

Mr. L. S. Valdyanathan: Sir, I move 

“That the Bill bo icfeired to a Select Committee consisting of tho Honourable the 
'^ommeice Meinbei, the Honouiable the loiw Member, Mr L S Valdyanathan, Mr Abdur 
Cihiniiii Siddii]!, Mi T Chapman-Moitimcr, Mr Ah Aaghar Khan, Pandit Qovind Mala- 
lya, Shn Sn Prakas.i, Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Mr Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon 
.lifer, Hail Abdus SotUar Haji Ishaq Seth Mr Leslie Owilt, and Shn Satya Narayan 

iinha, with instructions to report by the 14th February 1946, and that the number of 

lembors whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall 
c five ” 

Mr. President: Amendment moved 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select (committee consisting of tlia Honourable the 
'omiiicice .\Uinbei, the Honouiablu the Law Member, Mr L S V.aid>anathnn, Mr Abdur 
ihiuan Siddiqi, Mr T Chapman-Moitimer, Mr Ah Asghni Khan, Pandit Govind Male 
ij.i, Shn Sn Piakasa, Sn M Ananthasayanam Ayyansjar. Mr .\hmrd Kbrahim Haioon 
affer, Han Abdus Satttar llaji Ishaq Seth Mr Leslie Gwilt, and Shn Satya Naraya. 

inha, with instructions to report bv the 14th February 1946, and that the number of 

embers whose piesenco shall he ncccssaiy to coustitnto a meeting of the Committee shall 
> fiv’c ” 

Will Mr Jaffer now ask for leave of the House to withdraw his amendment’ 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer: I ask for leave to withdraw. 

The amendment was by leave of the House withdrawn. • 

Prof. N G. Itanga (Guntur cuwi Nolloro Non-Muhamniadnn Eural) I am 
ither surprised with the procedure that the Honourable Member is pursuing 
I regard to these Bills The last time when ho brought forward a piece-meal 
gislation like this in regard to insurance, I warned him that some of us are • 
Jcn that ho should try and investigate the advisability or otherwise and also 
le possibility for nationalizing this industry in this country and also to hav 3 it 
udied by cortnin experts so that it would be possible for vou to come before this 
ouso with the necessary proposals On that occasion ‘mv Honourable friend 
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had pleaded that things were still in a flux, there was still a war on and it 
would not be possible for him lo venture upon such a bi^, project 

The Hosourable Dr. Sir K. Aiiiul Huque: I am afraid my friend has 
forgotten everything of my reply 

Prof. N. O. Sanga: My honourable fnend may remind me a little later on 
One thing T know that he has not come forward with any concrete or construc¬ 
tive proposals m that direction I said on that occasion and I repeat it that 
State insurance has not been proved to be a failure to the extent to which it has 
been tried m this country 'Hiere is the experiment made by the Mysore State 
itself, whose insurance venture has to its credit the lowest working expenses and 
also the lowest premiums being collected There is the Government’s own 
postal insurance In fact, I suggested that its scope should be extended so that 
not only Government employees but also the outside public could be allowed to 
insure themselves under that scheme Government has not done anvthing in 
that direction Their experience of this postal insurance cannot be sa'd to be a 
failure nor unsatisfacjiory IVith these two instances, there is a nr-mn fsnie 
case for studying this popular question and for studying the possibilities of 
developing this industry as a State industry In addition to that T want the 
Government also to study the possibilities of developing co-operative insurance 
in this country So far very few experiments have been made and Government 
has not given sufficient encouragement to these few experiments and it is high 
time that the Government should take it up Unfortunately, Sir. Government, 
instead of encouraging these measures, is going in a direction which is hkely to 
militate against the progress of co-operative insurance Clauses 23 and 24 in 
the explanihtory notes state that it is considered undesirable that a life insurance 
agent or an employer of insurance agents should be a director of anv company 
transacting life insurance' business, and provision is made for prohibiting this 
What does it mean^ T want to know Does it or does it not prevent any 
insurance agent, or group of insurance agents, who form themselves into a co¬ 
operative insurance company from asking his insurance agents at the s.^me 
time to try to control its octivities as directors and afterwards tike the r share 
of the total profits that come for division as dividend? If ''t doci nrevent it 
tten I contend that this clause is likely to prevent the progress of co-operative 
insurance in this country. 

Secondly, why should it be that all this money should be placed ut the dis¬ 
posal of these various private companies and afterwards this House being asked 
again and again to make amendments m this Act in order to prevent these 
people from playing their mischief? What is happenng is this Wt uie asked 
to help this Government in order to repair the diseased body of Indian capitalism. 
My friend himself has admitted the other day that there are companies who sail 
under one cloak but do business in another direction There are comj)anjes who 
do not treat the funds that are placed at their disposal in the proper way but 
invest them in all sorts of monkey ventures There are also companies who 
hove the lowest possible premiums m order to cut the other companies’ business 
and at the same time not being able to make a good business of it themselves 
and thus endanger the premiums that are being paid to it by its life policyholdeis. 

If that is the record of Indian insurance companies, a large number of theni 
not the whole lot of them, why should it be necessary for this House to try 
to prop up tlicse companies? Try to control them It is true there are 
some big companies, with one of which my Honourable friend Mr Vaidyanathan 
was till recently associated and I dare say he is again going back—which have 
made a profit out of tliis business That proves that this can be a profitable 
business if it is run properly Then, what is it that prevents this Government 
from taking up this line of business, thus themselves make the profits and place 
the funds at the disposal of the public for various social purposes There is an 
additional reason also All these fimds ore being placed at the disposal of 
these life insurance companies, crores and crores, more than forty crores T 
suppose, per annum I am speaking subject to correction. How did they invest 
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this money, in what companies, in what industres? Does the country have 
any sort of control over it at all? This Government functions only as a police¬ 
man and nothifg more This Superintendent sits only as a sort of sword of 
Damocles over them, fughtening some, encouraging some others and then, I 
do not know, helping some others in some other ways Beyond that he has 
absolutely no power whatsoever to divert this money in those directions in which 
the development of India’s industrial potential is absolutely needed And 
Government can have that control if it were to start its own venture, have all 
these funds at their own disposal and then distribute these funds as between 
these various industries which call for new capital for their development If it 
is feared that state insurance by itself is likely to bring in managerial dictator¬ 
ship into this country, Jihere is nothing to prevent the Government from en¬ 
couraging the co-operative development of this industry 

Also m regard to some of these big overgrown insurance companies the 
Government can introduce their own partnership into them They can stipulate 
that 40 or 50 per cent of the share and paid up capital shall be taken by the 
• state itself More than 50 per cent of the directo^phips should be held by the 
nominees of the Government and they should also determine the maximum rate 
of profit that these insurance companus may take for themselves 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axianl Huque: On a point of order Sir, you will 
kindlv decide whether on a Bill of Mich a iCNtric1i-d nature mv TTonoiirnblc 
friend can brmg in the whole encyclopaedia of insurance, as to what are needed 
in the insurance world 

Prof. Hf. O. Ranga: Tt is a very beautiful point of order. Sir Before vou 
give vonr ruling, Sir, T wish to hove mv say 

Mr. President: Tin* Honourable Member wiH have his fifllest s.iy T was 
beginning to share the feeling of the Honourable Member who has raised this 
point of order I know that it ivould bp pleaded on behalf of Mr Hanga tha<’ 
he IS opposing the original motion and urging that this Bill should be rejected 
altogether and that instead of having a tinkering legislation in that manner, it is 
better to have a comprehensive lemslat'on That seems to be his point But 
even assuming that he may not be irrelevant, there are limitations as to the time 

Fro£. N. G. Hanga: That ib why 1 am not makmg my points m full 1 am 
simply muuuomug my pomts 1 do not want to be reduced to the plight of 
beiiuing a peiition couluming all my suggestions to the Honourable Member so 
that lie can dismiss them in an autocratic manner 1 am placmg all my points 
beioie tile Membeis oi i<his Hoube so that it will not be pobSible lor m> liuuour- 
able friend to dismiss tliem That is why I am merely placing before the House 
my points without arguing about them. liecently the Government of India 
published their Post-war Economic Development Plans In that publication 
itself the Goveinnieut of India has mentioned many of these points in regard to 
many of these industries They themselves have stated that they would like to 
start many of these industries nud m regard to private enterpnse in what manner 
they would like to control these uomiiaines and so on In auy of these my 
Honourable friend does not seem to have any hand This Government seems 
to be working m a sort of watertight compartments He is unaware of what one 
department is doing and does not seem to have any influence on another depart¬ 
ment. To what extent has my Honourable friend learnt'* a lesson from that 
policy which the Planning Department has published the other day After all 
it was not published merely m the name of the Planning ]>epiirtriiciit It was 
published in the name of tlie Government of India of w’hich the Honourable 
Member is a member and yet he is none the wiser Therefore I charge this 
Government of ignoring all those most essential directions in which the Govern¬ 
ment’s interests, the public interests can be safeguarded 

Then there is the other thing also We are now asked to give more powei 
«o the Superintendent. 
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The HononraUe Dr. Sir M. Asixnl Huque: I would lose all my wisdom if I 
reinnined with my Honourable friend anymore 

Prcrf. N. O. Banga: We are asked to give more and mord powers to the 
Superintendent. These administrative officers are being g'ven more and more 
powers That seems to be tht' fiibhion of the day Is there any other authority 
w'ho has got any sort of control over the rulings or the doings that this Superin¬ 
tendent IS expected to make from time to time’ Supposing an insurance com¬ 
pany feels itself aggrieved against the rulings given by the Superintendent 
What IS the other authontv to which that eompany can appeal’ Does he give 
his rulings just as a judge does in a court of law ? Does he make public his rul¬ 
ings and the reasons theioford*' Tf th.it is so, is there ‘in\ uuthontv to whieh any 
aggrieved party can possibly ^appeal’ If there is to be no other authority at all, 
then I take very strong ol>ieet'on to the setting up of this sort of a monstrous 
Frankenstein in the name of a Supenntendent This is a new despotism, as it 
was called by one of the Justices in England 

Then, T take the other point, that is, the question of assignment My 
ITonounbl’ friend, Mr Ayy-arigar, has ai^ued it verv well I only wish to say 
th.it r support him verv strnnglv My point is this The companies do not 
like to have all this moncv locked up as a sort of trust money which it will be 
imnossible for them thereafter to invest as they like and where they like and 
therefore they would like to encourage the habit of some of the husbands to 
change their minds in regard to the assignments m favour of their wives, thus 
to keep these funds at the disposal of these life insurance companies, so that 
these companies may lend to whomsoever they like Recently, a hahit has been 
developed of dropping the column in which an insurer is expected to state as to 
whom IS assigned a particular poliev If this is correct, then T would like 
them to revise their policv and ryintrodnce that column and see that that column 
is filled in by every policyholder, so that the policyholder will be giyen an 
opportunity of assigning the policy to his own wife 

Mr. L. S. yaldyanathaa: Such a column is there in the proposal form 
Frol. IT. O. Banga: Is it not propc^ed that it should be dropped? 

An Honourable Member: Ho 

Prof, H, O, Banga; Is it being observed by all the companies’ 

Mr. L. S. Vaidyanathan: Yes 
Prof IT. O. Banga: T accept your facts 
The Honourable Dr Sir M. Aiiinl Huque: That is the fact 
Mr. President: The Honourable Member need not go into the details The 
motion is for a select committee 

Prof. H. O. Banga: f am proposing something in the meanwhile my 
Honourable friend comes and obstructs me and he obstructs you He is expect¬ 
ed to give the facts and for giving the facts he wants a sort of praise There¬ 
fore I sincerely trust that instead of treating all these things in a spirit of levity, 
T liope the Honourable Member will, when he thinks of introducing the next 
Bill, try to introduce the necessary provisions in order to give effect to the sug¬ 
gestions that T have made, m pursuance of their own Government of India 
policv adumbrated for their post-war economic development 

Mr. Abdur Bahmaa Siddlqi (Calcutta and Suburbs* Muhammadan Urban)* 
Mr President, associated w'lth assurance as I am, I hope the House will listen 
to me, not m a spirit of levity but with some attention T also claim that I 
am speaking on behalf of the Indian Insurance Associations and bodies which 
have studied this question m all its aspects I am not prepared to give a 
monopolv of nationalism and the safeguarding of Indian interests to political 
organisations alone The bodv of Indian insurance companies is as patriotic 
and as keen on establishing Indian insurance in its proper place in the world of 
insurance all over the globe T do not deny that we have black sheep among the 
Indian insurance companies, but to tarnish the whole of the Indian insnrnrce 
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organisation as full of criminals is neither fair nor just. I have sat here listen¬ 
ing to tha criticisms from the Honourable the Commerce Member as well as the 
Honourable Merrljers to my right The only remark that I should like to make 
about these criticisms is that the gentlemen who proffered them before the- 
House are not well informed on the subject I shall mention only one point, 
Mr President, and that is, that for some reason or the othen the Indian thinks 
of insurance only in terms of life There are other departments of insurance 
and for that purpose the word ng in technical language is Insurance for fire, 
marine and general accident, while for life the term used is Assurance Look' 
ing at insurance in that limited way. some of the criticisms might be right, but 
to stand up in this ITousc today and give us a thesis on private enterprise versus 
State enterprise is something that is not allowed bv the term** of the motion 
before the TIoiisc or the amendments 

Criticism bus been made us to why the word 'actuary' should be removed 
from against the name of the Superintendent of Insurance This criticism has 
been made by people who do not know what the Indian insurance world is We 
* ^re still m a state of infanc\ The w'oids “old” a”d ‘ lonii'i ’ ■-hoidd be used 
instead of "small and large coiiipaii’os*' There are young Indian companies 
which in time, T hope, will become some of the biggest insurance companies in 
the world Till now we have been throttled and kept back It will come as a 
surpnse to some of my colleagues m the House that Indians began to think of 
insurance, except perhaps the Oriental, onlv after the last w'ar We have done 
well in the life denartment We have reached almost 90 per cent of the total 
Indian business and only 10 per cent, now goes outside But if Honourable 
Mernhers will try to stiidv thf* figures for the other departments of insurance, 
they wall note that we are underwriting onlv 80 per cent while non-Indian 
companies take away almost 70 per cent of all,insurance buemess The Gov¬ 
ernment of India, if it thinks in terms of national enterprise, will, T hope, so 
organise the insurance arrangements it is going to make and the law that is 
going to bo passed, that it will help Indian insurance companies to control Indian 
business, and then we Indians shall frv and deal with friendly non-Indian 
companies hy way of re-insurance not only in one country or two but all the 
w’oiH over It may come as a surpnse to many colleagues of mine in the House 
that e\on a small company like mine sometimes has a share in a saw mill in 
Alaska and in some other form of property in Bumania or a ship somewhere 

3 pjj ID the Pacific Oeean (An Honourable Momher "Which is your 
company please?”) We w-ant to get more and more into that kind of 
business’ ivc in India are four hundred million, but we have to bide our time, 
and we of the insurance world are very keen that nothing shall be done which 
will impede the progress of Indian insurance in India 

As I was saying, the removal of the qualification of being an actuary for 
th.i Superintendent is a step in the right direction An actuary at the best is a 
mathematician An actuary is 99 9 per cent associated with life assurance. 
Fire, marine, accident and many other branches of insurance do not need an 
actuary The better party that could manage this type of business would be a 
man who has worked in a composite insurance compony The w'ord ‘composite’ 
brings me to the remarks made by the Honourable the Commerce Member 
about life companies throwing away their money over other departments of 
insurance. It will perhaps be noted by him carefully that there are companies 
in India, one of which is the one with which I am associated 

An Honourable Member: What is the name of the company? 

Mr. Abdnr Rahman Slddlqi: The Eastern Federal Union It is one of the- 
companies which went the other way to start as a composite company and then 
to open the life department on funds lent to it from the reserves of the ot’Ker 
departments. Life funds when adequate can and should be invested in opening 
new departments. Such an investment would be safe and sound from every 
point of view An Indian insurance company would not be worth its name if it 
did not give precedence to the rights of policyhoMers as against shareholders. 
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There seems to be a general impression that we m the insurarce world are all 
rascals, who want to run nwoy with the money of the polieyholhers and swallow 
it up either for our own benefit or for the benefit of our relations and friends 
1 do not deny that instances like this have occurred in India but they liave 
occurred elsewhere in the w'orld also Many of our politicians, as you must 
have found in vour own experience, are sometimes nieinbers of the C I D 
Usually they talk nationalism but they also carry information to the Honour- 
■able the Home Member Similarly there are black sheep in my circle also 
but where I join issue with our critics is that if an insumnce company has been 
run very well, if the auditors, actuaries and insurance experts on examination 
of the accounts come to the conclusion that there is enough money to meet all 
the demands of the policyholders, I do not see any reason why the directors of 
that company, even a?ter giving bonuses—and we do give bonuses—rather good 
ones—should not invest the surplus ns thev consider to he proper They may 
open other branches of insurance They may invest it under the law as men¬ 
tioned and stated in the Act and also in industnnl shares Sir, Honourable 
Members present here are perhaps aware of w’hat is known as the invisible income 
or invisible assets of nations Until America hud made the decsion on lend-lea'-e 
40 million pounds w'ere given bv American insurance companies in return for 
British insurance interests in America We are also anxious to utilise our 
funds—and thev will be very large ones in God’s good time—and the invisible 
income thev will bring, for the betterment of Tndini industrially and in other 
wavs Therefore for politicians to claim credit for everything ns if insurance 
companies did not possess the least little bit of interest in the progress of the 
country is to look from a wTong angle of vision at the whole proposition of 
insurance m this coiintrv We have got complete answers for every criticism 
made and when we find black sheep in our group we are the first to take act’on 
agnmst them It is the easiest thing to squeeze a hadmatth out of th« iMsui.inee 
world by withholding from them re-insurances Honourable Members need not 
worry as to how we wish to conduct insurance business in this country The 
Honourable the Commerce Member used rather a defective word and Honour¬ 
able gentlemen to mv right were right in mternrettin''^ it as T C R H«‘ <-a’d— 
services That terrible word a I wavs means the TOR The ICS mov be 
expanded into other Imperial services I have tried the ICS There are 
brains m India which are capable of ninning manv of the institutions now under 
the I C S to better advantage and therefore Mr President. I hope the Honour¬ 
able the Commerce Member will, before w'e have finished with this item, tell 
us that like many other Government and semi-Qovemment positions in the 
country, this supenntendentship of insurance will not become a close preserve 
of the Indian Celestial Service as I would like to put it 

I wish mv colleagues in the House had not insisted on a Select Committee 
In fact I was rather surprised that the Honourable the Commerce Member had 
agreed to have a Select Committee He brought forward a Bill last year when 
I was not here and the Select Committee considered it The names mentioned 
bv him were such as commanded the fullest confidence War, Mr President, 
creates a general spirit of immorality We have heard of contractors and wo 
have heard of the liaison between officials of the Government and these con¬ 
tractors People of the “Nouueati.riches” class have come into the general 
field of business Some of them tried to huv up insurance companies for a 
few lakhs to control sometimes the funds which had gone into crores For that 
Government took immediate action and the committee under our colleague 
Sir Cowasjee Jehangir gave itfl recommendations I w’sh th s piece of legislat oii 
had not come before us piecemeal I wish the Honourable the Comnicreo 
Member had brought forward a Bill covering the most important sections, 40A 
-and 40B dealing w’ith the problem of overall costs which is essential for the 
very life of insurance in India We saw yesterday a Criminal Procedure 
Amendment Bill, then a Criminal Procedure Amendment (Amendment) Bill 
snd then you can add many more amendments and have an Act with a long 
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cornenclature. If the Commerce Member had dealt with the really important 
items he \\ould have brought ua some relief. Now, the Select Committee la 
.ioming T shoun like the Ilonouarble the Commerce Member to give me and 
through me my insurance fraternity a guarantee that the other and more 
important 13)11 will be moved in this House before we disperse in April and have 
it passed, because the question of overall costs is interfering with the progrusa 
of Indian insurance There are many other things one could say, but I realise 
that today we are only thinking m terms of a Select Committee and its member¬ 
ship Tjet us hope that we shall be able to finish our work before we disperse, 
but the Honourable the Commerce Member must realise that a calamity is going 
to fall on the Government of India when their great adviser on insurance goes 
away If he goes away, T am afraid the new Bill may not be so helpful to the 
Indian cause as we want it to he Before ho goes back to his company, the 
Honourable the Commerce Member should move heaven and earth and find 
time to see that the second Bill is introduced* discussed and passed before we 
disperse 

* Tbe Honourable Dr, Sir M. Axlzul Huque; Sir, *I think this matter has 
been debated sufficiently The queaton ’a confined to a rtstreted issue today 
as to whether there should be a Select Committ.ee and whether we in the House 
are generally agreed to some of the principles which are in the Bill 

Pandit Oovlnd Kalavlya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
RuraP T rise on a point of order Sir I undf'rstand that tbe usual procedure 
in such matters is that when motions for Select Committees are made, the 
entire principle involved in that Bill, the pohev and all that, are discussed on 
the floor of the House That is the occasion for the House and* every Member 
of it to sav what he feels about the entire subiect, for the. guidance of the 
Members of the Select Committee I want to Miow, both as regards the view 
which the Honourable the Commerce Member has enunemted, and also wtb 
regard to the remarks you were good enough to make when my Honourable 
friend Prof Ran?R. was m possession of the House, T should like to know, if 
Members of this House have any thing to say about the principle of the Bill, 
about the pnne pie of the Insurance Act which is sought to be amended by 
this Bill and about other matters relating to insurance in this country when can 
they do so, if not now? Later on, when the Bill comes back from the Select 
Committee, I suppose the House will go into the consideration of its various 
clauses If we want to make general observations about the matter, when can 
we do so^ 

Some Honourable Hemben from Oongreos Beneheo: Now 

Mr. President: As I look upon the matter, it seems to me that the prinoiplo 
of the Act. of 1938 is not a matter under d scuss'on under the present Bill This 
IS an amending Bill. That fact must be remembered. Therefore, the scope 
of discussion will be limited only to the amendments proposed. 

Prof. N. G. Bangs: General discussion, if I understand the practice 

Mr. President: Order, Order If Members have to say anything more, X 
will, of course, hear them But T will just give the Members an idea as to what 
is passing in my mind In the case of an amending Bill, the scope of discussion 
will have to be lim ted to that Bill and that B 11 alone and not the or ginal Act 
or legislation which this Bill seeks to amend. If the other noint were conceded, 
then at the time of even a minor amendment of any Act the whole legislation 
will be open to the House. I do not know if there is any other praot ce prevail¬ 
ing in this House, but I should be satisfied on the point that there w'as any 
such kind of practice prevailing m this House. 

Mr. Manu Snbedar (Indian Merchants Chamber Bureau • Indian Commerce): 
Sir, there are speo'al circumstances attaching to this Bill in so far as there was 
a comprehensive Insurance Bill introduced in the last Session and it went 
through ceHain stages but could not be completed and the Assembly was then 
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[Mr Manu Subedar ] 
dissolved The Grovemment have uow chosen to pick out son^ of the points of 
that composite Bill of the last Session and they have omitted some others 
Some of us who referred to the omiss'ons were, I feel, under tlioso creumstan- 
ces quite entitled to cntic se the Government for the omissions and to ask for 
.an assurance that the omitted portion will be introduced during the course of 
.the Session in o second Bill There is a slishtlv different cireiinislaiice on 
.account of the histon ot this insuiance legislation from the lust Session 

MI. President: This ruibcs a different point altogether At present the 
point under considerat'on la sed by the Honourable Member, Pandit Govind 
Malaviya, in liis pomi of order is as to the scope of the d scussion on this 
motion and I was stating my views with reference to that point If the House 
IS d ssatisfied about the course the legislation has been taking, it is perfectly 
open to the House to reject the particular motion that is brought before it as a 
matter of protest or to get an absurance from the Government, as the Honourable 
Member, Mr Manu Subedar, has pointed out But that would be a matter 
altogeiher different, from entering into the merits of the old legiblaton What 
I am at present concerned with is just to define the scope of the discussion and, 
to my m'nd, it is very clear that in an amending Bill the scope of discussion 
will not be the principles involved in the original piece of leg’slation The dis- 
cii'.sioii will be only as regards tlie points wdiich are meluded m ihe amend ng 
Bill, pointing out the lacunae, making suggestions for additions and all that 
sort of thing will be withm the scope of the d’scussion But if it is sought bv 
the Honourable Member’s point ol order fo raise a general diseussioii again on 
the principles of insurance or the principles on which the Act of 1938 was 
enacted, to mv mind, such a d scuss’on wll bo outside the bcope of the present 
•motion 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I advert to another practice in thib House? If 
Government seek io amend a particular section of a previous law, the whole 
of that section which they seek to amend becomes the subject-mailer of dis¬ 
cussion, hut not any other section which they have not brought m for amend¬ 
ment That 8 how we have been going on here in ihe past 

Mr. F. J. Griffiths (Assam European) Mr Presidcmt, the opinion expressed 
bv you is in complete agreement with past piaeticc in this House and also with 
*nany past rulmgs in this House that on an amending B'll d'seuss on is confined 
not lo the scope of the original Act hut to the clauses of the amending Bill 
And at this stage of the discussion the only principles which can be disonssod 
are the pr.nc'ples of the amend’iig Bill. I entirely agree with the opinion 
^'xpressed by yon 

Pandit Govind Malaviya: May I seek light from you, Sir? The Bill which 
is before the House today does seek to modify only different sections of the old 
Act That IS true But everyone of those sections of the old Act as well as 
the changes which are sought to be made today relate to the subject of insu¬ 
rance 'n the country It is an actual pract cal difficulty with me, I am not 
trying to raise merely a technical point Every amendment which has been 
proposed seeks to change the law of insurance in the country and, as such, will 
affect the actual day to day progress and functioning of the insurance business 
in tills land When the Act was passed, its prno’ples were ccrtamly then 
discussed But what T w’ant to know is that if Members w'lsh to make observa¬ 
tions with regard to the total effect of the insurance policy as adumbrated in 
the Act and in this Bill seeking fo amend that Act, as it is affecting the country 
today, wuhout wishing to‘ get the Act repealed and without wishing to totally 
oppose the motions winch are before the House, when will they get an 
opportunity to do so Tf it is thought that th’s is not the oecas'on for them 
to do that, when w'dl they be able to do it? 

Sir Oowa^ee J^aagir (Nominated Non-Official)* Mr President, may I say 
-that after the very clear ruling you have given which is in consonance with the 
pract'ce of all Legislatures, I do not think any further discussion is necessary. 
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If we allow the discussion to take place on the general principles of insurance, 
-we shall not di^uss this Bill at all. If we make suggestions about the law of 
insurance which my Honourable friends thmk ought to be on the Statute-book, 
we shall never come to a conclusion on this debate or discuss tins Bill at all 
1 beg most respectfully, Mr President, to say that not only is your Ruling in 
coiisoiiuiice with the rulings m ail legislatures, but I submit it should always 
be maintained m every p ece of leg elution that is brought before tins Hou&c m 
future 

Fzof. N. Q-. Bangs: 1 wish to say. ... 

Ur. President: Order, Order 1 do not thmk the matter needs any further 
argument The qucstidu raised by the Honourable Member I'and t Govind 
Malaviya is very problematical 1 cannot advise hun from this place as to how 
and when he eaii ra se various questions which he wishes to raise But any 
way, JL have no doubt that the principles 1 have enunciated .irc the correct 
priiioipleb and the scope wi'i be only so *ar as the amending sections are con¬ 
cerned (Ji course, it is veiy diih‘ult to debue il*e demarcating line Many 
times the uimsiding sections perhujiS touch other soot mis and some other 
observut ons may be relevant But then, there t-..o there is a limit up to which 
Members can go and touch. It is not possible to dehne cases on border line 

S]t. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Hivis onl Non-Muhammadan Kural) 
You have to put liberal interpretation. 

Ur. President: That is aliy I permitted two Honourable Members to go 
beyond the strict scope of the amending Bill That is a quest on of Chair’s 
oiiinion whicli should not bo challenged m this House 

The Honourable Ihr. Sir U. AaisuL Euque: Sir, I was trying*to reply to some 
of the poiuts raised before the question of Select Committee jias brought before 
the House I have given an assurance that w’lth a view really to give our 
wholehearted attention to the different aspects of the other Bill, which as my 
Honourable friends know has raised quite a lot of controversy amon g the 
insurance interest in various matters, I wanted to finish this Bill with its 
an ti'dinents which are more or less of a formal nature, which are non-con- 
tentioiis, which have been carefully considered by the Select Committee and on 
Vr’hich opinions have been received and on which we have been spending time 
fo’ months past with a view to see that legislation is put in proper order The 
other day when 1 road out a speech ns being delivered in Paris Conference, there 
was a question from the other side whether that speech was actually delivered 
at all I cannot argue with that tvpe of view In anv case, T can assure mv 
Honourable friends that the other Bill is very actively before us and I do hope 
that within a very short time I shall be able to bring it before the House I 
ennsider it a very urgent matter, T consider it in the interest of the coimtrv, and 
there is no desire on my part to shirk a very important duty The only thing is 
that mv friend asks me to try heaven and earth, and I can tell him T ean trv 
heaven as it is, but sometimes I find it really difficult that the earth is very 
difficulu to tread upon. 

Dr. G. V. Xleshmukh (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban) What 
about the other place ? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir K. Asixul Huque: As I said, Sr, you have nghily 
pointed out that the quest’on of certain extraneous matters outsit the Bill may 
be referred to, and natunillv. Sir, they may be of some im^prtance and relevant 
But there is a I’md to everything Por myself, T need only say that mv 
Honourable friend, Prof Rangn, might at least have tried to read the reply I 
gave ti him m the last Session, that is on the point of nationalisation I read 
It oyer this very morning, because I knew that Prof Ranga will probably again 
^rt h’B old theme In my college days, T read a very pregnant sentence of 
^ jdnmed Burke which T sometimes find applicable in our every dav life It is 
^ Invention is exhausted, reason is fatigued, experienee has judgment, but oh^hnov 
18 not conquered . Sir, I therefore took very great care this morning to read 
my speech again which I gave and I find that I had explained my reasons as 
fully as possibly I can I made it quite clear that I am in full ogreempof 
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him that a few monopolists should not control the economic life of this coxmtr^ 
either today or m the future. 1 am m entire agreement wii*ih him that this 
principle should be observed not merely in the field of econolmcs but also in 
the field of politics But, Sir, it is a question of method and modua operanda. 
I placed all my cards on the table. I had not kept anyth ng back 1 explained 
everything before him As regards some of the direct issues which have been 
raised, one of the thing is, why not bring u comprehensive Bill Sir, my 
Honourable fnend knows the histoi^ of this leg'slation, the li story of the time 
which we are passing through when th s legislation was mtroduced This Insurance 
Act was oassed m Then the war came on We acQuired new exoeriencM 

At one time, as Honourable Members of the House know, it was the general 
vew held that legislat'ou of a comp'ex or comprehensive character should not 
be brought in in war time. Sir, I did follow that for some time But I soon 
began to realise that by waitmg, the insurance business was allowed to be 
managed m a manner which was not to the best interest of the country or the 
jiolicy holders or the insurance companies themselves Thcro'orc, S r, it was 
Ill 1044 November that I brought forward th s legislation My Plonourab'e 
friends will remember that at least one year before that, in other words, from 
December 1943, we had been trying hard to collect materials to bring m this 
legislation 1 can assure inv Honourable friends that if toda\ 1 lind been 
able to br'iig a more comprehensive Bill, I would have done so But ho would 
not bo satisfied He would be sat sfied only if I could bring in a one clause 
B11, following Prof Banga's dictum, that the whole insurance should be 
nationalised. It is qu'te all right But I had to deal with the Act as it stands 
I found certain^ defects I wanted to clear away these defects as soon ns I 
could I have explamed. Sir, the reason why we have not brought ihis compre¬ 
hensive Bill, that, is because this Bill was int ated m Dccemlier 1948 I am 
still today in the year of grace, *1946, m matters which have been considered by 
a very strong Select Committee of this House and almost unaniinously re¬ 
commended Yet I had to agree even today to have another Select Committee- 
m order to give an opportun ty to the Members of this House 

Sir, question has been raised about the merits of some of the provisions in 
th'S Bill The question has been raised about the effect of Mamed Women’s 
Property Act I had hoped that my Honourable friend, Mr Ananthasayanam 
Ayyangar—I understand “Ananthasayanam" means eternal sleep—I had hoped 
that ho at least would have come to this hying world and tried to read the 
effecFt, of the Married Women’s Property Act, vta-a-vis the Insurance Law 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittnor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural): I have read a thousand times 

The Honourable Dr. Sir K. Axisul Euque: Well, Sir, this Married Women’s 
Property Act was passed 'n 1874 So far as the substance of the law is con¬ 
cerned, though it was sl’ghtly changed in 1923, it still remains exactly the same 
as ’t was in 1874 I was trying to find out the discussions that took place in 
the legislature in 1874 when that legislation was brought I find that in about 
20 1 nes the whole Bill was passed into law in 1874 We have since changed 
The t me today is not 1874, but it is 1946 What is the effect. Tf my 
Honourable fnend will read the sect'ons of the Married Women’s Property Act 
he will find that if any one insures his life and therein nominates his wfe or 
children to be the representative, they will not have the money easily. The 
effect of the Marr ed Women’s Property Act is s’mply this, that even if he d es 
a premature death, even if the widow be helpless, even if the children have 
nothing else in the worlds the money does not go to them first It must 
im'.nediately go either to the trustee, if he has been nominated by the insured 
or if not, it goes to the official trustee. 

Sxi M. Ananthaaayaium Ayyangar: And then be paid to them 

Hie Honourable Dr. Sir K. AiUul Bnqne: I hope my Honourable friend 
knows the processes through which a party has to go before money can be 

I 
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received from an official trustee. I wimt my Honourable friend to read the 
section If an ins;^ranoe is effected in Bombay then the money will go to the 
Official Trustee m Bombay In other words, if my Honourable fr end Sn 
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar comes to Delhi in connection with his work and he 
insures himself at Delhi, then the Official Trustee of Delhi will get the money, 
no matter where his children or family may be living, they may be livmg in far 
off place—do not know from which district he comes— 

Sri M. AnaathasayanaiiL Ayyangar: On a point of personal explanation. Sir 
There is no time limit to speeches on Bills I should like to correct a mistake 
which my Honourable friend has committed The position is this It goes to 
the Official Trustee He iS a paid official It is his duty to pay to the wife 
and children of the insured 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axicul Huque: L'fe is not so simple as all that 
Life 18 much more complex I may read the section agam 

“When the sum secured by the policy becomes payable, it shall, unless special trustees 
iTe duly appointed to receive and hold the s<une, be paid to, the Offirial Trustee, of the 
ProMnee 111 which the office at which the insuranri> was effected is situate, and shall be 
receiicd ami held by him upon tlio tiiists expi^KM^ the policy, or such of them as then 
exisliii){ ” 

If you want to develop insurance, if you do not want to clog it with difficulties, 
if you want insur.inec companies to make prompt payments all you have to do 
IS lo give all facilities to the insurance companies for prompt payments In 
this case what happens? A man insures his life, after his death the insurance 
company cannot give the money to his widow or his children even though they 
rnay be nominated because it has to be paid by the Official Trustee Sir, I 
have some experience of how money is to he received from the Official Trustee 
He is not usually satisfied by a mere petition to him He is an officer of the 
High Ooiirt and lie has to arm himself with legal authority I do not know if 
my Honourable friend is a lawyer but I am a lawyer and I know whai difficulties 
there can be for a layman in getting that money through the Official Trustee 
The whole principle of the amendment which was sought m the 1938 Act was 
to make it possible for every man to insure his life, and if he docs and is no 
longer living at the time the money becomes due, to make it easv for the 
liommatcd representative to get money from the company without d fficulty, 
without going to court and without gomg to the Official Trustee After all if 
r give rnv money to my Honourable friend Mr Oriffiths, he ivill get it beeaiise 
the Mamed Women’s Property Act will not come in; but if I give it to my 
own child he will have to go to the Official Tirustee I do not know why this 
difficulty should be there In fact those who are in the business of insurance 
will agree that this puts more difficulty into the working of life insurance com¬ 
panies in India Men will not nominate because they know that perchance 
there will be difficulty for the children to get that money Hat was the report 
of Mr Sen’s Committee and that was the report of the Select Committee; that 
was the principle aimed at But the language is such that it is not free from 
ambiguity and we want to make it clear that this should be there. It is not 
with a view to do anything else, and it will be for the House to fully consider 
what effect it will have, after hearing both sides of the question 

I said, this once before and all these points I have returned to again and 
therefore my Honourable friend’s ailment about changing his lady-love is 
wholly immaterial He might change his lady-love and I wil> not object to it 
But this question has to be examined as to what effect it is going to have on 
his own wife and children, so far as the law is concerned 

As regards the question of the Superintendent being a non-actuary, I said 
definitely in my speech that he will be either from the services or from the public* 
life of this country, Dike the proverbial b’rd my friends have selected the first 
part^ and have omitted the second part And even there some of them are so 
patriotic that they have included the word “Indian” where I only said “ser¬ 
vices ^. I never meant the Indian GivU Service There are very manv services 
in this country; in fact it is a certain amount of specialised‘knowledge 
will be neoesBi^; but I do not want tniiAi. fii- rno 
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man certainly he also will be considered, but my fnend cannot get any more 
assurance than that and it is not my mtention to confine it t(|||^the I.C 8. 

Sir, I do not think 1 need argue on all the other points which my Honourable- 
fnends have raised As I said, this is a simple Bill which has been considered 
in several stages I have full sympathy with my Honourable friend Ifrof. 
Banga. Like him I also do not like monkey business and 1 do not like monkeys 
also 1 feel tliat in a matter like this we ought to take all questions into 
senous consideration. 1 appeal to the House once again, my sole mtention la 
to get the affairs of the insurance business corrected If my Honourable 
friends raise any other questions I ivill have them exammed; and 1 will publicly 
give tins assurance here that if m the admin stration of the Insurance Act— 
short of bringing in a Bill wh ch 1 cannot immediately do, about nationalisation 
—defects arise in the ,idinin stration o^ tho Act which any llonouiable Member 
feels should be rectified, I will li.ive the question ex.unmcd in tlie department, 
and I will not hesitate, if T am in my place, to bring in a Bill witli a view to 
remedying them , 

Mr. President: The question is 

“'I'hat tho liill Iw rofciicil tt> a Select (’oinmittee lOiisiRting of the Honouiahle tho 
Gommerte Member, tho Itoiioui.ilile the Law Member, Mr L S Vaidyanathan, Mr Abdur 
K.ihiri.in Siddiqi, .Mr T Ghapmau-Muitimer, Mr Ah Aeghar Khnn, Pandit Oomih] Mal.ivi}.t, 
Shri Sii Prakaan, Sn M An.anthaaayatMm Aycangar, Mr Kbrahim llaroon Joifer, 
Haji Abdiia Sattar Baji Ishaq Seth, Mr Leslie Gwilt and Shri Satya Narayan Sinha, with 
inatruetioiis to report by the 14th hebniary 1946, and tliat the number of members wlioao 
proaence ah.ill be necesaaiy to conatitute .a meeting of tbe (’ommiltec shall bo five” 

The motion was adopted 

WOllKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Hr. B. B. Aznbedkar (Labour Mcniber) Sir, I move 

"That the Bill further to amend the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923, be taken into- 
consideration ” 

This 18 a very simple Bill and the purpose of tho Bill is to rectify an 
injustice caused in the present circumstances to a workman ivho is drawing 
Bs 300 as his wages As Honourable Members arc perhaps avi’iire, under 
the definition of a "workman” in the Workmen's Coinpeiibation Act the right 
to eompensaiion is limited to those workmen who dr,w up to Ri 300 as 
then wages Before the war it was possible for everv workman w'ho drew 
Rs 300 as Ins wages to get the benefit of this Act Since the introduction of 
War allow'anees and other measures sueh ns the grant of dearness allowance, 
bonuses, good eoiuluct pay and other payments which have been granted to 
the workmen what has happened la that a w-orkmaii who formerly got com¬ 
pensation IS now deprived of that compensation beeausc his wages como to 
more than Rs. 300 This is due to the reason thafy under the defimiaon of the 
term “wages” as given m the Workmen’s Compensation Act all that extra 
remuneration which the workman gets other than wages is regarded as part of 
his wages for the purpose of computing his compensation The resuH is that 
a workman who formerly was to get compensation now does not get it The 
Bill seeks to protect such a workman by increasing the maximum monthly 
wages from Rs 800 to Rs 400 Tho Bill therefore has two provisions in it 
one is to amend the definition of tbe workmen sd that instead of limiting 
the wages to 300; it raises to 400; and, secondlv, to amend schedule IV to 
the Art which prescribes the compensation which a workman is entitled to 
get for death, permanent total disability and temporary disability. 

As T said, Sir, the Bill is a very simple measure It merely copies what 
*ha8 actually been done in Great Britain There too in order to protect the 
rights of a workman who orignallv got compensation, the limit of wages has 
been raised from £350 to 425 The Bfil is not only a simple measure, but, 
it is also a non-contentions measure The Provinces have been consulted 
with regard to the provisions of this Bill and they have unanimously agreed 
to the amendments which are made by this Bill ‘ The proposal also was put 
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forth before the Standing Labour Committee and there too it has secured the 
unanimous approval of all members of the Committee Sir, 1 do not thmk 
1 need expatiate at aivery great length on the provisions of this Bill With 
these observations, Sir, X move. 

Mr. President: Motion moved. 

“That the Bill further to amend the Workmeu’e Compeneatioii Art, 1923, be taken into 
consideration " 

S]t. N. V. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division. Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
I welcome this Bill, but 1 want to brmg one fact to the notice of the 
Honourable Meiiibei in charge Schedule IV was first enacted along with the 
Act of il)'23 and in 1U;J3 it svas revised and brought up-to-d-ile m order to 
make the coiiipeiisatioii adequate with the level of piiccs 1 thmk the time 
has again conic to icvise the entire schedule and make it consistent with the 
level of prices, that is the jiuiiit which 1 want to bring to the notice of the 
Honouiab'e Member Jleyond that J have nothing to bay I think it is a 
matter on which evciybody will agiee 

^r. S. Ouruswami (Nominated Non-Offioul) 1 also welcome this Bill not 
because it goes ns f.ir as it should, but as I am a believer in the saying that, 
"A bird in liand is better than two iii the bush.' 

In 1931, the Whitley Conimission made recommendations legardmg the 
scales of compcnsution that should be given to various classes of workmen. 
If that rcLominendatioii had been implemented, there would ha\e been no 
necessity for introducing a new Schedule which gives a compensation of 
Bs 4,600 in fatal cases and a compensation of Rs 6,300 for permanent 
disablement But, us the Honourable Member explained, m that*it seeks 
to extend the wage class of the workmen by extondmg the scope of the 
measure to those getting lls. 400 on the hncs of the iegis'ation recently passed 
in Great Britain, it is an important step winch I welcome, but I would have 
wished the Honourable Member to have rectified a defect iii this Bill, namely, 
not giving what the Whitley Commission had recommended for those drawing 
between Rs 200 and Rs 300 The Whitley Cominissiou rocornmctided that 
in case of dctilh the ilepondorits of those workmen who get between Rs 200 
and Rs 300 should get an amount equivalent to Rs 4,.‘>00 which is now 
sought to be given to those getting only ubove Rs 300 

Tliere is also the necessity, as Mi*. Gadgil has pointed out, of revising the 
scales of coiiipeiisatioii. TJie liiternnlioual Laboui Ooiifereiice recommenda¬ 
tion on tlu subject is to give comxieusatiou for two-thirrls of the loss of 
earning capacity Here it is usually 30 per cent and tor higher wage 
classes, us iii the case of men drawing about Rs 300, it is about 20 to 30 
per cent Secondly, Sir, iii regard to civil servants, who are governed by 
Civil Service Regu'ations, coiiipeiisation given under those regulations in 
respect of those who do not come under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
and draw higher pay is about 50 per cent of the loss of earning capacity 
Therefore, I do hope the Honourable Member will take steps to draw up a 
revised schedule of compensation But while he may take sometime for 
doing so, I give him my fullest support m the beneficial measure which he 
has sought to introduce today. 

Ito. Fnsldent: I find that the Honourable Mr Jaffer has two amendments 
standing in his name 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haioon Jafler (Bombay Southern DiVision * Muham¬ 
madan Rural) Sir, I do not propose to move these amendments. 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That the Bill farther to amend the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923, be taken into 
consideration," 

The motion was adopted 

Clauses 2 and 8 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 
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Mvuwiuiiiiia lir. n. M, abudmiut: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be passed ” 

Ml. Presiduit: Motion inovoc^. 

That the BiU be passed " 

Fiof. N. 0. i»-<tnga. (Guntur cum Ncllore: Non-Muhammadan Bural): Sir, 

I am in agreement with tlio 13ill ns such, but I wish to make one suggestion 
to my Honour.il)lc friend, that as in England so also in this country, he 
should tr 3 to take the earliest possible oiiportuiiiU of bringing another auiend- 
mg Bill with greater scope to amend Schedule IV in order to raise the scales 
of comiiensation to cover the maintenance ot the families of disab'ed people. 
My lloMourable friend has refeired to the English precedent I wish to draw 
bis attention to one document entitled “Soci.il Insurance Part JI— Work¬ 
men 6 Cinnpensation”, published bv the British Government I will only 
read a sentence or two from part (ii) of nmagraph 8 

“(lO Dunne the present war the wcekU rompenoatum has been increased by the eddi- 
ijon of flat rate allowances under the Arts mentioned in paragraph 7 above. The effect of 
these .illow.mces is to bring the ninxiinum for total incapaiit^ m the rase of the single man 
ap to a week dining,the hist thiiteeii weeks, and 40 h theieafter, and in the case oi the 
married man up to 4Qs during the first thirteen weeks, and 50s thereafter A man with 
children also gels an nllowance of 5s a week in lesppet of each child under 15 years of 
age, or up to the Slot Jiil} next following the 16tli birthdac if still at school ” 

So J would like him to fol'ow this example and try to bring forward 
anollier Bill with a inoio salisfactoiy Schedule TV One more suggestion I 
have ahoodx made it before the Honoumble Member came to this House ond 
that is that he should bring forward a Workmen’s Compensation Bill if 
necessaiv not us an .'inicndineiit to this, even ns an independent Bill, to 
bring witljm the ‘scope of this workmen’s compensation administration the 
permanent ngnciiltnrnl labour, nnniolv. those who arc employed for one month 
or moic and. especially those w’ho nie eniploxcd on annual contracts I trust 
that the Honourable Member will consider these suggestions favourably 
Mr. President: Has liie Honourable Member anything to say’ 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: As I said this Bill is brought forward 
for the purpose of rectifying the injustice done to a part'cular class of work¬ 
men Ii IS not a Bill wh ch is intended to do anything more than that All 
that T (.{Ml at this stage is that 1 sluiM bear the points that have been 
rn.idc li\ in\ Honouiablo fnciuls who have spoktn on this Bill and see whether 
nomething (an be done in order to give effect to the suggestions that they 
nave made I might tell the House that we have in contemplation a Bill 
Wrhich deals with State insurance, w’hich will include sickness insurance, 
workmen’s compensation, maternity benefit, more or less on the lines of the 
social security measure adumbrated in England, and I think my friends will 
find that some of the suggestions, namely that the alteration of the system of 
lump-sum paiments into periodical payments are being carried out in that 
measure 

Mr. Freddent: The question is 

“That the Bill bo paaaed '* 

The motion was adopted 


, INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Wie Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar (Labour Member) Sir, T move* 
“That the Bill fnrtlipi to .inipnrl the In*lnn Mines Act, 1923, be taken into consideration ’’ 
Tins Bill IS a very simple measure 

[At th’s stage, Mr President vacated the Chair which was then occupied 
I.\ Mr Deputy President (Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan)]. 

The purport of the Bi’l is to impose an obligation upon the mine owners 
to provide pit-head baths “equipped with shower baths and locker-rooms for 
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the use of men employed in mines and of similar and separate places aa> 
rooms for the use of women in mines where women are employed und foi 
prescribing either gei^rally or witli particular reference to the numbers ol 
of men und wonieii ordinurily einpiu^ed m u mine, the number and standards 
of such places and rooms ” 1 do not think there can be any dispute as 
regards the necessity of providing pit-head baths. It is bound to improve the 
self-respect of the miner and I am sure about it that it is very desirab'e that 
he should return home a clean person, if possible with clean clothes. This 
measure has been considered by the Coal Mines Advisory Committee which 
has been appointed by (ioveriirncnt in order to administer the Coal Mines 
Welfare Fund The Committee has unanimously accepted the proposal that 
pit-head baths should be an obligation of the colliery owners. In order to 
give^ effect to it, the Bill provides that under the rule-rnaking power which 
18 given to the Government of India under section 30 of the Mines Act, thf 
Government shall have the power to make a rule prescribing pit-head hatl 
That 18 the mam purpose of the Bill 

JJ'he second clause of the Bill dues nothing mure thui^ exempt Goverumen 
from following the usual procedure m the muttei of making ruies under the 
Coal Mines Act which arc presiiibed by Section 31 Section dt says that 
any rules made under the Act shall be thst ])ublished and then passed We 
wish to e.xempt the rules that we propon to make under the provisions of 
this 13ill from the provision of previous pubhcatiou prescribed 

under Section 31 The reason for piovidmg such exemption is that 
we aio very anxious that this liability not onl^ should be imposed. 
but should be earned out ininicdiutelv, we wish to avoid delay 
In fact, 1 might tell the l£oii«c that the Government are so anxiou% to have 
tins system of pit-head baths auiodiued in ill coil mines iir'inedi.i'elv that 
Go\einmeul tliemscKes have made a piov'sKm b\ Alueli tlu‘, are prepared 
to olfer ten per cent of the (ajutai »*ost ot tlm b.ith*> to coll'ei^ ounei-. il they 
underl.ike to provide sovli b.itlis witlim twelve montlis In cnlci that this 
^ mav be dune, we do not pioposo to have these iu'c'» snbjectel to 

llio piovihioii ot Section 31 The Hill is so i sseutial and so -sUi pie 
and so non-contioversial, that the House will aeeejit it without much .ido 
Sir, I move 

Mr. Deputy President Mucioi moved 

"'Hut the Jiill lurthei to amciul the liuluii Alines Act, 1923, bu taken into consideiatioii ' 
Prof. N. O. Kaoga (Guntur i u//t ^elloie ^ou-Aluliaminadan liural) I 
urn wiiulcheurledly in favour of thi«> Bill 1 am glad that my iionourabie 
friend has brought it forward It ib a small icfoim but un esbCiitial one It 
should liuvo been made by the Govoniineul a lung time ago It givcb me 
pleasure to record the luet, timt ever siuec luy Honourable ftioud has become 
the Labour Member he has been trying hib best to quickcu the pace of labour 
legisluliun, especially in lugaid to out mdustriul labour But 1 cannot con¬ 
gratulate him upon naving fathered soine-ouc else's baby in introducing women 
into our mines 1 do not know whether he has stopped their working in the 
mines They said they wore going to stop it from the Ist of February but I 
wanted a definite assurance on the flooi of this House because the old adage 

goes—"There s many a slip.” 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar; .My ITonourviblc fiiend is nut .twure 
that there is a Gazette notification. 

SJt. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
It can be nlfeivd by another notification i 

Prof. K. O. Banga: Now that the b’ack record is removed, 1 am glad to 
associate myself with my Honourable friend in support of this Bill 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) The thing that is worrying me is the temperature of the water Will 
it be hot, or cold? If after a whole day’s work, the Honourable ^Icmber 
supplies very cold water to the miners and insists on their bathing in it, the 
result may be serious accidents; and then the Honourable Member may come 
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out with the provisions of the BiU that we have just passed and ask for oom- 
oensation not for any fault on the part of the mine-oij'nera but because the 
law itself IS defective. I believe therefore it would be safe for all oonoemw 
if the Honourable Member would add a schedule to this Act prescnbmg the 
temperature of the water in which the mmers will bathe at various times of 
ihe year and in various parts of the country 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: It will be left to the miner Some 
may want hot water and some cold water 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division Non-Muhammadan). 
I represent the colliery area I therefore congratulate the Honourable 
Member for Labour on the introduction of this Bill. This is the first time in 
my legislative life in this country that the Government has begun to care for 
the self-respect of the labourer Of course, in this measure we have got 
nothmg to discuss We only congratulate the Honourable Member and ask 
him to conic forward with some other measures for the benefit of the labourers 
m respect of all these things With these words T support the Bill ' 
Pandit Oovmd Malaviya (Allahabad and Jliansi Divisions Non-Miiham- 
madiin Rural) I want to know one thing, Sir The Honourable Member 
remarked just now that Government wouM he prepared to pay ten per cent 
of the cost of these shower baths I do not want to sav anything either in 
favour or against it T just want to know what that exactly means and what 
has prompted the move on the part of the Government’ Can’t the mine 
owners he made to foot the bill for these baths themselves’ 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: We want to hasten tins thing and 
that is why wo offer this kind of encouragement, that if a mine owner does 
construct these baths w'sthm twelve months from a given date he will get 
this concesss on Otherwise, he will not get it and he will have to do it at 
his own cost 

Pandit Oovind Halayiya: WiU not that purjiose be served if it were laid 
down that Ihi mine owners shall get those baths readv within twelve 
monlha 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: \Vc must give some lime 
Pandit Oovind Malaviya: Say twelve months 

Mr. Abdur Bakrnan Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muli.iiiiinadan 
I’rhan) Sir I am lather surprised Ihat the Iloiiouiable Member for Labour 
hills Ihouglit III sliowei batlis only Our country has different methods of 

bathing (leiierally wc sit by the side of a river or a nullah or a pond or 

pool and taki- our baths there Wliy is this special English system being 
brought into the (ouiitiy’ There must be some scientific reason for it 

The second point that 1 shou'd like to mention is that if the mine owners 
do not do wh.it he wauls them to do, w'hat then is the remedy? Is there any 

punishment for them’ Can they be fined, or can we force these people to 

have these sliowei baths fixed up? 

Out muiiiig brotlieis and sisters are definitely poor people To teach them 
how' to take a hath is an easy affair but where will they get the soap from? 
Will the noiioiirable tlie Labour Member consider, when making the byelaws 
and lilies, which he does not wish to be made public now, the problem of 
supplying the^e peop’e with soaps? Sir, to me the whole basis of the sug¬ 
gestion made appears that because somebody stands on his head in London, 
therefon’ we iii India shall not be considered civilised unless wc do the same. 
If you gi\o them this shower hath, give them soap also 
An Honourable Member: What about n towel? 

Mr. Abdur Bahmaa Siddiqi: There are many other things which the mine 
owners should he forced to do I hope when the ru’es are being framed all 
these points will bo taken into consideration else the poor mine worker with 
his dirty dhoty, have his bath, put on the same dirty dhoty and go back 
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home to his wife and children as dirty as he was in the morning. Therefore, 
8 ir, I am anxious that instead of the ten per cent, bemg given to the mme 
owners to help them or to encourage them or to induce them to construct 
these shower bat^, let the Government give to the mine owners that ten 
per cent, for supplying soaps, cleaner dhoties, towels and other amenities. 
That will be a better service for that will teach our mining countrymen the 
need for cleanliness 

Shrimati Ammu Swamlnadhan (Madras City Non-Muhammadau Urban). 
8 ir, I quite agree with my Honouiuble friend, Mr. Siddiqui, when he said 
that wc in India.are not used to shower baths and it would be better to start 
by giving something that our people are used to I do not say that they 
should have a river nearby or a tank but 1 do feel that if ordinary tups are 
introduced instead of shoAers, perhaps taps aie easier to get and it w'ould not 
be quite so distant a date when these things will be introduced Showers 
may be rather ddlieu't to get—1 do not know where they are made, but they 
may be more difficult to get than ordinaiy taps and I feel that if you intro¬ 
duce certain new and modem methods, the> may not use them at all There 
••is that difficulty With regard to the women's batlv rooms that the Honour¬ 
able Mernhei spoke about 1 foci Hut it vvould be better for the women to 
have bath rooms more or loss on the old Indian stylo but with running water 
in the taps and all other things that the\ are iiRod to such as ii stone for 
washing clothes, etc T also feel that there should be some time limit given 
to the mini' owners with regard to those bath rooms, as to when thev should 
be ready, as otherwise 1 am sure thev (mme owners) will tike a very long 
time and would naturally wait to see whether thev shotnd spend all this 
money or not With these words 1 support the Hono'irsble Member’s 
motion • 

Hr. P. J. Orifflths (Assam European) Sir, ps regards hqjtbmg facilities it 
would be better to leave it to the Government at the time of framing the rules 
to mention the alternative forms of bathing facilities and to go into further 
details 

Shri Sri Prakasa: That may mean sunbath' 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: S r, I did not think that my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr Siddiqui, would be so mueb perturbed,—ho is not here in the 
House just now—by the shower baths But T wou’d like to tell the House that 
the question whether there should be shower baths or not is not an idiosyncracy 
on the part of the Government or tbeir own innovation There is. as T told 
the House, an Advisory Committee, representative of eoal miners, coal owners, 
repriRciitative of the (neiigal Government and Bibar Go\ eminent, W'Hich advise 
Government in the matter of the administration of what is called the Coal 
Miners’ Welfare Fund This question of the sort of baths that should be pro¬ 
vided was put before the Committee and T w’ould like to tell the House that in 
this Committee there are not only representatives of trade unions, but there 
are representatives nctunllv of workmen and workw’omen There is one re¬ 
presentative of actual coal miners and there is one representative of women 
miners and it is with their unanimous assent that Government decided to have 
shower baths 

So far ns T am able to see, 1 should have thought that a show'er bath w’ould 
be far more effective in the matter of cleaning the person of a worker m coal 
mines than immersion in water or holding oneself under a igiinning tap T may 
also further add that this decision of having shower baths w’ns taken bv Gov¬ 
ernment ns a result of the experience of Messrs Tata Iron and Steel Co , Ltd , 
at their colliery in Bigboi These shower baths have been in existence for a 
considerable time there and to our great satisfaction we found that the workers 
were making very good use of the shower baths and that thev had no sort*of 
objection ot all With regard to the question of soap. T can give the assurance 
to the House that we do intend to provide soap to everv miner under certain 
re>nilations, and T think the House need have no anxiety on that account. I 
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hope this will satisfy Honouroble Members An Honourable Member said that 
this IS merely a declaration and that there is no penalty. 12 the Honourable 
Member concerned wore to lefcr to section 89, he will find thj^^that is a general 
penalty clause ivhich iniposes penalties 


Prol. N. O. Banga: There is only one little difficulty in regard to women. 
They do not want tlioii hair also to be washed with mere water they may re¬ 
quire oil or something 

The Honourable Dr. B. B Ambedkar: They may be provided with caps 
Mr. Deputy President: The question is 

"That the Bill further to amend the Indian Minen Act. 1923, be taken into oor^ deration.” 
The motion was adopted * 

Clauses 2 and 8 were added to the Bill 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 


The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: Sir, 1 move 

"That the Bill be passed " 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is 

“That the Bill be passed ** 

Tlic motion w.ns adopted 


PHAEMACY BILL 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulanam (Seercl.uv, Health Depottment) Si:, I move 

"'I tint the B.ll to rosul.iti. the piofession of plwiinacj bo loftiioil to a Solort Committeo 
ronsistiiiif ol Ibii B.iliadni 1) "M BlMlt.ulianja l)i 1’ O SuUnki, Mr K L (’ (iwilt, 
Sir >lnss.ui Snhi.iviaidy S\ed (lliiilam Btiik NairniiK, Dt <• V Deslimukli, Pandit Thakur 
Dns liliaiiiava, Paiidit" Balki imIhi.i Sliaiiii.i .uid the Mw\ti with iiistiuctions to roxioit on or 
Woie Iho 25l1i Kebriiaiy, 1946, and that the numbet of niembeis whose prosonoe shall be 
necesB.ii V to constitute a meitiiig of tlio Committee shall bo five " 

This Mill liiis liL'cn biought foiwaid in response to a demand made on several 
occasions III this House, .md by professional organisations outside the House, 
for legislation to regulate the piofession and practice of phannacy As the 
House is .vw.iie, at piesenl Ihe pi.uiice of pharTriaey is largely in the hands of a 
class known ns eompoundors, some trained and some untrained The profession 
13 not organised, there is no jirovision for legislration, and untrained persons can 
undert.iki* the responsible uork of compounding and dispensing medicines with¬ 
out restnctiojj Such li.lining as is given by Proviiieial Govermneiits, mainly 
to persons ivbo are to lie employed in hospitals, is generally recognis;^ to be 
inadequate When the Drugs Bill was before this House, an undertaking waa 
givei on behalf of the Government that thev would address Provincial Govern¬ 
ments on the question of legislation to control the pliarmacy profession Pro¬ 
vincial Governments were addressed at that time, but before the drafting of the 
legislation could be completed, serious war developments occurred and it was 
decided to iiostpone further action until the situation improved All Provincial 
Governments have now agreed to Central legislation on this subject, and this 
Bill has been prepared m consultation with them 

Tn most countries it is now recognised that the compounding and dispensing 
of medicines and the handling of jiatent drusis is a respnnsibilitv w'hich should 
not be entrusted to untrained persons Tn almost every country there is an 
organised pharmneeutical profession consisting of members who havte been 
trained and registered according to the requirements of the law. In India the 
need for such regulation is increasingly urgent owing to the forthcoming insti¬ 
tution of a sv'item of control of drug standards However detailed the legal 
provisions may be and however stringent the inspection and supervision, the 
control cannot be fullv efleetive unless there is available a body of pharmacists 
who can be relied on by reason of their education and training to exercise care 
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and responsibility in the dispensing and handling of drugs. Buies and regula¬ 
tions are no substitute for a responsible organised profession, with professional 
standards of conduct and professional control A committee appointed by the 
Bengal GovemmenfS went so far as to describe the present position as ‘a public 
danger and a crying evil which is sapping the very foundations of public health' 
and medical practice’ I think, therefore, that, whatever differOTces of opinion 
there may be on matters of detail, the House will agree that in prmciple thia 
Bill IS a necessary and a non-controversial measure. 

Turning now to the general provisions of the Bill, it will be observed that it 
follows generally the lines of similar legislation relating to the medical profes¬ 
sion. It IS proposed that there should be an All India Council, which will be 
responsible for laying down the standards of education for pharmacists,^ and* 
provincial councils which will be responsible for the maintenance of registeia 
and will adjudicate on matters of professional discipline It will inevitably 
take some time to provide the necessary educational facilities for these improve¬ 
ments in education, and the date of enforcement of the new standards of train¬ 
ing to be laid down by the new All India Council has been left to Provincial 
Governments In the meantime a register will be prepared and persons who 
have received training as compoimders or have acquired a certain standard of 
competence will be brought on the register. It is proposed to empower Pro¬ 
vincial Governments to prohibit the dispensing of drugs hv unregistered persons, 
hut the Bill does not place any restrictions on the compounding and dispensing 
of medicine by a medical practitioner for his own patients 

Finally, the Bill does not apply to the dispensing of medicines under the 
Indian svatems of medicine but only to the dispensing of prescriptions of practi¬ 
tioners having qualifications recognised under the Medical Acts 

There are a number of amendments on the paper suggesting that the Bill 
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion The Bill was published on the 
8 th Beeomber and it has ehcifod a considerable degree of support from profes¬ 
sional associations The Indian Pharmaceutical Association, the Bengal 
Pharmaceutical Association, the Indian Chemical Manufacturers Association, 
the Private Dispensers Association, Amritsar, and the All-India Compounders 
and Dispensers Association are among the bodies who have welcomed the Bill 
If, however, the House feels that it is desirable to give more time to those 
interested m the measure to formulate their views, Government will have no 
objection to such a course Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy President: Motion moved: 

"Tlmt thvi Bill to rognlato the profession of pharmacy be referred to a Select Committee 
roiisisting of Rai Bahadur D M Bhattacharyya, Dr P G Solanki, Mr E L C Gwilt, 
Sir Hassan Suhrawardy, Syed Ghulam Bluk Nairang, Dr G V Deshmukh, Pandit Thakur 
Das Bhargava, Pandit Balknshna Shaima and the Mover with instructions to report on or 
before the 25th February, 1946, and that the number of members whose presence ehall be- 
necessary to constitnte a meeting of the Committee ehall be five ’’ 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haroon Jailer (Bombay Southern Division Muham¬ 
madan Bural) Sir, I move* 

“That the Bill Im circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon "■ 
and with vour permission I will add the w(»ds, 

“by the end of June 1946 ” 

I do not wish to go into the merits of this Bill It is an important measuie- 
that is coming up and I would suggest that nothing will be lost if we circulate- 
the Bill for public opinion After all this Bill has not been before the country. 
We shall lose nothing if we wait for four months It is an important Bill because 
regulates tiie profession of pharmacy and the pharmaceutical councils. The 
Honourable Member has received certain views from certain quarters but I 
feel that it is not enough We should certainly do it on an all-India basis- 
Let us invite opinions from all quarters, sit together and then come to a flnak 
deeision. I hope the House will support my amendment. 
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Xr. Deputy PresideiLt: Amendment meved 

"That the Bill be circulated for the purpoee of eliciting opinion thereon by the end of 
Jnne 1946*’ 

Dr. D. V. Deehmuldi (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan Urban)* Sir, 1 
move 

‘ That the Bill bo circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by Tuesday, 
•the 30th April, 1946 ’’ 

Let not my amendment be construed in the light that I want to delay this 
kind of legislation I do not want to delay this kind of legislation but I want to 
improve and better it If T explain to you how I look at this Bill, you will see 
the difference between my aims and objects and the motive with which this 
Bill has been brought forward His idea of the profession of pharmacy seems 
to me to bo only this—if you can supply a better type of compounders and a 
better type of those persons who can mix medicines, that is all that is wanted 
■for the purpose of pharmnev My idea of pharmacy is very different I think 
pharmacy, m other woijds dispensing of drugs, in other words purity of drugff, 
in other wodrs the production of drugs, in other words, health, T may go further 
and say, the health of the nation—^all these ore inter-conneeted subjects and 
therefore merely to come forward before the people’s representatives and tell 
them that you arc doing something terribly important in the interests of the 
public and put forward a Bill like this is worse than nsoless If this Bill is 
taken in its isolated form T personally would not have paid attention to it but 
looking at this Bill ns the first very delayed and very weak measure to open on 
our health front the war against disease and death. T am willing to take interest 
in this Urffortunately this is a subject with which this House is not very con¬ 
versant and tljereforo in order to give my colleagues and friends a better idea 
of the Bill. T propose to deal with this unfamiliar subject to this House in the 
light of what is the background, what is the importance of the subject, how 
other countries have solved it and what are the things that wc should do about it 

To begin with, see how this so-called profession of pharmacy con be looked 
at from the higher point of view and from the real point of view Let me draw 
the attention of the Honourable Members to the legislation on pharmacy in 
Great Britain itself This subicct is not new T would sav that similar and 
better legislation should have been undertaken by this Government long time 
ago \s earlv ns IR'52 a similar Bill, an Act of Pharmacy, was passed in Great 
Britain Therefore there is .absolutely no justification for the Government here 
to come and say that this is a new measure and that they knew nothing about 
it What were the aims and objects of that Bill in Great Britain ns early as 
18.529 The object of that Pharmacy Bill was safety of the public, not merely 
proyiding competent compounders to the medical practitioners and not only a 
knowledge of mixing of medicines but also a competent knowledge of pharmaceu¬ 
tical chemistry was necessary That is the idea behind Pharmacy Bills 
'If you want to have competent pharmacies, then they must not only mix 
medicine but they should have pharmaceutical knowledge In other words, 
they ought to know production and piiritv of manufacture of drugs Side by 
side with that they should keep the ideal of the health of the people before 
them Compare with that the aims and objects of the Bill which has been 
brought forward now It is stated here *it is desirable that, as in most other 
countries onlv ifersons who have attained a minimum standard of professional 
education should be permitted, etc * 

See the difference in -the aims and objects of the legislation in Great Britain 
^and legislation proposed here, even in non-controversial matters like the health 
of this country The aim here is the minimum standard of professional educa¬ 
tion After all this Bill is being brought forward for the* sake of the health of 
the country and vou are going to be satisfied with a minimum standard of pro- 
'fessional education 
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Sir, thiR reminds me of a very similar measure that I took considerable part 
in, namely, the Alf-India Medical Council Bill. There, again, what did you have? 
A minimum standard of professional qualifications And here you* will be 
satisfied with the minimum standard That means you will put up with meffi- 
ciency That means you do not want anything first-rate here All that you 
want IS some excuse that we are in India and that we are doing all that we 
can for the public My object in supporting a measure like this is not this 1 
will not be satisfied with the minimum standards I want the very best that 
I can have in the whole world provided T can afford it And I know that I can 
afford it In fact, T can afford much more than Great Britain can at the present 
time I belong to a creditor country and not a debtor country and> as such, why 
should I not expect besj; of things in health and otherwise for my people What 
IS the other aim and object^ Whereas the aim and object in Great Britain is 
competent public health and competent plLsrinaceutical knowledge, what is the 
aim here’ It is interesting Thev say 


"It IS finther i.ioposed to empower ProMiici.-il fSoAoinments to prohibit the dispensing 
of medicine on the prescription of .i medical nrnctitionei otherwise than b> or under the 
direct and personal supervision of .a registered pharmacisif . , i i j t 

Whereas there the pharmaev laws wanted a competent knowledge of 
pharmaceutical ehemistrv, which means, as T said, the manufacture of drugs, 
here my Government for better or for worse is satisfied in respect of a good 
pharmaceutical knowledge with only gi\nig jnst sufficient knowledge, so that 
thev can mix up medicines Therefore, from this point of view T do not think 
that the Bill should be sent stmigbtawav to the Select Committee and that 
there is nothing more that we can loam from the public opinion 

At the present time the opinion in tl e (onntn mid ceitmnK^in m\ jirofession 
IB that we are all out to do the best we can for the preservation of health and 
for the w’elfare of our country What is the condition of health in India’ Let 
me give vou some figures from the Health Section of the League of Nations and 
they will stagger you It is astonishing how much apathy thoie Is in my own 
countrymen with regard to the public health m this country 

Sir. a few' millions are killed and maimed in a w'ar, whether it is the first 
World War or the second Global World Wni and not only Europe but Asia 
and also our eounlrv are in a great excitement o\er the terrible calamities that 
have happened and of the great mortality that has occurred And although 
from day to day men are dying from verv common diseases in this e,ountry, 
vet we do not seem to pay any attention to it Take, for instance, malaria onl.y 
The figures that T am going to give are not m.y figures; I have got them from 
the riealth Section of the League of Nations T)oes anybody know w’hat is 
the mortality from malaria in India? It is a million and a half Fifteen lakhs 
of people die from malaria every year Then, take the figures of those corres¬ 
ponding to the injured on the battle-field I mean those who are afflicted with 
malaria but do not die and whom vou could compare with the injured on the 
battle-field Their number is not less than 100 millions ner year That is the 
figure which you can attribute to one disease, malaria, only 


Two years ago when I came here on the food question* I said that food famine 
was a man-made fnrnine Many people in the country criticised me for having 
said that and thev said that I had coined a new word I still believe that iiie 
famine then was a man-made famine I did not take part in the food debates, 
but I still believe that instead of procurement, distribution, control, rationing 
and all that in the last five years, if the Government orithe Food Department 
had gone about its business properly, that is, for the proper production of food, 
proper fertilizers, proper utilisation of water supply in this country, then we 
would not have had the occasion to go about whining to other people and ask¬ 
ing them to give us more food Bv this time, as is the case with the nations of 
Europe, w'e could have easily increased our food supply by ten-fold and today 
we^ would not have been in the helpless position in which we find ourselves, 
^is is only by way of example Also, in the case of medicines and drugs we 
have a similar man-made epidemic and man-made death-rate and I make bold 
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to'say thut it is so Why ill I say so? The yearly death late of a million and 
a half per year and KX) million ipaimed per year can bo prevented by human, 
efforl Aecoiding to llie same ITealth Section of tlio League o'" Nations, what 
weie the requirements of India with regard to quinine? Four million lbs And 
what was the actual consumption in India of quinine for protection against 
malaria? Sir, T do not think you will believe it and I can be corrected if I am 
wrong, it IB 20.000 lbs 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulsnam: It i^i 200,000 lbs 

Dor. G. V. Deshmukh: I am gbul T have been corrected and I will take his 
figure Even if he increased it ten-fold, he cannot give ,U8 4 million Iba , which 
IB the amount required I blame Government for that and I do not exclude 
the public from the blame All that the Government and the public institutions 
of the country were doing w'as to supply them with 200,000 lbs of quinine. Is 
that a very satisfactory state of thmgs for the Government? Instead of 200,000 
lbs suppose 4 million lbs of quinine had been supplied, is it not possible that 
•vou could have prevented fhis death-rate A few millions are maimed in a 
war which happens once in two generations, but this is happening day after day 
and people are taken nwtiv from this country You had a famine once in 
Bengal, a terrible famine, a famine for which everybody did feel at that tune, 
but I am surprised at the apathy and indifference with which this process had 
been going on with us We look at it with sheer indifference There, again, 
I am ash.imed, not for mvself, but for this Government that when quinine was 
not av.iiliihle w'ns it not possible to prevent the death rate by malaria? There 
is Bueh a thing as utabrm wliieb has been found useful and ii good substitute 
for quinine The price of quinine in ordinary pre-w'or davs was Rs 18 per Ib 
At <he piosent t me ilie priee of quinine is Rs 600 per Ih But what is the 
price of atabrni? Tr. is only 4 slnllmgs per lb or Rs 3 per Ih Now Sir, do 
you know’ what happened with regard to this The Director of (he TTafTlcine 
institute in Bomh.n smit a statement to the Government and also made a 
public stnlernent that we could pioduce all the atnbrin required in this country 
Whereas quinine takes weeks to prepare and its trees take months to grow, this 
process could easily have been utilised and finished withm a few weeks And 
yet wlint do vou think this Government did which comes forw’ard with all these 
futile Bills in the interests of the he.ilth of the eountry? They said that no 
permission could he granted One would like to know why a permission like this 
could not be granted Therefore, what I do say is this If you must hay© 
phariiiaey Bills, then di- soniotliing that is efficient Do somotiuug that wiU 
help tlie health of tlio country, .iiid not only myself but the vvliole of my profes¬ 
sion—1 am conlideiit to tell you—will be behind you. With legard to this 
question, I may t.iiy that tho wliole thing started from the Drugs Enquiry 
Committee of 1930-31 That Couiimttcu went louiid tlie countiy Jf only the 
mbinictions of that Driigb Enquiry Committee had been carried out today, we 
would never have found ourselves in the position that we are finding today. 
The position today m the case of food is expected to get worse, there will be 
complete f.inline In the case of drugs also, I may tell you we are very badly 
off Wo were badly off and even now wc are no better off, yet this Drugs 
Enquiry (kmiinittee made recommendations one of which was to start educa¬ 
tional centres foi ]>1iarnmev Tbit was in 1930 I see the Uonoiirable the 
Moyei of this Motion is trying to I.wk up the Dings Enquiry Cominittc'c leport 
to find out if that is .-o or not T will give him some more infurmatiorr That 
information is they suggested that there should be a training centre for phar- 
maev and for the prepniatioir of diugs not one onlv, but one in each Province. 
Thai! was the recommeudntinii of ihe Drugs Enquirv Committee Yet, whut do 
we find ? The report of the Drugs Enquiry Committee has been completely 
forgotten We heard sometliing about it in 1940 in the shape of the Drugs Act. 
Now, we find this Pharmacy Act in the year of grace 1945 
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Non-Muhammadun Bural) Wo are in 1946 

Dr. O. V. Dedunnldi: J thought T might give the (jovernmcnt a little more 
credit and make it one year earlier In 1946, in every other country you have 
had a Drugs Act and a Pharmacy Act You always have the Pharmacy Act 
and the Drugs Act together Look at England It has been the same— 
Pharmacy and Drugs Act, Pharmacy and Chemist Act Wherever you find me 
two are allied, but here in India you find pharmacy is isolated. Why is the 
subject of pharmacy isolated from its natural connections with pharmaceutical 
chemistry, isolated from, its natural connections with Botany, isolated from all 
its surroundings, so that we in India can merely console ourselves that the Gov¬ 
ernment have given chosen compounders to our medical profession. That is 
why it is to be isolated here I sav it ought not to be so Let this Bill go to 
the public, then the public and mv profession will tell you how this Bill can be 
impro\ed and can be made more u'.efiil for the health of the public As I say 
this is a regrettable story of h'gislation in thi*? counti^^ In 1960-31, we had this 
Drugs Enquiry Committee .'ihoiit nhieh evciything has been forgotten Then, 
in 1940 we had this Dings Act Now. in lOifi wc are going to have this 
Pharmacy Act But there is something more to whu*h I should like to draw 
the attention of Ihe TToiisc and it i«- this In 19.36, the Bombav Government 
tried to jiiiB? I Pharmacy Act The\ appointed a Committee for the Pharmaoy 
Act in 1936 What is of greater importance is they had an education sub- 
committee of this Bombav Government What happened to the report of the 
Pharmnev Committee of the Bombav Government It has not seen the light 
of the da\ T nant to know from the Honourahle Member himself who has 
brought forward this Phnrnmev Act whether he had a look at* this report of the 
Phannaev (\)TnTnittce of the Bombav Government Not onlv did they have a 
Pharmacy Committee, but also thev had an education subject committee of 
the Pharmacy Act T want to know again from the Honourable the Mover 
of the Motion w hether he has had a look at the report of the education suh-com- 
mittee of Phannaev Act It is no good merely coming forward, T think the 
dav IS long past when you can fob off any measure like this and say that Gov- 
erniiieiit. are doing their best The Government have got to do their best, and 
that IS now otherwise thev will have something not very pleasant If the people 
of the country sue to believe that the Government are doing something in return 
for the money they take then the Government should do something decent 
What is the expenditure that the Government have been spending on this? 
T sav there is always the excuse You may say "Oh! it is all very well for 
vou to suggest there should be educational institutions for pharmacy in each 
Province, there should be the Drugs Act and so on, but where is the money to 
come from”? I say money does come Government takes money all right 
from the people From my City of Bombay the Government are taking some¬ 
thing like 100 crores m the shape of income tax, and about 75 to 90 lakhs in 
the shape of excess profits tax When you wanted to prevent a smaller mortality 
on the battlefield, what was your war expenditure per day. I am not ♦■nlking 
about Britain’s war expenditure I think the expenditure of India—I hope my 
Honourable friend will correct me if T am wrong—^was somewhere to the tune 
of about two crores per day Anyway the point is this A day’s expenditure 
which you devote to war can he easily diverted to establishment of pharma¬ 
ceutical colleges or training centres, one in each Province and that would help 
you to erect your health front against the diseases You can fight all diseases 
by setting apart one day’s war expenditure Even there, you have not treated 
fairly the nuhlio in this country. Perhaps the Government mav ask, why ft it 
I am alluding to all these things My idea of this Pharmnev Bill is not merely 
to apply the ointment to my soul that I have done something I want a very 
efficacious measure, and T believe the public will certainly support if the measure 
is good Whv, Sir, in Bombay the other day a certain' gentleman—I believe it 
18 Sir Homi Mehta—gave a donation rf seven lakhs to the Bombay Universitv 
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for the technological section L sa> if the Government would only bnng forward 
decent measures, people will not be wanting who will give doiia'ion for starling 
such training centres If these centres are started all over the country, then 
you cun havo an army of phazTnacoutical chemistb who will be of use to you not 
only us I say in supplying more compounders^ but who will be of great use in 
production of drugs and preventing drag famine in this country 

At this juncture, why have I spoken at such length on this measure’ My 
own pomt ol view is that it should be sent round foi clicitmg public opinion It 
IS very necessary that you should get public opinion on tins measure Going 
through the vuiious provisions of tins Bill, 1 see the whole thing is a huge joke 
You liQve educational regulations mid (‘xaininatioiis and everything in perfect 
paper ordei 1 want, to ask my IToiiouiable liiend where are you going to get 
your students from for this examination Where are you going to teach them’ 
Have you got any institutions now when* you can teach them this pharmacy 
so that you can establish a*standaul of examination wlieie youi professors con 
go and evummo the students 

There are neither piofcssors nor students foi teaching institutions and you 
havo yet a paper-perfect Bill trying to establish u standard of minimum qualifi¬ 
cations You talk about half a doven objeets, putting down how the hoard of 
oxamiTiera is to he constituted, what are gomg to be your educational rules, and 
all that 1 say that at the present stage the whole thing looks to me not only 
as a joke but even better than a joke It may be Hamlet but there is no state 
of Denmark about it And m tlie circumstancea to hurry on with legislation 
like this and snv that this is absolutely non-eontroversial is to show that you 
have got no proper idea as to \.hat a Pharmacy Act means and that you have 
not paid any jiroper attention to whether you have got the equipment, means 
or the iriuterial for the examination, and so on, I will give my Honourable 
friend some little information I do not know if there are very many pharmaoists 
in India either to bo professors or to be examiners I do not think there are 
more than about two dozen pharmacists m the province of Bombay and very likely 
the majority of them are in Bombay city attached to different commercial 
institutions It is not likely that they will give up their lucrative jobs to 
become yirofessors in your newly formed institutions at the present time As X 
said, about students, so far as I know, there are no students in the Bombay 
University I know that in 1930 the Deans of the two Medical Colleges m 
Bombay were asked whether they would take students for pharmaceutical 
chemistry, and they both lionestly and rightly said that they would not because 
they iiad not got the teaching facilities Since then the Department of 
Techiiologv in Bombav did open .% section But what does that section mei\n ’ 
Will that section supply you with students of the type that you want? That is 
a post-graduate course with no better accommodation than for about ten students; 
and they arc working on a course of advanced studios which practically is of no 
use for the purpose of this Bill or for the purpose of the health of this country. 
In the circumstances is it not better that you should start from the beginning 
and with first things first? Is it not better that you should give some little 
attention to whether you should not start your educational centres first, pre¬ 
ferably one in each province if you can, otherwise one at the centre if you are 
short of men, material and finances, and then first educate your yoimg students 
through competent teachers, educate them in the subj'ect in which you want to 
examine them and then come forward with Bills like this asking for a proper 
standard? Sir, it is from that point of view that I speak and not, as I said at 
the beginning, with the intention of delaying legislation No one is more anxious 
than myself and my friends and colleagues in the profession that we should 
havo a decent legislation concerning health. We should also like that what¬ 
ever concerns health should see the light of day as soon as possible 'Phe 
entire medical profession is interested in the Shore Committee’s Health Report. 
We have been on tenter-hooks; we want to know what suggestions were made 
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by the foreign experts that you brought out here. Why is it that that reponj. 
has not yet seen the light of day? We feel that we are more earnestly mterest- 
ed m our health prqbletns than these foreign experts that are brought out here, 
paid for the job, they go round the country, not knowing the local circumstances, 
suggest academical improvements and then go away blammg our country, blam¬ 
ing our people, abusmg our teaching and abusing our institutions. We have 
these experts, we have committees and reports which do not see the light of day 
for years and years, as happened in the case of the Drug Inquiry Committee’s 
report and other reports, and then we are treated to such fatuous IBills. Sir, 
instead of havmg this kind of joke let us bo earnest about it because the question 
involved IS u very serious one The idea scorns to be iJiat foi signers are more 
interested in our health problems than we ourselves are Many things which are 
inaccessible to us are accessible to them This kind of thing should not con¬ 
tinue and I hope will not continue I hope my amendment will be taken m tlie 
right spirit by the Honourable Member who moved the Bill and that he will 
pot be in a hurry to get the report by the 25th February. Even my 30th 
/pril seems to me to bo too early and oven the 30th June seems to be too 
early When you ask for public opinion do not confine it to opinion as to how 
you arc going to have dispensing chemists who mix from one bottle to Ihe 
other The present lot can do that quite well My experience of 30 years 
about tlieso poor ignorant compounders who are now blamed is that they are a 
very conscientious lot and they are doing their duty quite well If you want 
to replace them, by all means replace them by better material, an agency which 
will have a better aim in view, and then you will find that we are not against 
this legislation but we will do our best to support it. • 

The Assembly then adjourned tiU Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the lltb' 
February, 1946 • 
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The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) in the* 
Chair 

MEMBER SWORN 

Mr Binay Ranjan Sen, CIE,, ICS, M.L.A (Government of India: 

Nominated Official) 

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 
Foodgbajns SoABorry on East Coast 

. 186. *Frol. K. O. Bangs: Will the Secretary, Food Department, be pleased 
& state 

(a) wiiat special arrangements were made to relieve the food grams scarcity 
created by the East Coast cyclone, 

(b) whether it was not a fact that ow'ing to lack of Railway wagon supply 
and destruction or spoliation of local nce-stocks, there was experienced great 
rice-scarcity and that the Director General of Food went to Madras to study 
the situation six weeks after the cyclone, and 

(c) how Government propose to prevent the repetition of a similar delay 
in relieving such sudden suaieity of food grains supply ^ 

Mr. B. B. Sen: (a) The Gram Purchase Officers in West Godavari were 
instructed to keep a reserve stock of rice at each rice mill to meet emergencies 
and arrangements were made to distribute rice in rural areas through selected 
dealers Rice export from East Godavan district was temporarily stopped from 
October and the export quota from West Godavan district was considerably 
reduced Collectors wore instructed to import rice into places where there was 
scarcity and to put down black marketing In the first week of November the 
Madras Government asked the Central Government, Department of Food, for 
additional help of 30,000 tons of rice, which was immediately arranged for. 

(b) and (c) The Director General of Food went to Madras some time after 
the cyclone to acquaint himself with the facts at first hand but no shortage of 
railway wagons was reported 

Prof. N O. Baaga: Is it not a fact that blackmarketing is still widespread 
even in the so-called suiplus districts? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: I am not aware of that 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Will he make enquiries? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: Yes, Sir 

S]t. N. y. Oadgll: Blackmarket rates are quoted m newspapers. 

, Foodobains Soaboity in Madbas Distbiois 

136. *Prol. K. a. Banga: Will the Secretary, Food Department, be pleased 
to state: 

(a) if he is aware (i) of the failure of crops in parts of* Anantapur and 
Cuddapah and Kumool Districts of the Madras Presidency; (ii) of the growing 
food grains scarcity in that area; and (m) of the steep rise in prices of food 
g^rams, 

(b) whether any demand is made by the Madras Government for any special • 
allocation of food grains supply for the people of that area; and 

(c) the latest appreciation made by Government of the food grains and 
threatened famine situation of that area? 

( 729 ) ^ 
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Hr. B. R. Sen: (a) (i) ami (n) Yes (iii) We have no such information. 
An enquiry has been ni.ide from the Provincial Government 

(b) Yes The ’\liuii.if. Hovcrnmeiit iislted for 30,000 tons of noe to give 
immediate relief to these districts This was arranged * 

(c) Owing to coiniinud drought the position in these areas at present is 
unsutisfactui V but not bnrdeiing on famine Further assistance on a much larger 
scale will be n.piired tmd how this is to be provided is now under immediate 
consideration 


Bbfobt on Condition of Indians in Malaya 

137. *Fxol. N. O. Ranga: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth llclations 
Department, be pleased to state 

(a) if Mr S K Chettur, ICS, has submitted his report on the condition 
of Indians in Malaya, if so, whether Government have finished their consi¬ 
deration of it, 

(b) whether Governijient propose to publish tho report m full or in part, 
(o) whether Government have made any leprcsentatioii to the Government 

concerned, i e , the Colonial Department of the British Government and the 
Malayan Government that the Army Act enforeed m Malaya shar be so 
amended as to be in harmony with the Indian Arin\ Act, so fur as the 
minimum punishment for those tried and condemned for collnboralion, waging 
war against the Crowm, murder, etc , is coneerned, if so, the reph’ they have 
received from the aiithontios concemod, and 

(d) what other steps are being taken by Government to protect Indians who 
are being detained or charged with serious offences connected with the last war? 
ICx. R. ir.‘Baiier]ee: (a>, Yes 

(b) The substance of the report was ^luhhshed m a press communique dated 
tho 18th December 1045 

(c) The question is under consideration 

(d) The Government of India are providing legal assistance for such Indians 
as may be tried 

Seth Goviiid Das: Is it a fact that many Tnd'ans m Malaya want to be 
repatriated to India? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee: Yes, Sir 

Seth Oovind Das: What arrangernenls the Government are making for their 
repatriation^ 

Mr. R. N Banerjee: Everv effort is bemg made to obtain shipping facilities 
in consultation with the British Military Administration in Malaya, and T am 
gl.id to be abl«* to inform the House that their attitude is very sympathetic m 
this respect 

Prof. K. Q. Ranga: With regard to part (c) of the question, what represen¬ 
tations have Government made to the Governments concerned? 

Mr. R. N. Banerjee: T would like to state that I am dealing with this 
matter only m so far as it affects the trial of civilian Indians The exam’ination 
that wo have been able to make so far of this matter shows that there is only 
one Ordinance,‘namely the War Ordinance of 1941, which has a provision for trial 
for treachery for which the minimum penalty is death Wo have been unable 
trace so far any other provision in the Ordinances under which these trials are 
ng held which lavs down death as the minimum penalty Even as regards 
this provision in the Ordinance of 1941, I have had a telegram today to inform 
me that the General Officer Commanding, Malaya, can either uphold such 
sentence of death or modify them or even exercise clemency That is the result 
we have been able to arrive at so far, but, as I have said, the matter is being 
activity considered. 
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Mr. M. AAil All: I would just like to know from the Honourable Member 
-the nature of the representations he has made to the Colonial Office and to the 
M.ilaynn Government or to the Soutli-East Asia Command in respect of this 
particular Ordinryice It is a very serious matter the death penalty provided in 
this Ordinnnee for the offence of treachery, it does not mean actual murdering 
anvonc, it may be just collaboration of a slight nature or of a serious nature. 
This penalty is a very serious matter Has the Commonwealth Helations De¬ 
partment made necessary representations to the Colonial Government, or to the 
Malayan GoA'ornment. or to the South-East Asia Command, or not? If not, 
whv should it not make urgent representations now? 

ISl. B. N. Baner}ee: We have made very urgent representations to the 
South-East Asia Command in this matter They feel that there may not be any 
necessity for making amendment to the Act inasmuch as there is a provision for 
the General Officer Commanding exercising clemency But I assure the Honour¬ 
able Member that the matter is under correspondence and, if necessary, there 
will be no lack of vigilence or effort on the part of Government to have the 
necessary amendment made 

* Mr. M. Asaf All: I would just like to invite the tfttention of the Honourable 
Member to the fact that some of the civilian Indians who are now under trial 
or who are likelv to be tried in Malaya happen to be eminent leaders and well 
known persons belonging to the Bar or belonging to various other professions 
One of them happens to be Mr Goha and there are others—T suppose the 
Honourable Member is aware of this fact—and they are now undergoing trial 
and the necessity of making these representations and the necessity of securing 
an urgent replv from the other side ought to be realized by the Government of 
India \re they jnirsulng this question with the persistence whieji is required in 
this case^ 

Mr. B. N. Baner]ee: That necessity is fully realized ' 

Seth Qovind Das: On which date this urgent representation had been made? 
Mr. B. B. Bsnerjee: This is being made from day to day 
Prof. N. G. Banga: What is the latest position about the number of omlians 
who stand charged with treachery and the rest? 

Mr. B. N Baserjee: Sir. these are specific questions on the subject but If 
you rule that T should go on giving answers to these various questions I may be 
going too far afield 

Mr. President: What t feel is that it does involve matters of a serious nature 
so far as lives of Indians in distant lands are concerned We may have some 
Intiliide ill giving information in this respect 
Prof. N. G. Banga: What is your answer? 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Prof. N. G. Banga: How many of these civilian Indians stand charged 
today with these serious charges of treachery? 

Mr. B B. Banerjee: Our latest information is that about 24 Indians arc 
under detention now Out of the 24, two have been convicted and sentenced 
to imprisonment on a charge of causing hurt with intent to extort confession. 
Five are under trial for mere collaboration and the rest for coliaboration-eum- 
brutality, torture or cruelty The figure may be 24 or 22. I forget exactly 
which. • 

Mr. M. Aaal All: Will the Honourable Member kindly undertake to issue a 
comprehensive communique dealing with the whole situation so iJuit it may ease 
the anxiety which is felt in the country about the fate of our nationals in 
Malaya? • 

Mr. B. B. Banerjee: Wo issued a communique in December Since 
then. 

(Int^ruptions.) 
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1 may tell the House that our efforts have been very successful But as sooik 
as we are able to make a final statement that so many are going to be tried 
finally, wo shall think of issuing a communique. 

(Some Honourable Members rose in their seats ) 

ICr. President: Order, order Next question. 

Indian BEFuasE Laboub fob Burma 

138, *Fxof, N. a. Bangs: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Kelationa 
Department, be pleased to state 

(a) if he 18 aware of the fact (i) that already remitment of Indian Refugee 
Labour is being made by Shipping and other Companies through contractors; 
and (ii) that the local Labour Officers who are in charge of distribution of 
allowances to these refugees, are trying to hint to the refugees that if they 
do not accept these offers of employment in Burma being made by contractors, 
their allowances may not bo continued. 

(b) whether Government propose to take steps to open registers at the 
offices of the Labour Officers for refugees to register their willingness to go and 
work m various departments of employment in Burma without the mterven- 
tion of contractors, or whether Government will recognise the registers thal' 
our Burma Refugees’ Associations prepare and maintain; and 

(c) whether Government propose to give a categorical assurance that it is 
not their intention to encourage the system of contract-labour or to stop allow¬ 
ances to refugees if they refuse employment offered by contractors? 

Mr. B. N. Baiier]e6: (a) It is presumed that the question refers to recruit¬ 
ment of refugee labour for emplovment in Biirmo If this assumption is correct, 
Government have no information 

(b) The suggestion will be considered when recruitment of new labour for 
Buima IS undorfaken 

(c) It 18 presumed that by “contract labour” the recruitment of labour by 
the ‘maistrv’ system is meant It is not Government’s intention to encourage 
this system Government have no intention of stopping allow anees to refugees 
on the ground that they refuse such employment 

Prof. N. O. Bonga: With reference to part (ii) of (a) of this question, the 
Honourable Member said he is only concerned m the recruitment of new labour 
w'lshing to go to Burma My question deals with the return of refugees them- 
se]^es in regard to whom the officers are trying to hint to the refugees that if 
fcliov do not accept these offers of einplovmont in Burma being made by con¬ 
tractors, their allowances may not be continued T wish to know' the position 
of the Government whether they allow their officers to bnng such pressure to 
Pear upon these poor refugees 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: No, Sir As I have stated in my reply, we have no 
information that anv officer of the Department has been bringing any such 
pressure to bear on the refugees If the Honourable Member brings to our 
notice anv specific cose T w'lll have that properly investigated 

Prof N, O. Banga: It is more than six weeks that I have given notice of 
this question and vet the Honourable Member said hi regard to part (i) of (a) 
of this question that ho has no information Are we to understand that he has 
made the necessary enquiries and there is no truth in this fear felt by tiie people? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: Our officers deny having used such pressure. 

Mr. Pre^e]it> Next question 

Prices of Essential Commodities fob Indian Labourers in Burma 

139. •Prof. N. O. Banga: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations 
Pepartinent, be pleased' to state 

(ti) the latest prices of the most essential commodities of every day use for 
Indion labourers m Burma, for instance, rice, dal, chillies, oil, ghee, commonest 
vegetables, room-rent, dhoties, shirts, sarees; and how they compare with our 
Indian prices; and 
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(b) what will be the wage in Burma, say in Bangoon, Mandal^, and 
Moulmien which can fetch for Indian workers in Burma the commodities and 
clothing and housing that the workers in the Bombay city can get with a 
wage and allowaitces of Es 60 per mensem? 

Mr. B. N. Banexjee: (a) A comparative statement showing prices of certain 
'essential commodities in Bombay city during July 194.5, Bangoon on the 19th 
January 1946 and Mandalay on the 1st December, 1946, is placed on the table 
of the House. 

(b) I am unable to answer this difficult question The necessary data for a 
proper answer are not available 


Statsnunt ahomini pneea ofeartain eaaetitial eomw-itiiaa tn Bombay CUif, Rangoon and 
Mandalai/ 







Prices m 



fl. No 

Commodity 


Bombay city 
during July 1016 


Rangoon on 
19-1.46 

ICandalay on 
1.12-46 

1 

Rice 

1 

3 0 per paylee 

0 

6 

0 per VIH 

1 

7 6 per viu 

S 

Dal Arhar 

. 1 

4 6 

2 

4 

0 ., 


* 

3 

Dal, Moong 

• 


3 

0 

0 


m 

4 

ChiUies 

0 

7 0 per lb. 

6 

0 

0 M 

4 

0 OporviM 

a 

Seaamum oil * 

0 

6 11 

(sweet oil) 

• 8 

8 

0 

0 

0 0,. 

« 

Ohce 

a 

6 8 „ 

16 

0 

0 


• 

7 

Oreen vegetables 

0 

2 7 „ 

(Brmiala) 

0 

8 

0 


* 

8 

Sorees 

. 7 14 3 Each 

30 

0 

0 Each 


* 

fl 

Dhoties 

. 7 

6 0 per pair 

16 

0 

0 ., 


* 

10 

Shirting 

0 12 8 per yard 

6 

0 

0 per yard 


* 

11 

Boom-renb 

. 6 

6 11 per month 


•* 



«« 


'*Not available. 

** Rents for rooms have not yet been stabilised. Many do not pay any rent and 
surely oooupy vacant flats, while others pay between Bs. 36 and 40 per month for rooms IS} 
feet by 60—60 feet. 

MoiK —1 vissi-If seer«8} lbs. (Approx). 

1 paylee l| viu—6} Hw. (Approx). 

Mr. President: Next question. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: No, No. 1 have somethmg to ask. Will the Honourable 
Member try to ascertain the necessary information from their Agent m Burma 
and place it on the table of this House? 

Mr. B N. Banerjee: It will be very difficult but I shall make an effort 

Mr. President: Next question. 

Prof. N. O. Baoga: Just one httle thing. I made a suggestion in the pre« 
Tious question whether the Honourable Member would be prepared to recognise 
the registers that our Burma Befugees’ Associations prepare and mamtam 

BDr. President: What question? 

P»l. B. a. Banga: The previous one The subject matter is the same. 

Mr. President: I am afraid it is not possible Next questicm. 
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Bubal Sickness. 

140. •Mr. Ahmed Eloahim Haroon Jafler: Will the Health Secretary be 
pleased to state if it is a fact tliat in the 700,(XX) villages India no less 
than 75 per cent, of the inhabitants of these villages arc bedridden all the 
year lound, affected with prevontible diseases chiefly typhoid? If so, do Gov- 
erunient propose to put forward proposals for dealing with this state of affairs? 

Mr. S. B. Y. Oulsaam: It is not a fart that 75 per cent of the inhabitants 
of the villages of India arc bedridden all the year round 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: Then what is the true fact’’ 

Seth Qovind Das: If the percentage gi\cn by the Honourable Mtniber is 
wrong, what is the pcicentagc of the people that Government think are suffer¬ 
ing from preventible diseases? 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oiilsnam: T shall irquirr notice of that 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: It is part of the question It is said 
that no less than 75 per cent of the inhabitants of these villages are bedridden 
all the year round Hr has indicated one dangerous disease, typhoid How is 
it that the Honourable Member is not in a position to give us the nuinbiT of 
deaths due to typhoid and what percentage of the population is affected by it^ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthall: it is not the question 

Mr. President: Mr Jaffer 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: Tf if is not due to typhoid then what is 
it due to? 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulsnam: I think I have plainly stated that 75 pet cent of 
the population are not bedridden all the year round 

Sir Mohammad Yamin Khan: When the Honourable Member verified the 
figure and gives the reply that it is not 75 per cent then by his examination 
what percentage did he get? 

Mr. S. H. Y. OuLsnam: There are no statistics m existence 

Frol. N, O. Eanga: I submit that this is a very frivolous attitude that the 
Government Member is displaying We have given a positive question and a 
positive fact It is for the Government to say that it is not a fact and at the 
same tune that something else is a fact After all they have all the rocoids 
It IS their business to inform tlie House and put the House in order 

Mr. President: Tie has stated there are no statistics 

Prol, N. O. Bangs: Will the Government take care hereafter to collect the 
necessary facta m regard to this matter? 

Mr. S. H Y. Oulsnam: I have already stated that there are no statistice 
collected whicli show, how many peojile are bedridden all the year round 

Seth Gkivlnd Das: Do the Government keep no statistics as far as th* 
diseases m this country are concerned? 

Prol. N. O Bangs: I have made a suggestion The Honourable Member 
does not give a reply. 

Mr. President: What is it? 



STABBBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 73^ 

Prof. N. O. Sailj[a: Will they take the trouble from now to collect the data 
abked for? 

Mr. S. H. T. Oulsnam: If the Honourable Member will put down a question 
asking for the available statistics 

(Interruptions ) 

Mr. Fresldeiit: Order, order 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulsnam: I will give him the available information 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member see to the maintenance of such, 
statistics so far as the health of the people are concerned? 

(Interruptions ) 

Mr. President: Order, order Next question 

SKTTIiEMENT OP INDIAN SOUDIERS IN PACIFIC ISLANDS 

141. *Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jailer: Will the Secretary, Common- 
wealtli Itelntions Department be pleased to slate whether he is prepared 

•• (i) to approach the Government of Australia and ^he Government of Great 

Britain and suggest that land m some of the Pacific Islands rescued from 
Japan (with the assistance of the Indian Tioops) might bo made available for 
Indian Peasant Soldiers, and 

(ii) to approach the Government concerned and suggest that the 100,000- 
squarc miles of British North Borneo and new Guinea might be made availablo 
for Indian settlement and thus cement friendship with India? 

Mr S. N. Banerjee: (i) and (ii) The sug^estioii will be considered in con- 
nection with the general question of settlement of Indians in overseas countries 

Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer: May I know when it will be considered? 

Mr. B. K. Banerjee: The whole question of thd settlement o*f Indian soldiers 
IS still under the consideration of Government The consideration is going on I 
am unable to say when exactly a decision will be taken. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know from the Honourable Member whether the 
decision will be taken in time to help the demobilised soldiers of this country? 

Mr. R N. Baneriee The matter is dealt with by another Department I am; 
unable to say. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know if the Government have taken the- 
same view as the questioner on this matter? 

Mr. B. H. Banerjee: Government have come to no decision. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Have Government taken the same view as the 
questioner? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee; Government have taken no decision on that point 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Have the Government of Australia answered . . . 

Mr. President: Order, order. Next question 

High Exchange Bate op Saudi Dues. 

142. *Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jafler: (a) Will the Secreta^, Common¬ 
wealth delations Department please state if it is a fact that in the Haj season of 
1945'4d, the rate of exchange was again fixed at a very high level? H so, what 
was the current rate of exchange between a rupee and a Riyal in the Hejaz and 
what was the official rate of exchange fixed for the payment (» the Saudi Arabian 
dues? 

(b) What is the amount of estimated loss incurred by the pilgrims as n 

result of this fixation of higher rate of exchange? ^ 

(c) What steps did the Government of India take when the Saudi Govern¬ 
ment insisted again on fixing the high rate of exchange? 

(d) Do Government pit^ose to take any steps against the Saudi Govmxi- 
ment if they remain adamant m their attitude in the future? 
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Mr. B. N. Banerjee: (u) The Saudi Arabian Government did not fix the 
dues in terms of riyal but insisted on our recovering a fixed amount in Indian 
<surrency as their dues The question of rate of exchange did not thus arise. 

(b) As the SuudI Aiabiuii Go\eiiuuent fixed the dues ih iiipees, pilgrims 
could not complain of any loss. In any case the lossi if any, cannot be estimat¬ 
ed as payment was made in the Hejaz, the Government of India having refused 
to pre-collect the major dues in India 

(o) The Government of India made urgent and repeated lepresentatioiis to 
persuade the Saudi Arabian Government to accept payment in riyals or in 
rupees or at a suitable rate of exchange m rupees, but the Saudi Arabian Gov¬ 
ernment did not agree on the ground that preferential treatment could not be 
accorded to Indiana. 

(d) The Government of India can decide this only in the light of the circum¬ 
stances prevailing on the occasion of future pilgrimages 

Hr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haroon Jafler: is the Honourable Member prepared 
to deny that the Government of India fixed the exchange rate at 1/12 per riyal.' 
'whereas the current rate*in Hedjaz was 1/4? Is the Honourable Member pre¬ 
pared to deny that? 

Hr. B. N. Baaerjee: I do deny that but I have explained the sense in 
which I deny that As I have said in reply to part (a), the Saudi Arabian Gov¬ 
ernment did not authorise us to make the collection in terms of riyal It is true 
that at the time we made the collection the rate of exchange of the riyal was 
1/4 but the Saudi Arabian Government required us to recover the diU'S in so 
many rupees We therefore had no alternative and the rupees that we collected 
at the rates ptescribed by the Saudi Arabian Government were of course a little 
more than wha^i the amount would have been, if we had been allowed to 
collect it in riyals at the rate of 1/4 but, as I said, we had no option in the 
matter. 

Hr. Ahmed Elnrahlm Haroon Jafler: Did the Government of India receive 
a telegram of protest from the Chairman of the Bombay Port Haj Committee 
protesting against this and if so, what action did the Government take on the 
matter? 

Hr. B. H. Banerjee: We received protests from them and also from other 
Muslim organisations and the action that we took will be found in my reply to 
part (o) of the question. 

Hr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haroon Jafler: May I ask what was the number of gold 
sovereigns which each first class and deck passenger was allowed to take? 

Hr. B. N. Banerjee: I want notice of that question 

Ha]l Abdiu Sattar Haji lah^ Seth: Arising out of the Honourable Member's 
reply to part (c) of the question am I to understand that the same rate was 
oharged from pilgrims from other countries also? 

Hr. B. N Banerjee: Yes, Sir. That is a fact which is absolutely ignored in 
this country. 

Hr. Ahmed Elnahlm Haroon Jafler: May I know what action have the Gov- 
«mment of India taken against the Saudi Arabian Government for their attitude 
in this matter? 

Hr. B. K. Banerlee: As I have explained, we have made it clear in the 
plainest and most unequivocal terms that we record our maximum protest 
against it. After all the Government of Saudi Arabia is ^e Government the 
oQuntry in which the holy places lie and I should be very grateful if the Honour¬ 
able Member would suggest any other more effective sanction against the Saudi 
Arabian Government. 

Hr. Ahmed Ebrahlm Haroon Jafler: You have got the Standing Hb| 
Committee 
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India’s Consttlab and Commeboal Agencies 

143. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Secretaryi Common* 
wealth Relations Department state: 

(a) if there at4 any of&ees like the office of the High Commissioner or 
Consul or Agent in any foreign country or British Dominion or Colony, and, if 
so, the details of the same and their location, 

(b) the number of staff employed in each with their designations, 

(c) if any or all of them are Indian nationals; 

(d) if any of such staff are not Indian nationals, what nationality they 
belong to; 

(e) if he proposes to take steps to replace any non-Indian in such offices by 
Indian nationals as soon as possible; 

(f) if it IS proposed to open such offices in any other countries and, if so, 
when and where; 

■ • (g) i{ in new offices that are opened, non-Indian nationals are kept out com¬ 

pletely from the start, and 

(h) if the answer to (g) above is iii the uegatne, the reasons for not doing 
«o7 


Hr. B. N. Baner]se: (a) to (d) A statement is laid on the table of the 
House Information in regard to the office of the High Commissioner for 
India m London is not available but the Honourable Member’s attention is 
invited to the reply to Question No 27, asked by him on the 5th February 1946, 
in this House. • 

(f) The question of a general extension of Indian representation abroad is 
under review but at present Government have under consideration only a pro¬ 
posal for the appointment of a High Commissioner m Canada 

(e), (g) and (h) The Government of India have constantly in mind the 
desirability of staffing these offices with Indians as far as possible; but it is 
'Often more convenient as well as more economical to fill ministerial and inferior 
posts by local recruitment rather than with personnel sent from India For 
^plomatic reasons it may also be desirable to appoint non-Indians in certain 
posts. 
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Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haioon Jafler: May I know why not one single 
Miissalman has been appointed as agent for the Government of Lidia overseas 
■and that every appointment has gone to Dr Khare’s personal friends in the 
.Hindu Mahasabha? ^ 

Mr. President: Order, order Next question 

Ikdian Menial Servants fob Burma 

144. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Airyangar: Will the Secretary, Common¬ 
wealth Belations Department please state 

(a) if any request was received from the authorities in Burma for the 
services of Indian sweepers in Rangoon and other places in Burma, 

(b) whether the Government of India acceded to the request in part or m 
full and if so on what terms, 

fc) whether the Honourable Member is nwaie of the feeling of resentment 
m the country against sending out Indian nationals to do menial work ni other 
. countries, 

(d) if the answer to*(c) aboA-o is in the affirmative, what steps Goveromeflt 
are taking to pre\ent any Indian national from going abroad under any system 
of einigration in any form for such purposes’ 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: (a) Yes 

(b) Indian sweepers who had been resident in Rmm.i but eAaeuated to India 
during the war are being iierniitted to be taken back to Burma 

(e) Government have noted the giowtli of such lesentment in recent jears 

(d) This will be considered when emigration of fresh labour is permitted to 

countries abroad 

Prof. N. 0,1 Banga: In view of the fact that the Honourable Member for 
Comm(niwealth Relations is ^reported to have refused to allow any Indians to go 
to Burma, whatever may be their status whether before or durmg Uie war, or 
to be taken to Burma as sweepers, why is it that the Government of Ind a have 
allowed the Burma Indian labour evacuees who had been formerly sweepers m 
Burma to go back again there as sweepers? 

M^. B. H. BWBer}ee: Sir, the Honourable Member is under a misapprehen¬ 
sion r hope he knows that there is almost a universal demand m this country 
for the speedy repatriation of all the Indians wdio ha\e been evacuated ^roin 
Burma I hope the House aviII see that w’e cannot ms st on the speedy repatria¬ 
tion of all the Indian cvncuoes and m the same breath we cannot refuse our 
sweeper evacuees permission to go back to Burma. 

Frol. N. Ci. Bangi: Did the Government make it clear to those ex-sweepers 
that they would be free to go or not to go as sweepers? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: Only evacuees wrho are willing to return to Burma are 
being allowed to return 

Sri M. Ananthaaayaaam Ayyan^: What is the number of suolh penons who 
were sent from India? 

Mr. B. N. Baaeilee: I have no statistaoB with me but the number eonnot 
be very large, as I am still receiving appeals from Burma fon sweepers. 

Sil M. Ananftiaaqfaaain Ayyangu: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
there have been a number of riots between the Indian sweepers and Uie local 
Burmans and that the Burmans hate the sweepers and other menials going to 
'Burma from this country? Is the Honourable Member aware that those riots 
were due mainly to the B.weepers going there 7 

Mr. B. B. Banerjee: I want notice of that question. 

Prof. B. O. Bangs: Is it a fact that the Burmans do not offer their services 
as sweepers and that therefore Indians are being sent there as sweepers? 

Mr. B. B. Banerjee: Tes, Sir Mv information is that there are no mehtars 
In Burma. 
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piofi 0« KuigE: The Government of India seems to have a lower idea of 
the self-respect of Indians than the Burmans have about themselves. 

Mr. B. N. Baoecjee: Certamly >lot. Sir 
Mr. Fiesldent: ^rder, order. Next question. 

Immigration or Indians into Burma 

146. *Sri M. Ananthassyanam Ayyangar: (a) Will the Secretary, Common¬ 
wealth Bclations Department please lay on the table a copy of the agreement, 
reached, if any, regarding immigration of Indians into Burma; 

(b» what, if any, aie the restrictions imposed on the re-entry mto Burma- 
of Indians who were carrying on business in Burma before the Japanese invasion, 
and 

(c) what 18 the present number ot Indians in Burma approximately and the 
extent of duinuge done to tlieir pioperty d'lnng the War’ 

Mr. B. N. Baner]ee: (a) No agreement has been reached sc far 
• (b) There are no statutory restrictions on the entiy^ of Indians ocher than 

unskilled labourers mto Burma But ii view ol tlie alioriage o. -^hippmg and 
of tbe abnorinai post-war economic cocditiom m t'le country iucilities for re¬ 
entry are being provided omy to such Indians as the Government of Burma 
desire, or agree, to have in Bunna mainly for purposes connected with the 
roconstiuction of the countrv 

(u) No reliable figures of iiiformatiou are available 

Proi. B. G. Banga: Will the Government of India take this House into- 
their confidence and give it an opportumty to discuss the rough tgrms of their 
Agreement—^if need be, in u secret sitting—before they come to any final 
decision with the Burma Government in regard Jto the status of Indians in 
Burma, the return of refugee labour and the recruitment of new' Indian labour? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: We shall most seriously consider the suggestion 

Sri M. A nanthaaa y anam Ayyangar: May 1 know if facilities are being given 
to businessmen who have large stakes there, like those from the southern 
jiortioii of the Madras Presidency, e g , the Nattukotai Chettiars and others? 

Mr. B. B. Banerjee: Yes, Sir, facilities are being given Honourable 
MeinbiTH are aware that recently a large number of rcpiesentatives of Indian 
nee traders have becu there. Some of them have just come back, and we have 
got proposals also for tbe return of another batch of representatives of businesa 
people 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanain Ayyangar: Are any restrictions being imposed on 
the re-entry of those persons who go there as traders and businessmen? 

JCr. B. H. Banarjee: The answer to that is contained in my reply to part 
(b) of the question, viz , that persons required for purposes connected with the 
reconstruction of the country are being given priority for these facilities 

Sri M. Ananuusayanam Ayyangar: May 1 know if the sweepers who have 
been given pnority are considered as skilled workmen for purposes of reconstruc¬ 
tion 

Mr. B. B. Banezjee: There are no Burmese sweepers and the Government 
of the country wanted certam sweepers and we could not object to the return 
of the evacuee sweepers. • 

Sxi M. Ananttusayam Ayyangar: May I know how many applications are 
pending with the Government of India from merchants from the southern 
portion of Madras Presidency for entry into Burma? 

Mr. B. B. Baner]ee: I shall require notice of that question. * 

Sbrl Moban Lai Saksena: With regard to part (c), what steps have Govern¬ 
ment taken to ascertain the number of Indians in Burma? 



Mr. B. N. Baneijee: Our representative has the question in mind; but the 
Honourable Member must be aware that communications are st ll very bad 
m Burma and it is very dithcult to obtain any sort of accurate estimate of the 
population or the extent of damage. But our representative has the {loint in 
mmd and he has been pursuing it. ' 

Hr. Manu Subedar: Have Government nscertamed that Brit'sh businessmen 
have not got better facilities to return to Burinn than Indian businessmen 

Mr. R. R. Baneijee: We have put that quite definitely and plainly to the 
Government of Burma and have been assured that no •such discrimination is 
being practised in this matter 

liol. N. Q-. Banga: Is the Government of India’s Agent satisfied with the 
reply ^ven by the Burma Government? 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: Yes, I think on the whole he is satisfied 
Milk Supply. 

146. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Has the Agriculture Secretary ony information 
as to the price of milk in various parts of the country before the war and at 
present’ , 

(b) Are Government' .aware of the ccarcitv of milk supply as well as its doubt¬ 
ful quality? 

(c) Are Government aware of the remark of the Milk Commissioner for the 
United Kingdom with regard to the milk supply of Bombay, and have they 
sent an official to Bombay to make enquiries’ 

(d) Have Government got any scheme for the manufacture of milk powder 
m India? 

(e) How much milk powder was imported m India? 

(f) How^much of it was full cream milk, and how much was skimmed milk? 

(g) Have Government taken or do they propose to take any iteps to mcrease 
the milk supply of the country? 

Sir Pheroxa Kharegat: (a) A statement showing the pre-war and present price 
ranges of milk in different provinces is laid on the table 

(b) Yes 

(c) Government have seen a press report of a statement attributed to Mr 
R A Pepperall of the Milk Marketing Board, United Kingdom, to the effect 
that "London’s sewage was three times as safe as Bombay’s milk" The 
answer to the second part of the question is m the negative Government do 
not accept the above comparison as correct for reasons given in the statement 
pbiced on the table. 

(d) An experimental scheme for standardising the process of manufacturing 
milk powder under Indian conditions has been sanctioned 

(e) and (f) A statement is laid on the table 

(g) Yes A statement is laid on the table 


Statemmtu of pre-vxtr and preaent price ranqca of mitk in Different Provinerr, 
Part fa) 


Pre-war price range of 
Name of Province milk per 

_ pound _ 


Present ’’prion range of 
milk por 

_ pound _ 


Amam 

Flush season-6 pies to 2 annas 
perlb. 

Re 0-3-2 to 0-5-4 per Ib. 


Other timee 1 anna to Re. 0-3-9 

1U 

Re 0-3-2 to 0-8-0 per lb. 

Bengal . 

Calcutta Re 0.1.6 to 0-4-0 per lb 

Calcutta Re. 0-4-0 to 0-8-0 per Ib. 


Distnota Re. 0-0-6 to 0-2-0 per lb. 

Districts Re 0-2-0 to 0-4-0 per Ib. 

Bihar 

Ro. 0-1-4 per lb 

Re. 0-2-8 per Ib. 

Bombay 

Re O-I-O to 0-3-0 per lb • 

Re. 0-3-0 to 0-7-0 pe., . 
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Name of Province 


Pre-war price range of 
milk por 
pound 


Pieaent price range of 
milk per 
poum 


0. P. and Berar . Re. 0.1 ) to 0-1-fl per lb. 

Delhi . • Ro. 0-1-3 per lb. 

• .Re 0-1-2 to 0-1-11 per lb. 

N.W.PP . Re 0 - 1-0 per lb. (Average) 

Onern Re. 0-1-0 to 0-2-0 per lb. . 

Panjab . • Cow milk Re. 0-0-9 to 0-1-3 

por lb. 

Bnf. milk . . Re. 0-1-0 to 0-1-3 

per Ib 

Smd Re U-l-O to 0-2.0 per lb. . 

U.P. . • In Urban areas Re. 0-0-10 to 

0-1-3 per lb. 

In Rural arras Re 0-0-6 to 0-1-0 
• ■ per lb. 


Re 0-2-0 to 0-4-0 per lb 
Re 0-3-6 per lb. 

Ro 0-2-4 to 0-5-3 por lb. 

Re. 0-3-4 per lb. (Average). 

Re 0 - 2-0 to 0-4-0 per lb. 

Cow milk Re 0-3-2 to 0-3-6 per lb. 

Buf. milk Re. 0-3-9 to 0-4-3 
por lb. 

Re 0-2-6 to 0-3-6 per lb 
In Urban aroBB Ite 0-2-*l to 0-4-0 
pt-f lb. „ _ _ 

In Rural areas Re 0-1-8 to 0-2-7 
prclb 


It if\ moiitioned m Iho lejKiit on Hit Maikrtin.j t Mi'. ii India and Buima. )>ubln!hpd m 
1041, that, a •i.amplc siit\c of baittrial countii made bj the MuniiiiMl AiialjiSit, Bomliav, dU 
^ears ago showed the presonco of inaiiurial containinatiou hul .at the oamc tinre they wera 
nouatiae in respect of suih pathogenic oigainsms aa 1’ Typhosus, B TubertuloRis and Cholera 
vibrio The presence of high batiiiil ••ouiits, unassoiiatcd with ivn\ pathogenic organims 
does not necessarily constitute .t dangei to public health Oo\ eminent ,fully realise the 
great need for improvcmiant in the sla'idanl or purity of milk supply and are taking steps 
to assist provinces in their en<^cn^onr to secure such improvement ^ 


Pnrfs (e) and (f) 

Importt of dried 

or fktudtr mtlk tnto IttdM 


Year 

(Cwta ) 

Full oream 

Skinuned 

Total 

1938-38 

4,963 

8,662 

13,615 

1939-40 

0,362 

20,276 

26,638 

1940-41 

6,183 

26.690 

32,773 

1941-42 

9,420 

32,710 

42.130 

1942-43 

7,Til 

4,964 

12,741 

1948-44 

4,440 

3,718 

8,158 

1044-46 

17,378 

44,287 

61.663 


66,521 

141,197 

197,718 


Part (g) 

(1) The milk supph position was examined by the Milk Sub-Committee of the Policy 
Committee and their Tecrinnieiidations detailing the measuies required for increasing milk 
supply ware circulated to the provinces for action Techn-ial staff has also been appointed 
to advise provinces in fanning schemes Some schemes ha\o already been started and 
othei-a are under consideiation by Provincial Governments 

(2) Fmaiui.il asaigtanto li.ns been given to provinces by the Centre, as part of their 
Grow More hood Campaign, for 

production*^ concentrates at. loncesaional rates to milk producers for increasing milk 
(ii) establishment of milk supply organisations; 

(ill) appointment of tcchniial staff for carrying out surveys and dairy development; 

(iv) establishment of cooperative milk supply unions (Delhi and Madras); and 

(v) establishment of creamuries at rural centres They have been rennostod tn 

the establishment of dairv farms in their post-war schemer requested to include 

(3) The staughter of pregnant cows and cows in milk has been prohibited in nine 
Vinces, and price, of cattle feed, and milk have been controlled in so^e of the Jrovinees*^ 


*b« ^ cooperation between 

A^culture and the Departments of Commerce. Supply and 
particularly full miJV 
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Sir Flieron Khuegat: Yes, Sir, a special inter departmental committee has- 
been set up which is lookmg into the whole question. 

Mr. Maau Subadar: Is the Food Department helpmg m this matter, consi- 
d enu g the impending shortage of food all round, to give free licenses to those 
who are able to import milk powder from other parts of the world? 

Mr. B. B. Sen: That matter is under consideration. 

Seth Oovlnd Das: Is it a fact that m places where the prices of milk are 
controlled, the prices of fooder and other food material for cattle are not 
controlled ? 

Sir Fheioie Kharegat: In some provinces the pnces of fodder are controlled 
but in most provinces they are not 

Seth Govind Das: Is the Honourable Member aware that m the Central 
Provmces the prices of fodder and other food material for cattle are not controlled 
and therefore there is great difficulty for people who keep cattle ? 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: I am aware of the fact that prices m the Central 
Provmces are not controlled and there has been a big rise in prices of fodder 
there. 

Seth Oovind Das: Will the Honourable Member mstruct the C F Govern¬ 
ment to control the prices of fodder and other food material for cattle^ 

Sir Fherose Kharegat: The matter will be brought to the notice of that 
Government 

Mr. Manu, Sttbedar: In regard to part (g) what are the special measurea 
taken by Government to mcrease the milk supply of the country? 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: That is mcluded in the statement appended 

Mr. Manu Snhedar: Sir, the practice is to give statements when there are 
figures and complicated notes, but I do not see why the Honourable Member 
cannot inform this House briefly and verbally what measures, if any, have been 
taken? 1 do not see any measures. 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: The recoinmendations of the Milk Sub-Coinmitteo 
were circulated to the provinces for necessary action Technical stalf has been 
appointed to advise provinces in framing schemes Financial assistance has 
been given for the supply of concentrates at concession nitos to milk producers 
for uicreasing milk production Milk supply organisations have been set up 
Technical staff has been appointed for carrying out surveys and dairy develop¬ 
ment Cooperative milk supply units have been established in Delhi and 
Madras Gremeries are being established at rural centres Establishment of 
dairy farms in post-war schemes is bemg encouraged The slaughter of preg¬ 
nant cows and cows in milk has been prohibited in nme provinces, and pricea 
of cattle feeds and milk have been controlled m some of the provinces 

Mr. Manu Subedar: What has happened to the military daines? Have they 
been taken over by Government and kept going? 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: The mihtary daines are kept going by the military 
authorities They have not yet given up a suigle one of their dairies. 

Frol. N. G. Banga: May I know what steps have been taken to improve the 
quality of milk supplied in towns at least? 

Sir Fheroie Khuegat: That forms part of the post-war development plans of 
the provmces 

Mr. Leslie Gwilt: In regard to part (g), of the question and in view of the 
statements made by Government on tiho subject m this House, will the 
Honourable Member be good enough to state what progress has been made by 
Government in the setting up, in agnoultural arcus, of centres for the artificial 
insemmation of cattle? 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: That is referred to in the next question. 
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Seth. Govind Das: Does the Honourable Member know that in certain parts 
of the country the cattle are not of good breed? Does he contemplate the 
export of good bulls irom one province to another ? 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: The question of the export of cattle from one province 
to another is very difficult at present because of bans imposed by provinces in> 
order to conserve their own cattle wealth. 

Seth Oovind Das: In Punjab and Sind there are sufficient number of cattle 
and the people there are ready to export those cattle to other provmces and 
they are not getting good facilities for that export? 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: The fact is that the Punjab Government have them¬ 
selves imposed a ban on the export of cattle from the Punjab 

Frctf. N. O. Baaga: In order to prevent profiteering in the importing of milk 
food from other countries, wiU Government consider the advisability of them¬ 
selves importing it from other countries and then placing it at the disposal o£ 
the pubLc here? 

Sir Fheroie Khangat: The whole question of the advisability of these imporla 
and how to distnbute them is under the consideration of Government at thei 
present time 

Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena: Smce when^ 

Sir Fheroie Kharegat: For the last two or three months 
Live Stock 

147. *Mr. Mann Subedar: (a) Having regard to the assurance given in th» 
last winter that Government were taking steps to see that the total number of 
cattle was not reduced and that the expcxrt of cattle was not permitted, will 
the Agriculture Secretary please state what measures were taken? 

(b) How many cattle have been permitted to be killed—(i) for military 
purposes, and (ii) for civil population during the war period and later till now? 

(c) Have Government got any estimate of the number of cattle in Lidia 
before the war and the number now? 

(d) Are Government aware that a very large number of cattle had been 
killed during the war period by nulitary contractors and others? 

(e) What steps are Government taking to increase the number of cattle- 
available? 

Sir Fheroie Eharegat: (a) A statement of the measures taken is laid on the 
table 

(b) A statement of the number and percentages of cattle slaughtered for 
mihtary purposes is laid on the table. It is regretted that the correspondmg- 
figures of slaughter for the civilian population are not known. 

(c) The total cattle population of India in 1940 was 207 million. The total 
figures of the cattle census carried out m 1945 are not yet available, but a state^ 
ment comparing the figures for 1940 and 1945, where the latter are available, 
is laid on the table 

(d) Government have no mformat'on about the total number of cattle 

slaughtered during the war period, other than those already mentioned as having- 
been slaughtered for military purposes. * 

(e) A statement is laid on the table 

Stattmtnta 

Pabt (a) 

(1) No exports are allowed without special pei mission except to Ceylon, to which the 
exports were 2,609, 3,446 and 1,642 respectively in 1942-43, 1943-44 and 1944-45 The* 
followinfr types of cattle may not be expori«d even to Ceylon ; 

(i) cattle in milk, preRnant cattle and femal® yonng stock which have not yet calved 
b d ^ ploughing or transport purposes, and 
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(2) The Government of Indie have prohibited tha slaughter or sale for slaughter of the 
following daases of cattle for army requirements 

(i) cattle below 3 years of age, , , , . v j _ 

(ii) male cattle between 3 and 10 years of age which are used or Jikely to bo used aa 

'^°'(iu)*alT cows between 3 and 10 >eara of age which are capable of producing milk, other 
'than cows which are unsuitable for bearing offspring, and . , « . ■ 

(iv) all cows which are pregnant or in milk At the request of the Govomment of 
India, similar restrictions have been imposed in nine out of eleven provinces by the Govem- 
•menta concerned, in respect of slaughter for civil purposes 

(3) The military authorities have reduced the number of cattle slaughtered by inaugurap 
tion of 

(i) the development of pig and poultry farms, and 

(ii) importation and issue of tinned and frozen meat 

The niimlmr of cattle slaughtered will be reduced to the essential minimum 

(4) It has been arranged with the military authorities that the military farms will, 
instead of killing female buffalo calves, distribute them free of charge at the age of 14 
days to cattle breeders who give an undertaking to rear them up to the age of puberty 
This arrangement has been brought to the notice of provincial Governments and cattla 
breeders 


Tabt (b) 


o/ eottle •lauglaartd Jwr mXUtary purpoau 


Year 

Number 

Slaughtered 

Peroentage 

1240 

47,882 

•028 

1941 

78.824 

•036 

1042 , 

2.22,417 

•107 

1942 

2,65.308 

•128 

1044 

1,83.974 

•088 

1040 (0 months) 

1,41^110 

•068 -f -017 


Tabt (c) 

Nu'nfter of eottls jii Brititk India in 1940 and 1945 



Provinoee 


1040 

1046 

Ajmor-Merwnra 



198,189 

346,308 

Assam 



6,406,221 

Not available 

Baluohistan 



188,276 

168,861 

Bengal 



28.699,633 

Not available 

Bihar 



16,456,967 

Not available 

B 'mbay 



9,733,660 

Not available 

Gentral Provinces A Borer 


13,278,860 

13,667,200 

Coorg • 



143,261 

147,176 

Delhi 



142,823 

180,937 

Madras 



22,119,402 

22,673,041 

North-West Frontier Province . 


1,032,760 

1,097,834 

Orisea (1936 Census figure) 


4,863,207 

Not available 

Punjab . 

* 4 • • 


16,414,467 

Not available 

Sind 



2,376,036 

Not available 

United Frovinoes (1936 Census figure) 


32,469,662 

29,621,488 


*■ (1) The Central Government propose to expand the work of the Dairy Institute and are 
considering the setting up of an experimental live stock farm 

(2) Provincial five year plans (towards which asistanos will bo given from the Centre) 
provide for the setting up of bull breading farms, the distribution of these bulla to key 
•villages, and the further distribution of huUs from these key villages to other villages 

(3) They also provide for the setting up of dry stock salvage farms and calf rearing farms. 
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(4) Cattle broedmg along sound lines is being encouraged at Gaushalas which are 
improved and reorganised for the purpose. A special officer. Sir Datar Singh, la working 
in an honoraiy capacity in this cause 

(5) Aitificidl inaeuiination has been introduced as an experimental meuure at fom 
centies (Bahadmnagai, Patna, Calcutta and Bangalore) and will be extended if snccewful, 
so as to remedy the d^ciency in the number of good stud bulls. 

(6) The steps that are bemg taken for disease control through the increase of veterinary 
dispensaries, inoculation against rinderpest and other contagipus diseases, etc, will help 
in incicasmg the cattle population. 

(7) The proposals for the increased cultivation of green fodder, the provision of sileage, 
the introduction of rotational grazing and the subsidised distribution of concentrates will 
lesult in better fed cattle and more cattle. 

Hr. Manu Subedar: If Oovemment are not aware of the cattle slaughtered 
for civilian population, how does my Honourable fnend in reply to (a) try to 
make out that the total number of cattle m this country has not been reduced ? 
On what basis was that reply framed? 

Sir Pheroxe Eharagat: I am afraid I have not made any such statement. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Hay 1 ask in how many factories dehydration 
of meat is allowed? 

Sir nieroie Kharegat: The total number of such factories is not known to 
me as it is dealt with m another Department of Government. 

Sir Mohammad Tamin Khan: Is it not time that this should be stopped in 
the interest of India, because dehydrated meat is only expenrted outside 
India? 

Sir PherOEs Kharegat: I am afraid I do not know the details but as far as 1 
am aware dehydrated meat is used mainly for feeding the army in Iiylia 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether Government have considered the 
absolute prohibition of the export of cattle from this country in view of the 
serious food situation, even for ships and convoys which are moving out and 
which are takmg either meat or cattle? 

Sir Pheroie Kharegat: As I have pomted out, the number of cattle that 
liave butiij ux]>jrlecl It. 2,509 ii. 1942-43, 3,44C in 1943-44 and 1,542 in 1944-45 
and these enttlo are mainly sent to Ceylon for purposes of food 

Mr. Maau Subedar: Will the Honourable Member contradict me when I say 
that cattle taken by ships and convoys m the Indian harbours are not put down 
as exported cattle but they are merely regarded as local dealings and they do 
not appear in the export figures? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: I am quite prepared to accept what the Honourable 
Member has said 

Seth Govind Das: Has any age limit been fixed for the slaughter of cattle ? 

Sir Phroze Kharegat: Yes, Sir. The restrictions are as follows 

Cattle below 3 years of age, male cattle between 3 and 10 years of age wh'ch 
are used or likely to be used as working cattle, all cows between 3 and 10 years 
of age which are capable of produemg milk, other than cows which are unsuit¬ 
able for bearing offspring; and all cows which are pregnant or in milk. 

Seth Govind Das: Does the Honourable Member know that in military 
stations like Jiibbulpore, in spite of this age limit, no discrimination is made 
and cattle of all ages are being slaughtered? * 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: I have no information on that point 

Seth Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member make inquiries about it? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: I am quite prepared to make inquiries but as I haare 
just remarked, the mstructions on the point are quite clear. 

Baba B am Barayaa Singjh: May I know whether Government will put anv 
limit on the number of cattle to be slaughtered by the military in view of the 
fact that cultivation dqpends on cattle power? 

• B 3 
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Sir Pheroxe Kliuegat: The number of cattle slaughtered for military piirpose»^ 
which *waB 265 thousand odd in 1943 has decreased to 142 thousand m 1945 and 
it IS hoped to decrease the number still further very considerably in thft- 
next few months 

Sreejut Kumar Ohondbuiy: Is the Government aware that due to 

promiscuous slaughter of cattle to feed the Army people there is dearth of 
plough cattle in Assam now? 

Sir Pheroxe Kharegat: I have no informat'on on the point I know that 
there is a complaint of shortage of cattle in Assam but if the Honourable 
Member wishes, I shall make further inquiries in the matter. 

Exfobt of Gboundmots 

148. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
please state how much groundnut is produced in India, and whether the quan¬ 
tity last reported shows any increase over the pre-war years ^ 

(b) How much groundnut has been permitted to be exported from [ndia— 
(i) on private account, (ii) on account of the U K 0 C , and (ni) on Govern¬ 
ment account 9 

(c) Why lb the export of groundnut permitted at all, in spite of several 
representations received by Government that this is a good article of food? 

(d) Do Government now propose to take steps to prohibit the export of 
groundnuts, which can help some of the deficit areas for food m India to tide 
over by supplementing the inadequate supply of the normal foodgrains? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axixul Huque: (nl The tiMn.igo production of 
groundnuts for ^he quinquennium 1934-35 to 1938-39 was 2,657,600 tons. 
During the quinquennium endmg 1944-45 the average production showed an. 
increase of 24 4 per cent , the increase ui 1944-45 production being 34 per cent. 

(b) (i) 625 tons during 1945 
(11) Nil. 

(ill) During the year ending 31st Oulobei 194,">, 371,134 Ions groundnuts were 
exported on account ot British Ministry of Food against a quota of 5 lakh tons. 

(c) ,ind (d) E\ports of giTmndiiuts until the pn^scut diflicult lood situation, 
were allowed only after meeting India’s requirements for seed and edible 
purposes But iii view of the present food position the (juestion is under 
immediate consideration 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the alarming hgureb of rising exports of 
j,rouiHlnut‘. on bch.ilf of iho llritish Knod Miiiistrx. imounting to 3 crores 87 
lakhs of rupees in the last 9 months of 1945 and 87 lakhs in last November alone, 
will the Honourable Member iiisteiid of saying that the question is under 
l•ousl(ler!ltlon give .*111 assurance to this House that the c\port will be forthwith 
stopped ? 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M. Axixul Huque: First of all, I cannot enter into 
a discussion as to the value of the figures All I need point out is that actually, 
as against 3J million tons of production, the figure of 371,000 tons bringing m 
87 lakhs of rupees, if my Honountblo fiiond’s figures are correct, is really to 
the advantage of India As I said before, T am not prepared not only to give 
an assunmee but to go further and say that 'ae have already taken definite steps 
in the martter If my Honourable friend wants further details, he will have 
to Mait for a few days 

Mr. Manu Subedar: While the question of India receiving more food from 
tile Food Board is in the balance, will Gkivernment at least suspend further 
expnri from this coiintiy’ . 

The Honourable Dr. Sir M, Axixul Huque: I can assure my Honourable 
triehd that the Government of India had been fully cognizamt of that matter 
some time before and steps have been taken 

Prof N. Q-. Banga: In view of the fact that according to the Government’s 
own marketing report on groundnuts two or three semi-monopoly concerns have 
got very great control over the marketing of groundnu^i, will GovetiunenV VaHe 
nIotc to assure decent prices to the producers of goundnut? 
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Tbe HOnomtble Dr. Sir X. Ailiul Buque: I am afiaid I have been asked to 
enter into a question which is wholly different from the question at issue. 

Sri M. A n aa t hasityaaain Ayyangar: May I know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber if the fall in the export of groimdnut is due to any policy adopted by the 
Government o$ India? 

Tbe Hbnonnble Dr. Sir X. Aiiinl Enqua: I feel that I have repeatedly 
made my point clear that it is to the interests of the people i.i this country, the 
growers and agriculturists, that, if there is a surplus production m this country, 
it should go abroad and we should fetch as much price as we can. But having 
regard to the fact that only 371,000 tons of groundnut has been allowed out of 
8t million tons. Government is more on the conservative side in conserving the 
food resources of the country. 

Prof. N. O. Bangs: is it not equally in the interests of tbe producers of raw 
materials in this country that they should be assured of a definite price for this? 

Hr. President: Order, Order Next question. 

Befobm CoHinssioNEB’s Office 

149. *Mr. Mann Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the House 
-please state what work the offiie of the Kef(n*ms Commissioner has been doing? 

(b) When was the office of the Iteforms Commissioner created? 

(c) Who were the occupants? 

(d) What was the work done by these officers? 

(o) What were the reports or proposals prepared by them? 

(f) What lustructione were given to them? 

(g) Will a copy of these reports be placed in the library of the Assembly 
for the mfoTxnation of the Members of the Assembly? • 

The Honourable Sir Xdward BantbaU: (a) The Office of the Reforms Com- 
jniSMoner is an orgamsation in the Govemor-Qenerol’s Secretariat Its funo- 
tions at piesent luo) be briefly stated as to advise the Governor-General on 
Coiifeiitutional matters, to interpret the Government of India Act on its consti¬ 
tutional, as distinct from its legal aspects, and to serve as a nucleus office m 
•connection with the preparation of the future Constitution. 

(1>) 1930 

(c) Sir James Dunnett, Sir Hawthorne Lewis, Mr. H V. Hodson and Mr. 
y P Menon. 

(d) , (e) and (i) The Reforms Commissioner and his office have in the pasi 
beet, mainly coricenicd with the work connected with the framing of the present 
■Constitution Act and its implementation The Reforms Commissioner does not 
submit any periodical report, nor is he charged with the preparation of any 
particular proposals. 

(g) Does not arise 

Xr. XsDu Subedar: In view of the fact that this office was created in 1930, 
if I have heard my Honourable fnend anght, do I take it that this is a perma¬ 
nent institution always framing reforms as part of the Government in this 
country? 

The HonouraUe Sir Xdward BenttiaU: 1 explained that it was connected 
with the framing and tbe implementation of the Act 

Students sent Abboad fob Hkheb Studies 

160. *Xr. Xanu Subedar: (a) Will the Education Secretaiy please state how 
many students have been sent abroad with Government assistance and how 
many have been permitted to go on their own for educational purposes during 
the calendar year 1946? 

(b) What IS the number of persons who have proceeded for educational pur-^ 
poses to Great Britain, U. S. A., and otiier countries? 



(o) What is the number from each of the major Provinces and from tho 
Indmn States? 

(d) In the case of those who have gone to U S A , what is the total amount 
of Hnllftr exchange permitted for those who have gone for educational purposes? 

(c) Who decides on the relative priority of students applying for going .ibioad, 
and on what principles? 

(f) What reasons, if any, have been given to those whoso applications have 
been refused? 

Dr. Jobn Sargent: (a) 429 students, sponsored by the Government of India 
or Provmciol Governments or Indian States, were sent abroad for advanced 
studios m 1945 No exact figures are available m respect of private students 
who have gone abroad at their own expense, but it is estimated that prionty 
passages to the United Kingdom were recommended for about 500 private 
students during 1^5. 

(bj Of the 429 persons referred to m (a) above, 253 have gone to the United 
JGngdom and 176 to the United States of America. 

(c) A statement is placed on the table of the House. • ' 

(d) In the case of Central Government scholars gomg to the United States 
of Amenca, they are allowed m addition to the steamer fare from India, Rs 500 
for equipment They are also allowed £5 or its equivalent m dollars and £5 
for incidental expenses dunng passage and $300 on arrival in tliu I nited 
states of America as advance on account of the stipend for the first quarter* 
The exact value of stipend has not yet been fixed in the case of each student, 
but it will m all cases be sufficient to cover tho tuition charges and maintenance, 
moiuding travel durmg the vacations for educational purposes 

(e) It IS not clear whether this relates to applications for priority passages 
or applications for dollar exchange facihties Priority passages are grunted 
by the Civil Passage Controller and dollar exchange facilities by the Reserve 
Bank The Civil Passage Controller and the lleserve Bank consult the 
Department of Education where necessary In regard to passages to the United 
States of America, passages on the Amencan flag vessels are ultimately con¬ 
trolled by the United Ste^s military authorities, while no priorities or permits 
are required for passages on commercial vessels Civilian Passages to the 
liniti'd Kingdom only are now controlled by Goveniment 

ff) It is understood that the Civil Passage Controller gives reasons when he 
rejects any applications for pnonty passages. The mam reason for refusmg 
an application is that tho student concerned has not secured admission to an 
Educational Institution abroad 


Skriemeta ahovnng the candvkUta epontored hy the Provtneua Oovemmente and Indian Staten 
who were eent abroad for advaneed etudiea tn 1945 


Provinoe or Ststo 

MMras .... 
Bombay .... 
Bengal .... 
United Provinces 
Central Provineea^ 

Punjab .... 
Bihar .... 

Orissa .... 
Assam .... 
Sind .... 

North West Frontier Provmoe 
Bsroda 
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Pravinoe or State 


Number of 

U.K. 

students asnt to 

U.S.A. 

Bikaner • • « 



1 

Goohin .... 


i 

1 

Bhavnagar . . . 



1 

Hyderabad , 


9 

5 

Jaipur .... 
KaJahandi 



1 

1 

Kapurthala 


1 


KashEuir .... 



i 

Kotah .... 



1 

Mayurbhanj 



i 

Mysore .... 


2 

1 

Pafcittla .... 



1 

Travaoeore 


6 

2 


Tho iiguroB lu respect of Indian States niay not in all cases represent the correct position 
as aomo States havo mode their own travel arraiigenients The Qoveriauent of India nave lo 
for rocoiiunended the grant of priority passages to 34 students for the United Kingdom and for 
17 student to the Uzutod States of iGnwica. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Do I gather from mv Honourable fnend that it is the 
Dducutioii Department under him which decides ultuuately the fate of an appli¬ 
cant and that is mamly due to his mobility to get admission at the other place? 
What are the other reteons why so many applications have been rejected? 

Dr. John Qaxgent: There have been one or two cases where I have advised 
students, when they had mdifierent quahhcations or they were very young 
that it would be m. their advantage to complete a course m an Indian Umver- 
sity before proceeding abroad That is the advice which hag been given to us 
by tho head of Institutions both m the United Kmgdom and thd Umted States 
of America 1 should think, however, that in 00 per cent, of, the cases, where 
we have refused applications, the reason was that the students had not been 
successful m obtaining admission to an institution, and it is extremely desirable 
at this particularly difficult tune that before the students go abroad, they should 
have obtained admission to an mstitution. 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Is it not a foot that applications have been kept pend- 
mg in the Honourable Member’s Department for months at a tune? 

Dr. John Sargent: 1 hope uot- 

Sxl M. A n a n tb a eayanam Ayyangar: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
a number of Honours graduates, who had completed their course, have been 
asked once again to start theu Honours course m America? 

Dr, John Sargent: 1 am not aware of that T shall be glad to have notice 
of that question. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: May 1 know on what prmciple the priority is 
given to the students who vvere not awarded scholarships by the Oovemment 
and who were nominated by various institutions? 

Dt. John Sargent: We have treated them exactly on the same hnes as lihe 
students selected by Government. 

Dt. Sir Zla Dddin Ahmad: May I know if it is not a fact that a student who 
was nominated by the Aligarh University and who had got admission already in 
one of the Universities, was not given this priority ? 

Dr. John Sargent: I should be glad to look into this case, but our praotice- 
has been to treat these students exactly on the same lines whether they were- 
gomg on Government grants or on private grants. * 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: On what principle this priority was not given to 
this particular student who had already seour^ admission and who h^ certi¬ 
ficates of the Friifessors with him? He was to carry on research work and yet 
he has been waiting all the time and no primnty certificate has been given ato 
hhoQ? 

Dr. John Sargent: If the Honourable Member will give me information 
about that ease, I will look into the matter. 
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Dr. Sir Zla Uddln Ahmad: I have already wriibteu to the Department three 
.tunee* 

Sri M. Anaathaaayanam Ayyan^ar: With regard to part (c) of the question, 
'may 1 usk on. what basis the allocation of the numher of students has been 
made with respect to each province, particularly Madras ^ Is it according to 
the population or is it according to the number of apphcanls*’’ 

Dr. John Sargont: According to the number which the Provinces themselves 
asked for 

Sri K. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Are there not students who have been 
sent directly by the Provmcial Governments irrespective of the number sent 
• by the Government of India? 

Dr. John Sargent: The total number of scholarships was divided on the 
basis of roughly 50 50 between the Provinces and the Government of India. 
So fu as the number of provmcial scholarships is concerned, it depended on the 
requirements specified by the Provincial Committees There was some scaLng 
^wn because the total number of requirements were larger than the total 
number of scholarships offered 

Mr. Muhammad Nanman: May I know whether the Government of Indra 
‘do not make arrangoments for the adiiiissic.n of these students? Do they not 
jnnke arrangements with the colleges authorities by their own effort? 

Dr. John Sargent: As I explained already, we now have Educational Liaison 
Officers, who were members of the staff of my Department They are fully 
aware of the requirements of the Government. They are workiqg m London 
and the Umted States of America. Whenever a student who was going either 
nt Government expense or at his own expense applied for assistance, we ende¬ 
avoured to render him everj assistance In spite of diHiculties, we have 
been able to secure passages for a considerable number of students. 
But some students, at present, either because they are not aware of the ammge- 
ments or because they prefer to be independent make their own application for 
admission, and of course, in this case, naturally we would be glad if they secure 
admission, but if they cannot get admission, we cannot help it 
(&) Written Answers 
Dai* von OmoiAx. TaBUKATzon or Wab 

151. *Pundit Thakui Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of 
-the House kindly state if they have decided about the date from which the 
war will be deemed to have ended? 

(b) If not, will Government kindly give the reasons as to why they are delay¬ 
ing such a decision? 

(c) What is the approximate date when they propose to arrive at a decision 
about this date? 

The BooouzabU Sir Edward Banthall: (a), (b) and (o). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply which I gave to quesUims No 9 and 16, on 
the subject, by Dr Zia Uddin Ahmad and Mr Leslie Gwilt respectively, on 
-the 5th of this month 

Bbho-usino or BaszDBirrs or Wabd 14, Dbui 

162. *Shai]ili Baflnddln Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) With reference to the state 
ment laid on the table of the House on the 4th April, 1945, in reply to part (d) 
of Starred Question No 449 asked by Mr Kailash Bihari Lall, M.L A , on the 
iilst February, 1945, will the Health Secretary be pleased to state the standard 
by which the re^dents of Ward No 14 Delhi, will be judged as eligible for 
re-housing under the Poormen Housing Scheme? 

(b) Will Government please assure this House that those people of Ward 
No 14 whose land will be acquired, will be definitely provided with accommoda- 

<tion under the Delhi Be-housing Scheme? 

(c) In what locality do Government propose to house the persons of Ward 
No. 14 after the Serai Purani Idgah Slum Clearance and Development Scheme 
has been sanctioned? 
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Mr. 8. Y. OnJmam: (a) The conditions under which persons shall be 
eligible' for the benefits of the rehousing scheme are at present under 
consideration. 

(b) Only persons whose income is within the limits to be laid down will 
be provided with accommodation under the scheme 

(c) The matter is still under the consideration of the Trust 

SwiiAT Pi mAV T loOAH SLUM CLlASAKOa AND DbVXLOPHXNT SoHXMB 

163. *Shaikh Bafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: Will the Health Secretary please 
state if, in view of new Section 24(a) of the United Provinces Town Improve¬ 
ment Act (VITI of 1010) as extended to Delhi, the market value of property 
.intended to be acquired under the Serai Purani Idgah Slum Clearance and 
Development Scheme has been fixed? If iiot» why not, and by what date 
will it be fixed? 

Mr. S. H. y. Oulanam: The scheme referred to has not yet been approved 
by the Delhi Improvement Trust and the question of acquisition of land has 
not yet arisen 

Smaat Pusani Idoah SnuM Clbabanos and Dbvblopmxnt Sohbmk 

164. •Shaikh Bafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Health Secretary be 
pleased to state whether the Serai Puram Idgah Slum Clearance and Develop¬ 
ment Scheme has been submitted to Government for sanction under section 40 
of the United Provinces Town Improvement Act (VIII of 1919 )aB extended to 
Delhi? 

(b) If the reply to (a) above be in the affirmative, when wdl the Committee 
for hearing objections of persons concerned be appomted by the Delhi Improve¬ 
ment Trust? * 

Mr. 8. H. T. Ottlanam: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise 

Dbabth or Aooommodatiob ih Djbuhi and Nxw Dxlhi 

166. ‘Sir H aaaan Suhrawardy: (a) I«i the Honourable the Labour Member 
aware that, in spite of the cessation of hostilities, there is still a great dearth 
of accommodation in Delhi and New Delhi? 

(b) Is he aware that, in spite of the promulgation of the New Delhi Bent 
Control Order and the Delhi Bent Control Ordmance, landlords are still haraRning 
tenants and takmg advantage of every possible loophole in the law? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of keeping the afore¬ 
said enactments in force until normal conditions prevail at least and until this 
Assembly enacts some law to regulate the relations between landlords and 
tenants in the Delhi Province? 

The Bonoureble Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) Yes. 

(b) I have not received any complainta recently. 

(c) It is the intention of the Government of India that rents should 
•ccxitmue to be controlled in New Delhi and Delhi until normal conditions return. 

India's Bxliit CoNmiBTrrioN to U N. B. B. A. 

166. *811 M. Ansmtliasayaaam Ayyaagv: Will the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member please state: 

(a) the amount of money contributed bv India towards relief by the UNBBA 

<lunng the year 1946-1946; * • 

(b) what porportion that amount bears to the total contribution to the orga¬ 
nisation ; 

(c) what proportion of the total has so far been spent in relief in Europe and 

in Asia; ^ 

(d) the total strength of the staff of the UNBBA; 

(e) how many Indian nartionals Hmdus, Muslims or Christians and others ora 
<on the staff of the oiganisation and what pay or allowances they draw; 
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(f) if he proposes to place on tiie table ihe latest report of the UNBBA; 

(g) whether any portion of the funds of the UNBBA is spent for the benefit 
of the German or Italiaoi ae other European people, and 

(h) whether any portion of the funds is or is proposed to be spent for the 
relief of the Japanese and other far eastern nations, like the Indo-Chmese and 
the Indonesians, who have suffered heavily in the recent fightmg in Java and 
Indn-China, and in India which is affected by famine, if so, what the amount is? 

The Honourable Dr. Six X. Axiaul Huque: (a) and (b) India’s total 
contribution to UNBBA amounts to lis 8 ciores This was approximately 1 8 
per cent of the total contributions made, authorised or promised to UNBBA 
up to the 30th September 1945 

(c) Up to the 30th September 1945, approximately 63 per cent of the 
total amount contributed to UNBBA by idl member Governments wub spent 
in Europe and 0 02 per cent was spent in Asia As far as our information 
gocb, only token aid could be given to Chuia during this period as uur in the 
Far East ended later than m Europe But m 1940, relief supplies worth 879 
million dollars are proposed to be sent to China 

(d) The total strength of the UNBBA staff excluding voluntary and lof/il 
SCI vice personnel is 9,081 

(e) A statement is laid on the table 

(f) Five copies of the latest published Beport of the Director General to 
the UNBBA Council have been placed m the Library 

(g) UNBBA assistance is bemg given to the following European countries, 
VIZ roljtud, Czechoslovakia, Ukraine, Albania, Yugoslavia, Greece and to a 
limited extent Italy 

(h) The Government of India have no information whether UNBBA pro¬ 
poses to exthnd its activities to Japan, Indo-China or Indonesia No assistance 
was asked for from UNBBA in respect of India 



LiH of Indian Peraonntl emphn/td by U N 

R R. A 



Nome 

Designation 

Salary 


Bel gion 

CoeaimA Soorma* 

Recruiting OiHoer and Oflicer on 
Speoial Duty, Now DtUn 

1 6,BB0 

per 

Musi m 

8 K Gupta 

. Recently recruited by UNBRA 
Headquarters m Washington, 
DC. 



Christian 

0. V Oaneshou 

. Accountant, Washington, DC- 

1 4,200 
annum. 

per 

Hindu 

ICn G Johnstone 

Secretory to Liaison Officer, New 
Delhi 

Rs 400 

per 

Christian 

y. Roznomurthy 

Seeretaiy to Recruiting Officer, 
New Delhi. 

Bs. 400 
mensem. 

per 

Hindu 

K. N. Vuwanath . 

. Procurement Recorder, New 
Delhi. 

Bs. 400 

per 

Hindu 

8. N. Joitler 

General Clerk, New Delhi 

Bs. 280 
menseip. 

per 

Hindu 

Ifotilal Mshra 

Office Assistant, New Delhi 

Rs. 00 

per 

Hindu 

Bishan Dos . 

. Office Bearer, New Delhi . 

Rs. 40 

P« 

Hindu 

'^tafeeq Ahmed 

Office Bearer, New Delhi 

Bs. 40 

per 

Muslim 


Indian domioiled in Banna. 
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Apfointhbnt of I/t.-Col. Fraser as Director, Public Health Services 

157. *Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Health Secretary be 
pleased to state: 

(a) if Ills atlouUou has been diawn to an article from a special correspondent 
in the Hindustan Times of the 27th October, 1045, regardmg the appointment 
of one Lt.-Gol. D. M Fraser as the Director of Public Health Services, 

(b) if the appointment has already been filled and if so, whether applications 
wore culled for through the Federal Pubhc Service Commission or otherwise, and 
scrutinised by the proper authorities; 

(c) tile outstanding qualifications of Col Fraser which led to his selection 
and uiietbci ho had any training or expeiience in Public Health Services, 

(d) whether the claims of suitable Inuious were considered betore this ap¬ 
pointment was made; 

(e) the iiunibcr of suitable Indian applicants with their academic qualifica¬ 
tions and professional experience, and 

(I) whether the claims of Indian officers senior to him m rank or service were 
•considered and superseded, if so, on what grounds? 

Mr. S. E. Y. OuLmam: (a; ies 

(b) The appointment has been idled As the post has been Idled by the 
appointment of an otiicer oi the Indian Medical Set vice, no applications were 
ca'lcd for 

(c) The officer selected has a distinguished record ot service m military and 
civil employment lie has no expeneiue m public health service except 
when m chaigc ot the combined medical reliet and hygiene military organisa¬ 
tion which operated in liengal during 1943 and 1944 

(d) and (f) Thu suitability ot aU uvai'able officers of the Indian Medical 
SerMCo within the range of selection was. cons.idered As the appointment 
was filled pnielv by selection no question ot supoftession of anyr officer arises. 

(e) As already stated lu ihc leply to pait (b) no U] plications were called 
for 


Manufacture of Tractors and Fbrtilizbbso 

158. *Sri B. Venkatasubba Reddiar: Will the Agriculture Secretary be 
pleased to state 

(a) the number of tractors that have been purchased by the Government of 
India, the couutrics from which they were purchased, the cost at which they 
were purchased for the past tw'o years, and how they have been distributed by 
the provinces, 

(b) it any tractor is manufactured in India and if not whether any attempt 
was made to place orders with Tatas or any other firm of manufacturers, 

(c) if any factory or factories have been opened m India for the manufacture 
of fertilisers wuthin the past tw'o years, if so, the places and their number m 
each province, 

(d) whether any fertilisers are manufactured in India and if so, their names; 
and 

(e) the additional area cultivated under rice in India as a whole and Madras 
in particular, and the facilities provided hv Government m their 'Grow More 
Foodgrmns campaign in the past tw’O years? 

Sir Pheroie Kharegat: (a) 102 Grawler tractors of the total value of 352,500- 
dollars have been procured from the USA during the past two years These 
tractors were obtained under Lease-Lend and cash payment* to an extent of 
43,800 dollars only has to be made for the tractors which were outstanding: 
against Lcasc-Lend contracts before declaration of V-J Dav Eight of these 
tractors have nob yet been shipped from the USA. 19 arrived recently and 
have not yet been distributed A statement showing the distribution of tho 
remaining 75 tractors is laid on the table. 

(b) No. It was not practicable to start tractor manufacture in India during' 
the war. 



i.BUiBt,AXlVJS ABSBMBLY [llTH FbB. 194ft 

(c) So &r as is known, a pilot plant for the production of superphosphates 
ims been erected m Delhi province and another plant for the production of 
‘Sulphate of ammonia is under erection in Travancore. Further information is 
being collected and will be laid on the table of the House in due course 

(d) The following fertilisers are bemg manufactured in India (1) Sulphate 
of Ammonia, (2) Superphosphate, (3) Bone Meal, (4) Potassium nitrate, and 
((5) Muriate of potash 

(e) The average acreage under nee durmg the two ycais 1948-44 and 1944-45 
was 80 94 million acres as compared with 74 11 million acres the corresponding 
average of the preceding quinquennium, thus representing an additional area 
of 6 83 million acres The corresponding figures for Madras are 10 81 million 
acres during the >ear 1943-44 and 1944-45 as compared with 10-21 million 
acres during the preceding quinquennium, this represents an additional area 
of SIX hundred thousand acres 

A*, regards the latter part of the question, the Central Government have 
given loans and grants to Provincial Governments for financing schemes relat¬ 
ing to (i) irrigation, (ii) land reclamation and improvement, (iii) distribution 
of manures and fertilisers and improved seeds at concession rates, (iv) ^eed 
multiplication, (v) cpmpost making and (vi) bonus to cultivators for diverting 
area from non-food crops to food crops Arrangements were also made for 
the import of chemical fertilisers and agricultural machinery from abroad and 
assistance was given to Provincial Governments in securing (i) iron and steel 
for the manufacture of agricultural implements, (ii) coni for the manufacture 
• of bricks for wells and (iii) cement for the construction of wells 


A Hattmani aK/nving the diatnbuiion of 7; traetora 
Allottee Kumber of trootom 

BaluoUetaa Adrainiatration 0 

Bihar Government ... . 5 

Bombay Government ... 38 

lladrM Government. 4 

Sind Qovenunent .... 1 

United Provinoee Government 6 

Army Authorities (Q M. O) . 4 

Imperial Agrieultural Researeh Institute 2 

Boroda State ... 2 

Bundi State. 1 

Mysore State. 2 

Reserved for Central Tractor Station 4 

Total 75 


Faminx CoxDmoir m Madbas Distbicts 

169. *Sxi S. Benkatuubba Beddlar: (a) Is the Food Secretary aware that 
'the whole of South India and West India had no seasonal rains and thait &mine 
• conditions are prevailing in Chittoor, other Boyalaseema disfaicts and almost 
in all the southern districts of Madras Presidency? Will he please state the 
'percentage of yield of foodgrains expected this year in those areas? 

(b) Am Government aware that the distncts of Boyalaseema are constantly, 
affected by famine? If so, have Government token any steps or afforded any 
‘facilities for irrigation and cultivation by this or provincial Governments? 

(c) What is the amount standing to the credit of the Central Famine Belief 
‘Fund? 

(d) Do Government propose to send adequate rsontribution to the famine 
stricken area in the Madras I^sidency? 

(c) What parts of this country are expected to be affected by famine or 
unfavourable conditions this vear and what steps are pr<^ 08 ed to be taken for 
’relief in those areas? 
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Vx. B. B. S6li: (a) Goven^ment are aware of the failure of monsoon w^ 
South and West India and of the difficult food position prevailing in the dis¬ 
tricts of Madras mentioned by the Honourable Member. The yield of food- 
grains 111 these areas is likely to be 10 to 50 per cent, below normal 
(b) Yes, Sir 

The Central Government have sanctioned grants to the extent of 
Kb 1,27,700 for 11 schemes in Anantapur circle for providing irrigatioa 
facilities 

In addition, the Madras Government have taken up two irrigation schemes, 
in Kurnool district 

(e) There is no Central Famine Relief Fund 

(d) Does not arise 

(e) Foodgrains shortage is likely to arise in the Southern Districts of 
Bombay, Madras, Mysore, the Deccan States and the Western India States. 
The tiueasures proposed by the Government of India to cope with these short¬ 
ages were described by tne Honourable the Food Member in the recent FooA 
debate in the House 

HoUSB PbbMIT TAKEN BY Mb. PaTHBB UNDBB PeOOINO AoT 
]6o. *Seth Gov&id Dm: (a) Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relatioua 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr Father in Natal 
has taken a permit, under the Pegging Act, to acquire and occupy a house which 
IS already occupied by a white person and that he has thereafter taken legal 
action to get the house vacated from its white occupant to occupy it himself? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is m the affirmative, is it a-faot that Mr.' Father has 
net yet been able to get xiossession of that house m spite of the legal remedy 
sought by him? 

(c) Are Government aware that a section of the white community is deter¬ 
mined to set fire to that building if the present occupant is ejected by the court 
and Mr. Father takes up residence m it? 

Mr. B. M. Bsnsijee: (a) and (b). Mr Father has obtained a permit imder 
the Pegging Act to occupy a house m Durban which is presumably occupied 
by a European at present He has not however taken any legal action io> 
get It vacated He has not yet been ab’c to get possession of the house. 

(c) Government have no information except that at an open air protest 
meeting of the Europeans to demonstrate against the Mmister’s refusal to 
rescind the permit, members of the audience remarked that they would take 
steps to prevent Mr. Father from occupying the house 

Economic Sanctions against South Ajtbioa 

161. *Seth Goykad Dm: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Belartions De¬ 
partment please state whether Government propose to enforce economic sanotiona 
against South Africa and also call back the Kgh Commissioner for India from 
South Africa as a protest against the statement of the South African Premier 
made in the South African Parliament, while introducing the commonly called 
‘Freezing Bill’ and also against the policy of racial Fascism initiated by him? 

Mr. B. M. Banerlee: I would refer the Honourable Member" to the debate 
that took place in the House on the 4th February, on the adjournment motion 
3n the subject 

Freezing Act vm a vis Feogino Act 

162. *Seth Qcvlnd Das: (a) Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations 

Department please state if it is a fiict that under the Pegging Act immovable 
iroperty in South Africa could, be acquired and occupied by Indians on taking 
lecessatry permits? If so, will he lay on the table a statement showing the 
lames of the persons who have acquired and occupied immovable nronerSo in 
"Tatal since the enactment of fh® " 
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(b) What difference will there be between the Pegging Act and tiie so-called 
Free.!ing Act which is sought to be introduced by Field Marshal Smuts in South 
Africa, and will this Freezing Act be a permanent Act or a temporary measure 
like the Pegging Act? *’ 

Mr. S. N. Baneijee: (a) The reply to the first part is m the affirmative 
The mformation wanted m the second part is being collected and will be laid 
on the table of the House when received 

(b) fiovernment have no official information yet about the precise provi¬ 
sions of the proposed bill I would however invite the Honourable Member’s 
attention to the debate which took place m the House on the 4th February 
1946, on the subject. 

Enfbamohisemeet of iKDiAirs nr Natal and Transvaal 
163. *SetlL Govind Daa: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Eelations De¬ 
partment please state whether there is any possibility of Indians m Natal and 
Transvaal being enfranchised for Local Self-Government and parliamentary 
institutKNis? If so, wiU this franchise be direct or indirect? , • 

Mr. B. N. Banerjee: Government of India have had un-official mforma- 
'tion that the Union Government have been considering certain proposals for 
granting Indians a limited franchise on a communal roll Such franchise is 
intended to give Indians the right to elect Europeans to represent them in 
local bodies and provmcial and Umon legislatures. I am unable to say 
-whether these proposals will materialise. 

Bbchfrooitt Measures aoainst South Africa 
164 *8601 Govlnd Das: Will the Secretary, Commonwealth Relations De¬ 
partment please state what reciprocity measures have been taken so far against 
:the SouiJi Afriuan whites visitmg and staying in India, and the rensons for 
failure of the Government of India to segregate them for residence and travellmg ? 

Mr. B. N. Banerlee: Copies of all the three sets of i;uleB made under the 
Reciprocity Act are laid on the table of the House Briefly, all persons of 
inon-Indian origin domiciled m South Africa have been declared “Prohibited 
immigrants” and as such are not allowed to enter, and reside in, British India 
without obtainmg exemptions or entry permits On the same principles on 
which such permits arc granted to Indians in South Africa, only temporary 
entry permits are granted for short periods not exceedmg one year at a time 
•on payment of a fee of Rs 15 and of a security deposit not exceeding 
Rs 2,500. Ordinarily, a security deposit of Rs 600 is actually levied 

Persons of non-Indian origin domiciled m the Natal and Transvaal pro¬ 
vinces cannot, without a permit, acquire any property or occupy any land or 
premises in India which were not occupied by any South Afirican of that 
class before the let December 1944 

A person of non-Indian origin domiciled anywhere in the Union except the 
Cape Province is debarred from the franchise of a local body in India, unless 
he had been on the electoral roll of that body before the commencement of 
the rules. 

The number of South Africans residing and travelling in India is so small 
that it has not been practicable so far to devise measures for segragating them 
for purposes of residence and travellmg 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS 
NOTIFICATION. 

Ntw Delhi, the let December 1944 

No F 170-2/43-0 S (4) —In cxerciiie of the Tx>^\ers conferred by eeition 6 of the Recipro- 
fCity Act, 1943 (No IX of 1943) and in pursuance of the direction made in respect of 
persons domiciled in the Union of South Africji under section 3 of the said Act in the noti¬ 
fication of the Government of India in the Dcp.-irtment of Commonwealth Relntions No F 
170-2/43-0 S (1), dated the 3rd November 1944, the Central QovernmeS? i, SksSed to 
make the followinf^ Rules, namely ■— ^ 

yAfric4*Rule7'^l^'* eommenrement -(1) These Rules may be called the Reciprocity (South 
(2) ihey shall come into force at once 
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2 DefiniUont —In theBo Rules, uiilesB there thing repugnant in the lubject or 

context,— 

te) “the Act" means the Reciprocity Act, 1W3 

"prohibited immigrant" means eny person not being of Indian origin who U 
domiciled in tlie Union of South Africa, other than — 

(i) any person duly appointed by Hm Majesty or by the Oovernment of the Union of 
49outh Africa to exercise diplomatic functions anywhere or to work as Trade Commissioner 
in India, and the familv, staff and servants of such persem, 

(ii) any officer or mi?mbcr of the crew of any vessel for the tune being used commercially 
for the carriage of passengers or cargo, while employed in his duties os such, 

(ill) any member of the Armed Forces of His Majesty and the wife and legitimato 
children of such member, until the expiry of six months after the termination of the pre¬ 
sent hostilities; 

(iv) any person bom in British India’*before the commencement of the Act; 

(v) any person born anywhere after the commencement of the Act whose parents were 
at the time of hu birth domiciled in British India, provided that such person if bom out- 
side British India is brought into British India within three years from the date of his 
birth, 

• wife and legitimate children, who have been proved be so to the satisfactum 

of the Immigration Commissioner or Officer concerned, of anv person described in sub- 
dause (iv) or sub clause (v], provided that anv *>ach child SLcking to cater Brituh India 
,after the commencement of these Rules shall be aicompanied by his mother, unless she is 
deceased or already resident in British India at the tune, 

(c) "vessel" mclndes aircraft 

3 liar on entry into linluh India —Save as provided in these Rules no prohibited immi* 
grant shall enter Brituh India 

4 deportation—The Central Government may by order in writing direct any prohibited 

immigrant for the time being resident in British India to leave Brituh India wUhm such 
<iima as may be specified in the order. • 

5 Licence to trade reatneted —(1) Except with the permusion m wr^ing prsvionslj 
•obtained of the Central Government, no prohibited immigrant may obtain nay 

or permit to trado required by or under any law for the tune being m force 

(2) Any such licence or permit obtained before the commencement of these Rules sbmH 
on the expiry of three mouths from the commencement of these Rules becomes void unlees 
within that period permission in respect thereof has been obtained under aub-rule (1) 

6 Immujralum ('ommiauoneia and Immigration 0/flcers—{1) The Central GovenunieDt 
may appoint such persons as it thinks fit to be Immigration Commusionera or Immigration 
Officers for the purposes of these Rules withm such local limits as it may respectively 

to them 

(2) An Immigration Commissioner shall have general control over all Immigration Offi cer s 
within the local limits of his jurisdiction, and may exercise all the powers of an Immigra- 
lion Officer under these Rules He shall he officnally subordinate to such authority as the 
•Central Government may specify in this behalf. 

(2) Kverv Immigration Commissioner and Immigration Officer shall be deemed to be a 
public ser\.aiit within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code 

7 Procedure at, ports in relation to inahihited vmmtgrania—[\) If after inspection of 
the returns requiivd under the Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1239, or otherwise, and 
after giving the person loncerned a reasonable opportumtv of representing that he is not a 
prohibited immigr.int, the Immigration Officer is of opinion that any person is a prohibited 
immigrant, ho may, iii lieu of proceeding against such person for a contravention of role 
3, by order in writing— 

(a) require such penon te leave British India by the samw vessel on which he arrived, 
and not to leave the vea<ie1 (or in the cose of arrival by aircraft, the preemeta of the air¬ 
port) pending th» departure of the vessel, or 

(b) if It appears to the Immigration Officer on the representation of the master of the 
vessel that the person should be required to depart from British India otherwise than on 
the vessel on which he arrived, and if the master of the vessel deposits mich snm not exceed¬ 
ing fifteen hundred rupees as the Immigration Officer considers necessary for covering the 
expenses incurred in maintaining the person and removing him from British India, cauae the 
person to be removed in custody from the vessel and detained in each place as may be 
convenient pending the departure of a suitable vessel on which ha may be placed 

Provided that if the person undertakes m writing to comply with mch conditions a» 
the Immigration Officer may think fit to impoe# (which shall include reporting to the 
Immigration Officer in person at least once in everv twenty-four hours), and if the Immi¬ 
gration Officer 18 satisfied that the person has sufficient means at his immediate disposal to 
meet the expense of his maintenance and accommodation, the Immigration Officer may 
famish the person with a permit authonsmg him to make hu own arrangements for his 
stay in the port pending the departure of the vessel on which he is to leave t-j-* 
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(2) On taking any action nnder anb-rtile (1), the Immigration Officer shall inform the 
person in writing of his rights of appeal under sub-rule (1) of role 11 and shall also furnish 
the master of the vessel with a copy of his order 

8 Procedure in doubtful cases —(1) If any person on arrival in Brf.ish India fails to 
satisfy the Immigration Officer that he is not a prohibited Immigrant 
and if such person deposits such sum not exceeding fifteen hundred 
rupees as the Immigration Officer may require as security for the observance of the here¬ 
inafter mentioned conditions (which sum such person shall agree shall be liable to bo for¬ 
feited to His Majesty if the said person fails to observe any of the said conditions), the- 
Immigratioii Oflicer may, in lieu of proceeding under rule 7, grant such person a permit m 
Form A permitting him to enter British India and to remain therein for such period nob 
exceeding one \ear as may be specified in the permit, subject to observance of the condi¬ 
tions set out in the permit 

(2) Upon issuing a permit under sub-rule (1), the Immigration Officer shall make such 
further enquiries as ha may consider necessary and shall, as soon as possible and in any 
event before the expiry of the period specified in the permit, deride whether or not the 
said person is a prohibited immigrant He shall forthwith inform the person of such deci- 


(3) If such decision is to the effect that the person is prohibited immigrant, Immigra¬ 
tion Officer shall also inform ‘‘iim in writing of his rights of appeal under sub rule (1) of 
rule 11 or if such decision is to the effect that the person is not a prohibited immigiant the 
Immigration Officer shall forthwith issue to the said person a declaration to such effect in 
Form B and shall return the deposit made in accordance with sub-rule (1) 

(4) For the purposes of determining domicile in British India, the period spent in Bntisla 
India, tinder a permit issued nnder sub-rnle (1) in respect of which a declaration in Form 
B IS subsequently issued sh^l not be deemed to have been a conditional or temporary resi¬ 
dence 

9 Haiiju/ as to mtstale, etc —(1) flo nrohibited immigrant shall he exempt from the 

provisions of these Rules or be allowed to remain in British India by reason only that he had 
not been informed that he might not enter or remain in British India, or that he had been 
allowed to enter or remain through oversight or mistake or owing to the fact having been 
undiscovered that he was a prohibited immigrant i 

(2) If it appears to the Immigration Commissioner that a declaration in Form B has 
by any such reason as aforesaid been erroneously issued to any person, he may, after giving 
such person a reasonable opportunity of being heard, cancel the declaration and order the 
person to surrender it 

10 Appellate AuUvorihes —^The Central Government may by notification in the official 
Gazette constitute in such manner as it may think fit Appellate Authorities for the purposes of 
these Rules within such local limits as may be specified in the notification 


11 Appeals —(1) Every person against whom anv order is passed by the Immigration 
Commissioner or the Immigration Officer may appeal in writing through Immigration 
Commissioner or Immigration Officer, as the case may be, to the Appellate Authoiity hav¬ 
ing jurisdiction within three clear days of the order appealed against or in respect of an 
order passed under clause (a) of sub rule (1) of rule 7, before the departure of the vessel 
on which the appellant arrived, whichever is earlier 

Provided that the presentation of an appeal shall not authorise a person to remain in- 
British India in contravention of the order appealed against unless the appellant deposits- 
with the Immigration Officer such sum not exceeding one thousand rupees as ^e Immigra¬ 
tion Officer may consider necessary to meet the expenses of the appellant’s maintenance in 
British India during the pendency of the appeal and of his possible removal from British 
India thereafter 

(2) Save that the Central Government may review any order of the Appellate Authority 
which has the effect of causing the removal of any person from British India the decision 
of the Appellate Authority shall be final 

(3) Save as provided in this rule no appeal application for revision or review shall Her 
in respect of any order passed under those rules. 

12 Penalties —^Whoever— 

imp?id“ttre^^^^^^^^ - condition 

fb) escapes from any custody or detention in which he is placed under these Rules or 

(c) attempts to commit, or by any act or omission abets or otherwise facilitatM the 
commission of, any offence specified in clause (a) or clause (b) shall bo nnoi-h.vi ^ * 

not exceeding one thousand rupees ' ' “ ptmishable with fins 

13 Junsdtetion—1^0 Court inferior to that of a Fresidtmcv 

of’lhe first class shall try am- offence punishable nnder these Sle^ fnd no SurtrifaM Vt® 
cognisance of any such offence except upon the complaint of an 

14 Exemptions-The Central G^JJernSient mayTTrit thinfc»“t 

(a by order exempt any person from all or any of the nrovisions of i 

(b) authorise the issue of a temporary permit m Form C thesB Rules; 

to any prohibited immigrant to enter a7d%ido in fr to remain^m'riritis'h Ind“ 
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requiring such person to deposit a sum not exceeding two thousand and fi\e hundred lupees 
as security ioi the observance of the conditions,” 

Provided that the period of validity of such permit shall not exceed one year, thougli the 
permit iiiiiy from time to time be renewed by order of the Central Government foi peiiods 
not exceeding one yeaf at any one time 

Provided further that the residence of a prohibited immigrant in Piitish India authorised 
or permitted under this rule shall not be taken into account in determining whether oi not 
he has acquired a domicile m British India 

15. Temporary permits for trannt .—If the Immigration Comniissioner/Officer is satisfied 
that a prohibited immigrant has entered British India only for the bonafidu purpose of 
proceeding without interruption to some destination outside Biilish India, he may grant to 
such prohibited immigrant a temporaiy peimit in Form C on paiincnt of a fue of Rs 15 to 
enter British India .ind remain therein foi such period as may be necessary foi that pur¬ 
pose, on any or nil the conditions laid down in the permit, .ittcr requiring such peison to 
deposit a sum not exceeding two thousand and five hunched rupees as secuiity foi the 
observance of tlic aforesaid conditions 


16 OLrlifieatrit of ulcniity —(1) The Cential Government m.iy, if it thinks fit, authorise 
the [inmii;iation C'ommis<iioiier to issue a ceitificatc of identity to any peison lawfully resi¬ 
dent in Ihitish India who, dcsiiing to proceed to the Union of South ttiica with the intcn- 
tipii of ic>tiiiiiiiig thcipfrom, is foi anv icabon appiehcnbive that he will be unable on leturu- 
ing to Ihitish India to piove that ho is not a prohibitud iniiiiigiant 

(2) 1 111* High Coniniisbioner foi India in the Union of Si ulh AfiiL.i iiiav, if he thinks 
fit, issue .1 ceitifiiatc of idcntitv to aiiv peison oi Indian origin who, desning to proceed to 
Jsritisli India, is foi .my icason ai)pro)ieiihivo that he will bo Liiiabh* on ariivnl in British 
incfia to jnove that lie is not a piohibilcil immigrant 

of identity undei th’s mle sli.ill be made not less 
riilR applicant’s dep.'irturc, and where the applu.itioii is undei sub- 

rule (1) thiongh the Immigration Commissioner 


17 Profertwn to persons aciiny under these Tittles —^No suit, prosecution or othei legal 
proceeding shall lie against any person for anything which is in good faith dohe or intended 
to be done under these Rules 

18 Ippliratuni of other laws not barred —The provisions of these Rules shall be in 
addition to, and not in derogation of, any other law foi the time being in force 

19 IteyuIatMni —The Central Government mav make regulations not inconsistent with the 
Act or these Rules pinvicling for the procedure to be observed by Appellate Tribunals and 
tor such other incidental or supplementary matteis eonuected with the puiposes of these 
Rules as the Central Government may think expedient 

Fobm a 

(To be prepared in duplicate and signed by the person to whom the peimit is granted). 


, having ainved at 
, has failed to satisfy me. 


” aircraft 
Inunigratioa Commissioner, 
Offioer 


, that he is not prohibited immigrant within the meaning of the Keciuioiity 
(South Africa) Hales, 1944, 

And whereas thw said has deposited with me the sum of 

nupees as required by sub-rule (1) of rule 8 r«f the said Buies as secuiity for hss/hcr 
observance of the hereinafter stated conditions; 

Now, therefore, m exercise of the powers conferred by the said sub-rule, I hereby permit 
the to enter British India and remam there subject 

to the hereinafter stated conditions until 


Cond^ona 


1. The said ahall, unless this permit u subsequently modified, 

removed himself/herself from British India not later than the date above mentioned 

2. Upon failure to observe the above condition the above mentioned sgm shall be forfeited 

to His Majesty, without prejudice to any punishment to which the said . 

may be liable nncler rule 12 of toe said Rules, 


Date 


Immigration Commisa ione.1 
Offioer 


I have read and understood and a|P'ee to abide by all the above stated conditions 


(Signature) 
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Copy of rule 12 


[llTH Feb. 1946 


12 PenalltcB —Whoever— 

(a) contravenes the provisions of any of these Rules or of any order made or condition 

escapes^from nnv custody or detention in which he is placed ui\dcr these RuIm, or 
(c) attempts to commit, or by any act or omission abets or otherwise fMUitotes ttte 
commission, of any offence specified in clausei (a) or danse (b) shall be punishable with fine 
not exceeding one thousand rupees 


Whereas iwfts on ... and nnder Permit 

lio permitted conditionally to enter and remain in British India; 

And wheicas as the result of further enquiries I . 


lmmigr» fa onCqmm.yioner . 

Officer 

IS not .1 prohibited immigrant within the meaning of the Reciprocity (South Africa) Rules, 
1944; 

Non, therefore, in pursuance of sub-rule (3) of rule 8 of the said Rules, I hereby declare 
the said not to be a prohibited immigrant as aforesaid and absolve 

bim/her fiom all obligation under the said permit 
Foejc C 


Tcmpoiaiy Permit, 

Fee Ra 15 (Rupees Fifteen only) 
File No No 


Sum deposited Rupees (Rs ) 

Bv 

(The deposit hereon will be refunded on production of this permit when the holder leaves 
British India upon satisfactory evidence that the conditions and requirements imposed have 
been fulfilled) , 


Subject to the conditions and ffequirements stated hereunder, the holder 
s person of South African domicile of non-Indian origin is permitted to enter British Tmlta 
at for the purpose of 


Immigration Commissioner/Oflicer. 

Date of liisue 
ri.'KC of issue 


This permit is issued subject to the following conditions and requirements and to the 
proMsions of the Reciprocity (South Africa) Rules, 1944 — 

(1) The holder of this permit shall intimate to the Immigration Commissioner/Officer 

his residential address in India and shall keep him informed of any 
subsequent change of address 

(2) The holder of this permit shall lease Bntisli India on or before (Date) without 
expenvo to the (Toseiiiment 

13) The holder of ting permit shall report to the at 

at inteivals of and shall keep that officer fully advised of his 

wliei ea bouts 

(4) The lioldei of Ihis permit shall give to this at least twenty- 

llntish'indi””*^*'^*^ (excluding Sundays and public holidays) of his intended departure from 

(5) The holder of.tliis permit ■.hill <*ceiire propo endorsement on the reverse hereof of 

1 r - 1 I 1 . !• .1 fioin an Immigration Commissioner/ 


(6) This permit wijl be held to be invalidated, and llio deposit thereon shall be forfeited 
to the Government, i? the permit-holder or the depositor named herein or other person 
concerned is shown to the Immigration Commissioncr/Offic er to have made a false declaration 
or false representations in applying for, or sccunng this permit 


(7) Anj 

hereunder ...™ 
tfto said Rules 


breach of thu above conditions will involve the forfeiture of the deposit lodzed 
and will render the holder to he further dealt with according to rule 12*of 


(8) The deposit lodged as security for this permit nhall be regarded as continued and 
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I/We have read and understood and agree to abide by all the above stated conditions 
(Holder’s signature) 

(Depositor's signature) 

Thumbqjnpression on Issue Thumb Impression on Surrender 



i i 


(Reverse of the permit) 
Extensions 


Final Disposition of Cose 

Immigration Commissioner/Officer 

Dati* 

RECEIPT 

t hereby acknowledge the receipt of the sum of (Rs 

being the refund of the deposit made by me in respect of this permit 

Signed Receipt Stamp 

Witness 

Date 

Place 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS 
NOTIFICATION 


New Delhi, the 1st December 1944 

Xfl F -170-2/43 S (5) —In exorcise of the powers conferred by Section 6 of the Red- 
piooity Act 19^ (No IX of 1943) and in pursuance of the direction made in respect of 
arsons domiciled in cither of the Provinces of Natal and Transvaal of the Union of 
South Africa under section 3 of the said Act in the notification of the Government of 
India in the Department of Commonwealth Relations No F 170-2/43-0 S (2). dated the 
3rd November 1944, the Central Government is pleased to make the following Rules, namely ■— 

1 Short title and rommenrement —(1) These rules may bo called the Reciprocity (Natal 
and the Transvaal) Rules, 1944 

^2) They shall come into force at once 

2 Definitions —^In these Rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or 
context. 


fa) "thu Act" means the Reciprocitj' Act, 1943; 


(b) "South African" means any person not being of Indian origin who is domiciled in 
either of the Provinces of Natal and the Transvaal of the Union of South Africa other 
than— ' 

(0 any person duly appointed by His Majest' or by the Government of the Union of 
South Africa to uxercise diplomatic functions anywhere or otherwise to represent that Gov 
c''iT»oTit in India, and the family, staff end servants of such person, 

(ii) any officer or member of the crew of any vessel for the time being used eommerciallv 
for the carriage of passengers or cargo, while employed in his duties its such- 


lities, 


any member of the Armed Forces of His Majesty and the wife and legitimate children 
member, until the expiry of six months after the termination of the present hosti- 


(iv) any person born in British India before the commencement of the Act, 

/hi after commencement of the Act whose parents were 

at the time of his birth doimciled in British India, provided that such poiwn if bom 
outside British India is brought into British India withL threJ years SZ thTdate 
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(vi) the wife and lef;itiinate children who have been proved te be so to the aatiefaction 
of the Immigration Commissioner or Officer concerned of any person desciibed in sub-clause 
(iv) or sub clause (v) 

3 Iteafnrtwna on m/rttinfnia relaiing to tmmovnblc property —(1) Except under the 
autliority of a permit issued under lule 5, no person shall enter into aity aRreemcnt whereby 
a South African acquires or purpoits to acquire any titha in any immovable property in 
British India, or an\ share in, or any debenture of, any company which is the owner of any 
such property 

(2) Without prejudice the provisions of rule 6, an> agreement entered into in contraven¬ 
tion of sub rule (1) shall be null and void 

(3) Every agreement of the nature referied to in sub-rule (1) which is entered into on 
or after the let d.iy of September 1943 and liefoic the commencement of these Rules shall, 
on the e\|iiry of thiee inoiitbs after the commenceinent of these Rules become null anil void 
unless in the meantime a permit has peeii issued under rule 5 in respect of such agreement 

4 Iteatrichona on orcitpatum of land and premiaea —(1) Except under tire authority of a 
peimit issued under rule 6, no South African shall hire or occupy any land or premises in 
British India unless such land was or premises were, immediately prioi to the commence¬ 
ment of these Rules occupied only bv persons, not being of Indian origin, who are domiciled 
anywhere in the I’nion of South Afiica 

(2) A lieaso of any land oi prerni'-es entered into before the comiiieneement of these 
Rules shall not aiitlioiise an\ South Ifrican to occupy siuh land or premises, as the case 
ma\ he, unless the lessee under the lease was a South \Fiuan and he was actually m 
OLenpatioii of the land or promises to whith the lea«r relates immediately prior to the eom- 
ineiicemeiit of these Rules 

(3) The Conit convicting a Smith Afiioan for a contravention of snh-rnle (1) may, 
without prejiiilu'e to the provisions of rule 6, make an order foi the ejectment of the person 
convicted from the land or premises in lespect of which the conliaienlion took place, and 
anv such order shall on applttabion made in this hch.ilf by an officer authorised for the pur¬ 
pose bv thn Central Oovciiiment, be executable by n Civil Court having jurisdiction in the 
area within which the land is or picmises aip situatcMl, as if it were a derree for the deli¬ 
very of actual possession of the land oi prumtsea passed by the said Civil Court 

5 Pnmifa —Subject to such general or special conditions as the Central Government 
may think fit to impose, the Central Government or any officer appointed by it m this behalf 
may issue a permit aiitliorising 

(a) the entering into of an agreement of the nature referred to in sub-iule (1) of rule 3; 

(b) the hiring or occupation of land or premises by a Sooth African 

5 Pennlhfa —If anv' South African contravenes any of the provisions of these Rules, 
he shall he punishable with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, and in the case of n 
continuing eontravenlioii, with a further fine at a rate nob exceeding one hundred lupuos 
for every day during which such contravention is continued 

7 Junadxclton —No court inferior to that of a Presidency Magistrate or a Magistrate 
of the first class shall try any olTenee punishable under these Rules, and no court shall take 
cognisance of any such offence except upon the complaint of a police officer not below th» 
rank of a Sub Inspector 

A V PAI, Joint Secy. 


DEPARTMENT OP COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 1st December 1944 

No F -170-2/43-0. S (6) —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the 
Reciprocity Act, 1943 (No IX of 1943), and in pursuance of the direction made in respect 
of persons domiciled in any of the Provinces of the Union of South Africa excepting the 
Cape Province under section 3 of the said Act in the notification of the Government of 
India, in the Department of Commonwealth Relations No F 170-2/43-0. S (3), dated the 
3rd November 1944, the Central Government is pleased to make the following Rules 
^^1 (1) Those Rules may be called the Reciprocity (South Africa) (Local Franchise) Rules, 

(2) They shall come into force at once 

2 In these Rules, "South African” means a person not being of Indian onmn who ia 

domiciled anywhere in the Union of South Africa elsewhere than in the Cane Provmee 
but until the expiry of six months after the termination of the present hostilities exrln.5«i 
apy such person who is a member of His Majesty’s Forces ’ 

3 Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law, no South African k-. 

eligible for election to any local authonty or to vote in any such electito „„ i.- ” ^ 

^ A V PAI, Joint Secy. 
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Government’s Attitudb in Assembly President’s Election 

166. *Sbn Monan Lai Sakaena: (a) Has the attention of the Honourable the 
Leader of the House been drawn to the newspaper reports regarding the part 
played by him in the recent election of the President? 

(b) Is it a factf that he had committed the Government without any previous 
consultations in the Executive Council? 

(c) Do Government propose to take any steps to prevent the recurrence of 
such o situation again? 

(d) Do Government also propose to consider the advisability of official mem¬ 
bers of the Assemblv not participating in sueh elections? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthidl: (a) I have seen a number of press 
reports all of which are purely conjectural and most of which are inaccurate 

(b) In accordance with established practice 1 must decline to give any 

information with reference to the process by w'hich a decision of Government 
was reached , 

(c) Does not arise 
.. (d) No. 

Students Strike in Delhi PoLYikCHNio 

166. *Shrl Mahan Lai Saksena: Will the Education Secretary be pleased to 
make a statement rcgaiding the students strike in the Delhi Polytechnic? 

Dr. John Sargent: While 1 regret as much as anyone the events which 
have led to the present strike at the Delhi Polytechnic, I welcome this oppor¬ 
tunity of making a statement which will, 1 hope, help to clear the lur m regard 
to this unfortunate incident and lead to a piompt settlement of the dispute. 
Since the issues involved are somewhat complicated and since I fear that an 
incomplete or indefinite statement hv me at this stage would do more harm 
than good, J must ask, Sir, for your indulgence and that of this House if I 
reply • to tins question nt greater leugtli than is* usu.illy peinnttcd I will, 
how’i>\er, omit whnt seem to me to be minor issues .iiul tontine myself to what 
appear to be the mum causes of complaint These i.ill unilei two heads (i) that 
since their inception the senior Departments ot the Polytechnic have never 
been properly staffed, housed, or I'quipped and (n' tliat tlu X.itional Diplomas 
and Ortifioatcs for seveial of wducli the Pohledinie offeis courses have not 
yet boon recognised gcneralK tor the puipose ot einploMiKiit eithei m Industry 
or in Government Service 

With regind to the former I do not think that anyone will charge me with 
trying to make out that our educational arrangements m this country are 
better than they aetuallv are and 1 shall certainly not attempt 
to do so m the case of the Delhi Pdvtcchmc In onlcr, howe\cr, to make clear 
what were the ideas which led to the establishment of tins institution and how 
far they have been realised and how far lhc\ have not, 1 am afraid I must 
inflict on this House u litt’e past history When I came out to India 
in 1938, 1 was surprised to find that in Delhi, the Capital City 

and a large industrial Centre, there was no senior technical institution of any 
kind It seemed to me therefore an obvious place in which to try out under 
Indian conditions recent experiments which had proved their value m my own 
country. One of these was a Technical High School, the aim of which is to 
provide, under normal high school conditions, a type of all round but practical 
education whioli will encourage young people of ability to seek employment m 
Industry I do not think anyone has challenged the success of this experiment 
and os the Technical High School is not involved in the strike. I will not say 
anv more about it Nor need I refer to the impoitant part which the Poly¬ 
technic has played in training war technicians since this '^'ns not one of the 
objects for which it was founded Whether it was wise to proceed with the 
establishment of the senior departments in view of war-time difficulties k\ 
regard to staff, buiklings and equipment, the nature, if not the extent, of which 
could be foreseen, is more open to doubt Hero I must take full responsibility 
for havmg advised Government to proceed In this I w as mainlv influenced bv 
the possibility of securing a competent Head for this new Institiiticjp and I 
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realised that in view of its experimental nature, it was unlikely that we should 
be able to find in India anyone with the requisite experience An attempt to 
do so through the Federal Public Service Commission resulted in failure I 
accordmgly consulted Dr Abbott, formerly Chief Technical Inspector of the 
Board of Education in Great Britain, who visited India la 1936-37 at the 
invitation of the Central Government to advise in legard to developments m 
technical education and whoso report is pretty well known in educational circles, 
and after making enquiries he informed me that owing to a combination of 
circumstances, into which I need not enter, a gentleman, who enjoyed a high 
reputation os the Frmcipal of a Technical College m Great Britain, would be 
prepared to accept our post on terms which would not normally have attracted a 
man of his standing, I felt that the opportunity was too good to be missed 
But although wo were foitunato m securing a Principal, we were anything 
but fortunate m regard to the assistant staff Owing to the great demand 
durmg the war for people with good technical qualifications wc failed to get 
suitable men to fill the key posts of the Polvtoeliiiic altliough we made repeated 
attempts through the Federal l*ublic Service Cominissiou and aftei each 
failure increased the salaries offered We only siici ceded after a considerable' 
interval in filling the Headships of the engineering, applied chemistry and 
architecture departments a few months ago, and it is fair to assume that the 
geiitlenion m question had not had time to get hold of their Departments 
before this trouble started In addition to thi‘«, owing to the higher salaries 
offered m Industry and Departments directlv connected with war production, 
it has been difficult to retain the services of roiupctent teachers on the staff 
with the result that there have been frequent changes which have been detri¬ 
mental to the efficiency of the Institution These staffing difficulties, regrett¬ 
able as they have been, arc not, I submit, evidence of negligence on the part of 
tho aiithontios responsible for the Polytechnic The dearth of higher grade 
tecliiiologisls at the present time is generally admitted Similarly with regard 
to buildings and equipment we have had the money but we have not been able to 
secure tho necessary priorities in respect of many of the orders we have placed 
Here again I submit there has been no negligence on tho part of Government 
and I can assure this House that when T do get mone\ for educational develop¬ 
ment I do not surrcndei it without a real struggle I hope, however, that now 
the war is over, it will be possible to lernedv all these defects before very long, 
and T am glad to sav that the Govcnninenl of India have approved in piinoiplo 
a coinpiehensivo plan eoslmg about Us 80 hus for providing the Polvteehnio 
with its essential leijuiremeiits in n'gard to buildings, eijuipment and staff. 
Provision has been made in next years budget for beginning this development 
and by the time it is completed I anticipate that the Polytcehiue will be recog¬ 
nised as the Technological Dcp<irtment of Delhi University 

Vow I iiiiist tuin to what I believe to be the more immediate cause of 
dissiitisfaution among the students and that is the iioii-rccognition up to date for 
employment in Industry or iii Government service of the All-India Diplomas and 
Certificates for which the Poivtcehme provides courses Courses on these Imes 
were first started in Great Britain after tho lust war the object being to ensure 
that technical instruction was really serving the needs of industry by directly 
associating representatives of industry and of professional associations with the 
drawing up of courses, the recognition of institutions, the supervision of 
oxaminations and the award of Diplomas and Certificates It took some veara 
before the new qualifications wore generally recognised but they are now highly 
regaided and are preferred in many quarters to University degrees awarded after 
simi ur periods of study No one will, I think, deny the potential value of 
courses of this type to India if they can be siiccessiully established Before, 
however, such courses could even be started m this country a good deal of spade 
Jrork was necessary as no machinery for this purpose was in existence. The 
first step was to set up an Association of Principals of Technical Institutions 
and the second was to create All-India Boards of Studies in the mam branches 
of Technology. It is largely duo to Mr Wood's initiative and energy that 

I 
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there are now in being not only an Association of Principals of Technical 
Institutions, to which I believe all the Heads of the principal technic^ institu¬ 
tions m thib country belong, but also fully representative All-India Boards, of 
Studies m such mum branches of technology as eugmeeimg, textiles, applied 
cheuustry, arcliitecture and commerce These Hoards have drawn up all-lndia 
syllabuses in their respective subjects and have recognized a number of 
institutions as places tor conductmg the courses in coimectioii therewith 1 
understand that in most cases the Boards have already applied to the principal 
mdustnal and professional bodies as well as to Departments of the Central and 
Provincial Goveruineuts for recognition of their Diplomas but except m a few 
instances replies have not ^et been received I am in comniunicatioii with the 
Chairman of the Boards to see it 1 can help in any way to expedite recognition, 
and the other day I had what I regard as a satisfactory t.ilk with the Chairman 
of the Federal Public Service Commission m this connection. He told me that 
if any body of standing represented to his Commission that the (|ualificatioiis 
awarded by it were equivalent to those already accepted foi eligibility foi a post 
imdcr Government, his Commission would be milikelv to refuse such an 
*d^phcation It is also rcusonnbic to assume that ruco^mitiou when and uliere 
granted will be retrospective Heie, however, 1 inns^ ir\ to make two points 
clear The bodies responsible for securing recognition are the All-India Boards 
For Government to intervene officially, particularly m the interest of one of their 
own institutions, would not only be contrary to the whole idea of the Diploma 
courses but would also be fatal to their success. The second point is that the 
primary object of these courses is to provide vvell tiamcd recruits for Industry 
rather than Government service and that employers in this countly us elsewhere 
will not be satisfied with paper qualifi(‘ati<ms however impressive but will want 
to be sure that the holders of these qualifications can do a job of work as well us 
or bettor tlian the employees that they have previously recruited 

Lastly, a word about the present position of the Polytechnic in lelation to 
these All-India courses It has been recognised for Engineering, Applied 
Chemistry and Corrimerce Tlic fiist iialch of students have lust taken tJie.r 
passmg out examination in Engineering and Applied Chennstrv and the results 
wore only deebired in Dcecnibei, they .\iU not bo eligible foi their actual 
Diplonnis until (hov have been a \eai at work The Diplonni students m 
Commerce have not yet completed their course The Polvtedinio was to have 
been inspected last week on behalf of the Architectural Board but owing to the 
strike the inspection had to be postponed It has not yet applicil lor lecogm- 
tion for Textiles us it has not so f.n been possible to obtain llie mce‘»sarv 
macliinorx 

1 have oveiy sympathy with the legitimate anxieties, of students on the 
thieshold ot their careois and shall, as 1 have s»ud, do w li.it I ean to lomove 
them but if the facts 1 have stated are eoircct, as I believe them to be, I cannot 
help feeling that this strike is premature and that it will do nothing to cnhaucc 
the reputation of the f^olytoehme in directions likely to be iisctul to the students 
themselves T regret very much that they shoidd h.ive t.ikeii this diastic &top 
Without Inst seeking the advice and help either of the Honourable Member m 
charge of Education or myself Neither of us can, I think, be fmr'y ehaiged 
with ony lack of sympathy with the \onnger generation 

Invidious Treatment to Indian Students Proceeding Abkovd 

167. *Slirl Mohan IiSl SR k se n a; Has the attention, of the Eflucntion Secretary 
been drawn to the newspaper reports of invidious treatment meted out on board 
ship to the Indian students proceeding abroad? If so, what steps, if any have 
been taken to prevent a repetition of the same? 

Dr. John Sargent: Yes, Sir, there has been only one nieulent so far as i 
am aware and I dealt with that m ray reply to part (c) of Starred question 
No. 14, on 5th February, 1946 This occurred when some students refused to 
embark on a troopship, the ‘Georgie’, in October 104.5, because they did not 
consider satisfactory the travel conditions on board There was no invidious 
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treatment of Indian Students as the ponditions were cxactlv tlie same for all 
male pas‘.en"eis under 35 „ , 

Tins incident was very fulK mvestisated at the time and as the le^iilt of the 
steps then taken to explain to all fiitiiie ixissen^eis the exaet n.itnie nt troop- 
deck acconimod.ifion tliere liave bren no fiiither incidents a 

NoN-OFFicrAij CirAiRMAn FOR MuitroiPALmBS AND District Boards in Centrally 
Administered Areas 

168. *Sbxi Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Health Secretary please state 

(a) whether he is aw'nre of the extreme public dissatisfaction against the 
eontiniiame of the offitinl chairman in the Delhi .and Ajmer Municipalities, and 

(h) whether he pioposes to consider the advisability of taking necessary 
steps m this session to provide for the election of a non-official Choirmsm in 
all the Municipalities and District Boards in the Centrally Administered Areas? 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulffliam: (a) The (3haiiman of the Ajmer Municipal Com¬ 
mittee IS not an official As regards Delhi the (lovcrnment uio aware that a 
section of the public is not m favour of continuance of the present airangement 
(h) The Government will consider the mattei * ' 

Curtailment of Eleotrtoity Supply in Ajmbr-Mbrwara 

169. *Fandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhai^ava: (a) Is the Health Secretary aware 
that street lighting hours in Ajmer were reduced as a War measure, that there 
is no light 111 the streets almost throughout the night, causing considerable in¬ 
convenience to the public in the town, and that there is great resentment agamst 
this restriction? 

(h) Are Goveinment aw'nre that in the town of Beawar also the supply of 
cloctricilx to pri\.ito consumers has been curtailed from 6 am to 12 Noo.v*'' 

(c) Do Government propose to instruct the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer- 
Merwui.i to remove these restrictions now that the w'ar is over’ 

Mr. S. H. y. Oulsnam! (a) and (b) Yes, the street lighting hoiiis wore 
cm tailed in oidcr to leduic ns tar ns possible the consumjition of fuel oil and 
wf.ir and tc.ii of maohiiiciv 

(o) The t'liict Comimssioiier alusuK has undci oxammatioii tlu possibility of 
romoMiig tile icstnclioiis 

Report ot Indian Pbarmacopoeial List Committee 

170. *Shrl Satya Narayan Smha: (a) Will the Health Secretary he jileased 
to state whetlici Govoiiiment have leccived tho report of tlie Indian Phar- 
inacopooial List ('ominittcc*’ If so, when do they intend to adopt the Indian 
PIiaiiiMf opoei.i' last as official’ 

(h) Is it the mlcntioii of Govennnent to w'ait for the publication of the 
new edition of the J3ritish Phaiinacopocm before taking any action on the 
Indian rii.iiin.ieopoci.il List’ 

(c) Do (SoNeinmcnt know that many items included in the Indian Pharma¬ 
copoeia! Jjisi niiglil he recognised by the British Pharmacopoeia in their new 
edition and in that case, the Indian Pharniacopoeial List will have to be again 
rPMsed, tliiis c.msing a dela> of several months or years for adopting it as 
official’ ' 

Mr. S. H. Y. Ottlsnam: (a) The iep»>rt of tho Indian Pharniacopoeial List 
(’oininittcc li.is not \ct been received b\ the Government The Committee’s 
repoil has hem suhinitted h\ the Comiriiltcc to tho Drugs Technical Advisory 
Bo.iul and is at piesi nt being printed 

(h) and fe) Jlie .action to he taken on the icpoil will he considered when it 
if! ic.eivod 

Central Drugs Control Laboratory 

17J. •Shri Satya Narayaa Sinha: (a) Will the Health Secretary please 
^t.ile when noieininent mtoiid to enforce the Drugs Rules, 1945, and the 
Dings Act, 1940’ 

(b) What action do Government intend to take regarding the formation of 
the renlrnl Drugs Control Laboratory which v'ould be necessary for the 
enfoi cement of the Act’ 

( 
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(c) Aro Government aware that the work of the Central Drugs Control 
Laboratory is of a highly technical nature and only people experienced and 
<]iinblie‘(1 in testing and analysis of drugs arc the only people fit to he employed 
in the bind laboraioiw *’ Do Government jiropose to see that people auperannu- 
nted oi pt'oplc ou^, of loiicb with scientific woik are not put in charge of any 
sections in the laboratory'^ 

(d) Is it a fact that some members of the staff of the Central Drugs Control 
Laboiaton who had joined the Aim\ are now joining the Laboratory ^again, 
thougli thev lifrve gone entirely out of touch w'lth the testing and analysis of 
drugs 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulsnam: (a) The ProMiui.il Govininnents hn\e been asked 
for then mows on tlio date fiom winch the J)iugs Act and llnles should be 
eiifoieed .md a decision will he taken when then replies are leeeived 

(b) The Central Dings Laboratory will be constituted before the Dings Act 
and liules are brought into force The functions of the Central Drugs Labora¬ 
tory w’lll he pel formed by the existing institution known ns the Diocliemical 
Standardisation Laboiutory 

O') The answer to the first part is in the affirmative As icgards the second 
part only jiersons competent to di*'(h.irge the duties lequiied of them will be 
employed in the Lnboi.itorx 

(d) The Central Dings Luhoratorv has not \et been loustituted The 
existing organisation is tlie Biochemical Standardisation Laboratory One 
ineinliei of the staff of that J^ahoratorv was called up foi inilitury service and 
on (Icniohilisution he will revert to the Laboratory 

Bbitish and Non-Indian Public UTiury Concerns 

172. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to state the nuinhor of pubhc utility concerns owned by British and 
other non-indian interests m India, indicating the amount of the capital 
iiivohed 111 such concerns, and the policy of Gdveriinient in the matter of 
acquiring these concerns on behalf of the State or Municipal or other statutory 
bodies in India 

The Hcmoiirable Dr. B. XI. Ambedkar: T1u> question will be unswcied by the 
Honourable Memhoi in <‘haigc ot the IManinng and Devcloinnent on the 18th 
J'('l)i nary, 1946 

Operation of Scheme for Training of Technicians Abroad 

173. •Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (aj Will the Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to lay on the tabic of the House a eoinpiehensive statement icgardmg 
the operation of the suheiiie for sending technicians already employed m Indus¬ 
tries abroad foi fuither training or for enlarging their mdustrial or professional 
expellence, aiiiioiinced last year, giving paiticulars specially as regards the 
ninnbei of technicians ulio ha\c already jiroceeded to the different cuuntriesi 
the different courses they are going to take up, the processes of selection of 
the said technicians, and the consideration governing such selection'* 

^b) How inuny applicants, if any, are yet to be sent from among those 
wlio have already been selected, liow' many if any, more technicians are likely 
to be sent out likewise in the current year, and in what subjects are these 
technicians likely to be trained and m which countries? 

(c) What will be the estimated cost to the Central Government involved 
in the tiuiniiig of these technicians, and what will be the cost, if any, to the 
Provincial Governments concerned? 

Tbe Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) A statement pi laid on the table 
of the House * 

(b) 152 candidates have yet to be sent amongst those ulreadi selected 
Particulars of the training facilities required for each candidate have been sent 
to the autlioiities coneerned Arrangements arc made for sending the candi¬ 
dates as soon as intimation is received that the training f.icihties required by 
him will he available It is not possible at this stage to say how many more 
candidates over and above those already selected will be sent in the current 
year or the subjects in which thev mav he trained This wnll dbpend on the 
availability of training facilities abroad. 
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(c) Under the scheme the trainin" and other expenses of the candidates are 
borne by the respective emplo.vers i e , private industry, Central and Provincial 
Goveniments and the Indian States, as the ease may be The scheme also 
provides for financial assistance from the Central Governn^piit to candidates 
from private mdustrv where the trumiii" is in a new industry or an industry 
whose development is considered tlesirablc m the national interest and the 
employer is unable to bear the full cost 

The cost to the Central Government duiinf' 1946-47 in icspect of candidates 
selected from amonjUfst Central Govcmuicnt employees <iiid a few eases from 
pri\ate indiistiy where such assistance may be given is estimated to be 
Es 1,01,680 

The estimated cost to the Provincial Governments m lespect of candidates 
selected from amongst Provincial Government employees during 1946-47 will 
be about Es 360,000 


Statement 

So far 1G3 candidates have been selected for training under the Higher Technical Tram* , 
ing Scheme in the following trfkioa.— * 


Trade No selected Remarks 

for 

traming 


Chemical Rngmeering 


Cement Industry 
Mechamcal Engineering 


Metallurgy 
Radio Engineering 
Textiles Industry 

Plastics . ... 

Glass Industry 

Plywood and furniture Industry 
Ship-bmlduig 
Miarino Eiiginoermg 
Film Industry 

Methods of preservation of records 
Electrical Engineering . 


Fuel Technology . 
Ceramics 


Leather Industry 
lodustnal^pplication of X'r 


51 Manufacture of Starch Products 
Manufacture of heavy cliomicals 
Dohydoration and fermentation 
Manufacturo of soaps, oils aiul 
paints 

Chemical Technology 
Manufacture of &ie clunnicals 
and phanuaceuticals 
Manufacture of utility products 
Sugar technology 

2 

23 Manufacture of Agricultural 
implements . 

MauufaLturo of machino tools 
Manufacturo of utility goods and 
instrumnntH 

Manufacture of abrosivo products 
Mochanioal Engineering (general) 


19 Textile tcclinology 

Manufacture of textile machinery 
Manufacture of woollen yarns 

8 

4 

2 

4 


15 Manufacture of eleotrical equip¬ 
ment and appliances 
Generation, transmission and dis¬ 
tribution of electrical energy 
Electrical Engineering (Generw) 


8 

14 

8 

S 


5 


2 


9 

2 

2 

9 


10 


1 


11 

3 


1 
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Civil Engineeiing *, 


Jute SCaaufaoture. 
Uaaufaoture of Looomotivea. 


Sewrage and sewrage treatment . 
Construotion of dams connected 
with i^dio-Eleotno aohemee 


46 out of these are for training m the U. S. A„ 2 m Austraha and 116 in the C. K. 
Training facilities have so far boon arranged only for 18 m the TJ. 8. A. and 22 in the U. K.. 
aa indioatod below:— , 

United Kingdom Trade No. 

• • Meohamcol Engineering ...... 12 

Textile mdustry ... * . . . 2 

Metallurgy. 2 

Ship-Building .... 2 

Fuel technology. 1 

Geology ... .1 

Industry apphoation of X*rays . . » . 1 

Steel manufacture ...... 1 

U. S. A. . . Chemical Engineering ..*... 7 

Kubber industry .... *. 1 

Eleotrioal Engmeonng .... . . 2 

Textde industry ....... 1 

Metallurgy ... . i 

Meohanioal Engineering. . . . . 1 

Plywood industry ....... 1 

Methods of preservation of records .... 1 

Three of the candidates for USA for whom tiainiiig facilities had been di ranged 
dropped out and out of the remauiing 15, 2 have sailed and 15 are awaiting passages In 
regard to the ^ candidates foi uhom training facilities have been arranged in the UK, 
0 have left and 13 are awaiting passages No arrangements have yet been made for th» 
candidates selected for training in Australia 

The candidates aie selected by a Selection Committe-e set up for the puipose. The mim- 
mum qunhfiuitionB are, a dcgveo iii Science or Engineering or an equivalent diploma and 
experience Iho mam considerations governing the selections are the 
<*overninent an«l piivate industry for post-war development and the theJ 
retical qualifications and practual experience of the candidates ^ 


OpBBATION of SCHJtMB FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION OF STUDENTS AbROAD 

nn Kducation Secretary be pleased to lay 

on the table of the House a comprehensive statement regardmg the operation of 
the scheme for technical education of students abroad, dealt with m a press 
communique issued m January, 1945, giving particulars specially as regards tho 
nvunber of students who have already proceeded to the different countries; Se 
^(went technical courses they are going to take up, the processes of selection 
of te® swd students, and the considerations governing such selections? 
bJ- applicants. If any, arc yet to be sent from among those who 

have already been selected, how many if ony, more students are likely to be 

SSy“‘&d“»d ™ 

(c) What will be the estimated coat to the Central Government mvolved in 

a to the ProvlnoW 
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Dr. John Sargent: (s) A stuteinent it. laid on the table of the House 
(b) Out of the students selected in 1945 h\ the Cential and rrovmcial 
Governments for studies abroad, 299 students have ;ict to go Tn addition to 
these 299, it is proposed to send another batih of about 0(X) students this year 
The subjects for the study of which schohns are to be select‘‘d this \ear bv the 
Central Governmeut are given in the pamphlet “Infoiination for students 
desiring to proceed overseas foi Advanced Studies, 1946-47” cojiies of wdiieh are 
available in the Library of the House The bulk of the students will be sent 
to edueational institutions in the United Kingdom and the United States of 
Amenea and a few probabU to Canada, Aiisiiali.i and New Zealand also 

(e) The cost involved in 1946-47 on the scheme is expected not to exceed 
Its 55 Lakhs so fur as the Central Government aie concerned The expendi¬ 
ture to be met bv tlie Provincial Cunemments in icspcct of their students is not 
Itnown vet 


StaUment 

Particulars regarding the sclwmc for sending Indian Students abroad for advanced 
etudiea, the different technical oouraea they are to atudy, the process of selection of tha 
scholars and the considerations governing such selections are contained in the Report of 
the Selection Board, Overseas Scholarships, 1945, copies of which are available in the Library 
of the House Up to the end of last month, 247 students had left for the United Kingdom 
and 150 for the United States of America These iigares are inclusivo of the students sent on 
belialf of Provincial Goiernments 


Rbtubn or Books and Manuscripts removed from Imperial Library, 
Calcutta 

176. *Mr. S. 0. Neogy: Will the Education Secretary be pleased to refer to 
the answer to starred question No 563 of the 28th February, 1945, and state 
■whether the ra/o and valuable books and manuscripts belonging to the Imperial 
Librniy, which were lomoved from Calcutta as a precautionary measure during 
ilie war and deposited with the Aligarh MuRhm University, have since been 
returned to the liibrury? Jf so. what is the total number of books and rnanus- 
eriiitfi that were thus removed, and in what condition are they at present? Hus 
any of them been found to suffer from any damage or deterioration on any 
aceount since they were removed from the Library? 

Dr. John Sargent: The books and manuscripts of the Imjiori.il Library, 
Calcutta, which had been removed to tlie Aligarh MikIiim I iiiveisit\ for safe 
-custody in February, 1942, h.nve since been biougbt b.iiK to C.ilcutt.i The 
1)0X08 containing the hooks have not been unpacked neeessau shelf space is 
not available in the building in which the Libi.ir\ is now housed Oideia for 
steel racks have been placed but the steel is not jet obtainable It is not 
possible to say whether any of tliese books liuve aotuallv suffered damage in 
■storage until a report which has been called for fmm tlie' Librarian is received 
but since they were packed in air-tight, metal lined eases it is hoped that they 
will he found in good condition 


Grant op Import and Export Licences in Ajmbr-Mbrwara 

+1. “ Btalgavt! (a) la fte Food Sacrotey aw.ro 

■tnat there has been a regular jiractice in the Control and Supplies Department 
Ajmer-Merwara to grant import and export licences to such persons only, who 
will agree to pay huge amounts in the so-called Charity Funds irrespective of 
business^ If so, do Government regard this practice just 

(b) Will Govemmen£ disclose as to how much amount has been collected 
flSount?^ manner and how does it contemplate to utilise this 

n take the representatives of the public into confidence 

before finally deciding as to how and m what manner this amount is to be spent? 
B. B. Sen: (a) No such practice exists, 

(b) j«nd (c) Do not arise 



UNSTARIIED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Discxpunaby Action against Studbnts nb Quit India Movement 

30. Sbri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Education Secretary be pleased to 
state the number students against whom disciplmary action was taken in 
the Centrally Administered Areas in connection with the Quit India movement? 

Dr. John Sargent: The information is being collected and will be sent to 
the Honourable Member 

Accounts rb Gobakhfub Labour in Coal Mines 

31. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to state whether all the expenditure incurred on account of the recruit¬ 
ment and employment of the Gorakhpur labour in coal mines has been regu¬ 
larly audited and has been found by audit to be entirely in order? Up to which 
date have sucli accounts been audited? 

(b) What is the name and designation of the 0£Bccr in charge of the Labour 
ITerce and what is the name of his Secretary? What are the emoluments to 
which they are lespcctively entitled, end what is the "extent of the financial 
authority of the Giriecr-in-chaige’ 

The Honourable Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: (a) I'ml part Yes, and the accounts 
have been repoitcd to be ui older 

Svfond puit Ijp to the end of the hnancial year 1944-45 

(b) /'’iisf part -Ml 11 4 Makli, Deimty Director, liuboiu Supply (Coal) 
There is no Sceietaiy attached to him 

Setoml putt Ills scale of pa\ is 1,92.')—.50—2,07.> lie has bean outhonsed 
to incur expenditure <it an ovcinll rate not exceeding 11s 60 per labourer per 
month, to (•o\er the pa\ of labourers, pay of clerical, inferior and medical staff, 
cost of r.itions, and expoiulitiirc on T A and i ontiiigcncies In all cases 
expenditure incuiri'd must be in acconlaiict with scales approved by Govern¬ 
ment. 

Exfenditube on Gorakhpur Labour in Coal Mines 

32. Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable the Labour Member be pleased 
to state 

(a) tho amount so far spent on the Gorakhpur labour employed in coal mines; 

(b) the amount realised so far from the owners of mines who employed the 
Gorakhpur labour, 

(c) the number of members of the Gorakhpur labour force employed in (i) 
Railway-owned colheries, and (ii) collieries owned by public companies and in¬ 
dividuals, and 

(d) the names of those mines where the Gorakhpur labour has been em¬ 
ployed? 

The Honourable Dr. B. B. Ambedkar: (a) Rs 1,01,05,386 up to the end of 
January 1946. 

(b) Rs 22,62,311 actually recovered upto the end of December 1946. 
Rs 20,48,302 are still outstanding for the period up to end of December and 
estimated amount to be billed for Jonuorv 1946 is Rs 16 lakhs 

(c) Number employed in* , 

(i) Railway Collieries 7 per cent ; 

(ii) Collieries owned by Public companies 83 per cent , and 

(iii) Collieries owned by individuals 10 per cent Total labour force as on 
19th January 1946—17,391 

Greatest number employed in aiiv one month—80,600 

(d) A statement rs placed on the table. 

( 773 ) 
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(1) Madhuband. 

(2) Diamond Tiara. 

(3) Model Jharia 
<4) A G Tiara 

(5) Ijower Upper Jliana. 

(6) Indian Jharia 

(7) Bagdigi Kujama 

(8) K P 'a Dobari 

(9) Bhalgora 

(10) Ghanuyadih 
i<ll) fiagchi’a Dobari 
<12) Pandalberra 

(13) Khaa Jhana Dobari. 

(14) South Tiara 
•(15) Eaat Bararee 
16) Pure Joyrampnr 

(17) North Bararee 

(18) G P C’a Jinagora 

(19) Baaudev *A' Plot Colliery 

(20) Pathardih Sndamdih.^ 

(21) Pure Taara. 

(22) N«« Taara 

(23) Central Bhowra 

(24) Bhowra 

(25) Mohulboni 

(26) East Ekra 

(27) Buaaerya 

(28) North Ekra 

(29) Kankanee 

(30) Sendra Banajora 


(1) Parhelia 

(2) Sodepur 

(3) Scetalpnr 

(4) Bankaimullah 11 & 12 pita 

(5) Bankaimulla 7 & 8 pita 

(6) Damra 

(7) Adjai II Colliery 

(8) fiheebpur 

(9) Chapin Khaa 

(10) S E Baraboni 


L\at of Min*t 

Sitr/ace 

(31) Ekra Khaa. 

(32) Ekia Khaa No 12 qnariy 

(33) Mudidih , 

(34) Tctulmari 

(35) Tata’a Sijua. 

(36) Angarpathra 

(37) Jharia Khaa Angarpathra. 

(38) Koiludih 
(38) Agardih 

(40) North Damuda. 

(41) laabelU 

(42) Shampnr 

(43) Pure Laikdih. 

(44) Sanctoria 

(45) Ghapui Khaa 

(46) Khaa Jamchari 

(47) Jote Dhemo 

(48) Girka 

(49) Religarah. 

(50) Junkunda. 

(51) Jambad 

(52) Dhanaar 

(53) Bright Kuaunda 

(54) North Bhuggatdih 

(55) Godhnr 

(56) Pure Kuatore 

(57) Alkuaa Nayadee 

(58) Jairandih 

(59) Swang 

(60) Parhelia 
Ut^trground 

(11) Digwadih 

(12) Jitpnr 

(13) Pure Joyrampnr 

(14) Bhatdee 

(15) Gaalitand. 

(16) Standard 

(17) Ekra Khaa. 

(18) Swang 

(19) Jairandih 

(20) Dhemo Main 

(21) Model Jharia 


SHOUT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWEB 
Ejection op Ladourers living in Fi’el Depots in Golk Market 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: (a) Will the Secretary, Health Depart- 
12Noov please state if it is a fact that the Now Delhi Municipality has 

recently passed orders ejoetm" the labourers employed in the fuel 
depots in the Gole Market for carrying fuel ’onds to customers’ houses? 

(l>) What are the grounds for such ejection 7 

(c) Is it a fact that these labourers weie being housed for the past fifteen 
.lears on the premises of these fuel depots in shfds eovered with /me sheets? 

fill T' it, T fad that the New Delhi Mnnieipalitv did not raise any objection 
till now for (ho labourers living on the premises of these fuel depots? 

(e) Is it n fact that tlio fuel depot owmers have made representations to the 
Mumcipabtv to allow them -to construct permanent slrnetnres for the labourers 
to dw'ell on the premises either at their own expense or at the expense of the 
Municipality? 

(r, Is it a fact that the purchasers of fuel at these Gole Market depots who 
comprise mostly of Secretariat employees are put to great hardship and in¬ 
convenience in carrying fuel to their quarters for lack of labourers? 
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(g) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of instructing the 
New Delhi Municipahtv to withdraw the order ejecting the labourers? If not, 
will not? 

Mi:. S. E. y. Oulsnam: (a) and (b) It is a fact that the New Delhi 
Municipal Committee has removed certain unauthorised sheds, some covered 
"viitli riiic siicetm, and some with planking and cloth, which had been erected 
bv the fuel depot owners and were occupied by labour employed at the depot 
and on carrying fuel loads 

(c) and (d) The sheds have been in existence for a number of years but 
were not removed before because a proposal to remove the depots to another 
site w'as under consideration. 

(e) The fuel depot owners did make such representations recently. 

(f) Inconvenience to purchasers was caused for some days owing to labourers 
absenting themselves from the depots but I understand that little difficulty is 
being experienced now 

(g) No The Municipal Committee has decided to construct proper quarters 
*fDr labour employed at the depots Most of the laboi)r employed on carrying 

fuel loads lives in Vahnrganj 

Sri M. Ananthasayaitsia Ayyangar: May I know how many labourers have 
been thrown out of their houses 

Mr. S. H. y, Oulsnam: I have not got the exact figures with me at present. 

Sri M. A nan t hasayanam Ayyaagar: Does it run to some thousands? 

Mr. S. E. y. OuUmam: No, Sir. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know what arrangements have 
been made and how long it will take for the New Delhi Municipality to provide 
these labourers with quarters? May I know what temporary arrangements have 
been made for housing them? 

Mr. S. E. y. Oulsnam: No temporary arrangements have been made. 
Labourers have been required to find accommodation elsewhere as in the case of 
labourers employed nt the other fuel depots 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know if the Honourable Member 
or any ofiicer m lus Department has made any enquiries as to where they are 
being housed at present, or whether they are on the streets, living on house 
pials ? 

Mr. S. E. y. Ou l s n am: They hove to find accommodation elsewhere 

Prof. H. O. Ranga: Surely it is the concern of the Government to know and 
to ascertain where these people are living . ... 

Mr. President: Order, order, what is the question? 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Is it not the i-esponsibility of the Government to see 
that these labourers who hove been evicted are also provided with temporary 
habitation, especially in this winter season? 

Mr. S. E. y. Oulsnam: Sir, as far as my information goes, they have had no 
difficulty in finding accommodation. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know, if the New Delhi Munici¬ 
pality has been seriously tliinking of providing quarters or building quarters for 
these labourers, what w'as the hurry in driving these people away from their 
sheds so early before actually quarters liave been provided? 

Mr. S. E. y. Oulsnam: I understand that quarters are to be built on the 
sites on which temporary structures were located before 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar; How long does he expect to finish thee* 
new quarters? 

Mr. S. E. y. Oulsnam: 'It will take some months 

Prof. K. O. Ranga: In the meanwhile, what are these labourers expected to 
do? Merely shift for themselves? 
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Hr. S. H. T, Oulsnam: Yes, tbe^ are now living iii Puhargunj. 

Prof. N. G>. Banga: Arc the Oovermneiit satisfied with that position 

Mr. President: Order, older >^e\t question 

SxunENTS’ iSTBlKli: IN OkLUI POLYXECnNlC 

Shri Satya Barayan Sinha: Will the Education Secretary be pleased to 
state as to the attitude ot the Ciovcmment in regard to the strike that is going 
on for a pretty long time in the Pol>techiuc Institute, Delhi? 

Dr. John Sargent: While I regret us much as anyone the events which have 
led to the present strike at the Delhi Polytechnic, I wclconio this opportunity 
of making a statement which will, I hope, help to clear the air in reguid to this 
unfortunate incident and lend to a prompt settlement of the dispute. Since the 
issues involved are somewhat coniplitated and suir‘<‘ I fear that an iiieunipleto or 
indefinite statement by me at this stage would do more harm than good 1 must 
ask. Sir, for your indulgence and that of this House if [ reply to this question at 
greutei length than is u'<ual]y peinnttcd 1 will, however, onnt what seem to me 
to be minor issues and contnio my sell to what appeal to be the main causes of 
complaint These fall under two heads (i) that since tlieir inception the senior • 
Dopuitments of tJio Polytechnic have iievei been piopeily stuffed, housed, or 
equipped and (ii) that the National Diiiloinas and Certificates foi seveial of 
which the Polyteehmc offius courses liavc not vet been leeogmsed generally for 
the pmpose of employmeul eithei in Industiy or in tlovemment Heivice 

With regard to the former 1 do not think that anyone will charge me with 
trying to make out that our educational arrangements m this country are better 
than they actually arc and I shall eeitumly not attempt to do so in the ease of 
the Delhi Polvtechnio In order, however, to make clear what were the ideas 
which led to the establishment of this institution and how lur they have been 
realised and hov' far they have not, 1 am afraid 1 must inflict on this House a 
little past history When 1 came out to India in 10138, 1 was surprised to find 
that m Delhi, the Capital City and a large industrial Centre, there was no senior 
technical institution of any kind It seemed to me therefore an obvious place m 
which to try out under Indian conditions recent experiments which had proved 
their value m my own country One of these was a Technical High School, the 
aim of which is to provide, under nonnal high school conditions, a typo of all 
round but practical education which will encourage young people of abihtv to 
seek employment in Industry 1 do not think anyone has challenged the success 
of this experiment and as the Technical High Sc-hool is not iiivolveil in the 
strike, 1 will not say any more about it Nor need 1 lefer to the important part 
whicti the Polytochme has played m traming war technicians since this was not 
one of the objects for which it wras founded Wliether it was wise to proceed 
with the establishment of the senior departments m view of war-time difficulties 
m regard to staff, buildings and equipment, the nature, if not the extent, of 
which could be foreseen, is more open to doubt Hero 1 must take full respon- 
sibility for having advised Government to proceed In this I was mainly m- 
fluenced by the possibility of securing a competent Head for this new Institution 
and I realised that in view of its experimental nature, it was unhkely that we 
should be able to find in India anyone with the requisite experience An attempt 
to do so through the Federal Public Service Commission resulted in failure. I 
accordingly consulted Dr. Abbott, formerly Chief Technical Inspector of the 
Board of Education m Great Britain, who visited India in 1986-37 at the mvita- 
tion of the Central^Government to advise in regard to developments in technical 
education and whose report is pretty well known in educational 
circles When after making enquiries he informed me that owing to 
a combination of circumstances, into which I need not enter, a gentleman, who 
enjoyed a high reputation as the Principal of a Technical College in Great 
Britain, would be prepared to accept our post on terms which would not normal¬ 
ly have attracted a man of his standing, I felt that the opportunity was too good 
to be missed ^ ® 

But although we were fortunate in securing a Principal, we were anything but 
fortunat^, in regard to the assistant staff Owing to the groat demand during 
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the war for people with good technical quahfications we failed to get suitable 
men to fill the key posts of the Polytechnic although we made repeated attempts 
the Federal Public Service Commission and after each failure increased 
the sulones offered ^ We only succeeded after a considerable interval m filling 
the Headships of the engineermg, applied chemistry and architecture depart¬ 
ments a few months ago, and it is fair to assume that the gentlemen in question 
had not had tunc to get hold of their Departments before this trouble started. 
In addition to this, owmg to the higher salaries offered in Industry and Depart¬ 
ments directly connected with war production, it has been difficult to retain the 
services of competent teachers on the staff with the result that there have been 
frequent changes which have been detrimental to the efficiency of the Institu¬ 
tion These staffing difficulties, regrettable as they have been, are not, I submit 
evidence of negligence on the part of the authorities responsible for the Poly¬ 
technic The deartli of higher grade technologists at the present time is general¬ 
ly admitted Similarly with regard to buildings and equipment we have had the 
liioney but wo have not been able to sccuie the necessary priorities in respect of 
i^uuy of the orders we have placed Here again I submit there has been no 
negligence on the part of Government and I cun assure this House that when I 
do get money for cducutioiial development 1 do not surrender it without a real 
struggle I hope, however, that now the war is over, it will be possible to 
remedy all these defects before very long, and I am glad to say that the Govem- 
niont of India have approved in principle a comprehensive plan costing about 
Its 80 lacs for providing the Polytechnic with its essential rcquiiements m 
regaid to buildings, equipment and staff Provision has been made in next 
•ear's budget foi beginning this development and b> the tune it is completed I 
anlieipate that the Polytechnic will be recognised as the Technological Depart¬ 
ment of Delhi University 

Now I must turn to what 1 belicvo to be the mose immediate cause of dis¬ 
satisfaction among the students and that is the non-reeognition up to date for 
employment in Industry or in Goveiumeiit service of the All-India Diplomas and 
Ceitificatcs for which the Polyleclmic provides couises Courses on these lines 
weie first started m Great Britain after the last war, the object being to ensure 
that technical instruction was really serving the needs of industry by directly 
associating repiosentativcs of ludustiy and of professional associations with the 
di awing up of courses, the recognition of mstitutions, the supervision of examina¬ 
tions and the <iward of Diplomas and Certificates It took some years before the 
new qualifications were generally recognised but they ore now highlj regarded 
and are preferred in many quarters to University degrees awarded after similar 
periods of study No one will, I thmk, deny the potential value of courses of 
this type to India if they cun be successfully established Before, however, such 
courses could even be started in this country a good deal of spade work was 
necessary as no machinery for this purpose was m existence The first step was 
to set up an Association of Principals of Technical Institutions and the second 
was to create All-India Boards of Studies m the main branches of Technology. 
It is largely due to Mr Wood’s initiative and energy that there are now in being 
not only an Association of Principals of Technical Institutions, to which I believe 
all the Heads of the principal technical institutions in this country belong, but 
also fully representative All-India Boards of Studies in such main branches of 
technology as engineermg, textiles, applied chemistry, architecture and com¬ 
merce These Boards have drawn up all-India syllabuses in their respective sub¬ 
jects and have recognised a number of institutions as places four conducting the 
courses in connection therewith I understand that in most cases the Boards 
have already applied to the principal industrial and professional bodies as well as 
to Departments of the Central and Provincial Governments for recognition of 
their Diplomas hut except in u few instances replies have not vet been received 
I am in communication with the Chairman of the Boards to see if T can help in ’ 
any way to expedite recognition, and the other day I had what I regard as a satis¬ 
factory talk with the Chairmqn of the Federal Public Service Commission in this 
connection He told me that provided the authorised bodies concerned recognise 
the diploma as equivalent to a recognised Engineering degree, the Comiaission 
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will also accept it. It is also reasonable to assume that recognition when and 
where granted will be retrospective. Here, however, I must try to make two 
pomts clear The bodies responsible for securing recogmtion are the All-lndia 
Boards For Government to mterveno officially, particularly in the interest 
of one of their own mstitutions, would not only be contrary to the whole idea of 
the Diploma courses but would also be fatal to then success The second point 
IS that the primary object of these courses is to provide well tramed recruite for 
Industry rather than Government service and that employers in this country 
as elsewhere will not be satisfied with paper qualifications however impressive 
but will want to be sure that the holders of these qualifications can do a job of 
work as well as or better than the employees that they have previously recruit¬ 
ed. I hope, however, that the All-India Council for Technical Education which 
Government have set up to advise them and Provincial Governments in regard 
to developments m higher technical education may be able to help. The ques¬ 
tion of the relation of the Course to the AU-India Boards of Studies has been 
placed on the agenda for the first meetmg to be held next month. 

Lastly, a word about the present position of the Polytechnic in relation to 
these All-India courses It has been recognised for Engineering, Applied 
Chemistry and Commeice The first batch of students have just taken their 
passing out examination m Enginccrmg and Applied Chemistry and the results 
were only declared m December, they will not be eligible lor their actual 
Diplomas until they have been a year at work The Diploma students in Com¬ 
merce have not yet completed their course The Polytechnic was to have been 
inspected last week on behalf of the Architectural Board but owing to the strike 
the inspection had to be postponed It has not yet applied for recogmtion for 
Textiles as it has not so far been possible to obtain the neccssory machinery 

I have every sympathy with the legitimate anxieties of students of the thresh- 
hold of their careers and shall, as I have said, do what I can to remove them 
but if the facts I have stated are correct, as 1 believe them to be, 1 cannot help 
feeling that this strike is premature and that it will do nothing to enhance the 
reputation of the Polytechnic in directions likely to be useful to the students 
themselves I regret very much that they should have taken this drastic step 
without first seeking the advice and help either of the Honourable Member in 
charge of lildiic.ition or myself Neither of us can, I think, be fairly charged 
with any lack of sympathy with the younger generation 

Lt.-OoI. Dr. J. 0. Chatterjee: In view of the fact that the Honourable 
Member is going to put through this vast prograrnine for the expansion of the 
Polytechnic at the cost of some lakhs of rupees, is he prepared to consider the 
stoppage of all private and outside work on the part of the Principal and other 
members of the staff and thereby ensure that they will give their whole attention 
to the Polytechnifi’ 

Dr. John Sargent: The answer to that is 'no' It has long been the practice 
in Western countries that in order to ensure that they are up to date in the prac¬ 
tice of their art or craft, technical teachers should be encouraged, within 
reasonable limits, to practise their art or craft under commercial conditions 
It is of course subject to the limitation that the teacher concerned must do it in 
a way that docs not prevent him from discharging efficiently his duties in the 
institution where he is employed I roahre from my own experience in England 
that there are dilficnlties hut T still think that the principle is an extremely 
sound one and T shall certainly eontinue to advocate it in suitable cases At the 
same time T shall certainly do what I ean to see to the best of mv ability that 
the understanding on which the permission is given is faithfully observed 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. Chatterjee: Tn view of that answer, ivill the Honourable 
Member give an a'«surance that he will presorihe exact limits within which such 
private work can he eondiictcd’ Ts the Honourable Member also prepared to 
give some assiirnnce that the same principle that applies to other Government 
servants—wholetime Government sprvanls—that thev surrender a portion of their 
outs'de earnings to Government, be applied in the case of officials in this Polv- 
tecbiic’ 
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Dr. Jobn Sargent: That 1 am prepared to consider. The permission which 
was given to the first Prmcipal, which I have no doubt the Honourable Member 
has m mind, was very specially considered by Government and was given after 
very careful consideration as a special cose. Any future cases, of course, will 
have to be decided on their merits, but smce the implication of this question may 
be that the late Principal has abused the privilege, I should like to state very 
emphatically that as a person fundamentally mterested m the future of this msti- 
tution, I have been in very close touch with what has been gomg on, and I am 
satisfied that the pennission given hse not been abused and that it has been to 
the advantage of the Institution 

Dr. Sir Zia IJddin Ahmad: May 1 make a short statement smce the reply 
IS in the foim of u statement? 1 entirely symputlii/e with my Honourable fnend 
when he says that on account of war conditions he could not get the staff, he 
could not get the equipment, he could not get the buildmg material, and so on. 

I was in the same boat, we started Medical and Engmeermg Colleges at the same 
time as the Polytechnic, and we had the same difficulty—^that is correct. But 
vihpt probably was not correct, as has been pointed out by Col. Chatterjee, 
is. 

Mr. President: 1 would like to invite the attention of the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers to the fact that we are not going to have a debate on this question. The 
prmcipal question is already before the House, and we, by common agreement, 
accepted this position of having a Short Notice question, with a view to enable 
the Honourable Member in charge of the Polytechnic to make a statement on 
the subject Of course questions will be permitted, but the chief objective is tha 
position with reference to the strike which is going on at present. Discussion of 
the whole subject and understanding the present situation are not •the subject 
matter of the debate just at present A few questions may be asked, ffht the 
Honourable Members should not consider this as an ofiportunity of discussing the 
Polytechnic I would like to draw the attention of all the Honourable Members 
to this, otherwise we shall be discussing this question for a couple of hours, or 
even more 

Dr. Sir Zia Vddin Ahmad: May I point out, at this stage, the points with 
legarJ to which the infoimation is required? I agree that some of the things 
were right, but may I . . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may put any question he likes with 
reference to the strike 

Dr. Sir Zia ITddin Ahmad: When they started the Polytechnic, they ought to 
hove consulted the employers at the very outset with regard to what kind of 
curriculum should be prescribed, what kind of instruction will be needed, and so 
on and the employers would have come forward immediately, and would have 
really given the necessary help and support But, as it is, these students were 
put mto great difficulty, because they find that their future position is entirely 
in the dark . . 

Mr. President: Order, order I am sorry I have to interrupt the Honourable 
Member What is his question? 

Nawabsada Llaquat All Khan: He prefaces his remarks by saying ‘is it a 
fact’, ‘is It so’, or ‘is it not so’. 

Dr. Sir Zia ITddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member did not reply a ques¬ 
tion, he made a statement Anyway, I would like to put my« question in this 
form What steps did the Honourable Member or the Government of India 
lake in devising their courses in a manner that the students may find employ¬ 
ment immediately. My second question is. 

Mr. President: Let the questions be one by one. 

Dr. John Sargent: With regard to the local question, we did consult a large 
number of gentlemen interested in industry and commerce in the locality; both 
I did so and the Principal did so. With regard fo the wider issue of the recogni¬ 
tion of diploma, as I have already pointed out in my statement, these are ^rawn 
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up by the AU-India Boards and it is for them to obtain recognition on all-India 
basis. That will naturally take tune. We shall do our very best to expedite 
that, but it must be done by these Boards on all-India bgsis. 

Sri M. Ananthamyanam Ayyaagai: May we know how far the present 
curriculum or the standard of education is below the mark? 

Dr. John Sargent: I do not think it is below the mark; I am satisfied that it 
IS up to the mark. The problem is to get employers—^because the Polytechnic 
aims primarily at serving employers m mdustrial concerns rather than Govern¬ 
ment service—^the problem is to get those people to recognize the diploma 
courses or in ]).irticnlar those of the Polytechnic, which m my opinion are quite 
as good as a Degree Course because the period of study, the content of the courses 
and the standards of admission are similar The fact that they have not yet 
done so can be appreciated when I say that it took a great deal of time in my 
own country—it took years—^before National Diplomas were recogmzed I think 
the non-recognition is not due to any failure to observe a reasonably high 
standard in regard to these courses 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangax: May we know what then is all this cry 
due to? Students are crying outside that they have not been given diplomas 
and therefore they arc ineligible to get any employment outside 

Dr. John Sargent: I do not think that is so The students who have passed 
the examination when they have completed one year’s practical work will get 
their di[)loma Their complaint is that these diplomas have not so far been 
rceogniyt'd generally as equivalent to Degrees for the purpose of employment 

Sri Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: How long will it take the Honourable 
Meml^ to induce the All-lndia Board to come and make a visit and recognize 
this diploma? ' 

Dr. John Sargent: I should not like to forecast how long I can only say 
that I will do my best But as I have pomted out it did take sometime in my 
own country before these qualifications were generally accepted. Some people 
have already accepted them, others are being approached 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Have not these students been induced to 
come out here and join this institution on the understandmg that they would be 
given diplomas? 

Dr. John Sargent: 1 have no idea that any student has been induced. These 
courses are being already offered m a number of institutions. Bombay students 
may have heard that the Polytechnic is better than any other institution, but 
we have not done any propaganda 

Mr. Ahmed Ehrahlm Harocm Jafler: In view of the fact that the present 
Principal, Mr Wood, is most unpopular with the students, and has neglected his 
duties, will the Honourable Member give an assurance here and now that he 
will not be recalled from leave, and he will be replaced by a better man, prefer¬ 
ably an Indian? 

Dr. J(dm Sargent: I will not give that assurance because I do not agree with 
the Honourable Member’s statement. 

Seth Govind Dae: Is it not a fact that the present Principal, Mr. Wood, 
gave it in writing to the students that their diplomas would be recognized as soon 
as they pass their examinations? 

Dr. J(dm Sargent: I am not aware of that An assurance was given to the 
students that in view of the syllabus, the condition of admission, and the length 
of the course, it was hoped that these diplomas would be regarded—and we still 
hope so—as equivalent to an ordinary University Course, and that the Advanced 
Diploma, which nobody has yet taken, vdll be considered equivalent to an 
Honours Degree. 

Dr. Sir Zla Dddln A h m ad; I entirely agree with the long term policy which 
the Honourable Member has outlined But what is he going to do today; it is all 
righf about tomorrow, but what nhov‘ ' '' * 
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Sr. Joibii Sargent: That I thought 1 explamed. It will not in my opmion 
contribute to the success of the scheme if Government should mtervene in 
place of the all-India bodies which were <iet up to be autonomous aud inde¬ 
pendent of Government I have already indicated that I am in communica¬ 
tion with the Cluurman of these Boards with regard to expediting recognition. 
I have already consulted the Chauman of the Federal Public Services Com¬ 
mission about recognition for Government services and the question is also 
being taken up by the All India Boards 

Mr M. Aaaf All: Is it or is it not a fact that the entire statement of the 
Honourable Member proves to this House that in the opinion of his Govern¬ 
ment these diplomas are equivalent to the degrees to which he has bera 
making reference? Why is this fact not recognised by the Federal Public 
Services Commission’ At any rate the Federal Public Services Commission 
is not autonomous but a part of this Government 

Dr. John Sargent: The answer to that is that the opinion that I expressed 
IS the opinion of the Education Department Application for recognition has 
no*v«been suliinitted by the All-Tndia Boords to the Pubjic Seivices Commis¬ 
sion and will be considered, 1 might say, in the light of my personal discus¬ 
sion with the Chairman of the Body. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: My question is simple and straightforward The opinion 
of the Goveminerit lias been expressed by the Honourable Member, namely, 
that those diplomas of Engineering degrees are equivalent Why isn’t this 
faot recognised by the Government institutions themselves, leave aside the 
question of all-Tndia autonomous bodies like the Boards of Examiners, etc I 
am not concerned with them What about the Federal Public Senpees Com¬ 
mission? Why do they not recognise this fact? 

(No answer) 

Mr. President: Is the question clear to the Honourable Member? 

Di. Jdin Si^gent: \e8, but I do not think I can add anything to what I 
have said 

Shri Moban Lai Sakaena: Isn’t it a fact that these examinations were not 
held for certain classes which had completed their studies m 1945? There 
were no arrangements for holding examinations in architecture 

Dr. John Sargent: No arrangements have been made for holding examma- 
tions in architecture for the All-lndia Diploma in Architecture. For some 
reason of which I am not aware the Polytechnic has not yet been inspected 
by the All-India Board The inspection should have been made last October. 
It was postponed because certain of the inspectors could not come and it was 
arranged to be held last week or this week For obvious reasons it again had 
to be postponed, but the Polytechnic is ho’dmg its own examinations m regard 
to these matters 

Mr. M. Asaf All: I am sorry to have to remind you that the answer to 
my last question has not yet been given I wont to know definitely and 
positively why the Federal Public Services Commission does not recognise the 
opinion which the Honourable Member has expressed in this House That is 
the point. ^ 

Dr. Jdbn Sargent: May I say in regard to that—^I am afraid my powers of 
explanation have not been very good—that the Federal Public Services Com¬ 
mission, like other Departments of Government, will consider recommenda¬ 
tions for the recognition of these diplomos when they are submitted by the 
All-India Boards I have done my best hv personal intervention with the 
Chairman to expedite consideration of this, and I think that in view of the 
assurance he gave and which I gave to this House recognition will be soon 
granted. 
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Mr. M, Asaf AU: Once again, I like to point out to the Honourable 
Member that this House is not concerned with the All-India Bodies They 
may be autonomous bodies They may be anything that he may care to 
describe them We are concerned with the public mstitutions, with the Gov¬ 
ernment-aided nifititutions and we want to know why this Federal Public 
iServiccs Commission, which is a Government institution does not recognise 
the opinion which is expressed here on behalf of the Government in this 
House That is the main point Why should there be any “ifs” and “buts 

Mr. President: 1 think the reply indicates that unless there is a recom¬ 
mendation from all these bodies, they are not going to proceed with the 
further consideration 

Seth Oovlnd Das: Isn’t it a fact that m the department of art and archi¬ 
tecture, though tlie students have finished their course in November 1945, the 
examinations are not being held? 

Dr. John Sargent: T have already replied on the question of architecture. 
Thev are awaiting recognition In regard to the question of art, the question 
of constituting an All-Tndia Hoard for Arts Studies was taken up by the 
Association of rnncipals of Techmeal Institutions and representatives of Arts 
Colleges Unfortunately the negotiations fell through and a course in Art 
studies IS not offered by the Polytechnic 

(At this stage Lt -Col Dr J C Chatterjee rose m his seat) 

Mr. President: I am afraid I cannot allow any more questions It has 
been suflScionlly discussed We need not take more time 

.MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 
CoiiBiPOii TO THE Nizam of Hyderabad 

Mr. President: 1 have received notice of an adjournment motion from 
Prof N Ct Ruiiga who wishes to discuss a defimte mattei of urgent public 
importance, namely, 

"Tho failuie of the Go\ eminent of India to inform the Secretary of State for India not 
to entertain any proposals for the grant of a corridor to His Exalted Highness, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad, through the British terntorv in the Madras Presidency towards the East Coast, 
n.imely, from Machihpatam to Coconada, in spite of the strong public opinion prevailing 
in British India against the cession of any portion of British territory to any Indian 
State ’’ 

I believe the Honourable Member has tabled a question on this points 

Khan Abdul Obaiu Khan (North-West Frontier Province General) On a 
point of order I tabled un adjournment motion before Mr Ranga on Fri¬ 
day and it was not allowed then because it was pomted out that I had not 
given enough notice 

Mr. President: Which notice? 

Khan Abdul Ohanl Khan: Famine m clothing. 

Mr. President: That has been ruled out that day This has been received 
by me before 11 o’clock So the pomt does not survive 

Shzi Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
If I give a notice of adjournment just now it will not be taken up before 11 
o’clock to-rnorrow 

Mr. President: All that I can say is that the matter has to be urgent 
That IS one of the chief reasons for which the ordinary course of the business 
of the House can be adjourned It would be for the Honourable Member to 
give notice as soon as he comes to know about the matter I can well 
imagine circumstances in which the Honourable Member may not come to 
know about a certain thing before 11 o’clock In that case he may give 
notice even after 11 o’clock and that will be taken up the next dav I am 
not ruling that any notice so given will be accepted as the proper notice for 
the next day The point is that the Honourable Member should be alert and 
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he should give notice as soon as ho comes to know a certain urgent matter 
in lespect o£ which he wants the adjournment of the House If the Honour¬ 
able Member, says he did not know it before 11 o clock, 1 am prepared to 
accept his word and tieat it m time for the next day That is how I think 
the situation stands , 

I now want to know from the Honourable Member whether he has tabled 
a question about this matter 

Frol. IT. O. Banga ((liintur (um >icllore \oii-Muhumraadan Bural). I 
gave notice a long time ago but I have not yet had any advance informa¬ 
tion It 18 a very urgent matter That is why 1 thought I would give notice 
now 

Mr. President: 1 must be satishcd about the urgency of the matter 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayy%agar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor. 
}soii-Muli.imm.idim KuimI) At the time when my Hon mr.ible friend put the 
question it was quite nebulous We have now more indications that it is 
gathering momentum It is a very serious matter 
’ The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail (Leader of the,House) In the first 
p'ace 1 should say that Legislative Itule 12 read with 23(d) show's that this 
IS a matter vshieh requires the consent of the Go\criior-General 

Mr. President: Is the iJonoiirable Member refeiring to the paragraph in 
the manual or the luie? 

The Honourable Sir Edward Benthail* Indian Legislative llules Hut apart 
fiom that the Honourable Member gave notice of a question which 1 think 
has bi'eii admitted for the 20th of this month and it is on piecisely the same 
subject He g.i>e notice of that on the 14th of last month In view of the 
ruling whuh you have just given, the Honourable Member should have given 
notice of the adjournment motion at that time It,was at that .time that it 
came to his notice and ho should have given notice of the adjournment 
molion imiiiediutely Nothing has happened since then to make it more 

urgent and therefore accouling to the ruling which you have given only two 

minutes ago, J submit the motion should be ruled out 

Prof. N. G-. Banga: Sir, since I gave notice of that question I came to 

know from some people in Hyderabad as also in Masulipatam and other 
phucs that tlie Hiitish Government has conic to know of this particular request 
of the Nizam ol Hyderabad and that the Secretary of State is seized of this 
paiticular matter It is therefoie feared that decision may be reached by 
the India Office before this country has a chance of going into these mutters 
in tile Constilucnt Assemb'y 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar; Sir, just one word With reference 
to rule 23, which the Honourable the Leader of the House cited I felt that 
ho himself ' 

Mr. President: Without prejudice to the mterpretation of the rules,—that 
may be left out for the time being,—^I have to be satisfied now on tbp ques¬ 
tion of urgency 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Sir, we heard some vague reports 

about this matter sometime ago which necessitated my friend Mr Ranga 

putting down a question some 10 or 15 days ago But later on, on the 7th 
of this month an All-India Andhra Anti-Cession Day was celebrated. Reports 
of flint came to us the next day. The following two days wqre holidays and 
on the 11th, that is today, mv friend has given notice of this motion All 
over the Andhra Desa and elsewhere also a day was celebrated protesting 
against the cession bv the Govenirnent of India of large chunks of British 
territory, to be handed over to H 13 H the Nizam This is a very serious 

matter Mv fear is that I may soon become the subject of His Exalted * 

Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad 

The HonoiTOWe Sir Edward Benthail: Sir, I would still submit that the 
information which appeared in the press was known to him on the 14th of 

f 
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last month, when he submitted his question on precisely the same subject 1 
submit therefore that the iJonourub'o Member should certainly have tabled his 
adjournment motion then 

(Interruption ) 

Mr. President: No fuither argument is necessary I am not satisfied 
about the urgency of the motion and therefme 1 am not inclined to give my 
consent to it 

IIESOIAJTIOX in: UEI.EXSK Ol INHIAX nation\E AllMY MEN AX1> 
rOMl’ICAL PRlSONKllvS- i until 

Mr. President: Further discussion of the following llesoluLion moved hy 
Pandit (lOMiid Malavi\a on Monday, the 4th February, 1916 

"III MOW of the universal t"cpie<<8ion of public opinion tlmnighout Ihi* country in tlio 
mattei, this Asscmblv rcooiniiieiKla to the Oo\einor General in Council to give up the tiials 
of tile OlfireiH ol the Indian National Aimy and to ndense immediately all men and olhceii. 
of the Indian Nalioiial Aimv as i cll as all othei (lolitual piisoners under detention^**; 
iiiipi isonmi'iit ” 

There have been some amendments to this, soiiiu of which have been 
moved and 1 find th.it theic are some furthei amendments which have been 
tabled by Honoui.iblo Members subsequently There is one by the Honour¬ 
able Member, Pandit Tiiakui D.is Jihargava and another by the Honourable 
Member, Mr N V Gadgil Will the lloiiourable Members concerned move 
then anicndmciits also at this stage, so that T mnv, thereafter, c.ill iipo’i Mi 
Mason to continue his speech 

Pandit ¥hakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division Non-Muhammadan) Sir, 
In view of the liut that IVfr Ondgil has given notice of another umendineiit, 
meoiporatiiig mine T do not mopose to move my amendment 

SJt. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Centra! Division Non-Muhammudaii Itiiral): 
Sir 1 move 

“That after the woida ‘Indian Xatioisil Aiiiiy’ and before the words ‘aa well as’ the 
following lio insetted — 

‘whether uiidei tiial oi undeigning bcntciues’ ” 

Mr. President: Atnendmeni moved 

"That aftei the woids ‘Indian National Aim^’ and befoie the words 'aa well as* the 
following hi* inacilud — 

‘whetliei uiider-tiial oi uiideigoing seiiteiucs’ ” 

Mr. P. Mason ((Joveniineut of India Noiiiinuted Ulhcial) Sir, this ques¬ 
tion of the liidi.in National Arni^ is one which has roused throughout the 
country ver;^ deep emotion and ha? given Ooverninent cause for very anxious 
consideration and, Sir, 1 hope that tlmnighout what I have to say T shall 
fully recognise that there aie two very different points of view on this question 
and tliat although 1 bh.i}l do my best lo speak as clearly •md as plainly as I 
can on the view wc take on this side of the House, T hope 1 shall say nothing 
to hurt aiivone’s feelings and d 1 bv any ehaiiec do so, I apologise in advani*e 
bcciinso it iK not niv iiitenlion 

Sir, I should like, before dealing with the motions that arc actuary before 
us, to run through the poliev which Government have framed and to explain 
to tlie House the object which Government had before them throughout in 
framing this policy and the background against which they conceived it I do 
not tlimk Sir, that nnvone wull differ from us as to the objeet You mav 
sav—and indeed miinv people have said—that we have not taken the best 
means to achieve our object but with the ohjeet itself I think every one will 
agree The objeet. Sir, is to maintain the integrity and the relinhihty of the 
Indian Army By that T mean. Sir, that in the future, as it has been in the 
past, the Indian Armv shall be a sharp sword obedient to the hand of the 
wielder, whoever he mav be I said “whoever he may bo” and that brings 
me on to the background of which I spoke 
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Tlie background against which we see this object has, from the beginning, 
been the hope that m the not distant future there will be a transfer of power 
in the Centre and that power will be handed over to an autonomous govern¬ 
ment It was against that bockground that we conceived the object and, 
secoiid'y, we hirvc taken into consideration that wave ol emotion and feeling 
throughout the country, of which I just spoke Up to that point 1 think 
probably niy friends on the other side of the House will, on the whole, agree 
with ino 13ut it IS here that perhaps I shall differ from them I would try 
to slate clearly the inohlem as it stood to us and as it still stands 

111 l‘J45i theio occuired a disastei, a defeat, which I think, is without 
jirecedeiit in the history ot the British Coiimionwealth Great armies sur¬ 
rendered to the Japanese m Ma’aya, armies which were British, Australian 
and Indum, and among those armies, for no fault of then own, were included 
6o,U00 officers and soldiers of the Indian army Now, Sir, the problem with 
which we wLMc faced was that of those Ga.OOt), some 4,"),OCX) lemained true 
to llicir allegiance and the oath which thej had sworn and refused to fight 
against their foniicr friends and comrades m arms Some ‘2(),0(X), wdiatever 
• their Tiiofi\es—and T will come to that presently—, whatever their motives 
might he, decided that they, on the other hand, w'ould change sides and take 
up anna .igainst the Allies in who-.? cause they had undertaken to fight 
1 sjiokc of the oath of allegiance 1 want to emphasise this point very mucli 
indeed, hecause it is a point w'hich has been neglected entirely, I think, m 
the press and on the platform and I think it is a point of great importance 
to the futuip of India The oath which e\ery soldier swears—^he takes it in 
his inotlior tongue and it differs shghtlv according to his religion but it is- 
suhst<mti<ill\ the same—is this 

“T swp.n Vn Almighty Ood (or T solemnly affirm in the prencnre of A1niight> Godl that T 
will lie faithful and beat tiuo nlle^iianre to ITis Majesty the King, Emperor of India and 
that T will go wherever T may he ordered on land, sja or air and that I will obey the 
coiiimamN of my offiiers even to the peril of my life ” 

These are the wuida—very simple, but I thiuk very moving words, and not 
hght'y to be set aside They are ot the greatest importance to a soldier, and 
1 think that we who are civdiuiis may perhaps sometimes torget that great 
uiipoitancu Butting the thing on the lowest moral plane—there are higher 
planes, but 1 intcutioiiully put it ou the lowest—it means to a soldier that 
he can rely, if tliat oatli is kept, on the hdelity and loyalty of his compa¬ 
nions, and tliat means that when he goes into battle he has a good chance of 
winning his battle and some chance of getting out alive But if he cannot 
rely on the loyalty or fidelity of his companions, lie stands a pretty poor 
chance of wimmig lus buttle and perhaps not much of getting away with his 
life That is, as 1 s.iy, putting it on the low plane, but 1 would ask my 
hououiable fiieiids ou the other side of the House to consider this question of 
the oath very carefully 1 would ask them seriously and carefully to look 
back into JiKlmii history for the last two hundred vears and to think for 
themselves liow many battles which were 'ost might have been won by the 
losing side, had th,it side been really able to rely without question on the 
fidelity .md lovalty of their comrades m arms 

I he officer does not take this oath, it is an oath token by the soldier 
rill' officer is chosen to lead the men who have taken that oath and he is 
truslcfl Ho holds a coiiinussion which contains the words “To my trusty 
ami wo’1-beloved so & so ’’ Bo that I think the principle applies to all, 
officers and soldieis alike • 

lleio 1 should like to explain w'hy I have made a difference—1 made a 
difference the other day between these men of the Indion army who went 
over to the cneniv and the so-called Burman National Army The Burmese 
were civilians they had taken no oath of fidelity or loyalty and also Jhey 
went over and fought against the Japanese on the side of the Allies towards 
the end of the campaign. In nil T have to sav,—am not talking about the 
oivifiinis who joined the I N. A —nm talking about the men 'of the Indian 
Army because that is the problem which is important to you for ^he future. 
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The same t^hing applies to the women. 1 have seen a number ot questions 
addressed to me about the treatment to be given to the women, they were 
civilians and as far as 1 am concerned, they are not my afiair 

^ovv, 1 stiess this puml about the oath, because 1 think it is imuiunsely 
mipurtuiit and it means that from a purely legal point of view, which I 
would not wish to take, all those 2U,lKX) men before the law were equally 
guilty liut nobody lor a moment took up that point of view because ol 

the eircunistaiices of the case The lirst important ciiuumstance was that 
out ol these 2U,UUU a pietty considerable number were able to piove quite 
conclusively that they went over to the IMA, cither with the object of 
sabotaging the movement or with the object of getting out and comuig over 
as soon as they could to the allied Imcs and icjounng then ioimer Irieiids 
Towuids such men theie could obviously be only one policy and they have 
been given the oppoitunity of rejoining, oi lather reinaming in, the Indian 
Army il they wish Secondly, theie were many others who went over, not 
because they wished actively or consciously to help the enemy but largely, 1 
think, because they did not realise the full implications and becuiuse of the 
circumstances in which they found themseWes They had seen a disaster 
which as 1 have said was entirely without precedent they had scon all the 
world they knew crumble about their ears, and all the news they could get 
was Jajianesc news At that tune the news was bad enough in all conscience 
I think probably iheie have been no worse weeks in our histoiy than those m 
April 1942, and these men hud only the news that the Japanese gave tlioin 
According to the Jaiianese, the who'e of Australia and most of Tiulia weie in 
Japanese hands, and some of them must have thought that the power to 
whom they had ’given their allegiance had ended and that therefore they were 
at libeity to make a now bond, 1 cannot excuse such conduct, but one can 
at lc‘ast understand it 1 know of one case into winch 1 looked personally, 
where some 200 men of a regiment which had suffered veiy heavily m the 
letreat, who had lost most of their British officers, were digging latrines for 
the Jajiaiiese, when thev were approached by an Indian officer, not of their 
own regiment, but who had been posted to them thiee days before the sur- 
reiidei he came to them and told them—reading between the lines of his 
own statement I have litt’e doubt that the question ho jmt to them was— 
“Would you rather be ancillary troops of the Japanese, digging trenches and 
latrines for tlie Japanese, or would you rather be part of an Indian arrriv and 
infaidrv’’’ Well, the whole lot of them went over, two hundred of them, 
headed bv their Subednr Major I know that Subedar Major and I am quite 
coin meed Hint he liad no picture whatever of the future or of polities—he is 
an illiterate man—and I do not think anv one c^uld seriouslv wish to punish 
men such ns that At any rate we came to the conediisinn right at the 
beginning that all these men who appeared to have been misled should be 
treated with clemency and indeed with generositv They were given their 
pav from the date thev were captured thev were given leave with pay and 
thev were discharged, that is to sny, they were not dismissed which conveys 
A stigma 

Here I had better deal with one point which is frequently raised and 
which IS mentioned as one of the eircnmstances to w'hich I have referred It 
has often been said that these men had been deserted by the British That 
is the phr.sse that i8*rather looselv used; but when it has a precise meaning 
attached to it, it means one of three things, as far as I can see* it either 
means that British battalinns retreated while Indian battalions were left fight¬ 
ing I am unable to find anv truth whatever in such an allegation as that, 
and, I have been unable to find anv one who could make the allecration in a 
form which will hear looking into The second meaning is that British troops 
were evacuated in ships from Singapore while Indians were not Now Sir, 
I have not anv precise fisnres of thosp who exaetlv got awnv but the numbers 
-were pretty small What I have got is a definite statement hv the fleneral 
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<}ominandinLr one of the Indian divisions on this subject Jlo recollects exactly 
the orders that he received and the onlers he ijave He was told 
that there were so manv berths in a ship *iway and so many 

men to go I’or his division the figures were extremely small—60 or 70 
mon Splitting up 60 or 70 men between his units worked out to 6 or 7 
men in each of his nine infantry battalions The officer commanding the 
battalion was told to Bee that those 6 or 7 mim were spread out evenly 
between the different ranks That is to s.iv. there should be one or two 
officerb, one or two N C Os and three or four privates ITe saw those 60 or 70 
men told off to go and he saw that d<»tachment march awnv, but he could not 
«av that they were actually evacuated 

Now, the third rncamng is the lamous story about Lt.-Col Hunt at Farrer 
I’ark it IS alleged that he culled the Indian prisoners of war to attention and 
told them ‘From now you belong to the Japanese' What he actually said 
was ‘You are now prisoners of war and you must obey Japanese orders’ 1 
do not think there was rea'ly much room for mistake and it is pretty clear 
that 45 thousand men did not misunderstand him but knew’ perfectly w’ell 
what be ineaiil I am mclmed to think dliat the? 2(),00U who now say that 
they mibuiideistood him did not thmk of that till later 1 do not mean to 
aay that they are deliberately making up a story about this I think that 
later on when they decided with others to go over this incident occurred to 
their minds and they reinterpreted it My reason for thinking that lies in 
the words of CJaptain Shah Nauan In his defence he gave the interpretation 
which I juht gave about Col Hunt's words In tlie same speech u few minutes 
later he says 1 did not be’ieve in and 1 actively opposed the formation of 
the 1 N. A until May 1042 If he thought they had been handed over to the 
Japanese and placed in the same relation to the Japanese as ftiey had to their 
hiirnoi cuniinaiidois iii the Indian Aiiiiy, why,did lie oppost* the formation nf 
the I N.A until May 1942? And why does he maintain, now that this was 
not a Jajiniicso uimy but an Indian ormv independent of the Japanese'’ 

Now, 1 come to the question of those who nut merely embraced the cause 
of the uuciuy but embraced it with enthusiasm and did everything they could 
to help them. This is the moat diflieult question to solve and has caused us 
the most anxious consideration On the question oi motives, my own opinion 
after leading a number of statenieuts is tliat these meu tall into two catego¬ 
ries. 1 will concede to my friends that there were undoubtedly some who defi¬ 
nitely believed that they were striking a blow tor tho freedom of India How 
they thought they were doing this J am not quite ablo to understand because 
they must have seen the puppet Governmeiils in Malaya and iii Hurma and 
they must have seen that there was not much freedom there and I do not 
quite sec how any one can really believe that a peoj^le like the Japanese who 
do not believe in freedom for themselves will be likely to give it to any one 
else Still I believe tli.il suine of them did so in .i rather v.igue way and 
I can see that they weie acting according to their lights, but there were many 
more in my opinion who were opportuiusU, who w’eiit over because they 
thought they would get better food and better treatment, and having gone 
over they thought they must do all they could toi the cause they had now 
<?mbra|iced However, the pi'esence among their ranks of those idealists is an 
argument against seventy and reinforces the claims of mercy, because it is 
repugnant to any one to punish a man for something which he beheves he has 
done according to his lights and in what he believes to be a just cause But 
the overwhelming consideration which weighed with us in considering these 
cases was the background of which I have spoken We were hoping, we are 
hoping, for a political settlement m the near future and in view of this great 
wave of feeling that went tlirough the country we felt and I still feel„that 
nothing would have been more likely to prejudice the chances of settlement 
than harsh action against these men, and for that reason it was decided to 
extend elemency to all those who had joined the T N A. unless they had also 
committed acts of brutality Sir, it is one thing to extend cleinency when 
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an offence is recognized and proved but it is another thing to pretend that 
the offence has not taken place and that it is nothing and it is unimportant 
We said and still say that the offence that these men committed was the 
most serious that a soldioi cun cominit Wo luive brought w very small 
number of them to trial tor that offence Wo have proved the offence against 
them and they liave been convicted and sentenced and wo have extended 
mercy and left tIuMii off because ot the background of which I have spoken 

Thcie IS an iiigiiincnt put fonvartl that we ought to have waited until an 
autonomous Govemiuent came into power That would have meant waiting 
how long—we do not know,—and till tlien, foi nine or leu months, all these 
men would have to be kept shut up What we have done is to let off quick¬ 
ly as many as we can 9 500 aie out already I said the other day there 
werrt 0,000 under intcirogation More recent figures aie 4,225 So we ‘ire 
miilvng progioss 1 hope we shall get the whole lot out, except those who 
arc stni to he tiled, hj the 1st April That date may go back according to 

latest information, because those who li-ive been coming in recently have 
been guilty of considerable vuliseiphnc and are refusing to answer questions, 
so that that causes a longer delay m interrogation 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi General) What is the latest figure? 

Mr. P. Mason: 4,225 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Under interrogation now? 

Mr. P. Mason: Yoo 1 come now to a veiy important point Before I 
take it up, may 1 point out, Mr President, that the Mover of the motion 
had 40 inimitea May I have with your permission another 10 minutes? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member eau have another ten minutes I 
have allowed more *time to the Mover and the Honourable Member replying 
on behalf of Cloveriiinent but I do not want other speakers to exceed the 
time limt 

Mr. P. Mason: Now, f3ir, 1 come to a very important question, why the sen¬ 
tence of Shah Nawaz was commuted when he was convicted of abetment of 
muider If one studies the question with a logical mind, the answer to that is 
pretty simple Once you decide that you ore not going to pumsh for the offence 
of joining the 1 N. A , you must concede the prmciplo tliat anything that any¬ 
one did in the I N. A which he might legitimately and reasonably suppose it 
was his duty to do, for that also he must be forgiven Once he joined the 
1 N A , he intended to fight and if he shot somebody lu fighting, he musli be 
excused for this Shah Nawaz passed on an order which he received from higher 
authority regardmg execution of men who wished to desert. I think myself that 
the orders were harsh—they were much harsher than we should have given— 
but they purported to be legal orders and for that reason his offence m that res¬ 
pect was only technically murder and was part of his whole course of action m 
joining the 1 N A 

Now, Sir, I come to the cases of brutality. Some one said that it was funny 
that wc should talk of brutality You may thmk it still more funny that I should 
talk about brutality when it was 1 who defended what happened at Bahadurgarh 
the other day But rny attitude is qmte consistent What I said in relation to 
Bahadurgarh was that brutality did not take place The moment Government 
know that brutality has taken place, they will proceed against that person But 
we will not punish without pioof And I would invite anyone to contrast what 
happened at Bahadurgarh witli what happened at Bidadan I would welcome 
a comparison At Bahadurgarh, as a punishment for having assaulted a guard, 
men were ordered to do P T at the double for two hours on three consecutive 
days ^ As soon as discipline was restored, after an hour and a half that parade 
was called off and the remaining two parades were not held At Bidadafi not 
for a specific offence but just for not joining the I. N. A. men were day after day 
subjected to parades which began at 7 in the morning and ended at 6 in the 
evening. 
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Hr. M. Aaaf All: 1 should not like to interrupt the Honourable Member but 
1 am afraid this is an exaggerated statement of facts as proved m the court. 

Hr. P. Hasoa: The facts are correct. Those parades did not consist of P.T. 
at the double J}ut of carrymg sacks of earth and, in some cases to increase the 
humiliation, sacks of dung at the double. 

Hr. H. Aaal All: That was the doily fatigue. 

Hr. P. Hasoa: Yes, it was the daily fatigue All medical attention was 
refused and if a man went for medical attention, he was told. “Nothmg for you 
iinlfti^i; you ]om the I. N. A.’* I mvite attention and I mvite contrast with 
Bahadurgarh. 

Now, Sir, I was asked the other day why Abdur llashid got his sentence . . . 

Hr. President: Order, Order The Honourable Member can resume that 
pomt after lunch. 

The Absenibly then adjourned lor lamch till Half Past Two ot the Clock. 

The Assembly re-asbemblud after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, Mr. 
President (The Honourable Mr. G \. Muvaiaiikarj in the Chair 


Hr. P. Hason: Sir, 1 have tiica to explain the policy which the Government 
have followed with rcgaid to those who jomod the eueiiiy and who appear to 
have been misled, and with legaid to those who joined the enemy and who did 
what they could to help the enemy after joining it 1 have explained why the 
policy of clemency and mcicy was decided upon lor them and X have explained 
that aguiiist thobe who are charged with crimes of biutuhty, the prosecutions 
will piocccd I have just luaclted a iioint at winch 1 was endeavouring to explum 
the diffcicnce beiweeii the case of Captain Shuh Nawuis, whosb punishment was 
comiiiuted and the case of Captain Abdui liashid w'ho hasjbccn sentenced and 
who is jubt begiiiiiiug to undergo that boutence 1 explumed bumcthing about 
the conditions m the Biduduii camps The accused Abdur Bashid was m charge 
of thieu camps, the Bidadan detention camp, the Oliicers segregation camp, 
which was only slightly less shocking, and another camp in which the condi- 
turns woiu more reubOiiahle I have to be a little carelul in speaking on this 
subject because there are a number of other cases pending and m progress m 
which people arc charged w'lth utiocitics m connection with these camps But 
I can say that there is definite evidence of systematic and continuous brutalities 
earned out iii those camps and the case which has just completed has proved 
that such atrocities were carried out for a long period and has also proved in the 
case of the accused, four specific offences In one case Abdur llashid himself 
took part m beating a man who was caught by the I N A in Singapore. The 
man was Huvildar clerk, Taj Muhammad Khan, a fellow Muslim He was a 
man in the Indian Army After the fall of Singapore, he was living as a civilian 
in Singapore He was rounded up by the I N. A who brought him in They 
thought him to be a deserter from the I N A They charged him 
with this, but he refused to admit it, and the accused—^Abdur 
Bashid—ordered him to be beaten and he with two other men beat him person¬ 
ally They then suspended him from a tree, until he lost consciousness. He 
was then brought down He, of course, had no medical help The following 
day, the treatment was repeated, for a second time he was tied up to a tree, and 
then he gave in He said. T have never been a member of the I N A , but I 
will now do whatever you tell me to do So, he had to join the I N A That 
was Taj Muhammad Khan The second case was that o'i Havildar Bam Bikh, 
who for the same reason was ordered by the accused—Abdur Bashid—^to be 
taken to the detention camp T should like to emphasie here the expression used 
by the accused, who said Bam Bikh was to be given the prescribed treatment. 
THie prescribed treatment consisted in being beaten with sticks in which "again 
the accused took part He fell to the ground, he was then kicked by the 
accused and two others until he lost consciousness There was also the cases 
of Lieut Abdul Oadir Shah and .Taraedar Muhammad Nawaz, both of whom for 
refusing to join the I N. A were subjected to various humiliationi and were 
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beaten by the orders of the accused—^Abdur Hashid. In one case, grievous hurt 
was caused And when one of these men called out for mercy in we nRwiA of 
God, Abdur Itashid replied, ‘In this camp, I am the only God’. Well, Sir, these 
are proved cases, and a Court Martial is an extremely fair and <unpartial court. 
The procedure of a Court martial is sa devised that it gives every chance to the 
accused In fact, I do not mind saying that as an executive officer, I have some¬ 
times felt that it gave too much latitude to the accused. Those ’charges which 
I just mentioned are those in which Abdur Bashid was found guilty No one 
can say that those follow from his duty as a member of I. N. A In fact, I read 
out to tho House the other day the views expressed on this subject by the Chair¬ 
man of the India Independence League. He expressed his horror at learmng 
that a large number of men of the Indian army had been shot, tortured and 
humiliated and forced . . 

Nawalixada Llaquat AU Khan (Meerut Division: Muhammadan Bural) Shot 
by whom? 

Mr. F. Maaon: By the*I. N A , and forced to jom the I. N. A. Now, Su:» • 
the attitude of the Government m this matter is very clear. I ask for the same 
standards to bo applied m any cose of brutality I do not want any distinction 
made between Bahadurgarh, and Bidadari, between Nilgonj and Kranji. I would 
ask those on the other side of the House who suggest that wo should give up 
these particular trials, I would ask them to consider what it means, what are the 
grounds on which they should be given up The accused may think themselves 
that the brutality was committed m a good cause, in good faith. Can any cause 
justify such an pet or cause you to think they were done in execution of their 
duty "> If that is so, it seems to me to follow logically that you will have to excuse 
pvorv jailor who exceeds his dut^y and who commits brutality That is our case 
for prosecutmg cases of brutality It makes no difference whether the accused 
IS .1 MiisIitu or a TIindii, it in.ikes no difference whether he belongs to the Indian 
army or to the Indian National \rmy in Malaya, the same standard is being 
applied 

Prof. N. Q-. Banga ((lunhu <um Nellore ison-Muh.immadaii Rural) Have 
you applied that standard to the policemen and military here in India? 

Mr. President: Order, oidcr 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, I will now turn to cases to which my Honourable fnend 
Prof Baiiga referred the other day, spcakmg of those who wore hanged, and 
those who were sentenced by courts martial before the fall of Smgapore Now, 
Sir, the circumstances in which those men were captured, the circumstances in 
which they were tried, were very different from those about which I have been 
speaking so fur At that tune the war was raging, the soldiers of the Indian 
army were fighting for their lives and for our lives—^yours and mine and there 
wore many oases of T N A bullets striking down men in the Indian army. 
And at that time wo applied the normal military law and proceeded against 
those men, as I am sure any other civilised country in the world at war would 
have done They were given trial by courts martial, they were given defence 
counsel, and when they were convicted their sentences were carried out There 
arc, as I explained the otlu>r day, fourteen men serving terms of imprisonment 
as a result of those courts m.irtial and, as T also expalined, the question of roeon 
sidoring and review nfg those sentences is now being considered and thought 
about 

Sir, I have tried to explain the jiolicy of Government, it is exactly expressed 
in the Bcsolulioii moved by my Honourable fnend, Nowab Siddique Ah Khun 
as amended by myself I prefer Nawab Siddique Ah Khan’s motion to that 
moved by the TTonoiirablo the Mover because it is .a clear-cut issue which con¬ 
cerns tho I N A only, it does not bring in the other political detenus, with 
whom personally as a department we are not concerned, and it is the I. N. A. 
on which i think a clean verdict is called for. 



rksolotion re ret^easr of i n a men and poijticad prisoners 791 

Mr. M. Asal All: Sir, may I interrupt the Honourable Member just to make 
one point clear? Supposing the amendment which the Honourable Member 
wants to amend is not moved, may I take it that Government will agree to the 
Resolution ? 

Mr. P. Mason: I could not agree to that 

Mr. President: That amendment has already been moved. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: There is notice of an amendment to an amendment that 
Ii.is been iiio\eil by one Party Supposing that amendment is not moved, then 
naturally the amendment by which you seek to amend that amendment will 
fall to the ground and therefore the original Resolution will stand. 

Mr. President: The position is that the first amendment to which the 
Honourable Member is referrmg has already been moved. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: But supposmg it is not pressed to a division ? 

Mr. President: That raises a problematical question. 

Mr. M. Asal Ali: 1 raised it just to know where we stand 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, I have explained why we*feel very strongly that my 
amendment should be added to that mtived by Nawab Siddique Ah Khan I hav& 
tried to explain to the House the reason for the policy we have followed and ita 
object I would ask my Honourable friends over there to consider whether the 
policy which wo have followed has not been one of extreme clemency, whether 
in Inct there is any other Government m the world that would have gone so far 
as we have And I will go further I would ask them whether m their heart of 
hearts they really behove that they would themselves have gone so far as we 
have , 

Nawabxada Liaquat Ali Khan: There would have been po occasion for it 

Shri Sn Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Xiural) \\ 0 do not want to rule any other country 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Mr. P. Mason: Sir, there is a very old saying which I would like to bnug to 
the notice ot my Honourable fnends on the other side It was made two hundred 
yearb ago by Dr. Johnson who said that uveiy man in his heart of hearts at some 
time or another despises himself because he is not a soldier. 1 for one have 
often felt like that during the last six years, and I thmk most of us who are 
civiliuiib have tclt the sunic But 1 have felt very proud indeed to bo connected, 
111 however sinull and humble a way, with the Indian army, and I think that 
whtitevcr thoir political views may be every Indian must really inside himself 
feel very proud, of the Indian aimy He must be proud of what they have done 
111 inariy battfes all over the world,—at Gallabat, at Keren, at Agheila, at 
Alamaiii and the ciossing of the Senio river and the Sangro river in Italy, on all 
these occasions they have shown their gallantry and their fortitude and their 
endurance which w^ere all equal to those of any soldiers m the world But I 
thmk you ought to be still more proud—and I know I am—of the endurance of 
those 45,000 men who in spite of the circumstances which I spoke about this 
morning, in spito of the world which seemed to be crumbling about their ears, 
had remained faithful to one single principle that they would not change sides 
and fight against their former friends I would ask my Honourable friends to 
look into the future—I asked them this morning to look into the past—and think 
what may happen in ten years’ time, when perhajM paAv feelings are running 
high Would you then wish the officers and soldiers of your army to put before 
their allegiance to the State their allegiance to a party or perhaps to a religious 
community? Ts that what you want? Or do you want the spirit of men like 
Captain Bndhwar who, as you have heard, was confined in a cage for over 80 
days unable to lie down or to sit because he refused to fight against his friends? 
Or men like Captain Ansari who was beheaded because be refused to fight against 
his friends? And finally Subedar-Major Hari Singh who was subjected to such 
constant and repeated brutalities that he lost first his hearing, th^n his sight. 
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.then his reason and finally hw life? That man gave everything he ^ to give 
ior one simple reason, that he would not fight against his friends. Ihat, Sir, I 
suggest, IS the spirit^which you want in the Indian nniiy of the future; and I 
hope, Sir, that nothing will be said m this House or done in* this House that 
.-might serve to destroy that spirit 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths (Assam Euiopeaii) Sir, never since I first became a 
Member of this House have I risen to speak on any issue so reluctantly as 1 rise 
-today, for I feel that this occasion is one of those on which though silence might 
be incompatible with the responsibility of this Group, speech may nevertheless 
be unhelpful Pew events in recent history have stirred up as deep and wide¬ 
spread emotion as lias been aioused by the subject of what is called the Indian 
National Army Much of that emotion has been spontaneous and much, too, 
has been stiiied up by a carefully thought out and elaborately planned and 
executed campaign of publicity in the press and on the platform,—a campaign 
the orgaiii/eis of which linve perhaps been more concerned with winning a tem¬ 
porary political triumph than with considering the long term welfare of this 
country Whether that emotion has been spontaneous or induced, it has had one 
effect It has clouded reason, it has warped judgment, it has made the judicial 
approach to this problem almost impossible Sir, the problem we are considering 
IS the pioblcm whether certain men should be Uied oi should uot be tried for 
certain alleged offences That is a pioblein which needs to be aijproachcd not 
in .III atmosphere of heat and emotion, but in a calm judicial spmt 1 very 
much deplore the fact, that what has taken place in various parts of the country 
with regard to this matter, has made that judicial approach piacticuUy impos¬ 
sible We m this Gioup have had to tiy to make, and wo have tried to make, 
uii effort of imaginative sympathy to understund the stiungo complex uf uinotion 
whii h IS seetluiuj; lound this question of tin liuliau N.ilional Anii\ to us \s lio 

live 111 a completely self-goveinuig countiy, no corresponding problem could 
possibly arise To us, when a man goes over to the enemy, the issue is u simple 
one Hid he go under duress or did he go voluntarily? If he went voluntarily, 
tlicie is no inoie to be said, he has to pay the penalty for doing so, and so wc have 
no heartburnings about Joyce oi Aiiicry We have not to bother as to whether 
those people should have been tried or what their sentences should have been 
But we have to lecogniKe that the position is much more difficult in a country 
such as India, a country going through a transition phase, a country which has 
not yet attained, though it is about to attain, full scll-goveiiinient, and wc recog¬ 
nize that under those circumstances and in the high emotions which are gene¬ 
rated, terms lose their ordinary connotation, that men’s minds become confused 
that words like loyalty and patriotism, which to us are simple terms, must 
necessarily become blurred in their nicanmg in the minds of people of this 
country We li.iNc to lec'igmze for example, that lovalty and patriotism may 
mean several different things to different sets of my Honourable friends here. 
To some they may mean the primary duty of a soldier to be faithful to his sworn 
allegiance, to another man they may mean that he will devote himself to what 
he believes to be the cause of India’s freedom before everything, to my Honoui- 
able friends here they perhaps mean devotion to Pakistan, and to my Honour¬ 
able friends there an equal devotion to Akhand Hindusthan Wo, therefore, 
have to judge the I N A against background of what is happening today, 
against this process of mental confusion which has been going on for a long time 
The confusion has not been confined to matters inside the borders of this country. 
It has extended to relations outside and to the meaning and significance of the 
war which wo have recently fought And so though to us in this Group it has 
alwavs been clear that India’s main need was to see Japan beaten, there have 
been some of my Honourable friends, who, have been less clear on that subject 
The'y have swung backwards and forwards One day they felt that Japan must 
at all cost be beaten, and the next day they felt that it was still more urgent and 
still more imperative to snatch their freedom as they put it ,from British hands. 
We in this Group know that they were mistaken; we know that no question of 
snatching efreedom arises But we have to recognize the fact that this confusion 
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did exist 111 nien s nimds. Divided tcehngs and contused thougnts—1 do not 
know wnetlfer the divided leeiiiigs produced the contused thought, or whether 
the contused thoujjtits produced the divxded leeliugs. Dut the tact xeiiiaiiis that, 
thanks to the circumstances ot this uounti^, many people were uncertain o£ 
their duly. To put it m another way, many people laitcd to receive that clear 
lead fioin their leaders whicli was never more badly wanted and it is agamst this 
background of contusion and lack ot leadeiship that the men ot the Indian 
National Army have to be judged VVe know tliat when in circumstances like 
these words lose their meaning, people begm to take oaths with mental reserva¬ 
tions, bimpiu io^iiiLies ale loiguiiuii, iL becomes uiiiiciilb tor the simpio man to 
rcuieinber what allegiance means and, above all, to remember that the allegiance 
ot cl \oiuiitoer is somethiiijj to no placed liiglily above the allegiance ot a 
conscript 111 other coimdics It would be disastrous, disastrous to the future 
of this country, if this kind of mental confusion continued But it is for my 
Tndmn fricuds Slid not for us here in this Government to discover how to recon¬ 
cile those conflicting loyalties It is for them to discover how best to maintain 
that military tradition, the tradition of unw.avering obedience, on which their 
Ijest hopes will rest It is for them to doteimine wli<il Attitude now towards this 
qucsion of the Judean National Army, will lay tbe surest and strongest founda¬ 
tions of their self-governing India in the near future. But although that duty 
rests with thorn uiid not with us, there are still one or twro aspects of the pro¬ 
blem on which I can usefully comment. 

lust comiuciit would bo an appeal It would be au appeal not to lose our 
sense of proportion, not to concentrate our attention so exclusively upon these 
comparatively few men who havo been tried or are being tried, as to forget the| 
veiy much greater number of men who remained firm to thoir duly. Do not m 
thinking about these few, forget the forty-five thousand who resisted all torture, 
all blandishnieiit, all inducement and refused to break the oath which they had 
sworn I'or you, Sir, and for us who have lived in comfort and safety during 
the war, it is not easy to reuluse what was involved in standing firm as a prisoner 
of war in the hands of the Japanese. 

An Honourable Hember: What about piisoncrs of war under you? 

Mr. F. J. Griffiths: I will discuss that point on some other more suitable 
occasion Sir, it is not easy to realize, least of all is it easy for my mterruptmg 
friend to realize, wliut was involved in standing firm against the pressure of the 
Japanese Army Tlieie is only one way ot realizing it. That is to read the 
accounts of some of the deeds ot bravery and heroism which were exhibited by 
those forty-hve thousand men The Honourable the War Secretary referred to 
the case ol Subedar-Major Bohra 1 wonder how many of my friends on this side 
of the House have lakeu the trouble to read the citation m which the declaia- 
tion was awarded to that man foi his magnificent resistance 

Mr. M. Asal Ali: We have inside knowledge of how things have been happen¬ 
ing, we know the inside story 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers. If my Honour¬ 
able friends will spare a little time to study some of these citations they will 
begin to realize what was involved m the gallantry of these forty-five thousand 
men What is being done for them? Why are there no cheers for them when 
they return to their villages? Why are not reception parties arranged for them? 
Why are there no garlands for their shoulders? What are my Honourable fnendg 
doing to show that they appreciate this unparalleled example of resistance and 
staunchness? And what is Government doing? • 

An Honourable Member: And what are you doing? (Other interruptions). 
Mr, President: Let there be no interruptions. 

Griffiths: What is Government doing to show its appreciation of 
the action of these men? Just as I charge my Honourable friends on that side 
of the House with failing to appreciate what these men have done for us, so too 
I charge my Honourable friends on the Treasury Benches with an equal failure. 
What are they doing in the way of special awards and special privilems for these 
men who stood firm? , 
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Mr. Krlahna Ohandra Sbarma (Meerut Dimmou Nuii-Muh.iiiiniadan iiuralj. 
Wrhut hat) the Euiopouii Group done? 

Mr. President: Older, older Let there he no iiileiniptioiis 
Mr. F. J. Griffiths: I uppuul to Honourable friends dli that side of the 
House to keep a sen^e of piopoition about these men uiidci liml i)on 1 let us 
forget the grc.it taer the i'oiiuus tail tiiat foitx-l.ve I loiisiind people stood liri.i 
under un uideal wliuh fe\x of us could have hoped to resist (liiterruptions ) 
But after all the le.d issue is, should tlusu men be tried, or should they not he 
^ tried I siipjjose we have to begin dividing them luto two categories 
^ Fust, those who acted under duiiss Fot them wc* ean feel nothing but 

sympathy No uiaii wrho has not been through an ordeal of that kind lias tho 
right to judgt iiK n who fell by the wax because tliex could not lesist. Sympathy 
is the only possible attitude And then you haxe the others—the ones who weie 
misled hx mistaken p.itriotic motixes Let us appruc xite ihi ii m tixes Let 
US acknowledge th.it in many eases it was genuine patriot sin Jliit do not let us 
disguise from oiiiselves the fact that it xx.is mistaken patriotism Don't lot it 
make us foiget that tlicA' xxere vxioiig ff tliex h.id laid their xx.ix, my Honour¬ 
able friends mteinipting xxould not haxe been sitting ni this House m comfort 
(Interruptions ) 

Shri Sri Prakasa: You would not haw been cut her) 

Mr. Preadent: Order, oider 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: 1 hardly c'xpect mx ilonourahle fnends to pax imi(.h 
attention to u sentnnemt of tl).if kind coming from me, Imt thev niiiy peihaps he 
more iin]iic«ised to know tliat tlie same sentiment xx.rs expressed bv Pandit 
Kehiu III Ills,talk to *1 press coiifeieuc*i iii Jmu last yeai whin Pandit Nchiu sa.d 
emphatically, speaking partuularlv c^f Suhlias Hose “if he thinks India cun g* t 
her ficc-ilom wi'tli the helyi oi the Japanese he .s xxiong Don t t.ike m\ xxotd 
for it hut take J’,unlit Nelnu’s woid, and aciept the fad (Intcmiplion'') 

Mr. President: Oidc*r, older Inteirupt'ons are not .x icmtiihution to tie 
debate 

An Honourable Member: He lin« no right to nnsri'prt sent 
Mr. President: Tin-* Honouiable Member li.os aDo a iiglit to rtjily 
Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Intemiptions haxe one x.ilue tliex are slimiiliitm*' 
Don't let the f.ict th.it you understand and sMnputhiso with the motives of 
these men warp your judgment and cloud xonr lonson and make xoii fail to see 
that thev xxere xviong Do x^ou not think it would haxe been a had thing if the 
W'hole of the Indian Aimy followed the examjde cjf these men .ind joined the 
J.tpancse’ (fiiteriuiilions) 

Mr President: Order, order 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths- It m\ friends think it xxould haxe been a good thing, I 
think 1 c.iii confront them xxith the w-ords of their own gieat leacler 

(liitx'irnptioiis ) 

Mr. President: Order, order 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Suicly m this matter tile i.ition.il xiexx' ir to trx and 
distinguish between the different txpes of c-hiirgea First xou have those men 
chargc'd xvith making war against the King, Empeior, with deseilicn and other 
crimes Hoxvexor sorious they' m.iy be, thev xxere cilines of ir jnirely military 
nature So f.ii .is we .ue c'oncerned, xx'e in this Group, hearing in mind all the 
einumstancoB, su'ppoit the suggestion that they should be let off Next xx*e 
turn to another arul different eategorv of crime's—and here J think the Ifoiiour- 
able the War Secietarv has made the issue more th.in eleai—, crimes which 
inxolve hiiitahty and cruelly So far as xxe are coneeined, hiulalily will be 
brutality and cruelty xxill be cruelty whatevoi nmv serve to cloak it from xiew 
tor tho time being We will accept no argument that misguided mot ves or 
political ideas or any intentions, however lofty, can turn brutality into any¬ 
thing else or can stop cruelty from being homething which deserves the repro¬ 
bation pf all rightmindcd men So our point of viexv is quite clear—that w'o 
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\M*1 not agree, lu bo fur uu we ha\e Miy power to influence these decisions, that 
criuies ol brutality .md eruelt) sliould be exemi»li from trial because some of the 
piiboiitis conueiued me suit! to have bet’ii iu‘»pii'cd b> patriotic niotnes 

Shri Sn Prak^a: Tliut lUell is brutal 1 

Mr. P. J. Oiifflttas: Will not the mam foundation of a self-governing India 
be tile jiiaiMteiiaiice ot a real sense ot moral valuesi* Must not the ordinary 
niaii know how to ilistmgiiisli iiglit from wrong'* Must ho not know whaf 
lo^.ilt^ iiieaiibi* ^InteiTuiJtionsj 

An Honourable Member: Wlut about the ijiitish^ 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Uen t fuss .ibout the Biiiish We uie going. 

Mr President: 1 niai lemind the ilouourable Mcmbei of the time limit, 
(^luteiiuptions ) 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths. J.el nm v.ix this that what is happening is that there is 
glowing lip 111 llie minds ot the ]ie iple in iliis eoiiiitry .i loiihision of nioiiil 
\.dne<- wlniii will st.nid India in b.nl sti ad in tie Real’s tvi < oine 
• Mr. Manu Subedar (Indi n M(>(h.i'it^' ( liainte r ^id Bureau Indian Com- 
ineiee) \\1'> an* ^oii woiiied about a “* 

Mr P. J. Griffiths: Dun t anoga ^ to loinceii the monopoly of cure for this 
Luuritii ' Jndiiiii >.<jldic‘is aii Ijegiiining to say ‘if these aie the heroes what did 
1 fight loi ' Till' wulows in the vilhigcs «)1 India will say "If these are men. 
who deseixo well of the ouiitii, why did oui husbands die Don’t let. ^ .... 
(liiteri iiptiuns) I am soiry my remarks are getting so much under my friends 
skin I (aiinot lielp it These men fought and died bceuiisc they knew that 
onl^, l»\ lliui de.illi .iiid ilieii gall<inli\ <oiiUl this eoui.tu l>e saved \t the 
inonieiit all oin tliongliis .tu ioggid and eiiiotionalisod l>« the* constitutional 
issue V\ Ill'll that issno is settled, when liuliu, <i self-goveniiiig fiidia, has 
.ittuiiied Ik I toll status in the eoinity ol nation'?, what do m)u want men to 
remcmliei about India’s war effort? 

An Honourable Member: Subhag Bose! 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: What \ou w.mt tbom to lerncinbei is the gloiious part 
phiM'd h\ the Indian Aiiii^ ni all tlieulies of war Is it worth while so fociiSBin| 
attention on ilie piob'enis »)l the f N \ that when in jeais to oome men read 
the d.iliales ol the \ssemhK they will s.iy that all that this Assembly thought a 
in eoini. etnm with the war was the J N A 

Prof. N. G. Banga; A thousand times 

Mr. P J, Griffiths: Don t throw awav, for a pulitieni triumph, that glory 
wliieli e\ei\ level-headed man want's to see aeciuing to the name of the Indian 
Aniij throughout the centuries. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: W’hy did you go to war? 

Mr. President: Older, urdei The Honourable Member may not take up 
his time 111 replying to these interruptions Let him piooeed with'his argument. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: In tins group our deiision is clear We aie agreed that 
the eli.irgi''? .igaiiist tho'^e men, e\eej>t w'here they relate to brutality tmd 
crneltx, should be droppid B\ei>body in this House w’aiits them dropped. 

Hawabsada Liaquat All Khan: Abetment of murder 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I think this House, and above all this Government is sick 
of the whole thing l'\el^one wants it to be dropped This Government 
know 8 it has bungled o\ cr the I N A You know it and I ‘know it But let 
us be quite elear .is to the reason why we are prepared to have 
these charges dropped We are piepared to have them dropped not because 
we approve of the course taken bv the people concerned, not because we can 
mentally and morally condone their actions, but because we try to understajid 
the motives by wliieh the-v were iiiis’ed and misguided It is m that spirit 
and because we think that this is a ease where justice should be tempered with 
mercy, while at the same time we must retain our sense of proportion of moral 
values that we agree to drop these charges It is because that is our view 

h 2 
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that we are prepared to support the amendment moved by Nawab Siddique 
Ah Khan, provided, and pro\ided only it has tagged on to it the amendment 
moved by Mr Mason. , 

My last word ib tins We have had enough debate of a political nature on 
this matter to satisfy even the most venturesome and vigorous among my 
fnends Can we not now face up to the straight issue? Do we think these 
men bliould be tried or not? The answer is no And why no? Not for reasons 
of high politics, but because we thuik we underntimd the motives that led them 
to act in the way they did and we think those motives deserve charitable con¬ 
sideration If ever 1 find in^sclf faced with the situation in which those 
65,000 found themselves, I hope and 1 pray that I shall be strong enough to 
emulate the 45,000, and if I fall by the way, 1 trust 1 shall receive the same 
kmd of mercy and consideration which we are willing to hold out to these men 
today But I shall not expect that it shall be counted to me by righteousness. 

1 can expect chanty and consideration but 1 cannot expect to be made a national 
hero if 1 fail to be true to my oath of allegiance , • 

Mr. M. Asaf All: E^er smcc I have come to this ITouse, my Honourable 
friend, Mr Griffiths, has been a source of great stimulation to me I do not 
mrneiiiber a single occasion when ho has spoken and I have not been provoked 
into some kmd of speech which I never intended to make at that time Bui 
^day t do not wish to be provoked at all In the beginning I was thinking 
whetnci I should speak on this subject at all for the simple reason that the 
entire question has Iiecu nairuwed down to a single issue after the speech of 
the ilunonr.ili'e Mr Mason Were 1 to join i<?sue with Mr (inibths, I am ufia-d, 

J would have to speak foi a long tune and answer him point for pomt. But for 
the sense of humour which I have cultivated since I was last m this House m 
1940, 1 may have spoken in great anger and indignation aaid I may have jomed 
issue on every single point raised by him There is one pomt on which I may 
•join is<'ue with him even now He has spoken with great Mgour only to confuse, 
cloud and obscure the issues before tins House and ho is very clever at that 
jgame 1 know that only too well. 

it IS amaving Ih.rt for the first time he has spoken m this House with that 
vigour and vehemenco which smack of earnestness and sincerity, 1 hope he was 
sincvic tins I'lne, otherwise the wliole of his speech would be perfectly futile 
But liL seems to have foig< tteii tin fact that if he placed himself m the shoes of 
Indians and felt ns strongN ss Indians feel his entire spoeeh would have to be 
of a (liflerent texture I ask him now to imagine the whole of England under 
the lojgii of the Goimuns Supposing the Germans had been ruling for about 
900 years, and had engaged Britishers in their army and hud trained them as 
etfoeiiveW as tlie Biilishers have tramod our army m India today, and suppos¬ 
ing that the units of this army had been sent abroad at a time when Germany 
was engaged m fighting a war against others, wuth whom England iil that time 
mipin iiol b.ne bcLii at w \r wli.it would hav«’ been the feelmps and actions under 
those circumstances of the British army Suppose further that this army, th’s 
British army sponsored by Germany operating abroad had turned round and 
said “No Germans from now we must see first that England is free”, how 
would the Biitish have felt about them? Tins is the context in which Mr 
Griffiths must see the entire drama of the Indian National Army, which roused 
and stirred the imagination and the deepest feelings of the entire country with¬ 
out any difference or distinction of party or creed This was the only issue be¬ 
fore the country on which every single Indian stood by the side of every other 
Indian forgetting all parties, forgetting all creeds and forgetting all other feel¬ 
ings Mv friend. Mr Griffiths, has said that much of this feeling, much of 
this sentiment, much of this emotion was genuine and spontaneous. I would 
aequest him to revise his opinion It is not a question of much of it being genuine 
or spontaneous' The whole of it was absolutely genuine. It was one big 
emotional upheaval which we could not even dream of. And let me remind 
h m—it is very easy for him or any other gentleman to say that some of this 
Bgitatioei (I will call it “agitation’*) was stirred by a carefully plann-.l scheme 
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of publicity—let me remmd him of the fact that the moment we came into tliia 
picture we applied to the Government, and memoriahsed the Governor General 
and pointed out to him that in this particular case great issues were mvolved, 
a great deal ol emotion was likely to be stirred up and therefoie we wanted the 
Go\ernor General ^o postpone these cases until the elections were over But 
what was tlie answer? The answer was, “No, justice must take its course”. 
Justice has taken its course. They started the cases and the result is that the 
very emotional upheaval to which xVlr. Grifiiths s>ays liUip was given by carefully 
planned publicity was really a genuine upheaval, which had nothing whatsoever 
to do with any kind of carolully planned publicity. It was all perfectly genuine, 
because from day to da^ the evidence in these cases was being led not by us, 
who were defending these cases, but by the prosecution They were hling m 
documents after documeuUi which tilled the pages of all the newspapers 411 
the documents which were produced about tho l.N A. were being devoured by 
the people, so that tho publicity was not manufactured by us, it was manufac¬ 
tured Government They ought to thank themselves for all the eins which 
tJiey want to latliei upon others I will not go further than this as far as my 
friend, \li tirilliflis is (.onceineil, f<>i ilie Minple leason that it 1 wabte my tune 
over him I shall miss other issues which are far more lutpoitnnt 

Mr Mason’s speech, as far as 1 can judge, wi’s very conciliatory I appre¬ 
ciate the sjiirit in which he spoke but both he and Mi* Griffiths, committed one 
big erior of judgment, because both of them were mismformed, because they 
did not know the inside history of the I N A Fortunately or unfortunately for 
them, 1 happen to know the inside history of the 1 N.A , because 1 have studied 
it inside out 1 have examined men after men and I have intidTogatcd them not 
with a view merely to defending them but with a view to finding out what mis¬ 
takes were committed by them and how we could rectify the blunders which 
the Britishers, m organising the Indian army, have committed in India And 
the one lesson which 1 diew from all that study is .that the Tndhin army, how¬ 
soever well organised it might be, lacks the only stimulus, the only belief, the 
only faith winch can move men to lay down their lives, without counting the 
consequences to themselves. This army has never been organised as a patriotic 
army to defend India under all circumstances, and which must ahvays keep the 
lutorcsts of the country before it Love of one’s country is a great thing The 
Indian army has never been given a cause to fight for What is the cause for 
w'hieh the Indian army can fight? What is the ideal for which the Indian sol¬ 
diers can light to tho bitter end? It is the freedom of India Have t’nov ovvr 
been told that they should fight for tho freedom of India? They have not been 
told so 

T was told while 1 was studying the case, that the Academy, where these 
Indi.ni officeis aie tiained and brought up, di-splays in letters of gold these words 
of Sir Philip Chotwode and they must be borne in mind not only by Mr. 
Griffiths but also by every one else, who has tried to j’udge the Indian National 
Army They relate to the duty of Indian soldiers, or for that matter of any 
soldier m the world The words are as follows' 

“Tho safety, honour and welfare of jour country comog first, alwa\s and c\cry time, the 
honour, welfare and comfort of men \oii command come next, jour own iiccdc, tom fort and 
safety come last, always and e^eTy time ’’ 

It was this maxim which was borne m mind by those who ore today oh.rrgcd 
with having committed a breach of ahegiancc I will talk about allegiance in a 
moment One owes allegiance to one’s country first and lo every thing else 
afterwards Sir, in International law it is said that allegmncis is an insop.nable 
accident It is an inseparable accident to those who are borij under their own 
Government, under their own crown, hut when it comes to a question of allegiance 
in a country which is, governed by another country, true allegiance is what one 
owes to one’s own country I need not go further than that Mr Mason talked a 
great deal about allegiance and I endoree much of what he said only with thiS 
modification He might turn round and say *‘I quoted to you the oath which 
these people had taken There w.'is the oath hut they broke their oath even 
from their own point of view '* I should just like to examine the validity of the 
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charge that they had broken the oath which they hud taken This is the con¬ 
cluding portion of the oath which Uiese soldiers ure expected to take 

‘*1 will obey the commands of my oflicers even to the peril of my life." 

These are in^ own words but 1 behe\e that is the essence the oath And 
what were the commands of their othcers after Siugupore had fallen on the 15th 
hVbruaij, 1912'^ On the 17th l-’cbiuur\, 1942, in that famous Faiiur Park meet¬ 
ing, where 60,000 soldiers and officers were assembled, Col. Hunt goes to the 
microphone, addresses the entire gathering theie and says “We have surrendered 
now' 1 surrender )ou to the Japanese " 

Mr. P. Masoii: No, Sir not surrendet 

Mr. M. Aaal Ah: 1 would not be uicdmed to challenge whatever Mi Mason 
may say now In any case Lt -Col Hunt deliiiitcJ^ and positively told these 
people to obey the commands of the Japanese oflicers m the same way as they 
had been obeying the commands of the Ihitish oflicers 

Mr. P Mason: No 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: These peofile weie handed over to the Japanese bouucf 
band and foot like a flock of sheep, and after that to say that they weie not 
deserted is to iiiy mind the most disgraceful btutemeut to make here 1 am 
not charging Mi Mason witii making a mibstatemcnt Mr Mason ib fortunately 
only holding a brief, but 1 kuow what happeueJ behind the bcenes 1 asked for 
Geneiai i’eicival to be pioiluced iii court but he was not foithcuming 1 would 
have liked to see his face in a couit of law and I would have shown how far he 
was lebpoubible lie was the one man rcbpoiisihle for the entire dibastcr, this 
unprecedeiiied d'sabter ul the Malayan cuiiipaign Thcic wcr«' otherb also 
besides him ’And what were the piedbiiobmg caubCb m the case of these l.N A. 
peofilb? The pi;edi8posing causes were more or less those, a brief list of W'hieh 
I shall attempt now I do not intend to go into all these causes—becaubc Ihe 
ibsue lb very biicf and tiaiiow, but uiifurtunately these issues hu\e Ixen raised 
and therefore I am attempting to meet them The predisposing causes were 
thebe Ill the first pi.ree most of the utmies that went out fiom India m 1940 
we/e filly awaie of the circumstances and eoiiditioiis ot the uorth-eastein 
defenc(,s The (jutslioii ol the lu ilii-castein difeiites had oft/'ii lieen i.iised by 
me in tins IT/ium* I diew the (joverimieiit b attention in ihis House fiom time 
to time to show that llie\ had betii ciimmally negligent i- l.n ,is the noith- 
easUi'i defuites weie loiueined, and from one of opposite seals Ihe Home 
Membci or the Defence Setietary used to smile and uiiswci my questions and 
tell me “You people kuow nothing about il, we know oiir business ’’ Then 
aft«r years of hammeiing, the Chatfield Committee was brought out and what 
Y.as tiicir finding iii regard to oui defences v They found in 1939, 1940 that 
the defences of this countrv were deficient by 45 cri.res woith of capital w’orks 
and other urgent lequirerneiitb, and that was the tune they wore building up 
SuigapoH- These delmtes weie taking jiliiee, .ind tins unpiepaiedness was 
fully know'll to the army 

The next cause was inadequate training and equipment even after the out¬ 
break of the war The period of training was leduCLd from two years to six 
months People trained for six months were sent out they knew' nothing 
about warfurt, tho\ knew iiotliing about the kind of terrain they w’eie to operate 
m, they did not o\en lia\e enough inajis there were not enough maps to go 
round to the officers Thest were the conditions undei which thc\ were 
operating * 

Next eantp the training with dummy weapons In Malaya itself and on the 
mainland and elsewhere they were training with dummy weapons and s id- 
denh citlier up-to-date or iiihumr weapons w'ero put into their li.inds There 
w'8s no tank support, there was no an support, and the ent ro train ng in 
Malaya was for letivat They were retreat ng from Thailand backwards and 
day after day these poor fellows were faced with the d'fliculty of being called 
upon to retreat, and when the Japanese came along and overran the main’and 
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and later on broke through every single defence that had been built up, the whole 
of the army had to fall back upon Singapore; and in Singapore, 
every one of them was telling the other “What is *the good of being 
here?” News was being broadcast that the Germans had reached 
Alarnein, that the ^apuiiese hud broken through, and the entire force, of 60,000 
and more consisting of Indian, Australian and British troops had all been 
surrendered to the Japanese In fact three divisions of the British Army 
surrendered to two Japanese divis oils Un’er these cireumstances, can you 
ever imagine tlicse people dre.iining ol keeping any kinl of oath they had ever 
taken? Even if they hud been first-rate soldiers they could not have dreamt of 
it The Crown had ceased to exist foi them 

Mr Mason next talked about the 45,(XXJ bold.ers who weie ' ue to their 
salt, and T^Ir Oiilhthi, also has veij eloquently paid a very high tribute ip the 
fuitlifulness and loyally ol these pe^p’o 1 knn^v what km' oi faithfulness 
they showed they had escaped death oner an 1 they dnl not want to nsk 
thui lives L'l.it was tlu w ii-Me tmlh \ \ ii then i 1 1 ,te number of 

them wore among the surplus volunh eis of the I N A We wen talking of a cer- 
*tSin gentleman 1 do not wish to nanu liiiu 1 vish Mr ^Mason hud not mention¬ 
ed names 1 wish Mr Clrifliths hud not rn^ntiom'd names ! know the history 
of these people and ah th.it I need t-a ahont il i<. tms that 1 know it for a 
fact that their otters were not .iccenteil, th y "ere not .illowod vo join tlie I N.A. 
and they eonie back aul loll you that they wore fuithlul and loyal people and 

all the Vest of it We know uheir history That .s not the truth 1 do not 

wish to malign any one it is fuilhost fiom my though*s 1 would bo the last 

man to malign a sing'e liid.an soldiei I would be the last to sjieak ill of a 

single Indian officer Under the circumstances 1 would not pat any b'ame 
upon any one I actually sympathise with them In the deepest recesses of 
my heart J have nothing else but sympathy for them I except none, because 
I know that those who joined the J.N A and the others who did not, were m 
an o\troiiiel> diJhcult and a very complex position Do not let us go into all 
those complex matters This is not the occasion for talking about it If any 
occasion aiiscs, 1 think I cun deal with the wbo'c situaton \eiy much more 
effectively than I can m twenty minutes tune now 

N)w, let me come to the at tiial issue whidi lates u> 'Ihe Uesolulion as 
It skiiidh before the House i-. a simple one The Resolution t onteinplates 
only the release of two classes of persons (1) the 1 N A personnel, and (2) the 
])i)litu.il piisoners and deteniiR The principle undeilying the Resolution is 
exactly the same it applies to both equally The very consideration of patrio¬ 
tism for which we are calling upon the Government to release the I N A. 
personnel and which has been recognised by both Mr Mason and Mr Griffiths 
applies to the others who were in India The same sentiment, the same emo¬ 
tion, the same objective, the same purpose and the same outlook characterise 
both of them One was acting inside India along certain lines, and the other 
was acting outside the country Therefore the principle is exactly the same. 
It must apply to both I do not see why one shou’d be differentiated from 
the other I am very glad indeed that Mr Mason in propounding Govern¬ 
ment’s policy today has made it clear that the Government has come to the 
conclusion that all these I N A personnel will be released sooner or later. 
I want them to be released sooner than later On that point let ui 
all be agreed They say they will be released up to the first April, 
barring some persons who mav have to be interrogated and who may 
be coming m etc etc But I am talking of those who have already 
been interrogated at great length and who, as every one knows, have been in 
detention for a very long time I take the cases of those who were taken 
along with Shah Nawaz and Sahg.'il, and others,—Colonel Loganadhan, for 
instance, Bhonsle, Gill and many others I can feel off a number «f 
names—Jehangir, Aziz Ahmad, Talib and so on. I h.ave not got the whole 
list before me If I had it would take me time to read it over. So many 
'tt'ere taken along with them They have been interrogated once and for all and 
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1 do not see why they should not bo let out Theie are many others 

this Government has decided that these men will be released sooner or later , the 

sooner it is done the better. 

Now, I come to the case of those in respect of whom Mr • Mason would like 
us to agree to an exception Those are the cases of persons who, according 
to the Government, arc guilty of brutality I do not uant to comment on 
this word ‘brutality’ It is a much abused word and it is bemg flung about 
freely We fling it across the floor to the Treasuiy Benches and the Tieasury 
Benches fling it acioss at us But one thing is perfectly certain. These 
charges will continue to be bandied until tlus country is fiee of foreign domi¬ 
nation When this country is free of foreign domination, these charges will 
change their colour. These ch.uges will then be flung at the Government that 
moy bo sitting over there and other uhaiges ni.i^ be flung back at those sitting 
lure Tli.it will lie .a different story but the fact of the matter is that tlic \cry 
principle which Mr Mason sa^s (iovemmciit is applying to the consideration 
of the 1 N A personnel demands that the question ol brutality shou’d be ruled , 
out. Why9 The entire age of the IN A covers thice periods The first 
period IS that of the fit si 1 N A which was built up by Molian Singh I shall 
not go into the IosIoin of that now It i \er\ f.isciiiatiiig histoiy The day 
it comes out even Mr Mason will find it veiy absorbing reading Others wdl 
find it exceedingly absorbing reading The fiist I N A lasted practica'ly from 
the day the Bidaduri llesu'.utions were p.isseci m March 1942, down to the 28th 
Beccinhei, 1942 It is the fijst period This was the period of pieparation and 
this I N A was inspired by two considerations The first was that this army 

was formed for the purpose of liberating India They laid down a condition 

They said that they w'ou'd fight foi the Ubeiation of India only if the Indian 
people asked them to do so 

Mr. President: I would Icmmd the Honourable Member of the lime limit 

Mir, M. Asal AH: I sliull finish in five minutes They knew that there 
was a possibility of the Japanese utiisng them and therefore it is wrong to 
■ay that these people liud formed Ihs army foi the purpose of collaborating 
with tile Japanese or for being stooges of the Japanese. They were not stooges 
of die Japanese They wore thinking men who had only said to themselves— 
now if the Japanese are likely to go into India, they will be a danger to India 
Let us have aims, so that at least at some stage we may be able to turn our 
aims against them They knew thaii and it was with that intention that they 
started this army and later on they knew that the Japanese would not arm 
tin III jiioperly and tlie tiutli is theie Out of tie 20,090 that my friend, Mr 
Mason is talking about, the Japanese were not prepared to aim more than 
10,000, because the Japanese were fully aw'are of the fact that if they armed 
the whole lot they did not know winch way they would turn. It is not true to 
■ay that the I N A was foimod for acting as stooges of the Japanese These 
people orgiiiiibed themselves as a proper army They were acting under their 
own regular code and any pumshment that was meted out to those wrho had 
nomniitl-ed any infiaction of their laws and rules must be judge 1 by those 
peop'o and not b\ us hi-if, not by llii«. Uo\einnnnl hoie In fart, our original 
proposal was that the whole issue of the 1 N.A should bo left over to the new 
Goicrnnient that w'as to come into pow'er. We hoar a gieat deal of our taking 
up office and of liaiisfer of power Why don’t they wait until the transfer 
of power has taken iihico and let us deal with the situation, because then what¬ 
ever punishment iftny he deemed necessary will be inflicted ufon those who ar^ 
real culprits by the consent of the people themselves, because the people will 
have judged them, and not a foieign government. Whatever you may say. 
this Goveriirnent is a foieign government Nobody can deny that The Indians 
salting on the Treasury Benches may hove the best of motives but unfortu¬ 
nately they are still collaborators of the foreign government and thev are 
looked upon as collaboratois of the foreign government. 

Therefore we say—wait until the new Government has taken its seat and 
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then let the new Uovcrnment deal with the whole case. The position is this. 
Whatever the charges—brutahty or anything else—they must be mvestigated by 
those who are in a position to do so, uameiv, the oigauisers ot the i.N.A. or 
the people who sympathise with the 1 hi .A., not by any one else. That is ihe 
only way to deal with it. 

1 shall just say one word about Abdui llashid’s case. That ib one of tlw 
caseb which hab caused a great deal ot cxcitmeiit aud has aroused feeling all 
over the country. 1 studied this case in the usual course and maiked it out 
as a case for uc(j[uittal, not tor conviction. Why ’ As Mr Mason himself haa- 
admitted, Abdur liashid uas ui charge of three camps These three camps 
were organibcd by the l.hn A. How do you know that the people who were 
undergoing fatigues or people who were being dealt with as ollendeis againsll 
ccitaiu rules weio not the people who actually belong to the i.N A and who 
had been sentenced to various terms ot puu.BhmLnt and who woie kept in these 
camps It IS easy for these people now to come and say we were being tor¬ 
tured. wo weie being pcisuaded or cuciced mto joimiig the i N A It is dith- 
cult to biit the thati ironi uiu wheat at this stage but it is i hiv-t tliat many 
» i)f these people who were subjected to certam punishments we^re persons who 
had committed various offences Some had committed theft. Others had 
coinmittid wor&e offences then theft aud they wt're sent to these canips and. 
they were being punished It is not up to this Govcriimcnt to deal wifh those 
cases Those cases could only be dealt with by the organi'.eiu of the 1 N.A. 
aud their ofheerb TJie whole episode is dead anl gone Why talk about it. 
Drop it Present the country with a clean slate When they say that mda- 
pendcnce is coming to India ui a very shot I time aud the people will be govern¬ 
ing theiiibohes and if they aie so solicitous of that Government and the peop’e 
that they want to lecture us today about our duties rcgaiding the^ariny and how 
it should be looked after and so on and so fuith, 1 wuu'd rc(ju*est them to 
forget the eiitiic episode Piesunt the country ^vith a clean •slate as regards 
the 1 N A personnel and as legnids the politicals and let the country feel that 
it IS not a question of merely gullmg us into the belief that independence la 
coining No, this Goveinmeiit should say that it is determined to see thali 
this country should be ficc as speedily us poasible, and when the country is 
free, tliu country will deal with the whole s tuation If they do that, then, 
it IS obvious that better atmosphcie will prevail in the country and the con¬ 
summation which IS being talked about now will be considered as a possbility. 
It cannot be a possibihty so long as the present Government continues to aojb 
in the old spirit and does not let the country think .that there spirit has under¬ 
gone a change. 

Lt.-Ool. Dr. J. 0. ChaU6r]ee (Nominated Non-Official) Sii, I am not a 
Ijoliiician and, therefore, 1 cannot talk m the language of politicians. It may 
bo true that 1 llud m>sel£ m this House m tour different Assemblies, but, at 
the same time, I would say that it is only an accident and not my fault There¬ 
fore, it IS difficult for me to speak after the eloquent and spirited speeches of 
my Honourable friends Mr Griffitlis and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
If I speak as one who from the age of 19 has tried to serve m a humble capacity 
the cause of education in this couiiti\, I do not want to make any apologiea 
for my speech but because what I wish to say is what I have learnt from the 
experience of a lifc-time and w'hat, to my m'md, is the true e<;8cnce of educa¬ 
tion. I thmk that education, if it is worth w'hile, is meant to teach people, to 
teach the rising genenation and I think even tlie present generation the one 
great truth of life, namely, that mankind are brothers bcc&uso God, or what¬ 
ever name we may call him by, is the Father of all. Therefore, on that note I 
mterpose in this debate to ask and to put forward a plea for goodwill on all 
sides At the present juncture when this world is recovering from one of the 
most terrible maladies that has overtaken us, because war and all iihat acc(m- 
pwies it IS the worst of all evils that mankmd suffers from, I feel that a broaow 
view is necessary, that a wider goodwill is necessary and that all those who are 
dharged with the affairs of mankind and the affairs of nations should at the 
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prtiSfiit time make good>Aill tlicir foreword and their guiding principle m 
life 

Now, in tliib connection I feel that it is futile at this iiiomont to discuss tlie 
merits of the behaviour of the men who joined the 1 N A <It is even more 
futile to jiursuc whut should bo done to them Thaie was an adjournment 
motion on this subject before this House and the debate today has shown the 
most \ ant'd oimnoii us to the merits and dements of these men The Mover 
of till'* licviiiitioii h'liicsti^ believes, ti.it these men weie stiii hcioes The 
ollii I il.i\ iii\ I lo'iom.ihle fiieiid, Na\vab/dd.i IjUipiat Ai Jvhan, said that they 
weic patriots, and he qualified that statement by saying that, according to these 
stiindaids, .ill kinds ot men are patriots That is another view 1 can also 
undorstund the viewpoint of Mr Mason and the Mewjioint of those whom he 
repiesentb The^ feel that these men failed in their duty because they failed 
tu disi-liaige the ijhl,j,ai'oiis v.liieh were l.iid on them heiaii-e of the o itli which 
the^ had taken 'I hesc are all ditTerent points of v.ew \\ h.xl I submit is this 
that the whole cpiustion of this I N A is tudtU i moved liom tlu ualm of 
reason and from the worjd of piaclical issues It li.is become .in emotional* 
incident and an emotional problem of the gieatest volume llerelore, it is 
futile to try to discuss the ments of this man'or that man Today the precincts 
of this building have been ringing with the shouts of a huge procession, composed 
of hundii'ds of jonth, who me shouting “Abdur lloshid xindabad ’ 

Now, what 1 want to ask iny friend Mr Mason is this Is it of an, salui, 
is it of any use to continue these trials? Whom does ho propose, whom do s 
he hope to convince? Nobody can be convinced Everybody’s mind is made 
up, evcrvbody has formed his opmion because ho held his opinions Irom the 
\ei\ hegmmngt 1 haie talked to a great many people,—my own countiymeii 
and to a mimbei of my Euioiiean fiiends,—I do not claim Ui.it 1 move with tli.' 
great oi with tho®e w'ho arc m'great power—but I mean those who compose the 
.'ivcingc Janjhshni i’i J have not come .leross one single inan np-till now, 
including army officers, who has for a moment claimed that there was any 
wisdom or foresight in staging these trials They have all along said that it 
Las been a blunder Mr Grithths said so today in the House Why not, thLre- 
forc, realise that this has been a colossal blunder or, shall I use more classical 
language a, Himalayan bhmder It li.is been the blimdei of the utmost magni¬ 
tude, because, so far as I can nad hisloiy, never lias unv incident stirred the 
einotori of tins m intry so giea'ily since the pailition nt Mengnl ns tins ocem- 
reiiec Tl.i paititioii ol Uen;^al w is fomdil lo tin. l.is* iI.IlIi, n w.is c.irried 
out Willi lias 1 ) 1(11 the trood of it** i-, time u liiitish statesm.an m this 
couiitiy today who can claim that any good came out of partitioning Bengal, 
partieiil.nt«j the oidcr of things as thev then stood? In the Rnme way, 1 ask 
wh.l1 goo I could come out to Jintish Goveinineut or the Government which 
follows it h\ pursuing these trials These are a closed chapter and I appeal m 
the nanit o' goodwill that this chapter should bo closed 

A hull time ago—it was just bi-fore the w.u—a eei'.am hook was published 
It was an extremely interesting book and it was called “A long week-end”. It 
was w ritten by tw'o historians to illustrate the fact that the 20 years or less than 
20 years between World War I and the World War H were a long week-end, 
when politicians and statesmen—1 do not know wdiethcr you can call them 
statesmen—w t re all the time preparing for World War TI and because there was 
so much temporarv prosperilv. the tired soldiers and the tired civilians enjoyed 
themselvc'. ns tired'people do, when they c.sn get a long week-end Now, Sir, 
I ask you, whether we arc not in the same situation This great war has been 
fought and I have already said that I think war is the worst evil, the worst 
maladv that oxert.ikes humankind This last war has been the very worst 
m^ady suffered by the human race Now, Sir, are we going again to have a 
long w’ook end? Are we going to plan to plunging the world, plungng this 
country of ours also into that stream of bitterness which grows and grow's tdl it 
oxerflow-, p'ul engulfs us into World War No TTI I think that is the main 
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ifabue The other day—when I say this to those of my Honourable friends on 
the Treasury Benches, I also address those of my Honourable friends opposite— 
recall when the I N A adjournment motion was being discussed, there was a 
good deal of heat raised and certain of my Honourable friends raised the cry of 
Jai Hind J, Sir# as u son of India, heartilj \oice that cry and voice it with 
as great wholcheartedness as they did On the other side a little while after, 
tlio cry of Pakistan zuidnbad was also raised 1 ask, Sir, why should we not 
alsci join in t’lat erv What does Pakistan nicnti ’ Tt means holy land After 
a'l, to an^ man, his motherland is a holy laml Hindustan is a holy land aiii 
so also is Pahislan a holv land But, Sii, the question is this Why should we 
fight even on that issue? T ask iny Honourabl* friends opposite, particularly, 
any one toiiimg fioin inv own I’tovinee, the Punjab, is not Pakistan already a 
reality*? Ts not Pakistan already established in the Punjab’ Is it not also 
an accomplished fact m Bengal, where m^ niicostors carnc from What, is the 

use of fighting and cngeiidoniig so much heat nvei this issiie? What is the 
use of bringing in so much passion over something which has already happened? 
W’hy not e.nieiwle Pakistan if it is going lo lead In good-will in tins countiy’ 

• Sir, I do not wish to detain the House longer 1 ojice again, repeat that it 
will make very little difference if a f«“W' ini n ‘ire coiiMctel, whether they are 
convicted of desertion, whether they are con\ic..Ld of waging war against the 
King, or finally. Sir, oven if they arc eonvieted of hnitahtv T have great 
sympathy w'lth my Honourable fnend Mr Mason’s point of view* Personally, 
hi my own family I have suffered grievous loss on llie Biirnia front It is not 
that I do not sympathise with him or see his pom* of view But I ask him to 
face the larger issue Ts it going to do .m\ good if six men aie convicted and 
sentenced and then afteiwards acquitted This is all that has come out of 
these trials, that is all that has been the lesult of spending niilli#ns, probably, 
^ 18 not millions, but lakhs of monev from the public revenue of this country ? 
Nothing more will como out of it and from engendering so much bitterness 
in this country I say, Sir, bury the hatchet Whv go on with this thing 
which von yourself say has been a blunder’ 

Finally, T would say this Every dav w'c hear that the no\ernmont > a Care¬ 
taker Government Members either threaten to walk over to the other side 
because it is only a few paces or they say that thev arc going away My 
Hnnruirable friend Mi Griffiths also savs “w(‘ me go.iig .u\ii\” Oth -1 people 
also say. “wo are going away ’ T quite recoj[ni‘’f' th.il ni' ironouiable friO ids 
on llie Tieas'irv Benches, befoie lhe\ go iiw n .iie a’lx'o^jv, to give im frie.ids 
oppo<5ito who will soon come to these Benches the result of their experiences, the 
lessons wlrch they have learnt, and give them excellent lips My Honourable 
friend Mr ‘\sfif \li savs, “1 do not w.snt these tips, J di not want to leam from 
your cxporieiiec’’ That is what T gathered fiom iin TToiiourablc friend s 
speech, he wants to learn his owm lessons 

Ur. M. Asal All: That IS vour interpretation I leain fioni evirv one 
Lt.-Col. Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: However, the position u this Why w'aste 
your time on teaching them something whieli thev refuse to learn Therefore, 
let them carry on, and Sir, if I may use an impmhamentarv expression, if they 
want to stew'm their own juice, whv don’t voii allow them to ‘-lew in their own 
juice Why carry on this sorrv episode? 

Sir hefoie T conclude, T wi-h lo close on a note, the iiole of goodwill 
between man and man, whatcvei their colour or race or creed or habitation may 
be 

Mr. M. Asal AJi: Or mode of speech either * 

Lt.-Col. Dr. J. 0 Chatteilee: Whatever it may he, good-will not only 
between nations, but good-will m our own country among its different people, 
■who w'e hope will soon take over the Government of our country 

Einallv, Sir, I would remind them of certain words announcing the birth 4 >f 
the founder of mv religion The w'ords were "Peace on earth among men of 
good-will ” These words seek to dispel the wearness of war, strife and bitter¬ 
ness, the war of killing each other, robbing each other But peace can only 
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come if there are men of good-will, and for that “good-will”, I plead, Sir, that 
good-will between gentlemen i\hc sit here, and the geiitlfinoii ^^ho sit acioss, 
good-will between the people of different communities that inhabit this land 
and good-will IwlMeon the different peoples of tins earth u 

Mr. Abdiir Rahman Siddiqi (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadim Urban) 
Sir, I rise to support the ‘luhstitute motion proposed hv in\ Honourable friend 
from Nagpur, for the simple reason that its approach is realistic and clear It 
has no propaganda aspect to ’t, and it means what it sa\s I tannot accept 
the amendment moved by the Honourable the War Secretary for the simple 
reason, astounding as it may he. that he has shifted his giouiid and is trvmg to 
preach morals heie to-da\ He for.ot the real issue To change the gravamen 
of the charge from dislo,MiItv to tlu* King or waging wai a'/ainst the King to 
pure brutahtv is to give up the whoh' ease Wai means briitalitv and thus no 
soldier on earth is capable of acting tire to his dntv without briilalitv There¬ 
fore, Sir, the War Secrelarc's amendment leacK me to think that he too ^^o^lld 
like to release all the men and officers of the T N A , because if the gieiifer 
charge of waging war agrsnst the King has hc»en given up .and mere briitahtc is 
stuck to, then the w’holc ease of rh-* Oo\ernmo*it falls to the giound * 

fAt this stage, Afr Piesidc*nt v.ae.ited the Chan whieli was tlien oeenpied 
by Mr ■nepiit.\ President (Sir Muhammad A’aniin Khan)] 

Sir it is rather funny that the debate wrent into channels which appe.ir to 
me rather unreal for the reason th.it none of the speakers, whom T followed 
earefullj, thought of the fiction taken by the Coinrnander-in-Chief Tf his 
judgment m the first case was coirect, then his judgment in the other Courts 
Martial must be declared to he incorrect His advisers have m'slcd him The 
policy of showing mercy or the policy of treating these I N A men as different 
from traitors shcijld. have beep followed Tf the\ do not, if thev consider that 
one man should be punished and the other should not be piin sliedi then either 
they are lacking in commonsense or there is complete bankrnptiv of statesman¬ 
ship Need we probe into the mentality of the Commander-in-chicf or his 
Advisers? He mav have taken action on the ground that by forgivng the three 
officers W’hom he had forgiven after the first Court Martial, he was nuikin.; a 
gesture of gcnciositv to Tiulia But it ma\ also he inteipreted th.it the 
^ ^ Commandcr-in-Chicf was in a slate of funk ho'ause of the guieinl 
howl in the country and therefore he released tlu in, and a third 
reason that I can think of seems to be that then* was danger of the legular arrn\ 
sxmpathising with their hrothois in the T N A Whatever the re.'v-.on, it 
would now appear to he ridiculous to punish some and let others go 

Another point, that I have not been able to undiTslaiid. is why T)illii was 
(liosen for t^iis huge tama^ha How .much did the trial oosf If the 
Comm.mder-iii-Chief wanted to act under militarv law, he could have tr'ed 
these people iii Ihingoon or in Singapore or elsewhere To ha\c brought them 
hcie, to have spent public mono\ also a’ul afterwards lo have set tlumi fie ,— 
does become difficult for a layman like me to understand, and then to punish 
olhers without rhyme or reason They too were either worthy of cleniency or 
the\ were not The case of Oovemment becomes weaker when the War 
Secretary preaches another homily to us on the problem of the Oath of Allegiance. 
The Oath of Allegiance, if broken, must be punished and vet while the Oath of 
Allegiance was broken thev are punishing some and not punishing Ihe others 
T expect that some .bet!er explanation will come fiom the War Seeret.iiv ns to- 
wh\ all this tamasha w'as held m Delhi and public money wasted, th.in the 
explanation that he has given to us todav Sh. it is futile to go into the 
psychology of the men who siiri’cndered What T have not been able to under¬ 
stand is that if Lieut Colonel Hunt who«e Urdu was defective could not explain 
hii^isclf well w'hy was a senior Tiidinn officer not asked to explain the directions 
given? The Honourable the War FTeerelarv will perhaps tell us win Ihe 
Commnnder-in-Chief of India, through leaflets thrown from airplanes to the- 
Miers in Malaya and elsewhere asked them to go and join the Japanese for 
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the sake of sabotage Sir, 1 could give a few reasons why ttie men who later on 
came to be called the 1. N. A., went over to the enemy. You can easily under¬ 
stand that men asked daily to retire from place to place under ihe strategy of 
retreats, had got demoralised. This demoralisation must have became aggra¬ 
vated when there was clear diborimination between the white and the black 
soldiers. We have not got details of how this vi as done but it is easy to mider- 
stand the military muid which made the block and white roads m Burma and 
did not bruig bock or evacuate non-whites irom Malaya and other places in 
numbers m which they evacuated the white fortes 1 can understand that our 
Indian soldiers were left to the wolves. The Indian also loves his life and the 
in order to save himself did perhaps surrender to the cajoleries of the 
Japanese One reason given by the War Secretary today was that they 
expected better food On that one ground alone I condemn the Government 
completely and 1 demand that they should forget the I .N. A. and adopt 
measures to release them as soou as possible The behaviour of the Big Three 
after the war is also m my favour Tlio distinctions of colour still exist. The 
^var may have been fought tor democracy in official documents but to me it was 
the biggest colonial war in liistoty Culonialism disappeared when the enemy 
came ^Hitler wanted the lebeneraum, 1 tliiuk we should ail agree now that 
e\er\' (olnnial powei also wants lebitiiHraunt The morals of tiic case are not 
in favour of the Government of India which I have always considered as an 
agency of the Governmeiit in Loudon International loaders who have gathered 
together m London are still talking of trusteeships, mandates accessibility to 
raw materials, strategic bases for wturld secuiity and so on Does it at all mean 
that they are prepared to treat the black and the white on a basis of equaUty? 
My answer to that is, ‘no ’ The rule in Burma, Malaya and elsewhere seems 
to have been every one to lumseif and the devil take the hindmost’. They 
left our men thoio and they did not bother what was going to Iiappen to them. 
After such action I tliink the only fair and reasonable course for the 
Comtnandcr-m-Chiof and Ins advisers is to forget the I. N A. folk and let them 
go back home 

Sir, the motion mentions “universal expression of public opinion throughout 
the country ’’ I am one of those unfortunate human beings m India who find 
it rutliLr difficult to decide whom to call oui national heroes There is a defiii te 
clash of loyalties lioio If one side fought foi British imperialism the other, 
without a (ioubt in my mind, fought for Japanese imperialism To imagine for 
a moment that British imperialism would be better than Japanese unpcriolism 
would be to think foolishly , and to imagine that the Japanese would have 
treated us any bettei th.in our piescnt lulers and would havo given us ,our 
freedom on a platter would be rank madness But, as I have said, these boys 
of the I N A had no other uliemutive but to act as they did The Burmese 
politician smd the right word when he said that he W'anted to be with the devil 
he knew than the devil he did not know When Dr Shahriar of Java was 
asked whether he would prefer Japanese rule to Dutch rule, his answer was 
that it was like asking him whether he would like to be bitten by a cobra or a 
viper So far as we are concerned, wc have no choice. As between the two 
sets of our soldiers I should like my Indian friends in Ibis House to dec.de for 
themselves whether the boys who fought at El-Alamem, Tunisia and Cassino 
deserve any recognition at our hands I am inclined to the view that Honour¬ 
able gentlemen to my right when they asked for the quota of Geniian repara¬ 
tions to be raised higher and took the Honourable the Commerce Member to 
task for having agreed to a lower one do realize that the services of these 
people are useful to the country and that they too are prepared to recognize the 
services rendered by those in British Imperial Forces to the same degree as the 
others with this difference that they will not bring us any reparations from tbe 
Japanese. While talking to the Chairman of the Foreign Eelations Committee 
of the American Senate, I complained to him about the decision of his party to 
support the establishment of a Jewish State in Palastine He looked at me and 
burst out into laughter and said. “Is not the Presidential eleotioif over?*! 
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SmiibiiU, 1 am iiof suiprised when I liiul liieiids t.ilhiii^ ot uIhuku luimniu^ 
ilhurmn —non-Moleiiet*—and words ot th.it di.n.ulei .md .leceptiiig tlie ladt ot 
violenic and war Can I ask them, Sii, one ijnestioii Arc not the elections 
over’ Thev are making use of the agonv of these brothers iXiho have suffered, 
and none knows when their sufferings will end ('a> \ou imagine, Sir, inembeia 
of the Indian National Congress group comparing 1942 with 1857’ I cannot I 
have been in the Congress in ni\ dais, but the present mentality, Sir, upsets 
me, foi t'lis re.isoii that our opixineiits .iro bcLinning to suspect our baia fiiU'8. 
We either demand the release of these men on some sound fundamental ground 
or we aie talking buldeidash and i.uiking use of these hoNs for our electloiieeimg 
pujposes That, Sir, is not natioii-buildnig, that is not asking the present 
Government to «|uit India Such an attitude of mind exposes the weakness of 
our position and to that extent ’f fixe*! the Bntisli in this country for a time 
longei than the\ should he here 

So far I ha\e taken the coinage to talk a few wonts to my filends Hut if 
the Afemheis of the Ogienimcnt imagine that they can run away with thtf 
teriible mentalit\ ol tJieirs. .t the\ think that the\ me doing soniidhiiig nice and 
sensible 1 prefer the charge against them that they acted as traitors to H a 
Majesty the King Emperoi h\ lele.ising the three for they had broken their 
Oath of Allegiance Or if His Majestx appioved of the action of releasing those 
throe, then they must release even officer and e\(r\ so'diei who Imd am thing 
to do, directh or indiiccth. with the Indian Nat’onnl Arim M\ Hi iiiiuK.b'e 
colleagues ha\e been talking here m a spirit of unreality 'Jhi*\ talk as if we 
are a free nation and our case should be judged according to the law applicable 
to nations which are free No Sir We cannot demand that Till today we 
.ire in the position of heggais and until tliosf who "oine after us are able to gc't 
the lights whicdi thev ‘•hould have, I am piepared. Sir lo ap|»oal lo Members 
on Govi’riinient Meiiches to release IbeM* oflueis mid mm, lu>i.uice that is the 
only wav in which lhc‘v can establish their houestv of purpose 

India IS taking u turn, Sir, 1 hope for the better, mid if they me.an what 
thev s.iv then Sir, I would again appeal to them to put m\ country in a >‘tale of 
pcaci, so th.it I iiiav siiiH on im new venture of niition-building in peacc> and 
comfort If they go on creating these* troubles, if thev go on puniisliiiig sc.>me 
and letting off others then, they do not moan what thev sny Sir, one' of the 
inosl cruel aspects of tlieii mentahtv is that the men of the first Indian National 
Aiiiiy who joim^d the Japanese but whom the Japnne *.e put b.*uk into l•om•ontra- 
tion (amps, arc still there It is fho most astmiiiding a*.poet of this ment.dity 
They were either line to the Oath of Mlegiancc imcl opposed tlip Jnpnni*,o or 
thev were not If thev vveie not, tin* Japanese would not have put them m 
concentration camps Viewed from every angle, Sir, I am of the opinion that 
the Government of India. and especiallv men in its Army Department, have 
comimlted, as manv Members have said, a colosbal blunder, and now courage 
and honestly demand that they should retrace their steps and release every 
man for tlial w.i> lies wisdom 

The Honourable Sir J<din Thome (Home Afember) 1 do not propose to 
traverse tlic ground Avhich has been covered bv niv friend the Joint Secretary 
of the War Department, nor does he need mv licdp I think the House is 
fortunate in having the affairs of thi*; important Department entrusted to a 
Member so well etpiipped in every wav to handle them But I am concerned 
with the Indian National Army trials and releases in one aspect their repercus* 
sions on public order T believe manv people share in\ view that the agitation 
on this subject which was launched so siiddenK and conducted with so much 
I).i^sioii w'lis ill-considered and large!v aitificial \mid noise and tumult the 
views of moderate and sensible people .are apt to be unheard But I bebeve the 
agitation has given offence and h.Sh caused bewilderment to manv good soldiers 
nd manv good citizens Of one thing I am sure, that the disturbances arising 
i ’t^havo given opportunities for lawlees crime to elements which are always 
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icady to take advantage of diborder A grave responsibility rests on tlie persons 
who have excited passion on this subject and in partictilar those uho ba\e 
bemused oi perverted the minds of two classes of people—soldiers of the Indian 
Amij, and students There has already been a heavy iniie to pa^ for thia 
exoiteiuciit, in diAoeation of the daily life of cities and iii loss ol human lives. 

1 hope I maj be wiong but m;y fear is that there maj be a heavier price to pay 
vet and the future Governnieiits m India ma;v inherit a legacy which will be 
*painful and dangerous A wise prophet has said ‘Those who have sown the 
wind shall leap the whirlwind ’ 

Shri Sri Frakasa: You have sown the wind! 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: i tmu to the lust, the less scnsatiouul part 
of this Kesolui'on I do so with regret because 1 feel that the lloute has come 
here to talk about the 1 N A and to listen to speeches about lla I N A , and 
1 feci that for me to discuss the luttci puit of this Hcsidutuai will lowci the 
high level of interest w’hicli the debate 1ms ‘>o hii iiiaiiit.iined Hut the Jtcsolu- 
• 4ion, foi which I am not re'-ponsible, < ,ill*« lur llu numedi.ite lelease not only 
ot the ofhecis and men of the I N A hut all othei*pol'iieal piisoncrs under 
detention or imprisonment And th i< the p *. i w ilb w bii li I have now' to 
deal Tile teim iiolitical piisoners is one which is not known to law 1 do not 
quairel with it I do not object to it It w a <oiivemcnt and reasonable ttrm 
as long us it IS reasonably mterpieted The Resolution covers two classes—the- 
piisuiiers under detention oi iinprisoiimeiit—b\ winch 1 undeistand prisoners 
who have been convicted of political ciinie Will, Sir, I dealt leieiit.j w’lth 
the subjeit ol piisoners under detention and I have onl\ one m two ’.liiiigs to 
add to what \ said then The first thing 1 want to sa\ and 1 .do not expect 
complete ugieement fiom my friends on the other side of the House, is that in 
.iiiv ie,il sense of the teirii politloul prisoner tbere*i8 none now brulci iklintion 
Those who are now detained in piisoii are kept there pinelv in the intncsts of 
public oidei, betausc their record warrants a belief that their reliase would bn 
piejudieial to piibiie ordci 

An Honourable Member: Wliv should it * 

The Honourable Sir J<din Thome: I di'd not expect \uii would a^ice with 
that 1 giive the ILou'-o ligures the othei da\ My Honoui.iliK tiieiul, the 
movci so f.ii .is I understood him, qiicst'oiud iiiv figures He s.ikI the\ were 
giossl^v uiidei-st.ited and ni;v recollection is th.it .is an illiistiatiuii ol inv under- 
btatenient, he said that there are 700 detenus in his province alone, the U P. 
Well Sii, 1 do not know the source of his mformution, but I do not accept it and 
I do not believe it Mv mformution is that on (he first of Januurv last, tluio were 
44 persons under detention in the U P , as agamst h's 700 The total number of 
persons detained without trial under Ordmance III now in India n .iboiit 3,lK)0, 
ratliei less than 3,000, and of those about .5tX) .iie persons who wire .ictively 
connected with movements aiming at terrorism and sabotage The remainder, 
us 1 said, or practically all the rest, that is about 2,500, are Hurs Well, Sir, 
champions of the Hurs have arisen recently m various places, m this House and 
elsewhere, but one thing T have observed about them is that tlicv .ill live at a 
very aufe distance from Sind, eg, in Bombay, Calcutta, or Allahabad 

Mr. M. A. Jlnnah (Bombay City Muhammadan Urban)^ Or Delhi I 

The Honourable Sir John Thome: This problem is peculiarl\ a Smd problem. 
I repeat what I said the other da’ i that I w'lll not be a partv to censure of the 
Sind Government for the treatment they have given to the Hurs nor will I be 
a party to a resolution demanding the immediate release of the Hurs The Siyd 
Government recently put out a statement which shows that they have been and 
are considering the Hurs problem very seriously and I suggest that this House 
should refrain from passing a Resolution which in this part of it can onlv 
embarrass that Government. , 
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Mr. M. AMf All:, Why should it embarrass the Government? 

The HonouiaUe Sir John Thome: The second portion of this llesolub'^n 
refers to pcisoiis convicted of political crime Here, again, I must disclaim 
resporibibility, as I did the other day in respect of detention, ^r crimes in areas 
which are outside the direct control of the Government of India, although in 
regard to those I propose presently to give the House some figures. 

In the Chief Commissioners’ Provinces, there are only four persons who have 
been convicted of political crime All those are fairly recent convictions. Non® 
of them goes back to 194i2 or 1943 The sentences imposed have been trivial. 
the longest of them is I think nine months and they are all due to expire in a 
month or two I do not consider that there is any reason for releasing those 
persons earlier than ma^ be possible under the ordmary remission rules which 
give remissions on account ot good conduct 

Now, Sir, ill the e’even Governors Provmces, by far the greatest number 
of the persons who hove been convicted of crimes which can be regarded as 
pohtical, are those connected with the disturbances of 1942 and for those tlv* 
figure on the Ist January lust was 2,852 On the 1st June 1943, the figure was 
22,548 The full has been from 22,548 in June 1943 to 2,852 last mouth Well, 
Sir, there again in iny view, any acceleration of release must be left to the 
Provincial Governments 

I should like. Sir, before I conclude to say a word on a remark which fell 
from my Honourable friend, the mover I made a note of it at the time and I 
hope I have correctly recorded it He said that it does not matter whether 
violence in these crimes was used or not It follows logically from that that the 
political motive excuses any crime, even T suppose including murder Well, 
8ir, that is an ijnpo^iblo claim for any Government to admit Governments 
in India have not admitted it in the past Even Congress Governments did not 
act on that principle, and I am confident that the Governments in India will not 
act on that principle in the future The claim to my mind indicates a tendency 
to condone violence which in my observation has grown m recent months and in 
my belief it may prove a serious danger not only to public order in general, but 
to the peaceful and successful working in India of democratic institutions Sir, 
that is all I have to sun ou this subject .\iid the House can now red urn to the 
more exhilarating topic of the T N A tiials I must oppose the llosolution of 
Pandit Govnid Alalaviva as it stands 

Prof. K. Q. Hanga: What about all those peojile? 

Mr. M. A. Jlnnah: Sir, it seems to me that the debate on this Resolution w-11 
probably go over today and 1 may not be present when the debate may be 
resumed on the next occasion Therefore, I think, Sir, I should say a few words 
and pul my views before the House 

Sir, the substitute Resolution of Nawab Siddique Ah Khan is this 
"In MOW of tlio Hpochil circumstances nnder which most of thp personnel of the Indian 
National Viniy joined it and in new of the policy laid down by the Government and the 
action taken hy the Coinm.uider-in-Chief m diealing with the sciitencos passed by the Court 
Maiti.ll, this Asseiiibh, recommends to the Go\emor General in Council to release all officers 
and men of blite I N A whether under detention or under trial ” 

Now, to that Resolution I understood that Mr Mason has no objection but 
he wants his amendment to be incorporated Have I understood him correctly? 
Mr. P. Mason: Tes 
Mr. M. A. Jlnnah: His amendment is: 


"That to the Besolution which the amendment proposed by Nawab Siddiqne All 
^d" at” th?*end''*'^* original resolution the words 'except those charged with brutality’ 


f I do not wish to go into the various matters that have been /HomifiHed 
ir of House- Mr. Mason has given us a long lecture as regards 
5 reliability of the army and its necessity. On the other 
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hand, liavt* heard ns to wh.it is iiieiiiik by patriotic duty and what a patriot 
shouid do Sii, that is all ai-udeiiiic The reality is this i think every intelli- 
fjeiit Mi.iii Knows,what u partiiol should do 1 think every intelligent man knows 
that the ainiy of a countiy must be inumtumed on the basis of complete integiity, 
u-hahilily and huthfillness All this is \ery elementary That is not the queS- 

tioii now hefoie the House The uiiestioii befoic the House is this “What is 
tile j)ohi‘> of the (loveiiiinenl with ivguul to this subject of the Indian National 
Ainiv"*'* I do not want, Sn, to saj’ anything winch will add more to the bittoi- 
iii^s I do not want to ‘^av .•mythnig which will hurt anybody, at any rate, I 
<lo not nil an it I do not w.uir to go into extiancous miitteis Let us confine 
iuu 6 ,el\C '3 . 'id eoiueiiliati on th'>< NMie which is before the House “What is 
the policy of the Government with legard to this matter’’*'’ You thought it 
right to hold thdise triuL Well, in my judgineiit, it w.is a blunder, to begin 
w ith After going through the trials, you reduced the judgment and the sentences 
passed by the (Jourt to travesty by releasing the men ilie very next moment 
►Wliv did" you do it^* Sir. il is quite ohvioiis to oie. at an\ rate You did 
■-o, hecaiee vou felt—find as it was, partly gaen oiit In Mr Mason—you felt 
not lli.it li will helji tlio sottlement of the politie il piobh'rri, hut \ou felt that 
(lieu w.i' 'ueli an upsuige of agnation and levolt tlutMighont (he eoiin(r\ against 
voiii pol'e\ of liaMiig put lliein on tiial, tlienafloi, i»eeaii'«e of that agitation -as 
I (hiuk one of the llonouiahle Metuhois said- sou fiuiUed it and you weie 
dauqieded into l.ikmg this aetioii of leiuiMm*' the entne si ntence Having 

done lhat sou find now that the agitation li is cooled down Theie v ere, 1 

hiliose, 111 Fingland—and I read it in the ncwvsp.ipyrs -\er\ severe cominents 
upon (Ins faice T do not say that vou wcic wrone I s.iy vo*! should never 

have put them on trial Hut li.iving jmt them on tiiid, .ind having got the 

jiidgiuent aftei days and days of trial, you funktul it ^ou ‘lediieed it to a 
t.nee and theie w.is severe eiit cmsiu and them anotlu i hhimh i 'rhe fiist hhmdcr 
was to stall with the trials the seeoiid blunder was to in.ike a f.iree ot i piiheial 
liiihjiment and sentences passed the verv next nn mcmt 

An Honourable Member: Now this is the thud 

Mr. M. A. Jmnah: Quito, this is (he thud K*nv you nml that the .igitation 
has siibsided You find now that vou have put vouiself i,i a ndienlous position 
and iindei covei of this jdea “eliaiued with brut il-tv” as llie o\i option 

Mr. P. Mason: :-l0th Novemhei was the date* on whuh wi* annomieed (his 
pohey 

Mr. M A. Jmnah* I know vou leave a loophole .dwavs T h.ive not known, 
Sn foi Ilie l.isi tlintv \e.us i.ei 1tc,c» ^(^n omm known the liiitibh (loveiniiumt 
mikiM.r ,1 ..t.it‘m<n< f\vlin>5e children von and without leaving a loophole'^ I 
li.iv I'ot Yon (.ui .ilwnvs find .m i \c nsc» How many staternentR, how many 
pli'd'n's and pinmises vnii h.ive liroken ^h.imelesslv I know* wliv’ von are doing 
it You are now doing it hecnuFc vou want to find a seape goat and a victim 
Hashid Ml is No I v etim hut i* >s not going to stop there You will get a few 
more vKitiiis Yon pioposc uorli.iris to go tluomdi llie Kamo f.uce, going llirougli 
a trial, then transportation for life or may be sentence of death (T do not know) 
,111(1 then vou will come lound md s.iv, “Yes, yes After all w.aging vv.ai against 
the King was bid’’ H.d not Sh*ili N.iwas eoinniit nuirdor** Was ho not held 
gniltv of murder? 

Mr. P. Mason: No S'l He w.is not gniltv of murder 

Mr M. A. Jinnah: Of eoiirsc he was Abetment is tin' same as nuirder, 
Mr Mason, you do not understand the lcg.al language [ .im soiiy, vour mind 
is more in the direction of militarv affairs Abetment is the same offence 
1 can understand this legal language But if you say that it was not his hand 
that actually killed the man and therefore in his ease," he being an abettor there 
were extenuating circumstances, in order not to give him as severe a punishmer* 
ns the man who actually killed the man—I can understand that But jwh- 
he rolensod completelv? That is wlmf T 'orani- 4-„ 
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Mr. P. Mason: T e^plJined it just now 

Mr . M. A. Jinnah: [ know you explained it But does not the Honoural)1<> 
Member sec how absurd it is to say—am assuming now thaf Rashid is guilty 
ot gricioiis hurl—that a man who lommits ^nievous hiul oi some iiijinx — 
that tli.it IS not a lessor olTeiiie than abetment ot mmdei C'aimot you see 
tliat^ C’omoiisense will show \oii that if a man is guilty of grieious hint, ^ 
ili.it IS a lessei olfciiie in eieiy sense of the woid than miiidei oi abotnii'.it 
«>1 imiidor Shall Nawaz niul otheiSi weic loloased \Vh\ is pooi Ihi^hid m.id * 
the Metim of \our eli.mgc of policy? 

Mr. P. Mason: Tluoo h.as boon im ehaugc 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: You h.ne changed vnur pohei And not only this, 
llashid—I am not talking now of Rashid-I am not eonecined whethci he is a 
Muslim or a Hindu or a Paisi—T am now eonsideimg \oin yiohe.i Let mo tell 
\ou that you are mistaken and let me .idvise \oii with all the e.itiiostness T 
ean command, sfiek to lom first policy .and your first thought Rele.isi' them 
all No question T .ini not satisfied—T li.aie gone rhiongli the jeenrd .ami 1 
.1111 not satisfied that Rashid is guilty of hiiitnlit\ 

Mr. P. Mason: Th it is thi* point 

Mr M. A. Jinnah: Yes I haie Sjient ni.in\ \ears of inv life and I assnie 

Inni th.nt if \mi go tlnoiigh this caiefnlh as T have, he is no moie guilty of 
hiutaliti than Bh.ili N.iwa/ .md inan\ otheis wIut woie theie .at the tune 
Tlieiofoio, jile.ise consider it from tliis point of mow In order to piovent that 
feai nameh, that it looks fareical, you may Metirnise ii few Bo not do it 
f'ome out holdlv ind lioncsth If von mean to seeuro goodw-ill, .f you mean 
to cr(>n1e that fading amongst every section of (he people of this eonntrv elose 
tins eliajitei eomplotelv No moie .aigimients, no nioie talk T earnestly nd\iso 

\oii in \oui inteiests, m onr mteicsts, and if you will yield once m your lifi* to 

this adiiee of inmo, holicie me vou do not know what you will bo able to aeluovo 
If 1011 .lie lealli honest, if \ou are le.ilh sincere, if vou mean what ion snv. 
hohe\e me, do it .it once without delay 

Mr. P. Mason: Will the ITonour.iblo Memhei .issme me that he will not say 
iie\t time th.it we were funking it? 

Mr. M A. Jinnah: No 1 s.ii tli.it tills is nn ease You it is not T 

s.n this IS nn mfeiiMieo tlnl vou funked Vorv ivell Tf vou wmII give me tins 
asMiranee—ind ion must leinemlier what T have said long long ago—do not. 
forgot it ple.ise if vou w'lll gne me tins assurance that vou are going to eloso 
this ehiiptei not only T shall not be justified in saying that vou havi* funked 
hut 1 will sav th.it \nii liiue heluived as u civilised (rovemnu'iit should hehavo 


.md Jis a < iiiqueimg tio\einmeiit should hehn^e f have s.aid tli.it Ion ' .igo 
When this question efime hefoie tin public T said, if vou romcmboi—and if 
\nii do not 1 will spud \ou the press cuttings but vou must have it with vou— 
I said (li.it wc ha\e the deepesl svinpnthv for these men and T hope (hat the 
Ihitish (io\eiiuuent will show the utniesf elemenev to them, the utnioat 
elemcucy becoimug a conqueror You liaic won the war T said that not only 
the men and the officers of the I N A but those who haic died on (he haltlo- 
field, fighting for vou heroically—^lonk after their families and their clnldien 
those who ha\c returned having w'on the battles treat them prnporlv T do not 
'v.inl to go into this matter whcthei they fought for you or fought for me—Ihev 
Me human beings Treat them ns human hemes, and ATr Griffiths, wdien the 
le comes, mv armv in Pakistan shall without doubt maintain all lovaltv, 
<ever be the linhilitv, and if nnv one did not do so, be he a soldier oi he he 
r or a eivilinn, he wall go the same w^ay as William Joyce or John \Tnpry 



^umar Shri Himmatsiidiii (Nominated Non-Official) Air Beputx Presi- 
J have heard with attention and great interest the remarks on lln 
V Indian National Army by some Honourab’e Memhors T do not 
'i,t controversies I stand here todav as a representative of the 
Xircps I will therefore giire von their side of the storv 
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Sir, wlie'll I became a merabei of this Assembly I asked a politioal fiieiid of 
mine Uu Ins ailMie, \il»> intoniied me that tin' Inst t’ling to do as a Member of 
the Assi'inbU is In 'osi‘ ones eonsieiRe H iiioniiilile Members who have a loiif'ei 
expeiienee of this ifouse than I have, tan judire bellei than I can, whellier 
that Is tine or not .is fai .is I .nii concerned Sir lei me m.ike it jii. ii lliat 
ispe.il. heie lishiv, not. .is a nohtui.ni hnt as a humble soldiei .nid on Delialf of 
.ind for Indian soldiers 1 shall disregaid rnv fiiend s advici .ind siy we.'t f 
honestly believe, legaidless of wlicthei it pleases those on tins side of the Tfo.i-e 
oi on that 

riie niotto ot th( soldier is to defend In, lO'.nliv The Indi.ii -.oMiei has 
■ dw.ivs done this in the jinst It is not the laiilt of the Tndian soldw'i tea. 1b? 
pM-ent. rfOvormiKnt is not hniidred per cent Indian Tt ’s up to \ou ge itlc- 
iiien to cel topdlioi, form a national frovemmeni .mil inn tliif. coiniliv .is yon 
tbiiik fit I can arsine von that the Indian inmed foiecs will «eive von .is lov.illv 
^.is llie\ .lie solving the piesent (lovomment Indeed, we will be pisllv rioiul 
To do so' I ean tell von lodav with all the emphasis at mv command tli.it all 
.il1icoi«< and men of the In lian .iiined Torces vniii foi fieedoin tor India .is niiieli 
a> .iiivniie m this House ni m Tiidi.i 1 iie ^ohli* rs sailors .ind airtnni ilo ,ii)t 
iiiideisi.nid vvliv tlie repiesent.itives of the neople cannot anivc .if some soln- 
lioii when thev do anive .it sni li .i sohiti ai and we gid the fieedoin lor 'which 
\'i' lone ' • nnicb, Sn, I (.in issoie voii tli.ii die hidi.ni aiiind foues will d< tend 
ill,it I’eidmii with nil then mi«_<bt 

I iiloifimatelv .i soldiei has no s.iv in the polities of his eonntiv II lu Ii.jiI 
lie would foree upon the representatives of this House a non-stop.sess.on until 
.ill parties agii'cd upon .i loinmon foimiii.i foi fteedom for all I 

I III. IV bimiblv point out to flu' tloiioin.ible Afe'nbers tb.it l)v bt.iii'liiic tlio 
linl'in \iinv .is nioieennnes, no useful pninoso will be served Just tlnnU of 
fbes»> people wlioin von call merconanes If they figlit horoienlly and win world 
wide f.nne for their coinage, devotion to dnlv .nid ondninnee, as thev h.ive done 
dung this wai, the last w.n and all wars in the past, they are palled bv scjiiie as 
ineieeiiaiios If on the other hand they were to indulge m activities whnh 
popular fancy niged them to do thev would be labelled bv the (lovernmnit of 
the d.iv ,is “tiaitois’' These mi>n .ii in .i ihflu nit posilinn Be jiist 1 . 'hem 
B'^ii’l iiidce them h.iidilv * Hive them ,i eh nice Wait until von foim <i nat'oii.il 
rtoveinnii'iit Then tiv the same meieen.mes 'f thev f.nl vo'i gi'nlli men I 
would Ik inennerl to fnee ,i lii.il foi h.ivinc misled von Thcicfou' I njipeal to 
von to cue the Tndian soldier Ins share of praise He has doiit' well in tins 
w.n Ho has brought, military fame to Tn.ha Whati'ver the political iinpli- 
eatiows of Ins role m tins ■war h.' has prov’od to the world that vvheii India is 
flee Ik 1 freedom will he m the s.ifesf Ii.ands foi no n.ition eonld ask for a bett''i 
aiinv to defend its hhertv 

It IS said that the object of tlie I N A was tbo libeiatioii of Tiidi.i With 
till! nli|(’ft (’veiv Indian .igues there enii be no question of that, and as ‘in 
Indi.in, T e.m nndeistaiid wliv maiiv of mv eonnlivinon .ajiplaiid Iheiii .md tieat 
tbein .IS heroes After .ill, Sii .ill sulip et nations .are hound to be stirred at 
the deeds of a foree Irving to liheitiite its counlrv fiom a foieign nile It is 
therefore not difficult lo nndeistand whv Indians feel visihlv moved when they 
he.ai of a Piovisional Tndian novernment under an Indian I’roeident the aim of 
which was liberation of India But poihfij>s it would not he out of place foi me 
to mention here what mv own iiMcfions wore during the vv.ir reg.arding the 
eiedenti.als of Hie Japanese, who .ifter all were in a jiosition to destroy the 
I N A at will Tt IP therefore nn' dutr to go deeper into tin’s question T have 
Sind before that I shall speak rnv mind without fear on the floor of this House'* 
T therefore sav' that the reliance the I N A plaeed in the Jananese promisr's was 
Tiot justified To prove my point T may be forgiven if T claim to know about th^' 
Tnpanese more than any one in this House, as over 20 venrs ago I Ija'’ 
experience of serving in the Japanese Army as an Exchange Officer 
the outbreak of the war T was interned bv the Japanese for nee''’ ^ ^ 



fUrn l’’hB Ifl 


912 MiCUHLATlVE ABSbMDLY 

[Col Ivuiiiar Shri Himmatsinliji] 

Duvin" this mtoiniiuMit, sit .i cost of one eve, I got to know tlu* Japanese a 
their Iniital methods and then ambitions Let me relate Jipsiiiese eoncepti 
ol ijri-,OMcrs of vinr It imiv not be generally known that the Japanese refus 
to si'.'M ilie CrrMiev.! cmnentioiis regarding the treatment of prisoners, because 
then \i!.\ it was a disgiaee for :i soldier to become a prisoner and that he do 
not dfs<-i\( living ff the Japs had won this war .md oeeaipied India, T kne 
tha' (h(\ would never have left tins country until another war hsul throv 
tliem out They would have liquidated all those who mattered m the I N 
h^reeilorn wo ild iievci h.ivc descended upon India as long us the Itisnig Sun 
sway had lei-med supreme in this land of ours I 

T.ilking '<■ the I N \ ]noblem I might assure the Ilonse that in our prese 
Coiiiinandei- 'i-Chiof we h.ave todav the most sympathotie Commander in tl 
work’ !l' '■M-- done more foi the Indian nrmv th.iu anyone today or in ll 
past Fmiv Iruhnn offieei .and other lank is proud In serve under this gii,' 
man Tinaie no words of fl.ittery I have nevei traded on this hefoie ai 
li.ivim; left the Aimv T eertainlv don’t need to indnlsre m it now I know 'h. 

I .1111 viii'iiig the s( ntniii'iits of eveiv' single Indian in the aimv n.ivv .'"d \ 
Voice of India ted.iv We have all heeome so used to thi> present Coiimi.inde 
in-Chiei ^ miri.nti.il inesonee above iis that vve dread at the thoujilit that 1 
will on. da\ hive <ri le.ivo ns If mv voice ean go fuithei th.iu this TToiki 
then I't 'I" x' tl'iv. T liopo this Comniaiidei-in-Ciuof st.ivs with ns as long i 
jiossihl I ' ish r eonid expl.iin wlnt I mean But J would riierelv *.iv th.i 
omK hi ' ' [ ' ih’e to fnllil oni .isnnations and ainhitinns of .■> .mnlete Ti'-h.nn i 

tion I 

I tlieufoie lOTt*''!! to the H’oiis'' to spl«>et a representative dili gallon iil tli 
Tfonoiiri'\I 'Inis of this Ilonse who should nymro't li the h'lrkest unlit ii 
aiithentir on tlie sulpeet of 1 \ \ Tins mav lend to solution of this vei 
delifiu T,7ol)lfni Tills IS vit.il now of nil the times when v'e ue on tin 
line ii.I oi 1 of (onsfitution.il changes leading to onr ficedom 

’ • -v "Ish to di'iw attnilion of the W.ir Department to a few ]ouits 
'' ' Dp 11 " II ^ Visits to the Indian troops on the va* ous fionts I w .i^!:e 
ovei lud o\(i I"Mil \)v the Indian soldiers tli.at they were fi"liting the sana 
eni'MM 1 " ’he fin of the Miles that he the Indian soldier was fi'ditip" as well 
if not he+tc‘i than * lost nf them then whv' ’s if that his p.iv, allowani'' .uid tin 
geiiM ■] tie.'ifieent "hen ovoiseas .ne iinieh kwve’ than the troops of the Bnt'sl 
Copie^ou-vefilth nr of the other Allies They also yiointed nut th.'ib the tioop' 
nf (freee. Poland fpirl Chezehs most of whom even did no^ t.ike p.irt in tightim 
we-e mid nf th.> s.ime rate .is ,i British soldier and by the British Crovinnini'iit 
I new tlnn -en . nut fhe- s-mie question to the British fiener.ils m Couiinand 
.md Ml t.i ness to ’hem everyone agreed that when an Indian soldier is enqilov. il 
ovei-f.i- ’hat he slmnld he paid on the British lates of p.iy 

till \s ipg.irds Besfttlement .and Welfaie, both Indian officers .md men with 
vvhop' T have comr m touch with are anxious and worried about their fiituie and 
T would sn-..<(st fhit .ill possible vv «vs .uid me,ms must he found to look after 
B.'se"' 1||/||1 ot (his,. Iji-.Me Indl.Mi snidieis 

Iff”* Deputy President: yVus the Ifonnurahic Meinbcr wish to continue lus 

s;n‘ 'i fi,i s „,.n fmi( 'J 

Co’. "KuTnar Shr* '®7tniTnfitsinUti; r will taki another ten minutes 

<’ Deputy PregWent: Then ihe FTonoui.able Member can ooiitiniie bis 
. V'l tlir n -xt d.iv for Resolutions 

' adioiinicd fill Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, tbe 

vy, 1940. \ . 
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